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tic cult of, 754 
Dhammaraja, 603 
Dhanabhuti, 61 1 

Dhanadeva, donor of Ayodhya 
Inscription, 602-3, 605 
Dhanyakataka, excavations at, 794 
Dharmadhikarana, 108 
Dharmakaya, 5l8f., 542-6; Satya- 
siddhis and Mahay anists on, 
538-9 

Dharmaklrti, 7nf, ; Vadavidhi 
and, 86 

Dharmasadbhaga, meaning of, xuf. 
Dhltika, events at the time of, 71 8f. 
Dhulikarma, 497-9 
Dhvani school, 771 
Dhvani-theory, 778 
Dimala. See Demetrius. 

Dinara, 398 
Dinnaga, 83 

Divya, kaivarta general, 225 
Divyavadana, 4 f. ; Kaya-concep- 
tion in, 524-5 ; mention of 
Pusyamitra in, 397 
Divyavadanamala, 4 
Dosas in poetics, 772-75 
Dravidian, notes on, 145-54, 332- 
41,796 f. 



Drstivada, 589!, 

Durga (license fees), 614 
Durgalambhopaya, spies in con- 
nection with, 638 

Economic history of Birbhum and 
Western Bengal, 666-76 
Elliptic Cylinder, 492 
Equation of time, 136-37 
Equinox, vernal, 244 
Espionage-department, 62 5 f. ; sec- 
tion of, 625. See Gudhapurana. 
Ethnological problems, philology 
cannot solve, 251 

Etymological Dictionary, Sinha- 
lese, 349-54 

Euclid's Elements in India, 499- 
502 

Fatizdar, 672 
Ferishta, 113b 

Fifth All-India Oriental Confer- 
ence, 1928 ; a short note on, 
153-54 ■ ■ 

Fine Arts, 188-218, See Arts. 

Fine Arts, Dr. Acharya on, 784 
Fire, Kautilya’s regulations for 
safety from, 622-3 
Fire-worship, 256-7 
Firuz Shah, 126 

Fiscal administration, Fergana 
system of, 668-72 

Food, creatures spring from, 175 * 
rain produce, 177 
Forest-life, advantages of, 414-5 
Further India, 182 
Gahadavalas, leading authorities 
for the history of, 87-88 
Gahadavalas of Kanauj, 86 ; capi- 
tal of, 21 ; genealogy of, 102 


Gangetic valley, Aryans of, 252, 

254, 260 

Ganikadhyaksa, duties of, 614 ; re- 
lation of Samahartr with, 614 
Ganifca, astronomy and, 486-7 ; 
blja, 510-1 ij graha, 496-7; Greek 
influence on, 484; Hindu, 493 ; 
history of, 479-480 ; fcsetra, 
498-99 ; later history of Hindu, 
494-6; pafci, 4)7-8, 507-8 ; rajju, 
499 ; rekha, 499-502 ; renaiss- 
ance of, 484 ; scope and 
developments of, 479-572 ; stu- 
dy of, 483, 493 ; value of, 480-3; 
writers on, 487^ 

Garbe on interpolations in Bhaga- 
vadgita, 174 
Gargi, 658 

Gathas, their language more anci- 
ent than the Kg-veda, 261 
Gaudapada, 420-1 
Geometry (Hindu), early renai- 
ssance period of, 491 ; later, 
498-9 , 

Gita, vocal music, 193 
Gondi, 339 

Gopala III, death of, 37 ; epigra- 
ph ic evidence of 137-8 
Goraksya (a cess), 621 
Gosala Mahkhaliputta, 183 
Govardhana defeated by Jatavar- 
man, 225 

Govindabhagavatpada, teacher of 
Sankaracarya of Malabar, 430 
Govindacandra, 94, 228 ; exten- 
sion of dominions of, 94C, ; 
political condition of East 
India of, 94L 


Gajapatis, Mahalinga, 345 Grahaganita, scope of, 496-7 

Gandhara, 294 Granthikas, recitations of, 182 



GrcecO'Bactrian invasion and 
Pusyamitra, 403-4 
Greek influence on Hindu Astro- 
nomy* 484-6 ; on Hindu Mathe- 
matics* want of, 502-6 
Grehma, identical with Grtsamada 
of the Rg-veda, 265 ; opponent 
of Zoroaster* 264 
Gudhapurusa, classes of, 625 
Go jars, 254, 255 

Gunas mentioned by Prakasavarsa 
and Bhoja, 775-7 
Gupta dynasty, 232 
Gupta kings, political relation of 
Kamarupa rulers with, 462-3 
Harappa* 252k 

Harappa and Mohen-jo-Daro, finds 
at, 258 ; Vedic civilization has 
no connection with, 258 ; Veclic 
deities and animals not found 
at, 258 

Hariscandra, a Gahadavala king, 
10 if. '/ 

Harivamsa, sixty four arts men- 
tioned in, 1 go 
Harivarman, 528 

Harsa, 234k; empire of, 235 ; wars 
waged by, 235 

Harsacarita, 185, 232k, 393k, 699 
Harsadeva, 464 • :;w 44 : r,w 

HarsaVardhana, 229 ; extent of the 
empire of, 229-36 

Hastyadhyaksa* duties of, 617- 
■ 'Y "officers, under, 617 
Hathigumpha inscr„ 738 ; Jaina 
canon and, 589k ; paleographic 
notes on, 600-3 
Hemacandra, 184, 399k, 789 
Hindus, administration of justice 
by, 318-21 ; arts and scien- 


ces of, 308 ; education of, 307 ; 
fine arts of, 308 $ language of, 
307 ; manners and customs of, 
303-7 ; religious faiths and 
practices of, 322-5 ; social vices 
of, 309-312 

Hiranya, 274 ; meaning of, 275-6 ; 
tax on, 275-6 

Hiranyadama, the Brahmin found- 
er of Devaraja cult in Kam- 
huja, 755 

History of Vijayanagar, sources 
of, u 3f. ; studies in, Ii3f. 

Hiuen Tsang, 225, 230/. 

Horse sacrifice of Pusyamitra, 
404P 

Houses for State business, 445, 
447, 617 

Hunters, rules observed by, 621 

Hyder Ali, Ranjit Singh compar 
ed with, 517-8 

I-lan-na-po-fa-to, 233 

India, home of Dravidians, 25 5 
Vedic, 25 6j religious feud bet- 
ween Iran and, 263 

Indians, Vedic, not connected with 
Sumeri ans or Babylonians, 256 

Indians and Iranians, separation 
of, 25 1 

Indo-Aryans came into the Panjab 
from outside and spread up to 
Mithila, 257 

Indradyumna’s pilgrimage to Puri, 
664-5 

Indus valley, inhabitants and lan- 
guage of, 253 . 

Inscriptions, knob-headed type of, 
601-2* Ranganatha, 218 

Invasion, Indo-Aryan, the so- 
called, 248-53 
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Invasion of India, Indo- Aryan, not 
a myth, 253-60 

Iran, India compared with, 263 
Isana, heaven of, 184 
Jagaddhara, the commentator, 71 1 
Jagadeo, son of Udayaditya, 225 
Jagadvijayamalla, 225 
Jainas, 212; Ganita among, 482 
Jaina literature, mention of Pussa- 
mitta in, 398 

Jaina canon and the Hathigumpha 
inscr., 589b 
Jainism, 212 
Jalandhara, 431 
Jarasandha, 282 
Jataka, 2b ; origin of, if. 
Jatavarman, 225, 227; marriage of, 
224 

Jatavarman Sundara, 221 
Jats, 254, 255 

Java, 186 ; practice of Wayang. 
Beber in, 107 


Jayavarman II, 754 
Jinas, representations of, 184 
Jinasena, author of Adipurana, 33 
JInendrabuddhi, 396 
Jitari, king of Kamarupa, 459, 
462 

Jitavarman, 218 

Jiva-gosvamin, 189, 194b, 2oof., 208b 
Jnana, relation of karma to, 649- 
So 

Jnanagarbha, author of, 820 
Jyotisa, scope of, 496-7 
Kaikeyas, land of, 264 
Kajahgala, 233 
Kala. See Arts. 

Kalacuris of Tripuri, 22 7 
Kalasankarsanl, 761 
Kalidasa, 332, 713-14 
Kalikasruta, 591 f. 

Kalinga, 236, 661-4 
Kamarupa, 234 ; chronicles of 
the rulers of, 458b ; Harsa's 


Jaya, Buddhist convert, 715; works 
of, 715b 

Jayacandradeva, a Bodh-Gaya 
inscription of the reign of, 14; 
religion of, 19-20 

Jayacandra, grandson of Govinda- 
candra, 100-1 

Jayadeva, Candidas greatly in- 
fluenced by, 327 

J ayadrathay amala, 760 

Jayamaiigala, 517b; author of, 417; 
commentaries entitled, 417; 
commentaries * on Sank by a 

Saptati and, 417-31 ; date of 
composition of, 429,431; Matha- 
ravrtti posterior to, 426 ; other 
names of, 419 ; resident of 
Valabhi, 419 


empire does not exclude, 223 ; 
inscriptions recording the history 
of, 461; kings of, 459b, 461 
Kamasufcra, 192, 203, 208b, 710, 
784b 

Kamauli plate, 93b 
Kambuja (ancient), connection 
of Northern India with, 768b; 
some Tantrik texts studied in, 
754-69 

-Kanauj, 230; Gahadavalas of, 86 
Kaniska, date of, 49 ; examination 
of different theories on* 49b; 80 
Kanvayazia kings, 6xx«2 
Kapila and not Buddha is addres- 
sed by the author of Jaya* 
mangala, 419-20 
Kapilamuni, 715 
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Kapilavasfcu, 738-9 ; no supreme 
ruler of, 231-32 

Kapilesvara inscription, account 
of, 737-9 $ authenticity of, 732- 
8 ; language of, 733 ; ortho- 
graphy of, 730f. ; text and 
translation of, 752-3 
Karavirayoga or Paratantra, 763 f. 
Karikala, a Chola king, 122 
Karma, 173 ; mok$a and, 647, 650 ; 
relation of jhana to, 649-50 ; 
Sankara on, 649 
Karnadeva, Kalacuri, 224 
Karmara in Eg-vedic age, 432 ; 

implements of, 437 
Kama, emperor of Kanauj, 89C 
Karnataka, king of, 219 
Karnasuvarna, 234 
Karoura of Ptolemy, 119 ; identi- 
fication of, 1 2 if. ; seat of the 
Cera ruler, 121 

Kasiputra Bhagabhadra, See 
Andhraka. 

Kasmlra, 230, 233 ; Harsa's empire 
did not include, 232 ; Gita 
commentaries from, 174 5 
Vinaya school of, af. 

Kathaka king, capital of, 219 
Kathasaritsagara, 32 
Kautiliya, note on salaries and 
allowances detailed in, 7S0- 

'-t - 

o 

Kavya literature produced in cities, 
412 

Kavyadarsa of Dandin, 709 
Kavyalaukara of Bhamaha, 709 
Kclvyalankara-sutravrtti, 704 
Kaya in Hinayana and,Mahayana, 
518-46 

Kaya conception, \fahayanisk- on, 


53 1 f. ; Sarvastivadins on, 523-S; 
Theravadins on, 522-3 ; theo- 
ries of, 5x8-9 

Keith on Bhasa Theory, criticism 
of, 552-8 

Kerala, 236 ; some historical sites 
and monuments of, 451-6; 
three great philosophers of, 
676-92 

Keralaputra, territory of, I20f, 
Khandagiri, caves of, 693 
Kharavela, 587^, 599, 693 ; acces- 
sion of, 613 ; Rajagrha attacked 
by, 598 

Khataganita, 499 
Khatahga, a pargana, 670- x 
King, duties of, 631 
King and his court, 317-8 
Klpta (a tax), 615 
Kui-gond tribes of C.P., 287 
Kuis, cremation of, 297 ; marriage 
of, 293 ; similarity of raksasas 
with, 299 ; town-planning of, 
289 

Kulottunga, helped by Vikrama 
Pandya, 223 
Kumaradevi, 97f. 

Kumaragupta, 232 
ICumarapala, son of Ramapala, 36 
Kumarila Bhatta, 712 
Kusumapura, 710 
Ksetra-ganita, See Geometry, 
Lalitaditya, 236 

Lalitanga, events of Durdanta’s 
previoiis incarnation as, 184 
Lalitavistara, 190, X92, 208 5 kaya 
conception in, 525-6 
Land revenue administration in 
Bengal, some points connect- 
ed with, 103 j seven copper- 
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plate inscription throwing light 
on, 103ft 

Land-tenure, condition of, 104b 
Languages. See Paisacl, 

Lanka, on the peak of Amarakanta- 
ka in Central India, 355 
Limyrike, identified with the 
present Tamilakam, 120 
Lingam (Siva temple), 453 
Lokayata view, 818 
Lokottaravadin, 3, 418, 419*20 
Lumbinx inscription, 728!. ; inter- 
pretation of, 739b ; orthography 
of, 729b 

Machinery of Administration as 
depicted in the Kautiliya, 441- 
SO, 614-40 ■ 

Madanapala, accession of, 93b ; 
Candradeva’s son, 93 ; corona- 
tion of, 35 ; Kaivarta revolt 
restored by, 41 ; Pala royalty 
restored by, 40-41. 

Madaran (Birbhum), 669 
Madhusudana Sarasvatl, 177 
Madhvacarya, 178, 6/6 
Madhyamika, seige of, 395 b, 404 
Madhyasrotas, 760 
Magadha, 186, 22gf. 

Mahabharata, 180, 189, 258 b, 

Persian traditions a probable 
source of, 265-6 

Mahabhasya, 182 ; Pusyamitra in, 

394f- 

Mahabodhi, 26, 717 
Mahamahattaras, no 
Mahana, uncle of Ramapala, 36 ; 
accidental death of, 36-37 


Mahavira, igt ) 193 • on Ganita, 
487 

Mahayana, discovery of a bone- 
relic at an ancient centre of, 
794f. 

Mahendrapala, empire of, 235 
Mahendravarman I, 235 
Mahendravarman II, 235 
Mohen-jo Daro, 252b 
Mahesvara, 715, 766, 767 fn. 

Main pala, 227, 235 
Mahiranga-danava, the earliest 
king of Assam, 459 ; 

Malava, Paramaras of, 225 
Malayaketu, 9b 
Mahva, 225 
Manasarovara, 695 
Manavagrhyasutra of the Maitra- 
yanlya Sakha, with the com- 
mentary of A§tavakra, 381 
Mandala, spies in connection with, 
628-9 

Mandana Misra, 65 r, 657 
Manimekhala, 140-1 
Manjuinmulakalpa, 794 
Mantrins, 442, 627, 629, 780 
Marco Polo, on the expanded 
Pandya kingdom, 221, 222 
Mafchara, date of, 423 
Matharavrtti, 420b, 425; Jaya- 
mangala, prior to, 426 
Matilakam, north of Cranganmy 
138 ; legend re-foundation of, 
138-40 

Mafehas, 411,413 ; Vedanta studied 
in, 653-5 

Mathura School, Virtaya of, 2f, 


Mahapadma, coronation of, 272 Mathematics (Hindu), date of 
Mahasanghikas 3, 795 renaissance of, 511-512* no 

MahavamSa, 225 


liiSMSI 


Greek influence on, $02*6 
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Mauryas, 183, 393 f. ; art of, 693 
Maya, Asura, 271 
Megasthenes on Military depart- 
ment, 620 
Merutunga, 39Sf. 

Mesopotamia, contact of Vedic 
culture with that of, 252-259 ; 
pre-Vedic people picked up 
some foreign words in, 253 ; 
Sumerian language established 
in the south of, 252 
Meyer on Manu vm, 235-236 ; 358, 
360 

Military department, 606, 619, 620 
Mimamsa rule, 179 
Mlmamsa School, 814 
Moksa, Brahmavidya leads to, 
647, 648 ; Karma and, 647, 650 
Months, Vedic names of, 259 
Mouziris, identification of, 119-20 
Mrcchakatika, date of, 137-8 ; 
Indian Society as pictured in, 
299-325 ; plot of, 300-3 
Mudraraksasa, 185; date of compo- 
sition of, 9 ; information about 
Candragupta supplied by, 6f. 
Mudradhyaksa, duties of, 620 
Mughal paintings, no religious 
tinge in, 219 

Muhammadan rulers and Assam, 
470f. 

Muhammadanism, rise of, 214 
yy ,; v.in: Arabian desert, 212 ; fine 
; arts and, 212 - 

. . Muhammed Shah II, 125!. -cAy" 
r . Mukunda Deva, 330 

M ulasarvastivadins, 4, 5 
Mundamala Tantra, 755 
Nagaraka, 447, 448, 631 ; duties 
of, 621-5 ; officers under, 622 


Nagarjuna, commentary on Paiica- 
vinisati- sahasrika- prajfla- para- 
mita, attributed to, 2 
Nagarjunikunda, 794 f. 

Nahapana, a Jaina in after-life, 357 
Naisadhacarita, 706 
N aiskarmya-siddhi of Suresvara, 650 
Naksatravidya, 480, 481 
Nanda, 398k 

Nandaprabhajfianavarman, 226 

Nandisvara, 184 

Nanaghat inscriptions, remarks on 
the script of, 601, 612 
N arapativi jayam (Ramarajiyam), 

1 18 

Narayana, commentator, 23 7 
Narayanadeva, 232 
Natyasastra, criticism of S.K.De’s 
remarks on, 5 58-77 ; Kavi’s edi- 
tion of, 786f, 

Naukahataka (a tax), 615 
Nava-dvlpa, 2X0 

Navadhyaksa, duties of, 6 1.5-6 ; 

officers under, 61 5 
Nayapala, 227 
Nayottara-sutras, 759k 
Nedumpura Tali (Cochin State), 
history of, 45 if. 
Nedumpuraiyurnadu, 455 
Nepal, 232, 234 

NiglTva Pillar inscription, 742 fn. 
Nikayas, on the conception of 
Buddha, 519-22 
Nilacalaparvata, 661 
Nipunaka, Canakya’s spy, 185 
Nirmapakaya, 5x8, 533-6 
Niruttara. Tantra, 755 
NihSvasatattva Samhita, one of the 
oldest Tantrik texts, 757 
Nityatva, 177, 179 
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North-Western Frontier Problem, 
5*3 

Nyayabhasya of Paksilasvamin, 
423 

Nyayavartika of Uddyotakara, 
712, 8x5 

Odradesa, 662-3 
Odraka, 595 
Offences, kinds of, 633 
Oriental Conference, Fifth All- 
India, 153-4 - 

Oriental Journals, Select Contents 
of, 165-9. 384-9, 582-6, 822-7 
Orion, astronomical method of 
Tilak in, 245 - ' 

Orissa, 66 1-3 ; Gajapati kings, of, 
219 

Padavall, 800 songs in, 328 
Padshah Buranjis, 472 
Painting, 182, 308 ; Bengal School 
of, 217 
Paisaci, 239 

Pak§a, definition of, 83-4 
Pala kings, 235 

Palaka of Avanti, 300, 302, 398f. 
Palas of Gauda, 227 
Pallavas of Kailcl, 235, 375 
Pandya kings of the 13th century, 
names of, 219-20 ; Marco 
Polo refers to, 222-3 
Panini’s sutras quoted in Jaya- 
mangala, 424 

Pafijika of KamalaSila, 8x4 
Panyadhyaksa, duties of, 445 ; 

officers under, 445 
Paramaras, 225 

ParafneSvara, a relative of Sankara, 
430 


ParameSvara Tantra, 758 fn. 
Parimandala (ellipse), 492 
Parivrajaka, 471 ; Vedanta studied 
by, 651 

Patafijali 182 ; on Pusyamitra, 
394 ; refers to Asvamedha, 
466-7 

Patiganita, 497-9 ; scope of, 506-7 
Patfca Mana, 678-9 
Pattyadhyaksa, duties of, 618 ; 

salary of, 78 1 
Payyur Patteri, 430, 431 
Persia, 187, 273 ; Indian bards tra- 
velled to, 261 
Persians, 25 5 f, 

Perumals, 452 

Peshawar, revenue of 5165 Ranjit 
Singh conquered, 515 
Phalgudeva, father of Dhanadeva, 
605 ; alias of Pusyamitra, 605 
Pictures, public exhibition of, 182 
Piiigalamata, 760 

P’o-p’i-fei-ka, Samkhya scholar and 
author of the Prajfw-pradlpa- 
sastra, 796 

Prabandhacintamani, t&3fn, I, 185 
Prabhakara, Mlmamsa teacher, 7 f 2 
Prabhakara bhatta, 676, 677-8 
Pragjyotisa, 279 
Prajnaprad!pa*§astra, 796 
Prakasavarsa, Rasarnavalamkara 
of, 77 of. 

Prakrti, 107 ; meaning of, 790 
Prasnottararatnamalika, a treatise 
of ^ankaracarya, 144 
Pratihara empire, continued for 
three generations, 235 
Pratijna, definition of, 82-3 


Pargana system of fiscal Adminis- Pratltyasamutpada, 8l6f. ; Bud- 
tratipn, 668, . 




,.672 ... . dhist cakra .might be mis- 
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understood in the sense of, 
174 

Pratyaksa, 818 
Pulakesin, 231 
PulakeSin II, 235 

Punarvasu, sacrificial year com- 
menced from, 244 
PundarlkinI, city of, 184 
Punjab, 225,230,257; Aryan popu- 
lation in, 258 ; coming of 
Aryans into, 254 

Pun-na-fa-tan-na, not included in 
Harsa’s empire, 234 
Puppet show in Persia, Indian 
origin of, 187 

Puranas, 180 ; Topography in, 
659-65 

Puri, 183 ; Indradyumna’s pilgri- 
mage to, 664-5 

Purnabhadra, Paficatantra of, 237, 
242 

Purohita, 442, 629; allowances of, 
786 ; evolution of the office of, 
441 

Purusottamaksetra, boundary of, 
660; topography of, 659-65 
Purvamlmamsakas, school of, 

71 if. 

Purvasailas, 795 

Pusyamitra, 393f., 587!., 605 ; 

Graeco-Bactrian invasion and, 
403-4 ; successors of, 6o8f. 
Quran, 213 ; 

Race identity, not possible by the 
) mere shape of skulls, 253 
Raikva, a Sannyasi teacher, 414 
Rain produces food, 175 
Rajagrha, siege of, 598-9 
Rijafekhara, court-poet of Mahl- 
pala, 236, 704 


Rajatarangini, 236; KaSmlra in, 
233 

Rajendra Cola I, 227, 228 
Rajyapala, son of Ramapala, 36 
Rajyavardhana, 714 
Raksasas, custom regarding the 
disposal of the dead amongst, 
295; marriage custom of, 291-2 ; 
married or unmarried women 
forcibly brought by, 292 ; three 
septs of, 286; social life of, 
286-7 

Ramacarita, subject-matter of, 35 
Ramakantha, a Kasmirian philo- 
sopher of the tenth century, 179- 
180 

Ramakatha of Vasudeva, 365 
Ramanuja, 178, 180, 189 
Ramapala, king of the Pala 
dynasty and contemporary of 
Bhlmayasah, 90 ; death of, 36 
Ramapaladeva, king of Gauda, 
defeated Bhlma and became 
the ruler of VarendrI, 36 
Ramaprasad, author of Vidya- 
sundar, 330 
Ramathas, 236 
Ramayana, 265, 281 
Rangili, an Assamese princess, 

464-S 

Ranjit Singh, Afghanistan and, 
514-5; conquests of, 515-6; 
for controlling border tribes 
policy of, 5 r 5 f, ; Hyder Ali 
compared with, 517-8 ; N. W. 
frontier Problem and, 513-7; 
Shah Suja’s relation with, 514 
Rasa, 199; essence of sacrifice, 
carried by the wind to the 
moon, 175 ; school of, 771 


C Xiii ] 


Rasarnava, 778f. 

Rasividya, 481 
Rathakara, 442 
Ratnapala, 279 

Ravana, cremation of, 296-7; evo- 
lution of the figure of, 283 , fig- 
uring of, 283 ; location of Lanka 
355-6, 285 ; Ramayana descrip- 
tion of, 281 ; tribes of, 281-91 
Rekhaganita, 499-502 
Rg-veda, Iron and Steel mentioned 
in, 432f. 

Rsabha, 784, life story of, 31 
Rsabhanatha, former birth of, 184 
Rsi, residence and functions of, 409!. 
412 

Rtvij, 442 ; allowances of, 780 
Rucaka, author of Alankarasarvasva 
710 f.n. . 7. 7h;7:;k7 : 77 

Rummindei Pillar inscription, 75 1 
Rupakaya, 5 i8f.; whether vipakaja, 
529-30 

Rupini, 19 r, 192, 784. 
Sabdalankaras, 777 
Sacrifice, 173, 175 
Sadanira, 257 

Sadgunya, spies in connection 
with, 635-6 

Saduktikarnamrta of Sridhara 
Dasa, 133-4,709 

Sahasamalla, a Ceylon king, 225 
Sahityadarpana of Visvanatha, 
7xof.11. 

Sakala (Sialkot), 398, 403, 404 
Saketa, siege of, 395-6, 404 
Sakuntala-vyakhya, 724 ; date of, 
724 

Salaries and allowances detailed 
in the Kaubiliya, 783 


9 ; relation of Ganikadhyaksa 
with, 614 j salary of, 780 
Samalavarman, son of Jatavarman, 
224 5 establishes social relations 
with Imperial Paramaras of 
Malava, 225 
Samantasena, 224 
Samataba, 234 

Samavayanga, fourth Aiiga Sutra 
of the Jainas, 785 
Sambhogakaya, 5 i8f. ; 536-42 
Samdhanakrta, divided into Dravita 
and Adravita, 199 
Samkhya-sa ptati, com men taries 
on, 4i7f. 

Sanikirtana, origin of, 210 
Samkrantikas, school of, 814 
Sammohana Tantra, 755 
Samprati, a Maurya king, 401 
Samsthas, 632 ; Sancaras compared 
with, 626 

Samudrapala, son of Palita, 784b 
Samvrti teaching, necessity of, 8t8 
Sancaras, 632b j Samsthas com- 
pared with, 62 6 

SancI, types of writing in, 601-2 
Sandhyakara, poet and historian 
of Madanapala, 43 
Sandhyakaranandin, a North Ben- 
gal poet, 35 

Sanghas (Democracies), work of 
spies in connection with, 640 
Sanghabhadra, 820 
Sangltaloka, 767 

Sankara, 179, 180, 656, 702; follow- 
ers of, 176; Malayali traits in 
the life of, 676 ; on Asramas, 
430 ; uncle of ParameSvara, 


in the Kaubiliya, 783 430 

Samahartr, 444, 631, dutiesof, 447- Saukarabhasya, 815 
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Saukaracarya, 676, 712 ; author of 
Jayamangala, 430 ; confused 
with Saiikararya, 417-8 ; diffe- 
rent from the author of Jaya- 
mangala, 426-9 ; of Malabar, 
430 ; on brahmana, 1 76 
Sankarananda, explanation of, 177 
Sahkaracarya, Buddhist or not, 
418b ; Saukaracarya confused 
with, 417-8 
Sankisfi, 142, 143 
Sahku, 7X3fn, 

Sannidhatr, duties of, 444 ; adhya- 
ksas under, 444, 447 
Sannyasa, Sankara on the import- 
ance of, 648-9, 65 1 
Sannyasins, 409b, 415 ; classifica- 
tions of, 650 ; order of, 410-1 ; 
two classes of, 408 ; Vedanta 
studied by, 646, 652 f. 
Santaraksita, 815, 820 
Saradatanaya’s Bhavaprakasa, com- 
mentary on, not a myth but a 
reality, 79if. 

Sarthativahya (a cess), 62 1 
Sarvamatasangraha, 815 
Sarvastivadins, if. ; kaya concep- 
tions of, 523-8; school of, 874 
Sarvavid, comment on, 418, 419 
Sasthena in the Ayodhya Inscrip- 
tion, note on, 604-5 
Satakarni, 612 ; contemporary of 
: ; .■ Kharavela, 599f. . bibT*;.-- 
. Satkas, 76 if,n. ) ..v: 

gatpadartha, 818 
Satrin, 625, 627, 633b, 782 
Satyakama Jabala, a grhastha 
teacher, 414 

Satyaiika, Pettani commander of 

the army of fSiladitya, 234 


Satyasiddhis, Kaya conception of, 
528-9 

Sdok Kak Thom inscription, 754 
Sena rulers, originally belonged to 
the Deccan, 224 

Senapati, duties of, 443, 618-9, 780 
Senapati or SenanI (Pusyamitra), 
402, 404b 

Shah Shuja, relation of Ran jit 
Singh with, 5 14 

Shiha-bud-din Ghori invades 
Kanauj, 100 

Shaikh Azari, one of the greatest 
poets of the age of Ahmad 
Shah, 126 

Showmen, Picture, 182-7 
SiddhSnta-tattva-viveka, an astro- 
nomical work, 501 
Siddhasena Divakara, a Sveta m- 
bara teacher, 7iif,n. 

Siladitya, 233, 235 
Silappadhikaram, 140 
Silavigada, comment on, 743-9 
Silpa, see Arts. 

Silpa-sastra, 2x8 

Simhapura, the ancestral home of 
Varman family, 225 ; identi- 
fication of, 226 
Sindliu, 230, 232, 233 
Singh, Drib, Raja of Raigarh, 344 
Sltadhyaksa, duties of, 449 
Sivakaivalya, high priest of Jaya- 
varman II, 754b 
Sivarama, 71 1 

Skandapurana, Vastrapatha-maha- 
tmya .of, a note on, 129b; 
historical allusions in, 129b See 
Puranas, 

Soma rasa carried to the Sun by 
the rays of the Sun, 175 
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Soclasadalapadma, 695 
Somesvara, Hoysala king, 219 
Spies, classification of the duties 
of, 627-32 5 tests of, 627, See 
Gudhapurusa. 

Sraddha, 175 
iSravastl, 231 

Srlcandra, Ramapala, grant of, 
279 

$rldhara, 179, 180, 507; on Ganita, 
488 

Srldhara-Svamin, 189, 205 n. 3 
Srlharsa 239, 241 ; author of 

Naisadhacarita, 706 
v^ri-kr3na-klrttan, author of, 326 ; 
antiquity and genuineness of, 
326 

$rimad«bhagavata } 190, 208 
Srimitra of the Bodh-Gaya inscr., 
account of, 16-7, 24 
Srlparvata, 794 
Sriranga, 219 
Sri Svamin, 419 
Srngaraprakasa, 791 
Srngarasataka of Bhartrhari, 710 
State-officials in the Rautilfya, gra- 
dation of, 442ft 

Steel in Rg-vedic age, manufac* 
ture of, 432k; process of making, 

435 f. fl 

Sthapati, 202 
Stupas, 212, 231 

Subandhu, 714 ; date of, 699 $ later 
than Banabhatfca, 699E 
Sudas, 257 ; 

Sukadeva, 189 
Sulabha, a Vedantist, 657 
' J§ulka, 615 


Sumerian, 257; relation of Vedic 

to, 252 

Sunga Empire, 393L 5 87k ; decline 
and fall of, 6o8f. 

Sunga script, varieties of, 601 
Surastra, 231 
Suresvara, 650, 651 
Suta, evolution of the office of, 
441 ; see ASvadhyaksa 
Sutralahkara, 86 

Suvarna, a son of Mathana or 
Mahana, king of Anga, 43 ; 
identified with Suvarnadeva 
of Anga, 44 

Suvarna-rekha, story regarding 
the sanctity of, 129b 
Svapna-nataka and Svapna-vasa- 
vadatta, 72 if; two different 
works, 722 

Svabhavavada, synonym- of Fratltya- 
samutpada, 174 

Svetaketu, a grhastha teacher, 514 
Taksa§ila, sarpasatra in, 258 
Tali, meaning of, 45 1~2 
Tambapannidvipa, 294 
Tamralipti, 234 

Tan trie literature, classification of, 
756 f. 

Tara (a fee) 27, 615 
Tara in Bod h- Gay a insen, 16-7, 19 
Tattvasamgraha, Bodhicaryavatara- 
panjika quotes seven Karikas 
from, 811 ; some notes on, 

354*5 • » 

T axila evidences showing the Perso- 
Hellenistic origin of Indian art, 

697 

Te-na-ka-che-ka, Chinese name for 


Sulvasutras, 480, 484) 494-6 Dhanakafa-ka, 795 

Sumeria, 254, 256 


> ThaneSvara, 229 
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Theravadins, kaya conceptions of, 
522-3 

Thieving practised as an art, 312 
Tlksna, 625, 634, 782 
Tfrthas, 659!. $ (officials), eighteen, 
441, 628, 632 
Trikaya. See Kaya 
Town, division of, 622 9 conser- 
veiicy and sanitation of, 623 $ 
picture of, 408-9 
Trikandasesa, 747 
Tumvuru, name of a gandharva, 
75 5 > 76 5-6 

Turuskadanda, a kind of tax du- 
ring Gahadavala rule, 91 
Ubhayavetanas, 629, 636 
Udaka, 595 

Udaka-vadya, paying on Jalata- 
ranga, 196 
Udayaditya, 225 
XJdayagiri, caves of, 693 
Udayin, 399 

Uddalaka, a grhastha teacher, 

4*5 

Uddyotakara, 712 
Udra or UdradeSa, 661-3 
Ujjain, 399; Indian astronomy 
amalgamated with Greek art, 
259 ; Siddhantas formulated 
at, 260 

Upadha (tests) for spies, 627 
Upama, 778-9 
Usas, 256 
Utkala, 661-3 

Uttaradhyayana Sutra, 191, 208, 

7UI 

VacaknavJ, 646 
Vada, definition of, 85 
Vajravarman, contemporary of 
Kalacuri Gangeyadeva, 226f. 


Valabhi, not a feudatory state 
under Harsa, 230 
Vallabhacarya, 189, 194b 
Vakpatiraja, contemporary of 
Bhavabhuti, 706 n, 
Vakroktijlvita, 788 
Vamana, 704 
Vanaprastha, 413 
Vanavasi, 294 

Vanchi, identification of, 124 
Vanga, 294 
VangadeSa, 227 
Varahamihira, 137 
Varman dynasty of East Bengal, 
origin of, 224-8 
Vartani (a cess), 621 
Vasantasena the heroine, 301 f. 
Vasavadatta, 699f, 
Vasavadatta-natyadhara, 704 
Vastu-sastras, 215 
Vastu-vidya, 202 

Vasubandhu, Vadavidhi attributed 
to, 86 

Vasudeva, minister of the Sungas, 

6lI-2 

Vasumitra, 396b, 820 
Vasus, seven, then eight, 245 
Vatsyayana, 188, 193, 203, 205, 
208f. 

Vatsyayanabhasya, 433 
Veda, Yajnacakra and, 177, 180 
Vedanta, Caitanya and, 655 ; 
grhastha teachers and students 
of, 415-6, 653 ; home of, 655, 
656 ; parivrajaka writers on, 
651 ; sannyasi students of, 651, 
652 ; Vedantist and, 408-16, 
646-58 ; women excluded from 
the study of, 658 

Vedas, 213, 215 antiquity of, 
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further researches into, 243-8 ; 
study of, 412 

Vidura, dies the death of a Parsi, 
266 

Vidyapati. 327, 330 
Vidyasundar, 3 30 
Viharas (Buddhist), 41 1 , 413, 654 
Vijayacandra, son of Govinda- 
candra, g8f. 

Vikramaditya, 235, 713-4 
Vinaya, defined in the Ta tche tou 
louen, 2 

Vinayakapala, 132 
Vinayaditya, 235 
Vinaya Pifcaka, fables in, x 
Visakhadatta, author of Mudra- 
raksasa, 9, 184 

Visnu, 1 81 ; legend about, 246 
Visnu-purana, sixty-four arts men- 
tioned in, 190 
Visvamitra, 191, 257 
ViSvanatha, author of Sahitya- 
darpana, 7x0 

Vivltadhyaksa, duties of, 620-1 
Vrndavana, 210 

Vyasabhasya on Yoga-sutra quoted 
in Jayamangala, 424-5 
War, duties of spies during, 637 
Wayang Beber, 187 
Wills, C.U„on Sambalpur Athara- 
garh, 341-7 

Women, brahmavidya not studied 
: by, 646, 648, 658 


Wootz. See Steel. 

Yadavas of East Bengal, 226 
Yagesvara, 236-43 ; meaning of, 
242 

Yajiia, see Sacrifice. 

Yajnacakra, 173 ; explanation of, 
175 ; idea of, older than the 
Bhagavadgita, 175 
Yaksa statutes, 694 
Yama, 185 

Yamantaka, see Yamari 
Yamari, a three-headed statue of, 

641-5 

Yaska’s Nirukta, 244 
Yaiodharman identified with 
Vikramaditya, 714 
Yatravetana (a fee), 615 
Yavanaraja of the Hathigumpha 
inscr., 597. See Demetrius. 
Yoga, x8o 
Yoga School, 814 
Yogavrttam, spies in connection 
with, 634 

Yudhisthira same as Zoroaster, 
264-7 

Yuvaraja, allowances of, 280. 
Zamindars, 674-6 
Zarathustra, belonged to 14th Cen 
tury B, C. 268 ; meaning of, 
268-70 

Zend Avesta, 257, 260 
Zoroaster, date of, 260, 274 
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Fables in the Yinaya-Pitaka of the Sarvastivadin School 

Many Indian fables are anterior to Buddhism. Some of 
them must be anterior even to the invasion of India by the 
Aryans . 1 The apostles of Buddhism had quickly realized 
the utility of these tales in appealing to the heart 
of man, and they had adapted the old fables to the 
needs of their propaganda. Such is the origin of the Jataka 
and other moral tales, which, on account of their antiquity 
and uncertain sources, did not take long to be considered as 
“the sayings of Buddha” ( Buddhctvacancm ) and have been 
classed as such in the Sutta-Pitaka after the codification of 
the Scriptures. 

Other tales, which are less ancient, have a different 
character. They are no longer popular tales handed down 
orally from generation to generation, but literary compositions 
which were written by a known author and the paternity of 
which could not in consequence be attributed to Buddha. 
What was to be done with these new productions ? One 

i On the subject of Austro-Asiatic elements contained in Indian 
folklore, cf. L& prologue-cadre dcs Mille et une Nazis et Is theme du 
svayamvara, JA, 1924, H> pp. A; ar *d Princesse a lodeur 
de poisson et la nagl, Etudes Asiatiques publiees a V occasion du 25c 
A nniversaire deVEcole Franchise d' Extreme Orient, II, pp. 265 ff. 

MARCH, 1929 r * 


2 FABLES IN THE VINAYA-PItAKA OF THE SARVSSTIV1DIN SCHOOL 

could either exclude them from the Canon, or include them 
in one or the other Basket ( Pit aha }. The alternative adopted 
has been different according to the schools and the sects. Let 
us examine that which the Sarva.stiva.dins have chosen. I 
purposely pass over the sectarian ramifications of this impor- 
tant group, and I confine myself to a consideration of the two 
principal schools, viz., that of Mathura and that of Easmlr. 

One reads in the Ta tche tou louen, which is the Chinese 
translation of a commentary (attributed to Nagarjuna) on 
the Pahcavimsati - sdhasrilcd-praj hapd ramita, 1 “That which is 
called Vinaya is (a statement) of the faults committed by the 
bhiksus : according to the precepts laid down by Buddha, this 
must be done ; this must not be done ; in doing this one 
commits such a fault. The abridged statement is in eighty 
chapters. There is besides a second part. On the one hand, 
in the Vinaya of Mathura, the Avadanas and the Jatahas are 
in eighty chapters. On the other, the Jatahas and the Ava- 
danas are excluded from the Yinaya in the country of Easmlr 
(Ki-Pin). (The latter) does not contain anything more than 
the essential, which has been divided into ten chapters • (but) 
there is a vibhasa in eighty chapters which comments on it.” 

It appears that the Vinaya of Mathura and that of 
Easmlr differ considerably. At Mathura, the Vinaya, 
properly so called, was in eighty chapters, while at Easmlr 
we have to distinguish between a text in ten chapters and 
a vibhasa eight times longer. Again, while the fables (Jatahas 
and Avadanas) remain excluded from the Vinaya of Kas'mlr, 
those tales constitute at Mathura a collection as voluminous 
as the Vinaya itself. Several facts support the indications 
furnished by the Ta tche tou louen. 

The Mahavastu, the complete title of which is Mahdvastv- 

t Cf. Tripit., Tokyo edition, xx, s, p. 105, col. 2. This text was 
kindly communicated to me by M. Pelliot and I have published a first 
translation of it in my Legends of the Emperor Aboka (p. 214). It is this 
translation that I reproduce here with modifications in certain places, 
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avadana, 1 actually contains a large number of fables, 
avadanas and jdtakas. We know that this collection was 
attached to the Vinaya-pitaka of the Lokottaramdins of the 
MahdsmgMka School. 

The Tibetan catalogue of Tanjur supplies a fact of 
the same kind for the Sarvmtivddin School. Volume xc of 
Mdo’grel contains, among other pieces : 

No. 17 Stivcmtavcmiavadma 
No. 18 Kunalavaddna 
No. 19 Aryanandimitravctdana 
No. 20 Saptakumarilcavaddna, 

Now, according to the index (f. 129, 2-3) cited by Cordier 
(Bstan ’gyur, hi, p. 416), the above four avadanas are 
mentioned to be included in the cycle (’Ichor) of the Vinaya- 
Pitalca (’dul-ba’i sde-snod ). 

In short, the Vinaya-Pitalca of the Kasmlr School, like 
that of most of the sects, contains nothing more than the texts 
of Discipline, while the Vinaya-Pitaha of Mathura, like that 
of the Lokottaravadins of the Mahasaiigha, contains in addi- 
tion an important collection of fables in eighty chapters. 

According to the Ta tche ton louen, these fables were of 
two kinds, jataka and avadana, They perhaps formed two 
series, which I propose, in order to fix the ideas, to call 
avadanamala and jdtakamala. We should thus have, in the 
Vinaya-Pitaka of the Sarvastivadins, the equivalent of the 
two collections, Jatakamala and Pratyekabuddhamala, which, 
according to the Report of Nandimitra, were, in another 
Canon, attached to the Abhidharma-Pitaka. 1 2 

What was the original word which the translator of the 
Ta tche ton louen has rendered in Chinese by you (class, 
group or category) and which I have provisionally translated 

1 M. H. Zimmer insists rightly on this point : Zum MahUvastu- 
Avadana in Zeitschr. f. Ind. u, Iran., vol. Ill, pp, 201 ff. 

2 Sylvain Levi et Ed, Chavannes, Les Seise Arhat Protecteurs 
de la Loi, JA, 1916, p. 20 of extract. 
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by “chapter” ? We are told that the Yinaya-Pitaka of 
Kasmlr was in ten pou’s. On the other hand, we know that 
the Yinaya of the Sarvastivadins was called the “Yinaya in 
ten narratives (adhyaya)” in Chinese : die song Uu. It is 
therefore probable that the ten pou’s of the Yinaya of 
Kasmlr were adhyayas or “narratives.” 

We have to remember here that the Divyavadana , which 
likewise belongs to the literature of the Sarvastivadins, is 
found in several recensions, of which at least one has pre- 
served the ancient division into adhyayas. Ms. 88 of the 
Bibliotheque Nationale of Paris contains a Divyavadanamala 
which consists of only twenty-one avadanas distributed among 
thirty adhyayas . 1 On the other hand, the printed Divya- 
vadana contains thirty-eight avadanas, of which only one, 
the fiardula harnav adana, is still divided into adhyayas. 
Divyavadana and Divyavadanamala are so entirely different 
that we cannot draw any conclusions regarding the contents 
of the collection which is doubtless their (common) source. 
But it does not seem improbable that both of them were 
attached to the ancient avadanamala of the Sarvastivadins. 
The epithet “divya” given to the collections actually known 
implies that this collection stood on a higher level than the 
others. Its success and its popularity sufficiently account 
for the rehandlings which it has undergone in the course of 
the centuries, and consequently also for the diversity of our 
collections. The Divyavadana which contains a Mahay ana 
sutra 2 has probably been rehandled lately. The Avadana- 
mala of Mathura perhaps contained the four avadanas of Mdo 
’grel, three of which are not to be found at the present day 
in our Divyavadana. 

At first sight, the above considerations seem to be in 
contradiction with the very plausible opinion, according to 
which the Vinaya of the Mulasarvastivadins has been 

1 Cf. Divyavadana, edited by Cowell and Neil, Appendix C. 

2 The 34th avadana, entitled Danad hikar amahayanasutra. 
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compiled in Kasmir. 1 This monumental Yinaya contains 
a large number of avadanas, but we also find that the Vinaya 
of Kasmir discarded, according to the Ta tche tou louen , 
the avadanas. The difficulty is not insoluble. The Yinaya 
of the Mulasarvastivadins seems to be a sort of reservoir, into 
which have flowed all the currents of the Sarvastivadin 
literature. It is the Total in which have been doubtless 
incorporated, by the side of an older Vinaya, the AvadSnamSlS 
and the Jatakamala of the SarvastivSdins. We should not 
therefore be surprised to find in it pieces of diverse 
character and especially some important tales extracted 
from the Divyavadana. 

MM. Edouard Huber and Sylvain L6vi, the first authors 
who have noted the pieces common to the Vinaya of the Mula- 
sarvastivadins and the Divyavadana hold that the first work 
was the origin of the second. Quite recently, again, M. 
Sylvain Levi has written that the Divyavadana is “a collection 
of tales sliced out, almost all of them, from the huge Vinaya 
of the Mulasarvastivadins” (JA, J uly-September, 1927, pp. 
103ff.). This view is probably incorrect. It does not appear 
that the Vinaya is the source of the Divyavadana. The 
compilers of the Vinaya of the Mulasarvastivadins are likely 
to have borrowed from the Divyavadana, or, to be more 
precise, from the ancient collection of fables of which our 
Divyavadana is only a late recension. 

Jean Przyltjski 


i The North - West of India in the Vinaya of the Mulasarvastiva- 

dins, JA, 1914, II, p. 493 ff. 


The Coronation of Candragupta Maurya 


Max Muller in his History of Ancient Sanskrit Literature 
has said : “Whatever changes may have been introduced into 
the earlier chronology of India, nothing will ever shake the 
date of Candragupta, the illegitimate successor of the Nandas, 
the ally of Seleueus, the grand-father of Asoka. That date is 
the sheet-anchor of Indian chronology/’ 1 2 This dictum has 
been unreservedly accepted by orientalists for the last half 
century, and few attempts have been made to fix 
the date exactly. Absolute accuracy in matters of ancient 
Indian chronology is almost unattainable, but in an important 
matter like this an attempt should be made to reduce 
the possibility of error to a minimum and arrive at the date 
independently. V. A. Smith, of all scholars, has attempted 
a solution in an independent manner, but he has made much 
of the classical accounts of Alexander's invasion and has 
questioned the historical value Of the Indian play Mudra- 
raksasa .* According to him, the accession of Candragupta 
to the throne of Magadha may be dated ‘‘between 325 and 
320 B. C., perhaps in 322 B. C.” 3 Although it is admitted, 
on the authority of Justin, 4 that the palace revolution at 
Pafaliputra preceded the attack on Alexander’s governors, 
the general rising which swept away Macedonian authority 
in India could not have begun till the news of Alexander’s 
death had been confirmed beyond doubt, and the season had 

1 Ancient Sanskrit Lit. (i86o), p. 300. 

2 In one place (Early Hist., 4th ed„ p. 45, n.i), on the authority 
of Hillebrandt, he says that “the plot is based on accurate information 
and ancient court tradition.” In another connexion (Ibid., p. 123, n.i) 
he says: “It is hardly safe to rely wholly for matter-of-fact history 
on a work of imagination composed several centuries after the events 
dramatised.” 

3 Early Hist., 4th ed., p. 45 4 ibid., p, 46, n. 2. 
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permitted the execution of military operations with facility. 1 
The revolution, as Smith asserts, had various stages covering 
at least a year, and “when all opposition had been crushed 
by force or circumvented by guile, Candragupta, in the 
vigour of his early manhood, stood forth as the unquestioned 
master of Northern India.” 2 The accession of Candragupta, 
therefore, could not possibly take place before 322 B.C. 

In recent times the Mudrarahsasa has come to be regarded 
as an historical play, 3 and whatever controversy there 
may be regarding the author, the date of composition, and 
the identification of the different frontier tribes mention- 
ed in it, there is no denying the fact that with the scanty 
materials at our disposal regarding the last days of the 
Nandas, and the accession of Candragupta Maurya, we are 
obliged to fall back on this drama and shape our conclusions 
accordingly. It is not possible to reconstruct the ordering of 
events between the fall of the Nandas and the accession of 
Candragupta with the assistance of the Puranas and the 
Buddhistic and Jain a works, because they are absolutely silent 
on Alexander’s invasion. We are, therefore, compelled to fall 
back upon the classical accounts and the drama referred to. 

The classical authors speak sparingly about Candragupta, 
his lineage, the way in which he came to the throne and 
became master of Northern India, and about the Nandas who 
were superseded by the Mauryas. Moreover, the references to 
the Nandas are wholly conjectural, Diodorus speaks of one 
Xandrames , king of the Tabresicms and the Gandaritoe 
beyond the Ganges. Quintus Curtius speaks of one Aggra- 
men, king of the Qangaridoe and Parrhasu, and Justin relates 
the story of Nandrum having put Sandrcicottas 4 to flight. 
As regards Candragupta, his coming to the throne of 
P&faliputra is not even mentioned and Justin only says 

i Ibid., p. 122. 2 Early Hist., p. 46. 

3 Camb. Hist., pp. 467, 471. 

4 Wilson’s Indian Theatre, II, pp. 147-9. 
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that he was of humble origin and was called to royalty by 
the power of the gods. He collected bands of robbers and 
roused the Indians to reconquer the empire. When attacking 
the captains of Alexander, he had the distinction of being in 
the van and mounting on an elephant of great size and 
strength. These scattered and fragmentary references do 
not give us a clear idea of the way in which the Indian em- 
pire of Alexander and the dominions of the Nandas became 
the empire of Candragupta. The sequence of events also 
is not clear, and from these classical references we cannot 
come to the conclusion that the destruction of the Nandas 
preceded the expulsion of foreigners 1 2 or vice versa. 

Smith’s assertion that the campaign of Candragupta 
against foreigners began after the demise of Alexander is 
not strictly tenable. A close study of Alexander’s campaign 
against the barbarians, both Indian and non-Indian, will not 
warrant the assumption that his enemies were in fear of 
Alexander, and that no revolution was possible in India as 
long as he lived. From the Battle of Hydaspes down to his 
retirement from India he had had to conduct a most strenuous 
campaign. The fight with Porus was sufficient to damp the 
ardour of his soldiers. On his way down the Indus he came 
across hostile confederacies of autonomous tribes, while in 
Gedrosia he received the news of the assassination of Philippos 
by his mercenary soldiers. Moreover, towards the close of 
his career Alexander's popularity was considerably shaken 
by the frequent mutinies of his veterans whom he wanted 
to disband and send back, and by his assumption of oriental 
luxury so distasteful to his hardy Macedonian soldiers . 3 The 
Indians certainly were informed of these developments, and 
they, therefore, did not wait for the death of Alexander to 

1 Its admissibility is suggested by a passage in Justin quoted in 
Early Hist., p, 46, n. 2, but it is not borne out by independent references. 

2 Plutarch’s Lives, pp. 393 ; 421-23. Hopkinson’s Greek Leaders, 

pp, 206 ff. L; .y- db'" ^ ' ' : : 
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throw off the Hellenic yoke. Assuming, therefore, that as 
soon as Alexander turned his back upon India (Sept-., 326 B.O.) 
there was a general revolt against him, Candragupta’s acces- 
sion to the throne of Pataliputra would appear to have taken 
place simultaneously or a little earlier. Here the Indian 
play comes to our assistance. 

Traditions 1 must have been handed down to posterity 
regarding the revolution which placed Oandragupta Maurya 
on the throne of Magadha and made him Lord Paramount 
of the whole of Northern India including the provinces con- 
quered by Alexander, and these traditions were cast into 
a dramatic mould by Visakhadatta about 400 A.C. 2 But 
in measuring the historical value of our play we should be 
guided by the general trend of the plot and the atmosphere 
pervading throughout, rather than by the personnel of the 
drama and the tribes and place-names. Thus it is idle to 
speculate regarding the identification of Parvataka, his 
son Malayaketu, and the frontier tribes which fought for and 
against Oandragupta. The name Parvataka passed in 
course of time into the general folk-lore of India, and in all 
accounts of Candragupta’s accession he is a familiar figure. 
There might have been some historical truth underlying 
this particular tradition, but in our play, as in other accounts, 
it has lost all significance and historical value. Hence Parva- 
taka is not infrequently called Bailesvara or JParvatesvara and 
the name of his son Malayaketu has almost the same meaning. 
Seven centuries after the events narrated, people remembered 
only the general course of the revolution, and in order to 
give it a realistic shape invented names and utilised the 
oft-repeated expressions regarding the frontier tribes. 3 We 

1 Camb. Hist., p. 47is 47 n. 

2 Konow, Speyer, Hillebrandt quoted in Early Hist., p. 45, n. 1. 

3 “The names of the allied kings in the drama need not be 
seriously considered, since Sanskrit literature is rich in varieties of 
nomenclature, which hardly ever fail, even in closely related versions 
of a single story," Camb. Hist., p. 471, n. 3. 

I.H.Q., MARCH, 1929 2 
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shall try to find a proper solution of the problem whether 
the installation of Candragupta on the throne of Magadha 
preceded the destruction of foreign garrisons. The following 
have led scholars to conclude that Candragupta secured 
the Punjab before he turned his eyes towards Magadha. 

(a) “ Sandracottus was the author of the liberty of 

India- after Alexander’s retreat Collecting 

bands of robbers he roused the Indians to renew 
the empire .” 1 

(b) The Ceylonese story of Candragupta’s taking 
warning from a conversation between a mother and 
her son regarding the futility of attacking the 
capital first . 2 

(c) The mention in the Mudraralcsasa of Yavanas 3 as 
having assisted Candragupta against the Nandas 
of Pafaliputra. 

(d) The existence of a Buddhist 4 as well as a Jaina 5 story 
about Candragupta’s second attempt beginning 
with the frontiers. From this it is concluded that 
the overthrow of Nanda “can hardly have been 
effected without the kingdom of Porus .” 6 

Justin’s inconclusive statement, supplemented by Plu- 
tarch’s, originally held the field . 7 But of late, it has been 

1 Justin, 15-4, quoted by Wilson : Indian Theatre, II, p. 149. 

2 Mahavamsa Tika, quoted in Tumour’s Intro, to Mahavamsa, 
p. xxxviii. 

3 Telang’s ed. (6th), p. 124. 

4 The story in the Mahavamsa Tika. 

5 The story in the Parisistaparvan. 

6 Camb. Hist., p. 471. Although stress is laid on the authen- 
ticity of the Mudraraksasa, it is added that “a conquest of the Punjab 
by Candragupta with forces from Eastern Hindustan has little in- 
herent plausibility ; before the British power the movement had been 
consistently in the opposite direction.”— Loc. cit. 

7 V. Smith, Early Hist. (3rd ed.), p. 39, n. 2; McCrindle’s Invasion 
of India by Alexander the Great, pp. 404^ 


the coronation of CHANDRAGUPTA MAURYA II 

so interpreted as to prove the priority of the overthrow of the 
Nandas . 1 

The story of Mahanaman in his Tika is in line with the 
whole set of incredible stories regarding Kalasoka and the 
Nandas, and we cannot rely on it. 

The passage in the Mudraraksasa is open to different 
interpretations, as the word Tavana has been taken differently 
by authors. Stress need not be laid on this term as well as on 
the names of other tribes mentioned in the play. The Yavanas 
in our passage were, as Telang is inclined to think, “probably 
some of the frontier tribes inhabiting Afghanistan and the 
neighbouring districts .” 2 Even if Yavana stands for the 
Greeks, we cannot therefrom suppose that Candragupta 
first conquered the Greek principalities of N. W. India 
and then turned against Magadha. The most plausible 
conclusion seems to be that while Candragupta was invading 
Magadha he was assisted by a large number of predatory 
frontier tribes, among which there were probably some Greek 
deserters . 3 Hence we find Yavanas and Parvataka among 
the adherents of Candragupta , 4 But we are not justified 
in drawing the conclusion that Candragupta conquered 
the whole of the west before turning eastward. On the 
contrary, the Mudraraksasa affords ample materials which 
force us to a different conclusion. 

The play begins with a narration of events which took 
place just after the overthrow of the Nandas and the entry of 
Candragupta into the Capital. There are enemies within and 

i Early Hist., 4th ed., p. 46, n. 2. 2 Telang’s ed„ p. 29. 

3 Alexander’s unpopularity towards the close of his career, and 
the fact that he wanted several times to disband his veterans in 

consequence of which they mutinied, might have led to desertion on 
a large scale ; the murder of Philippus and the general insecurity of 
the Macedonians in India might also have induced desertion. 

4 Tradition might have been current that Candragupta after- 

wards appointed a Yavana governor and invested him with the title 
of king. Comp. Yavanaraja Tushaspa of Asoka. . . 
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without ; spies are being appointed indiscriminately by both 
the parties; Raksasa and the adherents of Nandastir up revolt 
among the western tribes and instigate Malayaketu, the son 
of the murdered Parvataka, to avenge the wrong done to 
his father ; in short, the revolution proper has just begun. 
But even here almost invariably Candragupta is styled 
king ( Deva or Bajan). This is significant, and it shows that 
perhaps immediately after the capital was stormed Candra- 
gupta was placed on the throne and styled J Raj an . 1 2 Then 
again Candragupta even after taking the capital and 
placing himself on the throne, had yet to subdue other kings 
and make himself lord paramount of India. In Act 
III 3 Caonakya accosts Candragupta with the benediction 
that he might be graced by the homage of kings coming from 
the region bounded by the mountains in the north and the 
ocean in the south. 

In Act IV 3 Malayaketu is aggrieved at the thought 
that though nine months had passed away since his father’s 
death he could not avenge himself on Candragupta. Again, 
in the concluding stanza of the play there is clear indication 
that the revolution is at an end, the attack of the barbarians 
has ceased, and Candragupta is wished a long life. Prom 
all this it is clear that the revolution, when it began, placed 
Candragupta on the throne of Magadha, but it continued 
for about a year, at the end of which the attacks of the 
enemies ceased and Candragupta introduced order into the 
kingdom. 

It was not difficult for Candragupta to overthrow the 
Nanda dynasty whose inherent weakness he had revealed 
to Alexander while in the Punjab. But it was difficult for 
him certainly at the outset to capture the Indus valley and 

1 Comp# the incident referred to in Act III where Vairocaka, 
brother of the murdered Parvataka, is made to sit on the throne side 
by side with Candragupta. 

2 Tdang's ed., p. 164. 3 Telang’s ed., p# 192. 
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Sind which had offered a strenuous resistance to Alexander. 
It is well to remember in this connection that at the time of 
the partition of Alexander's empire at Babylon and Tripara- 
deisos not only no notice was taken of Alexander’s conquests 
beyond the Indus, but even considerably enlarged territories 
were conceded to Porus, for, according to Diodorus 1 “it was 
impossible to remove these kings without royal troops under 
the command of some distinguished general.” The strength 
and independence of the Indian rulers — Taxiles and Porus — 
were recognised by Alexander. 2 No sooner was he gone than 
Philippus was murdered. Alexander did not feel strong 
enough to appoint a successor himself ; he only left Eudemos 
in charge of the military affairs. After the treacherous assassi- 
nation of Porus, both Eudemos and Peithon, son of Ag6nor, 
left the Indian soil never to return, and no arrangement was 
ever made with regard to the Indian “satrapies” of Alexander 
till the unsuccessful attempt of Seleucus to recover them. 
All these circumstances go to show how powerful these 
Indian rulers were ; and, therefore, it was not possible for 
Candragupta to conquer the west before conquering the 
east. When after the assassination of Porus both Eudemos 
and Peithon retired, and no arrangement was made for 
the Indian provinces of Alexander, Candragupta embolden- 
ed by the capture of Pataliputra and the acquisition 
of the resources of the Nandas absorbed the western 
regions. v 

Hence in fixing the chronology of this period of Indian 
history we should say that as soon as Alexander turned his 
back upon India (Sept., 326 B. C.), the Magadha revolution 
began, and Candragupta after ousting the Nauda Dynasty 
planted himself on the throne of Pataliputra, and that this 
revolution, as V. Smith says, had successive stages covering 
almost a year, at the end of which all trouble ceased and 
Candragupta began a career of conquest and consolidation. 

1 Diodorus, XVIII, 39, 6. 2 Ibid,, XVIII, 3, 4» 
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Hence 325 B. C. is the most approximate date of Candra- 
gupta’s accession . 1 

Jyotirmoy Sen 


A Buddhist Inscription from Bodh-Gaya of the Reign 
of JayaccandradeYa— V • S- I24x. 

This inscription was found at Bodh-Gaya some fifty 
years ago by Sir Alexander Cunningham. He placed 
it for decipherment at the disposal of Dr. Rajendralal 
Mitra, who published it with a translation and a 
facsimile in the Proceedings of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, 
1880, pp. 78-80, pi. vm. It is noticed as No. 177 in 
Kielhorn’s List of the Inscriptions of Northern India 2 3 
and included by Messrs. Mehta and Diskalkar in their 
List of Inscriptions of the G-ahadavala Rulers of KanaujP 
Au excellent facsimile of the inscription (without, how- 
ever, any transcript) appeared in Mr, R. D. Banerji*s 
memoir on the Palas of Bengal , 4 During my study of the 

1 Cunningham arrived at this date from a critical examination 
of the Pali Buddhistic annals. — Bhilsa Topes, pp. 75-6. 

Jayaswal’s calculation of the date of Asoka’s coronation leads him 
to accept B. C. 325-4 as that of Candragupta. Hence he rejects the 
theory of V. Smith that Candragupta could not begin operations 
before the news of Alexander’s death reached India. The retreat of 
Alexander was the end of his prestige in India, and the murder 
of Parvataka in the Mudraraksasa probably refers to the assassi- 
nation of Philippus in B. C. 324-3. — JASB, I913, pp. 3i7ff. 

The date 325 B. C. is also arrived at by a Jaina reckoning 
according to which Sthulabhadra died 219 A. M. (==326 B. C.). And 
this incident took place simultaneously with the accession of 
Candragupta. 

2 Ep. Ind., vol. V. App., p. 26. 

3 J, B. 0 . R. 8 „ vol. XIII, p. 84. 

4 Mem. As, Soc. Beng., vol, V, no. 3, pi, xxxii. 
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Gahadavala records, I found that Dr. Mitra’s readings ancl 
translation of this inscription required revision. I, therefore, 
re-edit the inscription from the two published facsimiles men- 
tioned above. I had not the advantage of examining any 
estampage of the original inscription, which, I am told, is no 
longer available. 

The inscription according to Dr. Mitra covers a space 
of 19" X 12" and consists of 17 lines of writing. A portion 
of the slab is broken away and eight letters are thus miss- 
ing, — two in 1. 15, two in 1. 16, and four in 1. 17. A few 
others are also injured in lines 3, 4, 6, 8, 9, and 17. With the 
exception of these, the inscription appears to have been 
quite in a good condition. 

The Characters are Nagarl of the twelfth century 
A.c. and in type resemble those of the Sarnath inscription of 
Kumaradevx, 1 the Sltalaghafa (Gaya) inscription of Yaksa- 
pala, 2 the Krsna-dvarika 3 and the Narasimha temple 4 
(Gaya) inscriptions of Nayapala, the Aksayavata (Gaya) 
inscription of Vigrahapala III, 5 and the Silimpur inscription 
of Prahasa. 6 Regarding the vowel signs attention may be 
drawn to the different forms of the medial u, viz. a com- 
ma-shaped curve annexed below, e.g. in guru (1. 2), a hook 
attached to the right, e.g. in rucira (1. 1), and a wedge at the 
lower end, e.g. in madhura (1. 7). In respect of consonants 
the final forms of l and m are noteworthy. Pinal t is written 
by a comma-shaped curve with a hook upon it and the sign 
of the virdma below, e.g. in samantdt (1. 1). Pinal m has the 
form of the usual looped m , only smaller in size, the virdma 

1 Ep. lnd., vol. IX, pp. 3i9ff., pi. facing p. 324. 

2 lnd. Ant., vol. XVI, pp, 648". ; Mem. As. Soc. Beng., vol. V, no. 
3, pp. 96-97 and PI. 

3 /. A. S. B., 1900, pt. I, pp. 1 90-195 ; Mem. As. Soc. Beng., vol. 
V, no. 3, pi. xxv. 

4 Mem. As. Soc. Beng., vol. V, no. 3, p. 78 and pi. 

5 Ibid., pp. 81-82 and pi. 

6 Ep. Ind., vol. XIII, pp. 283-295 and pi. — 
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stroke being shown below, e.g. in citram (1. 7). Superscript 
r is indicated by a short slanting stroke starting from the 
middle of the left side of the following consonant, e.g. in 
nirjara (1. 11). Y is distinguished from p in having the 
vertical straight line on the right continued below its junction 
with the curve on the left. 

In respect of Orthography may be noted the use of 
the same sign both for v and b, the occasional substitution of 
s for visarga and the doubling of c, n and t following a super- 
script r. Instances of errors of writing occur in ahalpasa, 
(1. 12) where the visarga at the end is omitted, and in 
gkatuna (1. 7) miswritten for patuna. 

The Language of the record is Sanskrit. With the 
exception of the introductory Om namo JBuddhaya the whole 
of the inscription is in verse, numbering 17 in all and com- 
posed in a variety of metres, viz. Sragdhara, Sarddulavikrl- 
dita, Indravajra, Vasantatilaka, MalinI, Anusfubh, Rathod- 
dhata and Arya. As to the style of the composition Dr. 
Mitra observes, “The language of the large record is high- 
flown, and very much involved. Metaphors and similes are 
scattered in it with no niggard hand, and they are mostly 
very much overstrained, and difficult of reproduction in plain 
English.” 

The object of the inscription is to record the excavation 
by a Buddhist monk, named Srimitra, of a large cave at 
Jayapura, bearing in front one or two figures of Simhanada 1 
and in the courts images of three Taras installed in separate 
shrines. Of these three Taras two are mentioned by name, 

i It is of interest to note in this connection that at Patan in 
Nepal, all the more important Viharas have two images of Simhanada, 
either in stone or in bronze, on either side of the staircase leading to 
the sanctum ; see Bhattacharya, Indian Buddhist Iconography , p. 36. 
A similar method appears to have been adopted in the decoration of 
this cave, too, either with one or two figures of Simhanada in front 
of the entrance. . , ■ ' 
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viz., Ugratara 1 and Dattatara-, 2 while the third one is 
merely described as “wearing orange clothes.” 3 The record 
opens with an obeisance to Buddha ; the . first three verses 
are addressed respectively to the Primordial Nature, known 
also as the Adi-Buddha, 4 Bodhisattva Lokesvara and .Ekajata 
(vs. 1-3). The inscription then proceeds to give; an 
eulogistic account of the monk Srlmitra who caused this 
cave to be made (vs. 4-9). His virtues are described, and 
it is stated that he converted to the Buddhist faith many 
kings who had formerly followed the ‘wrong path’; (v. 7). 
These royal disciples of Srlmitra included Jayaccandra- 
deva (v. 10), who is referred to in the following verse as the 
king of Kasi (v. 11). It is ; also stated that he restored 
the discipline of Mahabodhi and recovered some scriptures 
and treatises of a like nature that had fallen into obscurity 
(v. 11). The cave is then described (vs. 12-14), the date of 
its excavation being noted in terms of a chronogram the 
year of king Yikramahka indicated by ••• ‘vedas’, , ‘eyes’ and 
‘moon/ i.e., the Vikrama year 124 x (vs. 14, 15). Finally, 
we are informed that this eulogy (prasasti) was composed by 
Manoratha, the son of Sida, written by the kayqstha Puran- 
dara and engraved by the artisan Dharadhara (vs. 16, 17). 

As the first word of the chronogram is missing .it is not 
possible to make an exact calculation of the date. It is 

1 This is a ferocious form of Blue Tara, identified by Getty 
•with Ekajata, to whom an invocation is made in one of the introduc- 
tory verses of the - pramsti ; see- Getty,. Gods, of Northern .Buddhism, 
p. ill. Bhattacharya takes her to be identical with Mahaclna Tara. 
Both the varieties are, however, believed to-be of Northern origin and 
belong to the same class of Blue Tara. See Bhattacharya,.^. - at., 
pp. 76-8 1. 

2 I could trace no mention of this variety of Tara elsewhere. 

3 This description is not, however, definite enough to identify 
this Tara with any particular form. 

4 He is also called Svayambhu or Svabhava, see Getty, op. cit ., 

p - 3 ’ .. 

I.H.Q., MARCH, 1929 I 3 
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evident;, however, that the date fails somewhere within the 
period 1183-1192 a.c. Messrs. Mehta and Diskalkar assume 
the missing word to be equivalent to ‘o’, and accordingly 
give the date as v. s. 1245. This is, however, a mere 
surmise. 

The prelude to the prasasti that starts with a homage to 
Adi-Buddha shows that the monk in honour of whom it was 
written was a follower of that system, which forms a special 
phase of the Mahay§.na Buddhism . 1 Once it was believed 
that this cult first sprang from Nepal in the eleventh century 
A.c. among the Aisvarikas 2 ; subsequent studies have how- 
ever, shown that it originated during the rule of the Palas 
in Eastern India, whence it found its way to the north . 3 The 
special feature of this system consists in tracing the origin 
of even the DhyanI Buddhas to a Primordial Being, the Adi- 
Buddha, who creates the former by the five acts of his con- 
templative power, i.e., the dhyana. Invisible and inactive 
as he is in principle, he is nevertheless a god , 4 for whom 
the Iconography of the later Buddhist pantheon coneieved 
a distinct representation. “The Adi-Buddha,” says Getty 
“is always represented as a ‘crowned Buddha,’ that is to say, 
that although he is a Buddha, he wears the five-leafed crown 
as well as the other traditional ornaments of a Dhyanl- 
Bodhisattva, and is dressed in princely garments .” 5 In view 
of this observation an attempt has been made to identify him 
with a type of crowned figures of Buddha, decked also with 

1 See N. G. Majumdar on “Adi-Buddha in the Eastern School 
of Art,” Annual Report of the Varendra Research Society,' 1926-27, 
Museum Notes, p. 7 ; Louis de la Vailee Poussin on ‘Mahayana’ and 
‘Adi-Buddha,’ Rncy, Rel. Eth., vol. 8, pp. 380 ff. and vol. I, pp. 93 ff. 

2 Getty, op, cit., p. 2 and n. 2 ; Grunwedel, Buddhist Art in 
India, p, 198. 

3 Cf. Majumdar, op. city p. 8 ; J. A. S. B„ vol. II, pp. 57ft ; 
/. B. 0 . R. S., vol. IX, p. 1 14, et seq. 

4 See Poussin, Ency, Rel. Eth., vol. I, p. 99. 

5 Getty, op. city p. 3. 



A BUDDHIST INSCRIPTION FROM BQDII-GAYA 


19 


other jewellery, found in Bihar and Bengal. 1 The Adi- ?! 

Buddha is also represented in Nepal in the shape of a flame 
in accordance with the belief that at the creation of the 
world he manifested himself in the form of a flame issuing 
out of a lotus flower. 2 Sometimes this flame symbol is pub 
in the centre of a crescent moon. 3 The invocatory stanza, 
referred to, is of interest not only as confirming the evidence 
of the existence of the cult of Adi-Buddha in Eastern India 
in the twelfth century a.c., but further, as revealing a con- 
ception of his symbolic representation, simliar to that found 
to exist now only in Nepal. 

The invocations to Bodhisatbva Lokesvara and Ekajata in 
the two following verses seem also to be quite appropriate in 
the light of our knowledge that an image of the former in 
the form of Simlianada was exhibited at the entrance of the 
cave and another of Ugratara (who is identical with Ekajata) 4 
was set up inside. I could, however, find no mention of 
Dattatara elsewhere. Dr. Benoytosh Bhattaeharya, to whom 
I referred, suggests that she is identical with Datta the 
Yaksiial 5 whose mantra has to be uttered in propitiating 
Jambhala. 

This document is also of importance as throwing a fresh 
light on the religion of the Gahadavala king Jayaccandra- 
deva (1170-1194 a.c.), regarding whom it discloses that he 
was a disciple of this Buddhist monk. On the seals attached 
to the copper-plate grants of the Gahadavala rulers, there 
are, however, figures of Garuda, and a conch-shell, which 
is suggested by some to be a representation of the 
pmcajanya conch. 6 In a copper-plate grant of Candra- 

1 Majumdar, op, cit,. p, 8. 

2 Getty, op. cit., p, 2 ; Bhattaeharya, op. cit., p, xxviii ; Mitra, 

Sanskrit Buddhist Literature of Nepal , p.250. 

3 Getty, op cit. , p.2, n. 6 and pi. xix, fig. d. 

4 Ibid., p. in. 5 Bhattaeharya, op. cit., p. 114, 

6 f.A.S.B., vol, XLII, pt, I, p. 314. 

■ :■ ' ; ■ ■ : : ' . \r ' : 
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deva, the founder of the dynasty, it is stated that he made 
gifts of certain villages in the presence of the image of 
Adikesava . 1 We are also informed by a Kamauli grant of 
Vijayacandra that Jayaccandra was initiated ‘as a wor- 
shipper of the god Krsna’ on the day of his installation 
as Yuvaraja . 2 These circumstances indicate that the Gaha- 
davala kings were Vaisnavas. Nevertheless, the significant 
epithet 'paramamahesvara adopted by them attests to their 
devotion to Siva . 3 Evidence is also available of their 
patronage shown to the Buddhist faith. Govindacandra 
(1114-1154 A.c.), the grand-father of Jayaccandra, assigned 
several villages for the support of the friars living in the 
‘great convent of the Holy Jetavana .’ 4 It is also known 
that two of Govindacandra’ s wives were Buddhists . 5 Of a 
more definite nature is the information furnished by the 
present inscription which states that Jayaccandra received 
initiation from a Buddhist teacher. All these facts as 
noted above afford some clear indications of a catholic 
and eclectic spirit that characterised the religious beliefs of 
the Gahadavala princes. 

The record under review describes Jayaecandradeva 
as the king of KasL Under a similar style, he is also 
referred to by the Muhammadan historians . 6 In the 
Madhainagar grant , 7 Laksmanasena is stated to have 
defeated a king of Kasi. Although the latter’s name 
is not mentioned there, there is hardly any room for doubt 
that he belonged to the well-known Gahadavala family. 
The fact of their being thus known as the kings of 
Benares combined with the evidence of their copper-plate 

1 Bp. Ind., vol. XIV, p. 197. 

2 Ep. Ind.py ol. IV, pp. n8ff. 

3 Cf. Ep. Ind.> vol. IV, pp. I25ff. 

4 Ep. Ind., vol. XI, pp. 20ff, 

5 Ep. Ind., Vol. IX, p, 321. 

6 Elliot, History of India, vol. II, pp. 223, 300. 

7 Jour, Proc. As, Soc, Beng. (N.S.), vol, V, pp. 467 ff. 
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grants, the bulk of which were issued from Benares, 
tends to show that the principal residence of the Gahadav&la 
kings was at Benares. We are aware that the first king of 
the line made Kanauj 1 the capital of his dominions, the 
choice being probably due to the prestige which attached to 
this “Rome of mediaeval India’’ in those days. But the 
insecurity of its position so close to’ the Ghaznavid 
dominions of the Punjab probably necessitated ere 
long the selection of a second capital in a more central 
situation. The danger was more evident because of the 
incessant hostilities of the Gahadavalas with their Muham- 
madan neighbours. 2 The situation of Benares ‘in the centre 
of the country of Hind’ coupled with its holy associations 
doubtless marked it out as a suitable site for their purpose 
and Benares thus became the “sister capital” of the Gaha- 
davala empire, which proud position it continued to hold 
till its occupation by the on rushing Muslim hordes after the 
battle of Chandrawar 3 in 1194 A.c. 

Translation 

Om, Adoration to Buddha ! 

May that Smiling Nature, revealed through the mark of 
a cluster of high lustres rising from a crescent (lit. young) 
moon, 4 looking like rows of large teeth of fully-expanded 
and charming beauty, the cause of the emanation of 

1 J.A.S.B., vol. XLII, pt. i, pp. 3 2 iff. 

2 Ep. Ind„ vol. IX, pp. 321 ff. ; Ibid., vol. IV, pp. ri8ff, 
Cf. also Tabakat-i-Nasirl, Raverty’s trans., p. 107 ; Elliot, History of 
India, vol. IV, p. 526. 

3 Tabakat-i-Nasirl , Raverty’s transl., p. 470 ; Elliot, History of 
India, vol. II, p. 223. 

4 For such symbolic representation of the Primeval Buddha 
(Adi-Buddha) cf. Getty, Gods of Northern Buddhism, p. 2, n. 6 and 
pi. xix, fig. d. 
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Sarvajna, 1 with the scripture as a weapon, 2 freeing the 
three worlds of ills, 3 by the shoots, 4 manifest all around, 
of the light of a multitude of pure, noble and great virtues, 
growing within, confer prosperity upon you 5 (v, 1). 

May that Lokesvara, the lord with the lustre of the 
autumn moon, caused as if by the radiation of a mass of 

1 See Hodgson, Language , Literature and Religion of Nepal and 
Tibet) p, 82* The Adi-Buddha is supposed to have produced a Bodhi- 
sattva, “who having migrated through the three worlds, and through 

all six forms of animate existence- appeared at last as 

fSakyasimha to teach mankind the real sources of happiness and 
misery”. 

For the names of Gautama Buddha, see Sanskrit-Tibetan- English 
Vocabulary , Mem, As, Soc, Beng., vol. IV, pp. 1-4. 

2 The Satmsa * astra-sastrafd may be expounded as as tram iva 
sastram yasya sah or “he who holds the scripture like a weapon/ i, e, % 
“he who has the scripture as an attribute.” The epithet is significant, 
describing the nature of Adi-Buddha, who represents the ultimate 
source of supreme wisdom. As ‘the king of the Prajna’ the same 
character was also ascribed to ManjuSn at a later age. See Poussin, 
Ency, ReL Eth, f voh I, pp. 95ff. ; also Getty, op. cit, } pp. 3, 9. 

Cf. i( Asti msti svarupaya jfui na-rupa~$varupine I 
8unya~rupa~svarupaya nam-rupaya te Hamah \\ 

Svayambhu Purana , I. 3, 

3 Cf. Svayambhu Purana (Bib. Ind.), I, 1-8. The Adi-Buddha 
is believed to be universally propitious ; see Poussin, op, cit t) p, 100, 
According to the tradition of Northern Buddhism the special function 
of curing diseases, is attributed to Mania, the ‘Healing Buddha/ who 
is said to have obtained his power from Gautama Buddha, who, we 
know, was the spiritual son of the Adi-Buddha, See Getty, loc. tit, 
pp. 23-24. The Santatirtha near the shrine of the Adi-Buddha at 
the Svayambhuksetra in Nepal is believed to possess the virtue of 
of curing diseases by ablution in its waters $ see Mitra, Sanskrit 
Buddhist Literature of Nepal, p, 253. 

4 Tor Praroka used in a similar sense* cf. fyotilyp rarohair « 
uditah hirastah — Kmmrasambhava, III, 49. 

5 “May he, who is of smiling nature, who is of delightfully 
expanded beauty, who is endowed with the radiance of the sprouts 


A BUDDHIST INSCRIPTION FROM BODH-GAYA 


2 3 


light springing from the flow of knowledge of the world, 1 
gleaming bright in his heart, whose wonderful sympathy, 2 of 
which the essence is mercy, shines forth in the guise of the 
beauty of his bright, clean and rosy 3 nails, grant welfare 
unto you 4 (?. 2), 

of his internal, thriving, noble and mighty mass of merits, made 
manifest by the light of young moons of the large rows of his teeth, 
who, for the sake of glory, has relieved the three spheres of all illness 
by bestowing on them the sastra— may he be to your welfare, 55 — Mitra. 

1 Avalokitesvara is said to be the Bodhisattva of the present 
cycle, namely Bhadrakalpa, covering the period between the dis- 
appearance of the Mortal Buddha, fSakyasiipha and the advent of the 
Future Buddha, Maitreya, 

Cf. KarandavyUha , pp. 21-22 : 

“ Yavat Avalokitesvarasya drdhapratiffia na paripurita bhavanti 
sarvasattvah sarvaduhkkebkyah parimoksitah yavat anuttarayam 
samyak sambo dhau na pratisthapita bhavanti,.....yena yena rup- 
ena vaineyah sattvah ten a tena rnpena d harm am dehay anti tat ha- 

gat avaineyanam tathagatarupena dharmam desayanti mahehvara - 

vaineyanam mahesvararwpena . dharmam desayanti vayuvaineya - 

mm vaynrupena dharmam desayanti avaineyanam sattvanam 

rajaritpena dharmam desayanti matapitrvaineya n am sattvanam 

matrpitrrupena dharmam desayanti yathayathavaineya nam sattvanam 
tathatatharupena dharmam desayanti? 

2 There is a pun on the word raga> which means both ‘sympathy 5 
and ‘redness/ The idea implied, is that the sympathy exhibits itself 
in the redness of his nails. 

Cf. “ Lokesvaram sa rvmigamah a r agar a ktam ekamukkam dvibhujam 
trine tram jatamukutamanditam vafrankitapasankuhahastam raktapadme 
vajraparyankanisannam divyabharanavastravibhusitam atmanam vicin- 
tya...” • ' : ;u 

Sadhanamala vol. I (G. O. Series), p, 80. 

For varieties of Avalokitesvara see Bhattacharyya, op. cit ,, pp. 32ff. 

3 The name of the colour patala is evidently derived from the 
flower of the same name (Bignonia Suaveolens). 

4 “May that lord of regions, the lord, the autumnal moon-light 
of whose heart is manifest by the resplendence of the glorious light 
of the world-enlightening moon of knowledge, whose benevolent 
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May Ekajata, who has made the world flourish, 1 who 
holds by her the uplifted sword of all-pervading mercy, 
like a flag of white lustre formed of the peculiar excellence 
of the mind consisting of the grace devoted to the multitude 
of dependent sentient beings, 2 bestow good fortune upon you 
(v. 3). 

Here lived a great saint, Srlmitra by name, who was the 
foremost of the class of enlightened Siddhas, 3 who was brought 
to being by the merits of the three worlds and by whom 
all the sentient beings were invited for redemption (v. 4). 

It is a wonder that at the benevolence 4 of him, who was 
the object of universal confidence, on account of his being 
inclined to affection, (marked by) his uplifted hands, all the 
animals delighted, — the ferocious shaking off their ferocity, 
the passionate their anger, and the timid their fear, — by 

mind appears lustrous under the guise of the resplendent row of his 
pure, rose-coloured nails — may he grant you blessings. ” — Mitra. 

1 Cf. “Tara Marabhayankari suravaraih sampufita sarvvada 

Lokamm kitakarinl jayati sa mateva ya raksati j 
Karunyena saimyuta bahnvidhiin samsarabhlrun fanan 
T rairl bhaktimatam bibkati jagatara nityam 
* * * * bkayadkvamsini // 

Devya Ekajatayas tu in ant far a jo mahabalah / 

Asya iravanmatrena nirvighno jay ate narali // 

Saubkagyam jayate nityam, vilayam yanti satravdli j 
Dharmaskandho bkaven nityam Buddhatulyo nu samhayah jj 

Sadhanamala, vol, I, pp. 260-262, 

For the Dhyana see Bhattacharya, p. 80. 

2 '‘May he of the one lock of matted hair, whose mind is engag- 
ed in friendship for those who depend on him, who holds up, like a 
standard, the white light of noble speech, who wields the beau- 
tiful scymitar of all-pervading mercy which has made the world 
fearless— may he promote your prosperity.” — Mitra. 

3 “The chief of the pure race of Sambuddha” — Mitra. 

4 Maitn is one of the four perfect states with Buddhists ; see 
M onier Williams, Sanskrit-Englisk Dictionary , s.v. 
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sweet looks, embraces and the shower of nectar 1 , were re- 
presenting their heart having been purged of the mass of 
impurities 2 (v. 5). 

With a mind free from duality and delighting to sport in 
life with the maiden of emancipation, he disdainfully looked 
a little through the corner of his eyes at the eight charming 
Siddhis, 3 with a passion for virtues, who, in quest of a lord, 
went up to him, possessing excellence, 4 skilled (as he was) 
in leaving afflictions away, and lay at his feet 5 (v. 6). 

Being free from all desires, yet in (his) compassion, intent 
on delivering the world and endowed with the highest vision, 
with the achievements of the Enlightened One as his 
highest aim, 6 who guided the rulers of earth addicted to the 
wrong path and ere long made them renowned for the 
worship of Srlghana 7 (v. 7). 

1 I. e., their tears. 

2 “By whose friendly aid the ferocious, giving up their needless 
ferocity, the passionate forsaking their superabundant anger, the 
timid abandoning their fear. — Relying on the friendship of him who 
is the asylum of radiance in this world, even (wild) amimals, endow- 
ing themselves with love, conversed with each other with affection, 
diffusing the nectar of their delightful eyes. What a wonder!’' — 
Mitra, 

3 The eight Siddhis are enumerated in the following verse : 

Anima laghima prapiih prakHmyam viahima tathaj 
Isztvam ca vasitvam ca tatha ka mwvasayitaj / 
see Monier-Williams’ Sanskrit-English Dictionary, s. v. 

4 Sausthavam syad-avasbambho, see Halayudha A bhidhanaratna- 
mala , ed. Aufrecht, IV, 74. 

5 “Enamoured by the maiden of emancipation in this life, that 
person of undeviating mind, did not by the corner of his eyes, cast 
even a reproachful glance at the eight Siddhis, who had achieved 
the exclusion of all created evils, who were devoted voluntarily to 
their husband, who delighted in the enjoyment of good qualities, and 
who lying at his feet/’ — Mitra. 

6 “Looking up for high enterprise.” — Mitra. 

7 A name of Buddha. ... 

MARCH, 1929 4 
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He was always quickly giving away without any attach- 
ment even what did not cross the mind of the supplicant, 
wherefore the ‘thought-gem’ famous for yielding things 
desired became dull in shame 1 (v. 8). 

Of (Ms) fame, of which the body was rising upwards, which 
was ever gaining prosperity in many ways and which even 
fully touched the abode of Brahma, the wonderful and thriv- 
ing whiteness, having bathed again and again from its birth 
in the waters of the river of countless immortals, was equalled 
in achievements with £esa and (thus) proclaimed in the 
three worlds for as long as the cycle continues 2 (v. 9). 

Of that emancipated being the illustrious Jayaccandra- 
deva, the attainment of whose sovereignty was proclaimed 
all over the expanse of the Earth, who was of clear under- 
standing and who was served by a hundred kings, became, 
out of reverence, himself the disciple with a pleasing heart 
and an indescribable hankering (v. 10). 

The pilot of the Faith and the initiating preceptor 
of the king of Kasl, he restored the discipline and re- 
covered the numerous collection of lost scriptures and 
others of the same kind, belonging to the illustrious site of 
the Mah&bodhi (v. 11). 

It is this accomplished, all-knowing and illustrious friend 

i The Cinta-maui could not cope with the monk, being entirely 
dependent for its gift on the suppliant’s desire, while the latter did 
not even wait for it. 

2 The poet implies that his fame traversed the three worlds in this 
way : it bathed in the Ganges in the land of mortals, it touched the 
abode of Brahma in the world above, and was balanced with the 
achievements of Sesa in the world beneath. 

“The work of him who, bathing over and over in the river of 
endless felicity, had, from the day of his birth, taken the iord proprietor 
of wealth and propriety for asylum, who, — having repeatedly touched 
the dignity of the highest Brahma, had ultimately become unrivalled 
among wise men, and of thriving persons his work had attained 
[a wonderful whiteness for ages,”— Mitra. 



A BUDDHIST INSCRIPTION FROM BOD H-GAYA 


27 


■of the world, free from impurities , 1 2 that made this large 
cave here iu the auspicious Jayapura, with Simhanada 9 in 
front and bearing therein {images of) Ugratara, with her 
hand raised upwards, Dattatara, adored in the morning (lit. 
in the van of the day) and (another Tara) draped in orange 
clothes, fair as the evening clouds 3 and at the same time 
shrines 4 for these three in the courts, eternally to last, 
in the month of Jyaistha, in the year of king Vikramahka 
indicated by the arrangement of the number (composed) 
by the figures represented by . . ‘vedas', ‘eyes' and 

‘moon’ (vs. 12-15). 

Manoratha, son of the illustrious Sid a, the best of the 
Kayastha race .... who was like a bee of the lotus-feet 
of the virtuous, composed this eulogium (v. 16). 

The illustrious Purandara, the adored of scribes, copied 
it down {on the slab) and the patient artisan Dharadhara 
engraved it with a chisel (v. 17). 

Niradbandhu Sanyal 


1 “The wifeless.”— Mitra. Cf. “Angaria," J.R.A.S., 1898, pp. 171ft 
and 461ft 

2 For Simhanada, see Bhattacharya, op. cit. pp. 35ft* 

3 “The three Bodhis — adorned in golden raiment, resplendent 
•as the garlanded cloud of twilight— -the adored of day with the 
forehead decked with a bright star. Bearing a refulgent star — this 
cave, in the auspicious Jayapura.” — ‘Mitra, 

4 “Sacrifices.” — Mitra. 
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Footnotes to the Text 

Expressed by a symbol 
Metre : Sragdhara. 

M (— Mitra) reads — udgacchhad* 

M. reads sambaddho * 

M. reads nastamstrak . 
i Metre : Sarddulavikrldlta. 

1 M. reads pracandra . 8 Metre : Sarddulavikridita. ( 

9 M. reads visaya * xo M, reads -mvarlfo* I 

xx M. reads snnirmmitam * 

12 M. reads vibhrato* 

xj Metre: Indravajra, i 

14 M. reads triloklsu krtapraswtah , | 

15 M. reads satr—ottam — amattrita. I 

16 M. reads dhlrabhutah . 17 M* reads pammovadhutdh . : 

x8 Metre : Sragdhara. 19 M. reads-;;?^^»/«/i. j 

20 M, reads madhuratara-drsolu 21 M. xza.&s-$TL{su)kavantu 

22 Metre : Sarddulavikrtdita. 23 M. reads paiala . 

24 M. reads 25 M. reads savarjjam. 

26 Metre : Vasantatilaka, 27 M. reads-apara. 

28 Metre : Indravajra. 29 M. reads dana-candro , 

30 M. reads Yasminn-avapa * 31 M. reads dfya/w, 

32 Metre : Sarddulavlkrfdita. 

33 M. reads srotahsra . 34 M, reads hrwrddhibhaj'lhvaram. 

35 M. reads krtinalu The last i-kara stroke was originally 
Inadvertently omitted * only the curve on the top was supplied after- 
wards. 

36 M. reads akalpasali . 37 Metre : Malini, 

38 M. reads svaryya 39 M. reads acchadklyasya . 

40 Metre Indravajra. 41 Metre ! Anustubh, 

42 M. reads sannaddka. 43 Metre : Anustubh. 

44 M. reads simva, 45 M. reads bodhi, 

46 Metre : Anustubh. 

47 The last six letters are omitted by M. 

48 Metre : Rathoddhata 49 Metre : Aryya. 

50 Metre : Anustubh. 



The Adipurana and Brhatkatha 

In the Adipurmia (Indore ed. with Hindi tikd, Sam. 1973), 
written in c.825a.c., in which the author Jinasena has describ- 
ed the life-story of Rsabha, Adinatha or Puru, the first of the 
Jaina Tirthahkaras, the following verses (I. 107 ff.) occur : 

Idam adhyavasayaham katham dharmanubanclhinlro/ 
prastuve prastutam sadbhir maha-purusa-gocaram // 107 /’ 
v i s 1 1 r na n e k a- s ak k ad h y am sacchayam phala-salinlm / 
aryair nisevitam ramyam satlm kalpa-latam iva // 108 // 
prasannam ati-gambhlram nirmalam sukha-sitalam/ 
nirvapita-jagat-tapam mahatlm saraslm iva// 109// 
guru-pravaha-sambhutim apankam tapa-vicehidam / 
krtavataram krtibhih puny am vyomapagam iva// 110// 
cetaly prasada-jananlm krta-raangala-samgraham / 
krocllkrta-jagad-bimbam hasantim darpana-sriyam// 

m II 

kalpaiighripad ivottungad abblsta-phala-dayinah/ 
maha-sakliam ivodagram sruta-skandhad upahrtam// 112// 
pratharoasyanuyogasya gambhirasyodadher iva / 
vela nr iva maha-dhvanam prasrtartha-maha-jalam// 118// 
aksiptasesa-tantrartham viksipta-para-sasanam/ 
satam samvega-jananlm nirveda-rasa-brnihinlm// 114// 
adbhutartham imam divyam paramartham brhat-katham/ 
lambhair anekaih samdrbdham gunadhyaih purva-suri- 

bhil ?// 115 J j 

yasas-sreyas-karlm punyam bhukti-muktiphala-pradam/ 
pGrvanupurvam ( for °rvmi ?) asritya vaksye smuta saj- 

janah // 116// 

In explaining this passage the author of the Hindi tika, inter- 
prets the words gunadhyaih and brhat-katham in v. 115 in a 
general way as ‘rich in virtues,’ and 'great story’ respectively. 

This interpretation seems at first sight to be quite wrong. 
For, the expression lambhair anekaih samdrbdham ‘formed 
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of many lambhas strung together’, used in the verse shows 
that the Brhat-katha mentioned in it was composed of many 
lambhas : and this description fits with the well-known Brhat- 
katha of Gupadhya only, and no other story, great or small. 
Compare Subandhu's Vasavadatta (Srirahgam ed.), p. 123: 
Bfhat-Jcathd-lambhair iva scdabhanjilcopasobhitaiJi and Dasj- 
d.in’s Kavyadarsa (description of gadya-kavya ): 

bliedas oa d?sto lambhadir ucchvaso vastu him tatalij 
tat kathdhhydyilcety eha jatih samjna-dvayankitdj 
atraivcmtar-bhavisyanti sesas cdhhydna-jdtayahjj 
Here the reference to lambhas is without doubt to Gupa- 
(Jiiya’s Brhat-katha, This book is said to have originally 
consisted of 700,000 sloka-measures of which 600,000 were 
destroyed and 100,000 only gained currency. And since 
Somadeva’s Kathdsaritsdgara, which is an epitome of this 
work contains stories about the Bodhisattva, it is not im- 
probable that the original Bfhat-kathd contained stories of 
Jaina Tlrthahkaras also. And hence one feels that it is this 
work that is referred to by Jinasena and that the words 
guimlhyaih and bfhat-kathcm in the above verse should be 
interpreted as proper names. 

This interpretation, however, is open to the objection that 
it is not likely that a writer like Jinasena would base his ac- 
count of the life of Rsabha (and other Tlrthahkaras) on such 
a book as GuJjatJhya's Brhat-katha. Though this book was 
highly esteemed and even grouped in the same class as the 
Bamayana and the Mahdbharata (compare Govardhana’s 
Aryasaptas'atx, v. 84 : 

sn-Bdmdyaiia-Bhdrata-Brhatkathcmdm kavln namas- 

kurmahj 

tri-srota iva sarasd sarasvatl sphurati pair bhinnd/j 
it was felt even by writers of the Brahmanical faith to be a 
profane book while the Bamayana and the Mahdbharata, 
written by sages, were regarded as forming part of the 
sacred lore. 
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In the Kannada book Adipurana, which was written in 
A.C. 941, i.e., about 100 years later than Jinasena’s book of 
the same name, and which, like it, describes the life-story of 
the first Tlrthahkara, it is said in the introduction, by the 
author Pampa (adi-Pampa), that this story was first related by 
the ganadhara Yrsabhasena to Prince Bharata in the presence 
of the first Tlrthahkara, and that in later times it was related 
by the ganadhara Gautama to Srenika, the king of Magadha, 
in the presence of Vardhamana, the last Tlrthahkara. In 
another Kannada book, Trisastilaltsana-mahapurana, which 
was written in A.C. 977, and which relates the life-stories of 
all the twenty-four Tlrthahkaras, the author Camundaraya 
says in the introduction that these life-stories were first 
described in the Mcihapurwia by Kuci-bhattaraka and Nandi - 
muni, that they were, later, described by Kavi-paramesvara 
in his Trisastisalakd-purdna, and that, later, they formed 
the subject of Jinasena-muni’s incomplete work which was 
completed by Gunabhadra. Similarly, the Kannada writer 
Devaeandra also (beginning of the 19th century) has written 
that these stories were related for the first time by the first 
Tlrthahkara to Prince Bharata, by the last Tlrthahkara to 
king Srenika, and that they were then described in order by 
Kuci-bhattaraka, Nandi-muni, Kavi-paramesthin, Ravisepa, 
Siddhasena, Vlrasena, Guxiabhadra and others. The traditions 
about the ganadharas, Vrsabhasena and Gautama, seem to be 
mere inventions and need not be taken seriously: but the 
TrisastisaldJcapuraiia of Kavi-paramesvara, if not the Maha- 
purana of Kuci-bhatfaraka and Nandi-muni, that is mentioned 
in Camup<j.ar§ya’s introduction seems to belong to a different 
category, and to have been really in exsitenee. In any case, the 
statements of the above-cited authors make it clear that there 
was a tradition in the Kannada country that a detailed aceount 
of the life-stories of the Jaina Tlrthahkara was given in the 
works of Kuci-bhatfaraka, Nandi-muni and Kavi-pararaes?ara 
(or °paramestliin). And since Jinasena, who was a pontiff in the 
lineage of Jaina priests and teachers of the Senaavaya of 
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the Mula-sangha who had their seat at Mulguud (in the 
Dharwar district of the Bombay Presidency), lived in the 
Kannada country, and was, without doubt, aware of this 
tradition, it is hardly conceivable that he, a Jaina priest, 
would mention profane and uon- Jaina work like G-uijadhya s 
Brhat-katha as the source of his account of the Txrthahkara 
Rsabha’s life, when lay writers of the Jaina Faith like Paxnpa 
and Camupdaraya mention, as the source of their accounts 
of the life-story of that Tlrthankara, the works of the Jaina 
priests Kuc i-bh attar ak a , Nandi-muni, and Kavi-paramesvara. 

Probably therefore the word j Bfliat-hatha used by Jinasena 
in verse 115 cited above refers to one of the real or 
mythical works of Kuci-bhattaraka, Nandimuni and Kavi- 
paramesvara named above, and Jinasena has purposely used 
that word as well as the words gunadhya and lanibha in 
order to indicate, through slesa , that his source was similar 
to the well-known Bfliat-katha in many respects. 

The author of the above-mentioned Hindi tiled seems, 
therefore, to be not wrong in interpreting brhatkathain and 
ffutiadhyaih as ‘tlie great story’ and ‘rich in virtues’. But 
at the same time, it is also clear that these words refer to 
the famous work of Gunadhya, and that Jiuasena knew of 
a version of that book. His description of it as ‘rich in many 
spreading brauches’, ‘the source of a great torrent’, ‘excelling 
a mirror in reflecting the world’, and ‘containing in a concise 
form the tenets of all Sastras’ shows that the version was 
of great extent, contained many stories concerning all 
classes and kinds of people, and that the tenets of all Sastras . 
were discussed in it ; and the expressions sacchayam 1 and 

i The epithet sacchayam may have suited the above-named works 
of Kuci-bhattaraka, Nandi and Ravi-muni and Kavi-paramesvara which 
were perhaps written in Prakrit ; but it is not probable that 
any of these works was written in prose and divided into lambhas. 
It follows hence that we have to interpret the word as ‘acquisition’ 
when construing it in connection with those works of rddhi , ks aim 
inardavii , arjava and other dharmas, of the three guptis, etc. 
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lambhctir aneJcaih sandfbdham show farther that its divisions 
were known as lambhas, and that it was written, not in San- 
skrit, but in Prakrit, 

A. Venkatasubbiah 


Madanapala’s Ooronation and Identification of Oandra 

Indian historians have been well-acquainted with the 
theme of the unique historical poem, the Mamacarita of 
Sandhyakaranandin, a North Bengal poet, since its publi- 
cation in 1910, as Memoir of the Asiatic Society of 
Bengal, vol. Ill, no. 1, by our learned Indologist, Maha- 
mahopadhyaya Dr. Haraprasad Sastri, m.a., c.i.e., who dis- 
covered it in Nepal in 1897. We all know now that this work 
consists of 215 verses written in the different varieties of 
the AryS metre, all of which carry a double meaning on 
account of the poet’s extensive and wonderful use of the 
rhetorical figure, slesa ( double entendre). 


The subject- 
matter of the 
Ramacarita — the 
deliverance of 
VarendrI by 
Ramapala from 
the hands of 
Bhlma and its 
re-occupation by 
him. 


The learned editor has incorporated in his 
edition the incomplete Sanskrit commentary 
running up to about a third of the original 
verses, which was, probably, written by a 
very old commentator, who might have 
been a contemporary of the poet himself or 
flourished not much later than his time (if 
it was not the poet himself who wrote it). 
As the title of the book itself suggests, it is a history of 


Similarly, it is doubtful that the word dhanna in dhartrn- 
nubandhinlm (v, 107) and sit ala in sukha-sltalam (v, 109) refer also to 
the Jaina Tlrthankaras of that name (&tala is the eleventh and Dhar- 
ma, the sixteenth, of the Tlrthankaras), and that vdam in v, 113 is 
intended to remind the reader of the character of that name that 
appears in the Brhat-katha, The episode of Vela comprises a whole 
lambhaka (the eleventh) in the Kathasaritsagara which corresponds 
to the eighth lambhaka of the Brkatkathamafi]ar\ 
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Rama’s career. Bub, Kama in one case was the famous 
Rima of the Ramayajia, king of Ayodhya, and in the 
other Ramapaladeva, king of Gauda, belonging to the 
well-known line of the Pal a kings of Bengal. To be very 
brief, the subject-matter is the deliverance of the “Janaka-bhu” 
by Rama, which, in the one case, means the deliverance of 
Slta, the daughter of Janaka, by Rama after killing Rava$a 
and in the other, that of YarendrI, the land of his birth and 
its re-occupation, by Ramapala after killing Bhima, the leader 
of the Kaivarta rebels, who usurped for the time being the 
kingdom of YarendrI and became its ruler. 

It appears from Sandhyakara’s description in Chapter 1Y 
of his book that after having regained the paternal throne 
of Gauda and reoccupied YarendrI, Ramapala entrusted the 
duties of administration of his kingdom to his two able 
sons Rajyapala and Kumarapala and himself passed the 
rest of his life in enjoyments. The fate of Rsjyapala, 
however, is not very clear ; probably he died during the 
life-time of his father. That Kumarapala 
succeeded to the throne after his father’s 
death is not only clearly stated in the 
Mamacarita (IY, 11) but can also be testi- 
fied by epigraphic evidence. 1 Ramapala’s 
death was tragic. His maternal uncle, 
Mathana, or Mahana, king of Abga, 
who was his chief and the most powerful ally 
in reconquering YarendrI, was as dear to 
him as was Laksmaua to Rama. This Mathana is described 
in the Huniacarita to have met with an accidental death 
by being drowned in a river, probably the Ganges (IY. 8) 
and Ramapala too, unable to bear the pang of bereavement 
of his dear uncle, determined to put an end to his own life 
by entering, after due ceremonies, into the river Ganges at 

i Cf. Vaidyadeva’s Kamauli plates, Ep. Ind., vol. II, and the 
Manahalt Copper-plate Grant of Madanapala, J.A.S.B,, 1900. 


Succession to the 
throne of Gauda 
after Rfimapala’s 
tragic death by- 
entering into the 
waters of the 
Ganges on news 
received of his 
maternal uncle 
Mahana’s acci- 
dental death. 
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Mudgiri, or Mudgagiri (modern Mongliyr) and thus to close 
his glorious career (IY. 9-10). In a valuable Sanskrit 
manuscript of the Sekhasubhoclaya, discovered in a mosque 
at Panclua in the district of Malda, the event of Rama- 
pala’s religious suicide is described in these terms : 

“sns^r sremsrawswsifaT *r 4 

“Oh ! Ramapala, the jewel of the crest-oruament of the 
Pala dynasty, died in the waters of the Ganges by reflecting 
on the feet of the wheel-ensigned god (Yisiju), without touch- 
ing any food.” 

After Ramapala’s death, his son Prince Kumar a pala as- 
cended the throne of Gauda. But it appears that his reign 
was not a long one. After his death again, his son Gopala 
(Go pala III of the dynasty), who was yet a child, succeeded 
to the throne, but he too met with an accidental death, 
probably due to a snalie-bite (IY. 12) and so the only person 
now entitled to the rulership was Madanapala, the surviving 
aged son of Ramapala. In the Manahali Copper-plate Grant 
of Madanapala issued in the 8th year of his reign from the 
capital established (as we know, by his father Ramapala) at 
Ramavatl, we read the following verse — 

“After him (Gopala III), his youngest uncle, Madanapala, 
son of Ramapala, born of his consort Mada- 
nadevl, who filled the vault of heaven by 
means of high columns of moon-white fame, 
ruled the earth, girdled by the seven 
oceans.” ' 

As Gopala III died while yet a child 
and unquestionably issueless, there must 
have arisen the question of succession to 
the throne after him. Ancient Hindu 
polity allows the king’s own uncle (father’s 
brother), to be elected to that crown-prmceship. too the 


Madanapala’s 
right to the 
throne consti- 
tutionally un- 
objectionable 
and his succes- 
sion to it after 
Gopala Ill’s 
accidental death 
while yet in his 
boyhood. Its 
epigraphic evi- 
dence. 


38 MADANAPaLA’S coronation and identification of candra 


staterainisters, councillors and the king’s relatives and 
the people could constitutionally permit Madanapala to 
succeed to the throne fallen vacant in consequence of the 
death of his elder brothers’s son, Gopala III. Among the 
persons enumerated by Solera in his Nltisara as entitled to 
yauvarajya, we have the third place for the king’s uncle. 
(II. 14-15). 

.usvsre’sm, if’ 

Sandhyakara also says in vss. 13-15 of Canto IV of the 
Bamacarita that after the death of Ramapala’s grandson, 
Gopala III, Madanapala, another son (the other two being 
Rajyapala and Kumarapala) of Ramapala became the lord of 
the sea-girt earth without having any fear from any quarter 
to encounter. 

It is now clear that following the most natural order of 

succession from father to son, Ramapala was first succeeded 

by his son, Kumarapala, on whose death 

Sanclhyakara’s again, his child-son Gopala III became king, 

JlfTj P ^°Sl^s bub on the premature death of the latter, 

succession and Madanapala (there being no other prince in 

the passage _ on the family as powerful as himself), who was 

the coronation ,, , r , . lf ,, 

ceremony in the the youngest son of his grandfather, pro- 

Ramacarita, bably not even a son by the chief queen 

(the mother of Rajyapala and Kumarapala) 
but by MadanadevI (vide ante)-, declared himself a true heir 
to the fortunes of the Pala empire, and was not opposed by 
any other claimant, if there had been any. It is in this con- 
nection that we find the author of the Bamacarita describ- 
ing how the goddess of royalty accepted Madauapala as 
her self-chosen lord, in a passage running over sis verses 
forming a single sentence, which, for the poet’s use of 
significant adjectives full of puns, short and long, can stand 
comparison with any similar passages from the pen of other 
master- writers of Blista-kavyas . 
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Madanapala and 
Candra, a 
manclaladhipati, 
were kinsmen. 
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Like his father, Bamapala, who had his maternal uncle 
Math an a or Mahaua, the king of Ahga < as 
his best friend and ally, Madanapala also had 
his kinsman or relative Candra, a manclala - 
clhipaii , as his fast friend and ally. The 
names of these two rulers (Madana and 
Candra) must have suggested to this KaliMmalmlhi, as 
Sandhyakara in one place calls himself, the conventional 
poetic association of Madana, the god of Love and Candra, 
the moon-god ; and the poet by the mastery of his art select- 
ed words and epithets which by double entendre very well 
apply equally to Madanapala and Candra 
on the one hand and Cupid and Moon on 
the other. By the force of the same epi- 
thet the poet explains the coronation also 
of Kusa, sou of Rama, at the same time. 
Let us first quote here in full that famous 
passage and make an attempt to explain the epithets in a 
translation and then engage ourselves to discuss the contro- 
versial questiou of the identification of king Candra. It 
runs thus : — 


The two names 
suggest the 
poetic associa- 
tion of Madana 
(Cupid) and 
Candra (Moon). 



sprint ii u h [ ] 

ii if [ i ] 

SWiarHHff i 

■ ^ ii ii [ n'tftr: i ] 

=5? <3 ii te ii [ sftfa: i ] 

WffferfTOW *n^*rwT gn: vnftw*r i 

nref nr u u [ #tf%: i ] 

n spafsOTsiR n nt ii [ ^i«n i ] 

There are in this passage altogether 18 epithets used by the 
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The Coronation 
passage and its 
meaning when 
applied to Mada- 
napala and the 
feudatory or 
vassal Mandala- 
dhipati Candra. 


poet to qualify Candra with whom Madana (for whom we 
find only 4 epithets) was associated in the 
ceremony of coronation. It was to such 
Madana to whom Jagadviaycdalcsml, “the 
goddess of victory over the earth” resorted. 
Madana, the god of Love, is helpless without 
his chief associate Candra, the moon, and 
the former can only exercise his power on 
the people of the earth in union with the latter who is his 
mighty and able companion. Putting aside the poetic 
meaning as applied to Cupid and Moon and discarding the 
second translation with reference to their case, we shall give 
below a detailed rendering of the various epithets as applied 
to Gaudadhipa Madanapala and the mandaladhipati Candra, 
whose coronation is here described. The main construction 
is as follows : 


“Did not indeed the goddess of victory over the earth, 
i. e„ royalty resort to Lord Madanpala as accompanied by 
or joined with the ruler of Ahga ( Smgesa ) ?” The poet 
means to say that both the Gaudadhipa 
The coronation (Madanapala) and the Angesa now succeeded 

of both the Gau- to the royal fortunes of their respective 

fjadbipa and ancestral kingdoms, the former after the 

Angesa, Candra. . . . , 

demise ot two ruling kings (i.e., Kumarapala 

and Gopala III), who died in succession within a few years 

of Rainapala’s death, and the latter (Candra) after that of 

one king (his father) ruling after Mathana or Mahana. 

Another epithet used for Madana is 

which means that he now attained the 

prosperous fortunes of war ( vigraha ) by 

the favour of the lotus-feet of the (war-) 

goddess, Capdl. There may have been 

a latent allusion in this epithet to the 

fact that Madanapala, a new ruler over the empire, 


Restoration of 
the flourishing 
condition of the 
Pal a royalty by 
Madanapala* 
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IS 


after the Kaivarta-revolt had been successfully put -down 
a few years before by his father, Kamapala, who retrieved 
the royal fortunes of the family, now enjoyed the royal pros- 
perity of his grandfather, king Vigraha (i.e., Yigrahapala III, 
Eamapala’s father). The most important epithet of Madana 
the phrase — “Candrena bandhunopetam , which means 
that Madanapala was associated or united 
with his kinsman (bandhu) Candra. Be 
it noted here that the word bandhu in 
this text must not be taken in the sense of a 
mitra or friend, for in that case the other epithet salehya (= a 
friend) in verse 19, becomes redundant. For we all know 
that Amara 1 and after him Jadavaprakasa, 2 Hemacandra 3 
and other Sanskrit lexicographers all explain the word as 
a synonym of jnati or bandkava. 

We now take up the explanation of the other 18 adjectives 
used iu the passage to qualify Candra. They are : — 


Candra, a 
Bandhu (kinsman) 
of Madanapala. 


1 . Candra now proceeded to 

fulfil the desires or expectations of all people by a spread 
of the necessary materials for the coronation ceremony (of his 
relative and over-lord Madanapala). 


2. — He was offering gifts in abundance. 


3. shsrtt— - -H e caused men’s delight by offer- 

ing protection to helpless people. 


4. — He easily extirpated a whole 

host of enemies ( amitra ), strong and grown bloated by offers 
of tribute to the goddess of wealth ( Padrna ), i.e., proud by 
riches. . . . . 


1 : W.”— OTTO I 

2 — rill I 

3 sfwjfireurt:’, — 

I.H.Q., MARCH, 1929 


' ' :"/ VV i 
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thets of Candra 
explained. 


5, — He was eminently fit to carry 

the burden of fortunes of a chief king, i.e., 
The otherepi- gj. g ecome a great ruler. 

6, ^T^fraf^cictiiftflTrrfhsra' dis- 

played an excess of greatness which attained 
eminence because of his having no contact with vices, i.e., he 
was virtuous and great. 

7. — He had a liking for protecting the 
multitude ol the twice-born (Brahmanas). 

8. He was a ruler of a large manclala (pro- 
vince), i.e., in other words, he was a mahamandaUTca. 

9. wt — H e was a friend (of Madanapala). 

10. — He was an object of hope for the 
glittering Beauty of weapons, i.e., a person who could keep his 
weapons in a glittering condition by their constant uso. 


11. — He was a man of charming or fascinating 
character. 

12. — His exertions (on behalf of himself and 

Madanapala) were extremely beneficial. (If the reading 
be it would mean that he endured much exertion 

(for his relative and over-lord Madanapala). 

13. — He was born of (a person named) Suvarpa. 

1 4 . — He was as adorable as Brahma himself, 
or adorable according to Gastric injunctions. 

15. *r- — He was as strong as a lion-cub. 

1G. — He possessed the valour of Arjuna. 

17. SF'. srltqvr — He was (as it were) a light of the world. 

18. — He was a physician ( expert ) in 
the art of developing the resources of wealth. 

Now, taking into consideration the meaning of some of 
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Nett-result of the 
passage: Candra 
a mahanianda- 
lika and son of 
Suvarna, 


these epithets, which are of evident historical importance* ^ 
find it clear that Madanapala’s friend and 
ally Candra, who was so able and powerful 
a warrior and so full of consideration for ^ ie 
welfare of his State and people, was a 
mahamatidaliha , a ruler of a large mcn} 4 a ^ a 
(and not of a big province like the united provinces °f 
Gauda and Magadha), and was the son of a person named 
Suvania and was also a relative of Madanapala himself, 
whom, along with the over-lord, the goddess of royalty 18 
described to have resorted. The poet and historian, Sandhya- 
kara, who was a contemporary of Madanapala himself, d 08 * 
eribes this king as being “oandret}op^ am 
“i.e„ united with Candra and theref° re 
“ saiigesam ” (associated with the rul 0r ^ 
Ahga) from which construction one can easily 
draw a legitimate inference that this Candm 
was himself the ruler of Ahga and therefore the word u00^ m 
mandctla in the compound “uccairmandcdadhipatinM 1 ’ IllUS ^ 
refer to Angamandah. 

The question that now presents itself is who was 
Suvania, whose son, Candra, was an Ahgesa (king of Ahg a ) 
The answer to it is not far to seek. 

Suvarna 5 ? °P iuiou > Suvarna was the son of 

or Mahana who was also a king of A •-> 

It is not difficult to connect Suvarna with Mahana, 
maternal uncle of Ramapala and prove the blood-relation 
(i bandhutva ) that existed between Candra and Madaiiap a a 
himself. The Sarnath inscription 1 of KumaradevI, 


The large man- 
date referred to 
being Ahga it- 
self. 


this. 

1 


of the Gahadwar 


king 


Govindacaudra of Kanauj 0 


X “xfif stwr. wsfe: ^ 
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Suvarna to be 
identified with 
Suvarna-deva of 
Anga \a inaha- 
mandalika) men- 
tioned in the 
Tlka of the 
Rdmacarita on 
v, 8, chap, n . 


states (v. 7) that Mahana, king of Anga (Angapa) was the 
maternal uncle ( rnatula ) of the Gauda kings 
and was the foremost person to maintain the 
glory of Ramapala. In the commentary 
on verse 8 of chapter II of the Hciiincic<xvit(x 
we find clear statement to this effect by the 
commentator, whom we consider to be almost 
a contemporary of the poet himself or at least 
not far posterior to him in age, in considera- 
tion of his adequate and correct knowledge of the historical 
events alluded to so very tersely in the text itself. 
The commentator says that Ramapala depended not only 
on his maternal uncle Mahana, for his success in war against 
his enemy Blilma, the Raivarta leader, but also on the princes 
of Mahana’s family, namely his two sons, Kahnuradeva 
and Suvarpadeva, and his brother’s son, Sivaraja and others. 
There we find Suvarpadeva described by the commentator as 
a Mahamaiidaliha and a son of Rama pa, la’s maternal uncle 
(mat ula-scm tana) in explanation of the phrase nijara bandlwm 
of the text. The passage in the commentary runs as follows : 

It is quite evident from this passage that Mathana or Mahana 
had two sons named Kahnuradeva and Suvarpadeva who 
were mahamand a likas and his (unnamed) brother had one 
son named Sivaraja who was a mahapratihara. But it is to 
be pointed out here that the learned editor of the poem, 
Mahamahopaclhyaya Haraprasad Sastri, M. a., o.i.e,, takes 
Suvarpadeva to be Mahana’s brother. He writes 1 : “Kalmura- 
deva was his sou and Sivaraja was the son of his brother, 
Suvarpadeva.’ Evidently the learned Sastri connects -the 
word bhrutr in the compound bhratrja with Suvarnadeva 
which precedes it in the larger compound. But we fail to 


Introduction to Mem. of A,S,B„ yol. Ill, p. 14, 


Criticism of 
Sastri’s and 
Banerji’s views 
about relation- 
ship between 
Mahana and 
Suvarnadeva, 
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understand how Suvarna-bhrcdrja may mean “son of (his) 
brother Suvarnadeva.” Bhratrja should rather go with the 
word that follows in the compound. It is the word tadiya 
(of him, i.e., Mahana) which is to be connected once with 
nandanas, mahamandalika Kahnuradeva and Suvarnadeva and 
again with bhratrja , i.e., tadiya bhratrja (his brother’s son) 
mahapratlhara Sivargja. Mr. R. D. Banerji 
also has followed Mm. Sastri in his ex- 
plauation of the relation between Suvarna- 
deva and Mahana and has reiterated that 
view in his Memoirs on “The Palas of 
Bengal ” where in one place 1 he writes : 
“Raraapala’s maternal relations are specified in the next 
verse, his eldest maternal uncle Mathanadeva, whom we have 
already met, his brother Suvarnadeva and their sons, the 
Mahamandalika Kahnuradeva and the Mahapratlhara 
Sivarajadeva”. I am glad, however, that Mr. Banerji, as 
it appears, has corrected himself with regard to this point 
and has mentioned, in one place of the second edition of his 
“History of Bengal ,” 2 written in Bengali, the true relation 
existing between Mahana and the three princes referred to in 
the commentary, though strangely enough, a contradictory 
statement , 3 quite consistent with his former view, that 
Suvarnadeva was Mahana’s brother and not one of his two 
sons, appears in the same book in another place. 

We, however, think that it is this mahamandalika, Suvar- 
iiadeva, son of Mahana, whom we know to 
have been a king of Anga and a handhu or 
kinsman of Ramapala, who must have been 
referred to by the poet in the adjective 
suvarnajatena as applied to Qandretia in the 
above-quoted Coronation- passage of the 
Mamacarita, for, there also we mark that 
Candra too was an uccair-mandaladhipati and a handhu of 

1 “The Palas of Bengal’ 9 -”* Mem. of A. S. B., vol. V, p. 90 

2 Banglar ItiMs - Second Edition, p. 283 3 Ibid.-p. 296, 


The writer’s 
own view that 
Candra was 
Suvarnadeva’s 
son and Maha- 
na’s grandson 
and was the king 
of Ahga. 
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Madanapala. Ifc ought to he, therefore, an undoubted 
historical fact to us that this Candra was the son of Suvarna- 
deva and grandson of Mahana and was the king of Aiiga. 
We have also seen above how friendly was the relation 
between the family of Ramapala and that of Mahana, which 
may he shown by the following geneological table — 

Unnamed Rssfcrakuta kin g o£ Aiiga 



Broth e r 

, i 

Sivarajadeva 


In the face of such clear statements in the text and the 
Tika of the Bamacarita and other facts elsewhere, both 
Mahamohapadhyaya Haraprasad Sastri and Mr. R.D. Baner- 
ji have identified this Candra with the Gahadavala king 

Candradeva. The former writes 1 * “ Madanapala had to 

preserve the prestige of the Bala empire by a close alliance 
with Candradeva, founder of the Gahadavala kingdom of 
Kanauj,” and the latter too says 3 “Madanapala was greatly 
assisted in his war against Yijayasena by Candradeva the 
founder of the Gahadavala dynasty of Kanauj” and refers to 
verse 20-21 of the Coronation-passage of the Bamacarita 
as evidence. We may not seriously regard this view of the 
alliance of Madanapala with the Gahadavala Candradeva. The 
kingdom of Kanauj was not a mandala kingdom and so 
Candradeva was not a mandaladhipati. We know of 
no relationship (banclhutva) existing between them. All 
that we know from the Sarnath inscription referred to above 
is that' Govindacandra of Kanauj, Candradeva’s grandson 
( 1114-1158 a.c. circa.) married Mahana’s grand-daughter 
(daughter’s daughter). To make Madanapala and Candra- 

i Introduction to Mem., A. S. B.» vol. Ill, p. 16. 

3 “The Palas of Bengal'’— Mem. A. S. B,, vol. V, p. 103. 
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Identifica- 
tion of Candra 
with Candra- 
deva of the 
Gahadavala 
dynasty of 
Kanauj is not 
possible. Such 
identification 
criticised. 


deva contemporaneous allies is to make the former rule 
earlier than he might have actually done. It is known from 
epigraphic evidence that Candradeva’s 
reign approximately extended during the 
years 1090-1097 a.c. Madanapala’s reign may 
be approximately taken to have run over 
1130-1150 A. c,, and lienee much later than 
Mr. Banerji’s calculation of the length 
of his reign. Even if we presume with 
Rai Bahadur R. P. Chanda that Ramapala 
and Candradeva were contemporary kings 
on the assumption that Mahana and the latter were contem- 
poraries and that Ramapala and his maternal uncle Mahana 
were of the same age, 1 we cannot say that Ramapala’ s aged 
son, Madanapala, who ought rather to be contemporaneous 
with Candradeva’s grandson, Govindacandra, could ever 
be a contemporary of Candradeva himself. Hence we say 
that the Candra of the 1 lamacarita could not be the Gahacl- 
vala Candradeva. 

Another tempting suggestion that may present itself, 
specially, before Bengal scholars, is that this 
Candra may have been a king of the Can- 
dra dynasty of Yahga (East Bengal). 
Curiously enough, one of the princes of that 
Buddhist liue of kings was named Suvarna- 
candra, father of Trailokyacandra (for- 
merly king of Candradvlpa) who again was 
father of Srloandra, 2 If this Suvania- 
eandra is identified with the Suvarija of the 
jRamacarita, then his son Trailokyacandra 
is to be identified with the Candra of the same work. But 


Warning against 
tendency to 
identify the 
Candra of the 
Ramacarita 
with a king of 
the Candra 
dynasty of Vanga 
(East Bengal) 
though the name 
of the latter was 
Suvarnacandra. 


1 Gaudarajamala 
p. 50. 

2 Cf. the Copper-plate grants of this king 
no, 18 and vol. XVII. no. 12. 


(Varendra Research Society’s publication), 

■Eft, I»d, vol. XII, 
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we do not know of any blood-relationship between Madana* 
pala and Trailokyacandra, who, moreover, was not a king of 
Aliga. Moreover, this Buddhist line of Candra kings of Bast 
Bengal belonged to a period probably about a century before 
Madanapala’s time. 
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The Date of Kaniska 


1. The date of the emperor Kaniska is a great battle-ground 
of Indian chronology. No problem has been discussed so much. 
Almost all historians of early India have joined issue over this subject 
and all available materials, scanty though they are, have been 
examined from all perspectives. Yet the controversy is going on. 
But ingenuity seems almost to have exhausted itself and at present 
interest appears to flag on this extremely important topic. As can 
naturally be expected from the difficulty of the topic as well as its 
great importance, numerous theories have been advanced and main- 
tained with great zeal. But with the lapse of time, many of them 
have been abandoned even by their originators and others are not 
defended by their sponsors, At present two theories sway the field 
and each has able exponents. The substantial controversy is now 
between those who maintain that Kaniska started the Saka era and 
others who hold that he began to reign about 125 A.c. The uncer- 
tainty which still obtains is in a great measure due to the paucity 
and obscurity of the data at our disposal. The evidence on the 
subject may broadly be divided into two classes : (a) literary, i.e,, 
that which is furnished by the classical Chinese histories, other Chinese 
texts and also Greek and Roman accounts ; (b) non-literary, which 
comprises all other sources of information, viz., Numismatics, Archaeo- 
logy, Epigraphy, Palaeography and Astronomical calculations. 

2. My attempt in this paper will not be to mention all the 
theories that are current on the topic and to subject them to a detail- 
ed examination. This is no longer necessary and the ground has 
been well covered by Mr. R. D. Banerji in his important paper contrh 
buted to the Indian Antiquary, 1908. At present the Saka era 
theory and the 125 A.C. theory really conflict and all my efforts 
will principally be directed to disproving the latter and establishing 
the former on a more solid basis. Incidentally a word or two will 
be urged against Fleet’s theory of the Vikrama era, but that too with 
the view of discrediting the 125 a,C. theory. Moreover, such a detailed 
examination of all the rival theories appears to me irrelevant, for as 
soon as we can establish the Saka era theory on solid grounds and 
furnish one or two cfucial instances in its support, the other theories 
are automatically 
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shoulders of the dissentients. Even the celebrated discussions on 
the topic by eminent scholars (reported in the JRAS, 1912-1914) 
do not take into account all the theories that have been advanc- 
ed, and such a procedure appears to be quite reasonable. There the 
topic has been almost severely restricted to an examination of the 
Vikrama era, Saka era and the 125 A.C. theories and of all possible 
arguments advanced in support of them. 

3. I shall first of all make a detailed study and examination of 
the literary sources of our evidence before turning to the non-literary 
ones and try to show how far they validate the 78 A.C. theory. I 
shall also attempt to show how far deductions from classical Chinese 
histories are confirmed by the accounts found in Greek and Roman 
works. Three important Chinese historical texts have been examined 
by scholars for constructing the obscure history and chronology of this 
period. They are the Sse-ki (Historical Records) by Ssu-ma-ch’ien, the 
Tsien Han Chou (The History of the First Han) by Patvku, and the 
Heou Han Chou (The History of the Second Han) by Fan-ye. The Sse- 
ki was completed before 91 B.C., though the information regarding the 
Ta Yueh-chi, being based on the report of Chang-kien, must have been 
of as early as 129 B,C. The history of the First Han comes down 
to 24 A. c* It was finished by Pan-ku’s sister Pan Tchaa after his 
death in 92 A. C. The history of the Second Han covers the period 
between a, C. 24 and A. C. 220. The historian lived long after this 
period and died about a. C. 445. He, however, based his chapter on 
the Western Regions on the report of the great general Pan Yong 
(cir. a* c. 125). M. Chavannes mentions in this connection : Fan-ye 
adds that he gives his information from Pan Yong who submitted his 
report to the emperor in the year A. D, 125 or a little while previously. 
This general, the son of the celebrated Pan-ch’ao and the nephew of 
the historian Pan-ku played an important part in the conquest and 
administration of the Western countries during the first years of the 
second century A. D. and none was better placed than he to describe 
the political vicissitudes of the country. Further towards the end of 
: the 'same chapter, Fan-ye incidentally says that he has based' his 
chapter on the report of Pan Yong only, It is true, however, that so 
far as the kingdoms of Eastern Turkestan (e.g., Khotan, Kashgar and 
Turfan) are concerned, Fan-ye mentions events which took place 
between A. D, 150 and A, D, 170. Rut this fact does not invalidate 
the substantial claim of the chapter being based on the report of Pan 
Yong* , • It is only in regard to countries which are close to China and 
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have long remained in relation to her that Fan-ye mentions some 
facts posterior to Pan Yong. In short, chapter CXVH of the Heou 
Han Chou treats of the Western countries as they appeared to an 
eye-witness a little before the year 125 of our era ; as to the 
additions made by Fan-ye, they never go beyond the year 170. Thus 
though the Eastern Han dynasty lasted from 25 to 220 A, T>., the 
chapter on the Western Countries only speaks of the period 25-125 
and mentions some events which took place in Eastern Turkestan 
between 125 and 170 (vide Toung Pao, 1907, pp, 149 ff.), 

4. The first work which calls for notice is naturally the work of 
the great Chinese historian Ssu-ma-ch’ien. The references to the Ta 
Yueh-chi occur in the 123rd chapter of the Sse-ki (Historical Records). 
Great is the authority of Ssu-ma-ch’ien. He was a contemporary 
of Chang-k’ien and utilised the report of the latter in writing the 
famous chapter. The notices in the Sse-ki as well as in the Tsien 
Han Chou (History of the First Han) have been variously interpreted. 
We shall in the first instance quote two passages from the Sse-ki 
which tell us of the fortunes and migrations of the Ta Yueh-chi, 
Sse-ki, Kap. 123, fol. 4 : “The great Yueh-chi are about 2 or 3 thousand 
li westwards from Ta-wan. They live to the North of Wei (Oxus) 
river ; to the South lies Ta-hia, to the West Ngan-si, to the North 
Kang-kiu, They form a nomad kingdom. They drive their house- 
hold beasts here and there, and they have the same habits as the 
Hiung-nu. Their archers are about 10 or 20 myriads in number and 
therefore, they were sometimes confident of their power and estimated 
the Hiung-nu as trifling ; but when Mau-tun got on the throne, he 
beat the Yueh-chi and during the time of the Sen-ju Lau-sang, the 
Hiung-nu killed the prince of the Yueh-chi and made of his head a 
drinking vessel. In the beginning, the Yueh-chi lived between Tun- 
hwang and the Ki-lien. When they were attacked by the Hiung-nu, 
they went far away and over in the West, beat the Ta-hia and over- 
threw them. After that they established their capital to the North 
of the Wei river and built a princely court there.” Eb., fol. 6-7: “Ta- 
hia lay about 2000 li South-west of Ta-wan and to the South of the 
Wei river. The cities and houses found in the land of these 
people are like those of Ta-wan. The people possess no overlord. 
Each city deposes and sets up petty chiefs separately. The soldiers 
are feeble, afraid to fight but good at commerce. Therefore when 
the great Yueh-chi migrated to the West, they attacked and com- 
pletely subjugated the Ta-hia. The people of Ta-hia are numerous; 

' P.3724 
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they will amount to more than ICO thousand. Their capital is the fort 
of Lan-si, There are market streets where men negotiate all things. 
South-east lies the kingdom of Sin-tulT’ (vide Marquart, Eransahr 
nach der Geographie des Ps. Moses Xorenaci, Berlin, 1901, pp. socff.). 

5. All the facts about the migrations of the Ta Yueh-chi that 
are to be found in the Sse-ki have been summarised carefully by 
M. Chavannes in his introduction to the translation of the Sse-ki. 
We shall translate the relevant passages from the introduction, 
“Among the foreign nations, none could be more hostile to the Hioung- 
nou than the Ta Yue-tche ; beaten at first by the Chen-yu Mo-tou 
about the year 176 B.C., they were completely defeated by the Chen- 
yu Lao-chang in the year 165 B.C., their king was killed, and of his 
head, in accordance with barbarous custom, the Turkish chief made 
for himself a cup to drink with. * * After this disaster, the Ta Yue- 
tche sought safety in flight ; they retired first of all to the valley of 
Hi, but they were soon dislodged by the Ou-suenn and beginning a 
new exodus, made for the West. Next they turned to the South, 
and crossing the Jaxartes invaded Sogdiana which belonged at that 
period to the Graeco-Bactrian kingdom ; this state, known to the 
Chinese under the name of Ta-hia, had been already enfeebled by 
the attacks of the Parthian king Mithradates I (174-136 B.C.) ; so 
they were not able to resist the invaders ; the Ta Yue-tche could 
drive away the population of Ta-hia to the South of the Oxus and 
establish themselves to the North of the river ; they were not long 
in penetrating to Bactria ; they are the people who at the commence- 
ment of the 1st century of our era conquered India and founded the 
great Indo-Scythian empire” (vide M. Chavannes’ translation of 
Se-Ma TsTen Tome I, Introd., pp. lxx ff,), 

6. Thus, the notices recorded in the Sse-ki inform us of the 
following significant facts regarding the vicissitudes encountered by 
the Yueh-chi in course of their travels. About 165 B.C. the 
Yueh-chi lived between the country of Touenn-hoang and the 
Ki-lien mountains in Chinese Turkestan. About that time vanquish- 
ed by the Hiung-nu who killed their king, they migrated for the 
most part towards the West and occupied the territory of the Se 
who flea to the South. They were chased out of that country bv 
the Wu-sun Koann-niou, and, moving towards the West, came to the 
country of the Ta-hia and subjugated them. When Chang-k'ien 
visited the Ta Yueh-chi about the year 125 B.C,, he found them 
settled in their new country. Chang-k’ien was deputed by the 
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r ' emperor Ou-ti (140-86 B.C.) to negotiate with the Ta Yueh-chi and to 

bring them back to help the Chinese against the Hiung-nu. On his 
way to the Yueh-chi, he was for ten years a captive among, the Hiung- 
nu, But he was a man of strong purpose and unflinching sense of 
duty. Ultimately he was able to escape from captivity and went to 
the Ta Yueh-ehi. He was not, however, successful in his mission. 
On his way back to China, he was again detained for a year. He 
started about the year 135 b.c. from China and after 13 years of 
absence returned about 122 B.C. 

y 0 MM. Specht, Boyer and Franke have tried to establish that 
when Chang-k’ien visited the Ta Yueh-chi in c. 125 b.c., they were 
still to the North of the Oxus, and, though they had completely 
subjugated the country, they had not occupied the territory of Ta- 
hia to the South of the river Oxus. In other words, these scholars 
maintain that though the Yueh-chi defeated the people of Ta-hia 
they did not occupy their lands to the South of the Oxus. After 
some time they crossed the river and made themselves masters of 
k the Southern territories. So far the scholars mentioned before agree. 

I But they differ as to the time of occupation by the Ta Yueh-chi of 

the territory to the South of the river, M. Chavarmes has discussed the 
question with caution. Fie expresses his opinion in guarded words. 
“As a matter of course, all that we know about the occupation of 
Ta-hia by the Yueh-chi is that it was posterior to the year 128 B.c/* 
In the introduction to his translation of the Sse-ki, he mentions, how - 
ever, “Tchang-k’ien passed a year (probably the year 128 B.C.) with 
the Ta Yue-tche and followed them probably in a campaign which 
\ they made against the state of Ta-hia/’ So it appears that according 

to M. Chavannes the occupation of Ta-hia by the Yueh-chi took place 
| about 127 B.C, In opposition to these scholars M. Sylvain Levi holds 

that “one tries in vain to distinguish two successive phases of occupa- 
I tion, the submission at first and then the total conquest/’ 

: : 8. Before examining the views of Specht, Franke, Boyer and Levi, 

I we shall give a translation of some of the relevant passages from 

\ the Sse-ki other than those mentioned already. As is naturally to be 

expected, the passages are rather vague, and taken apart from their 
context, can be explained in various ways. It is unfortunate that 
M. Chavannes has not given us a translation of the celebrated chapter, 
T. W, Kings mill’s version is not always correct, M. Specht in his 
Les Indo-Scythes et Fepoque du regne de Kanichka, d’apres les 
sources chinolses (Jour, As., 1897, X). and M, Sylvain Levi in hte 
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brilliant essay. Notes sur les Indo-Scythes (Jour. As., 1896, VIII; 
1897, IX) have cited some of the relevant passages, though they differ 
as to their import. Here are some passages which are relevant 
to the subject-matter of our inquiry, besides those we have noted 
before. “The Ta Yueh-chl are to the West of Ta-ouan, about 
two or three thousand li ; they lived to the North of the Ouei (Oxus) 
river, towards the South are the Ta-hia, to the West the An-si, 
towards the North the Kang-kiu.” In another place (folio 7), after 
having spoken about the An-si and Tiao-tchi, the Sse-ki thus mentions 
the Ta-hia. The people of Ta-hia are to the South-west of the Ta- 
ouan, about 2000 li to the South of the river Ouei {Oxus).” Now let 
us see what the Sse-ki tells us about the state of the Ta Yueh-chi during 
this period. One must admit that they had subjugated the Ta-hia. 
We read that they came from Ta-ouan and “attacked the Ta-hia and 
thus overcame them 5 ’ (fol. 4. v). The Ta-hia are described to be a 
peaceful people and as such they could not effectively resist the 
onslaught of the Yueh-chi. As a matter of fact Ssu-ma-ch’ien tells 
us that among the Ta-hia ‘‘there was no sovereign prince ; ordinarily 
their towns and cities constituted themselves under single chiefs (?). 
Their army was feeble, afraid to fight, good merchants ; at the time of 
their migration towards the West, the Ta Yueh-chi attacked and 
vanquished them and established their domination 55 (fol. 6, v, vide 
T. W. Kingsmill, JRAS, 1882, pp. 82 ff.). 

9. These passages of the Sse-ki do not go far. On a cursory 
examination they leave the impression that about the time of Chang- 
k’ien the Ta Yueh-chi had not taken possession of Ta-hia lands to the 
South of the Oxus. Further the elaborate topographical notes based on 
the Sse-ki and the Tsien Han Chou by M. Boyer do not strengthen such 
a view (vide A. M. Boyer, L’epoque de Kaniska, Jour. As., 1900, xv). 
And we shall show that such a hasty impression does not stand closer 
scrutiny. This we cannot do better than by examining the views of 
MM. Specht and Boyer. These scholars argue that as the capital of 
Ta-hia was to the South of the river and as the Yueh-chi had not made 
it their capital, the Ta Yueh-chi, after having completely subjugated 
the Ta-hia, occupied only the territory of the latter to the North of 
the river Oxus. The weakness of such an Inference is patent and 
heed not be seriously refuted. These two French scholars have cited 
some other passages from the Sse-ki and the Tsien-Han-Chou which, 
they consider, settle their view once for all. But their inference does 
not stand close scrutiny. The Sse-ki informs us that the people 
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of Ta-hia were about 2000 li to the South of the Oxus (vide 
infra). The import of this passage is clear and significant. It 
shows that about 125 B.C. the Ta Yueh-chi had penetrated 
far to the South of the Oxus. Specht and Boyer have cited 
some other passages which lend support to their view. The difficulty 
with such passages is that they have been culled at random and we 
are not sure of the context. One cannot be sure in interpreting 
a passage apart from its context. Passages which refer to different 
periods of time have been put in juxtaposition and interpreted in an arbi- 
trary manner . M. Specht quotes the following from the biography 
of Chang-k’ien as found in the First Han history, which in his opinion 
definitely establishes his assumption. It is this : “Tchang-kfien from 
among the Yue-tche went to the Ta-hia/’ The same passage occurs 
in the Sse*ki as has been observed by M. Boyer and was probably 
reproduced from it in the Tsien-Han-Chou. Therefore at that epoch, 
holds M. Specht, the Yue-tche and the Ta-hia people formed distinct 
nations. The deduction is no doubt faultless, but its implication is 
not. M. Specht tacitly assumes that the Ta-hia people occupied 
territories to the South of the Oxus while the Yueh-chi were to the 
North of the river. But another deduction is equally possible and 
is more in consonance with other facts. The people of Ta-hia having 
been defeated, migrated to some other land and there set up an 
unstable government. Moreover the territory of Ta-hia which was divi- 
ded into five principalities by the Ta Yueh-chi did not contain much 
of Bactria proper. So after the defeat, the Ta-hia people might 
have gone further to the south of their territory, leaving back 
some of their rich lands to the Ta Yueh-chi. M. Marquart has pointed 
out this fact with some amount of emphasis, but it has been strangely 
neglected by French savants and also in recent studies. M. Chavannes 
too notes this fact in his translation of the Heou Han Chou. 

10. ML, Specht further cites a passage from the Tsien Han Chou 
which runs thus : “ After the death of Wang Mang, the authority 

of the Governor General Li tch’oung was lost ; as his power greatly 
diminished in the Western Countries, the Kang-kiu, the great Yue- 
tche, the Ki-pin, the An-si, the Gu-i were united to China/* This 
passage is probably wrong. And even if it be correct, it does not 
support all of M. Specht’s contentions. All that it can show is that 
Ki-pin was conquered by the Ta Yueh-chi some time after A.C* 
25 and not that Kujula Kadphises did not at all begin his vic- 
torious career before. As Ki-pin almost abutted on India, it was 
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probably among the last conquests of, Kujula Kadphises, And so, 
it might have taken place about that time. M. Sylvain Levi, how- 
ever, gives strong reasons for doubting the accuracy of this latter 
passage. His words are as follows : “In vain did the minister Wang 
Mang, pretender to the throne, attempt to conciliate the Western 
Countries by rich, presents (4 A/D.). The year 8 A/D. marks the official 
cessation of the relations between China and Si-yi (Western Countries). 
According to the testimony of the imperial historiographer Pan-kou, 
the power of China in those regions was, towards the end of the First 
Han dynasty, in the year 23 of the Christian era, reduced to nothing.” 
Further, if Ki-pin had been independent up to 25 A.C, Pan-ku would 
certainly have mentioned this significant fact in his long account of 
Ki-pin. But he is silent and stops abruptly. This abrupt ending 
and reticence probably show that his account as quoted by M. Specht 
is an oversight. 

ii, There are, however, certain passages in the Memoir of Chang- 
k’ien as recorded in the Tsien Han Chou which leave no doubt on 
this vexed point. The account runs as follows : “When the king 
was killed by the Hiitng-nu, his widow was raised to the supreme 
power, and having reduced the Ta-hia they ruled over them. * $ 

Chang-k’ien then went to Ta-hia ; but to the end he could get no 
satisfactory hold *on the Y uelvchi ; and after a stay of more than a 
year he returned * * About the time, the Yueh-chi, who had been 

defeated by the Hiung-nu, attacked the king of the Sae on the West ; 
and the latter took flight to a great distance southward, his territory 
was occupied by the Yueh-chi, Koann-mou who now felt himself 
strong, asked permission of the Shen-yu to avenge his father’s 
wrongs ; moved westwards, attacked and defeated the Ta Yueh-chi , 
who fled still further to the West , and settled in the country of the Ta- 
hia * (vide A, Wylie, Notes on the Western Regions, Jour. 
Anthropological Institute, 1880, voh X, pp. 66ff,). 

12, This last statement is very significant and sets all doubts 
at rest. It proves that during the period in which Chang-k'ien visited 
the Western regions, the Ta Yueh-chi had not only conquered Ta- 
hia but had also settled in that territory. I have very carefully con- 
sulted the original Chinese passage and have no doubt about the 
correctness of A. Wylie’s rendering (vide also O. Pranke, Beitrage 
aus chinesischen Quellen zur Kenntnis der Tiirkvolker und Sky then 
Zentralasi ens, Berlin, 1904, p. 55). Fortunately we are in a position* 
to determine approximately the date of this event, We know that 
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the Yueh-chi were expelled by the Hiung-nu from their country in 
about 165 B.C. and that they next invaded the country of the Wu-sun, 
their neighbours to the West, and killed their king Nan-teou-mi. 
Then they proceeded still further to the West and attacked the king 
of the Se who fled a long way to the South, abandoning his territories 
to the Yueh-chi. The son of Nan-teou-mi, Koenn-mouo, however, 
was brought up by the king of the Hiung-nu. When he grew up, 
Koenn-mouo attacked the Yueh-chi, who fled towards the West and 
established themselves in the territory of the Ta-hia. The interven- 
tion of Koenn-mouo requires at least an interval of twenty years 
between the defeat of the Wu-sun and the submission of Ta-hia. 
The first event took place a short time after 165 B.C. The second 
falls, therefore, about 140 B.C. Some years, of course, must have 
elapsed before the Yueh-chi could consolidate their power in the 
newly conquered kingdom and divide it into five well-ordered 
separate yabgous. We can tentatively hold this division of the terri 
tories to have taken place about the time of the visit of Chang-k’ien, 
that is, about 125 B.C. This chronological limit is of great importance. 

13. We shall now show that the Classical notices too substantiate 
this conclusion. It is generally assumed by scholars that before the 
Ta Yueh-chi had settled down in Bactria, they were conquered 
by some other Mongolian tribe. This view is very much in vogue. Herr 
Marquart has made a very careful study of all statements, Classical and 


Chinese, which bear on this point, in his masterly treatise. F. W. 
Thomas too has incidentally touched this subject in his scholarly 
article on Sakastana. (JRAS, 1906). We shall examine afterwards 
the view of Herr Marquart. The accepted view is well represented 
by Prof. E. J. Rapson. We shall first quote from him and shall 
see how far he is correct, 

“* * the great Yueh-chi, continuing their movement to the West 
until they came into contact with a people whom the Chinese called 
Sse (Sai) or Sek, and who were probably to be identified with the Sakas: 
of the Jaxartes. The Yueh-chi took possession of the country of 
the Sakas, and the Sakas being driven to the south-west occupied the 
country of the Ta-hia or Bactria, The immediate cause of the down- 
fall of Greek rule in Bactria would therefore seem to have been an 
overwhelming invasion of Saka hordes who had been driven from 
their own lands. The native inhabitants of Bactria, the Ta-hia or 
Dab se, are represented as an un warlike people living in towns and 
villages which were governed by their own magistrates, % * It is 
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probable that for a brief period Saka warrior chiefs took the place of 
Eucratides and Heliocles as rulers of Ta-hia. Such would appear 
to have been the state of affairs when the Chinese envoy in 126 B.c. 
visited the Yueh-chi and found them still in the territories to the 
North of the Oxus from which they had expelled the S§akas” (vide 
The Cambridge History of India, voL I, Ancient India, 1922 ; 
pp, 565-6). Prof. Rapson then quotes a passage from Ma-twan-lin in 
support of his contention (vide Remusat, Nouveaux Melanges 
■Asiatiques, I, p. 205). 

14. The above extract of Prof. Rapson is incorrect in some parti- 
culars. He tacitly assumes that the £§aka irruption took place about 
135 B.C. (last date of Heliocles according to him, op. cit, p. 700). But 
Herr Franke, on whom Prof. Rapson places so much reliance, thinks 
that “the wandering of the Saka to the South must have taken place 
between the years 174 and 160 B. (vide Beitrage etc., p, 56). 
Dr. Vincent Smith too mentions in this connection that “the defeat 
and the flight of the Sakas may be dated with a very close approxima- 
tion to absolute accuracy in the year B. c. 160. We have shown else- 
where that Ta-hia must have been occupied by the Ta Yueh-chi some 
time about 140 B. C. M. de Lacouperie (Academy, December 31st ; 
1887) states the date as “about 143 B. c.” Thus Prof. Rapson’s 
statement about the occupation of Ta-hia by the Sakas about 135 B. c. 
proves illusory. The Chinese historians definitely negative such a view, 
15. There are other considerations which will show the futility 
of such a contention. The native population of Ta-hia have been 
thus described in the Sse-ki : “In Ta-hia there was no sovereign 
king ; ordinarily towns and cities selected particular chiefs. Their 
soldiers were feeble, afraid to fight and fit for commerce. At the time 
of their migration towards the West the Ta Yue-tche attacked and 
vanquished them and established their domination” (fol 6, v) (vide 
Journal Asiatlque, Mav-june, p. 535). The Tsien Han Chou too 
speaks of the weakness of the people of Ta-hia, If, however, as Prof. 
Rapson thinks, the Sakas were the masters of Ta-hia, the conquering 
of this land would not have been so easy for the Yueh-chi and the 
accurate Chinese historians would never have mentioned them as such 
a weak people and failed to mention the $aka occupation. Prof. 
Rapson, however, seems to rely on the following passage of the 
encyclopaedist Ma-twan-lin : “In ancient times the Hiung-nu having 
defeated the Yueh-chi, the latter went to the West to dwell* in 
Ta-hia, and the king of the Sai (Sakas) went southwards to live 
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in Ki-pin. The tribes of the Sai divided and dispersed, so as 
to form here and there different kingdoms. 5 ’ It is evident that this 
is a very condensed description and is wrong in several particulars. 
As a matter of fact, M. Sylvain L< 3 vi warns us against relying on 
Ma-twan-lin. It says nothing about the conflict with the Wu-sun and 
the defeat of the Ta Yueh-chi by the son of the Wu-sun chief. The 
original sources inform us that the Sakas went to Ki-pin, but the faulty 
extract seems to show that the Sakas were driven out of Ta-hia by 
the Yueh-chi. The Second Han Annals too confirm our contention 
(vide Kap, 96, b, Fol. I. v.). There we read : “The Sai-wang went 
south-ward and passed Hien-tu." Dr. Franke has shown with 
some certainty that Hien-tu (Hanging Passage) lay “a little to the 
the West of Skardo, near the boundary of the present Dardistan” 
(vide Beitrage etc,, p. 58), Though there has been much controversy 
over the location of Ki-pin nobody has yet ventured to suggest that 
it is Ta-hia. Dr. Vincent Smith too has come to the same conclusion, 
having based his opinion on the Sse-ki and the report of Chang-k’ien 
as summarised by M. Sylvain Levi. 

16. We shall now see what the classical sources inform us of the 
migrations of the great Asian hordes which played so important a 
part in the troubled history of this region. The notices are 
fragmentary and vague and, unfortunately, are open to different inter- 
pretations. Franke and Marquart have examined the classical 
sources in detail. Our leading authorities on this point are Strabo 
(XI, 5 1 1.) and the Prologue to the lost History of Pompeius Trogus 
(XL!.). Strabo tells us that “the best known of the nomad tribes 
are those who drove the Greeks out of Bactria — the Asii, the Pasiani, 
the Tochari and the Sacarauli, who came from the country on the other 
side of the Jaxartes, over against the Sacae Sogdiani, which country 
was also in the possession of the Sacae.” The Prologue to the 
lost History of Pompeius Trogus gives still less information, viz. “the 
Saraucae and the Asiani seized Bactria and Sogdiana 5 (vide the 
Cambridge History of India, p. 459), There can be no doubt that 
Saraucae and Sacarauli are the same. Herr Marquart thinks that 
Pasiani of Strabo and Asiani of Trogus are the same as the Yueh- 
chi of the Chinese. But there are weighty reasons for supposing that 
the Ta Yueh-chi of the Chinese are the same as the Tochari of Strabo 
(vide Franke, Beitrage etc., p. 30). This is further confirmed by the fact 
that the people of Bactria are called Tochari by Ptolemy and it is 
acknowledged on all hands that about the time of Ptolemy,, Bactria 
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was in the possession of the Yueh-chi. Dr. Franke adduces very 
cogent arguments against Herr Marquart’s identification of Ta-hia 
with the Tochari (vide Franke, Beitrage etc., pp. 30 ff.) and we think 
that the identification is not tenable. There is little doubt among 
scholars that the Sacae of Strabo are the same as the Sakas. So, 
even according to him, nomad tribes different from the Sacae drove out 
the Greeks from Bactria, The Prologue to the lost History of 
Pompeius Trogus furnishes no tangible information. It merely says, 
‘‘the Saraucae and Asiani seized Bactria and Sogdiana.” Here too, 
we find that the Sakas are not credited with the conquest of Bactria. 
Our examination of the Chinese sources too confirms these fragment- 
ary notices of the classical writers. In short, the Greeks were driven 
out of Bactria not by the Sakas as assumed by Prof. Rapson and 
other scholars but by nomad tribes among whom were the Ta Yueh- 
chi. This event must have taken place about 130 B, c. (vide Cam- 
bridge History of India, p. 461) during the reign of Heliocles. We have 
made a long digression to show that the classical historians too 
confirm the statements of the Chinese historians as interpreted by us. 
Now we shall examine again the Chinese sources and see how far 
they enable us to determine the date of Kaniska. 

17. We shall turn to the celebrated passage of the Second Han 
History : “Previously the Yueh-chi were defeated by the Hiung-nu ; 
they went to Ta-hia and divided this kingdom into five hi-heou 
(jabgous), which were those of Hieou-mi, Choung-mi, Kouei-choung, 
Hi-touen and Tou-mi. More than a hundred years after that the 
hi-heou of Kouei-choung named Kieu-tsieu-k’io attacked and 
vanquished the four other hi-heou ; he declared himself king” (vide 
M. Chavannes, Les Pays d’occident d’apres le Iieou' Han Chou, 
Toung Pao, Serie, II. vol. VIII, 1907, pp. 149!?.). We have shown 
before that the Ta Yueh-chi had taken possession of the Ta-hia 
territory in about 135 B. c. and from the chronological data supplied 
by the Heou Han Chou we can now conclude that Kieu-tsieu-k’io 
had conquered the four other jabgous and had made himself king 
about 10 B, C. 

18. Such a theory, however, goes against the views of 
Specht, Boyer, Franke, Chavannes and other scholars. There has 
been a general tendency to shift back the time of these kings merely 
because there is no mention of them in the earlier Han history. 
But this argumentum ex silentio is misleading in the extreme. There 
cannot be any doubt that neither Kaniska nor .any of his successors 
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have been mentioned by Fan-ye in his Heou Han Chou. The passing 
over in silence of so great an emperor is perplexing in the extreme. 
From such reticence the above-mentioned scholars should have con- 
cluded that in the period covered by Fan-ye’s History, Kaniska or any 
of his successors could not have reigned. But they make no such 
deduction, probably because such a deduction runs against all current 
theories. It must be said to the credit of Dr. R. C. Majumdar that 
he had the courage to follow his logic and maintain that Kaniska 
must have flourished after the period covered by Fan-ye* s history. 
There is much that is admirable in his dissertation. But later dis- 
coveries and investigations have made his carefully worked out theory 
untenable. 

19. No firm conclusion should be drawn from a mere reticence 
in a work which treats of that topic only incidentally. We should 
remember that neither Pan-ku nor Fan-ye was writing a history 
of the Ta Yueh-chi king*. Their mention of them is only incidental 
and fragmentary. M, Levi felicitously observes, '‘the notices of foreign 
peoples incorporated in the Annals do not pretend to trace a 
complete history of these people ; the compiler contents himself 
with putting together information obtained from time to time 
through chance.” There are, however, indirect references in the 
history of the First Han which make it clear that in the period 
covered by it the advent of Kujula Kadphises had taken place. 
The Tsien Han Chou informs us : “They (Ta Yueh-chi) have 
five Heih-hows. * * the fifth is the Heih-how of Kao-fou. * * 
These five Heih-hows are all dependent on the Ta Yueh-chi’* (vide 
A. Wylie, Notes on the Western Regions, Jour. Anthropological 
Institute, 1880). Fan-ye mentions the first four hi-heou as Yueh- 
chi dependencies and he corrects the fifth into Tou-mi. In his notice 
on Kao-fou, Fan-ye says that Pau*ku was mistaken in regarding 
Kao-fou, among the five original Yueh-chi hi-heou, “It is when 
the Yue-tche had triumphed over Ngan-si that they took Kao-fou for 
the first time. 55 

20. So far so good. It may be that Pan-ku was wrong in mention- 
ing Kao-fou as an original Yueh-chi hi-heou. But the conclusions 
which have been drawn from this oversight are too ingenious. 
Dr. Franke has doubts whether the accurate Pan-ku could have made 
a mistake (vide O. Franke, Beitrage etc., p* 95), After all, the correc- 
tion is only slight Dr. Franke is at great pains to distinguish 
between Tou-mi and Kao-fou, All that he can say (a mere assume* 
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tion evoked by the stress of necessity) is that Tou-mi might have been 
a part of Kao-fou or that it was a new name of the old territory. 
Dr. Franke, however, admits that '“in any case we have no correction 
(sufficient enough) to regard as an error the evidence of the very 
reliable earlier Han Anna!, alone on the testimony of the later chro- 
nicle without anything more” (vide O. Franke, Beitrage etc., p. 95). 
M. Chavannes, following Dr, Franks, observes, “Tou-rai must be near 
though distinct from Kabul. 0 The so-called correction of Fan-ye who is 
often incorrect appears on closer examination to be more or less illusory. 

2i« That Fan-ye is often careless is patent. He says that he based 
his account on the report of Pan Yong, though he mentions 
facts posterior to that general (Toung Pao, 1907, p. 150). Such 
oversights are paradonable, But the interpreters of Fan-ye do him 
greater injustice in claiming for him theories he never claimed /or 
himself. Thus Fan-ye is content with observing that Pan-ku is mis- 
taken and says nothing more. But his commentators have a theory 
on this simple statement. The best representative of this school is 
M. Chavannes. We quote his words (Toung Pao, 1907, p. 191) : “He 
(Fan-ye) remarks as a matter of fact that Pan-kou is in the wrong to 
count Kao-fou among the five yabgous, for this kingdom could have 
never depended on the Ta Yue-tche in the epoch of the First 
Han ; in other words Pan-kou who died in 92 A. D. knew that 
Kao-fou depended on the Ta Yue-tche, but he was mistaken in indi- 
cating this fact in the history of the Earlier Han, for it was after 
the end of this dynasty that the Ta Yue-tche conquered Kao-fou. 
Thus the victories of Kieou-tsieou-kio must necessarily have taken 
place after the end of the First Han (9 A.D.) and before the death 
of Pan-kou (92 A.D.). An argument which appears of weight to 
Q. Franke (O. Franke, Beitrage etc., pp. 71-72) is the following : in 
his introduction Fan-ye says that he tells facts posterior to the com- 
mencement of the period Kien-wou (25-55 a.d.) and that he borrows 
his information from the official report presented by Pan Yong during 
the last years of the reign of the emperor Ngan (107- 125 A.D.) ; thus 
Kieou-tsieou-kio and Yen-kao-tchen ought to have ruled between 25 
and 125 a . d ., and, as Kieou-tsieou-kio died aged 80 years, his con- 
quests thus might have been reported as between the year 25 and 
the year 50 of our era ” 

22. The interpretations of Chavannes and Franke are ingenious 
in the extreme* But their mistakes are patent. M, Chavannes 
evidently bases his conclusion on the following sentence, 
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viz., * * * this kingdom Kao-fou had never depended on the 
Ta Yue-tche in the epoch of the first Han. All that Fan-ye himself 
tells us is that Kao-fou was not an original Yue-tche hi-heou, 
and there cannot be any doubt that Pan-kou was mistaken 
in considering Kao-fou as an original Yueh-chi hi-heou. It was only 
a later dependancy of the Yueh-chi which Kieu-tsieu-kio had conquered. 
The Heou Han Chou tells us that it was after the Yueh-chi had 
triumphed over Ngan-si that they conquered Kao-fu for the first time. 
There is nothing here to show that Fan-ye recorded that the Yueh- 
chi could not have conquered Kao-fu in the time of the First Han. 
As to Dr. Franke’ s arguments, of which M. Chavannes is not sure 
enough, they are of no weight. Fan-ye is often careless and does not 
always observe his own canons, The natural interpretation of the 
statement of Pan-ku would be that in the period covered by his 
history (i, e., up to 25 A.C.) Kao-fu had been conquered by the Yueh- 
chi, and as the fifth Yueh-chi hi-heou Tou-mi and the conquered 
territory were adjoining and probably were together called Kao-fu (as 
Dr. Franke avers) ; he inadvertently named the last principality to be 
Kao-fu. Dr. Franke further suggests that Tou-mi was probably a later 
name for Kao-fu. It does not matter much even if Pan-ku is 
mistaken. It can hardly be denied that in the period covered by 
Pan-ku’s history (i. e., up to 25 a. C.), Kao-fu was already a Yueh-chi 
principality, which was, as Fan-ye tells us, conquered for the first 
time by Kujula Kadphises* As to the reliability of Pan-ku, Dr. 
Franke himself stands as his sponsor. Moreover it will be interesting 
to note that even Chavannes and Franke’s deductions do not run 
directly counter to ours, for they assign limiting dates for the con- 
quests of Kujula and if we turn to the earlier limits set up by them, 
we find to our astonishment that they more or less confirm our deduc- 
tions. 

23. There are other indications in the history of the First Han 
which too show that the unification of the Yueh-chi principalities had 
already taken place. It is strange that such significant facts have 
been left out of consideration. In the very beginning of his notice 
of the Ta Yueh-chi, Pan-ku tells us that “the capital of the kingdom 
of the Ta Yueh-chi is the city of Keen-she, distant from Chang-gan, 
ix, 600 II” (vide A. Wylie, Jour. Anthropological Institute, 1880, 
p. 40). Fan-ye too tells us that “the kingdom of the Ta Yue-tche 
has for capital the city of Lan-che” The accurate researches of 
MM. Chavannes and Levi leave little room for doubt that these two 
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names are really the same (vide Toung Pao. 1907, p. 187 ft). Now for 
our argument. We know from Fan-ye that it was Kujula Kaclphises 
who conquered the four other Yueh-chi principalities and declared 
himself king. The mention of a single capital of the Ta 
Yueh-chi by Pan-ku which was the same as the capital of the Ta 
Yueh-chi mentioned by Fan-ye is significant. It shows without any 
trace of doubt that In the period covered by the earlier Han 
Annals, the centralisation of the Yueh-chi power had taken place. 
Who was the author of this centralisation we learn from Fan-ye. As 
the name of the two capitals is the same, there should not be any 
reasonable doubt that already before 25 A.C., Kujula Kadphises had 
united the five Yueh-chi hi-heou into one single kingdom whose 
capital was Keen-sbe (=Lan-che). 

24. There is another fact which strongly supports our contention. 
Pan-ku gives a long account of Ki-pin which he describes as “a great 
kingdom.* But it is strange that Fan-ye omits it altogether. The 
only explanation that is possible for such omission is that at the 
commencement of the period covered by Fan-ye’s history, Ki-pin was 
already a Yueh-chi dependency and so Fan-ye does not describe it 
separately, 

25, One of the main arguments for relegating the first and the 
second Kadphises to a later period is based on the report of Pan-ku 
regarding Ki-pin. We know from the second Han history that 
Kujula Kadphises conquered Ki-pin. Now if it can be shown that 
Ki-pin wa^ independent up to a certain period, Kujula cannot be 
placed before that period. The transactions of Ki-pin as found in 
Tsien Iian Chou are fragmentary and end abruptly. One cannot 
but wonder when one finds how Pan-ku has been misinterpreted. 
We shall quote in extenso the details about Ki-pin and then draw 
our conclusion. “From tl|e time that the emperor Woo-te opened up 
communication with Ki-pin, the rulers of that kingdom, in view of 
extreme distance, had considered themselves safe from the intrusion 
of a Chinese army. In this confidence the king Woo-tow-laou on 
several occasions put the Chinese envoys to death. On the death 
of Woo-tow-laou, his son, who had succeeded to the dignity, sent an 
envoy with offerings to China ; Wan Chung the Protector General, 
at the barrier, was sent to escort him home. He again wished to 
take Wan Chung’s life ; but the latter becoming aware of his intention, 
entered into a plot with the king of Yang-keu ? s son Ym-muh-foo, which 
resulted In an invasion of the country when the king was killed, and 
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Yin-muh-foo installed as king of Ki-pin, and received the seal and 
ribbon of investiture from China. Afterwards the military marquis 
Chou Tih, who was sent to Ki-pin, managed to get on bad terms with 
Yin-muh-foo, when the latter put the felon’s coliar on the envoy, killed 
his assistant and attendants, more than seventy persons in all, and 
then sent an envoy with a letter to the emperor, acknowledging his 
transgression. But the country being among the unregistered and 
impracticable regions, the emperor Yuen-te discharged the envoy, 
communication being cut off by the Hindukush. In the time of the 
emperor Ching-te (B. C. 32-7) Ki-pin again sent an envoy with offerings 
and an acknowledgment of guilt. The supreme board wished to send 
an envoy with a reply to escort the Ki-pin envoy home” (vide M. 
Specht, Les Indo-Scythes et 1 ’epoque de Kanichka, d’apres les sources 
chinoises, Jour. As., 1897, X, p. 162 ff. and O. Franke, Beitrage, etc., 
p. 63). Too-kin, however, resisted the proposal and ultimately 
prevented the sending of an embassy. 

26. The date of the embassy according to Li-tai-ki-sse-nian-pao (liv, 
xxvii, foi. 7, see also Jour. As., X, 1897, p. 163), is 25 B. C. So all 
that we can legitimately conclude from this passage is that Ki-pin was 
independent up to 25 B. C. We cannot conclude that it was so up to 
7 B. c. merely because the emperor Ching-te ruled up to that date. 
All who want a shifting back of the date of Kujula Kadphises have 
assumed this. The important fact, however, to remember in this 
connection is that as the emperor Yuen-te (48-33 B. c.) refused 
to take notice of a bloody affront and left Ki-pin unmolested, there 
must have been some reason that led Ki-pin to conciliate China again. 
The answer is what M. Sylvaln Levi suggests : “In vain did Ki-pin 
under the menace of a pressing peril, acknowledge its fault and offer 
reparation to the successor of Youan-ti ; Tcheng-ti (32-7 B. C.) imitated 
the prudent reserve of his predecessor and doubtless abandoned the 
unfortunate Ki-pin to an invasion of the Yue-tche, which was led by 
Kieou-tsieou-kio” (Jour. As., Jan-Feb., 1897, p. 22). As the embassy 
of Ki-pin reached China some time in 25 B. C. it is natural to infer 
that the invasion of Kujula Kadphises took place some time after 
25 b. c. This we find to accord with what we have observed 
above. ; ; J, ■ C W W ;■ yf-’l 'T: by " y/AJySK ■ • :: 

27. It is much to Be regretted that there is no direct reference 
to Kaniska in the history of Fan-ye. But there are one or two facts 
which are significant and which tend to show that he was ruling 
towards the end of the first century A. C. The biography of Pan- 
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ch’ao contains the description of a disastrous northern expedition by 
a Yueh-chi king which more or less tallies with the Buddhist stories 
translated by M. Sylvain Levi and also with the accounts recorded 
by the celebrated Chinese traveller Yuan Chwang, We shall quote 
in extenso from the biography of Pan-ch’ao (vide Toung Pao, 1906, 
pp. 232-3, traduction par M. Chavannes) : ‘'Formerly the Yue-tche 
had aided the Chinese in invading Kiu-che (Tourfan) and rendered 
them signal services ; this year (88 A. D.) they offered as tributes 
precious stones (?), fou-pa ; and lions ; they took this occasion for 
demanding in marriage a princess of the house of Han. Pan Tchao 
arrested and sent back the ambassador ; from this moment there was 
enmity and resentment (between the Yue-tche and the Chinese). In 
the second year (Yong-yuan, 90 a. D.), the Yue-tche sent their viceroy 
Sie at the head of 16000 soldiers to attack (Pan) Tchao ; the army of 
(Pan) Tchao was small in number and was greatly afraid ; (Pan) Tchao 
appeared before the military forces (which were in evidence) and said, 
‘Though the soldiers of the Yue-tche be numerous, they have travelled 
several thousand li from home in crossing the Tsong- ling; they have 
not convoys of stores ; is that trouble enough to be unquiet ? Let 
us confine ourselves to gathering all the cereals and to guarding them 
well, The invaders would be famished and exhausted and would 
submit themselves ; in some dozen , of days at most everything will 
be finished, 7 Sie, however, advanced and attacked (Pan) Tchao; 
but he could not subjugate him (Tchao) $ besides he could get nothing 
by pillage. (Pan) Tchao calculating that the rations of Sie are going 
to be exhausted and that certainly he (Sie) would ask Kieou-tseu 
(Koutcha) to help, despatched several hundreds of soldiers to the 
Eastern territory to wait in the way of the Yue-tche ; as a matter of 
fact, Sie sent horsemen who carried gold, silver, pearls and precious 
stones for making a present of them to Kieou-tseu (Koutcha) ; the 
soldiers of (Pan) Tchao who were in ambush barred their way, attacked 
and killed them all ; they took the head of the ambassador to show 
it to Sie ; he became greatly afraid and delegated an embassy for 
admitting his fault and expressing his desire to go back safe and 
sound ; (Pan) Tchao let him go and he returned. From that moment 
the Yue-tche were greatly fear-stricken and offered every tribute and 
present” 

28. Here we find record of a disastrous northern expedition. We 
have reminiscences of a similar disaster in a . story translated by 
ll Sylvain Levi (vide Jour, As., Nov-Dec., s 896, p. 482ff ). «* * * 
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The people of the three regions submitted ; under the hoofs of 
the horse which the king Ki-ni-tcha rides all are broken and subjuga- 
ted. The king said: I have subjugated three regions ; all have come 
for refuge to me ; the region of the North alone has not yet submitted. 
If I subjugate them I shall not profit by any other opportunity against 
anyone whoever he may be ; but I do not know the best means of 
succeeding in it. On hearing these words the people of the king 
deliberated among themselves : ‘The king is greedy, cruel and 
unreasonable ; his frequent campaigns and conquests have fatigued 
the army of his servants. He does not know how to content 
himself ; he wishes to rule over the four quarters. The garrisons are 
stationed in distant frontiers and our relatives are away from us. 
Such being the situation, we should be of one opinion to get rid of 
him. After that we may be happy.’ As the king was ill, they 
covered him with a quilt and a man sat on it and the king expired 
in an instant.” Another story refers to this northern expedition in 
clear terms : “On the earth, three of the four quarters were at peace ; 
the northern region alone had not yet submitted and prayed for 
protection. Soon he equipped a fearful army for chastising it. He 
made the Hou (barbarians) march in front, and the white elephants as 
the head of the column and as guides. The king followed, and he led 
the way in the rear of the army. He wished to go just up to the 
Tsoung-ling. In crossing the passes those who mounted the elephant 
and the horses in front (en telte) could not advance. The king, very 
much surprised, addressed in such terms : ‘Many times have I rode 
on you to punish the rebels. Three regions obey me in peace. Why 
then do you not like to follow to-day your way ? * * *” There can be 
little doubt that the Yueh-chi king is Kaniska himself. The history 
of the second Han confirms it strongly. Fan-Ye tells us that Viraa 
did not rule in India himself. He appointed a viceroy instead. Now 
in this episode, a Yueh-chi king of India is mentioned who sent his 
viceroy to fight against Pan-Ch’ao. So this king cannot be Vinaa 
and a fortiori not Kujula. This fact disproves one of the main argu- 
ments in favour of the 125 A.C. theory. So the king of the Yueh- 
chi at that time was either Kaniska or one of his successors. But on 
other considerations, it is almost certain that Kaniska was then ruling. 

29, In these stories we find that the North alone did not pay him 
homage and that his northern expedition was unsuccessful. This 
strikingly confirms the ignominous expedition against Pan-Ch’ao as 
recorded in the First Han Annal, And we may be sure that the 
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king whose general was so ingloriously defeated by Pan-Ch’ao was 
no other than Kaniska. This gives us a certain chronological datum 
for him and we may almost be certain that Kaniska was ruling in 
the year qo A.C. We have dated inscriptions of Kaniska which run 
from the year 3 to the year 23. If we refer these dates to the £aka 
era, the period of his reign falls between 81 a.C. and 101 A.c. This 
tallies with the Pan-Ch’ao episode. 

30. Now we shall cite another passage from the History of the 
Second Han which goes to show that there was a certain Kaniska who 
was ruling about 1x4 A.C. “During the rule of the emperor Ngan, 
during the period Yuan-tchou (1x4-1 16 A.D.) Ngan-kouo, king of Sou-le 
(Kashgar) exiled to the Yue-tche (Indo-Scythians) his maternal uncle 
Tchen-pan for some fault ; the king of the Yue-tche took the latter 
in affection. Later Ngan-kouo died without leaving an issue ; his 
mother directed the government of the kingdom ; she arranged with 
the people of the country to place on the throne, as king of Sou-le, 
Yi-fou who was the son of a younger brother of Tchen-pan born of 
the same mother as he. Tchen-pan was informed of it and addressed 
a request to the king of the Yue-tche to inform him {pour lui dire), 
‘Ngan-kouo had no child ; those who were agnates are of young 
age ; if one wants to place on the throne a member of the family 
of the mother of Ngan-kouo, I am the uncle of Yi-fou and it is I 
who should be the king.’ The Yue-tche at that time sent soldiers 
to escort and to carry him to Sou-le. The people of the latter king- 
.dom had for a long time respect and affection for Tchen-pan j besides 
they feared the Yue-tche ; they arranged, therefore, to despoil Yi-fou 
of his seal and ribbon and to go before Tchen-pan whom they 
nominated king. However, they gave to Yi-fou the title of the 
Marquis of the city of Pan-kao. Later on So-kiu (Yarkand) revolted 
several times in succession against Yu-tien and put itself under the 
dependence of Sou-le (Kashgar). Sou-le could, therefore, thanks to 
its power, become a rival kingdom to Kieou-tseu (Koutcha) and Yu- 
tien (Khotan).” This long account regarding Kashgar informs us in 
so many words that about 114 A.c,, a certain relative of the king of 
Kashgar was a hostage of the Yueh-chi king and that later on this 
exiled king was placed on the throne of Kashgar, the people of which 
kingdom were greatly afraid of the Yueh-chi. All doubts might have 
been set at rest if Fan-ye had mentioned the name of the Yueh-chi king. 
But as he chd not, we have to depend on other sources to ascertain 
who this king might have been. 
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31. Certain facts noted by Yuan Chwang in his account of Qua- 
pl-shih tend to show that this king was Kaniska. Thus we read, 
‘'When Kaniska reigned in Gandhara, his power reached the neigh- 
bouring states and his influence extended to distant regions. As he 
kept order by military rule over a wide territory reaching to the east 
of Tsung-ling, a tributary state of China to the West of the Yellow 
River through fear of the king’s power sent him (princes as) hostages* 1 
(vide Watters* Yuan Chwang, vol I, p. 124). Again, “When Kaniska 
was reigning, the fear of his name spread to many regions, so far even 
as to the outlying vassals of China to the West of the Yellow River, 
One of these vassal states being in fear sent a hostage to the court 
of king Kaniska (the hostage being apparently a son of the ruler of 
the state). * * (op. cit., p. 292). These passages show that even 
at the time when Yuan Chwang visited Kapisa, there was a faint 
reminiscence of a certain prince of a Western feudatory of China as 
having been a hostage of Kaniska. The accounts do not go far. But 
the similarity is striking. So it is permissible to infer that the king 
of the Yueh-chi referred to in the Heou Han Chou is the same as 
the great Buddhist emperor Kaniska. 

32. This piece of evidence is, however, not of a demonstrative 
nature. But Herr Marquart is almost fascinated by the similarity. 
In his learned work, we find a brilliant discussion of this 
datum (vide J. Marquart, Eran-sahr, Berlin, 1901, p. 283). He also 
brings forward in support of his contention the fact that the Han 
monastery is called by Hoei-li (biographer of Yuan Chwang) as Sa~ 
la-kio. He thinks that this word represents the Chinese Shu-lek 
(Kashgar) as root word. "People named, therefore, the prince of 
Kashgar, who lived in the court of Kaniska in India according to 
the well-known rule of Panini (IV, I, 173) with a tadraja form, 
Saraka and built for him the monastery of Sarakawati, cloister of the 
prince of Saraka. If this interpretation be correct, we obtain at the 
same time a decided synchronism for Kaniska : he must have been 
already on the throne between 107-113” (op. cit., p. 283). Dr. Franke, 
however, doubts this without showing sufficient reason. M. Specht 
was the first to draw attention to this fact. Both Marquart and Specht 
have concluded that this king must be Kaniska, 

33. But Kaniska’s inscriptional dates ran up to the year 23. Refer- 
ring this to the f§aka era we get the equivalent to be 101 A,C, So 
here was a puzzle. Two conclusions would follow: (x) Kaniska could , 
not have started the Saka era, or (2) there were two Kaniskas. 
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Herr Marquart held the former view and so too ML Specht. 
But we have now a new record which can reconcile both these 
apparently conflicting facts. This later discovered inscription is dated 
in the year 41 of a Kaisara Kaniska. Referred to the $aka era the 
date turns out to be 1 19 A. C. So at this period there was a great 
Kaisara Kaniska and this king might well have been hinted at by 
Yuan Chawng. It may also be that in later tradition these two kings 
were confused and Yuan Chwang ascribed the exploits of the one to 
the other. It is premature as yet to say if the Kaniska whose inscrip- 
tional dates run from the year 3 to the year 23 is the same as this 
Kaisara Kaniska. Mr. R. D. Benerjee who has a theory of his own 
holds that they are one, while Dr. Liiders and other scholars differ. 
Anyway, even if we consider them as distinct, still the theory that 
one Kaniska founded the Saka era is not hurt by the facts recorded 
in the transactions of Sou-le by Fan-ye. 

34. The compendium of Wei in a curious notice on Buddhism, 
preserved for us by San-koo-tchi, makes mention of the Yueh-chi, 
(vide Journal Asiatique, Jan-Fev., 1897, p» 14 and O. Franke, Beitrage, 
etc., p, 91). There has been much controversy about the interpreta- 
tion of this passage between MM. Levi and Specht. To me the 
interpretation of Levi and Franke appear to be correct. In the 
words of Prof. Hermann von Oldenberg, the text tells us in short 
that “in the year 2 B. C., a Chinese official had learnt to know 
Buddhist sutras by oral transmission, through the agency of an 
ambassador of the king of the Yue-chP’ (vide Journal of the Pali 
Text Society, 1910*12, p. 4 ; vide also O. Franke, Beitrage, etc., 
pp. 91-92). Thus in 2 B. c. we find a king of the Ta Yueh-chi and 
not the head of a hi-heou. He might have had Buddhistic incli- 
nation. We may conclude from this fact that the centralisation of 
the Yueh-chi power had already taken place in 2 B. a And as 
Fan-ye tells us that it was Kujula Kadphises who first conquered 
the four other principalities and made himself king, it is permissible 
to conjecture that already in 2 B. C., Kujula had completed his 
conquest at least of the four other Yueh-chi hi-heou, The coins of 
Kujula too testify to his Buddhistic inclination. In many of them we 
have the curious and patently Buddhistic epithet dhramathidasa. It 
may be noted in this connection that M. Sylvain L£vi thinks that 
this Yueh-chi king was Kaniska. And as Kaniska ruled about 
2 B. C.j he might have started the Vikrama era. So according to 
M* Levi, the centralization of the Yueh-chi power had already taken 
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place about 2 B. C. It will be shown later on that the Vikrama 
era theory is no longer tenable, and yet M. Levi too supports some of 
our inferences indirectly* 

35 # The traditional history of the introduction of Buddhism into China 
throws some light on the troubled history of this period. But here our 
authorities are vague. The facts of this introduction of Buddhism have 
been told by a number of writers (vide M. H, Maspero, B. E. F, E. O., 
Tome X, 1910, p. 95 ff.)- M. Maspero has, cited twelve Chinese texts, 
historical as well as Buddhistic, which were written between the second 
and the sixth century of the Christian era. The different texts vary 
slightly but the central fact is the same in all of them, viz., the 
emperor Ming of the Eastern Han saw in a dream the Buddha and 
sent an embassy to India to inquire about the religion of the Sakya- 
muni. The limiting dates for the sending of the embassy and its 
return are between 61 and 75 A, c. in all the texts. A comparison 
of all the texts leaves little room for doubt that Tien-tchou was then 
in the possession of the Ta Yueh-chi. One of the texts, viz*, Houa 
Hou King (composed between 305 and 310 A. C. ?) leaves the impression 
that Sravasti was included in the Yueh-chi dominions. Even if this 
be called in question, it can never be doubted that the soidisant 
Tien-tchou was, between 61 and 75 a. C., a Ta Yueh-chi principality. 
A very important deduction can be made from these various state- 
ments of the texts translated and examined by M, Maspero. The 
Ta Yueh-chi king during that epoch was certainly not Kaniska. 
The edifying Buddhist texts would never have missed the chance 
of associating the honoured name of the great emperor with the 
formal introduction of Buddhism in China. M. Maspero questions 
the correctness of the whole episode of the introduction of Buddhism 
into China at the time of the emperor Ming. He may or may not 
be correct. He appears to be unjustly sceptical. But even if the 
story of Buddhist propaganda be exaggerated, there is no reason 
for doubting that about that time Tien-tchou was a Yueh-chi 
principality and that the Yueh-chi king at that time was somebody 
else than Kaniska. Most probably he ascended the throne some 
time afterwards. So this too accords with our view and strongly 
supports our thesis. 1 C YY Y' wLC a -v :;--V 

36, Eliot in his Hinduism and Buddhism (voL II, p. 64, note) 
has mentioned a fact which is very damaging to the 125 A. C. 
theory, and supports the view that Kaniska started the Saka era. 
The catalogue of the Chinese Tripitaka states that An-shih-kao 
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(148“! 70 A. C.) translated the ' Margabhumisutra of Saugharaksa 
who was the chaplain of Kaniska. It is very rare fora Chinese 
translator to translate a work immediately after it is written. So it 
is quite natural to think that the original work was written some time 
ago, say, about A. C. 100. Kaniska must have been living before 
that date and as such he might naturally have established the Saka 
era. But it must be said that this piece of evidence only furnishes 
a dependable terminus ante quern for Kaniska, i. e., 14S A, C., but 
does not tell us definitely anything about the terminus post quern 
and also does not absolutely forbid Sir John Marshall’s theory, 

37. We shall now turn to the evidence of the coins and see how 
far numismatics support our thesis. Nobody until recently questioned 
the fact that Kujula Kadphises came after Hermaeus, the last Greek 
ruler of Kabul. As a matter of fact, all numismatists agree in holding 
that Hermaeus was superseded by Kujula Kadphises, Such was 
also the opinion of Prof, E. J. Rapson, our finest numismatic scholar. 
In his masterly monograph on Indian Coins (Grund. d. indo-ar. Phil., 
1898) we read on page 16 : “The numismatic of the progress of 
this Kusana conquest of the kingdom of Hermaeus is complete. The 
coins show the following sequence — (1) Hermaeus alone (Gardner, 
p. 62) ; (2) Kujula Kadphises associated with Hermaeus, i. e„ obv, 
ERMAIOU, rev. in Kharosthl Kujula Kasasa (Plate II, 7$ cp. 
Card, p. 120) ; (3) Kujula Kadphises alone, i. e., obv. KOZOULO- 
KADPHIZOU* rev. Kujula Kasasa (Plate II, 8; cp. Gard. p. 122). 
Mr. R. A, Whitehead too says in this connection (vide Indo-Greek 
Coins, Lahore Mus. Cat., vol. I, Oxford, 1914, p. 172) : “* * * that 
coins of the Indo-Greek prince are known which bear on the Kharosthl 
side the name of a barbaric ruler, Kujulakasa, the Kusana. When 
without further alteration of type, we find that the name of this 
Kusana chief in the form -KOZOYLOKADPHIZES makes its appear- 
ance also on the Greek side of the coinage, and the name of Hermaios 
finally disappears, then it becomes certain that this Kadphises, leader 
of the Kusana race, was the conqueror who subverted the Greek 
dominion in Kabul, and that in him we must recognise the ruler 
whose name the Chinese transcription, always cumbersome and phone- 
tically defective, reproduces as Kieu-tsieu-khio.” As a matter of fact 
the numismatic evidence in favour of the above conclusion is so com- 
plete that without violating all canons of numismatic judgment we 
cannot postulate any other theory. So too thought Prof. Rapson 
once. But in his chapter on the “Scythian and Parthian Invaders” 
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in the Cambridge History of India, he advances novel theories which 
are in opposition to all that he thought before. He writes : “It 
was formerly held by the present writer that these hostile invaders 
were the Kusanas who came over the Paropanisus from Bactria ; and 
the testimony of coins, on which the name of the last Yavana king, 
Hermaeus, and the first Kusana conqueror, Kujula ICadphises, are 
found in association, seemed to justify this conclusion. But a fuller 
consideration of all the available evidence shows that the opinion 
of Dr. F. W. Thomas is almost entirely correct, viz., that there was an 
intermediate period during which the Pahlavas were in possession of 
Kabul.” 

38. • The fuller evidence furnished by Dr. F. W. Thomas is mainly 
based on a superficial study of the facts supplied by the First Han 
history. As a matter of fact Dr. Thomas bases his conclusion on 
the observation of Fan-ye that Kao-fu was in the possession of the 
Parthians before it was conquered by Kujula Kadphises. Now it 
is on the first hand debatable if the Parthians of Fan-ye are the 
same as the Indo-Parthians. However, as the Arsacids have never 
been credited with the conquest of Kabul, Mr. J. Kennedy in his 
interesting essay "The Secret of Kaniska” (JRAS, 1912) got out of 
the difficulty by holding the Parthians of Fan-ye to be the same as 
the Indo-Parthians. The Heou Han Chou, however, hardly justifies 
such a view. But after all, it is not quite impossible and it may be 
that the Indo-Parthians held Kabul in sway for some time. The 
numerous coins of Gondopharnes at Begram seem to justify such a 
view. It is also remarkable that Gondopharnes was almost certainly 
the last Indo-Parthian ruler of that region, his followers being Indian 
rulers as is proved by the distribution of their coins. It is now admitted 
on all hands that Gondopharnes ruled between 19 A.C. and 45 a.C« 
So Kujula must have wrested Kabul from him some time between 
these dates. Thus we have another important chronological datum 
for the date of Kujula. 

39. Prof. Rapson, however, advances another theory which is strik- 
ing. Pie says at the very end of the chapter: "It was probably not until 
at least seventy years after the death of its last Yavana king that 
Kabul valley passed from the Pahlavas to the Kusanas, the next 
suzerain power in Afghanistan and N. W. India/ 1 This separation of 
Hermaeus and Kujula Kadphises in point of time presents insuperable 
numismatic difficulties and what Prof. Rapson has to say in defence 
does not substantiate such a claim. But really he does not say 
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anything In defence of his new theory. Further, he makes the extra- 
ordinary statement that “a coinage bearing his name and his types 
was issued by his conquerors until a much later date/’ But these very 
conquerors (Kusanas) according to Prof. Rapson had an extensive 
coinage of their own. It Is a wonder that they should humour thorn- 
selves by reproducing In toto the coins of a foreign defeated king without 
even adding an insignia of their own. This later theory of Prof. Rapson, 

I am afraid, has to be given up. It is too much conjectural and much 
too against numismatic facts. The thing is that Prof. Rapson gets 
into this difficulty by his adherence to the views propounded by Dr. 
F. W. Thomas. The Chinese historians say that the Parthlans were 
in possession of Kabul before the Kusanas and from this Prof. 
Rapson and Dr. Thomas conclude that the founder of the Indo* 
Parthian kingdom or somebody else near about must have 
conquered Kabul. But the truth seems to be what Dr. H. C. Ray 
Chaudhuri suggests in his Political History of Ancient India (1923), 
viz., that Hermaeus and Kujula were at first friendly. But Gondo- 
pharnes ousted the former and this furnished a causus belli and Kujula 
took up arms against Gondopharnes. Gondopharnes ruled most 
probably between 19 A, C. and 45 A. C. and therefore Kujula must 
have wrested Kabul some time between these dates. Gondopharnes 
was at first a viceroy of Azes II (vide Cambridge History of India, 
1922, pp. 577-8) and when he became paramount, it was natural 
enough that Gondopharnes would first conquer Kabul which was so 
near to his territory and which being an ally of the formidable Yueh- 
chi was such a potential danger. Anyway, the conquest of Kao-fu 
must have taken place about 25 B. c. as it is considered a Kusana 
principality by implication in Pan-ku’s history of the First Han 
dynasty. In his attempt to defend a hopeless cause, Prof. Rapson 
even makes contradictory statements. Thus on page 562 of the 
Cambridge History of India, he says: a whose (Kujula Kad pluses') 
date can scarcely be earlier than 50 A. c., since according to Sir 
John Marshall’s observations, the evidence of the discoveries at 
Taksasila shows that he was rather later than Gondopharnes who is 
known to have reigned during the period from 19 a. D. to 45 A. D,” 
Again after a few pages (op. cit, p. 584), on the strength of the same 
premises, he observes : *Tt is, therefore, by no means impossible 
that kujula Kadphb.es may have been not later than, but contemporary 
with, Gondopharnes”, 

40. There are one or two striking facts which strongly support 
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the 78 A. c- theory for Kaniska, and which have not received 
sufficient '-"attention at the hands of the numismatists. Prof, Rapson 
observes in his Indian Coins (1898, p, 17): “Hima Kadphises * * * 
was the first to issue the gold coinage * » » * no specimens which can 
possibly have been struck in India, during the two centuries previous 
to the date of Hima Kadphises, are to be found in the collections of 
the present day* The large gold coinage of the Kusanas have been 
attributed to the influx of Roman gold into India at this period. 
Certain it is that the Roman weight-standard (aurous-124 grains or 
8,035 grammes) was adopted in India at this time. Pieces of 
the weight of two aurei were only struck by Hima Kadphises ; the 
largest gold coins of his successors are aurei.” Prof, von Oldenberg 
too observes (Journal of the Pali Text Society, 1910-12, p. 4, 
footnote) : ‘Tor the second Kadphises (and equally for Kaniska 
and his followers) we have to take into account the approximation 
of his gold coinage to that of the Roman aurei, first minted in 
any considerable numbers under Augustus (Gardner : B. M. Cat, 
LI 1 1 ).” So it is permissible to infer that as Vima Kadphises imitated 
a coin standard which prevailed in Rome from 2 B. c onwards, he 
came some time after that date. We have here another solid chrono- 
logical datum which also enables us to find out a chronological limit 
for Kujula. 

41. Almost all numismatists are agreed in identifying Kozala 
Kadaphes with Kujula Kadphises (vide Rapson : Indian Coins, 1898, 
p. 16, article 66 ; R. B. Whitehead, Indo-Greek Coins, 1914, p. 173). 
There is much to support this identification, The arguments favour- 
able to this assumption has been well summarized by M. Boyer in 
L'Epoque de Kaniska (Jour. As., 1900, xv), Prof, von Oldenberg 
observes in this connection ; “Mention should here be made of the 
frequently noted similarity between the copper coins (Kozola Kada- 
phes) and coins of the later Augustan era. Prof. Dressel says that 
the head certainly recalls Augustus. Dressel, however, is not sure 
whose head is imitated and he says that the heads may well be of 
Gaius, of Claudius or even of Nero during the early part of his reign ” 
Any way if this piece of evidence is worth anything, which certainly 
it is, it tends to show that the Kozola type of the coins of Kujula. 
Kadphises was coined some time about the beginning of the Christian 
era. The terminus post quem for Kujula thus comes to 4 B, c. and 
supports the Chinese Annals in a striking manner. It must be noted, 
however, that Director von Sallet regards the similarity as only 
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fortuitous (vide A. von -Sallefc, Nachfolger Alexanders des Grossen in 
Bactrien und Indien, Berlin, 1883, p. 56 and p. 81), though on purely 
numismatic grounds he concludes that Kaniska flourished about 
70 A, C. Prof, von Oldenberg too relying on the careful studies of 
von Sallet thought that Kaniska started the $aka era. He has ~ 
since changed his view and is inclined to place him about 90 A. C. 
M. Boyer also agrees with him. Dr. F. W. Thomas too partially 
assented to this view, probably because of his great regard for Prof, 
von Oldenberg, though he considers the other possibility, viz., of 
Kaniska’s starting the Saka era, as quite possible. 

42. We shall now turn to Archaeology and see how far its 
findings confirm the Saka era theory. The evidence of archaeological 
stratification is often of a very strong character and cannot be easily 
called into question. But that even its apparent inferences are to be 
checked by extraneous evidence is to be seen in the observations of 
Prof. Rapson (see Cambridge History of India, 1922, p. 584, para- 
graph 1). Still in this case it proves with a great amount of certainty 
that Kujula and Vima flourished before the Kaniska group, as we 
shall prove on more solid grounds. Sir John Marshall is at great 
pains to refute the theory of Dr. Fleet. His refutation of Dr. Fleet’s 
assumption that the Kaniska group preceded Kujula and Vima 
taken along with other facts may be considered final. 

43. Thus the collocation of the coins of Kaniska, Kujula and 
Vima in the Manikyala tope no. 2 proves conclusively Sir John 
Marshall's contentions. Too much, has been made of the Ahin Posh 
find, while the more important and dated Manikyala tope no, 2 (vide 
F. W, Thomas : The Date of Kaniska, JRAS., 1913, p, 645}, 
has been more or less neglected. Hermann von Oldenberg has 
indeed noticed it in his classical essay on the date of Kaniska, but 
he too fails to grasp its great significance. The vessel which contained 
the coins is dated in the 1 8th year of Kaniska and in it have been 
found the following coins: 8 AE of Kujula, Vima and Kaniska 5 
4 AV of Kaniska, 7 AR Roman denarii (plates of M. Antony). 
The coin of Antony shows that the tope must have been built some 
time after 43 B. C, (allowing for the time occupied by the coins to 
travel so long a distance from Rome to India). We do not know the 
exact date of the coin of M. Antony, It may be later than 43 B. C, 
but in any case not earlier. The evidence of the inscription shows 
conclusively that it was built in the iSth year of Kaniska, The 
presence of the coins of Kujula and Vima is remarkable. The collo- 
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cation of the coins shows beyond doubt that Kujula and Vima 
flourished before and not after Kaniska, a thesis maintained with 
so much learning and ingenuity by the late Dr. Fleet. As a matter 
of fact Dr. Fleet's theory that Kaniska founded the Vikrama era 
rests fundamentally on his assumption that the Kujula group 
came after the Kaniska groups. As now the collocation of coins 
disproves once for all that assumption, Dr. Fleet's theory can hardly be 
maintained, It has been generally supposed that the evidence of the 
stratification of the ruins at Taxila has proved the posteriority of the 
Kaniska group and has thus laid the axe at the root of Dr, Fleet's 
theory. But I shall show later on that the evidence of archaeological 
stratification is not very conclusive for close ranges and as a 
matter of fact often misleading. 

44. We cannot express the archaeological argument more clearly 
than Sir John Marshall. His words are : 

“The buildings at the Chir stupa occur in four strata, one above 
the other ; in each stratum a differnt type of masonry is used in their 
construction, and with each stratum are associated coins of kings or 
dynasties indicated in the following table : 

Stratum Masonry Construction 
1 Uppermost Semi-ashlar, semi-diaper 


2 Second Large diaper 


Coins 

Vasudeva and later 
Kusanas 

Kaniska, Huviska and (?) 

Vasudeva, 

Kadphises I and II 
!§aka and Pahlavas 


3 Third Small diaper 

4 Fourth Rubble and Kanjur 

“In the city of Sirkap also precisely the same stratification is 

found so far as the third, fourth and earlier strata are concerned, but 
the city was deserted before any buildings of the second and first 
classes came to be erected, and consequently there are no coins here 
of Kaniska, Huviska or Vasudeva, but thousands on the other hand 
of those of Kadphises I and II, of the Saka and Pahlava kings 
and of the Greeks 3 ' (JR AS, 1915). Thus, Sir John Marshall maintains 
that the evidence of stratification proves conclusively the posteriority 
of Kaniska and his successors to Kujula and Vima, But this 
type of evidence for close ranges is not really so unerring as Sir 
John would have us believe. Prof. Rapson himself gives some 
reasons for making Gondopharnes and Kujula Kadphises contera- 
poraries, though their coins were found in separate strata. As for 
the conjectures of Sir John regarding the age of the buildings, 
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cannot be regarded with too much scepticism. The finding out of the 
date of a structure from consideration of style and materials is 
too difficult and debatable and the data at our disposal do not warrant 
anything like precision. 

45. It remains for me to show that palaeography and archaeology 
too support the conclusions 1 have drawn. The evidence of Palaeo- 
graphy is, however, very hazy and uncertain, for such renowned 
palaeographists as Prof, von Biihler and Dr. J. F. Fleet differ by more 
than 200 years when they happen to find out the date of an inscription 
on palaeographic grounds only. We shall, however, offer a 
summary of what von Biihler has to say in this connection. We 
shall translate from his celebrated work Indische Palaeographie, 
Strassburg, 1896 ( vide pp. 40 and 41, article 19, paragraphs 
A and B). “Unquestionably the latest form of Sunga types 
in the oldest Mathura inscriptions closes itself with those of 
the Northern Ksatrapas on the coins and inscriptions of the Maha- 
ksatrapa Rajuvula or Ramjubula and of his son, the Mahaksatrapa 
Soclasa or Sudasa of Mathura (of the first century before or after 
Christ) * * *. The next step in the development of the Brahmi in 
the north is found in the inscriptions of the Kusana kings Kaniska, 
Huviska and Vasuska or Vasudeva, among whom the first made an 
end of the rule of the older Seaka in western and southern Punjab. 
In spite of the great variety of the detached letters which often in the 
earlier inscriptions show the more modern forms and in the later 
dated ones the older forms of the Northern Ksatrapa Inscriptions, 
the general character of the types is very strongly stamped, and 
anybody who has seen the deep broad forms of the Kusana period 
will hardly ever fail to recognise them.” 

46. These are the words of von Biihler. They show that on 
palaeographic grounds, he considered the Kusanas to be later than 
the Northern Ksatrapas but earlier than the Western Ksatrapas. 
Prof, von Biihler holds that the inscriptions of the Kusana kings 
must be dated either in the Saka era or in the fourth century 
of the Seleucidan era, and he advances some weighty palaeographic 
arguments in support of his view, The Seleucidan era theory 
has never been seriously entertained by scholars, M. Boyer has 
made a detailed study of this topic in his paper on L’Epoque 
de Kaniska (Jour. As., 1900, xv). But he has been able to add but 
little to the facts noted before him by von Biihler. Mr. R. D. Banerjee 
has dealt wit!) the problem at great length In his valuable article 
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called “The Scythian Period of Indian History (Ind. Ant., 1908). 
After a minute and careful study of the paleographic peculiarities 
of the inscriptions of the Ksatrapas and the Kusanas, he too more 
or less confirms the deductions of von Biihler and holds that the 
inscriptions of Kaniska must be dated in the Saka era. So we find 
that Palaeography too supports our thesis. 

47. It will be interesting at this stage to examine the arguments 
which have generally been urged against the theory of Sir John 
Marshall. It is superfluous to mention that our previous conclusions 
make Sir John’s theory untenable. We shall, however, raise one 
further objection against Sir John’s theory and at the same time 
examine the validity of the current objections to the 125 A. C, 
hypothesis. Dr. H. C. Ray Chaudhuri ably summarises the arguments 
against Sir John Marshall's theory. We shall quote from him in 
extenso : “According to Marshall, Sten Konovv, Smith and several 
other scholars Kaniska’ s rule began about 125 A.D., and ended in 
the second half of the second century A.D. Now we learn from the Sue 
Vihar Inscription that Kaniska’s dominions included the Lower 
Indus Valley. Again we learn from the Junagadh Inscription of 
Rudradaman, that the Mahaksatrapa’s conquests extended to Sindhu 
and Sauvlra. Rudradaman certainly lived from A.D. 130 to A.D. 150. 
Pie did not owe his position as a Mahaksatrapa to anybody else 
(svayam adhigata Mahaksatrapa-nama). If Kaniska flourished in 
the middle of the second century A.D,, how are we to reconcile his 
mastery over the lower Indus Valley with the contemporary sovereignty 
of Rudradaman ? Again Kaniska's dates 3-18, Vasiska's dates 
24-28, Huviska's dates 31-60 and Vasudeva’s dates 74*98 suggest 
a continuous reckoning. In other words, Kaniska was the origina- 
tor of an era. But we know of no era which commenced in the 
second century A.D.” (vide Political History of Ancient India, 1923, 
p. 250). These are no doubt arguments against the 125 A.C., but 
they are not conclusive. On the other hand, the arguments are 
fallacious. For the validity of the first argument it must be tacitly 
assumed that Rudradaman held Sindhu and Sauvira some time from 
136 A.c* at least. But this cannot be proved. So the weight of this 
objection rests on an unproved assumption. The second argument 
involves a petitio principii. It assumes that Kaniska started an era, 
merely because it suits our purpose. Still these common argu- 
ments have some weight I have, however, observed a fact which 
strongly negatives the 125 A.c. theory. Liiders informs us that a 


8 o 


THE DATE OF KANISKA 


Kusana inscription has been discovered at Sanchi, which appears 
to have belonged to the time of Vasiska. The date is not quite 
legible, but from other considerations, it is certain that it must 
have been inscribed some time between the years 24 and 28 of 
the era used by Kaniska, Most probably it is dated in the year 
28. It is certain that at that period Sanchi was included in the 
Kusana empire. If Kaniska commenced his reign about 125 A.C., 
the date turns out to be the year 153 A.C. Now from the Junagaclh 
inscription of Rudradaman, we learn, that the Sanchi region at that 
period was certainly included within the territory of the Maha- 
ksatrapa, who did not owe allegiance to anybody. So here is a 
real conflict and we can say that Kaniska could not have begun to 
reign about 125 A.C. 

48. As can be easily perceived, my purpose in writing this thesis 
has not been so much to disprove other theories or to enter into 
a detailed examination of them, as to find and marshal facts 
which establish the 78 A.C. theory. It has often been said before 
that at present the substantial controversy is between the advocates 
of the Saka era theory and those who adhere to the 125 A.C. theory. 
I have attempted to disprove the latter theory and to support the 
former. As is naturally to be expected from the vagueness and 
the paucity of the data at our disposal, the same set of facts 

has often been utilised in support of rival theories. In these 

circumstances it is a sine qua non to look for some details which 
can be explained only on one of them. As the German logician 
Ueberweg says, “One single circumstance, which admits of one 
explanation only, is more decisive than hundred 'others which agree 
in all points with one's own hypothesis, but are equally well explained 
on an opposite hypothesis.” 

49. My endeavour has been to find out crucial data which 
support only the Saka era theory. The careful examination 
and comparison of the facts recorded regarding the Ta Yueh-chi in 
the First Han and the Second Han histories as well as of one or 

two sets of facts observed for the first time by me offer a few such 

instances. My mathematical demonstrations disprove to some extent 
the theory of Sir John Marshall, I believe that the combined proba- 
tive value of such instances is so overwhelming that they absolutely 
negative the 125 A.C. hypothesis and at the same time confirm the 
Saka era theory, ■ ■ "■ 

Hari Chakan Ghosh 


Vasubandhu and the Vadavidhi 

In his recent article, Vasubandhu and the Vadavidhi* Dr. Keith 
has been pleased to review my position in detail and point out reasons 
why it cannot be accepted as conclusive. In the course of the 
article he has also examined the views of ;Dr. Ganganath Jha and 
Dr. H. N. Randle and found it irresistable to conclude ‘that the 
evidence is lamentably inadequate to overthrow the view of Dr. 
Satisacandra Vidyabhusana/* But on re-examination of the question 
in the light of new facts, I am inclined to believe that the theory 
of Dr. Vidyabhusan has not a single fact for its support 

Uddyotakara in his Nyayavartika mentions two treatises on logic, 
viz. the Vadavidhi and the V adavidhanatlka 2 and also quotes the 
definition of Pratijfia found in the Vadanyaya? now extant only in 
Tibetan. Dr. Vidyabhusana, according to Dr. Keith, has “reinforced 
this view*’ by holding that Uddyotakara knew also the Vadavidhana - 
Ilka which he cites on I. I. 33 and 41 in respect of the definition of 
Paksa and Vada respectively, and that the Tibetan version of the 
Vadanyayatlka of Vinltadeva proves to contain passages substantially 
identical with those cited by Uddyotakara, and is therefore identical 
with the Vadavidhanatlkad On the basis of these two identifications 
the Doctor has further drawn the conclusion that Uddyotakara and 
Dharmaklrti are contemporaries as is believed to have been referred to 
by a pun of Subandhu in his Vasavadattad 

In my previous article contributed to JBORS® I took ex- 
ception to the views of the Doctor and pointed out, that the defini- 
tion of Pratipia of the Vadavidhi cited by Uddyotakara is similar to, 
but not identical with that of the Vadanyaya of Dharmaldrti, and 
that it is not safe to establish on bare similarity the contemporaneity 
of the authors of the two works. In pleading for the view, Dr. Keith 
takes substantial identity of the passages as sufficient ground for 
identifying the texts and explains away the difference in the title 
of the texts as ‘'errors in citations.” But substantial identity cannot 

1 IHQ, vol IV, 2. 2 NV, I,i> 33 (Benares edition, p. 117). 

3 dam bcah pa yin bsgrub bya bstaan pahi phyir ro {Mdo, ce, 
fol 399). 4 JRAS, 1914* PP* 6o1 " 6 ' 

3 JRAS, 1914, p. 1102. 6 JBORS, xii, 587-91. 

MARCH, 1929 
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by itself be taken as a safe ground for supporting the identity oi 
the texts. Any definition of Pratijfm, has to be substantially identical 
with any other definition of Pratijfia in any treatise on logic. 1 There 
ought to be literal identity as well. Both the conditions are satisfied 
in the case of one of the definitions of Pratifna quoted and criticised 
in the Pramanasamuccaya of Dihnaga, 2 “Sadhyabhidhanam” is the 
definition of Pratijfia , which, according to Dinnaga’s comments in 
his Vrtti on the Pramanasamuccaya , is alleged to be a fragment of 
the Vadavidhi of Vasubandhu, D and is the very definition cited by 
Uddyotakara as belonging to Vadavidhi . In addition to this frag- 
ment we come across many others, which have been noticed for 
criticism by Uddyotakara in his Vartika like the definitions of 
pratyaksa anumana , 5 paksa* hetu 7 and drstmta ,* identified 


1 Cf., for instance, the definition, Sadhyanirdesah pratifna of the 
Nyayasutra with the Sadhya bh id ha nam pratijfia of the Vadavidhi. 

2 PS ( = Pramanasamuccaya ), iii, 5 : de*bshin byed brjod pa lahh, 

3 PS- Vrtti : -de bshin te rigs pa can rnams la skyon brjod pa 
de bshin du rtsod pa sgrub pa la yin = evam naiyayikesu dosa uktah 
tatha Vadavidhav [api]. 

NV, p. 1 18 : yo naiyayikapratijnayam dosa uktah sa iha prasaktah. 

4 PSV, I, 15 : don de las skyes rnam pa qes pa miion sum yin 
shes bya ba. * 

Cf.NV, 40: Apare punar varnayanti tato’rthad vijnanam pratyaksam iti. 

5 PSV, ii, 74 : rtsod pa sgrub pa nas ni med na mi hbyuh 
bahi don mthoh ba de rig pa rjes su dpag paho shes brjod do if 

Ci NV, 54: Apare tu bruvate nantarlyakartbadarsanam tadvido’iui” 
manam iti. 

6 PSV: rtsod pa bsgrub par ni bsgrub bya brjod pa tsam dam 
bcah ba ma yin gyi hon kyah phyogs kyi chos bsgrub byaho phyogs gah 
yin pa rnam pa dbye par hdod pahi don phyogs yin te // 

Cf. NV, p us (NV 106)— evam vicaranayam isto’rthah paksa ity 
atrapi istagrahanam anarthakam. 

7 PSV, III, 36 : re shig rtsod pa bsgrub par ni de Ita bahi med 
na mi hbyuh bahi chos fie bar bstan pa ni gt'an tshigs so snes bya ba/ 

Cf. NV, p. 55 : avinabhavi d h a r m op ad ar san am hetur ity anye. 

8 rtsod pa sgrub pa nas de dag hbrel ba fies par ston ni dpe ste 
bum pa bshin no shes brjod pa Ita baho / 

Cf. NV, p. 137 ; etena tayoh sambandhanidarsanam dnjjanta iti 
pratyuktam, ! : ^ 
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as fragments of the Vadavidhi of Vasubandhu by Difinaga in his 
Vrtti on the Pramanasamuccaya and some of his identifications are 
corroborated by Vacaspati in his tlkd on the Vartika of Uddyotakara. 
This indicates that Uddyotakara had really access to and made use 
of the Vadavidhi of Vasubandhu. Explicit references, then, to the 
Vadavidhi in the Vartika of Uddyotakara can only be to the Vada- 
vidhi of Vasubandhu and never to the Vadanyaya of Dharmaklrti. 
It is highly improbable and strange that one who had access to 
the Vadavidhi would cite Vadanyaya as Vadavidhi. 

It may, however, be argued that, though Vadavidhi and Vadanyaya 
are different from each other, Vadavidhi may itself be a work of 
Dharmaklrti. But there is hardly any evidence to support it. Vadavidhi 
is nowhere mentioned as a work of Dharmaklrti. We learn, on the 
other hand, from the Chinese sources, that it is there known as Ronki 
and ascribed to Vasubandhu. Dinnaga, a disciple of Vasubandhu ( this 
we have shown more than once) regards it as a work of Vasubandhu. 
If it were a work of Dharmaklrti, why should Vacaspati, who is 
familiar with the works of both Dharmaklrti and Vasubandhu, 
ascribe the fragments cited by Dinnaga as belonging to Vadavidhi , to 
Vasubandhu and never to Dharmaklrti ?’ 

No doubt the question of the Vadavidhanatlka still remains un- 
settled. Dr. Keith complains that I am silent on this question and 
believes that my position would be strengthened by “facing the problem 
at the same time”. But it may be stated that the object of my paper 
was to dispel the illusion created by Dr. Vidyabhusana regarding the 
identity of the two texts, the Vadavidhi and the Vadanyaya, and to 
establish the authorship of Vadavidhi by Vasubandhu. The reference 
to the Vadavidhanatlka by Uddyotakara was only used as an argument 
against the Doctor’s conclusions. Now that Dr. Keith attaches much 
importance to the problem it is indispensible to investigate it in detail. 

In criticising Dihnaga’s definition of pakqa 2 Uddyotakara extracts 
a passage from the Vadavidhanatlka which is clearly an improved 
definition of paksa & on those of an anonymous writer and of a Bhadanta. 
The author of the Vartika refers to the improvement on the definition 


1 NVTT, I. 14 (p. 99) : tadevam pratyaksalaksanam samarthya 
Vasubandhavam tavat pratyaksalaksanam vikalpayitum upanyasyati, 

2 NV, p. 1 16. 

3 NV, p. 1 17: sadhayatlti Sabdasya svayam parena ca tulyatvat 
svayam iti vi§e§anam. 
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by the addition of svayam as visesana , and proceeds to refute the 
explanation and finally falls back upon the original definition without 
the suggested improvement. A few lines above Uddyotakara quotes 
and criticises in his Vartika certain passages 1 of the Vadavidhi which 
is a work of Vasubandhu. Next appears the definition of pakm as- 
cribed to ‘aparah It is unquestionably a legitimate conclusion from 
the discussions that the Vartikakara is here referring to the definition 
of Vasubandhu and is further supported by Vacaspati in his comments 
on the passage/ 2 But the passage in question has not been ascribed 
to Vadavidhi either by Uddyotakara or by Dinnaga. ft is not there- 
fore clear what relation the V a davidha nailka bears to the Vadavidhi 
referred to by Uddyotakara. But this much is certain that it has 
nothing to do with the Vadanyaya tika of Vinltadeva. 

The identification of the two texts, the Vadavidhanatlka and 
the Vadanyayatlka , is beset with great difficulties. There is at the 
outset the insurmountable chronological difficulty which Dr. Keith 
has not lost sight of. If the two texts are one, not only Dharmaklrti, 
but even Vinltadeva, author of the Vadanyayatlka, would become 
a contemporary of Uddyotakara. This is against all facts and 
accepted conclusions. Prof. Tucci 8 has pointed out why Dharmaklrti 
cannot be regarded as a contemporary of Uddyotakara. It, there- 
fore, goes without saying that Vinltadeva cannot be a contemporary 
of Uddyotakara. The passage 4 in the Vadanyayatlka, which is 

x NV, p. 1 1 5-116. 

2 NVTT, p. 273 {Benares edition) : pakso yas sadhayitum iata 
ity atrapi Vasubandhu laksane. 

The Vijayanagaram edition of the text, however, reads Subandhu 
for Vasubandhu. Evidently ca Subandhu is either the printer’s or the 
scribe’s error for Vasubandhu; the more so, because ca would be 
superfluous after apu It is this simple error that has given occasion 
for various explanations by Dr. Gariganath Jha and Prof. Randle. 
I agree with Dr. Keith that the ascription of the Vadavidhi to 
Subandhu is purely conjectural and that there is no justification in 
taking Subandhu either as a variant or as an abbreviation of Vasu- 
bandhu as Klrti is of Dharmaklrti. 

3 JR AS, April, 1928, pp, 377!?. 

4 bdag nid ma yin pahi 110 bo ni bdag nid kyi no bo ni.gshan gyi 
no bo ma yin.no shes by a bahi don to, Mdo , Ze, fol. 50 (according to 
Dr. Vidyabhusana). 
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taken to be substantially identical with the one cited by Uddyotakara 
from the Vcl davidhanatlka> may be restored into Sanskrit as “Anatma- 
rupam atmarupam pararupam na bhavatity arthah/’ and it is, on the 
face of it, absurd to identify it with the citation, “sadhayatlti sabda- 
sya svayam p arena ca tulyatvat svayam iti visesanam.’ n 

The definition of vada from the VadanyayaMka / however, if 
restored into Sanskrit would read as ‘Vadiprativadinoh svapararthasid- 
dhyasiddharthavadanad (or vacanad) vadah’ and is, as Dr. Vidyabhusana 
holds, substantially identical with the definition of vada/ cited by 
Uddyotakara at I, ii, I. But it has been clearly ascribed to Vasubandhu 
by Vacaspati 4 and nowhere is it stated that it belongs to the Vada- 
vidhanatika . It would indeed be a too bold argument if one were 
to identify the two texts, Vada vidha natlka and VadanyayaUka , on the 
basis of substantial identity of a passage and establish the contem- 
poraneity of their authors. The only explanation that would be 
offered for substantial identity is that the definition of vada of Vasu- 
bandhu became a stock definition and appeared in the same form in 
later works on vada . 

The pun of Subandhu in his Vasavadatta , ‘Nyayatattvam iva 
Uddyotakarasvarupam bauddhasangitim iva salankaramV which is taken 
by Dr. Vidyabhusana in support of his contention, appears in a different 
garb in some versions 5 of the text, and therefore gives the impression 
that the passage is interpolated. Even if it be an integral part of the 
text, it can only be taken to refer to two works whose authors need 
not necessarily be contemporaries. 


1 NV, p. 1 17. 

2 rgol ba dan phyir rgol ba dag gis {Read gi) ran dan gshan gyi 
cion grub par byed pa dan (ma) grub pahi don du brjod nas rtsod pa yin 
no I/ Mdo , Ze, fol. 41 (according to Dr. Vidyabhusana), 

3 Apare tu svaparapaksayoh siddhyasiddhyartham vacanarn 
vadah— NV, P. 150 (cf. NV, p. 121), 

4 NVTT, p, 317 : tadevam svabhimatam vaclalaksanam vya- 
khyaya Vasubandhavam laksanam d usayitum upanyasyati. 

Here also the Vijayanagaram edition reads : saubandkavam for 
Vasubandhavam (p, 218), Cf, also 1-1*37 (p* 20 7), and Benares edition, 
p. 298 

5 S a tk av ik fivy ar aca n a m ivalahkaraprasadhitam, See S, K, De : 
Sanskrit Poetics , vol. I, p. 20, 
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The pun has been variously interpreted by scholars. Prof. Levi 
believes that ala-hkara in the passage does not refer to any work of 
Dharmaklrti.' 1 Prof. Liiders, on the authority of the discoveries in 
Central Asia, contends that it alludes to the Kalpanaman&itika of 
Kumaralata, otherwise known through Chinese translations as the 
Alaihkaramstra of Asvaghosa. 2 The passage may, however, be taken 
to allude either to the SvJralankara of Asvaghosa or to the M, afiaya na- 
Sutralankara of Asahga, the brother of Vasubandhu. 

From the foregoing discussion, it is clear that the position of 
Vidyabhusana is untenable. The Vadavidhi is not the Vadanyafa of 
Dharmaklrti, but a work of Vasubandhu and that on no ground can 
the contemporaneity of Uddyotakara and Dhamakirti be established. 

H. R. Rangaswamy Iyengar 


The G-ahadavalas of Kanauj 

Of the Hindu dynasties that ruled in North India on the eve of 
the Muhammadan conquest of the country, the Gahadavalas of Kanauj 
rank in the forefront. From the time of the Vardhanas onward the 
rulers of Kanauj have always played the role of the paramount 
sovereigns of India. They held Kanauj under their sway from 
the last quarter of the nth century to the first quarter of the 13th 
century A.(2', and during this period their influence extended all over 
India, even to the distant south where there is an inscription at 
Gahgaikondacolapuram, the Cola capital. They carried on success- 
ful warfare with their neighbours and to the last stoutly resisted 
the Muhammadan invaders of India. They were powerful rulers 
and able administrators, orthodox Hindus and great patrons of 
literature. Their history thus forms a chapter of interest and importance 
in the history of North India. 

Though for the reconstruction of the history of the Gahadavalas 
we have ample materials in the numerous stone and copper-plate 
inscriptions of the dynasty, yet it is a pity that scholars have not 


1 Bulletin de l’Ecole d* Extreme Orient, 1903, p. 18. 

2 Keith, History o f Sanskrit Literature, Preface, viii. 
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paid such attention to it as it deserves. The Early History of India 1 
and the Cambridge History of India 2 give meagre account of 
only two or three rulers of the family. The only connected account 
of the Gahadavalas is to be found in Vaidya’s Mediaeval History 
of India. 3 4 But the latter also has not utilised all the available sources 
of information. 

The leading authorities for the history of the Gahadavalas are 
the numerous copper-plates and stone inscriptions. The copper-plates 
number more than three scores. They belong to the following 
rulers : — 


3 c. p, of Candradeva 1 
1 c. p. of Candradeva and Madanapala. 5 

1 c. p. of Madanpala and his queen PrthvlSrika, 6 

3 c. p, of Govindacandra of the reign of his father. 7 
30 c. p, of Govindacandra, 8 9 

2 c. p. of Govindacadra and his mother Ralhanadevi,* 

1 c, p. of Govindacandra and his queen Nayanakelidevl. 10 * 
I c. p. of Govindacandra and his queen Gosaladevl. 1 r 

1 c, p. of Govindacandra and his son Asphotacandra. 1 2 13 

2 c. p. of Govindacandra and his son Rajyapala. lS 

1 c. p. of the reign of Govindacandra recording a grant by the 

Singara prince Vatsaraja, 1 4 

1 4th ed., pp. 399-400. 

2 Vol. Ill, p. 42, 512. 

3 Mediaeval History of India, III, p. 2ioff. 

4 El, IX, p. 302 ; XIV, p. 192, 

5 I A, XVIII, p. 11. 

6 JRAS, 1896, p. 787. 

7 IA, XIV, p. 105 5 XVIII, p. IS; El, II, p. 359 - 

8 JASB, XXXI, p. 123 ; XXVII, p. 242 ; LVI, pt I, p. xoS, X19 ; 
I A, XIX, p. 2493 EI> IV, p. 97; VIII, p. 149; V, p. 113 ; XI, p. 20; 
XVIII, pp. 218-224. 

9 JASB, LVI, pt. I, p. ns ; El, V, p. 1x3. 

xo El, IV, p, 97, ■■■ 

xi El, V, p. 1x5, i ^ 

X2 Ibid., VIII, p. 149. 

13 Ibid. ; IA , XVIII, p. 21. 

14 El, IV, p, 150, 
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2 c, p. of Vijayacandra and his son Jayacandra. 1 

14 c. p. of Jayacandra, 2 
1 c, p. of Hariscandra. 3 

The stone ’inscriptions 4 number five, the most important 
of which is the Sarnath inscription of Kumaradevl. 5 The inscrip- 
tions are all written in Nagari characters. The language is Sanskrit. 
And they are composed in both prose and verse. These inscriptions 
do not chronicle historical events of any particular value. They 
record only grants of land and building to private individuals. They 
give the names of the princes and their ancestors and thus 
enable us to build up a correct genealogy of the dynasty. At the 
same time the dates recorded on them afford invaluable evidence for 
fixing the chronology of the dynasty. Besides, the titles assumed 
by the princes give us some clues as to their doings. 

Much ink has already been spilt over the question of the origin 
of the Gahadavalas and it is still far from being solved. 6 The 
inscriptions uniformly name the progenitor of the family as Yasivi- 
graha. They state that Yasivigraha came to rule the earth when the 
line of the protectors of the earth born in the solar race had gone 
to heaven. 7 The rulers referred to here seems to be the Pratihara 
rulers of Kanauj who as we know traced their descent from the 
Sun. 8 YaSivigraha’s son was Mahiyala, Mahiala or Mahitala. The 
Rah an plate 8 of Madanapala and Govindacandra informs us that 
Mahiyala defeated a host of enemies and enjoyed permanent comfort. It 
is worthy of note here that no royal title is attached either to the name 
of Yasivigraha or Mahiyala. The royal title Paramabhattaraka-maha-' 
rajadhiraja-paramamahesvara is first borne by the third ruler of the 


1 Ibid., IV, 1 17-18 ; I A, XV, p. 7. 

2 I A, XVIII, pp. 130, 135, 137, 138, 140, 142; XV, p. io. 

3 El, X, p. 93 $ JASB, N. S., VII, p. 756. 

4 The Hathiayadal Pillar Inscription of Gosaladevi, Cuningham, 
ASR> I, p. 96; the Jaunpur Pillar Inscription, Ibid., XI, p. 125 ; the 
Bodh Gaya Buddhist Inscription, JASB, 1880, p. 77; the Belkhara 
Inscription, JASB, N. S, VII, p. 756; the Sarnath Inscription of 
Kumaradevl El, IX, p, 329, 

5 El, IX, p.319. 

6 Vaidya, op. cit, III, p. 217 * I A, XL, p. 1835 EHI, p. 429. 

7 El, VIII, p. 199. 8 Ibid. 9 I A, XVIII, p. 15. 
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dynasty, Candradeva. He Is the real founder of the Gahadavala 
supremacy In India. Of him it is written In almost all the records 
of the dynasty that he acquired the sovereignty of Kanauj by the 
prowess of his own arms. 1 We have no less than four copper-plates 
of the time of Candradeva. 2 The earliest one 3 is dated V. S. 
1148 (1090-I A.C.) and the latest one 4 V. S. 1156 (1098-99 A.c). 
As in the Candravati plate 5 * of V. S. 1158 Candradeva Is called 
iJ Lord of Kanauj/' It Is permissible to conjecture that he conquer- 
ed that city before that date. Now who was the ruler of Kanauj 
from whom Candradeva conquered the city ? The answer is not a 
very easy one. For the history of Kanauj after the fall of the 
Gurjara-Prallharas is very dark. The last known date of the last 
known Gurjara-Pratihara king Trilocanapala is 102 8 A. C. e The 
next known ruler of Kanauj was one Yasahpala who is mentioned 
in an inscription of 1036 A.C. 7 * Of his pedigree we know next 
to nothing. Kanauj was then probably conquered by Karna,* 
the Kalacuri-Haihaya king of Cedi (c. 1040-80 A.C.). This fact may be 
inferred from the Basahi grant 9 of Govindacandra, which states 
that “when Sri Bhojadeva became a guest of the eyes of the women 
of the gods and when Karna remained only in renown and the earth was 
troubled, the husband whom the earth chose from love and the pro- 
tector in whom she placed confidence was king Candradeva/' This 
shows that the Gahadavala Candradeva came to the throne of Kanauj 
after the demise of the two great emperors Bhoja and ..Karna. King 
Bhoja referred to here is not the Paramara Bhoja of Malwa as C. V. 
Vaidya 1 0 supposes but the Bhoja of the Gurjara-Pratihara dynasty. 11 
Karna mentioned here is undoubtedly the Karnadeva of the Kalacuri- 
Haihaya dynasty of Cedi. These identifications are based on the 
evidence of the Rahan c, p, 1 2 of Madanapala and Govindacandra 
which makes the statement that Candradeva came to rule over the earth 


1 Nijabhujoparjita-Kanyakubjadhipatya-SrlCandradeva. 

2 El, XIV, p. 192 ; IX, p, 302 ; I A, XVIII, p. II, ' 

3 El, IX, p. 302. 4 Ibid., XIV, p. 192. 5 Ibid, 

6 Jhusi plate, I A, XVIII, p. 34. 

7 The Karra Inscription, As. Res,, vol. IX, p. 434 ; JASB, V, 

p. 731 ; Colebrooke, Misc. Essays, II, p. 278. 

8 R. D. Banerji, History of Bengal, I, p. 248. 

9 IA, XVIII, p. 19. 10 MHI, III, p. 166, 

n C, 840-890 A.c. EHI, p. 393. 12 I A, XVIII, p. 15* 

I.H.Q., MARCH, 1929 !2 
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when the two great royal families of the solar and the lunar races had 
perished. The two great royal families of the solar and the lunar 
races are undoubtedly the Gurjara-Pratiharas who claimed to have 
been born in the solar family, 1 11 and the Kalacuri-Haihayas who claimed 
their descent from the moon. 3 The solar family mentioned here 
cannot allude to the Paramara Dynasty of Mahva, for they in their 
inscriptions claim their descent not from the sun but from the fire. 3 
Vaidya’s identification of Bhoja is therefore untenable. When these 
two inscriptions are read together they imply that prior to the rule 
of the Gahadavalas, imperial power in North India was held succes- 
sively by the solar and the lunar races, of which the two most 
renowned princes were Bhoja and Karna respectively. That Kama 
did actually come to wield the imperial power in North India is 
also referred to by the inscriptions of his own dynasty. 4, Karna 
ruled from c. 1040 to 1080 A.C. After his death the imperial power in 
North India passed on to his son Yasahkarnadeva. 5 We have an 
inscription 8 of 1120 A.C., by which Govindacandra of the Gahadavala 
dynasty transfers a land originally granted by king Yasahkarna, In the 
commentary on Sandhyakara Nandi's Ramacarita 7 (II, 5) Bhlmaya- 
sah, king of Magadha and Plthi has been called Kanyakubjarajavajim- 
ganthanabhujanga. From the same work we know that Bhlmayasah was 
a contemporary and feudatory o£ Ramapala, the famous king of the Pala 
dynasty of Bengal, who came to the throne c» 1084 A.c. 8 From the 
Bheraghat Inscription 0 of Alhanadevi we learn that Yasahkarna devas- 
tated Camparanya. Camparanya is modern Champaran in Bihar, which 
at that time was held by Bhlmayasah of Magadha and Plthi. It seems 
probable that at the battle of Champaran Bhlmayasah defeated 
Yasahkarna. As Yasahkanja was then the ruler of Kanauj so Bhlmayasah 
•in the commentary on the Ramacarita has been called Kanyukitbjaraja- 
vajinlganthanabhujangari 0 From Yasahkarna Kanauj probably passed 
on to ' Gbpala of the Rastrakuta dynasty who in a Sethmahet inscrip- 
tion 1 1 has been called king of Gadhipura i.e, Kanauj and is also 

1 El, VIII, p* 199* 2 MHI, III, p. 187. 3 Ibid., p. 187. 

4 Benares c, p. of Karnadeva, El, II ; Nagpur and Bheraghat 
Inscriptions, Ibid.; Karanbel Inscription, 1A, XVIII, p. 217. 

5 R. D. Benerji, op. cit 6 JASB, XXXI, p. 124. 

7 R. D, Banerji, op. cit. 8 EHI, p, 416. 

9 El, II, p. n. 10 Ramacarita, II, 5, 

11 I A, XVII, p 63 ; JASB, LXI; pt I, p. 60. 


THE GaHADAVaLAS of kanauj 


91 


referred to in the Badaun Inscription 1 of Lakhanapala, It was pro- 
bably from Gopala of the Rastrakuta dynasty that Candracleva of 
the Gahadavala dynasty conquered Kanauj. 2 This succession of 
several royal dynasties within a very short time need not cause sur- 
prise, for we must remember that this was the most troublous time 
in the history of India when every ambitious prince was trying to 
possess Kanauj which was an Indian Rome, at once the crown of 
honour and bone of contention to all vijigisus or aspiring Siegfrieds 
whether Hindu or Moslem. 


Having made himself master of Kanauj Candradeva set himself 
to conquer other princes. No less than five such princes are men- 
r tioned In his inscriptions. 3 They are Gajapati, Narapati, Trisan- 

kupati, Giripati, and a king of Pancala. Who these princes were 
we do not know/ but the king of Pancala probably refers to the 
king of Kanauj, Him he probably pursued from place to place, for the 
epithet ‘capala' is coupled with his name. He is further said to 
have acquired the holy places of Kasi (Benares), KuSika (Kanauj), 


Uttar a Kosala (Oudh) and Indrasthana (Indraprastha ?)/ and pro- 
tected these sacred places from the attacks of the Moslems. 6 He 
was thus looked upon as an ideal Hindu prince who made Aryavarta 
immune from the troubles of Moslem inroads and domination. This 
trouble Is referred to in the word ‘ksmatyaye* in the Basahi Inscrip- 
tion 7 as well as in general terms in a passage of another inscription 8 
which has been translated as follows: — u King Candradeva, who 
allayed the troubles of all peoples by his greater valour/ In the 
Sarnath Inscription of Kumaradevl 9 also it Is stated/ '‘By the tears 
of the wives of the kings who could not resist Candradeva the waters 
of the Yamuna forsooth became darker”. In almost all Gahadavala 
grants, among the sources of revenue there is reference to a tax 
called turuskadanda. This is also mentioned in the Candravati plates 10 
of Candradeva. The true import of this term is not clear. It has 
been variously translated as a tax on ‘'aromatic reeds 5 * 1 J and “Maho- 


i El, p. 6i, ■ 2 JASB, 1925, p. 103. 

3 El, XIV, pp, 193. 

4 For Vaidya’s suggestions, see MHI, III, p, 212. 

5 El, IX, p. 302. 6 El, XIV, pp. 193*. 

7 I A, XIV, p. 103. 8 Ibid., XVIII. 9 El, IX, p. 329. 

id El, IX, p. 302 j XIV, p*-i 9 2. 11 JASB, LVI, ptT, p; ir'3. 
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ledati amercenients/’ 1 According to Vaidya 2 it is the tribute 
aid to Ghazni by the ruler of Kanauj. V. Smith 3 thinks that it 
ras a tax imposed on the Indians to raise money to ward off the 
/fuhatnmadans. According to S. Konow 4 it was a tax on the Muha- 
amadan settlers in the country and this seems to be a plausible ex- 
danation. From the Muhammadan historians 6 we know that there 
vere Muhammadan settlers in the country about the Jumna from the 
ime of Mahmud and down to the 12th century. The Gahadavalas 
00k some action against such Muhammadan settlers and this tax 
jives us a hint as to the nature of this action. 6 

Candradeva was a very religious king. He exerted himself a great 
leal for the restoration of orthodox religion, so much so that he was 
looked upon as an incarnation of Brahma, the creator himself. This is 
dearly stated in the Rahan c. p . 7 of Madanapfila and Govindacandra ; 

*** the creator thinking that the whole world is nearly void of 
the sound of Veda-recitation inclined his mind to incarnate himself to 

re-establish the ways of religion ... Then there was 

opm in the above family king Sri Candradeva, crest- jewel of 
dogs, and the dispeller of the darkness caused by the insolent 
soldeirs of the enemy.” Candradeva worshipped Surya, Siva and 
Vasudeva alike, 8 But Vaisnavism seems to have received special 
favour. His inscriptions begin with an invocation to the goddess 
Sri, consort of Visnu, while on the seals of the inscriptions appear 
a flying figure of Garuda and a conch-shell which also illustrate the 
Vasudeva faith of the king,® He believed that the giving of lands 
leads one to the attainment of the abode of Hari, Kara, Brahma 
and. Indra. 10 In conformity with this belief he made numerous land 
grants to Brahmins— in one case to no less than 500 Brahmins at a 
fcime, Tt Though only 4 grants of Candradeva have been discovered 
up to date, yet there is reason to believe that the king issued grants 
many times that number. This is apparently referred to in the 
Candravafcl plate 15 of 1156 V.S., where it is stated that his copper- 
plates bearing grants of land, when they were being engraved with 
rows of closely written lines, caused so much sound that the universe 


1 JASB, LVI, pt I, p. 1x3, 
5 Elliot, H I, II, p. 250 ff s 
5 El, IX, p, 329. 

7 IA, XVIII, p. is. 

9 Ibid, 10 Ibid* 


2 MHI, III,p, 211. . 
4 EH I, p. 400 f.n, 

6 El, IX, p. 329, 

8 El, XIV, p. 192. 

II Ibid* 12 Ibid* 
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has become deafened. Besides land grants Candradeva also made 
a munificent gift of gold and other valuables equal to the king’s weight 
(tulapurusa) and a thousand cows before the beautiful image of the 
illustrious Adikesava. 1 * Another c. p. s also refers to the king’s 
tulapurusa : — “After he had obtained the holy places of KasI, Kusika, 
Uttara Kosala and Indrasthana,, he incessantly bestowed on the Brah- 
manas gold equal in weight to his body, hundreds of times he marked 
the earth with the scales on which he himself had weighed.” Can- 
dradeva founded a city called Candravatl. 3 Candradeva’s reign 
ended sometime after 1099 A.C. the latest known date on his inscrip- 


Candradeva was succeeded by his son Madanapala (also called 
Madanadeva and Madanacandra). Dr, Fitz Edward Hall 4 5 held the view 
that Madanapala came to the throne in 1097 A.C., for according to him 
the date of the inscription of V.S. 1154 refers to the time when the deed 
was ordered to be drawn up by Candradeva’s son Madanapaladeva. But 
this is untenable because we have since then an inscription 6 of Candra- 
deva himself bearing the date 1099 A.C. Kielhorn 7 rightly pointed out 
that the inscription of V. S. 1154 merely recorded the certification by 
Maharajadhiraja Madanapaladeva of the grant of the village of Ahuama 
in Benares by Maharajadhiraja Candradeva. The date on which 
this grant was made by Candradeva was stated but not that of the 
certification by Madanapaladeva. Up to date we have no c, p, record- 
ing grant made by Madanapaladeva himself. We have several copper- 
plates in all of which Madanapaladeva is described as the reigning 
sovereign but they record grants made by his son and his queens. The 
earliest of these copper-plates is dated V, S. 1161 (1104 A.C.). It is the 
well-known Basahi plate. 8 It was issued from Asatika on the Jumna, 
and it records the grant of the village of Basahi in the Etwah district. 
In this inscription Madanapala is described as the reigning prince 
and Govindacandra as Maharajaputra. In the last sentence the c. p, 
is said to be issued with the consent of the Purohita Jaguka, Mahattaka 
(minister) Valhana and Pratlharl (chamberlain) Gautama, The second 
c. p. is dated V* S, 1x62 (1105 A.C.). It is the Kamaull plate described 


IA, XVIII, p. 15, 2 Ibid., p. 19, 

The site of his Inscr, ; cf. Karnavatl, Ramfvatl, Lak§magavatl 


4 El, XIV, p. 192. S JASB, XXVI, pp, 228-29. 

$ El, XIV, p. 192, 7 IA, XVIII, p. 9. 8 Ibid, XIV, p. 103. 
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in E I, II. p, 359* it was issued from Visnupur on the Ganges and 
J records the grant of a village in the Pancala country. In line 23 of the 

S plate it is said to have been made with the consent of the officers 

named in the Basahi plate as also of the queen mother Ralhanadevl. 

: The third grant is dated V, S. 1 163. 1 It was issued from Varanasi 

to record a grant by-queen Prthvlsrlka for Madanapala on the occa* 

; sion of Suryagrahana, The fourth inscription is dated V. S. 1 1 66, 

It is the Rahan plate described in I A, XVIII, p. 15. It was issued 
from Asatika on the Yamuna on the occasion of Suryagrahana to 
: record a grant made by Maharajaputra Govindacandradeva, “during 

the reign of Madanapaladeva,” and does not refer*to any consent of 
any state officials. It is curious that all these grants were made by 
the Maharajaputra and the queens while Madanapaladeva himself was 
on the throne. C, V. Vaidya* infers from this that Madana- 
paladeva by reason of illness did not rule personally during these 
years and authorised his son and queens to make grants and do other 
4 acts which are solely the functions of royalty. That Madanapala 

authorised his son and queens to act for him there is no doubt. But 
a more plausible reason of this transfer of royal functions seems to 
be Madanapala’s absence from the capita] on account of war. 
For we know that Madanapala was not an impotent king frittering 
away his days on sick-bed. The Sarnath Inscription of Kumaradevi 2 
describes him as “a crest- jewel among impetuous kings/* “the lord who 
brought the circle of the earth under one sceptre, the splendour of 
the fire of his valour being great and mighty and who even lowered 
the glory of Maghavan by his glory/* This was neither vanity nor 
exaggeration, for we shall soon see that the Gahadavalas about this 
time participated in the politics of East India, where the fall of ancient 
ruling families and the rise of new ones were the order of the day. 
The reign of Madanapaladeva terminated sometime before 1114 
A.C., for we have ‘ a c, p. 4 of that year recording the grant of a 
village by the reigning prince Maharajadhiraja Govindacandradeva. 
Madanapaladeva had at least two queens, Ralhanadevl and Prthvlsrlka, 
The former was the mother of Govindacandra. . , 

Maharajadhiraja Govindacandra, the son and successor of Madana-. 
paladeva was the greatest prince of his dynasty. Nearly two scores 
of plates of Govindacandra have been discovered up to date.. They 

1 JASB, 1895 p, 786. 2 MHI, p.214. 

3 El, IX, p. 329, 4 Ibid., VIII, p. 149, ■ 
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bear dates from 1114 A.c. to 1156 A.C. Smith 1 * * includes the- years 1x04- 
1114A.C. in the reign of Govindacadra. This is manifestly wrong 
for we have seen that in the records of 1104-09 A.C. Madanapala- 
deva is expressly described as the reigning sovereign. Govindacandra’s 
reign was the high-water mark of the power and prestige of the 
Gahadavala dynasty. Immediately after his accession he set him- 
self to the consolidation of his empire by wielding his conquering 
arms in all directions. He is often described in the plates a as streng- 
thening the newly founded kingdom by his arms as with ropes and 
creepers. His war elephants are described as moving in three direc- 
tions without rest. While still a yuvaraja Govindacandra fought 
with the Gauda king in the east and the Muhammadans in the west* 
The Sarnath Inscription of Kumaradev! 4 states that Govindacandra 
protected Varanasi from the wicked Turn ska warriors. Now what 
Muhammadan invasions do these inscriptions refer to? We are told 
that the only Muhammadan invasion that penetrated into the interior 
of India during this time was the one sent by the Ghaznivide king 
Sultan Masud. 5 * Thus the Tabaqat-i-Nasiri 8 tells us that the 
Ghaznivide king Sultan Masud (1090*1115 AX'.) sent an expedition 
into India which crossed the river Ganges In order to carry on holy war 
in Hindustan and penetrated to a place where except Sultan Mahmud 
no one had reached so far with an army before. They captured 
Kanauj the “capital of Hind/’ 7 It was this Muhammadan inva- 
sion which was repulsed by Govindacandra. It was probably on this 
occasion that the Rastrakuta king Madanapala of the Badaun In- 
scription, 8 as a vassal of the Gahadavalas, helped them to ward off the 
Muhammadan raiders. 9 

Govindacandra is described in the inscriptions of the dynasty as 
the conqueror of the three kingdoms of Asvapati, Narapati, and 
Gajapati The same fact if also alluded to in the colophon of a 
Nepalese Ms. of the Astasahasrika found by Mm. H. P. Sastri. 10 We 
have already pointed out that who these princes were we do not know. 
The Gagaha plate 11 of Govindacandra states that he captured the 


1 EHI, p. 400. 

3 I A, XVIII, p. 15. 

S Ibid. 

7 Elliot, .HI, IV, p, 526. 

9 JASB, N. S., XXI, p. 103. 

n El, XIII, p. 216. 


2 M H I, p. 21 r. 

4 El, XI, p. 329. 

6 Raverty ? s trans. p. 1 07. 

8 EL, I, p. 61, 

xo Quoted in El, IX, p. 321 * 


9 6 


THE GIHAUAVILAS OF KANAUJ 

elephants of nine kings. Some of these princes probably belonged to 
East India. For about this time we find definite proofs of the eastward 
extension of the dominions of the Gahadavalas. We have already men- 
tioned that Govindacandra while a yuvaraja fought with the Gauda king 
in the east. The inclusion of Magadha within the empire of Govinda- 
candra is testified to by two of his inscriptions. 1 Thus in the year 1129 
A.C. he granted the villages of Gunave and Padall in the Maniari 
Pattala (modern Maner in the Dinapore subdivision of the Patna 
district of Bihar) to one Ganesvarasarman. The Lar plates of 
Govindacandra of 1 146 A.C. prove that by that year he had advanced 
as far as Mudgagiri or Monghyr. This occupation^ of Magadha by 
Govindacandra was by no means a temporary one as we shall see 
that it was also held by his successors. The then political condition 
of East India was favourable to the eastward extension of the Gahada- 
vala empire. The empire of the Palas after lasting for three centuries 
was fast collapsing. During the reign of Vigrahapala III or immedi- 
ately after his death the Kaivartas under Divvoka rose in rebellion 
in North Bengal. The effete Palas were unable to quell them down 
and the Kaivartas remained in power in North Bengal. Divvoka was 
succeeded by his brother Rudaka, after whom came Rud aka’s son 
Bhima 2 * (Bhlma was not a son of Divvoka as C.V. Vaidya supposes). 
But the Palas soon had a very powerful and capable king in Ramapala, 
a son of Vigrahapala III. The first endeavour of Ramapala, immediate- 
ly on his accession, was to retrieve the lost fortunes of his dynast}'. 
From Sandhyakara Nandi’s Ramacarita® we come to know that in 
this endeavour Ramapala was assisted by his maternal uncle king 
Mahana or Math an a of the Rastrakuta family of Magadha. This is also 
corroborated by the Sarnath Inscription of Kumaradevl. 4 Bhlma 
was conquered and the Pala rule in N. Bengal was restored. 6 There is 
reason to believe that in this war Devaraksita of the Chikkora family, a 
king of Pifchi marched against Ramapala ; for in the Sarnath Inscription 
of Kumaradevl 8 it is stated that the Afiga king Mahana, the venerable 
maternal uncle of kings, conquered Devaraksita in war and maintained 
the glory of Ramapala, which rose in splendour, because the obstruc- 
tion caused by his foes was removed. After defeating Devaraksita 
Mathanadeva gave his daughter Saiikaradevl in marriage to him. The 


1 JASB, 1922 p. 81 ; El, VII, p. 98. 

2 Ramacarita, 1, 39. 3 Ibid., 2, 8, 4 El, IX, p. 329. 

5 R. D. Banerii, op, cit., p. 283. 6 EL IX. n. 
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offspring ol this marriage was Kumaradevi, the famous queen of 
Govindacandra and the grantor of the Sarnath Inscription. The 
course of events that led to this marriage is, however, not known. This 
inscription thus clearly brings home to us the intimate relation that 
existed between Govindacandra and Ramapala. This relation may 
thus be illustrated : — 

Guhadavalas of Kanauj Chikkors of Pith i R^strakatas of Magadha Palas 


Candradeva Vallavaraja Math ana Suvarna Daughters VigrahapSla III 

1 ! 1 i 

I I . , — ^ i 

Madanacandra Devarakslta = Safikarade vl Kshnuradeva Ramapala 

I * I , '■ 

Govindacandra — married — KumSradevi 

The light which shone in Bengal soon flickered away. The suc- 
cessors of Ramapala were very weak, This gave advantage to the 
adventurous Senas who were at this time carving out for themselves 
a kingdom in Radha. 1 * In the wars of rivalry that followed between 
the Palas and the Senas, the Palas were helped by their relatives, the 
Gahadavalas. 3 So we constantly hear of the Senas leading expedi- 
tions to Upper India. Thus the Deopara Inscription of Vijayasena 3 tells 
us that the king sent a naval expedition towards the west up the whole 
course of the Ganges. As Vijayasena was a contemporary of Govinda- 
candra it is natural to suppose that Vijayasena sent this naval expedi- 
tion in order to chastise Govindacandra who offended him by backing 
the cause of the Palas. 

Govindacandra not only participated in the politics of East India 
but also in the politics of South India. An incomplete inscription 
of Govindacandra was found immediately after a record of Kulottunga- 
deva of A.C, mo-il at Gahgaikondacolapuram. 4 This is credit- 
able for Govindacandra, for it is a far cry from Kanauj to Gangaikonda- 
colapuram. 

The mind of Govindacandra was not only bent on war but also 
on religion, charity and learning. He issued a large number of land 
grants. He is described in almost all Gahadavfda records as vividha- 
vicara-vidya-vacaspati. Being himself very learned he was also 
a great patron of learning. Laksmldhara, the author of Vyavahara- 
kalpataru, a treatise on law and procedure, was his Sandhivigrahika. 

i R.D, Banerji, op, cit. 2 Ibid., p. 3*S. 

3 El, I, p. 2i i. 4 Venkayya, ASR, 1907-08, para 
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C. V. Valdya 1 incorrectly states that Govindacandra had only 
two queens. From inscriptions and literature we learn of at least 
five queens of Govindacandra. One of them, the PattamahadevI 
GosaladevI, is known from the Ban ga wan plate 2 3 of V, S. 1208 in 
ASR, voh I, p. 96. Sir A. Cunningham mentions an inscription 
on a pillar at Hatiyadal of the time of GosaladevI, queen of Govinda- 
candra of Kanauj. Another queen, PattamahadevI NayanakelidevI, is 
known from the Kamauli grant* 3 No. F. of V.S. 1176. Fiihrer refers 
to another queen Dalhanadevl. 4 * The Sarnath Inscription 3 intro- 
duces to us a fourth queen KumaradevI, daughter of Devaraksita of 
Plfchi. She was a Buddhist. Another Buddhist queen of Govinda- 
candra named Vasantadevi is known from the colophon of a Nepalese 
Ms. of the Astasahasrika discovered by Mm. H. P. Sastri. 0 Govinda- 
candra had at least three sons. The Gagaha plate 7 of V. S, 1199 
records a grant by Maharajaputra Rajyapaladeva. Another plate 8 
records a grant by Yu vara ja Asphotacandra. These princes probably 
died before their father, for after his death his son Vijayacandra 
became king. 

Vijayacandra was not an unworthy successor of his father. In 
the inscriptions of his son he is said to have made a conquest of the 
quarters. In the Benares c.p.° of Jayacandra, Vijyacandra is 
described as an expert in destroying the hosts of hostile princes, 
as the lord of the gods was in clipping the wings of the mountains. 
In the same inscription he is also said to have achieved more fame and 
success than his father in war with the Muhammadans. “He swept 
away the affliction of the globe by the stream (of water flowing as) 
from clouds from the eyes {of the wives of the Hammira, the abode 
of wanton destruction to the earths This passage probably refers 
to some conflict with one of the successors of Sultan Mahmud, who 
at that time were residing at Lahore having abandoned Ghazni out 
of fear for the Ghori kings. The Prthvlraja Rasa states that Vijayapala, 
king of Kanauj, attacked the SomavamsI king Mukundadeva of Kataka, 
who gave his daughter in marriage to Vijayapala’s son Jayacandra 
to whom a daughter named Samyogita was born. It is further 
stated in the Rasa that king Vijayapala attacked king Anarigapala 

2 El, V, p. 1 13. 

4 JASB, IV, p, 115. 

6 Ibid, 7 IA, XVIII, p* 21. 

9 Ibid., IV, p. 139* 
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of Delhi but was defeated by the combined armies of Anaftgapala 
and Somesvara. The Rasa next states that Vijayapala attacked” 
Bholabhlm of PattanapuraA Though these statements of the Rasa 
have lately been proved to be wrong' 2 and though we admit that there 
is much that is imaginary and legendary in the Rasa, yet there seems 
to be some grains of historical truth at the bottom of these statements, 
for we have already mentioned that in one of the inscriptions of 
his son there is reference to a digvijaya of Vijayacandra. Vijaya- 
candra seems to have also fought with the Senas. The Madhainagar 
grant 5 of Laksmanasena informs ns that Laksmanasena while quite 
young defeated the king of Kasl. The Madanapada grant 4 of 
Visvarupasena says that he erected sacrificial posts at Benares and 
Prayaga to celebrate his victories. We have already seen that 
Magadha was included in the empire of Govindacandra. The Tara- 
candl Inscription 6 of Pratapadhavala dated 1169 A.C. shows that 
the Sahabad district formed an integral part of the Gahadavala empire 
in the time of Vijayacandra, At this time the Senas who had 
established their rule in Bengal were trying to extend it westward. 
This brought them into conflict. In course of such a war Laksmana- 
sena appears to have advanced as far westward as Benares and 
Prayaga. 

The only dates known of Vijayacandra from inscriptions are 
1168 and 1169 A.C. The former date is known from the Kamauli 8 
c.p. and the latter date from the Jaunpur Pillar Inscription 7 as well 
as from a c.p. described in I A, XV, p. 7, Vijayacandra was not long 
on the throne after that date, for we have a c.p, 8 of 1170 A.C, 
recording a grant made by the reigning prince Maharajadhiraja 
Jayacandradeva, the son and successor of Vijayacandradeva, This 
grant was issued on the occasion of the abhiseka of the king, Jaya- 
candra’s grants number some 14, They bear dates ranging from 1170 
to 1187 A.C. He is said to be the most reputed prince of his time. 
The contemporary Muhammadan historians call him the King of Kasl 
and assigns extensive dominions to him, 9 Magadha still remained 
under the Gahadavalas, for in the year 1175 A.C. he granted a village 


1 JBBRAS, 1928, p. 1 66. 2 Ibid. 

3 JASB, V, p. 472, 4 Ibid,, i 89 6 > pt. U p* 

5 JAOS, VI, p. 548. 6 El, IV, p. 117-118, 

7 Cuningharn ASR, XI, P* 125. 8 I A, XV/p. 7, 

9 EHI, p, 400, . . , 
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in the Maniari-pattala, modern Maner in the Patna district of Bihar. 1 
The Prthvlraja Rasa informs us that Jayacandra performed a'Rajasuya 
Yajna’ and celebrated a ‘Svayamvara* for his daughter Samyogita, in 
which he invited Prthvlraja of Ajmere. But Prthvlraja declined the 
honour,, upon which jayacandra caused public dishonour to Prthvlraja 
by erecting a gold image of him at the post of the door-keeper. Exas- 
perated at this open insult Prthvlraja invaded the dominions of 
Jayacandra and having defeated him took away Samyogita whom 
he married soon. But there is no reference either to the ‘Rajasuya’ 
or the ‘Svayamvara’ in any of his inscriptions. Even the Rambhaman- 
jari Natika of Nayacandra Suri of which Jayacandra is the principal 
hero records no such facts. 

Jayacandra’ s mind like that of his grandfather was also bent on 
religion and learning. He performed the gift of a tulapurusa. 2 He 
highly honoured fsrl Harsa, the author of the Naisadhacarita. 3 

The Ghazni kings of Lahore referred to above did not long remain 
unmolested. The Ghori kings soon invaded India and supplanted 
them. About the year 1191 A.C. Shiha-bud-din Ghori made up his 
mind to wage a holy war upon Aryavarta. ' The misunderstanding 
among the Cahamanas and the Gahadavalas was advantageous to 
the Moslems. Prthvlraja Cahamana was not blind to the danger 
that now threatened Aryavarta. He asked the kings of North India 
to join him and they all did. At the Battle of Tarain, Shiha-bud-din 
was defeated. But next year he returned with a mightier force. The 
Hindus were unprepared and they were defeated. Prthvlraja was 
captured and murdered in cold blood. Delhi and Ajmere fell into the 
hands of the Muhammadans. Next year Shiha-bud-din invaded Kanauj. 
A battle was fought at Candwar and Jayacandra fell fighting. 4 
Smith says that the Muhammadans then devastated Kanauj and occu- 
pied it. 5 This is not true. The account of this expedition is given 
in many Muhammadan histories but only three of them deserve our 
credence for they were written at the time of the event. 9 They 
are r — 


1 JASB, 1922, p. 81, 

3 JASB, VII, p. 757, 
KanyakubjeSvarat.” 

4 EHI, p. 400, ■ 

6 JASB, N, S. VII, pp, 757ff, 


2 El, IV, p. 124-25. 
“tambuladvayam-asanam ca labhate yah 

S JR AS, 1908, p, 791. 
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I* Taj-ul-Ma’asir . ^ 

2, Kamil-ut-tawarikh 

3. Tabaqat-i-Nasiri. 

These histories, though they give detailed accounts of the subjuga- 
tion of Delhi and A j mere, have not a single word to say about the 
capture of Kanauj. In fact, we have positive evidence to show that 
Kanauj was not captured by Shiha-bud-din Ghori. 

The epitaph on the Gahadavala dynasty of Kanauj was not 
written on the battle held of Candwar. The discovery of the 
Macchlisahr grant of Hariscandra has opened a new page in the 
history of the Gahadavalas of Kanauj, Though the full significance 
of this grant and of another inscription, namely the Belkhara Inscrip- 
tion of 1197 A.C., has been emphasized by R. D. Banerji 1 as early 
as 1912, yet it is a pity that the students of Indian history who 
have subsequently written on the Gahadavalas have not utilised the in- 
formations contained in this learned paper. This inscription proves 
that Kanauj was not conquered by Shiha-bud-din and that after the 
death of Jayacandra his son HariScandra became king and made a 
land-grant in 1200 A,c. A son of Jayacandra named Hariscandra is 
known to us from two of Jayacandra’s own inscriptions, which were 
issued on the occasions of Jatakarma 2 and Namakarana 8 of the 
prince. The Macchlisahr grant introduces to us Hariscandra as a ruling 
prince. It is dated V, S. 1257 {1200 A C.). In this grant Hariscandra 
has adopted the same title as those of his predecessors, name- 
ly, Paramabhattaraka-maharajadhiraja-paramesvara-paramamaheSvara- 
gajapati-narapati-asvapati-rajatrayadhlpati- vividhavidyavicaravacaspati- 
Srlmad-Hari&candradeva-vijayi. In it Hariscandra is eulogised as 
one who spread his unequalled fame spotless in the world and who 
eclipsed the splendour of the sun by means of the dust that was raised 
by the hoofs of his innumerable horses which pervaded the circle of 
the earth and gradually encompassed the sky. 

Hariscandra was only eighteen years of age when he was called 
to the throne in 1x93 A,c* At this tender age he had to face an enemy 
who was almost invincible and who had at that time the resources 
of the kingdoms of Delhi and A j mere at his command. Yet such am 
enemy, at whose sight many a war-worn veteran would have turned: 
pale, Harischandra kept at bay. \ 


1 Ibid, 

- vt TV ™ 3. IA, XVII I; p. 136, - 
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The Belkhara Inscription is dated V. S. 1253* It records the 
erection of the pillar on which the inscription is incised by one Ranaka 
Vijayakarna of Velasara (i.e., Bel khara). It does not, however, mention 
the name of Ranaka’s Gahadavala overlord but simply refers to him 
as Snmat-Kanyakubja-vijayarajye. According to R. D. Banerji 1 this 
Ranaka was probably a feudatory of the Gahadavala empire, who 
after the fall of Jayacandra continued to maintain himself in inde- 
pendence in the fastnesses of the Vindhya Ranges. He never declared 
his independence openly, but continued to acknowledge the supremacy 
of the Gahadavalas so long as they existed in Kanauj, 

HariScandra was the last of the Gahadavalas. The Macchlisahr 
grant is dated V. S. 1257 (1200 A.C.). How long he was on the throne 
after this date we do not know. The ancient city of Kanauj was not 
conquered by the Muhammadans before 1226 A.C* 

Genealogy of the Gahadavalas : 

Yasovigraha 

Mahlpala 

Candradeva 
c. 1085-1100 A»C. 

Madanapala 
c. noon 1 14 a c. 

Govindacandfa 
c. 1 1 14-1155 A.C. 

_ 1 

p j f 

Vijayacandra Rajyapaia Asphotacandra 

c. 1155-1170 A.C. 

Jayacandra 

C, 1170-1193 A.C. 

Harticandra - ■ 

c. 1193-1200 A,c. 

Atul Krishna Sur 


1 JASB, N, S., VII, pp. 



On some points connected with, the land revenue adminis- 
tration in Bengal during the 5th. 6th and 
7th centuries A- O- 

The records that throw light upon the methods of land-revenue 
administration in Bengal during the period of the Gupta Emperors 
and their immediate successors consist in the first place of a series 
of seven copper-plate inscriptions which may be serially numbered 
as follows : — 

I. Dhanaidaha (mutilated) copper-plate inscription of the time 

1 13 G.E. 

of the Gupta Emperor Kumaragupta I, dated 

432-433 A.C. 

II. Damodarpur copper-plate inscription of the time of the Gupta 

124 G.E. 

Emperor Kumaragupta I, dated — — » — — 

443-444 A.C. 

129 G.E. 

III. Do. dated 

449-450 A.C. 

IV. Do. of the time of the Gupta Emperor Budhagupta (date 
and year lost). 

V. Do. of the time of the Gupta Emperor Budhagupta (date 
and year lost). 

VI. Paharpur copper-plate inscription of the time of the Gupta 

159 G.E. 

Emperor Budhagupta, dated 

479-480 A.C. 

VII. Damodarpur copper-plate inscription of the time of the 

2x4 G. E. 

Gupta Emperor Bhanu (?)gupta, dated 1 

533-534 A.C. 

To these have to be added another set of four inscriptions of a 


i For references see Ep. Ind„ XVII, 23 (revised reading of No. I) ; 
Ibid., XV. 7 (reading of Nos. II, V, and VII) 5 Ibid., XVII, p. 193 
(for correction of dates). For information about contents of No. 6 , 
I am indebted to my friend Mr. K. N, Dixit who is editing it in the 
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very similar character from the Faridpur District of Eastern Bengal 
which have been assigned on palaeographical grounds to the latter 
half of the sixth and the first part of the seventh centuries. We 
propose to number them serially as follows : — 

A — Faridpur grant of the time of the Emperor Dharmaditya, dated 
his third regnal year. 

B — Do. of the time of the Emperor Dharmaditya, without date. 

C — Do, of the time of the Emperor Gopacandra, of his 19th 
regnal year. 

D — Ghagrahati grant of the time of the Emperor Samacara- 
deva. 1 

The first question that arises in connection with these sets of 
records is the nature of the lands disposed of and the condition 
of their tenure. As regards the first point the most complete descrip- 
tion is given in No. VII which comprises the following items : — 
revenue-free (. samudayabahya ), 
untilled ( aprahata ), 
fallow land (khila ksetra)." 

As the rate of sale mentioned in this particular grant is also used in II, 
III and V and as all these four inscriptions belong to the same district 
of Kotivarsa, it is reasonable to conclude that the same class of lands 
is to be understood in all these cases. The same also seems to be the 
case with Nos. Ill and VI where the lands apparently belong to differ- 
ent districts and the rate of sale (viz., two dlnaras for each kulyavapa 
of land) 8 is also different from the above. Indeed the land is 


x For references to these inscriptions see I A, 1910 (A B and C) 
and JASB, 1911 (D). The authenticity of these grants denied by 
R. D. Banerjee (JASB 1910, pp. 432-434) and vindicated by F. E. 
Pargiter (JASB 1911, pp. 492-498) has since been established by 
th 6 discovery of the Damodarpur plates. 

2 The above follows the translation of R.G. Basak (Ep. Ind., XV). 
In the present paper the following abbreviations will be used. R.G.B = 
Radha Govinda Basak; F. E. P = F, E. Pargiter; AMJC=Sir 
Ashutosh Mukherjee Silver Jubilee Commemoration Volumes, Vol. 
Ill, Orientalia, Part 2. 

3 The gold coins of the Gupta Emperors consisted of the dlnaras 
connected with the Latin 'Denarius* and the native suvarnas . KulyS- 

l1, by F..E, 1 , (I A 1910, p« 214) as ^so much land as is usually 
sown with a kulya of seed'* 
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expressly declared in III to be, as in the other cases, revenue-free, 
not previously settled, fallow land. These terms, we think, can only 
refer to the unappropriated waste lying on the outskirts of the settled 
villages. Indirect evidence to this effect is furnished by the vague 
descriptions of the situation of the assigned lands, and above all 
by the fact that the lands at the time of being made over to the 
assignees are required to be severed according to the specified 
measures. 1 This can only mean that the lands before this time 
formed part and parcel of the unappropriated waste. Whether 
such lands after their disposal continued to be revenue-free is a 
question which is not answered in the inscriptions, but the probability 
is that they became subject to a progressively increased taxation 
till the normal limit was reached If this were to be the case with 
the waste lands, we may be justified in concluding that the cultivable 
village area was not only assessed for the usual taxes but also survey- 
ed for revenue purposes according to the prevailing standards of land- 
measurement 

As regards the conditions of tenure these grants are contemplated 
or declared to be held — 

according to the custom of non-destruction of tile 

principal 2 3 1, 

in perpetuity, according to the custom of (non-destruc- 
tion of) the principal 5 ...... .*-11, 

1 The unit of land measure mentioned in the above groups of 
inscriptions is 8x9 reeds (I, IV, VI) and 8x9 reeds “by the hand of 
the famous and upright Sivacandra” (A & C). This unit, as Pargiter 
explains, was evidently an oblong consisting of 8 reeds in breadth 
and 9 reeds in length. With it Pargiter aptly compares the kant\ 
the commonest land measure in East Bengal which is not a square 
but an oblong measuring 24x 20 or 24X16 or 12x10 reeds, each 
reed consisting of a certain number of cubits. An earlier instance 
of this kind is furnished by the measure called Pnijapatis hand 
In the Arthasastra (II, 19). 

2 R. G. B. reads nlvidharmaksayena and tr. £ on condition of des- 
truction of non-transferability J . As this would run counter to all other 
inscriptions of the same group, I suggest the reading mvtdharmaksa - 
yena which I explain as a fat purus a compound meaning According to 
the custom of non-destruction of nlvidharma\ 

3 I follow tr, of nwidharma by R* G, B. 


11 
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with the right of perpetual endowment, and according 
to the custom of non-destruction (as above} 1 ••*•••••• 

• — •III, 

in perpetuity, according to the custom of non-destruc- 
tion (as above), and without the right of alienation* 2 3 
IV, 

with the right of perpetual endowment VII. 

A perusal of the above list shows a substantial agreement as regards 
the conditions of tenure among all the inscriptions of the first group. 
The land grants in every case are perpetual, but non-transferable. 
It would thus appear that the State reserved its right to the unappro- 
priated waste to such an extent as to exclude possessors by right of 
sale from alienation of their holdings. 

A few words may next be said as regards the authorities entrusted 
with the disposal of the waste lands. Nos. II, III and VII refer 
to the authority that receives the application (yijnapyd) for purchase, 
obtains its verification from the record-keepers ( pustapalas ), secures the 
sale-price and conveys the land, but nothing is mentioned about its 
identity. No. i distinctly mentions the heads of families 8 , named and 
unnamed Brahmanas, and the officer in charge of 8 kulas in the village 4 
as receiving the application while it mentions neighbouring heads 
of families 5 as conveying the land after severance according to the 
specified measures. No. IV expressly indicates the officer in charge 
of the kulas % the village headman, the heads of families and the leading 


1 I construe apradaksaya?iivi (F. W. Thomas’s amended reading 
in EpJnd„XV, p.133) as aprada —aksayamvi in the light of the expres- 
sions apradadhanna in VII and aksayanwi in VI, and explain as 
above. Mr. R. G. B. construes the above as apradaksaya 0 or aprada- 
akmya° and tr. as ‘according to the custom of Nullification or continua- 
tion of the condition of non-transferability' (AMJC, p. 481), 

2 Apratikara in the original. 

3 Kuiumbins , usually tr. as householders. I prefer to take it 
in its stricter sense of heads of households. Cf. Yaj., II, 45 who .'distin- 
guishes clearly between the kuiumbins and the tik thins* 

4 I adopt R. G. B/s restoration and translation ot gramikada* 
kulad/tikararia, 

5 Pralkdisi/cuimibins m the original. 
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men 1 2 3 of Paiasavrndaka® as receiving the application, while they send 
information of the same to the principal prakrtis (subjects), the heads 
of families and the Brahmanas of Candagramap 5 while the officer (in 
charge of 8 kulas) } heads of families and the leading men and so forth 
convey the land after inspecting it and severing it as above. No. VI 
mentions a district officer and the office of the district head-quarters 
at Pundraravardhana as receiving the application, while they send in- 
formation of the same to the Brahmanas, the leading men and the 
heads of families. 

The difference in the nature of the superintending authority in the 
foregoing records corresponds to other differences as well. While 
Nos. II, III and VII refer to the same district (Kotivarsa), No. I 
refers Itself to the district of Khata- or (Khada)para. No. IV mentions 
only the division {bhnkti) of Pundraravardhana but not the district 
(vzsaya), while No. VI mentions neither the one nor the other but 
merely the capital town of the same name. With this may be 
mentioned the fact already noticed that the prevailing rate of sale 
in Nos, IV and VI is different from the prevailing rate in Nos. II, III 
and VII. It is possible that we have here two sets of administrative 
arrangements for the disposal of the unappropriated waste. In the 
one group (Nos. I and IV) the administrative authority consists 
of the officers in charge of the 8 hulas, the leading men, the heads 
of families, the village headmen and so forth. It would thus seem 
that we have to deal with a mixed body of officials and non- 
officials. As regards the other group (Nos. II, III, VI and VII) 
it will be noticed that No. VI expressly contemplates the distict 
officer and the office of the disrict head-quarters as receiving the 
application. Moreover, in No. VII which alone has preserved the 
seal intact the legend shows that the charter was issued by the office 
of the district head-quarters of Kotivarsa, 4 From this it would follow 
that the authority charged with the disposal of the waste lands was 

1 I adopt the tr. of mahattara by F.E.P, (I A, 1910, p. 213). For 
the implication of this term see below. 

2 Apparently, as R.G.B, thinks, the head -quarters of the provincial 
government. 

3 Probably the village on whose outskirts the land was situated. 

■ 4 Kotwarsadr/istkanadkik aranasya In the original. Adhisthana 

by itself means only a locality or a town but, as here used, it must 
mean the head-quarters of the district 
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at least in the first Instance the head- quarters office of the district In 
whose jurisdiction the land was situated. A connecting link between 
these two groups is furnished by Nos. IV and VI which contemplate 
the Brahmanas, the leading men and the heads of families apparently 
of the near-most village as receiving information of the application 
for purchase, possibly to enable them to offer their objections, 
if any. 1 

While on this subject we may say a few words on the constitution 
of the office of the district head-quarters just mentioned. Nos. 
II, III, V and VII describe the district officer under different titles 
as carrying on the administration of the office with a guild-president, 
the leading merchant, the leading artisan and the leading scribe 2 at 
the top. This has been variously interpreted to mean • 'an adminis- 
trative board of the district 3 , 8 ‘the royal tribunal in a city’ 4 and 
with less justification as ‘the office and probably the court 
of a district officer', and c a secretariat and advisory council 3 . 5 None of 
these explanations helps to throw light upon the affinities and the true 
character of the adhikarana . An interesting side-light is thrown 
upon this point by the references in the general literature and specialiy 
in the famous Sanskrit drama called the Mrcchakatika whose generally 
acknowledged date falls within the limits of the present period. A 
court of justice called adhikarana is mentioned in the Dasakumara- 
carita and judges called Dharmadhikaranas are referred to in the 
Pancatantra. 6 Above all, Act IX of the Mrcchakatika describing the 
famous trial scene refers to the king's judges (called adhikaranikas and 
adhikaranabhojakas) sitting in the court-house (« adhikaranamandapa ), 
who are assisted by the guild-president t&reqtkin)> scribes [kayasthas) 
and so forth. It will be noticed that the leading scribe of the epigraphs 
is represented by the scribes, of the drama, while the guild-president is 


1 Akmdraprakriihdmnbins of No, IV evidently corresponds to 
the bra/manottaramakattaradifmtumbins oi VI, 

2 A r ag- a r asr esth% sarthavaha , pratharnakulika , prathamakayastha 
in the original. For the third term I adopt the tentative rendering of 
R. G. B. 

3 R. G. B, (AMJC). 

4 R. C, Majumdar, Corporate Life } 2nd ed v Acid, and Cor r. 

5 Beni Prasad, The State, p. 297, 

6 See jolly, Recht und Situ , p. 134, 
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common to both* it would thus appear that the adkisihamdkikarana 
of the Gupta Empire had its prototype in the adhikarana at the capi- 
tal contemplated in the drama, which by a natural extension of meaning 
(such as is seen in the later word cutckery) came to be applied to the 
office of the district head-quarters as well The above comparison, - 
moreover, shows that in the place of the vague list of unspecified 
officers of the drama the inscriptions mention the leading artisan and 
the leading merchant besides the guild-president and the chief scribe. 
If it be supposed that the adhikarana of the drama represents the 
loosely organised institution of earlier times, that of the Gupta empire 
would be a development of the same with a well defined organisation 
and with the addition of administrative functions as well. The rever- 
sion of the Gupta institution to the type of administrative boards as- 
cribed by Megasthenes to the Maurya empire is no doubt a witness 
of the enduring influence of the popular padicayets. 

We have thus found two sets of authorities entrusted with the 
administration of the waste lands, viz,, a selected body of officials and 
the office of the district head-quarters. In the remaining group of 
inscriptions the administering authority is more uniform but not so 
well-defined. There the authority receiving the application for 
purchase and disposing of the same is described as — 

the adhikarana and the prakrtis headed by eighteen specified 

leading men of the district 1 **** '-(A), 

the adhikarana headed by named chief scribe 2 and leading 

men of the district.,,.,,...,, - (B), 

the adhikarana headed by named chief scribe and leading men 

as well as unnamed principal vyaparins ....... (C), 

the adhikarana headed by named chief scribe, the leading men 
of the district and other leading men as well as unnamed 
principal vyavaharins ***(D). 

In A, B and C, these authorities are also directly addressed by 
the applicant for grant of the land concerned to him and in the 

1 Visayamakattara tr. as above by F, E, P, who compares the 
janapada-mahattam of the Dasakumaraearita* 

2 JyMkakayastha. Less satisfactory trs. are 'oldest official* (F.E.P.) 

and 'chief secretary 1 (R, G. B.). A chief secretary would be out 
of place in a district office and a better equivalent for fye&thakciyastha 
would be the Sheristadar of the Collector's office in British India at 
present, " . 
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first-named Inscription they expressly signify the sale of the land 
by their own direction. The vague and indefinite character of the 
agency contemplated in the above inscriptions is obvious at the 
first sight Of its constituent parts the adkikarana headed by 
the chief scribe evidently corresponds to the Gupta institution of 
the same name* For the rest the leading men of the district 
and the other leading men are apparently not private individuals, 
but are persons concerned with the administrative functions, 
for the mahamakattaras and mahattaras are included in the Khalimpur 
grant of Dharmapala 1 in a list of persons entrusted with the adminis- 
tration of the district (visayavyavaharins). The vy a par ins of C are 
evidently identical with the vyavaharins of D both meaning adminis- 
trative agents. 2 With them may be compared the vyavahari-janapadas 
of the Tippera plate of Lokanatha and the unnamed vimyavyavaha ~ 
rins mentioned in the grant of Dharmapala aforesaid. We are in- 
clined to identify them with the prakrtis of A, though the latter 
has the general sense of ‘subjects.’ It would thus appear that the 
authority charged with the administration of the land concerned 
consisted, in this case, of the district office and many named and 
unnamed minor officials. With this may be connected the fact that 
the legends on the seals of the inscriptions in all the cases in which 
they are preserved (A, B and C) refer to the office of the district 
( visayadhika rana) in which the lands are evidently situated. 

We are now in a position to discuss the question whether in 
the aforesaid cases the State shared the ownership of the land with 
private parties. A definite answer to this question is suggested by 


2 Vyaparins , translated as 'principal traders of the district" 
(F. E. P.) and ‘chief business* men" (R. G. B. in AMJC) ; but 'vyaparam 
knrvati ’ Is frequently used in the inscriptions in the sense of carrying 
on affairs of state, e.g., in the grant of the time of the Gurjara- 
Pratihara Emperor Mahendrapala II (Ep. Ind., XIV, No* 13). Also 
compare vyapafaya in C said with reference to the district officers. 
Vyavaharins , translated as ‘men of business 5 (F. E. P.) and ‘administer- 
ing agents or business men" (R. G. B.) ; but samvyavarati is used in 
all the above inscriptions In the sense of ‘administering’ and translat- 
ed as such by R, G, B. The vyavaharin is mentioned in a list of 
officials charged with the execution of the land grant in the Nidhan- 
pur plate of Bhaskaravarman (Ep t Ind., XII, No. 13), 
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Professor R. G. Basak 1 who rejects the idea of State-ownership of 
the lands concerned on the following grounds 

(a) That the State could not alienate lands “without the consent 
or approval of the people's representatives, the mahattaras and other 
business men of the province and the district, and sometimes even 
the common folk." 

(b) That the Faridpur grant No. I [A above] mentions “in very dear 
terms that i/6th of the sale proceeds in these transactions will go to the 
royal exchequer according to the law." “It seems very clear, then, 
that the remaining 5 /6th of the price used to go to the funds of the 
village assemblies/' 

His own idea, vaguely suggested, rather than indicated, is that 
the ownership of the land belonged jointly to the State and the 
people, or that it belonged (on the analogy of South Indian village 
assemblies) to the village assemblies subject to the supervision of 
the king. In the same context he takes these grants to “belong to 
a period when the crown began to be recognised as absolute owner 
of all land" in place of the people who were the original proprietors. 

A careful consideration of the above arguments shows that they 
are not based upon sufficient grounds. We have already shown 
reasons for holding that the persons whom Mr. Basak understands 
to be the people's representatives were more likely minor officials. 
In the two instances (IV and VI) in which the Brahmanas, the prin- 
cipal subjects and the heads of families are mentioned, they merely 
receive information? of the application for purchase, it may be, for the 
hearing of any possible objections on their part. In any case the 
idea of “consent or approval" of these persons being necessary for 
the performance of the sale is not warranted by the evidence. 

The second argument is based upon a mistranslation of the 
term dkarmasadbhaga which Mr, Basak, following the authority of 
the late Mr. Fargiter 3 , translates as r/6th of the sale proceeds. We 
may compare it with the similar clauses in IV and VII dharmapa ~ 
ratavaptzh meaning that the Emperor would thereby gain spiritual 
merit and still more the clause in VI * arthopacayo [dkarm~\rnamd- 
bhagapyayanafi ca bhavatd meaning that the emperor would acquire 
increase of wealth as well as promotion of 1 /6th of the spiritual 


1 AMJCj-pp. 486-491. 

2 Anudarmyanii in IV, ambodhayanti in VI. 

3 JBSB, 1910 , p. 197* 
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merit 1 . . Now this comparison shows that the spiritual merit {dharma) 
is distinguished from the sale proceeds. The true explanation of the 
above phrase is to be found in the sacred texts 2 making the king 
eligible to i/6th of the spiritual merits as well as demerits of his 
subjects. As in all these cases the applicant for purchase of land 
signifies his intention of disposing of it for pious purposes, it is evident 
that the king in granting the application would share in the resulting 
spiritual merit. 

The mention of South Indian village communities in this connec- 
tion seems to us to be wholly inappropriate. In the Cola empire the 
village assemblies, which had a well-defined constitution and functions 
themselves exercised the right of purchase and sale of the village 
lands, the intervention of the State officers ( adhikarins and so forth) 
being only occasional in character. In North Bengal under the 
imperial rule of the Guptas the village headman and heads of families 
who may be held to be representatives of the village community ad- 
ministered the State lands only in some cases with the association 
of officers in charge of 5 , Kulas, while in other cases it was the district 
office that formed the administering authority. In East Bengal under 
the rule of the independent sovereigns of this period the represen- 
tatives of the village community, if there w r ere any, do not figure at 
all in connection with the administration of the land, which is entrusted 
to the district office and minor officials. Due weight must also be 
given to the fact that the charter for the disposal of the lands in 
the above cases was issued, as the surviving seal-legends show, by the 
district office alone. Nor must we omit finally to mention the 
elaborate official procedure of the above transactions consisting usually 
of three district processes, viz,, formal application by the intend- 
ing purchaser, verification of the application by record-keepers, and 
severance of the land, sold together with conveyance of the same on 
payment of the sale-price. 

U, N. Ghosh a l 


1 Also cf. the maxim quoted in D for justifying the grant, viz,, 
that the land infested by wild animals is profitless as regards wealth 
that should accrue to the king, while land which is made fit for enjoy- 
ment by calves brings wealth as well as spiritual merit to the king. 

2 Cf, Mbh., V, 131, 13 ; XII, 69, 7 9 ff ; XIII, 75, 5.10 etc, 


Studies in the History of Vijayanagar 

i 

Sources of the History mid their Value 

One who happens to visit the magnificent mins of Hampi and 
sees the broken palaces, dilapidated temples, shattered foundations, 
fallen underground structures, and crumbling fort-walls, feels 
an unbounded curiosity to know what should have been the 
splendour of the city during its palmy days when it was the 
capital of a living empire. The spectacle is so imposing in all its 
deadly silence that one yearns to get an idea of the history of the 
city; but alas ! nowhere does one find a continuous and unbroken 
history of the empire. One reads in the literary works of the age, and 
in the few accounts of the European travellers who visited India during 
the 15th and the 16th centuries, about the greatness and splendour 
of the city which was graced by the courts of mighty monarchs who 
were men of exceptional attainments, whose wealth and power were 
simply dazzling and whose armies were dreaded all over southern India, 

Modern research has not thrown much light on the subject 
Ferishta’s chronicle, the narratives of a host of foreign travellers who 
visited the city during the 15th and the 16th centuries, the ^asanas 
issued by the kings of Vijayanagar as well as their feudatories 
and the literary works of the age constitute the only sources of its 
history* 

The chronicle of Ferishta is generally regarded as the primary 
basis for the construction of the history of Vijayanagar. The chronicler 
was born about 1570 A.C V and had probably finished his work by the 
year 1608* A detailed study of his work convinces us that liis 
book cannot be accepted as an authentic source of the history of 
the Hindu empire. In the first place, he was a Muhammadan by birth 
and was honoured at the courts of Ahmednagar and Bijapur as a 
court-poet by Nizam Shah and Adil Shah who ‘heaped favours on 
him. 1 Enjoying the patronage and bounty of the Muhammadan 
Sultans, he tells us that he was ‘urged* by them ‘to compile a history 
of the conquests of Islam in Hind, of the sovereigns of Delhi and 
of the Bahamini kings of the Deccan/ To show his gratitude and- 

1 * * < 1- - ywA In his Preface 



STUDIES IN THE HISTORY OF VIJAYANAGAR 


1 14 

that his object was ‘to commemorate the deeds of the illustrious 
monarchs.’ A work which was written under such circumstances, with 
the avowed object of paying tribute to his patrons, to extol the 
Muhammadan Sultans in glowing terms, and to depreciate their rivals 
and opponents, the Rayas of Vijayanagar, cannot be accepted as 
a trustworthy historical account. Still another defect in herishta 
is that the author did not begin his writing till about 1608 A.C., and 
was not in any sense a contemporary recorder. In preparing his work, 
he had no other source except the prejudicial materials which were 
gathered from all quarters of the Muhammadan dominions and placed 
before him. With all his desire to present the real facts, he does 
not seem to do so. His preface gives us a long list of the books 
he consulted; but they are all Muhammadan accounts, and not one 
record of the Hindu kings, bearing the stamp of their testimony, 
is quoted in all his work. He made no use of either the ^asanas which 
were issued by the Rajas of Vijayanagar or the literary works of 
the age. 

The following quotation from his preface to his work in Briggs’ 
translation shows that he wrote more as a zealous Islamite than as 
an impartial historian : — “The height of his ambition amounts only 
to the desire that his history may rank in comparison with theirs, 
as the Caaba at Mecca does with the holy Temple of Jerusalem and 
as Ally ranks with the prophet Mahomed.” 

Sewell, the author of ‘A Forgotten Empire’, is so impressed with 
the partiality of Ferishta that, although he was obliged to use the 
book as his primary source, he tells us in more than one place that 
‘we must never forget that the narrative of Ferishta is necessarily 
tinged with bias in favour of the Musalmans.’ If he misrepresents the 
character and achievements of the Hindu Rajas, he magnifies the 
greatness of his co-religionists and patrons in several ways. He 
does not make any reference to the fanaticism of some of the Sultans 
and their iconoclastic zeal. In the writing of his narrative he consi- 
dered it his chief business to describe the victories of his sovereigns, 
leaving aside the defeats which they sustained at the hands of the 
Hindu kings. Still more regrettable is the fact that some of the power- 
ful Rajas are pictured as impotent sovereigns. Thus while Krsna Deva 
Raya received the unstinted praise of all the travellers, poets and 
other writers of the age as a versatile monarch of wonderful military, 
administrative and literary talents, Ferishta describes him as a weak 
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and glorious achievements of Kysna Deva Raya, the splendid architec- 
tural structures which were built by him and some of which still remain 
as a monument of his greatness, do not find even a passing reference 
in the chronicle of Ferishta. . 

The defect of Ferishta lies not only in the misrepresentation, 
but also in the ignorance, of actual facts. He confused the dates and 
the names of the kings of Vijayanagar, He called Bukka I TCisen 
Roy ? throughout his work. He collected information of the Sahgama 
dynasty more than two hundred years after the expiry of the dynasty, 
and misnamed the kings of the first dynasty; but it is curious 
that even in the account of the last dynasty, information about which 
he could have easily obtained, he committed similar mistakes, 
Venkatadri was killed in the battle of Tallikota ; but Ferishta speaks 
of him as if he survived the battle and confuses him with Vlra Venkata- 
pati, son of Tirumala Raya, For these reasons we cannot rely too 
much upon the chronicler in reconstructing the history of Vijayanagar. 

The accounts of the various foreign travellers who visited the 
city of Vijayanagar in the 15th and 16th centuries and who left 
records of their personal observations as well as of the information 
which they obtained from hearsay, form no doubt a valuable source 
of the history of Vijayanagar. The narratives of Paeas, Nuniz, 
Frederic Barbosa and of other travellers, although insufficient to 
gratify the curiosity of the twentieth century reader, possess one great 
advantage over the Muhammadan chronicler in that they are impartial 
accounts of unbiassed observers. But these accounts, given by European 
travellers who visited the city during different periods of its history, 
have their own drawbacks. Being foreigners to India, they could hardly 
be expected to be conversant with the language, manners and customs 
of the people whom they observed, with the result that they could 
not give a correct picture of the age, A study of their accounts leaves 
the reader in ignorance of some of the important problems in the 
history of the country. 

The travellers were struck more with the outward splendour 
and glory of the city, with the glare and glitter of the royal courts 
or Durbars of the Rayas of Vijayanagar, than with the exact 
internal conditions of the people, the actual relations of the Hindu 
kings with the Muhammadan Sultans and such other vital facts 
which are more valuable and interesting to the historian of a 
later day. Even if they should make any stray statement on such 
topics, we can lay but little trust on their evidence $ for, the foreign 
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travellers could scarcely be expected to have a proper grasp of the 
situation. If we are to doubt the correctness of their accounts on 
matters that happened during the period when the travellers actually 
stayed in India, we should attach much less importance to their ac- 
counts of events which happened before they set foot on the counry. 
Viewed from this point, the travellers throw any appreciable light on 
but a few and short periods in the history of Vijayanagar. 

The most authentic and accurate information is obtained from the 
inscriptions or the Sftsanas which were issued by the kings of Vijaya- 
nagar. The inscriptions, which are now at our disposal, are of varied 
character. They were engraved on plates, on boulders, on pillars and on 
walls in Sanskrit, Kanarese and Telugu. The Sasanas, collected to- 
gether and arranged chronologically, contain a treasure-house of infor- 
mation, indispensable to the historian. They in general describe the 
achievements of the king who issued them, the pedigree of the reign- 
ing king and the year (generally counting from the Saka era) when 
he ruled. No doubt they furnish invaluable material for the history of 
the country and supply what are almost the only genuine aids avail- 
able for the compilation of a history. But they perplex the historian 
in a number of ways. Grants were made not only by the reigning Raja 
but also by his sons, grandsons, the nobility of the country, etc. 
The donors of these grants are very often entitled as ‘Mahamanda- 
lesvara’ ‘Rajadhiraja’ ‘Maharaja’ ‘Vlrapratapa’ and so on. In such 
cases, the problem as to which of the grantors was the ruler 
remains unsolved by the plate. Another difficulty, for instance, 
Is that side by side with the inscriptions of Deva Raya II, the 
Sangama king, there are also found those of his sons Mallikarjuna 
and Virupaksa and those of the founder of the second dynasty, 
Saluva Narasimha. The difficulty in this case is that we are not 
in a position to ascertain with any amount of precision the line of 
succession and the particular period when each of them ruled the 
country. Unless the owner of the ‘Sasana’ styled himself in it 
the Raja of Vijayanagar we cannot believe that he was the ruling 
prince; for, a host of inscriptions are found bearing all the titles 
or birudas which according to traditional custom are put after the 
name of every distinguished prince, king or no king, of Vijayanagar. 
Still another difficulty that confronts the historian is that these 
inscriptions generally include literary compositions of established 
scholars and court-poets who are liable to exaggeration. Specially 
the Carnata Inscriptions, with all the valuable information they 
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contain^ include to a large extent very high eulogies. A typical 
example is quoted below ; 

<# The world of gods having been taken as his portion by Krsna- 
Raya, after him his younger brother of meritorious deeds, king Acyuta 
took the world of the earth for his portion, subduing his enemies, 
surpassing Indra and fulfilling the desires of the learned. - The 
moon of his fame moves in the world in all the tifhis, and is 
ever waxing, ever giving joy to the Cakora birds, shining by day 
as well as by night, hateful to the lotuses. Swifter than thought 
or the wind are his horsemen, the trampling of whose hoofs turns the 
world to clouds of dust, — why mention the slow-paced horses of Indra ? 
Fanned with camaras by groups of the wives of hostile kings, distin- 
guished as Rajadhiraja, the terror of foreign kings, and by many other 
titles ; often had he made the sixteen manner of gifts in Gokarna, 
Sangatna, Nivrtti, Suvarna, Sankha, Sonadri, Parvata, Virihcipura ••••'«• 
Supreme is this king Acyuta established on the jewelled throne of 
Vijayanagara, rejoicing in the fulness of fame, excelling Nrga, Nala, 
Nahusa and other inferior kings, the home of unequalled valour and 

generosity ” (Epigraphica Carnatica, vol. 3, part I, 

Mandya Taiuq, p. 45,) 

It may be observed that the king on whom all this praise is 
lavished was Krsna Deva Raya’s ‘degenerate successor whose feeble- 
ness, selfishness, cowardice and cruelty paved the way for the final 
destruction of the Empire’; and who is described by Nuniz, a pen 
sonal observer of the king as {£ a man of very little honesty who gave 
himself over to vice and tyranny and whose people and captains 
were much discontented with his evil life and inclinations.” 

Last but not the least in importance are the literary works of the 
age. Works written in Sanskrit, Telugu and Kanarese contain 
valuable information, throwing light on some of the most disputed 
points in the history of the kingdom. The time when the city attained 
the very acme of its power saw an intellectual awakening which 
resulted in the production of innumerable works of splendid poetry. 
These works place before us a succession of sovereigns ruling over 
a vast empire in which the people enjoyed the blessings of peace and 
prosperity to an extent unheard of in the annals of the history 
of India. The special value of the poets’ accounts is that they are 
given by men of the age who enjoyed the glories of the period. 
Resides giving general pictures of the Empire in its glory, every poet 
describes in the beginning of his work the genealogy of the ruler 
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to whom the work is dedicated and these genealogical tables are of 
use to us in that the poets were the men whom we may expect to be 
best acquainted with the ancestry of their patrons. We may therefore 
rely on the poets so far as their genealogical tables go • but when 
they begin to enumerate the achievements of the kings we should 
indeed be more cautious. In such places we are to look upon them 
with as much suspicion, and perhaps more, as when we read Ferishta\$ 
accounts of the work of the Sultans. 

Among such works of the age, Narapativijayam, otherwise known 
as Ramarajlyam may be taken as typical. The author of this work, 
Venkayya, describes the genealogy and the glories of the Narapati 
princes ; but the work does not contain the particulars of Rama Raja’s 
conflict with the Muhammadan princes and his death in the battle 
of Tallikota in 1564. To gratify bis lord whose lavish bounty he 
enjoyed, the poet not only avoided referring to the defeats of the 
Narapati Rajas but also used too much hyperbole to make his work 
trustworthy. 

These are the several kinds of sources of the history of Vijaya- 
nagar and with the help of some of them, Sewell constructed his 'A 
Forgotten Empire/ He is the first historian who has attemped to give 
a continuous and connected history of the kingdom which was as good 
as lost to us. Before the publication of his work, the very existence of 
the Empire was hardly remembered even in its native land and we owe 
him a heavy debt of gratitude for having brought to light the great- 
ness of the Hindu Empire. Excellent as his work is, it cannot be ac- 
cepted as a full and perfect history of the Hindu kings. It 'suffers 
from the neglect of some of the best sources available. In producing 
his work he took Ferishta as his primary basis. Besides, he used the in- 
formation he obtained from the narratives of two Portuguese travellers, 
Paeas and Muniz, whose accounts he translated and appended to his 
work. In points where Ferishta and the travellers are silent, Sewell, 
perhaps, tried to fill up the gap by guessing the approximate 
truth. Thus he says that, “Tuluva Narasimha murdered the 
two sons of Saluva Narasimha, seized the throne and held it till 
his death* 5 (A Forgotten Empire, p. no). There is epigraphical 
evidence that Saluva Narasimha’s son, Immadi Narasimha, actually 
ruled the country (vide Epigraphica Indica, vol, VII, p, 74, 
Devulapalli f§asana). Another such error is where Sewell says that 
after the battle of Tallikota t( in 1568 Tirumala murdered his sovereign 
Sada&iva and seized the throne for himself” (A Forgotten Empire, 
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p. 212), There are many strong epigraphical evidences to show 
that SadaSiva ruled as de jure king for many years after the 
battle of Tallikota and that Tirumala steered the ship of state 
keeping him as the nominal king (vide Epigraphica Indica, vol. 
IX, p. 33S and Inscriptions on Copper-Plates and Stones, in Nellore 
District collected by A, Butter worth and V. Venugopalachettiar, 
vol II, p. S69). More of such historical errors in ( A Forgotten 
Empire 5 will be shown in the articles that follow upon this subject. 
The point that needs mention here is that Sewell did not make proper 
use of the Sasanas and the literary works of the age and that some 
of his statements do not stand on substantial grounds. The literary 
works of the Hindu authors of the age and the epigraphical records 
have to be given more importance than the sources upon which he 
mainly depended In constructing the history of the Hindu Empire. 

V. Nakasimham 


The Karoura of Ptolemy 

Writing about the year 150 A.C., Ptolemy mentions the following 
as the inland cities of Limyrike between the Pseudostomos and the 
Baris 1 : — . ■ .. . , v- 

Pasage, Mastanour. Kourellour, Pounnatta, where is 
beryl, Karoura, the royal seat of KeroROTXIRAS, AremboUR, 
Bideris, Pantipolis, Adarima, Koreoor, 

This royal seat of Kerobothras still remains one of the puzzles of 
ancient South Indian history ; for according to the early classical 
writers the capital of this prince was MOUZXRIS which was also an 
entrepot of trade and this city of MOUZXRIS is mentioned by 
Ptolemy as “an emporium 55 on the coast along with TYNDIS, the mouth 
of the river Pseudostomos, KOREOURA, BAKAREI, and the mouth of 
the river Baris, 2 The river, Pseudostomos, has been identified as 
the river Periyar, in the present Cochin state, and Baris as the 
K ALLADA which pours its waters near Quilon in the Travancore state, 


x Mc.Crindle, Ancient India as described by Ptolemy, p. xBo, 
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Among the classical writers Pliny is the first to make a definite 
reference to the ports and kingdoms on the west coast of South 
India. His Natural History was completed in 77 A.C., two years 
before his death. In it he says -“From thence (Ocelis) they sail 
with the wind called Hippalos in forty days to the first commercial 

station of India named Muziris The ruler of the country at the 

time which I speak was Coelobothras ” (according to another manuscript 
Celobotras )A In the Periplus of the Erythraean Sea , “written a little 
later after the death of Pliny between the years A.C. 80 and 89 ” 1 2 we 
have as follows : — “Then follow Naoura and TUNDIS, the first marts 
of LXMURIKE, and after these MOUZIRIS and NeLKUNDA, the seats 
of government. To the kingdom under the sway of KEPROBOTRAS, 
TUNDIS is subject) a village of great note situate near the sea. Mou- 
ZIRIS which pertains to the same realm is a city at the height of 
prosperity.” 3 4 * The next writer to allude to these places is Ptolemy. 

It is agreed on all hands that LlMYRIKE stands for DAMIRICE or 
Tamilakam, MOU ZIRIS is Muyiricotta or Muyirikodu comprised with- 
in the limits of the present town of Cranganore and TUNDIS or Tyndis 
is Kadalundi a few miles from Calicut. It is also certain that Kepro-, 
Celo- s and Coeio- bothras is identical with the KeraLAPUTRAS men- 
tioned by Asoka, 4, . 

What were the limits of the territory of Keralaputra ? Bishop 
Caldwell says ( ‘The name in Sanskrit, and in full, is Keralaputra , 
but both Kera and Kela are Dravidian abbreviations of Kerala . They 
are Malay alam, however, not Tamil abbreviations and the district 
over which Keralaputra ruled is that in which the Malayalam langu- 
age is now spoken.” 5 6 He confines, therefore, the dominion of Kerala- 
putra to the country west of the Ghats, to the narrow coast strip 
between the mountain and the sea, But Kera does not seem to 
have been an abbreviation of the Sanskrit Kerala; instead, Kerala 
itself seems to have been a variant of Chera. “Cheraman/’ says 
Dr. Gundert, 6 u is the name of the whole dynasty of Chera or Kerala 
rulers ; for these two names are the same, Kerala being only 


1 Quoted in Logan, Malabar Manual, vol, I, pp. 250-251. 

2 McCrindle, The Periplus, Introduction, p. 5, 

3 lbid.> pp. 131-2. -/IS II 

4 V, A. Smith, Asoka, p» 160, 

5 Comparative Grammar of the Dravidian Languages, p. 95. 

6 O noted in SsticFimmr MAnnr* ^ nr. ■- 
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the Kanarese pronunciation as appears from the Deccan inscriptions 
of W. Eliiott Esq. in which no Chera is associated with Panclya but 
only a Kerala.” Further, Pandit Saurirayan in the course of a learned 
article discussing the etymology of the words Chera and Kerala 
says 1 : — “It is a well-ascertained fact that in Kanarese the initial 
palatals of Tamil words change as a rule into gutturals e.g., 

Tamil Cheyidan (He did) = Kanarese Geyidanu 
Chevi (ear) = Km 
Chenni (head) = Kenne 

There are many instances as these and the same phonetic process 
was met by the Tamil word Cheralam and is naturally pronounced 
Keralam . Thus we can have no hesitation in saying that Chera is 
a contraction of Cheralam and that Cherala and Kerala are etymo- 
logically and historically the same.® 

Karoura, then, was the capital of the Chera ruler. Bishop Cald- 
well identifies this place with Karur, a few miles from Erode on the 
Erode-Trichinopoly branch of the South Indian Railway. “Karur,” 
he observes 2 “is mentioned in Tamil traditions as the ancient capital 
of the Chera, Kera or Kerala kings, and is generally identified with 
Karur, an important town in the Coimbatore district, originally inclu- 
ded in the Chera kingdom Ptolemy's word, Karoura > represents 

the Tamil name of the place with perfect accuracy.” Following this 
lead, an attempt has been made to find in the “PuntUR AKRON,” 
(the lord of Puntura), one of the titles of the Zamorin, a reference to 
Perindurah a village in the Coimbatore district and a station on the 
main railway line to Madras from the west coast and to trace the 
origin of his dynasty to some place on the banks of the Kaveri. 

High as the authority of the learned bishop is, there are weighty 
reasons against his identification. ChengUTTUVAN was the emperor 
of the Cheras when Ptolemy compiled his geography. In the 
‘‘Chilappathikaram” and the “Manimekhalai” two Tamil works 
composed in this period, the one by no less a person than the younger 
brother of the Emperor, the other by his protege, VANCHI or TlRU- 
VANCHIKULAM, figures the capital of the Chera ruler about a mile 
and a half from the Moudris of the classical writers. After a 
critical examination of the geographical background of the Chilappa~ 


1 The Tamilian Antiquary, voh I, no. 4. 

2 Comparative Grammar of the Dravidian Languages, pp. 96-9 ?. 
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thikaram , the fauna and flora of the country traversed by Chenguttu- 
van, the presents laid at the royal feet by his subjects, and the routes 
taken by Kannagi and the party sent in search of her, Mr. Ponnam- 
balam Filial had no doubt that the capital of Chera was Tiruvanji- 
kkulam and not Karur in the Coimbatore district 1 2 Further it is 
to Tiruvanjikkulam as the capital of the Cheras and the centre of 
learning and philosophy in the west coast that Manimekhalai, the 
the daughter of the hero of the Chilappathikaram comes to find 
consolation. 

Further the choice of such a town as Karur so far away from the 
sea is also opposed to the peculiar conditions of the Chera empire as 
the premier sea-power of the south in those days. The prosperity 
of the “three crowned kings” of the south depended on their seaborne 
commerce. It was for the convenience of trade that Karikala, the 
great Chola king, built a new capital at the mouth of the Kaveri and 
shifted his residence from the inland Uraiyur. The first two capitals 
of the Pandyan kingdom were situated, the one on the sea and the 
other at the confluence of the Tampraparni with the sea. And when 
this was submerged and the third capital, the present Madura, was 
founded on the banks of the Vaigai, Korkai or KOL1CHOI of the 
Periplus at the mouth of the Tampraparni became the commercial 
capital of the kingdom and the seat of the heir-apparent, 

To the Cheras overseas commerce was no less important The 
greatest wars of the Cheras had been probably those with N AN NAN * 
of Tulunad and his allies the Kadar-Kadamba pirates. “Their 
particular service to civilization,” it has been remarked, “consisted 
in their suppression of this post of piracy on the west coast which 
both the first Chera known to us and his son took fo much pains to 
suppress, while other Cheras perhaps subordinate chieftains did make 
substantial contribution towards achieving this object. 8 ” The Tamil 
poet Paranar compares Chenguttuvan to a fisherman who constantly 
engaged himself on the sea to get rid of his enemies with a view to 
making the articles, coming over sea, available to those inside his own 
territory, 3 * * Another Tamil poet, Nappalcaiyar, alludes to the 


1 The Tamilian Antiquary, vol. I, no. 9 : The Origin of the 
Cranganore Temple, p. 39. 

2 S. Krishnaswamy Ayyanger, The Beginnings of South Indian 

History, p, 233, " : 

A Ibid .. n. wr 
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Chera sea power in the following comparison of himself with other 
poets : — 

“No rival bard I sing S We are little barks 
That sail not on the western main, 

Where Cheran's warlike fleets are seen.”' 1 
It does not stand to reason that Tiruvanjikkulam, consecrated by 
the installation of the PaTTINIDEVI at which were present many 
kings including Gajabahu of Ceylon, associated with the memories 
of the exploits of his ancestors, the trade centre of the empire in 
maintaining the security of which against the pirates his father lost 
his life and he himself spent the best part of his long reign, 
should have been lightly given up by Chenguttuvan, the contemporary 
of Ptolemy, in favour of a place which was situated in the north- 
eastern frontier of his empire and which has nothing to recommend it 
as an imperial capital and seat of government except the sanctity of 
the river on which it stands. 

Too much has been made in the past of the accuracy of Ptolemy’s 
geographical knowledge. Ptolemy compiled his account from various 
sources. He did not possess, as the author of the Peripius did, first- 
hand knowledge of the countries and towns which he mentioned in 
his geography. “Ptolemy’s is a map of utter confusion," says Me 
Crindle, 2 “'out of which it is very difficult to extract in a few instances 
any definite conclusions. He misconceived the form and configuration 
of the Indian peninsula. He had to fit his data derived from various 
sources such as maritime and land itineraries based upon real experi- 
ence into a framework to which they were wholly unsuited and this 
coukl be effected only by some Procrustean process or rather by a 
repetition of such processes concerning which we are left wholly in 
the dark.” ; 

The separate mention of MOUZIRIS and Karoura as the empori- 
um and the royal seat respectively can be explained. Mouziris 
was the port, where ships were unloaded and KAROURA was 
the name of the place where the palace was situated — a mile and a 
half from the port. The earlier writers — Pliny and the author of the 
Peripius — did not make any distinction between the bazaar and the 
royal palace. The KAROURA of Ptolemy could not therefore have 

1 Pope: Purnanuru , The Tamilian Antiquary, vol. I, no. 6, 
p. 66. 

2 Ancient India as described by Ptolemy, p. 3 r. 
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been the Karur of Bishop Caldwell; it must have been nothing else than 
Vanchi, the ancient capital of the Cheras in the neighbourhood of 
MOUZIRIS. The whole argument is clinched by the authoritative 
statement in the Tamil metrical dictionary, Tivakaram, that the 
modern name of Vanchi is Karur, 1 

K, V, Krishna Ayyar 


Condition of Education and Architecture 
in the Bahmani Kingdom 

In discussing the educational policy of the Bahmani sovereigns 
we should remember, at the very outset, that we shall err grievously 
if we apply the standard of modern age to a kingdom of the fourteenth 
or the sixteenth century whether in the East or in the West* In those 
days in the East and the West alike, encouragement of education and 
diffusion of knowledge among the people in a kingdom or empire 
depended mainly on the character of the reigning sovereign. If the 
king or the emperor was a lover of art and literature, much could 
be expected from him — he patronized them with a fostering care, 
subsidised schools and colleges in his kingdom or empire, appointed 
worthy men to act as teachers and professors and increased the dignity 
and grandeur of the court by collecting round him the rare intelli- 
gentsia of the age. It was in this way that, at one time, the court of 
Ghazni sprang out as the most splendid and dignified court in the 
whole of Asia. In Indian History, during the Pre-Mughal period 
Sultan Nasiruddin, Muhammad Tughlaq, Firuz Tughlaq, and during 
the Mughal period Babaiy Humayun, Akbar, Jahangir, Shah Jahan 
and Aurangzib were all men of letters who patronized literature and 
science with a very open and liberal mind* Many of them even in- 
vited scholars from other parts of Asia to adorn their courts. Under 
the fostering care of these sovereigns, education increased among 
the people, and schools and colleges were established in many 
parts of the Empire with good foundations for their support Thus on 
the one hand as we find a very promising and glowing picture of the 
condition of education in Mediaeval India, on the other hand, we also 


I Gazetteer of the Malabar District, p. 31, 
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find that there were many sovereigns like Ruknuddin, Masud or 
Kaiqubad who were not only wanting in the capacity to encourage 
art and literature but also in a way, direct or indirect, hampered their 
spontaneous growth by giving rise to unnecessary commotions and 
civil strife in the Kingdom. Under the suzerainty of these sovereigns 
the natural consequence was that many schools had to be dissolved 
for want of fund and royal patronage, and teachers starved and educa- 
tion dwindled. 

Thus, in going through the pages of Mediaeval Indian History we 
have to move from one extreme to the other, All on a sudden amidst 
confusion and disorder, a court sprang up as the most dignified and 
full of literary ornaments — a sublime and hallowed atmosphere of 
literary activities flowed throughout the country, new schools and 
colleges were started with fresh subsidies, but the next moment the 
sovereign died and happened to be succeeded by a man of different 
temparament ; good attempts fell to the ground and the scholars had 
to find out means elsewhere to support themselves. In these days 
neither in the East nor in the West was there a Department of educa- 
tion and special provision to finance it — the main determining factor 
being the sovereign. If he was favourably inclined, he might, by one 
stroke of the pen, do everything for the diffusion of knowledge and 
education among his subjects but if he took a different attitude, edu- 
cational institutions dwindled for want of fund and royal patronage* 
Such was the condition of education in the Mediaeval period 

Happily for us, the kingdom of which we are going to speak 
shows a bright picture in regard to this matter, Mr, Iswari Prasad 
is perfectly justified when he says ‘‘The Bahmani kings— sometimes 
even the most tyrannical of them — were patrons of art and letters 
and encouraged education." [Mediaeval India by Mr, Iswari Prasad, 
page 350 ; see also Dr. N. N. Law's Promotion of Learning in India 
during Muhammadan Rule (pp. 80-91) which is a very learned 
treatise on the subject.] 

The first two sovereigns — Allauddin Hassan and Muhammad 
Shah I devoted their energies more to the annexation and consoli- 
dation of their kingdom than to any peaceful cultivation of art or 
literature* 

Muhammed Shah II was of a somewhat different nature. He 
was a lover of peace and he directed his attention to the peaceful 
cultivation of literature and the spread of education among his 
subjects, “He founded masjids established public schools and 
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monasteries” (Burhan-i-Maasir by J. S. Mill, pages 32-33) in his 
kingdom "with ample foundations for their support” and took special 
care to uplift the social and moral condition of the people. Ferishta 
says — “He established orphan schools at the cities of Kulburga, Bidar, 
Kandahar j Elichpur, Dowlatabad, Choal, Debul and in some other 
great towns” (Briggs’ Ferishta, vol. II pp. 349-50) and “appointed 
stipends for the expounders of the scriptures.” 

He had a “taste for poetry and wrote some elegant verses.” 
His liberality brought to his court many learned men from the various 
peoples of Central Asia, and Ferishta says, “The fame of the king’s 
taste, his affability and munificence spread so widely that the 
celebrated poet of Shiraj, Khwaja Hafiz, determined to visit the 
Deccan,” in response to his invitation by the Sultan but was prevented 
by an accident. He, however, wrote an ode and sent it to the king who 
was so highly pleased to receive it that he “entrusted a thousand pieces 
of gold to Muhammad Kasim Meshidi, one of the learned men at 
at Kulburga, to purchase whatsoever, among the productions of India, 
was likely to prove most acceptable in order to send them to the 
poet at Shiraj.” (Briggs’ Ferishta, vol. II, p. 349). 

Firuz Shah was a prince of great culture and literary attainments. 
“He was a good poet, often made extempore verses, was well- 
acquainted with several sciences and particularly fond of natural 
philosophy. On Saturdays, Mondays and Thursdays, he heard 
lectures on botany, geometry, and logic generally in the day, but if 
business interfered, at night. It is said, that he even excelled Muham- 
mad Tughlaq in literary attainments.” (Briggs’ Ferishta, vol. II, 
pp. 368-69). “He had so excellent a memory that he could converse 
in many languages,” such as, Arabic, Persian, Guzrati, Bengali, 
Marathi etc. “He used to say that kings should draw around them 
the most learned and meritorious persons of all nations, so that from 
their society thay might obtain information, and thus reap some of 
the advantages acquired by travelling into distant regions of the globe.” 
(Briggs’ Ferishta, vol, II, p. 369). 

His brother Ahmad Shah was also a lover of culture and educution 
and his generosity and munificence extended to all learned men in his 
kingdom. Shaikh Azari, one of the greatest poets of the age, "visited 
the Sultan’s court and composed two verses in eulogy of this palace 
(palace at Bidar) and the Sultan was so pleased that he presented him 
with 700,000 Dakhami tankah.” (Burhan-i-Maasir by J.S. Mill, p. 62). 

Allauddin II was also a lover of literature and science and en- 
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couraged education among his subjects. It was during his reign 
that Mahmud Gawan first landed in the Deccan and he was attracted 
to this part of India not only by its rich commerce but also by the 
famous literati of the age who illuminated the court of the Bah man! 
sovereigns. 

He was a good scholar, well-versed in Persian, both in prose and 
poetry and had a very good knowledge of Mathematics. Pozat-ul- 
Insha and Diwan-i-ashr are, according to Ferishta, the two most 
important productions of this versatile genius. He established a 
magnificent college at Bidar to which he attached a library consist- 
ing of 3000 books (Briggs’ Ferishta, vol. IT, p, 514), Whenever 
he was free from the bustles and turmoils of state affairs, he found 
pleasure to visit this college where he spent his time in the society 
of the learned and pious men. His munificence was not confined 
to the people of the Bahmani kingdom alone but it extended to many 
learned men in Central Asia as well. 

A careful perusal of the account of the Bahmani kingdom both in 
the Burhan-i-Maasir and Tarik-i-Ferishta furnishes us with a glowing 
impression that the eminent and distinguished learned men in the 
kingdom enjoyed a very high position in the state. 

Now, let us turn to architecture. The Bahmani sovereigns, it is true, 
did not erect buildings of great architectural importance like Jaunpur, 
but still the palace at Bidar and some beautiful mosques and mountain- 
fortresses which were built by them commanded admiration from 
travellers for many centuries. The palace at Bidar is thus described by 
Athnasius Nikitui — “The Sultan’s palace has seven gates.....*... this 
palace is very wonderful ; everything in it is carved or gilded, and, 
even to the smallest stone, is cut and ornamented with gold most 
wonderfully”. 

At Kulburga, the first capital of the Bahmani sovereigns, several 
beautiful buildings and mosques were built. Of the mosques built 
by the Bahmani sovereigns there was the great mosque at Kulburga 
winch was as Fergusson remarks “one of the most remarkable of 
its class in India and in some respects unique”. In this mosque 
them was some novelty in its “arrangement of the roof and arched 
screens” which attracted special attention. Instead of placing the 
arched screens “in the usual way in front of the dhvan or sanctuary 
and sometimes in front of the corridors on the side facing the court- 
yard, they roofed over the whole area of the courtyard, about 126 
feet bv too feet, bv a series of sixty-three small domes of the 
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usual Hindu construction supported on columns, the corridors on 
the three sides of the quadrangle being covered by a similar series of 
transverse vaults, To admit light into this covered area the usual 
screens of quasi-Saracenic arches had to be placed on the outside 
of the quadrangle, the four corners of the latter being roofed over by 
domes of 25 feet in width. The sanctuary was roofed by one large 
dome of forty feet, raised on a clerestory, and flanked on either side by 
six small domes similar to those which covered the inner courtyard, 
The placing of the pointed arches on the extension of the quad- 
rangle makes this mosque appear to be more Saracenic in its design 
than usual” (Havell, Indian Architecture, pp. 60-63). 

“Besides the mosque, there is in Kulburga a bazar 570 feet long 
60 ft, wide, over all, adorned by a range of sixty one arches on either 
hand, supported by pillars of a quasi-Hindu character and with a 
block of buildings of a very ornamental character at either end”. 
(Indian and Eastern Architecture by Mr. Fergusson. p. 553). 

The magnificent college which Mahmud Gawan built at Bidar 
was also one of the most beautiful buildings which for many centuries 
proclaimed the artistic grandeur of the Bahmanids. (Burhan-i-Maasir 
by Mr. J.S. Mill pp. 104-105 $ Briggs* Ferishta, vol. II, p. 510). 

Of the forts built by the Bahmani sovereign, those at Normals, 
Gawaligarh, Parenda Ausa and Govul deserve special mention, 
some of them because of their architectural beauty and some of them 
because of their strategic importance. Meadows Taylor was simply 
charmed to see these mountain fortresses, which he described as 
“choice expressions of grandeur of design of mountain fortresses and 
tasteful and munificent execution”. 


Jogindra Nath Chowdhuri 



MISCELLANY 


A Note on the Vastrapatha-mahatmya of the 
Skanda Parana 

The value o£ the Puranas as “the most systematic record of Indian 
historical tradition” lias long been recognised by scholars, and the 
dynastic lists contained in them have been largely utilised in 
reconstructing the political history of Ancient India. Unfortunately 
attention has hitherto been focussed mainly on the Bha vhya nuklrtana 
sections, and one famous author makes himself responsible for the 
dictum that “all the historical statements of the Puranas are given 
in the form of prophecy, in order to maintain the appearance of great 
antiquity in the books, which in their oldest forms were undoubtedly 
very ancient” 1 As the account of the “future” kings in these prophetic 
passages “'stops with the imperial Guptas and their contemporaries/' 
the value of the Puranic texts as sources of Post-Gupta traditional 
history has not been sufficiently examined. 

It will be my endeavour in this short note to call attention to a 
legend in the extant Skanda Parana (VatigavasI Edition) in which 
we come across certain historical allusions that are not given in the 
form of prophecy, and can be made to yield information about kings 
who flourished long after the passing away of the Imperial Guptas. 

In the Prabhasa-khanda of the Skanda Purina, there is a section 
called Vastrapatha-mahatmya which is a collection of tales about the 
sacred sites of Vastrapatha or Girnar In Surastra or Kathiawad. 
The most conspicuous features of this region are the Mount Raivataka 
and the river Suvarna-rekha or Svarna-rekha 2 , perhaps identical with 
the Suvarna-sikata which is mentioned along with the PalasinI in the 
Junagadh Rock Inscription of the great f§aka Satrap Rudradaman.® 
Regarding the sanctity of this holy spot we have the following story: — 

In the days of yore there lived in Kanyakubja (Kanauj) a king 


X Smith, EHI 4 , p. 23. 

2 Etad Raivatakam ksetram Vastrapatham iti smrfcam / 
Suvarnarekha yatrastha nadi patakanasim// 

— Prabhasa-khanda, Vastrapatha-ksetra-mahatmya, h 2-3. 

3 Ep. Ind., VIIL 46. j 
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named Bhoja. 1 2 Once upon a time there came to him a V anapala (War- 
den of the Forests) who said, “Sire [deva) I have seen a woman with the 
face of a doe roaming with a herd of deer in the forests at Raivataka/ 3 
The king’s curiosity was roused. Collecting his troops he marched 
towards Raivataka and encircled the hill with a net. The deer-maiden 
was captured by the Baladhyaksa (general), and was taken by the 
king to Kanyakubja, where she recounted the story of her previous 
births, and spoke about the spiritual efficacy of the holy waters of the 
Suvarna-rekha. The king was much impressed with what he heard 
about Surastra and its holy spots from the maiden and a Brahmana 
from Kuruksetra, and expressed his resolve to abdicate in favour of 
his son, 3 so that he might be free to undertake a pilgrimage to those 
sacred spots. 

There are details in this, as in other priestly legends, which belong 
to the domain of fairy tales, and are absolutely unworthy of serious 
consideration. But there are three points which deserve examina- 
tion, These are (i) the mention of a king Bhoja who reigned 
at Kanauj, (2) the connection of that king with Surastra as evidenced 
by the appointment of a Vanapala 4 and the despatch of an army, 5 
and (3) his abdication in favour of his son. 

As to the first, inscriptions discovered at Bar ah 6 (near Cawnpore), 
Daulatpura 7 (in Jodhpur State), Deogadh 8 * * (in Jhansi), Gwalior/ 
Peheva* 0 (in Kama!) and Ahar 1 1 (in Bulandshahr District), prove that 
there was actually in the Gurjara Pratt hara dynasty of Northern 
India a king named Bhoja who had his capital at Mahodaya or 
Kanauj 12 and whose dates probably ranged from V. S. 893 to H. S. 298 


1 Kanyakubje mahaksetre raja Bhojeti visrutah / 

Pura punyayuge dharmyah prajadharmena sasati / 

— Vastrapatha-mahatmya, VI. 20. 

2 Ibid o verses 22f; 127-129 “Surasfcradese bhavita mrgl 

Raivatake girau.” 

3 Ibid,, X, 15, 4 Ibid., vi. 22f, 

5 Ibid., vi. 25!, 6 Ep. Inch, xix (1927). 15L 

7 Ep, Ind., v, pp, 2o8f. JRAS, 1909, p. 265. 8 Ep. Ind,, iv. 309!. 

9 Ep. Ind., i. I57f ; xviii. 99. 10 Ep. Ind., i. 184b 

IX Journal of the U. P. Historical Society, vol. iii, The Ahar 

Stone Inscription by C. D. Chatterjee. 

X2 In Ep. Ind., xix (p. 17) Mr, H. !§astri opines that Mahodaya was 

not Kanyakubja, and that Skandhavara does not mean ^ajadhani/ 
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i.e., A. D, 836 to 904-5. The name Bhoja was also borne by one of 
his grandsons, as we learn from the Bengal As. Soc.’s plate of the 
Maharaja Vinayakapaladeva issued 1 from Mahodaya. 

Regarding the second point we should note that Nagabhata II, 
grandfather of Bhoja, is known to have held the hill-forts of Anarta 
(in Kathiawad), 2 and the supremacy of Mahendrapala I, son and 
successor of Bhoja, was acknowledged by Sri Dhlka, Balavarman and 
his son Avanivarman II Yoga who ruled over parts of the "Saurastra 
Mandate..” 5 As (Vahuka) dhavala, great-grandfather of Avanivarman 
II, claims to have defeated Dharma (pala), the great rival of Nagabhata 
II, great-grandfather of Mahendra, it is not improbable that the family 
of Avanivarman II had entered into feudatory relations with the 
Imperial Pratlharas as early as the time of Nagabhata II, and it was 
apparently under his banner that Vahukadhavala marched against 
Dharmapala, 1 In view of the political relation between Surastra 
and Kanauj existing from the time of Nagabhata II to that of his 
great-grandson Mahendrapala, the episode of the Vastrapatha- 
mahatmya acquires a new significance. The Haddala plates of the 
Capa Mahasamantadhipati Dharanlvaraha, a feudatory of the Raja- 
dhiraja Mahlpaladeva,* supply us with an additional link in the 
chain connecting Kathiawad with the Pratlharas of Kanauj. 

Regarding point (3) viz. that relating to the alleged abdication of 
Bhoja, king of Kanauj, we should refer to the anomaly presented by 
the inscription of the time of Mahendrapala I, dated 893-94, and the 
Ahar stone inscription furnishing the dates 864-865, 865-866, 867-868, 
886, 886-887, 888-889, 902-903 and 904-905 and purporting to belong 

Regarding the identity of Mahodaya, see Sabdakalpadruma : “Maho- 
dayam Puravisesah— tatparyayah Kanyakubjam .Gadhipuram Kausam 
Kusasthaiam iti Hemacandrah.” Cf. $rl Kanyakubja of the Khalimpur 
Ins. of Dharmapala and Mahodaya-sr! of the Bhagalpur plate of 
Narayana-pala; also Balaramayana, Act X, 86-90, and Kavya Mlmamsa, 
p. xxiii. As to Skandhavara, see Pavanaduta, “Skandhavaram Vijaya- 
.puram ity unnatam rajadhanim.” 

1 Kielhorn, Northern Ins., No. 544. 

2 Sagar Tal. Ins., Arch, S. I. R., 1903-4, 281; Ep. Ind,, xviii, ed. 
by R. C. Majumdar, p, 108, 

3 Ep. Ind., IX, if 

4 R. D. Banerji, Bangajar Itihasa, p, 167. 

e Tfiplhnm. Northern Ins,, No, 353- 
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to the reign of his father Bhoja. Mr. C. D. Chatterjee seeks to 
explain the anomaly in two ways. “One of them is to assume that 
a portion of the (Ahar) inscription was engraved in A. D. 865-866 
during the administration of Bhoja I, but other portions were added 
later on.” The other is to surmise that '‘the mention of the different 
dates, for the different gifts brought together for record in one and 
the same inscription, indicates that there was a transfer to stone of a 
copy of all the deeds made on less durable materials, later than 904-905 
A. D.” But the possibility that Bhoja actually abdicated temporarily 
about A. D. 893 cannot be entirely excluded in view of the king's 
resolve alluded to in the Skanda Purana : — 

Tyaktva rajyam priyan putran pattyasva-ratha-kunjaran 

Putram rajye pratisthapya gantavyam nisei tarn maya. 1 


In the Rajatarahgini we have the instance of king Ananta 
abdicating in favour of his son Kalasa and again resuming control 
over a part of the kingdom. 2 There are certain indications which 
point to the fact that Bhoja I was not the only king of the Praiihara 
line of Kanauj whose reign ran into that of his son. The reign of 
Vinayakapala, (93*~954) 3 for instance, is in part co*eval with that 
of his son Mahendrapala II (946 a. D .), 4 and Mahendra's brother 
or cousin Devapala (948-49). 5 It is easy to suggest that we have to 
do with two different Vinayakas, one flourishing before Mahendrapala 
II, and the other after Devapala. But anything in the nature of a 
proof is not forthcoming, and conjectural duplication of kings in such 
cases is not always a satisfactory solution of the problem, specially 
in view of the fact that simultaneous rule of father and son 6 or of 
uncle and nephew, 7 8 and the abdication of a father in favour of his 
son/ and resumption of control on account of the son's in- 


1 Vastrapatha-mahatmya, X. 15. 

2 Taraiiga VII. 231-233, 245, 322 f. 

3 Majumdar, Gurjara Pratiharas, pp, 54 (esp, the footnote) and 62. 

4 Ep. Ind., XIV, p 176 f. 

5 Kielhorn, Northern Ins., No 31, Ep. Ind., I, 173, XIV. 179-180. 

_ 6 CaK > b - H ist. Ind., vol. I. 572-573, Smith, E H I*. p, 486 (con- 
joint reign of Cola kings). 

7 Camb. Hist. Ind., vol. I, 574, 578. 

8 Cf. the case of Ananta in the Rajatarangini, and of Vigraha- 
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capacity, 1 or other reason, are not rare phenomena in Ancient Indian 
History. 

H. C. Ray Chaudhurx 


Date of Balialasena 

The question of the time when Balialasena, the greatest of the 
Sena kings of Bengal and one of the most prominent figures in the 
history of Bengal, reigned has given rise to a good deal of controversy 
among scholars. It is true that in some Mss. of two of his works — 
the Danasagara and the A dbh utasagara — there are found verses which 
expressly refer to the time when the works were composed. Thus 
one verse in the Danasagara mentions 1091 E. (1169 A. D.) as the 
time when the Danasagara was composed 2 and from two introductory 
verses found in some Mss. of the Adbhutasagara we learn that the 
hook was begun in 1090 S. E. (ti68 a.D.) but the king raised his son 
to the throne before he could complete it. 3 

But the dates as given in these works have been rejected by some 
scholars, for they are suspected to be spurious, not being found in all 
Mss, of the books. 

The genuineness of these verses and the dates contained in tjaem 
were sought to be proved from definite external evidence in a paper 
published in IHQ vol. Ill, pp. 186 ff., in which I deduced 
the date of accession of king Laksmanasena from a verse occurring at 
the end of the Sadtfktikarnamrta, an anthological work by Srtdhara- 


“Tapo mamastu rajyam te dvabhyam uktam id am dvayoh 
Yasmin Vigrahapalena Sagarena ' Bhagirathe.” 

(Bhagalpur grant of Narayanapala). 

1 Cf, the case of Kalasa in the Rajatarangim. In the Catalogue 
of the Coins of the Andhra Dynasty, the Western Ksatrapas etc., 
p. cxxiv fif. Rapson points out that the satrap Jlvadaman reigned 
twice, and the two reigns are separated by a long interval during which 
his uncle Rudrasiiriha I appears twice as Ksatrapa and Mahaksatrapa, 

2 Catalogue of Sanskrit Mss . in the India Office Library , p. $45* 

3 R. G, Bhandarkar, Report on the Search of Sanskrit Mss . (188 f 
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dasa, a contemporary of Laksmanasena, being the son of Vatudasa, 
a mah asa inant acTidamani and friend of the king. 

I have now come across some additional internal evidence which 
leaves little doubt regarding the genuineness of the verses and clearly 
confirms the dates given therein. 

In the Adbhutasagara 1 itself in more than one place, explicit 
reference is made to the year of commencement of the work which 
agrees with what is given in the introductory verse. 2 * * * & Various astro- 
nomical calculations are referred to that year. Thus in the sections 
dealing with Parvesvaraganana (p. $ 9 )> sastyabda-yug aganana (p.125) 
and Varsadh ipaganana (p.235), the calculations are all made from 
the year when the book was commenced. 

The introductory lines in each of the above cases record this fact 
in definite terms [e, g. ath a dbli u ia ra in b/ia-Sa ka bdd t parvesvara-gananam 
(here begins the calculation of parvehvara beginning from the year 
when the Adbhutasagara was commenced) ]. These all refer to 1090 

E. in identical terms (viz. kha-nava-dasa). It is not reasonable to 
hold, even for the sake of argument, that all these consistent passages 
were interpolated by some designing person or persons. It is thus 
quite clear that Ballala was reigning in 1090 &E. i.e. 1168-1169 A.D. 

In another place again in the Adbhutasagara the date of accession of 
Ballalasena is clearly referred to thus : <{ bhuja-vasu-daha-mita-hake 
Brimad- Ballalasena -ra fyada u varsaikasastibkogo munibhir vihiio 
visa k hay am P 

(In the f§aka year bhufa { 2) vasu (8) dasa (1082 S.E.) in the 
beginning of the reign of Ballalasena, the munis had remained 61 
years in the asterism of Visakha.) 


1 Edited .by Pandit Muralldhar Jha Jyotisacarya and published 
by Prabhakari and Co,, Benares Cant., 1905. 

2 The reading of the introductory verse giving the date of 

composition of the work as given in the published edition referred to 

above does not seem to be quite correct. It reads Bake navasia- 

khendvakhye (1089 $. E.) instead of Bake kha-nava-khendvabde (1090 

& E.) as usually met with. Of course, this makes a difference of one 
year only. But as we shall presently see, 1090 is the year consistently 
referred to in other places of the work as the year of commencement. 
Further the use of akhye (named) is not quite happy as evidently 
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Manomohan Chakravartl was the first man to draw the attention of 
scholars to this passage (JASB, 1906, p. 17 f. n.). But he read 
m n nir~v ini hit 0 visemyam which was apparently a wrong reading con- 
veying 110 sense. He also curiously interpreted bhuj&vasu-daia as 
referring to roSi though bhuja (arms) always indicates two and not one . 

Mr. Harit Krishna Dev, M. A. has contributed the following note 
on this verse 

The beginning of Ballalasena’s reign is here referred to as the year 
1082 of the Saka era, when, it is added, the munis {is. the Saptarsis) 
had been 61 years in Visakha (naksatra). According to the Saptarsi 
cycle, the Saptarsis are said to remain for 100 years in each of the 
27 naksatras a complete revolution being effected in 2700 years. 1 
In the present passage, the Visakha centennium is taken to have 
commenced in A. D. 1099 ( = Saka 1082 — 61). Visakha being the 16th 
naksatra, counting from Asvini, the next previous Asvini centennium 
thus began in B.C. 402 (=1500*1098). Counting back 2700 years, 
we arrive at B.C. 3102 ( = 402 4 - 2700) as the starting point of the earlier 
Asvini centennium. 

We notice here a departure from the usual Saptarsi reckoning, 
which places the initial point of the Saptarsi cycle in B.C. 3077-6. 
For this departure, the following explanation may be suggested. 
There was a tradition placing the Bharata War in B.C, 3102. 3 
The author of the Adbhutasagara seems to have combined the view 
that the Saptarsi cycle began about the Bharata war with the idea 
that the beginning must be with Asvini as the first naksatra. In 
ch. 13 of the Brhaf-samhita of Varaha Mihira (6th cent. A.D.), we are 
told vaguely that 2526 years before the $aka era, in the time of 
Yudhisthira, the Saptarsis were in the Magha naksatra. In the 
Matsya, Vayu and Brahxnanda Puranas, (5th-6th cent A. D.) the 
Saptarsis are stated to have been in the Magha naksatra in the time 
of Panksit 

It may reasonably be hoped that the facts put forward above will 
be able to put a stop to the long standing controversy regarding the 
date of Ballalasena and finally settle it, 

Chintaharan Chakravarti 


x For an explanation, see JASB, 1925, pp. 22 gf(. 
2 Cf, JR AS, 1911, pp| 67 Sffi 




Was the Equation of Time known to the Vedie Sages ? 

There are evidences in a few Vedic hymns which go to prove 
that the Vedic sages had a distinct idea of the equation of time 
and have described it in an allegorical story. We have a number of rks 
in the First, Fourth, Fifth and Eighth Books of the Ev. s which deal 
with the conflicts between the Sun and a horse-god Etasa in which 
Indra intervened. In Ev. I, 121, 13, Etasa is said to draw the chariot 
of Indra, In Ev. 1 , 61 , 15 and XIII, J, II, Indra is said to have 
helped and protected Etasa in his conflict with the Sun. In Ev., 
IV, 17, 14, it is said that Indra urged the chariot-wheel of the Sun 
forward, but checked Etasa who was speeding on his way. In Ev., 
IV, 30, 6 we find that Indra took the Sun as an enemy and protected 
Etasa. In V, 29, 5 we see that Indra obstructed the motion of 
the Sun's horses moving forward for Etasa. Lastly it is said in 
I, 175, 4 and V, 31, 13, that Indra, having previously stolen one 
of the two wheels of the Sun's chariot, obstructed the way of the same, 
when there was a conflict between the Sun and Etasa. 

The whole story, when constructed from these scattered and 
fragmentary notes runs like this : There was a conflict between the 
Sun and Etasa, Indra intervened in the contest. On one occasion 
he helped Etasa and stole away one of the two wheels of the Sun's 
chariot so as to lower the speed of the Sun in favour of Etasa; 
on a second occasion, he enhanced the speed of the Sun and made 
him go faster than Etasa by checking the latter. 

Now we come to interpret the actual natural phenomenon depicted 
in this allegorical story. The horse EtaSa, in our opinion, is the 
mean sun. The conflict between the Sun and Etasa is simply the 
meeting together of the true or apparent sun and the fictitious or 
mean sun. Now what has got Indra to do in this conflict? Indra 
is the god of the summer solstice. This has been definitely proved 
beyond doubt in Plunket's Ancient Calenders and Constellations, 
P* n 5 ’ know that the equation of time has two components, one 
of which is the obliquity of the ecliptic and the other is the eccentricity 
of the orbit of the earth. The equation of time due to the first cause 
makes the true, and mean sun meet (that is, becomes O) in the two 
equinoctial and solstitial points. But the combined effect is to place 
the meeting point, not exactly in these places but very 
close to them, Indra, on one occasion, made the speed of Etasa 
slower than that of the sun ; this means that the mean sun was 
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slower than the true. sun. that Is, the equation of time was minus, which 
is actually the case when the Sun runs from the vernal equinox to 
the summer solstice. On another occasion, Indra made the speed of 
the Sun slower than that of Etasa ; this Indicates that the true sun 
was slower than the mean sun, ' that is, the equation of time was plus f 
which Is the case when the sun passes from the summer solstice to 
the autumnal equinox. 

This is the only feasible explanation which can be given of the 
myth referred to above. It is my humble request that the oriental 
scholars may consider this problem seriously as it has an important 
bearing on the vexed question of the libration of the equinoxes in 
Hindu Astronomy. 

Ekendranath Ghosi-i 


Date of the Mrcchakatika 


I am surprised to see the note written by Rai Bahadur Hiralal in 
the Journal of the Bihar and Orissa Research Society, June, 1928, on 
my paper ‘‘The Date of Mrcchakatika from astrological Data." This 
note tries to minimise the value of my astrological investigation and 
ascertainment of the date of the Mrcchakatika. 

My article appeared in JDL, vol xiv (C.U.). Rai Bahadur Hiralal 
says that my paper contains only /^discoveries which are really 
Pandit Hirananda Sastri’s, viz. (1) that Mars is adverse to Jupiter and 
(2) that it is mentioned by Varahamihira and that therefore the 
Mrcchakatika is older than Varahamihira. Here I would point out to 
the readers that if they read my paper they would find much more 
than these two things only. With regard to the first point the text of 
the Mrcchakatika has S *A ngafakavi ruddhasya praksmasya BrhaspatehP 
So If there is any credit for this discovery. it goes to the author of the 
Mrcchakatika and not to H, Sastri. Now, as to the alleged 
second discovery about this theory of friendship of planets being 
known to Varahamihira, I would say that it is known to all 
astrologers Inasmuch as these passages occur in that extremely 
popular manual of Astrology, namely the Brhajjataka. But 
what do those passages alone prove and wherein does Pandit 
Hirananda Sastri 5 s discovery He ? Rai Bahadur Pliralal means 
to say that PI. Sastri is the first to discover the clue to the date of 
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the Mrccliakatika in these passages of Varahamihira. In his Introduction 
(which I had not the good fortune of reading before now), 
H. Sastri says that the Mrccliakatika is posterior to the Manavadharma- 
sastra and anterior to Varahamihira. According to Jolly, Manava- 
dharmasastra belongs to not later than the 2nd or 3rd century A.C., and 
Prof. Keith gives the limit as 200 B.C. to 200 A. c. (History of 
Sans. Lit, p. 441). H. Sastri has indicated that the Mrccliakatika 
was written somewhere between the 3rd century B.C. and the 5th 
century A. C., i. e., somewhere within a period of 800 years. On the 
contrary, any reader would find that in my paper I have ransacked the 
whole astrological literature from the earliest period down to the 
present times and have found out a Posterior Yavana School and have 
fixed the time-limit of the drama within a hundred years only. 

In conclusion, I would request the readers to go through my article 
in the JDL in full and carefully note how my arguments are not based 
upon only one or tivo passages of the Brhajjataka alone, but upon a com- 
parative study of the whole domain of astrological literature, and how 
my ascertainment of the time-limit (viz., a space of 100 years 
only) differs from that of H. Sastri. Indeed, the ascertainment 
of an author’s time within a space of 800 years profits very little the 
history of Sanskrit literature. 

J. C. Ghatak 


Matilakam 

There is a place called Matilakam, about four miles to the north 
of Cranganur. It originally belonged to Cochin. Now it is a desamin 
Pappinivattam, the southern am§am of the Ponnani Taluk in the 
Malabar District. There are a post office and a police station there now ; 
and a fair is held on every Monday. The people of that locality are 
mostly Mussal mails and Christians who have their mosque and church 
respectively. Matilakam means a place within a wall or walls; We 
shall presently see how it came to be called so. 

In ancient days, there was a famous temple in that place, dedi- 
cated to Siva, and common to all the sixty-four gramams of the 
Nambufisrl Brahmins. Tne wealth and status of the temple may 
easily be inferred from the fact that the daily ordinary offering to 
the deity consisted of food prepared from 101 paras of rice. The? 
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north to south boundary walls of this temple extended from Trppekku- 
Jam in the north to Nfiranjerikkulam in the south, a distance of about 
a mile and a half. These tanks must originally have been very 
large ; but the major part of the former has been converted into an 
extensive cocoanut plantation, while all but a small portion of the 
latter is a paddy-field to-day. Trppekkulam was used by the priests 
of the temple for their daily baths and ablutions 5 and it contained 
lotuses of diverse colour and exceeding beauty. Besides these two 
cisterns, there was a tank on the western side of the western wall, 
called Chempalikkulam, intended for the cleaning of the vessels which 
belonged to the temple. It now is so filled up with earth that it is 
used for raising crops of paddy, and is called Chem pal ippa tom, 
It was in the upper hall of the tank-shed of this reservoir that the 
parliament of the Perumals sat on all working days. It was called the 
Vidvalsabha, the assembly of the wise, a sort of witenagemot, to 
direct studies, to enact laws and even to give the last word on political 
matters. 

When Bhaskara Ravi Varma, one who is known as the last of 
the Perumals, renounced his temporal powers, he gave the jurisdic- 
tion of the whole of Cranganur (Kodungallur Nattakam) to Pafcin.- 
jattyefcatt Bhattatiri, the gramadhayakshan, the headman of the 
Airanikkulam village. But the temple affairs were left in the hands 
of Tekketett and Vatakkefcett Nairs. Even during the rule of the 
Perumals, these Nairs, as the Uralers, were managing the affairs of the 
Matilakam temple unquestioned. 

After the abdication of Bhaskara Ravi Varma, these two Nair 
families wanted to erect six more walls round the temple at conveni- 
ent distances and to permit people of different castes to occupy 
each enclosure. This decision created a disturbance among the 
Nambutiris of the Irifinalakkuday gramam as the outermost wall 
would have to be built inside their samketam. The Nairs began to 
build this one first. Importunities were of no avail $ open hostilities 
against these powerful families were beyond question. So a few of 
the prominent and enthusiastic Brahmins and some of their adherents 
from other creeds protested and lay in the trenches made for the erec- 
tion of the wall The Nambutiris were imprisoned, and an order was 
passed that the foundation be built over the bodies of those others who 
refused to leave the ditch. Next they resorted to another artifice 
called the Pafctini. Old and religious Nambutiris, well-versed in 
mantmvqdam. the science of spells and magic, were invited from all 
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parts of Kerala, to perform the necessary ceremonies to tide 
over their evil days. A sumptuous feast was prepared for them ; but 
when at .mid-day* after their prolonged prayers, all were seated for 
their meals and nice things served, one man stood up and requested 
the rest not to touch even a morsel of the food until their object was 
accomplished. Then all went out, washed their hands and gathered 
round the sacrificial pit into which all the eatables were thrown and 
they began to chant the incantations for the destruction of their foes. 
For forty-one days this fasting and this homam , oblation went on, and 
during that period, they subsisted on water and fruits alone. The 
tradition says that this procedure had the desired effect. Over a trifle, 
the Nair chieftains quarrelled, and their dissensions, in course of time, 
led to the decline and fall of those two families and of the famous 
Matilakam temple. 

Manimekbala and Silappacjhikaram are two of the panca- 
kavyas, five epics, of the Tamil literature. The former describes 
the circumstances under which the heroine, Manimekbala, the 
daughter of Kovilan, a rich merchant, renounced the world and 
took the vows of Buddhism. She comes to Vaiici (Tiruvanchikk- 
ulam in the Cochin State) to complete her higher studies, and 
to worship Kannaki, her step-mother. In the Cera capital she sought 
instruction from the professors of the Vedic, Saiva, Vaisnava, Ajivaka, 
Nigrantha, Samkhya and Vaisesika religions. Silappadhikaram is 
by Ilam-ko-Afcikal. This young ascetic prince was the second of the 
two sons of Son a Devi, the consort of Bana Varman Netumcheranatan, 
the Perumai who ruled Kerala from 1 1 5 A, C. to 12 ^ a. C. He became 
a Buddhist monk and lived not in the caitya near his father's palace 
but in the one at Matilakam, which place is also called Trgguna- 
vayil Kofcu, Trgguna-Matilakam, Trkkannamatilakam (the matilakam 
of oiva). He was appointed as the president, the examiner of the 
Vidvalsabha at Matilakam by Imaya Varman Chenkuttavan, his 
brother's son, who succeeded his father. It was this Perumai who set 
up the image of Kannaki at Cranganur, and had it consecrated by 
great priests in the presence of the kings of the Kongo, Malava and 
Lanka. Silappadhikaram commemorates the lives of Kovilan, the 
father of Manimekbala and of Kannaki, his wife. Before we leave 
these two classics, allow me to say in passing that Manimekbala had 
her studies in Matilakam where the assembly of the wise, Vidval- 
sabha served the purpose of a great University as well, and was 
adorned bv the oresence of renowned Sanskrit and Tamil ooets. 
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Buddhist and Jaina scholars and erudite pandits in every department 
of knowledge, temporal and spiritual. Both these epics were for the first 
time published by the assembly of the wise at Matilakam. Chittala 
Chattanar the author of Manimekhala, and llam-ko-Atikal were great 
friends Later on, at the time of the composition of the Suka-sandesa- 
Hvya in which the forlorn lover at Rameswaram sends his message to 
his lady-love at Matilakam, the aspect of this place must have been 
greatly altered. For in that we find Bhadrakall to be worshipped in the 
temple which was originally dedicated to Kannaki ; and there is no 
allusion in the description of Matilakam to a caitya, a vihara or a witen- 
agemot but only to the Siva temple of the place. 

The date of this beautiful lyrical poem Purva-sandesa is variously 
aiven • but all are agreed that it cannot be later than the close of the 
“ 5tll century A.C. The sandesam no doubt speaks of a period when the 
Perumals ruled ; and the absence of references to the other salient 
features of Matilakam, Vanchi and Cranganur can only be attributed to 
the ignorance of the poet of the history of its ancient days with which 
he was dealing. It is perhaps relevant to state that the date of the 
two Tamil poems already referred to was the 2nd. century A.C. 

It is remarkable from several points of view that there 

should have existed two Buddhistic caityas and a Nigrantha 

monastery in the vicinity of the palace of the Perumals and very 
near the famous Siva temples of Matilakam and Tiruvanchikkulam. 
It is stated that, somewhere about the middle of the first century B.C., 
during the time of Kovilan, the ninth ancestor of Kovilan of the epic 
fame^a Buddhist monk, Dharmasasana by name, came from Ceylon 
on a visit to the then Perumal at Vanchi and got his leave to build 
one of the aforesaid caityas. The word caitya is from Sanskrit 

cita, a funeral pyre. There are two sorts of caityas, the solid ones 

and the hollow ones. The former commemorate some important 
events, and the latter contain relics of great persons. These caityas 
gradually become places of worship like the graves of Mussalman 
saints, "is the Cranganur temple an instance of this evolution ? The 
date of the Suka-sandsfiam remains to be correctly ascertained . 1 

T, K. Krishna Menon 


1 Let me state here with gratitude that, in the preparation, of this 
oaoer I made use of an article in Mitavadi,. twd articles in Rasika- 


Sankisa as a Jama Tlrtha 

Sankisa is a village in the Farrukhabad district of the United Provin- 
ces, and it contains an ancient site, which has been explored and 
partly excavated by the Archaeological Department of the Government 
of India. It represents the old city of Sankasya . Fa-Hian, the Chinese 
traveller called it by this name 1 ; but Hiuen-Tsang named this very 
locality as Kie-pi-tha (Kapitthika) 2 as well. And he is right in doing 
so, for, it is apparent from the evidence of the Sanskrit literature 
that Kapitthika, Kampilya and Sankasya are synonymous terms for 
the one and the same locality. According to Mahld harass commen- 
tary on the Brhajfataka , Kapitthika is the village of Kampillya* 
and Kasikavrtti of Panini (iv, 2, 121) makes it synonymous with 
Sankasya. This identification is also supported by the Jaina tradition. 
The Jainas say that the place of the birth, renunciation and 
Bodhi or Kevalajfiana of their 13th Tlrthankara Sri Vimalanatha 
is Kampilya, which is described in the Jaina Sastras as a very large 
city 4, — comprising in it a large area of many miles of the country 
lying around the modern village of Kampilla (the old Kampilya) in 
the Kaimganj tahsil of the Farrukhabad district. Modem Kampilla and 
Sankisa are, also, not far off from each other. Thus Kampilya and 
Sankasya were identical to one and the same locality at' a certain 
time and the connection of Jainism with them is also apparent. 

Rahgim, Keralacaritam by Mr. G. Krishna Pisharody, Tamils 
1800 years ago by Mr. Kanakasabha Pillai, a Primer on Tamil Litera- 
ture by Mr. Purnalingam Filial, two pamphlets on Samgam Age 
by Mr. K. G. Sesha. [Tr. Manimekhala by Dr. S, Krishnaswami 
Aiyangar and Dr. K. Sankara MenotTs Introduction to his edition 
of Bhadanta Nagarjuna’s Rasa-vaisesika Sutra, I found, contain 
relevant matter for my paper. But I regret I could not make use 
of them, as these came into my hands only after the paper was read 
before the Kerala Society.] 

1 Fa-Hian (Hindi Ed. Indian Press), p. 35-36. - 

2 The Ancient Geography of India (New Ed.), p. 423. 

3 "Kapitthake Kampillakhye grame”— quoted by Mr. Hlranand 
Sastrl in the ‘Sir Asutosh Memorial Volume/ pt. I, p. 231. 
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When Fa-Hian reached Saukasya, he found the Jainas and the 
Buddhist quarrelling among themselves over this sacred place. The 
Jainas claimed it to be their own Tlrtha and the Buddhists, too, 
brought forward the same claim. 1 However, the latter were triumphant 
so the Chinese traveller says : Whatever may be the case, no doubt 
Jainas lost their influence over this place long ago, though they 
remained sticking to it. So there still survives a Jaina tempie in 
the vicinity of Sankisa at the village of Sarai. 

I look upon Sfu'ikasya as the very place, where Lord Vimalanatha 
renounced the world and gained the supreme knowledge by destroy- 
ing the influence of evil Karinas {agkas). This identification 
has an independent support other than the above Jaina tradition, 
from a surviving small village by name Aghatia , which is situated in 
the neighbourhood of SankaSya and contains a mound — from which 
a very nice and ancient Jaina image was discovered in the last year. 
Its very name is significant, inasmuch as it appears to be the corrupt 
form of * Agha-hafa’-sihana, i.e. the place of destroying the agkas 
(evil karmas), which could be connected with the above Jaina 
Tirthankara, If only the mound of Aghatia could be excavated, I 
am sure, it will yield some very important things about Jainism. 

Kamta Prasad Jain 


Prasnottararatnamalika 


In the Descriptive Catalogue of Sanskrit Manuscripts in the 
Government Collection under the care of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, 
vol. i, Buddhist Manuscripts, 1917, pp. 177*178, Mahamahopadhyay a 
Hara Prasad Sastri describes “A broken palm-leaf, written in the 
Bengali character of the twelfth century” which is found in a codex 
(No, 9995). ‘‘Only one side” of the leaf “can be read, the other side 
being darkened with ink.” Then he gives twelve lines in Sanskrit 
contained in that leaf beginning with 

°kah paravaSata kim saukhyam sarvasangativiratir ya 
and ending in 

kutra vidheyo yatno vidyabhyase’pyosadhipradanesu 

kavadhlrana. 


Fa-Hian (Hindi), p. 35-36, 


liiii 
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As there is nothing mentioned in the catalogue with regard to its 
identification it may be pointed out that the above lines are from the 
Prahnottararatnamalika (or °mala) a small treatise containing moral 
precepts in the form of a dialogue. It is attributed to the great 
f^ankaracarya. 1 * * * The lines in the fragment are the verses, 
12-17*4, of the said work of which there are different editions, 

There is a Tibetan version of it in the Tanjur (Mdo, Gi, 93^1 — 95s 
5 ; Go, lj2 h , 2 — 174a, 5 ; Cordier III, pp. 344, 4 8 3)> ancJ is called 
Vi m alaprahnottararatnamala (dri.-ma. med.-p'i. dris. Ian, rin.po.-che’L 
phrenrba, zes, bya.ba). The authorship is here ascribed to Maharaja 
paramakavi mahacarya Amoghodaya (rgyab-po chen.-po, sfian. 
nag. mkhan-gyi dam. pa. slop, dpon-chen.-po. don.-yod, *char). It 
seems that one may read in the Tibetan text char for 9 char t and 
thus the name of the author will be Amoghavar sa and not 
Amoghodaya. 

This Tibetan version was published for the first time with his 
German translation by Schiefner in 1858, and then by Foucaux together 
with the original Sanskrit and his own French translation in 1867. 
In the introduction Foucaux says that the Sanskrit original is in 
prose (“texte. Sanskrit qui est en prose”). But in reality it is in verse 
composed in Ary a metre. It appears that as the work is in the form 
of a dialogue and the short sentences are written in the text separately 
that fact escaped his notice, 

VlDHUSHEKHARA BHATTACARYA 


i But according to a Ms. no. 2628 in the Catalogue of the Sans- 

krit Manuscripts in the Fort William , published by J. Prinsep in 1838, 

it is ascribed to one Guru Asitapata or Guru Jaina Asitapata. See 

Cordier, vob III, 344, 
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Alveolar d and tt in Tamil-Malayalam 


tt 


The Alveolar plosive /, produced with the tip of the tongue on 
the roof of the mouth above the gums, occurs as a separate phoneme 
in Tamil-Malayalam, and is absent in other modern Dravidian 
dialects. Compare the following forms with different meanings : 

tt 

patti (clog) 
kutti (boy) 

vattu (to cause to fade) 
kotfcl (sounded) 
kattu (to show) 


patti (hood of snake) 
kutti (pierced) 
vattu (duck) 
kotti (pecked) 
kattu (having guarded) 


it 

pa//i (stuck) 
kutti (post) 
va#u (drain) 
ko#i (stork) 
ka//u (wind) 

The origin of Tamil-Malayalam t has to be traced to certain ancient 
phonological changes still peculiar to this group of languages, r (alveo- 
lar) and r (the latter much more than the latter) are sometimes pro- 
nounced with a certain amount of trilling in Tamil and Malayalam, 
and in this process of trilling, an alveolar t and, rarely, a retroflex t 
are incorporated. This was presumably so common a feature of ancient 
Tamil that even when r occurred singly it was sometimes pronounced 
as tt or dr, e.g. 

muru (three) *mu/ru vmM'U >munru (the value given to it in 
current Tamil) 

aru (six) >a£ru VaaTru 

Ancient verbs with the suffix-r like ur (to fix) retain alternative 
forms like unhru even today. 

The change of t ^d and the production of the nasal in muiwiru 
are to be accounted for by the fact that in Tamil, intervocal plosives, 
and plosives in contact with voiced consonants always become sonants. 
The t in such combinations became d, a voiced variety of the alveolar 
plosive ; often in such cases a spontaneous nasal intrusive also 
crept in. ■ ; ' x ; . - ’ ; 

When the r was stressed 1 as it had to be in some cases for the 


x Attempts have , been made to discredit what Caldwell in his 
grammar has described as the doubling of the surds and of r in the 
formation of certain inflexional terminations, causative verbs and 
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production of new grammatical forms, as for instances, the causal verb, 
and the adjectival components of Samasas, the sound that resulted 
was tt r, the doubling (of the symbol and then of the sound) being 
possible only in the plosive surds. Thus we have 
e/ifru (to raise)— causal of era 

Kayatfru (to pull up)— causal of Kayaru [ payaru 

paya//r (ankay) kind of deans ,— adjectival or transitival form of 

A second occasion for the production of the same sound arose in 
the assimilative process involved in the contact of certain alveolar 
sounds like 1 and n with the dental plosive. The new sound produced 
here is only t but owing to confusion with the tt sound produced 
from the trilling of r, it came to be combined with t so that 
$en</ru, Kondru etc., came to be the ultimate values given to 
sel + tu, kol + tu etc. 

$el (to enter) +tu (suffix of past time)^seldu >selr/u ^Btndn v 
Senairu. 

A third set of cases where the aveolar t arose was where an alveolar 
1, n or r came in contact with a following plosive, in which case 1, n or 
r was changed into the alveolar dental t, e.g. nal + pu «= na/pu etc. It will 

adjectival samasas. Caldwell’s critics postulate the assimilative 
influence of an older-t in all such cases. It is true that a suffix* t 
was active in certain inflexional terminations (like the irregular neuter 
nouns of Telugu etc.) and in certain causals (like vlltu from vil etc,) ; 
but these cases, in my opinion, should be distinguished from the older 
practice of forming new grammatical categories by means of what 
Caldwell described as doubling but what really is the preservation, 
under the influence of stress, of the surd value in the case of plosives 
and the incorporation of the alveolar t in the case of r . That such 
an ancient method should have been operative would be clear from 

(i) the practice in modern Kui of converting sonants into surds 
under the influence of stress* (see Friend- Per ura’s grammar, pages 17,31); 

(ii) the development in Tulu of d, through the alveolar d, from 
an older r (cf. instances in Tulu like kudi, term of Tulu with ku n) ; 

and (iii) the absence of any sound like t in adjectival samasas like 
valekkya y {plantain fruit), ulladakkam (restraint), marakkotnbu (branch 
of tree) etc., where, if an old t had existed, it could not have been 
lost ; whereas in the case of similar samasas like a#ru-ttannlr (river- 
water), ve//rilai (betel leaf) etc. the alveolar tt should have been the 
result of the incorporation of the sound by stressed r. 
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be observed that in these cases, no r became attached to the pure 
alveolar plosive . 

Thus the alveolar i and d owe their origin mainly to three different 
processes operative in Tamil : 

1. Trilling of r whereby t was incorporated, especially when r was 
stressed, 

. 2, Assimilation of the dental plosive to alveolar sounds, ■ 

3. The change of an alveolar 1 or r into an alveolar - plosive, when 
in contact with other plosives. 

It is worthy of mention here that the scheme of the Tamil 
alphabet, in so far as the plosives are concerned, has a greater 


consistency than the Sanskrit alphabet, as it is evaluated 5 today, 
where dental t is made to correspond to alveolar n, whereas 
really t corresponds to dental n t and t to n which is an alveolar 
nasal The dental n occurs in combinations in Tamil and Malayajam, 
and initially in Malayajam. Tamil seems to have recognised 
the distinction between n and n in the alphabet, but it confused 
i with r and tolerated an identical symbol for both. The new 
plosive, generated in some cases in Telegu under similar circum- 
stances was fe, the cerebral, e.g., vati, efei etc. found in the inflexional 
and transitival informs, and forms like vafctu (to be dry cl Tam. vatfru); 
atfci (thus — of. Tam. ar/ru) etc. 

The above origin of alveolar i may be further illustrated by the 
following instances : ■ 

Primitive Dr a vidian O meaning one + root ir {to rest or to remain, 
acting as a common formative) Vor m Tamil ; or > o/r(u)Vo<^ruV 
ondru (Tamil), I&SX? 

In Kannada, the -r dropped off and the alveoiars were converted 
into dentals : o^du ; the same process happened in Malayajam and 
further nasalisation resulted in onnu. 

In Gondi undi and Kurukh onta, the alveoiars changed into cerebrals. 

The connection between t and r is similarly illustrated by the 
Dravidian word for three (mu -fir) : V m ^ru V mumsfru. 

Another word proving the same relationship is a primitive Dravidian 
root for “appear” ; tur which is composed of tu (brightness; cf. Tuju) 
and ir ; tur >tu£r >td#Vtorm?r (Tamil) 

1 Everywhere in India today, the sounds 1 , n and r of the Sanskrit 
alphabet are given the alveolar values^ when used singly. 
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turVtu/rVtut^tudVtsud (Telugu) 
turVtu/r >ton^r>tonj (Tula, Kui and Gondi) 

The change of r to d in Tulu in forms like pida (outside), kudi 
(term), mada (to forget), which correspond to pira, kuri, mara of other 
Southern dialects, and of r to d] in Tula in numerous instances like 
aji (six), onji (one), kaje (blot), taje (to strike), peji (to choose) which 
correspond to aru, oru, karai, tarai, pirakku of Tamil, only confirm 
the incorporation of an alveolar d in stressed r, which alveolar should 
then have changed to the dental d in some cases and to d) in others. 

Kui aska (to cut, cf. Tam. am), peska (to choose cf. Tam. pirakku), 
maska (to change cf. Tam. maru), aji (six) etc. prove the development 
of an unvoiced form of j from old r. 

V, Brahui der [who) and Tamil yar (who) 

The interrogative pronouns in Brahui are der for persons, ant for 
inanimate objects and ara used for either. 

What, if any, is the relationship between Brahui der and Tamil yar ? 

Light is shed on this point by Brahui words with initial d whose 
corresponding forms in Tamil have initial vowels : 

Brahui has da, dad (this) corresponding to Tamil ad; the pro- 
ximate Brahui demonstrative adverbs have all the prefix da, e.g., 
dasa (now), darek (here), etc. Brahui has dir (water) while Tamil has ir 
(also nlr), Gondi has jer and Kui has sidru ; Kurukh ordinarily uses the 
Sanskrit-derived amm for water> but dialectally it has the form §ir. 
Brahui du (hand) is another word with initial d, which may be 
compared to the non-Brahui Dravidian forms §ei, ju (in Pombada), ju 
(in Burgandi), kei, kai etc, all of which have the meaning “hand.” 

Can the initial d-of Brahui be a mere analogical intrusive ? It has 
been suggested that d- of da (this) may have been borrowed from 
Afghan da (this), and d- of du (hand) from Persian dost (hand). The 
following discussion, however, will show that d- should probably have 
resulted from a process of change native to Dravidian, though it is 
possible that the foreign forms with initial d- may have accelerated or 
helped the fixing of initial d in these Brahui words. 

Tamil words with initial vowels always incorporate a prothetic 
on-glide.* Therefore a course of changes like the following can be 
postulated 


i The very strong tendency to develop an on-glide before initial 
vowels of forms is thoroughly characteristic of Dravidian. The question 
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ar (who) V yar V ySr V jSr ^ djer V der ; Ir V ylr V djtr V dir, 
A different possibility that may be suggested is that these initial 
sounds may represent an original stage and that they may have 
dropped off in the alternative instances. This theory is invalid, as 
we find that the original roots with which these forms have to be 
connected, have only vowels initially. 

The development of d from j (voiced form of s) seems to be a 
common feature of Tamil, as can be seen from the following instances : 

Tamil kosu and kodu (mosquito) 

Do. pisukku and pidukku (squeeze) 

Do. vasal and vadal (door) 

Do, musal and Telegu modalu (hare) 

Do, paisal and paidal (boy) 

Do, perisu and per id u (big) 

Tamil § (from an original y) appears as~dj and d in Kannada and 


Tulu : — 


Tamil 

Katin. 

tay (strike) 

tade 

payi (to desire) 

pade 

vey (heat) 

bede 

puyai, pusai (fight) 

pude 

pay ir (unripe fruit) 

padir 


f Tulu Tam. 

1 dehji (crab) Yandu 

| paji (wet, green) pat 

^ padey (to become wet) payangu 
madjepu (to disappear) mayangu 
pudar (name) peyar 

kodjepu (to break) koy 


Cf. also Tulu kadi from Urdu khaji, and nadar (sight) from Urdu 
najar, juga (century) from Sk. Yuga; Kannada gedi (win) from 
Sk. jeyi. Indeed, the tendency to evolve d from dj is very common 
m Tulu ; but the above instances will show that in these cases d and 
dj are derivative and y and s are the originals represented in Tamil 
words. 

Mention may also be made here of the fact that Sanskrit words 
with intervocal s are assimilated in Tamil with s changed into d 
through an intermediate z and dj:— 


of such glides in Dravidian is complicated and deserves a separate 
paper for itself. I shall content myself with observing that in a 
number of Dravidian dialects the on-glides have become fixed conso- 
nants (see infra). The development in certain instances of a few 
other initial sounds of Dravidian . (n*, cl-, m-, k-) ensues from, or 
is closely connected with, the production of the on-glides, 
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ayasam ‘> ayazam V ayadam 
masam V mazam V madam 

Thus Brahui d in der and dir has to be traced to an old y which 
still exists in Tamil, the most conservative 1 of all Dravidian dialects. 

The same process of change should account for the relationship 
existing between Tula da-(or dja-) in dane (with its dialectal variant 
djane) dadavu (what), daye (why) and the Kannada alternant forms 
dava, yava (what) and daru, yarn (which) on the one hand, and the 
Undoubtedly primitive ya forms of common Dravidian on the other. 
The course of changes here would run thus : 

Tulu dane djane (dialectal) yane yan ; yan is connected 
with Tam. en, Telegu emi and Kannada enu etc. 

Similarly, the Tulu forms dadavu and dage are to be traced to 
the original yad and yage. 

Kannada shows both the original and the changed forms at the 
same time. 

Compare also Kui japa (to beg-Tam. yera), japa (to get down- 
Tam. il) ; and Gondi dor (to leak — Tam. sor) ; deli (time - Tam. Kann. 
yel), all of which point to the development of d or d) from y. 

The usual orthodox explanation, suggested first by Caldwell and 
repeated with modification by others, is that the da forms arose from 
ad or id -fane which after the stress-produced apocope of i or a produced 


i I am aware that the conservative character of Tamil has been 
seriously questioned by scholars. Prof. Jules Bloch has said that 
Tamil cannot be said to be a representative of common Dravidian 
(p. 3 and 4, of Vol. 25 of the Paris Bulletin de la societS de Unguis - 
tique)\ Mr, Tuttle says that “we must look into northern Dravidian, 
if we wish to understand the history of the southern languages” $ and 
Prof, S. K. Chatterjee is inclined to endorse this view in his Presiden- 
tial Address at the last Lahore Oriental Conference. 

Nevertheless, with due deference to the opinions of these eminent 
scholars, I have to state that my examination of the northern dialects 
only tends to show that the forms of southern dialects, and particularly 
of Tamil, are more conservative than the northern dialects, it is, of 
course, entirely wrong to identify Tamil with Primitive Dravidian ; but 
a comparative analysis of the northern and southern forms (both from 
the semantic and the grammatical points of view) reveals only the 
greater antiquity of the forms of Tamil and of the Southern group of 
dialects generally. 
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dane etc. This explanation (analogic to the development of English 
newt from an+ewt) is ingenious, but is not warranted in Dravidian. 
Nor can the other suggestion that the d-forms are original be 
accepted in view of what we have stated above. 

A similar change of y to d through d may be postulated in the 
case of Kira der (big) and Km der (big). 

Dravidian er (to ascend, to become big) V yer (with the pro- 
thetic glide) V yer V ser Vjer V djSr V der or der (big). 


VL The dialectal aiternance of s and k in Kuu 


Friend-Pereira in his grammar of Km tells us that in this language 
the sibilant s is sometimes prefixed to words beginning with a vowel 
and that in the West Kandh Mats dialect the initial s in some words 
is pronounced as h. 

Group (i) Kui forms with alternative s before initial vowels : 
elu (wisdom); selu 
ofce (and) ; sote 
id (which is not); sid, 

Group (2) Kui s forms alternating with h forms dialectally : 

Kui Kuvi 

(go) salmu ; halmu (cf. Brahui kharr, Kurukh ka, and Pombada 

kal (to walk) 

(die) sa ; ha (cf. Brahui ka) 

(hill) soru ; hdru (cf. Telegu konda) 

(bad) sed ; hec} (cf. Tamil Kedu and 3 e//rai) 

Group {3) Kui forms with initial s — corresponding to Dravidian 
words with initial vowels : 


Kui 

(plough) serti 
(six) sajgi 
(to give) si 
(above) sends 


IS! on- Kui Dravidian 
Kannada eru 
Tamil adru (six) 

Tamil-TelegU'Kannada 1 (to give) 

Tamil egarndu 

Compare also in this connection Kuvi sud (heat) corresponding to 
the Tamil sud with the same meaning ; Kui supu (to spit) suilju (to 
sleep) etc. where initials old t. 

Group (4) Kui non-initial s with corresponding k in Gbndi : 

Kui (heads) tlaska Gondi talahk etc. 

The large number of s-forms in Kui alternating with h-forms has 
led the American scholar Mr. Tuttle on a false track; he postu- 
lates an ancient common Dravidian s and derives h from this s. 
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in the second set of words given above. This postulate is gratuitous, 
and runs counter to the trend of phonological change in Dravidian. 

It should be noted that s in all the above instances is derivative and 
should go back to older k, t or the prothetic y. The production of h 
should have occurred in the course of the development of k, t or 
prothetic y to other sounds. The occurrence of h in prothetic 
positions in Brahui, the change of p to h in Middle Kannada, the 
change of t into s and h along independent lines in Tulu, the produc- 
tion of the minute h-sound (called ay dam, subtle) in Tamil, — all these 
illustrate that h need not have directly developed from s, but presuma- 
bly arose in the course of the change of old k, t, and prothetic y to 
other sounds. 

The development of s takes place in group (x) and (2) above, 
according to a natural phonetic law of Dravidian ; the prothetic 
glide y changes into y which, as not unusual in Dravidian, becomes s 
from which the dental fricative s is produced:— 
elu V y§lu “> yelu V selu V selu 

cf. Kurukh s in the demonstratives and pronouns and the Kurukh 
alternative forms Iya, Isa, aya and asa. 

s in group (2) above does not change into h directly ; there is 
no instance in any of the Dravidian dialects which would support such 
a change ; and there is no need to postulate Indo-Aryan influence here. 
The actual change from the root-forms follows two separate lines : 

(a) Kal (to walk, cognate with Ka of Kurukh, kal of Pombada 
and kharr of Brahui) V cyal V qal V hal (the form with h) 5 and 
( 6 ) kal V cyal *> yal V sal V sa l (connected with Tamil sel). 

Similarly (a) ka (Brahui to die ) V cya V<jaV ha; and (b) ka v. 
cya V ya V sa *> sa. 

The stage represented by s exists in Tamil in all the above cases. 

In no. (1) above, the original forms are those with initials vowels ; s 
is from the glide through an intermediate s, while h is developed from 
the front fricative q which is incorporated in the production of the 
glide. That such a front fricative, independently becoming a front 
plosive later, should have been produced, is clear from the fact 
that dialects like Kurukh, Malaysia m and provincial Gondi possess 
affricates (c+s) instead of the mere fricative s in similar positions, 
The changes therefore will be somewhat as follows 
y— A— s in one set of cases ; 
y — cy— q— h— in another set ; 
and y— cy— cs— ch— in a third set. 
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The sk plural ending of Kui and hk of Gondi have to be related 
thus : — 

The final supporting vowel of the word +k (plural ending) gives 
rise to sk through hk in Kui 1 hk is retained in Gondi directly. 

Incidentally mention may be made here that there are certain 
groups of alternative roots in south Dravidian, one set of which 
has initial i ; and the other set si : ir and sir (to tighten) ; il and sil 
(branch) (cf. Brahui illing, to leave) ; ira (gu) and sira (gu) feather. 
The forms with the Initial vowel being undoubtedly original, the s 
in the alternative roots may probably have been derived as shown 
above from y y i, 

L. V, Ramaswami Aiyar 


Fifth Ail-India Oriental Conference, 1928 

The fifth session of the All-India Oriental Conference opened 
at Lahore on the 19th November 1928 with a very successful garden 
party at the Town Hall Grounds, which was attended by all the 
delegates and the elite of the town. On the same day the Conference 
formally began in the spacious University Hall when the delegates 
and writers were treated to the addresses of the Chairman of the 
Reception Committee (Dr. Woolner), H. E. the Governor of the 
Punjab (Sir Geoffrey Montmorency) and the President (Mm, Hara- 
prasad Sastri), The venerable scholar, to whom the Conference had 
given a tardy recognition by electing him as its President this session, 
was still suffering from the effects of an unfortunate accident — he had 
literally to be carried to and fro in a wheeled conveyance — but his long 
and interesting address touching principally on the past history and 
present prospects of Sanskrit learning in India and enlivened by fre- 
quent personal touches, sometimes of a very pungent character showed 
that age and infirmity had not told upon the vigour and vitality of 
his mental powers. The whole of the two following days (November 
20 and 21) and the forenoon of the third were devoted to the addresses 
of the Sectional Presidents and the 'reading of papers in the different 
sections. In this session there were as many as eleven sections, the 

1 Compare the production of the Tamil aydam (h) in ahdn (that) 
from adu etc. 
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most notable feature being the inclusion of Fine Arts and three 
modern vernaculars (Hindi, Punjabi and Urdu) in their number. 
Among the Presidents of the sections special mention may be made 
of Dr. S. N. Das Gupta (Philosophy), Sir Muhammad Iqbal (Arabic 
and Persian) and Dr. S. K. Chatterjee (Philology). Other sections were 
Vedic (Dr. A. C. Woolner), Classical Sanskrit (Dr. V. S. Sukthankar), 
History and Archaeology (Dr. S. Krishnaswami Aiyangar), and 
Anthropology (Mm. Haraprasad Sastri). The largest number of papers 
(37) was, naturally enough, presented in the History and Archaeology 
Section, Philology claimed 33 papers, while Philosophy, Classical 
Sanskrit and Vedic had 27, 25 and 21 papers respectively. During 
these strenuous days, entertainments were provided for the members 
of the Conference in the shape of a very enjoyable Garden Party 
at Shahdara, as well as the performance of the Svapna Vasavadattam 
drama and of Mushairas in Urdu, Hindi and Punjabi. An 
Exhibition of ancient Manuscripts and other antiquities which was 
arranged in the fine Museum building was also a source of great 
attraction to the assembled members. The Conference closed its 
successful session on the 22nd November with a trip to the historic 
city of Taxila, 


U. N. Ghoshal 


REVIEWS 


THE RELIGION AND PHILOSOPHY OF THE VEDA 
AND THE UPANISADS by Arthur Berriedale Keith, Harvard 
Oriental Series, vols. 31 and 32, pp. 683 ; 1925. 

Professor Keith in this work, which is certainly one of the most 
important publications on Indology, gives us much more than he 
promises by the name of his book, for he has even discussed the vexed 
problems of the original home of the Indo-Europeans, the date of 
Zoroaster etc. with all his characteristic throughness and brilliance. 
The great range of subjects which have been reviewed and brought 
to bear on the contents of this work is surely astonishing but un- 
doubtedly the chief merit of this work is that the author here has 
delineated in an agreeable way the main features of Ancient Indian 
Culture— in such a manner that it is interesting even to a beginner in 
the field of Indology. No such book was in existence, though a work of 
this kind was urgently necessary. To get acquainted with the 
religion, philosophy and the mythology of the Vedic period, the 
student had formerly to consult chiefly Oldenberg’s Religion des Veda, 
Macdonell's Vedic Mythology, Hillebrandt’s Vedische Mythologie and 
Bergaigne’s Religion Vedique— all of them excellent and learned works 
no doubt but they are hardly acceptable to the general reader and least 
calculated to rouse their interest in the Vedic religion. The same subject 
has been here dealt with by Keith but from quite a different angle — 
from a humanistic point of view if we may say so. Keith’s account 
of individual gods is not a mere register of their numerous and con- 
tradictory attributes, the exhaustiveness of which merely serves to 
complete the confusion in the mind of the reader ; he first of all 
tries to visualise the personality of the individual god and to bring 
out the myth concerned. Even the dreary contents of Hillebrandt’s 
Ritualliteratur have assumed a living form in the pages of this work. 

The flaws in this work, if any, are completely hidden by its brilliant 
merits, but they should however be touched. The author’s sobriety 
of views is well-known, but it seems that he has sometimes carried 
his scepticism too far and is cautious to the point of becoming 
non-committal. At the beginning and at the end of the work he 
deals with the question of the original home of the Aryans and the 
age of the Rg-veda, and yet it is difficult to ascertain what exactly is 
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his view on these points. Regarding the age of the Eg-veda we have 
ie indirect statement that it was not necessarily in existence at 

t i az ' Ksnnscription (i4th ^ ^ w,:: 

not be the final opinion even apart from the fact that the whole 

T n S h * fr0m thC eadieSt hymns to the grammar of Paniffi 

could hardly have sufficient time for development within a period of 

less than a thousand years. Neither should we forget that there 
-not a word about the Aryan migration in vJdic lit ra t „r e 
which shows that the first hymns were written when the Aryans 
were settled in India for a long time and forgotten everyffii" 
about their migration. Regarding the original home of the Indo & 
Europeans, he leaves the reader completely at sea. True it is 
not safe at present to put forward a definite opinion but it i! 
also tiue that one should rather err in trying to solve the problem 

Eduard V M 7 ^ * * aIL SinCe Keith wrote this book Prof 

Eduard Meyer has again probed this problem. After a brilliant 

survey of the Cappadocian discoveries he makes the rather weak 

ms that as Indian civilization must date at least from j S co B c 

nd as at about that time, the Indo-Europeans are depicted in ihe 

Egypnan sculptures in Syria, the original home of the l„7 tp 

;"itu h :r,m“ n s “ e ^ ** *»• «■-. ™ n: 
^ s;: t p r mLriy srt 11 

a natural phenomenon behind every attribn , , ™' * ” 

cular deity and, curiously enough, no room is L T ® 

It need not be shown here that- the V Vr a ^ P ° etlcal fanc y- 
novel art of poetry and L ! 7 * Aryans had developed a 

faculty and hold that every state U ” eresta,nate their imaginative 
by a myth or a natural i t ment made h Y them was actuated 
be the wife of Dyaus and aLTh" 0 ™ 1 ?" ’ ° ne P ° et described Usas to 
these two statements as I 7 Sl,0Uld ^ 

mistaken than to seek a m f i , , * and w lat can be more 

dictory statements ? y * h ' ,h “ h ™o»ci,e these contra- 

* is — 

joy and exult over the nrofounrl i, , snsp0,ted to « realm of 

ambiguous statements and oh f ' t! OSO P 1 c tenets drawn out of 
tatements and obscure phrases, but sti ll , here is it . 
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intrinsic value. It is still too early to ask for a consistent system of 
thought but we find in the philosophy of the Upanisads an expansion 
of the vague questions raised already in the philosophy of the Rg-veda 
which “asserts as a norm for the future development of that thought, 
the effort to grasp more concretely and definitely the unity which 
it asserts as a fact but does not justify or explain in detail.” 

Keith’s scepticism has again gone too far when he considers the 
interrelation between Greek and Indian philosophy. Of course no- 
body can be so bold as to assert that the origin of Greek philosophy 
is to be sought in India or vice versa, but mutual influence between 
these two countries can hardly be denied. Satis Chandra Vidya- 
bhusana has shown that Indian Logic was largely influenced by Greek 
philosophy. Some of the teachings of Pythagoras— the injunction 
against bean-eating, for instance, can be explained only if we admit 
Indian influence on Pythagoras’s views ; Keith disposes of the prohi- 
bition of bean-eating with the theory of a taboo of indigenous growth. 
Keith himself admits that there was nothing in the way of a cultural 
relation between India and Greece. It was not only possible but 


was a fact. Porphyry quotes a passage about Brahmanas from 
Bardesanes who had acquired authentic information about India 
from the Indian ambassadors at the Court of Antoninus Pius. 1 It is 
quite possible that the passage quoted by Porphyry cannot be identified 
with any particular tenet of the Samkhya philosophy, yet we shall 
certainly not be justified in denying all influence of the Indian philo- 
sophy on the Greek. 

B. 


JAINA P ADM APURAN A (Bengali) by Chintaharan Chakravarti, 
M. a., pp. iv+48. 

The author has given here in Bengali an outline of the extensive 
Padmapurana of the Jainas. This Purana has been preserved in 
two versions, one Prakrt (Paumacariyam) and another Sanskrit. 
Vimalacaryya, the author of the Prakrt version, says in the colophon 
that the work was written 530 years after the decease of Mahavlra, 
though, however, from this statement, it will not perhaps be safe to 
assume, as Mr. Chakravarti has done, that this work actually dates from 


the first century A.C. The Sanskrit version, it is stated, was written six 


Garbe, The Philosophy of Ancient India, p -5 r.' 
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centuries afterwards, mainly on the basis of the older Prakrt version, 
This extensive Sanskrit work in u8 chapters is still unpublished. 
We are thankful to Mr. Chakravarti for the excellent synopsis given 
by him of this Sanskrit work, and we hope that the author will soon 
present us with an edition of this work, which, as he himself has 
suggested, will certainly help us to clear up the tangle of the history 
of the Ramayana. 

By far the most interesting feature of this work is its title. It 
is nothing but a garbled version of the Ramayana and yet it 
is called the Padmapurana. We have the Buddhist version of the 
Ramayana in the Dasaratha Jataka which was claimed to be older 
than the Ramayana of Vahniki by Weber, and here Mr. Chakravarti 
claims the same antiquity for the Jaina version. I regret to say 
that I can agree neither with Dr. Weber nor with Mr. Chakra- 
varti. It is difficult to say what portion of the absurdities in the 
Dasaratha Jataka is due to the caprice of the Ceylonese monk who 
introduced it into the sacred literature of the. Buddhists or how much 
the uncertain drift of irresponsible tradition has to do with this process 
of distortion ; but it is certain that in the Dasaratha Jataka there has 
been no attempt to glorify Buddhism except in the conventional way. 
The Jaina version in this respect is quite the opposite. Everybody, from 
the young prince to the old king, is here keen on renouncing the 
world and actually does it at the slightest pretext, and on every 
side we find temples dedicated to the Jina. All this betrays the 
hand of the monk who in his pious zeal did not hesitate to distort 
the Ramayana, It was probably he who introduced the names of 
numerous obscure places in this narration, perhaps because they 
were well-known Jaina principalities in his day. But another cause 
of this transformation has been suggested by Vimalacaryya himself 
in the verse quoted by Mr. Chakravarti in his Introduction, where he 
has declared that the story had been handed down in tradition for a 
long time before it was recorded. 

But the riddle of the title has not been unravelled. Mr. Chakra- 
I varti tells us that this is the account of the Jaina saint Padma or 

| Ramacandra and therefore there is nothing to wonder at if it has 

j many points of contanct with the Ramayana, But there is room 

! for doubt when we consider that the volume under review knows 

nothing of Padma, Moreover why is it called Padmapurana and 
mk not Padmacaritam after the title of the Prakrt work Paiimacari- 
yam ? Was there ever a version of the Ramayana going under the 
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name Padmapurana ? Or, did Ravisena, the author of the Sanskrit 
version, draw upon the version of the Ramayana contained in 
the Hindu Padmapurana ? I venture to speculate on this point 
in spite of the grave warning given by Mr. Chakravarti 
that there is no agreement between the Hindu Padmapurana 
and the Jama Padmapurana. Mr. Chakravarti has even suggested 
that Bhavabhuti took the episode of Lava and Kusa capturing the 
sacrificial horse from the Jaina Padmapurana. I would rather turn 
to the Hindu Padmapurana to explain this episode in the Uttara- 
ramacarifa. Of course there is the question of the date of the 
Purana. But when reading the Ramayana I was struck with 
numerous quotations from the Padmapurana in the commen- 
tary Tilaka of Ramavarman. Ramavarman has quoted many Puranas 
to explain the obscurities and contradictions in the Ram. but by far 
the most numerous quotations are from the Padmapurana. Most of 
these quotations may still be seen in slightly variant forms in the 
Padmapurana of today, and if a few cannot be found it is because 
the version of the Ram. contained in the Padmapurana has been consi- 
derably abridged since the days of Ramavarman, as may be found 
at once from a comparison of Ramavarman’s quotations with the 
present day Hindu Padmapurana, Ramavarman commenting on Ram. 
II, 116, i gives a very long quotation about the Aindra crow from the 
Padmapurana, the whole of which may be found almost word for word 
in the Padmapurana, Uttarakhanda, 242, 195-211, It is particularly 
interesting because not a word of this event has been mentioned in 
the Ram., a fact which precludes the chance of any influence of the text 
of Ram, on these two texts. Ramavarman^ Commentary on I, 77 , 29, 
has this quotation from the Padmapurana : tatra dvadasava rs am ragha- 
vah saha sit ay a j ramayamfisa dhanmUm mrayana iva sriyajj In the 
Padmapurana (Ufctarakh. 242* 182), on the other hand, we read : tatra 
dvadasavarsani sit ay a saha ragkavahj ramayamasa dharmliima nara- 
yana iva sriyajj Such an agreement cannot be accidental and must 
have a deep significance. We may assume therefore that the sketch 
of the Ramayana in the Padmapurana is much the same as it was 
in the days of Ramavarman who has been placed in the tenth century by 
Jacobi, As to his date it may be said en passant that Ramavarman has 
quoted a passage from a commentary on the Aitareya Brahmana which 
is different from the traditional commentary of Sayana, But we can 
go still further : perhaps even Kataka, the oldest commentator of the 
Ram v who has been quoted so often by Ramavarman, and also the poet 


REVIEWS 


160 

Kalidasa knew the Padmapurana version of the Ram. A detailed dis- 
cussion of this point would be too long, but Ramavarman’s commentary 
on the episode of the distribution of the sacrificial earn among the three 
queens says that Kataka’s interpretation of this episode is the same 
as that of Kalidasa, and Kalidasa in Raghuv. io, 55-57 says exactly 
what we find in the Padmapurana, Uttarakh. 242, 59-61. In the 
Ram. we read that Bharata was crowned King by Rama before he 
entered the waters of the Saraju, but Kalidasa says that Bharata too 
along with others followed Rama to the next world. This is exactly 
what we find in the Padmapurana, Uttarakh. 244, 83-84 $ see also 
the quotation in Ramavarman’s comment on the Ram. VII, 124, 9. 

We can therefore safely assume that the Padmapurana version of 
the Ram. was already in existence when Ravisena composed the 
Sanskrit version of the Jaina Padmapurana and it is very probable 
that He used this version of the Ram., considering, even apart from the 
fact that the titles are identical, that even Kalidasa followed this tradi- 
tion and not that recorded in the original Ram. But there is another 
difficulty. The Hindu Padmapurana contains two different versions of 
the Ram,, one complete and another incomplete. The short but com- 
plete and decidedly the older sketch in three chapters in the Uttara- 
khanda has already been referred to. Most of the quotations in Rama- 
varman’s Commentary are to be found in this sketch. The Patalakbanda, 
however, from its beginning, has a very lengthy narration of the horse- 
sacrifice of Rama, containing also an elaborate description of the battle 
between Rama and his twin sons, which cannot be found in the shorter 
sketch in the Uttarakhanda. So far as I can see Ramavarman has 
given no quotation from the longer narrative, but it cannot be 
said with certainty that he did not know this version, for in the 
Uttarakanda with which this version is concerned, Ramavarman’s 
commentary is incomplete and full of lacunae and of course Rama- 
varman has given quotations from the Padmapurana only facultatively. 
It is, however, certain that this longer version Is later than the 
shorter one, because if Kalidasa knew the longer version with the 
episode of the battle between Rama and his sons, as he did the 
shorter one, he would hardly have omitted to make use of this 
episode, full of dramatic effect, in the Raghuvamsam. Bhavabhuii 
coming several centuries later fully utilised this episode. We thus 
see that a new version of the Ramayana came into existence some- 
time between Kalidasa and Bhavahhuti, and it left its mark also in 
the Padmapurana. To all appearance, this later version was utilised 
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by Ravisena. I can see no reason why the Jaina Padmapurana 
version of the Ramayana should in any way be older than the Rama- 
yana of Valmlki. 

Batakrishna Ghosh 


SIR ASUTOSH MEMORIAL VOLUME, Published by Prof. 
J. N. Samaddar, pp. 354+1 37. 

Of the ‘Commemoration Volumes’ which we have had in India, 
the one under review deserves special notice in that its late lamented 
publisher Prof. J. N. Samaddar of Patna undertook the work on his 
own responsibility and, be it said to his credit, he did not fight shy 
of this heavy task even under trying circumstances recorded in the 
Preface and even in the midst of serious illness of which he died a 
few months ago. It is however some consolation to his admirers that 
the book saw the light of day before Prof, Samaddar died. He has 
thus shown most fittingly his deep respect for the great man who 
has done so much for the resuscitation of ancient Indian culture. 

The Volume contains 38 contributions from almost all the 
leading Scholars, Indian and European, working in the field of 
‘Ancient India’, — historical, philological, philosophical and cultural 
The three great controversial topics connected with the Arthasastra, 
Bhasa and Vikramaclitya [with the upshot of which the vexed ques- 
tion of Kalidasa’s date is bound up] have all received due treat- 
ment in this Volume. Dr, A, B. Keith in his article on the Authen- 
ticity of the Arthasastra seeks to show that the book is not the work 
of Kautilya, the minister of Candragupta and that it belongs s< to a 
late date, probably not before 2CO A.D. at the earliest.” It is imposs- 
ible to discuss Dr. Keith’s views here but one cannot help noticing 
how weak some of his arguments are, specially when he speaks of 
Megasthenes* silence regarding Canada or of the expression r< ifci 
Kautilyah” which occurs in the book. Besides, the learned scholar 
seems to have paid little attention to the books written in India in 
support of views contrary to his. In his article on Dharmasasfcra and 
Arthasastra, Dr. M, Winternitz selects a number of topics, e.g. educa- 
tion of princes, duties of King, etc., and gives a synopsis of all the texts 
where the two £§astras go over the same ground, and arrives at what he 
himself calls preliminary conclusions, throwing out the hint how- 
ever that both may go back to one and the same common gQiircs, 
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Before a real history of Indian Political Science can be written, we 
agree with Dr. Winternitz, a great deal of minute investigation both 
of the Arthasastra 'sections in the Mahabharata and of the references 
to Arthasastra matter in the Dharmasastras is necessary, of which 
the present article is a fine specimen. Dr. Jolly’s article on the Old 
Political Literature of India, we regret, contains remarks which we least 
expected in a Volume like this. His advice to the Swarajists, his allusion 
to what he supposes to be Prof. Benoy K. Sarkar’s aim of expelling 
European nations from Young Asia and his patronising reference to 
the ‘patriotic motive which actuates the present day Indian scholar* in 
writing on a subject like this, make us doubt whether our expecta- 
tion to have sober and scientific criticism from this venerable scholar 
on a subject like this will be fulfilled in future. Among Philological 
contributions, Principal Woolner’s article on Prakritic and Non- Aryan 
Strata in Sanskrit Vocabulary, though scrappy in character, is inter- 
esting in that it gives a long list of admittedly Sanskrit words which, 
far from being] Indo-European, are not even Aryan in origin as the 
writer shows. But we doubt if he is justified in saying that if we take 
any Sanskrit word at random and look for an equivalent in any other 
h E. Language, we shall fail to find one. Dr, I. J. S, Taraporewalla's 
paper on the Horse in I. E. Languages, in spite of its narrow scope, 
will, we feel, amply repay perusal. In the branch of political history 
the most illuminating contribution is from the pen of Dr. Krisnaswami 
Aiyangar who in his article on Vikramaditya brings together facts 
so far known about Candragupta II and narrates in an exceedingly 
interesting manner the history of the epoch covered by the reign of 
this king. But the writer seems to assume that this ruler was the 
original of the traditional Vikramaditya — a hypothesis for which he 
gives perhaps only one argument viz., that Candragupta II (Vikra- 
maditya), Kalidasa the supposed author of the Ka u ntalesva ra-dautya m 
and Pravarasena (i.e. Kuntalesa) were contemporaries, because accord- 
ing to the commentator on Pravarasena^ Setu-handham , Kalidasa 
revised this Kavya at the instance of Vikramaditya. Without 
questioning the testimony of the commentator and without entering 
into the question whether Kalidasa really wrote the Kauntalehvara • 
dauifam, it appears that the chief fact which militates against Dr. 
Aiyangar’s identification is that while Candragupta IPs capital was 
Pataliputra^ (cf. Fa-hien and the undated record at Udayagiri), that 
, of Vlkram ^ditya was Ujjain. Besides, if Candragupta II has any- 
where been referred to as Vikramaditya, Skandagupta also bears 
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the title on Ins coins as Prof. Pathak has shown (Ind. Ant, 1912). 
In fact though Dr. Aiyangar's view has had the support of Sir 
R. G. Bhandarkar and V. A. Smith, one has to dispose of arguments 
to the contrary before one can take it to be, true. That 
the problem is still unsolved is shown in Dr. D. R, Bhandarkar’s 
article on the date of Kalidasa, in which the writer advances new 
arguments in favour of Dr. Hoernle’s theory that the great poet 
flourished about the middle of the 6th century a.C. and was a protege 
of Yasodharman. The problem of Bhasa has been tackled with great 
minuteness by Mr. K. G. Shankar who shows that the poet whose works 
have come down to us almost intact was identical with King Sudraka 
of Mahva (500 A.C.) and that Ciirudstta is only an abridged version of 
the Mrcchaktfikam (c. 750 A.C,). Dr. P. K. Acharyya contributes a valu- 
able article on the Manaslra which is the standard work on ancient 
architecture and sculpture, and which the writer places somewhere 
between the 5th and the 7th century A.C. Architectural matters are no 
doubt touched on in works like the Agni Purana, Brhat Samhita, 
Matsya Purana, etc., but we have yet to come across another work like 
the Manasara which treats exclusively of this subject and gives details 
at once so full and so interesting. In less than 30 pages Dr. Acharyya 
gives not only an excellent resume of this book but shows how the 
work was influenced by — and itself influenced — other works dealing 
with Architecture, ‘ioasana and Jayapatra’ is the name of another 
interesting article, contributed by Dr. Amareswar Thakur, which 
puts together almost all the information regarding two of the most 
important varieties of public or royal (rafaklya) documents in Ancient 
India. 

Want of space prevents us from referring to the other contribu- 
tions in the Volume, each valuable in its own way. But we 
are afraid we cannot help noting that the get-up of the book leaves 
something to be derired. We fully realise the difficult situation in 
which the publisher was placed but we feel that some of the mistakes in 
printing are, to say the least, deplorable. ‘Carvings’ for cravings 
(I. 127), ‘Basarh’ for ‘Basrah’ i.e. Vaisali (I. 160) ^stgar. for 
(I. 222), for (II. 42) and er«?ir for 3^ (II. 88) are 

only some of the mistakes, too glaring in a Volume like this. 
The Volume has been divided into two parts, though the principle 
of this division is not clear to us. We wish this Volume, like 

Bhandarkar Coimnemorartion Volume, were divided into a 

sections (corresponding to the subjects of study) each con 


of 
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serially the articles dealing with the same or similar subject. 
But these are minor defects compared with the merits of the work 
which is undoubtedly a very valuable addition to the library of every 
one interested in the history of Ancient India. 


Dinesh Chandra Bhattacharyya 



Select Contents of Oriental Journals 


Animal Bibliography of Indian Archaeology for the year 1927 , 

Kern Institute, Leyden 

The bibliographical part of the volume contains a list of books 
and periodicals on Indological subjects published during the year 
1927 with a description of their contents. Attempt has been made 
to make the list as exhaustive as possible. Not only the articles but 
also the reviews of works published in the journals have been noticed* 
The Introduction delineates the results of the most notable excavations 
of recent years. Two of them are noticed below: 

The Prehistoric Civilisation of the Indus ■; It is an extract from a 
paper by Sir John Marshall in the Illustrated London News, January 
7 and 14, 1928. The author has shown that the three cities of the 
latest period that have as yet been excavated at Mohenjo Daro may 
be assigned to about 2700 B.C., 3000 B.C. and 3300 B.C, respectively, . 
The remains brought to light at Mohenjo Daro tend to show that 
the amenities of life enjoyed by the average citizen at this place were 
far in advance of anything to be found at that time in Babylonia or 
on the banks of the Nile, The discovery of scraps of fine cotton 
material has confirmed the theory that the Indus valley was the home 
of cotton growing as is indicated also by the Babylonian and 
Greek name of Cotton, viz. Sindhu and Sindon respectively. The 
author concludes with the statement that the Indus civilisation cer- 
tainly formed part and parcel of the wide flung chalcolithic culture 
of Asia and Europe which was focussed on the great river valleys 
of the south, of the Nile, the Euphrates, the Helmund and the Indus. 

Further Discoveries on the Site of the Negarjumk onda. Mr, Long- 
hurst will in due course give a full account of the excavations he has 
carried on at this spot on the river Kistna which he claims to be 
the most important Buddhist site in the South of India, but here, 
by special permission, a short account of this brilliant discovery has 
been given. The mins of a great Buddhist Caitya have been found 
at Nagarjtmikonda along with seventeen dated Brahml inscriptions 
engraved on pillars which, according to these epigraphs, were set 
up by various queens and princesses of the Iksvaku family, There 
is also a group of sculptures of the Amaravati type and there is 

. _ ~ - * . . ^ uj.« I--*. 

reason to 
this locality* 
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SELECT CONTENTS OF ORIENTAL JOURNALS 


Calcutta Review, Third Series, vol. 31, no. 2 

H. Von. Glasen a??.— Jainism, its historical importance. The author 
has tried to show that Jainism has influenced not only the faiths 
of the various Hindu sects but also Muhammadanism and perhaps 
even Parsism. In his opinion the Jaina influence on Manichasism is 
not conclusive. 


Indian Antiquary, January, 1929 

RICHARD C. Temple. — Hindu and Non-Hindu Elements in the KathTi- 
saritsagara. 

BENODE Behaki ROY. — Harappa is the Vedic Hariyupia. 


Ibid., February, 1929 


R. D. BANERJI. — The Empire of Orissa . This instalment of the con- 
tinued article deals with the history of the empire of Orissa during 
the last quarter of the 15th century and describes the activities 
of Purosottama (1470-1497). 

L. V, RaMaSWAMI Ayyar. — Plosives in Dravidian. 

Journal Asiatique, Tome ccxi, no. 2 


MELE. M. LaLORE. — La version iiUtaine du Ratnakuta. 



Journal of the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, 
vol. 4, nos. 1 and 2 

A. VeN K AT ASU BBIAH. — Paficata n tra Studies. Two stories from the 
Paficatantra viz. of Dustabuddhi and Dharmabuddhi and also of 

the Ape and the Crocodile form the subject-matter of this instal- 
ment of the studies. 

G. N. Vaidya. — Fire-arms m ancient India. After an examination 
of the usual arguments in favour of the contention that use of 
gun-powder was known in ancient India, the author concludes that 
they are all uncertain, 

V. S. BaKHLE.— Satavakanas and the contemporary Ksatrapas. The 
author is of opinion that under the Satavahanas and the Ksahara- 
tas, the people had a voice in the government and enjoyed local 
self-government. He has discussed the position and functions of 
the state officials and the ‘nigamasabhak The author has also given 
a detailed analysis of the principal inscriptions of the period. 


SELECT CONTENTS OF ORIENTAL JOURNALS l6 7 

y R. GurT i.- Archeological and historical Hcscanh - ” 

'■ c *Tf7 District It is a public lecture delivered at Sataia. The 

autW has advised "the public as to how archeological and histori- 
cal researches should be carried on and has descubec some i p 

s **•»»*«• ^ 

thejatakas. This is the fifth of a w^uIiJe^ty.^Thr author 

Mahabharata delivered at the Bon > U of sever al 

has compared the Mahabharata and Jataka v 

legends common to ^ has been discussed the 

A* VENKATASUBBIAH, — l edtc Studies* 

meaning of the obscure Vedie »ord hefe controv , lted 

V. b. SUKTHANkAR. Hermann Weller and Edgerton m their 

the views expressed b> Herm { fa Maha- 

reviews of the first fasciculus of the cntical emtio 

bharata. 

Journal of the Bombay Historical Society, vol. I, no. . 

K. G. KUNDAGAR.-®»/.»«<- Copperplate G ' mt ' / p t "p aI 7oilm . 

vz 

M. Second Visit to Aim , - 

IT. ^Heras. Three '' 

A. Govinda W ARI AR. The R^asmhas of Ancient 

Journal of the Panjab Historical Society, roi. X, pt. i 

J. PH. VcGEL. Embassy of Mr. s-Shah Aim, 

the Dutch East India Company to j | r . p, Kuenen- 

Bahadur Shah and Jahanda, Shah (translated by 

wicksteed). 

f t i,_ Asiatic Society of Bengal, 
Journal and Proceedings of 

New Series, vol. XXIII, No. 3 

rnij. Yo cravata ropadesa : A M, hay ana 
DURGACHARAN Chatterjee. T « ^ ^ Tihtan y ers ion with 

J. realise on Yoga by Translation. 

Sanskrit Restoration and Engtisn . . 
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BIBHUTIBHUSAN Datta.*— The Hindu Method of testing Arithmetical 
Operations , 

R, D. BANERJL — The Indian Affinities of Ainu Pottery . The author 
shows that there is a clear affinity between the prehistoric potteries of 
Japan, India, Mesopotamia, Central Asia and Crete and concludes 
that In the later phase of the neolithic period or the copper age 
there was direct communication between the peoples living along 
the eastern and the southern sea-board of Asia. 

C. W. Gurner. — Asvagkosa and the Ramayana. The author has 
tried to show that Asvaghosa was greatly influenced by the Kavya 
style of the Ramayana. 

J, D. Ratnakar.— The Historical Stone Horse in the Lucknow Museum . 

The author has discussed the reading of the two inscriptions of 
the stone horse bearing the name of Samudragupta. 

S. R. Das. — Precession and Libration of the Equinoxes in Hindu Astro- 
nomy. It has been shown here that the discovery of precession was 
achieved by the Hindus at a very early period. 

K. P. Ch ATTOPADHYAY a . — Social Organisations of the Satakarnis 
and uhgas . This paper ^contains a very full discussion on the 
chronology of the Satavahanas, mainly based on the Puranas and h 
the inscriptions. 

Ibid, voL xxiii, no. 4 (Numismatic Supplement, no. xl) 

R AXIAL M. Antani. — Coins exhibited at the Annual meeting of the 
Numismatic Society of India held at Agra on fanuary 2, ipsy. 

Pray AG Dayal, — Rare Mughal Corns acquired for the Provincial 
Museum , Lucknoiv . 

A. Master. — Sultans of Gujarat 

A. Master,— The Arthamstra on Coins and Minting. 

C. E. K OT w ALL .— Copper Dims of Jalaluddin Akbar . 

G. H. OJHA .—A Gold Coin of Bappa RawaL 

M, P. C, Martin.—^ Find of Indo- Greek Hemidrachims in Bajaur , 

Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, January, 1929 

C* A. F. Rhys Davids. — The Patna Congress and the H Mari\ The 
paper contains some suggestions concerning the Third Buddhist 
Council held at Patna, 

F * 'V. Thomas, S. Miyamoto, G. L. M. Clauson.— A Chinese Mahl- 
ycim Catechism in Tibetan and Chinese Characters . 
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F II TOHNSTON .-Two Studies in the Arthamsira of Kaulilya. 

' Dealing* with the first point of this article the writer points out refer- 
ence* to the KauHttya in some Budahist works uf the eaily 
Chri'tian era and comes to the conclusion that "no great 
interval separates the Arthamsira from Asvaghosa” of the. early 
second century A.C. and that at ^ time of t he composrtron of 
the fa tab amain of Aryasura and the Lankavatarasutra , the 
regarded as the standard work on Artha astra so 
that' the lower limit tor its date of composition cannot be later 

'"“iTsecmid part of the article contains suggestions regarding 
the interpretations of a few passages of the Arthamsira dealing 
with the land tenure and agriculture. 


Rupam, January, 1929 

Ordiiendra Coomer Gangoly.— a Jam Relief from South Ken 

sington Museum . . . 

AJIT CHOSE .-The Basohli School of Rajput. Painting. 

\NANDA K. COOMARSWAMY.— Nagara Painting . , 

H. Paraientier. — The Common Ori S in of Hind,, Archuoiun ,n Jndoa 

and the Far Bast, 


Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenlandbchen Gesellschaft, 

vol. 8j Part, x. 

H LuDEUS .—Philologie, Gesckichte und Archaeology m Indien , 

the fifth conference of German „ f Indology in its 

Prof. Lfiders has shown here how U ^ £ H e has a|s0 

various branches has ’ J daUy of comparative philology, 

pointed out that Indian and lhat ail European 

are in need of the he p veneration, should be sent to 

Indologists, specially ot the younger ’ 

India to study under the guidance of the tic ian 
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OBITUARY NOTICE 

Prof Karl Friedrich Geldner 

Prof. Karl Friedrich Geldner breathed his last on February 5, at 
Marburg at the ripe age of seventy seven. This great Vedic and 
Avestan scholar needs no introduction to-day to the world of scholars : 
in him the goddess of learning has lost one of her sincerest devotees 
and Germany one of the noblest members of her noble race of 
Gelehrtes. Prof. Geldner’s learning was rivalled only by his modesty : 
when on his seventy-fifth birthday his pupils and admirers all over the 
world proposed to present him a volume of essays on various topics 
he refused the honour. 

Geldner was the pupil of Roth, but he was too true a devotee of 
learning to follow his teacher even in his mistakes and prejudices. 
Roth in his famous sentence declared that any European scholar of 
average intelligence can interpret the Veda more efficiently than 
Sayana j but it remained for his pupil Geldner to vindicate the honour 
of the great Commentator. Geldner boldly declared in the preface 
to the first volume of the Vedische Studien that Roth himself has 
committed mistakes in many places where Sayana was right. He 
clearly proved that however much the European and America scholars 
may try to ridicule Sayana’s Commentaries they cannot move a step 
without Sayana to guide them and even if in many cases, as Max 
Muller said, Sayana serves merely to indicate in which way a 
particular Vedic passage is not to be interpreted— even this is a service 
of no mean importance. 

So it is not to be wondered at that when Geldner in collabora- 
tion with his equally famous friend Pischel brought out the first 
volume of the Vedische Studien it gave rise to much hot discussion and 
the two friends were accused of aposlacy. But when the atmos- 
phere gradually cleared, Pischel and Geldner succeeded in proving 
to the world that the method adopted by them is the right and the most 
scientific one. The other two volumes of these studies appeared in 
due course, though after long intervals. 

All his life Prof. Geldner maintained his indomitable passion for 
the Rgveda of which he was undoubtedly the greatest interpreter. In 
1907 he bi ought out his “Rgveda im Auswahl” (Selections from the 
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Bgveda) in two volumes— glossary and. commentary— and fitly enough 
he dedicated the work to his friend and collaborator who., alas ! had 
taken leave of the world md left Geldner alone to finish his work 
on the Bgveda, The rest of his life Geldner devoted to the work 
of translating the Bgveda along with a running commentary. The 
first volume of this work appeared in 1923, but the author is no more 
to see the other three volumes in print which he has completed in 
manuscript, It is known that his complete work in an English 
garb will now appear in the Harvard Oriental Series through the 
courtesy of Prof, Lanman, the life-long friend and admirer of Prof. 
Geldner, 

Prof, Geldner’s fame is not established merely on his VecHc studies 5 
his stupendous work in the field of Avestan research will always be 
a stout pillar to the edifice of his fame. While working on the 
Bgveda, Geldner truly perceived that the comprehension of the 
Bgveda will never be complete without a close study of the sister 
Avestan literature which has sometimes been exaggerated to be more 
akin to Vedic Sanskrit than to Classical Sanskrit itself. Thus began 
Geldner’s Avestan studies and while still a young man he brought 
out a complete edition of Avesta In ten years (1886-1895). He also 
contributed numerous essays and articles of inestimable value on the 
Avesta. 

In recent times we have mourned the death of two eminent 
European Orientalists, Alfred Hillebrandt and Emile Sen art. Now 
it was the turn of Geldner. These were giants of an older generation 
and the wide breaches left by them in the line of workers in the 
field of ‘Wissenschaft’ will, we fear, ever remain unrestored. 


Batakrishna Ghosh 
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Prakasavarsa and his Easarnavalankara 

* • 

Although we have lost the poetical works of Prakasavarsa, Vikafca- 
nitamba, Hastimalla, etc., it may be inferred from the single-verses 
attributed to them in the Subhasitavali and other Subhasita works, that 
they were great poets in the field of Sanskrit literature. There are 
several single verses in the Subhasitaratnabhandagara, the Sanigadhara- 
paddhati and the Subhasitavali, which are attributed to Prakasavarsa. 
In the same manner, there are some verses by Bhasa quoted in these 
r works, but none of them are to be found In the thirteen plays of 

Bhasa, published in the Trivandrum Sanskrit Series under the 
editorship of Dr. Ganapati Sastri. On the contrary the following 
verse 

“Peya sura priyatamamukham Iksitavyam 
grahyas svabhavalalito vikrtas ca vesah/ 

Yenedam idrsam adrsyata moksavartma 
dirghayur astu bhagavan sa pinakapanih.//* 
which is ascribed to Bhasa, is found in the Matta vilasaprahasana 1 of 
; Mahendravikramavarman, son of Simhavisnu (Pallava king). Hence 

it is not possible to rely upon these Subhasita works. 

; In the field of Sanskrit literature the oldest rhetorician is Bharata- 

carya, who is supposed to be the author of the Natyasastra. In the opi- 
; t nion of scholars, Bhamaha and Dandin come next. The controversy 

regarding the posteriority and anteriority between Bhamaha and 
Dandin is still going on among scholars. But among these differences of 
opinion the majority are in favour of taking Bhamaha as prior to 
; ; Dandin. The time of Bhamaha is supposed to be approximately Sl in the 

jl i period between the last quarter of the seventh and the last quarter of 

l \ the eighth century A.D.,” and of Dandin in the beginning or the first 

S | half of the eighth century. 2 The works of both Bhamaha and Dandin, 

| j the Kavyaiankara and the Kavyadarsa, are written on the same line, in 


1 Trivandrum Sanskrit Series, No. 55. 

2 Vide Sanskrit Poetics by S. K. De„ part, I, pp» 49, 70 (i 9 2 3 )* 
There are differences of opinion in fixing the age of Bhamaha and 
Dandin. See also the introduction to the Kavyaiankara of Bhamaha 
by P, N, Naganatha Gastrin, Tanjore, pp. 3 and 4. 
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the same style, and with the same object. So it is but natural that 
they resemble each other in many places. Besides, some scholars have 
opined that Dandin must have known, and been well** versed in 
Bhamaha’s work. 

In the same field, there exists another work, namely Rasarna- 
vaiahkara. This work has not yet been published, and a Ms, of 
the work in Devanagarl script is kept 5 in the Govt. Oriental Mss, 
Library 1 , Madras. On a careful inspection of the Ms. I find that 'the 
work is a valuable old contribution to Alankara literature, I read it 
several times, because the treatment of the subject is very clear, and 
the order of the treatment is a very good one, and not diffused, as in 
Bhamaha’s work. I remembered several parallel passages in the 
works of Bhamaha and Dandin. As the Ms, is full of errors, 
and omissions, I was in search of another copy of the work. 
At last I got a palm-leaf Ms. of the work, preserved in the Mss. 
Library, Theosophical Headquarters, Adyar, by the courtesy of 
Dr. C. K. Raja, M.A., Professor of Sanskrit, Madras 
University. I compared this original, which is very old (probably 
350 years old) and very much soiled, and I came to the 
conclusion that the paper Ms, is a transcription of the palm- leaf Ms. 
But with the help of this Adyar Ms,, I was able to correct some 
of the mistakes, and fill up some of the omissions, which were the 
result of the carelessness of the copyist. Even now I do not think 
that the text is free from errors. The authorship of the work is 
attributed to Praka§avarsa, because the following sentences are to be 
seen at the end of the third and fifth chapters (pariccheda). 

(1) Iti PrakaSavarsakrtau Rasarnavalankare fSabdalankarapra- 

kasanam nama trtiyah paricchedah, 

(2) Iti Prakasavarsakrtau Rasarnavalankare Srngaravyaktih' 

pancam ah paricchedah. 

The name of the work must be either Rasarnava* or Rasarnavalam 
kSra, because the last sentence of the fourth chapter bears the word 


x R. No, 3761. 

2 There are two other works also in the same name. « (t) Rasa- 
rnava—alam, Simha mahipati, the nominal author is said to have 
been a Tanjore Prince of the last century. ( 2 ) Rasarnava-quoted 
m Sarvadananasaipgraha, in Todarananda in Rasendracintamani.” 

Catalogus Catalogorum, I, 497. 
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Rasarnava only, while in other places Rasaranavalankara is used as 
the name of the work. The work contains five paricchedas or chap- 
ters. The first chapter treats of dosa, the second of guna, the third 
of sabdalankara, the fourth of arthalahkara and the fifth of ratiprapafica 
and srngaravyakti. From the name of the work, one will expect 
that this work describes rasa in a detailed manner. But there is noth- 
ing of the sort, and I think that even the fifth chapter itself in which 
some verses are to be found about rasa is imperfect, because I find 
several inconsistencies throughout the chapter. I guess that the 
present text of the fifth chapter is not complete and accurate. More- 
over the fifth chapter begins in the following manner 

“Uktas so’yam vibhavanubhavasaucarisahkarah” (v.i). 

As mentioned above, the description is not to be found anywhere. 
All these tend to prove the incompleteness of the work. But in the 
palm-leaf Ms. the work ends with these words — “Srlr astu, harihara- 
garbhebhyo namah* — and a page of the leaf is left blank at the end. 


The Author 


I have already stated that some verses are attributed to Prakasa- 
varsa in the Subhasitaratnabhandagara. Catalogus Catalogorum men- 
tions one Prakasavarsa as the son 1 of Srlharsa. In another place 
of the same work, it is stated that Prakasavarsa wrote a commentary 
on the Kiratarjunlya of Bharavi. In addition to these, several verses can 
be seen in other Subhasita works 2 3 also by Prakasavarsa. Vallabhadeva 
the well-known commentator of the works of Kalidasa, Magha, 
Mayura, etc,, and the author of the Subhasitavali, refers to Praka- 
savarsa and says that he is his preceptor.® The date of Valla- 


1 “Prakasavarsa, a Kasmiri poet. He was a son of Harsa and 
father of the poet Darsaniya.”--Catalogus Catalogorum, I, 347. 

2 There are 28 verses attributed to Prakasavarsa in the Subha- 
sitavali of Vallabhadeva (edited by Peterson, 1886) and they 
are numbered as 3119, 981, 624, 417, 834, 428, 3135, 484. 860, 
2876, 28 77, 3118 (?), 797 . S 23 . 959 . 418. 4 i 9 . 326. 2 335 . 2879, 
899, 920, 867, 274, 459 , 273, ( ? )> 248, and 2878. The verses 
834 and 484. above, are in the Sariigadharapaddhati also ascribed 
to Prakasavarsa. 

3 “Vallabhadeva, who wrote a commentary on the &supalavadha 
refers at the end of his note on a verse in the fourth canto of the 
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bhadeva, in the opinion of some scholars, is in the latter part 
of the tenth century A.C., and according to others in the fifteenth 
century. There were two Prakasavarsas. One is a rhetorician, the 
author of the present work Rasarnava, and the other is a poet, who 
is mentioned as the author of several verses quoted in the Subhasita 
works, and who wrote a commentary on Bharavi’s Kiratarjunlya. 
The following statements make the above opinion very clear. 

Prakasavarsa in his Rasarnava mentions Bana as the best prose- 
writer 

“Yadrg gadyavidhau Banah padyabandhe na tadrsah/' (Ill-Sy) 
This direct citation of Banabhatta indicates that Prakasavarsa must 
have flourished after Bana (first half of the 6th century A.C.). Prakasa- 
varsa extracts many passages from other early works, and whenever 
he does so, he indicates them separately by using the words— 1 “yad 
aha” “yad aha Mahabhamahah’’ etc., so that we can understand that 
they are the direct quotations from other works. Some examples 
of such citations are given below : — 

(1) “yad aha : — 

Prastavapatra 1 plutalanghitani 
cchedyani mayakrtam indrajalam/ 

2 . .. ... ni yuddhani ca yatra vrttim 3 

tat 4 tadrsim arabhatlm vadanli ”// (III — 29) 

(2) (t yad aha Mahabhamahah: — 

Yatrarabhatyadigunas samasta 
mitratvam asritya mithah prathante// 

Misreti tarn vrttim u&anti dhiras 
sadharanim arthacatusfcayasya.//” (Ill— 37) 

Among these citations, the second refers to one Mahabhamaha. 
According to this reference this particular verse is not to be found 
in the Kavyalankara of Bhamaha, because the vrtti is not described 
by him, Moreover, the name Bhamaha is used herewith “mahat” 


work to Prakasavarsa as a contemporary of his own, from whom he 
has received instruction in the interpretation of the poem : 

^Srufcva Prakasavarsa t tu vyakhyataip tavad xdr§am ./ 

Visesatas tu naivasti bodho’ tranubhavad rte//” 

I Read pata * 2 Read C citrani\ 3 Read *nityam , # 

4 Read ‘tarn*. 
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These help us to arrive at the conclusion that there were two 
Bhamahas. 

The following lines occur in the Upamalahkaraprakarana of Rasar- 
nava : — 

“Pratibimbam api preksya pratibimbi pratlyate/ 

Atas tad api [rasajnair] upamanara udahrtam// 

Rupam samsanti [mudrapi] svanimittasya vastunah./ 

Upamanan na sa bhinna bhavatity aha (Bhama)hah.//”(IV, 91,92) 
The subject illustrated in the above lines is not to be seen 
in the Kavyalankara of Bhamaha. This also proves the existence 
of another Bhamaha, Here Prakasavarsa has mentioned only Bha- 
maha and not Mahabhamaha, for fear of infringement of metre. It is 
also clear that Prakasavarsa was familiar with the work of Maha- 
bhamaha (not Bhamaha, the author of the Kavyalankara). This 
same view can be supported by another statement. In the Kamadhenu, 
the commentary on Vamana’s Kavyalankarasutravrtti, 1 Bhamaha is 
cited in the following places : — 

(1) “Bhamaho’pi — 

Prajfia navanavonmesasalinl pratibha mata / 

Tadanuprananaj jived vamananipunah kavih//” (p. 4) 

(2) “Vrttilaksanam uktam Bhamahena : — 

Sutramatrasya ya vyakhya sa vrttir abhidhlyate/” (p. 4) 

(3) “Tad uktam Bhamahena ~ 

Upaslokyasya mahatmyad ujjvalSh kavyasampadah iti. s> 

(P- 5 ) 

(4) “Atra kalanam uddeSah krto Bhamahena : — 

Nrttam gltam tatha vadyam alekhyam manibhumikah/” 
etc. ■ (P- 2 9 ) 

(5) “Tulyasrutlnarp bhinnanam abhidheyaih parasparam/ 

Varnanam yah punarvado yamakam tan nigadyat e”// 
iti Bh&mahenoktam.” a (p. 99) 

Among these extracts, some are to be found in the Kavyalankara 
of Bhamaha, while the others are not. These latter extracts are 
supposed to be the quotations from another Bhamaha, whose name 
is mentioned in the Rasarnava, as Mahabhamaha, and who is 
much older than Prakasavarsa and Bhamaha. Prof, S. K. De holds 
the same view: 2 

“Although the name Bhamaha is not a common one in Sanskrit, 


1 Benares edition, 1908. 


2 Sanskrit Poetics, part 1 




Vi PRAKa§AVARSA AND HIS RASiRNAViLAKKlRA 

it attaches itself (besides two verses in Subhas : 1664-1665 that are 
also found in our text 11-92, HI-21) to a commentator on VararucPs 
Prakrtaprakasa, who is probably a different author.* 

“Etad grahyam surabhi kusumam malyam etan* nidheyam 
dhatte sobham 3 viracitam idaip sthanam asyaitad asya/ 

Malakaro racayati yatha sadhu vijilaya malam 

yojyatp kavye' 3 sva vahitadhiya 4 * tadvad evabhidhanam”// 

This verse is to be seen in both the works, Rasarnava and Kavya- 
lahkara at the end of the third and first chapters respectively. But we 
have to decide the authorship of composition. Usually Prakasavarsa 
indicates the extracts of other writers. In regard to this particular 
verse there is no indication that it is an extract. So it may be 
justly inferred that this verse must have been his own composition 
and Bhamaha borrowed it in his work. In the same manner Bhamaha 
has imitated Prakasavarsa in many places in idea, and in construction 
of verses. In some other places the verses have been used by 
Bhamaha without any change. A list of such borrowings is appended 
herewith : 

(1) <( Samudayartha§unyam yat tad apartham* pracaksate /” 

(Bha, IV, 8 ; Fra. I, 31) 

(2) *Kvacid # asrayasaundaryad dhatte sobham asadhv api / 

Kantavilocananyastam mallmasam ivafijanam// 
Sannivesavisesat tu duruktam api sobhate/ 

Nilam palasam abaddham 0 antarale srajam iva// 1 2 * 

(Bha. I, 55 and 54 ; Pra. II, 50 and 51,) 

(3) “Sarvam sarvena sarupyam nasti bhavasya kasyacit/ 

Yathopapatti krtibhir upamanam 7 prayujyate// 
Akhandamandalah kvenduh kva kantananam adyuti / 
Yatkmcitkantisamyat 8 tu sasinaivopamlyate^// 

(Bha, II, 43 and 44; Pra. II, 64, 65) 
The above passages*can be seen in the works of both Prakasavarsa 
and Bhamaha. 


1 Pra. reads f na dheyam\ 

2 Pra, reads 'bham iclam iha punar nai ... ... samyak/ 

3 Pra. reads ‘vyepyava. 1 4 Bha. reads •thakam isyate.’ 

5 Bha. reads ‘ki&cid.’ 6 Bha. reads ‘arabdha.’ 

7 Bha. reads 'ma su,’ g Bha. reads ‘many acchaSi.’ 
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>*Yad abhinnartham anyonyam tad ekartham pracaksat ej” 

(Bha. IV, 12) 

( 2 ) “Apakraman tu tad yatra paurvaparyaviparyayah/ ,! 

(Pra. I, 33) 

"Yathopadesara kraraaso nirdeso ’tra, kramo matah/ 
Tadapetam viparyasad ityakhyatam apakraraam ”// 

(Bha. IV, 20) 

(3) “prasiddharthapadanyasat prasada iti klrtitah/” 

(Pra. (II, 7) 

“Avidvadauganabalapratitartharp prasadavat/” 

(Bha. II, 3) 

(4) '“Jneyo’lankarayogo’yam kaminlvapuso yatha/ 

Nisargasundarasyapi prakarsadhayako dhruvam .”// 

(Pra. Ill, 2) 

"Na kantam api nirbhusam vibhati vanitananam.’’/ 

(Bha, I, 13) 

(5) “Vinayena vina ka srlh ka nisa sasina vina / 

Vina ca slesacitrabhyam kldrsl vagvidagdhata ”// 

(Pra. III,8o, 81) 

'“Vinayena vina ka Srlh ka nisa sasina vina/* 

Rahita satkavitvena kldrs! vagvidagdhata //” 

(Bha. I, 4) 

(1) “Uktabhinnartham ekartham vyaharanti visaradah/” 

(Pra. I, 32) 

In the same manner, the following passages can be seen in both 
the works of Prakasavarsa and Dandin : — 

(1) “Samudayarthasunyam yat tad apartham pracaksate” / 

(Da. Ill, J28; Pra I, 31) 

(2) “Ojas samasabhuyastvam.” 

(Da. I, 80; Pra. II, 17) 

(3) “Yatrodvego na dhlmatam.” 

(Da. II, Si J Pra. ri > 6z ) 

(4) “Asti kacid avastha sa 1 2 sabhisangasya cetasah/ 

Yasyam bhaved abhimata virudaharthapi bhaiati // 

(Da. Ill, 133 J Pra- II, 88) 

(5) “Iha sistanusisfcanam sistanam api sarvatha 3 / 

1 Da. reads “itisyate’. 2 Pra. reads 'sa yS (sara)gasya.’ 

3 Pra. reads ‘vada’. 
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Vacam eva prasadena Iokayatra pravartate// 

Idam andham tamah krtsnam jayeta bhuvanatrayam/ 

Yadi sabdahvayam jyotir 1 * asamsaran 3 na dlpyate”// 

(Da. I, 3 and 4; Pra. Ill, 67, 68) 

(6) “Anukampadyatisayo yadi kascid vivaksyate/ 

Na dosah punarukto’ pi 3 pratyuteyam aiankrtih 4 //” 

(Da. 111,137; Pra. 11,55,56) 

(7) “Krldagosbhivinodesu tajjnair aklrnamantrane/ 

Paravyamohane capi sopayogah prahelikah //” 

(Da. Ill, 97; Pra. Ill, 82) 

(8) “Na saiphitam vivaksyamltyasandhanam padesu yat / 

Tad visandhlti nirdistam na pragrhyadihetukam//” 

(Da. 111 , 159 ; Pra. II, 54, 55) 

The following passages of Prakasavarsa and Dandin resemble 
each other: — 

(1) “Uktabhinnartham ekartham vyaharanti visaradah/ 

(Pra. I, 32) 

“Avisesena purvoktam yadi bhuyo’pi klrtyate/ 

Arthatah sabdato vapi tad ekartham matam yatha //” 

(Da. Ill, 135) 

(2) “Lokatita ivartho yah so’timatra ihesyat e/” 

(Pra. I, 34) 

“Lokatita ivatyartbam adhyaropya vivaksitah/ 

Yo’rthas te natitusyanti vidagdha netare janah//” 

(Da. II, 89) 

(3) “Nahi Kusthadibhir dosai rahitam kaminivapuh/ 

Nrttagltadicaturyagunan nadriyate kvacit //” 

(Pra. II, 2) 

“ Syad vapus sundaram api svitrenaikena durbhagam/” ■ 

(Da. I, 7) 

(4) “Prasiddharthapadanyasat prasada iti klrtitah/” 

(Pra. II, 7) 

“Prasadavat prasiddhartham.” (Da. I, 45) 

(5) “Bandho fnrdusphubonmisravarnajanma na sankarah/ 

Bhajate yatra sodbhedam tat samatvam udlryate//” 

(Pra. 11,8) 


1 Pra. reads ‘yajjyotir.’ 2 Da. reads 'ram na.’ 

3 Pra. reads ’ktepi.’ 4 p ra . reads ‘kriya.’ 
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“Samarn bandhesvavisamam te trrdusphutamadhyamah/ 

Bandha SBrdusphutonmisravarnavinyasayonayah //” 

(Da. I, 47) 

(6) " Akathoraksaranyasah saukumaryam udahrtam/” 

(Pra. II, 9) 

“An isthuraksar aprayam sukumaram ihesvate//” 

(Da. I, 69) 

(7) “Rudhahankarataurjityam,” (Pra. II, 29) 

‘ Urjasvi rudhfihaukaram.” (Da. II, 275) 

(8) “Yatnah sambandhanirjflanahetuh ko’pi krto yadi / 

Kramabhran.sam api prahur na dcsam surayas tada //” 

(Pra. II, S3, 54) 

“Yatnah sair.bandhavijfianahetuko’pi krto yadi/ 

Kramaianghanam apyahus surayo naiva dusanam //” 

(Da. Ill, 146) 

(9) “Sukumararthabandhesu gaudais sithilam Isyate/ 

Anuprasadhiya te hi bandhavaidagdhyanisprhah//” 

(Pra. II, 67) 

“Sithilam / 

Anuprasadhiya gaudais tad istam bandhagauravat //” 

(Da. 1,43,44) 

(10) “Mattonmattadivakyesu napartham api dusyati/'’ 

(Pra. II, 74) 

“Unmattamattabalanam ukter anyatra dusyati/” 

(Da. Ill, 128) , 

(it) “Sarpsayayaiva sandigdham yadi jatu prayujyate/ 

Syad alankara evasau na dosa iti me matih//” 

(Pra. II, 76, 77) 

“Xdrsam samsayayaiva yadi va tu prayujyate/ 

Syad alankara evasau na dosas tatra tad yatha //* 

(Da. Ill, 141) 

(12) “Kantam bhavati sarvasya lokaslmanuvarttinah/” 

(Pra. II, 79 ) 

“Kantam bhavati sarvasya lokayatranuvarttinah//’’ 

(Da. I, 88) 

(13) “Uccyante rltayas tatra tathapi prasphutantarah/* 

(Pra. Ill, 17) 

“Tatra vaidarbhagaudiyau varnyete prasphutantarau/’’ ^ v 
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(14) “Pravrtter va nivrtter va yat karyam syan nibandhanam/ 
Tatrasya hetur ityakhya satprakarah sa kathyat e// 

Ekah pravarttako hetur anyah karye nivarttakah/ 

Abhavahetur aparo jnapako’nyah prayojakah// 

Anyo bahuprapancas tu citrahetur itl smrtah / 

Kvapi patra[vasavandhyah] kvapyarthantarabadhitah//* 

(Pra. IV, II, 12, 13) 

“Karakaj hapakau hetu tau canekavidhau yatha / 

Alankaratayoddisfcam nivrttavapi tat samam / 

Nirvartye ca vikarye ca hetutvam tadapeksaya / 

Prapye tu karmani pray ah krivapeksaiva hetuta // 

Hetur nivarttanlyasya darsitah 

*** ramyah jnapakahetavah// 

Abhavahetavah kecid vyahriyante manoharah/ 
Pragabhavadirfipasya hetutvam iha vastunah// 
Bhavabhava.syarup.asya karyasy ot pad an am prati/ 

Durakaryas tatsahajah karyanantarajas tatha/f* etc. 

; ■ .. . \ . (Da. II, 235-259) 

(15) “Suksmah suksmagunas tu sah.” (Pra. IV, 14) 

“Sauksmyat suksraa iti smftah.” (Da, II, 260) 

(16) “ prayatnad va karanam sahakari yat / 

Asadyate kriyarambhe tad dvidhaiva samahitam//* 

v ; ; (Pra, IV, 18) 

“Kmc id arabhamanasya karyam daivavasat punah/ 
Tatsadhanasamapattir ya tad alius samahitam//” 

/ ■ (Da. II, 298) 

(i 7 ) “P rasiddhahetutyagena hetvantaravibhavanam / 

Svabhavabhavanam syad ya vibhavana //” 

’yYV :.///;■' (Pra. IV, 19,20) 

“ l’rasiddhahetuvyavrttya y atkincitkaranantaram / 

Yatra svabhavikatvam va vibhavyam sa vibhavana//” 

(Da, II, 199) 

From these statements, I think it is possible to say that Bhamaha 
and Dandin are dependent on Prakasavarsa, and hence Prakasavarsa 
must have flourished before Bhamaha and Dandin, and after Bina- 
bhatfca, i.e., between 650 a.c. and 750 a.C, 
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‘‘Yad aha ~ 

Yac ca vrtyangasandhyaiigalaksaijadyagamantare/ 
Vvavarnitam id am cesfcam alaukaratavaiva nah II” 

( 111 , 38 ) 

The above verse, which must have been extracted by Prakasavarsa 
from some early work, Is seen in the Kavyadarsa of Dandin, As 
many other lines are found to be identical in Kasamava and Kavya- 
dar§a and are not Indicated as quotations by Prakasavarsa, it leads one 
to the conclusion that Prakasavarsa and Dandin must have borrowed 
this verse from the same source, necessarily an ancient work like the 
Nafcyaveda of Bharatamuni. If Prakasavarsa had taken this particular' 
verse from Dandin, he must have given the same indications to the 
other similar passages also. 

There were many ancient rhetoricians before the age of Prakasa- 
varsa, and he cites them by using the words — ‘vidur budhah\ Tasako- 
vidaih/ ‘sastravido viduh/ ‘prahuh/ ‘vyahar'anti visaradah/ etc. In 
the beginning of the Rasarnava he announces that he is going to 
describe the dom in accordance with the method of the ancients. 

“Kramasah purvabhangya tu tatprapancah prakirtyate/* (I, i) 

He also mentions several authors — < (A)dhyaraja , J ‘Srlsahasanka 1 2 * * , 
‘Barjta*, and ‘Vatsyayana*, and works — ‘Arthsastra* by ‘Mahesvara/ 
‘Svayavpbhu, ‘VatavyadhP, ‘BrhaspatP, and ‘Kautalya/ ‘Kamandaklya- 
nitisarak 1 and ‘Vidagdhamuldiamandana’. 5 * He declares that 


1 “When and where the author Kamandaka or Kamandaki lived, 
it is not possible to determine. It is certain, however, that he is 
anterior to Bhavabhuti who flourished In the seventh century AD. 
For, it is legitimate to surmise that Bhavabhuti was conversant with 
the Nltisara of Kamandaka as he thought it fit to give the name, 
Kamandaka— the traditional sense of which is restricted to the author 
of the Nltisara— to a female ascetic in his Malatlmadhava as profi- 
cient in the art of diplomacy. The Nltisara is also cited at the end 

of the first chapter of Dasaku maracar ita of Dandin Dr. 

Rajendra Lai Mitra, in his preface to Nltisara of Kamandaka, observes 
that a work of the like title was taken to the island of Bali by the 
Hindus who migrated thither about the beginning of the Christian 
era. ,? Introduction to Kamandaklya Nltisara, T.S.S., no. 14. 

2 Vidagdhamukhamandana by Dharmadasasuri. ^Kincayam' 

kavirajah kldr§ah, kasmin samaye kam bhuvam alancakareti vijfiatamb 

attva durghatam. Tathapi svamatya kincin nirdhafyate. Yad asau 
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in the age of Sahasahka, Sanskrit was spoken by ail the people in the 
country. 

“Kale Srisahasahkasya ke na Samskrtabhasinah/^ (III, 92) 
From this we can guess that Sahasahka also was like Parama- 
bhattarakamaharajadhirajasrlharsavardhanacakravartin, a patron of 
Sanskrit literature. In the same way he announces that in the age 
of (A.)dhyaraja, Prakrta was very familiar to the people. The direct 
citation of several works on Arthasastra is to be found in the work. 
Prakasavarsa, it seems to me ; describes the origin and development of 
Arthasastra chronologically, and by the use of present tense in 
the word ‘pravartate’ in the following line, 

“Vatavyadher api granthas saprapahcah pravartate/” 

(IV, 57 ) 

he makes special reference to the Arthasastra of Vatavyadhi, that 
was familiar in his time. 

Bhamaha and Dandin borrow the ideas of Prakasavarsa, and in 
some places they differ from each other in their opinions. 

For instance: 

(1) In Rasarnava the yamaka is divided into seven kinds. Bha- 
maha has divided them into five varieties, and includes the remaining 
two among these five, 

(2) Prakasavarsa describes ‘hetu’, ‘suksma’ and ‘lesa* as separate 
alahkaras, Bhamaha condemns this separation because they are 
not exhaustive, 

*'Hetu§ ca suksmo leso'tha nalahkarataya matah/ 
Samudayabhidheyasya vakroktyanabhidhanatah// 


Dharmadasanama surir bauddhasadhuh ‘Siddhausadhani’ iti pratha- 
mapadyena, madh) e Buddha-devastutya ca, tatah aslrvadokteh iti 
tlkatippanaslokaii ca jnayate. Ayam ca sarvesu desesu krtavihara- 
nah kavya-lankara-kosa-citrakalapravinas c&sit, Kihca prathamam 
§rautasmarta-dharml tadudvejanenaiva svadharmam vasatim ca vihaya 
magadhesu Pafcallputre bauddhadharmam sisriye* Ayam ca bauddha- 
nam katamasmin rajaiu Pataliputre magadhan prasasati saty asld ityadi 
tia jftSyate " / 

Introduction to Vidagdhamukhamandana, Edited by Rama- 
prapanna Sastri. 

_ in tllls work tke prasnottaras are described in the second and the 
third paricchedas. 
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Gato'stam arko bhatlndur yanti vasaya paksinah / 
ityevamadi kim kavyam vartam enatn pracaksate//” 


But Dandin condemns the opinion of Bhamaha and establishes 
that they are principal alankaras. 

“Hetus ca suksmalesau ca vacam uttamabhusanam/ 

Gato’stam arko bhatlndur yanti vasaya paksinah// 

Itidam api sadhveva kalavasthanivedane/ 

(3) Prakasavarsa has accepted ‘vukti (hetu) viruddha 5 and ‘prati- 
jnaviruddha’ as dosas. But Bhamaha does not agree with Prakasavarsa. 
Dandin has stated that there is difference of opinion among rhetoricians 
as to whether they are dosas or not. 


2 he subject-matter 


Bhamaha and Dandin give definitions and illustrations for all 
alankaras, gunas, dosas, etc, which they describe, while Piaka&avarsa 
merely defines. I have stated elsewhere how many paricchedas 
Rasarnava contains and have spoken about the subject-matter they 
individually deal with. The first pariccheda is styled dosapramosa. 
In this pariccheda dosas are described as of three kinds, namely 
(i) padadosa, (2) vakvadosa, and (3) vakyarthadosa. The padadosas are 
fourteen in number. They are :-(l) asadhu (2) anibaddha (3) kasta 
(4) klista (5) anarthaka (6) apustartha (7) gudhartba (8) apratlta 
(9) sasamsaya (10) neyartha (u) asamartha (12) aprayojaka (i 3 )desya 
and (141 gramya. In this classification the last, gramyadosa, is further 
divided into three, namely ( a ) asabhya b) amangala and {c) ghrnakara. 

Vakvadosas are also fourteen in number. They are:— (1) sabda- 
hlna (2) kramabhrasta (3) visandhi (4) punamkta ( S ) vyakirna 
(6) bhinnavrtta (7) sahktrna (8) garbhita (9) bhinnalinga (10) bhinna- 
vacana (n) khanja (12) nyuna (13) adhika and (.41 slesadigunahina. 

The bhinnavrtta is again classified into two as follows : 

“Tad varnayati bhedena dvidha tajflair udahrtam, 
of which the yatibhrainSadosa is one. In addition to this yati- 
bhramsa, they have also treated of another dosa which is named 
bhinnavrtta. 

The gunas can be divided into (1) fiabdagnna (2) artha- 
guna and (3) ubhayaguna. The sabdagunas are (a) slesa (^samar 
and (c) sukumarata. Arthagunas are (a) arthavyakti (b) prasada an< 
(c) kanti. Ubhayagunas are (a) ojas (b) madhurya (c) aud 
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(d) samtdhi. The absence of these ten gums Is described as ten dosas, 
These are indicated by the word adisabda in the expression ( §Ie§adiguna*. 
They areas follows:— (i) slesaviparyava {2} samyaviparyaya (3) sail- 
kumaryaviparyaya (4) arthavyaktiviparyaya (5) prasadavsparyaya (6) 
kantiviparyaya (7) praudhiviparyaya (8) madhuryaviparyaya (9) au- 
daryaviparyaya and (10) nissamadhi. 

There are 16 dosas relating to vakyartha. They are: — (1) apartha 
(2) vyartha (3) ek artha (4) sasamsaya (5) apakrama (6) khinna (7) 
atimatra (8) virasa (9) parusa (10) hfnopama (11) adhikopama (12) 
visadrsopama (13) aprasiddhopama (14) niralankara (15) asllla and 
(16) viruddha. 

Among these, the last viruddhadosa can be classified into three 
sections under the names (1) pratyaksaviruddha (2) anumanaviruddha 
and (3) agamaviruddha. The pratyaksa includes (a) cle§aviraddha 
(5) kalaviruddha and (c) lokaviruddha ; anumana includes (a) yukti- 
viruddha ( 6 ) aucityaviruddha and (c) kamasastraviruddha. The line 
which describes the characteristics of kalaviruddha is not to be seen 
in the text. But the statement in the second chapter that kalaviruddha 
sometimes becomes a guna by some reason, clearly indicates that 
the description of this dosa is omitted in the original palm-leaf 
manuscript. 

Bhamaha has treated of only 15 dosas. x\nd he has not divided 
them with reference to pada, vakya or vakyartha. For, these dosas, 
when they relate to pada, vakya and vakyartha, come under the respect- 
ive categories. He also declares his approval of two dosas yuktivirud- 
dha and pratijnaviruddha, He says that the punaruktadosa becomes 
ney artha when it is related to artha. Dandin has accepted only ten 
dosas, and these ten dosas relate to artha and sabda, He also 
mentions the controversy which existed among rhetoricians about 
yukti (hetu) viruddha and pratijhaviruddha, as to whether they are 
guna or not. ' 7 ■ : 7 ’ 

Under the head of vakya there exist two dosas, nyuna and adhika, 
and the same are also described under vakyartha as nyanopama and 
adhikopama. There is no difference among these dosas except their 
difference in relation to vakyartha. With regard to upama, four 
dosas are defined under vakyartha. The first two, nyunopama 
and adhikopama, are illustrated by Bhamaha and Dandin, and the 
last two, aprasiddhopama and visadrsopama, are explained only by 
Bhamaha. Regarding these two, Dandin Is silent In addition to 
these, Bhamaha and Dandin speak of two more upamadosas which 
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are caused by the difference in gender and number among upamana 
(that with which anything is compared) and upameya (that which 
is compared). Prakasavarsa has designated them as bhinnalinga and 
bhinnavacana and placed them under the head of vakya. There is 
a seventh upamadosa known as viparyaya (asadrsata?) which is men- 
tioned by Bhamaha alone. Bhamaha in his Kavyalahkara says that 
these seven upama-defects are expressed by Medhavirudra, one of his 
predecessors. 

The second pariccheda is styled gunopadana (acquisition of 
qualities), 

L Gun as are divided into sabda and artha. The £abdagunas are 
22 5 n number. They are: — ( i) slesa (2) prasada (3) samata (4) 
madhurva (5) sukumarata (6) arthavyakti (7) kanti (8) audarya (9) 
udattata (10) ojas (ii) aurjitya (i2)preyas (13) sufiabdata (14) samadhi 

(15) suksma (16) gambhlrya (17) samksepa (18) vistara (19) sammitya 
(20) bhavikatva (21) riti and (22) ukti. 

All these names are significant of their character, Prakasavarsa 
insists that words and sentences should be constructed in a particular 
form to bring about these qualities, Arthagunas also are 22 in 
number. There is no separate name for them and they bear the 
names of sabdagunas, Bhamaha has not devoted any particulai 
chapter or section to describe gunas which are indispensable to poetry, 
while Dandin treats of only ten gunas as the essence of Vaidarbha- 
marga. Neither does he mention gunas that are related to Gaudamarga 
except some differences between Vaidarbhi and Gaudl. Some of 
the gunas described by Prakasavarsa are considered as alankaras by 
Bhamaha and Dandin, because their characteristics seem to be the 
same in all three works. The characteristics of audarya and udatta 
are as follows : — 

cc Vadanti bandhavaikafcyam audaryarn kavipungvah/ 

Slaghyair visesanair yuktam udattam iti tad viduh// (II, 16) 

Dandin says that some rhetoricians ascribe the definition of 

udatta to udara (audarya), -■ ; 

“Slaghyair visesanair yuktam udaram kaiscid isyat 
II. After the description of gunas, the author explains the manner 
in which the dosas treated in the first pariccheda sometimes become 
gunas and he speaks of 43 such dosas, excluding only one 
dosa, virasa. It is not possible to decide whether the 
actually - omitted or it is an omission in 

script as in 
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“Dosanam api yesarn syad gunatvavn karanat kvacit/ 

Catvarimsat tad ucyante te ca vaisesika gunah jj” 

C 11 . 35>3<5) 

In the above verse, the author says that there are only 40 dosas. 
This number seems to me inconsistent, because he defines 43 such 
dosas altogether. He treats of dosas as gunas under the same order 
as is used in the first pariccheda, i.e., at first, pad a, then vakya, 
and then vakyartha. Describing the last dosa under vakya, Praka- 
savarsa says that the absence (1) of slesaguna will be construed as 
saithilyadosa (2) of samya as vaisamya (3) of saukumarya as kathora 
(4) of arthavyakti as neyartha (5) of prasada as aprasanna (6) of kanti 
as avyutpanna (7) of praudhi (ojas) as apraudhi (8) of madhurya as 
anirvyudha (9) of audarya as niralankara and (10) of nissamadhi as 
rjumarga. Among these, the fourth and ninth, neyartha and niralan- 
kara, are treated as separate dosas under vakya and vakyartha respec- 
tively. From the nature of the treatment of these ten dosas ‘slesadi- 
gunahina', it can be presumed that the author is not very particular 
in considering such abspnce as dosas. On the contrary, he is very 
particular that the ten gunas (in addition to other gunas) should be 
indispensable to poetry. With a similar view in mind, Dandin treats 
of ten gunas and not of their absence as constituting dosas : — 

“Slesah prasadas samata madhuryam sukumarata/ 

Arthavyaktir udaratvam ojahkantisamadhayah”// 


III. The beginning of the second chapter (pariccheda) is as 
follows : — 

“Nirdistasyapi kavyasya gunopadanam antara”/ (II, 1) 

From this it can be inferred that the author himself has described 
the characteristics of kavya with its various divisions elsewhere, and 
therefore the same is not treated in this work. Moreover, the work begins 
without any benedictory verse or any kind of introduction such as 
‘granthakartrprasasti,’ ’anubandhacatusfcayanirupana’ etc. The first 
pariccheda is devoted to dosas. All these go to prove that there 
must nave existed some more chapters of the work containing ‘kavya- 
nirdesaprakarana’ and other connected matter. As Bhamaha and 
Dandin extensively describe the characteristics of kavya and their 
varieties, there must have been a source for their works. 

I- The tiurd pariccheda is styled sabdalaiika raprakasan a (mani- 
^ fcstation of figure of speech depending for its charm on sound or 
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words). At first, Prakasavarsa gives the genera! characteristics of 
alankara in a dear manner. Then he divides them into three classes 
(i) bahyas (2) abhyantaras and (3) ubhayas. The sabdalahkaras 
come under the first class, because they elevate sound or words. 
The antaras (abhyantara) are called arthalankaras because they elevate 
the sense of poetry. The author has not given the names of alankaras 
which come under the third class ubhaya. But from the nature of his 
treatment it is very easy to guess that alankaras like siesa come under 
the third class, 

II. There are iS sabdalahkaras. They are: — (1) jati (2) rlti (3) 
vrtti (4) racana (5) ghatana (6) rnudra (7) chaya (8) yukti (9) bhaniti 
(10) firavyata (ii)- S le§a (12) citra {13) aucitya (14) prasnottara (15) 
prahelika (r6) anuprasa (17) yamaka and (18) gudhokti. 

The jati, which is in the form of Samskrta, Prakrta, etc., is divided 
into sudd ha and sadharanl. Without mentioning their general term 
and without dividing them into suddha and sadharanl, Bhamaha 
and Dandin classify languages into Samskrta, Prakrta and Apa- 
bhramsa, but Dandin adds a fourth one called Misra. Dandin states 
that they are the divisions of vanmaya. There are five litis, namely 
(1) vaidarbhl (2) gaudl (3) pancall (4) lati and (5) avanti. Rlti is 
the name given to the construction of a sentence according to the 
peculiarities of the people using it. According to Dandin there 
are several ritis, but two of them, vaidarbhl and gaudl, are more 
important than others because these exhibit marked differences. 
He describes extensively only these two. There are four vrttis: 
(1) kaisikx (2) arabhatx (3) bharati and (4) satvati. Mudra is 
divided into four kinds in relation to (1) vibhakti (2) vacana (3) 
samvidhana and (4) samuccaya. Imitation of other writers is called 
chaya. It is divided into six kinds (1) padayukti (2) padarthayukti 
(3) vakyayukti (4) vakyarthayukti (S) prakaranayukti, and (6) praban- 
dhayukti ; bhaniti into four (1) sambhavanarupa (2) asambhavanarupa 
(3) kalpanarupa and (4) virodharupa ; sravyata into six (1) aslrupa (2) 
namaskriyarupa (3) nandlrupa (4) vasturupa (5) bijarupa and (6) 
prarocanarupa ; §lesa into six (1) prakrtislesa (2) vibhaktislesa (3) 
padaslesa (4) vacana siesa (3) bhasaslesa and (6) pratyayaslesa ; aucitya 
into two (1) abhidhanaucitya and (2) bandhaucitya ; and prasnottara 
into six (1) antah-prasna (2) bahih-prasna {3) ubhayapra£na (4) pvsta- 
prasna (5) uttaraprasna and (6) jatiprasna, Prakasavarsa states that 
the study of the work VIdagdhamukhamandana will furnish 
description, and 
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into six kinds (i) parivartita (2) vinyasta (3) lupta (4) vyutkrama (5) 
binduka and (6) artha. Bhamaha has not illustrated prahelika, 
but he says that the surname of prahelika is yamaka, and it is des- 
cribed by Ramasarman in his Acyutottara. Dan din mentions 14 
varieties of prahelika and describes them with examples. There 
is no similarity between varieties described by Prakasavarsa and 
Dandin. There are seven kinds of yamaka. They are: (1) 
avyapeta (with restricted position of letters or words) (2) avyapeta 
(without restriction of letters or words in their position) (3) vyapeta 
(with restricted position of letters or words) (4) vyapeta (without 
restriction of letters or words) (3) avyapetavyapetaka (with restricted 
position of words or letters) (6) avyapetavyapetaka (without restriction 
of letters or words in their position) and (7) samudgaka. Accord- 
ing to Bhamaha’s division, yamaka is of five kinds viz. (1) adiyamaka 
(2) madhyantayamaka (3) padabhyasayamaka (4) avaliyamaka and 
(5) samastapadayamaka. He includes the other varieties sandastaka, 
samudgaka, etc. with the above five. In addition to seven varieties 
treated by PrakaSavarsa, Dandin separately describes some more. 


namely sandasta, samudga, slokabhyasa, mabayamaka and pratiloma. 
He also informs us that even though the sandasta is included with 
some other species by some authors, he is very particular to make it 
a separate one. In the beginning of the third pariccheda of his 
Kavyadarsa 1 he has devoted 78 verses to the description of yamaka- 
varieties. 

According to the author, anuprasa comes after prahelika. But 
in the present text no description is available regarding anuprasa, 
because yamaka is treated after prahelika. I think that the des- 


1 There are many editions of Kavyadarsa. The Calcutta 
edition by Jivananda Vidyasagara contains only three paricchedas, 
joining the third and fourth prakaranas together. I have seen 
an old palm leaf Ms. of Kavyadarsa in Travancore, and the 
following particulars are to be found in this Ms.:— (1) It contains four 
paricchedas, including a separate one for dosas, (2) The last sentence 
of each chapter contains Aryadaijdiviracite (not Acaryadandi) Dandya- 
lamkare (not Kavyadarse), 

Dandyalamkara is the original name of the work. It was afterwards 
styled 'Kavyadarsana’ and now ‘Kavyadarsa/ There is a transla- 
tion of the work in Tamil, entitled ‘Dandi-alatnkara’ which, I 
suppose, was translated about the 10th century a.c. 
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cription of anuprasa in the Ms* is. lost* After dividing yamaka into 
seven kinds^ the author says :~ 

f< Laksyalaksanabodhartham diamatram tu pradarsyate®*/ 

( 111 , 64 ) 

But the laksyalaksanbodhapradarsana is also not to be found in 
the text Gudhokti is of five kinds. They are: (i) by kriyabheda 
(2) by karakabheda (3) by sambandhabheda (4) by padabheda and (5) 
by abhiprayabheda. 

III. After giving this description Prakasavarsa says that 
these alahkaras are the several positions of the Goddess of speedy 
they are to be the main points of the sentences to be construct- 
ed in such a way as will give proficiency, fame, reputation, glory, 
and credit to the writer, and that they are indispensable to 
poetry. 

IV. He concludes the third chapter (pariccheda) with a descrip- 
tion of the passage — “vicitra hi Sarasvatl." 

The fourth chapter is styled Arthalamkaranirnaya (considera- 
tion of arthalamkaras). There are 28 such alamkaras. They are : 
(1) jati (2) hetu (3) ahetu (?) (4) suksma (5) sara (6) samahita (7) bhava 
(8) vibhavana (9) anyonya (10) virodha (11) visatna (12) sambhava (13) 
pratyanlka (14) vyatireka (1$) asangati (16) iesa (17) parivrtti (18) 
nimllana (19) vitarka (20)smarana (21) bhranti (22) abhava (23) agama 
(24)upamana (25) anumana (26) pratyaksa (27) samsaya and (28) 
atisaya. , ; 

* Among these i, 3, 5, 7, 9 , n-14, 15, and 18-26 are not described 
by Bhamaha. He treats of some additional alamkaras : (1) arthantara- 
nyasa (2) ananvaya (3) apahnuti (4) aprastutaprasamsa (5) aksepa (6) 
asis (7} utpreksa (8) udatfca (9) upama (10) tipameyopama (n) urjasvin 
(12) tulyayogita (13) dipaka (14) nidarSana (15) paryayokta (16) prat i- 
vastupama (17) preyas (18) bhavika (19) yathasamkhya (20) rasavat (21) 
rupaka (22) visesokti (23) vyajastuti (24) slesa (25) samasokti (26) 
sahokti (27) samsrsti, and (28) svabhavokti, which are not defined in 
the Rasarnava. Dandin has accepted 35 alamkaras in all, and he descri- 
bes them with examples. He has reproduced nine alamkaras (2, 4, 6 , 
8, 10, 14, 16, 17 and 28) from the Rasarnava. In addition to these, the 
following occupy his attention : (1) svabhavokti (2) upama (3) rupaka 
(4) dipaka (5) avrtti (6) aksepa (7) arthantaranyasa (8) samasokti (9) 
utpreksa (10) krama (xi) preyas (12) rasavat (13) urjasvin (14) paryayokta 
(is) ud'atta (16) apahnuti (i 7) sle§a (18) visesa (19) tulyayogita. (20) 
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aprastutaprasamsa (21) vyajastuti (22) nidarsana (23} sahokti (24) asis 
(25) sanklrna and (26) bhavika. 

(1) Preyas (2) urjasvin (3) udatta and {4) bhavika, which are 
regarded as gunas by Prakasavarsa, are converted into alamkaras 
by Bhamaha and Dandin. In the Rasarnava the siesa is included in the 
sabdalamkara. Bhamaha and Dandin have transferred it to arthalani- 
kara. The jati is also described as the first sabdalamkara. Hetu 
is divided into six kinds : (1) pravartaka (2} nivartaka (3) abhava 
(4) jnapaka (5) prayojaka and (6) citra. Dandin has divided hetu 
into four varieties excepting the first two, and given the name karaka 
to prayojaka. He also mentions that jhapaka and karaka will come 
under pravrtti and nivrtti and divides karaka into three kinds : 
(a) nirvartya ( 5 ) vikarya, and '(c) prapya, and divides citrahetu into 
many varieties : (a) durakary a (b) karyasahaja (c) karyanantaraja (d) 
ayuktakarya (e) yuktakarya, etc. Prakasavarsa has divided suksma 
into six kinds, whereas Dandin into two. Sara is of two kinds 
under dharmi and dharma. Samahita also is of two kinds. Dandin 
makes no division of this alamkara. Prakasavarsa says that virodha 


may come also under sabdalamkara, but for fear of increasing the 
number of sabdalamkaras, he has not illustrated it in the sabdalamkara- 
prakarana. The divisions of sambhava are (1) vidhi (2) nisedha (3) 
ubhayarupa and (4) ubhayavarjita. Vyatireka is calculated into 
seven kinds (1) ekavyatireka (2) ubhayavyatireka (3) sadrsavyatireka 
(4) asadrsavyatireka (5) sajativyatireka (6) vyaktivyatireka and (7) 
rupakaprakrti, Bhamaha makes no divison of this alamkara. Dandin 
also speaks of seven species of this, and has given the same name for 
1, 2, 3 and 5. - The remaining ones are {a) saksepavyatireka ( 6 ) sahe- 
tu vyatireka and ( c ) saslesavyatireka. He also describes some varie- 
ties of the third, sadrsayvyatireka. They are: (a) sabdopadanasad- 
rsyavyatireka and (2) pratlyamanasadrsyavyatireka, etc, Abhavalam- 
kara is classified into four varieties: (x) pragabhava (2) pradhvamsa- 
bhava (3) atyantabhava, and (4) kalpitabhava. Here anyonyabhava 
is not mentioned, and samsargabhava alone is described. Some 
Naiyayikas hold the opinion that samsargabhava Contains only three 
kinds, omitting the last one, whereas some others have opined that 
it has four divisions. Prakasavarsa supports the latter and gives 
four divisions of abhava. Kalpitabhava is also called samayikabhava. 
Agamalaipkara is described extensively. It is divided into four 
kinds: (i) dharma (2) artha (3) kama and (4) moksa. Dharma can 
be earned by pravrtti and nivrtti. There -are three kinds of artha: 



1 Vide Sans. Intro, to Svapna; TSS, No. 15. pp 9 23-25. 

2 I thank the authorities of the Government Mss. Library, Madras, 

for allowing me to use this Ms. . ' 

3 Bulletin of the School of. Oriental Studies, vol IV. part II, 


(1) pitrya {2) sva and {3) sahcita, Prakasavarsa makes reference to 
the works on ArthaSastra, and describes ten important sections of a 
treatise on Arthasastra, They are : (1) vinayaskandha (2) vartaskandha 
(3) vyavahytiskandha (4) raksSskandha (5) mantraskandha (6) upaya- 
pkandha and (7) vibhramaskandha (8) upanisatskandha (9) yuddha- 
skandha and (10) prafiamaskandha. Then he shows ten main uses of 
Arthasastra and deals with kama, and classifies women into (a) kanya 
(b) svastri (e) parastrl and {d) samanya. Kama related to kanya will 
fall under two categories as vaivahika and paradarika, Svastri can 
be divided into two kinds as rudha and avaruddha, and parastrl 
into three as rudha, avaruddha, and randa. Pratyaksalamkara will 
come into five classes according to their relation to arthapancaka. 

As the experienced men will long to taste the charm and richness 
of ideas, the poet who writes kavya is expected to construct sentences 
in such a way that they will be full of ideas and beauties. Thus 
he closes the fourth chapter. 

Dr. Ganapati Sastri has observed 1 2 that (a) Bhamaha was familiar 
with Bhasa's dramatical works, (b) the origin of Brhatkatha is after 
Bhamaha, (c) he must have flourished before Kalidasa, and {d) his 
age may be settled as the first century B.c. But these are only 
the assumption of Dr* Sastri, 

There was no work available on the history of Sanskrit rhetori- 
cians, their systems, and their comparative merits. Prof. S. K. De, 
who has been working in this . field for a long time, has made a 
valuable contribution to the Sanskrit world, by publishing his ‘San- 
skrit Poetics/ In this work he has described all the rhetoricians 
and their works chronologically, and made comparative statements. 
I find that about 410 rhetoricians and 430 alamkara-works receive 
his attention, including minor works and authors. But the Rasarnava 
of Prakasavarsa, which is the earliest work on poetics after the 
Natyaveda, is not cited in his work and the reason may be the rarity of 
the Ms. 3 Some time after the publication of his work he came to know 
the existence of the Rasarnava and made the following remarks 8 

“Rasarnava by Prakasavarsa. It is in five paricchedas, the 
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- first four of which deal with guna and dosa and the last 
with rasa. This work also shows the influence of the above 
work of Bhoja (S§rngaraprakasa). It is a comparative!}' recent 
composition, and PrakaSavarsa cannot be identical with 
the Praka^avarsa known to us as the preceptor of Vallabha- 
deva, the famous scholiast on the standard classical kavyas.” 
From the statements made by me about PrakaSavarsa and his 
work, it is easy to understand that these remarks of Prof. De are not 
acceptable. His statement that “the first four (paricchedas) of which 
(Rasarnava) deal with guna and dosa” is unquestionably an error and 
the same is found in the report of the Mss. Library also. 

After the printing of the text, I have been able to make some 
corrections and emendations of the text, and I give them below :— 

(1) ‘hatam desakalaloka’ (I— 40) 

(2) ‘nllam palasa’ instead of ‘nllam ca pasa’ (II — 51) 

(3) 'tain vivaksami’ instead of ‘tam vicaksyaim’ (II — 54) 

(4) na pragrhyadihetukam.’ (II — 55) 

(5) ‘sarvam sarvena' (II — 64) 

(6) ‘hasyadav avyutpannam api’ (II — 7) 

(7) -apakramo’pi, instead of ‘a (theda ?) m api’ (II— ,77) 

(8) 'nisargasu’ (III — 2) • 

(9) ‘citrani yu’ (III — 29) 

(10) ‘tam tadr’ instead of ‘tattadr’ (III — 29) 

(n) read ‘purusaprayojya’ or ‘nrvaraprayojya’ instead of ‘bhara- 
taih prayojya’ (III — 32) 

(12) read ‘nyayena’ instead of ‘tyagena’ (III— 34) 

(13) read ‘sokabhava’ instead of cittabhava’ (III— 34) 

(14) ‘cestam alah’ (III — 38) 

(15) 'praSnottaranamna ... ... ... ... ... 

kn< 3 agosthlvinodesu tajnair aklrnamantrane/ (III— 82) 

(16) ‘nidheyam’ instead of 'na dheyam’ (Bhamaha’s reading) 
( 111 - 97 ) 

(17) ‘bham viracitam idam sthanam asyaitad asya’ (Bhamaha’s 
reading) (III — 97) 

(18) ‘tir hetu’ instead of ‘tihetu’ (IV — 2) 

(19) ‘Ingitakara’ (IV — 14) 

(20) ‘Sara ityu (?)’ instead of ‘Rasa ityu' (IV— 17) 

(21) ‘guktam’ instead of ‘guptam’. (IV— 24). 

V. Venkataram Sharman 
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Pade vakye ’tha vakyartlie dosavargas tv ayam tridha | 
Kramasah purvabhangya tu tatprapaiicah (praklrtyate) ll X ll 
(Asadhu ca) nibaddham ca kasfcam klistam anarthakam i 
Apustartham ca gudhartham apratitam sasamsayam 11 2 II 
Neyartham asamartham ca yac ca tatraprayojakam I 
Do * * * sam iti spastam padadosas caturdasa ll 3 11 
SabdaiSstraviruddham yat tad asadhu nigadyate 1 
Na prayuktam (krtin ? kavln)drair yad anibaddham tad ucyate H4II 
Pra * * ccaryavarnas tu kastara sravanadurbhagam 1 
Paramparyena carthasya sucakam klistam ucyate 115 ll 
Padapuranamatram yat tac ca * * d anarthakam i 
V acyatucchataya klistam apustartham manisibhih fl 6 || 
Aprasiddharthasambaddham gudhoktir abhidhlyate I 
Sastras * * * yuktam yad apratitam tad ucyate 11 7 11 
Yatrarthantarasambandhas tad vadanti sasamsayam 1 
Svayam kalpitasanketam neyartha (m abhidhlyate) 11 8 ll 
Asamartham tu yad baddham rudhivartmavyatikramat I 
Vivaksitaprameyasya nopakary aprayojakam I) 9 ll 
DeSya * thava yan nyastam desarudhigatam padam 1 
Asabhyamangalam gramyam tatha yac ca ghrpakaram I 1 10 ll 
Saksat tatsmrtihetutvat trividha * * * bhavet ll 
Sabdahlnam kramabhrastam visandhi punaruktimat !l ix II 
Vyaktrnam bhinnavrttam ca sanklrijain garbhitam tatha 1 
Vibhinnalingavacane khan jam nyunadhikam bhavet II 12 ll 
Slesadigunahtnam ca vakyadosas caturdaSa 1 
Bhinnabhasapadaviddham sabdahlnam (pra) klrtitam II 13 If 
Sabdarthavyutkramo yatra kramabhrastam tad isyate I. 
Viruddhasandhi nissandhi visandhlti nigadyate u 14 ll 
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Tadrk padapadarthanam nibandhe punaruktimat I 
Anekapadasantanavyahatasmrtibhih padaih <l 15 II 
Yojana yatra tad vakyam vyakxrnam abhidhlyate | 
Chandolaksanahlnam tu bhinnavrttam vidur budhah il 16 11 
Tad varnayatibhedena dvidha tajjnair udahrtam I 
Vakyantarapadonmisram (ya)t tat sankirnam isyate II 17 II 
Vakyantarasagarbham yat tad vakyam garbhitam viduh 1 
Bhinnalingam alihgatvad upamanopameyayoh II 18 II 
Yasmin vacanavaisamyam upamanopameyayoh I 
Tad bhinnavacanam nama nibadhnanti na sadhavah II 19 II 
Kriyavirahitam vakyam khafijam ity abhidhlyate I 
Jneyam nyunopamam nyunair upamaya visesanaih || 20 II 
ViSesanadhikaupamyam vijneyam adhikopamam | 
Sabdarthobhayabhedena viprathante tridha gunah II 2 1 II 
(Tadvi)paryayato dosas tridha vakye vyavasthitah 1 
Tatra sabdagunah slesah samata sukumarata II 22 || 
Arthavyaktih prasadaS ca kantir ity arthasamsrayah 1 
Ojo madhuryam audaryam samadhis cobhayatmakah 11 23 II 
Tatra tac chithilam vakyam bhavet slesaviparyayah I 
Visamam tu tad icchanti yatra samyaviparyayah II 24 1| 

Tat kathqram bhaved yatra saukumaryaviparyayah I 
Santah sarn(santi) neyartham arthavyaktiviparyayah |i 25 I! 
Aprasannam tad evahur yah prasadaviparyayah 1 
Avyutpannam tam ity ahur yatra kantiviparyayah || 26 II 
* * s sabdarthayoh praudhir apraudhis tadviparyayah I 
Rudhibhangad anirvyudham madhuryasya viparyayah (j 27 || 
Niralankaram (ity a) hur audaryasya viparyayah I 
Rjumarga iti jneyo nissamadhir giram kramah I! 28 II 
Apartham vyartham ekartham sasamsayam apakramam I 
Khinnam caivatimatram ca virasam parusam tatha (| 29 || 
Hinaupamyadhikaupamye tatha visadrSopamam | 
Aprasiddhopamam caiva niralankaram eva ca || 30 |1 
Aslllam ca viruddham ca vakyarthe sodasa smrtah I 
SamudayarthaSunyam (yat tad a)partham pracaksate |) 31 || 
Yad aprayojanam yac ca gatartham vyartham eva ca l 
Uktabhinnartham ekSrtham vySharanti viSaradah [| 32 i| 
Sasamsayam tu yat prahur yatrarthasya na niscayah | 
Apakramatp tu tad yatra paurvaparyaviparyayah || 33 || 
Jatyadyukta * * * dham khinnam ity abhidhlyate i 
Lokatlta ivartho yah so ’timatra ihesyate I! 34 || 
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Aprakrtarasam jfieyaiu virasam (rasa) kovidaih l 
Atikruras tu vakyarthah paruso vidusara matah 113511 
Hlnam yatroparoanam syat so’rtho hlnoparaah smrtah t 




(Yatro)pamanam adhikam taj jfieyam adhikopamam 11 3611 
Atulyam upamanam ced bhaved visadrsopamam \ 
Aprasiddhopamanam ced a(pra)siddhopamain tu tat ll 37 li 
Niralankaram ity ahur alankar avivarj i tam i 
Yad asabhyirthasanabaddham tad aslllam udahrtam 113811 
Pra(tyaksa ? siddhi)vyahataui vastu viruddham abhidhlyate i 
Pratyaksadiprabhedena tridha sastravido viduh 113911 
Pratyaksavyahatam * * * lalokavirodhakrt 1 

Yuktyaucityapratijilanara virodhas tv anumanabhuh 114011 
Dharmarthakamaiastranam virodhas tv agamodbhavah 1 
Evam trayara api tritvan navatam pratipadyate 114111 
Tatra desaviruddham tad yatr * * * na yad bhavet 1 
Tac ca lokaviruddham yat sarvalokair asammatam II4211 
Tat tu yuktiviruddham syad avicarena (yat krtam) | 

Tad aucityaviruddham syat patre yadya (bha?) no**ll43ll 
Tat pratijuavlruddham syat pratijM yena badhyate 1 
DharmaSastraviruddham yaj jfieyam dharmavirodhi tat H44II 
ArthaSastraviruddham taj jueyam nltibahiskrtam 1 1 
KamaSastrakalaSastraviruddham yan nibadbyate H45H 
Kamasastravirodhiti tat sarvam abhidhlyate ll 
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Nirdistasyapi kavyasya gunopadanam antara | 

Sastrartha * * lalokah sadhutvam nanumanyate li x 11 
Na hi kusthadibhir dosai rahitam kaminivapuh 1 
Nrttagxtadicaturyagunan (nadriya)te kvacit 11211 
Tesu sabdagunas tavat dvavimsatir udlritah 11 
Te ca sanvayanamano nigadyante tnanisibhih 1(31 1 
iSlesah prasadah samata madhuryam sukumarata 11 
Arthavyaktis tatha kantir udaratvam udattata 11411 
Ojai ca punar aurjityam a(tha) preyah susabdata ll 
Samadhih sauksmyagambhirye (sam)ksepo vistaras tatha 1151s 
Sammityam bhavikatvam ca rltir uktis tathaiva ca 1 1 
Esa * » guijoddeso nirdeSo'tra nigadyaM 11 Ajl 
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Yatra bandho’tisamslistah sa slesah kavibhih smrtah it 
Prasiddharthapadanya(sat pra)sada iti klrtitah liyil 
Bandho mrdusphutonmi&ravarnajanma na sankarah 11 
Bhajate yatra sodbhedam tat samatvam udlryate ttSil 
Arthocitavacobandho madhuryam abhidhlyate |l 
Akathoraksaranyasah saukumaryam udahrtam H9II 
Dvitlyatulya * * nam sarve casamayoginah.il 
Saukumaryena badhyante ni (?) vindur gurusamyutah Itioll 
Rephadvayasamopeto nai * * kvacid isyate.ll 
Na caikalaksananyaso bahusu syan nirantarah 1| 1 1 il 
Narad eko’pi bahavo vina citra * * dhanat (?) ]! 

Svayarn repho mrduh kimtu kathorayati yoginam 11I2H 
Anyonyamrdusamyogah svalpo dosaya (kalpa)te 11 
Kathinyalaksanatp tatra hantum yuktyapi Sakyate Hi 311 
Atiprasangadosas tu pratttyaiva nirasyate || 

A(yam eva) svaraddhantah purvam evavalambitah H14H 
Arthavyaktim tu vidvamsah prahuh sampumavakyatam U 
Bandhasyo *** kantis sphuranad abhidhlyate Hi 511 
Vadanti bandhavaikatyam audaryam kavipuhgavah 11 
Slaghyair vi(Sesanair yuktam u)dattam iti tad viduh |ll6|l 
Ojas samasabhuyastvam tad (dvandva ?) padapaddhatih 11 
Bandhagadhatvam aurjityam samase vyasa ** ca 111711 
Preyarthapadavinyasah preyah kavibhir isyate li 
Ya subantatinantanam vyutpattih sa susabdata Hi8ll 
Samadhir (anyadha)rmasya bhaved anyatra ropanam )| 
Sauksmyam ahus tu Sabdanam' antah sanjalparupatam H19H 
Dhvanimatta tu gambhlryam aryair (esa) gunah smrtah 11 
Abhidhanam samasena samksepah pariklrtitah H20|l 
Vyastam vistara ity ahur abhidhan avisarad a h )| 

Y avadarthapada(tvam hi) sammitatvam nigadyate 112 1 11 
Bhavabhivyafljaka vani bhavikatvam udahrtam u 
Upakramasya nirvaho rltir ity abhidhlyate 112211 
(Vina ?)ntarena carthasya bhananSd uktir isyate 11 
Ete ’py arthagunas tajjnair dvavimsatir udahrtah 112311 
Tesam (ca la)ksanam brumas tat sadbhih paribhavyatam 11 
Sapidhanasusutratvam (?) tesu sleso ’bhidhlyate I12411 
Yatra prakata evarthah sa (prasa)do gunah smrtah 11 
Avaisamyam kramasthanam samateti satam matih U2311 
K rod had avapya tlvratvam madhuryam abhidhlyate II 
Ma(nojnata) padarthariam saukumaryam udahrtam 112611 
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Arthavyaktih padarthanam svarupakathanam viduh || 



Uddlptarasatam kantim amananti (visaradah) || 27 (| 
Udaratvam iti prahuh utkarsam vibhavasya tu || 
Dhlmadbhir aaayotkarsa udattatvam udiryate || 28 || 
Prarambhesu ca sara * * * jah sukavayo viduh |) 
Rudhahaukarataurjityam abhanguram ihocyate )| 29 it 
Preyah priyapadarthanam upanyasah pra(klrtitah) || 

Padair adustaih kathanara drstarthasya susabdata || 30 || 
Vyajenanyarthabhajanam samadhir abbidhlyate || 
Suksmarthadarsanam sauksmyam vyaharanti viSaradah ii 31 |) 
Sastrarthasavyapeksatvam gambhlryam iti klrtitam I! 

Bahor arthasya sankocah samksepa iti klrtitah H 32 |l 
(Vistaram) punar arthasya vistaram tadvido viduh I! 
Anurupagunaropas sammitatvam tad ucyate || 33 || 
Bhavayuktatvam acaryair bha(vikatvam) iti smrtam 11 
Ritim ahuh padarthanam utpattyadikriyakramam II 34 II 
Sanivrtasamvrtaprayam uktir arthasya bodhanam || 

Dosanam api yesam syat gunatvam karanat kvacit II 35 II 
CatvarimSat tad uccyante te ca vai§esika gunah II 
Padam yati gunlbhavam anukartur asadhv api 11 36 || 

Yatha na badhate skandho yatha badhati badhate |l 
Tatha * * * na drstam anibaddhanibandhanam 11 37 |j 
Sruter avallabham kastam tan na durvacakadisu 11 
Api klistam gunayestam jhatity arthapratltikam || 38 ll 
Anarthakam na dustam syad yamakadyupayogi yat 11 
Sadbhir istam apustartham chandas samskarakaranam II 39 ll 
Padantaraprati(tyartham) gudhartham api sundaram 11 
Apratitam tu tad vidyad gosthlsv eva gunavaham Q 40 II 
Sandigdham prakaranadivisesavaga * * (nah) || 

Yad va tathavidharthasya vivaksayam iti sthitih 11 4 r 11 
Prahelikadivakyesu neyartham api Sobhate || 

Asamartham api praya * * vestam manisibhih II 42 11 
Aprayojakam icchanti jatyadau tadvido gunam II 
Mahakavimatam deSyam lokokticchayaya gunah II 43 II 
* * * laksitam guptam api gramyam na dusyati ll 
Samvxtasya hi lokena na dosanvesanam ksamam 11 44 ll 
SivalingadiSa * * » sya samyaktvabhavana ll 
Laksitesu ca sabdo ’nyas tadartho ’nya§ ca kascana II 45 II 
Smrtihetutvayosam(?) tu vakrima (naiva badha)te II ■ 

Nimagnadusanam yat tu tan nodbhavyam manisibhih II 46 11 
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Kintu vaidagdhyam unmrdya jafcharam vyadhikopanat (?) II 
A(§lllam a)pi samvltam gunarn ahur manlsinah II 47 ll 
Asabhyasmrtihetos tu siddhara apy abhidhiyate 11 
Patravasthavisesena do * * mangaiam bhavet II 48 II 
Amangalasmrter hetur guno sabhyasmrtir yatha 11 
Dhlraanto’pi nibadhnanti gaunavrttya ghr * * n 49 11 
Kvacid asrayasaundaryad dhatte sobham asadhv api 11 
Kantavilocananyastam mallmasam ivafijanam ll 50 ll 
* * vasavisesac ca duruktam api Sobhate || 

Nllam ca pasam abaddham antarale srajam iva II 51 II 
Gunatvam padadosanam dinraatrena pradarsitam ll 
Idanim vakyadosanam api kincit pracaksnaahe ll 52 ll 
Sabdahlnatn na dosaya bhasacitresu kalpate ll 
Yatnah sambandhanirjflanahetuh ko’pi krto yadi 11 S3 11 
Kramabhrarpsam api pra(hur na) dosam surayas tada || 

Na samhitatn vicaksyamlty asandhanam padesu yat II 54 II 
Tad visandhlti nirdistana na pragrhya * * * kam 11 
AnukampadyatiSayo yadi kaScit vivaksate 11 55 II 
Na dosah punarukte’pi pratyuteyam alan(krtih) II 
Vyaklrnam tu na dosaya drak pratltikaram bhavet || 56 11 
Yadoccaranabhangah syat samyogader a * * * || 

Na chandobhangam apy ahus tada dosaya surayah 11 57 n 
Dh&tubhedena dusyeta svarasandhikrta * * 

Namabhede ca sesesu na desa iti tadvidah 11 58 II 
Lupte padante Sistasya padatvam nisei tain yatha 11 
Tatha sandhivi(hlnam tat) padam eveti varnyate || 59 11 
Paryayena dvayor yatra vakyam praSnottaradisu II 
Sanklrnain tan na dosa II 60 II 

* .vidur budhah II 

Rasantaratiraskare tad istam nestam anyatha ll 61 11 

* * * bhinnalingatvain yatrodvego na dhlmatam || 

Na bhinnavacane ’py evam dosam icchanti kovidah ll 62 ll 
Na khanjam api dosaya kriyapeksa na yatra tu ll 
Yatrastyader apeksa va yatra va sphurjitam dhvaneh \\ 63 ll 
Nyunopamam api prayah suprasiddham na dusyati |l 

* * sarveija sarupyam nasti bhavasya kasyacit || 64 n 
Y athopapattikrtibhir upamanam prayujyate 11 
Akhancjamandalah kvenduh kva (kanta)nanam adyuti |l 65 n 
Yat kincit kantisamyat tu SaSinaivopamlyate « 

Evam evadhikaupamye na dosam tadvi(do viduh) || 66 u 



EASIE^AVILM'KIRAH 



S u k u m a r ar th abandhesu gaudais sithilam isyate is 
Anuprasadhiya te hi band havaidagdhy anisprhah ll 67 11 
* * $ (tha)dibhedena yadi va kavikausalat is 
Sarve kvacid kvacid dosa labhante gunatam ami IS 68 11 
Ganayanti na vaisamyam (iabdadambara)tatparah II 
Arthale^am ca gaudas cel labhante kirn atahparam IS 69 is 
Dipt am ity aparair bhumna kathoram api badhyate ll 
S§abdasa{kteh pra)tltis cen neyartham naiva dusyati II 70 11 
Aprasannam api prayas citradav iti niscayah 11 
Patraueityena hasyada * * tpannam aplsyate il 71 li 
Apraudhlm api §amsanti srngaradisu tadvidah II 
Rasatisayasandhanad anirvyudham na dosakrt |{ 72 ll 
P ur vottarar thasan d h ane niralahkaram isyatey ll 
Rasalahkarapustatvad rjumargo gunavahah II 73 II 
Atha vakyarthadosanam adosah pratipadyate ll 
Matton mat tad ivaky esu napartham api dusyati ll 74 I! 
Tatra pratyuta suktartho niha(nti nihi)tam rasm ll 
Tathaiva vyartham icchanti vyapetasmaranaya ca ll 75 II 
Rasaksiptadhiyam vakyatn naikartham api dusyati ll 
Sam§ayayaiva sandigdham yadi jatu prayujyate ll 76 I) 
Syad alankara evasau na dosa iti me matih It 
A(theda)m api vakyesu citrahetau na dusyati II 77 II 
Na khinnam api dosaya yatra cchaya na hlyate ll 
Iti sambha * m evaitad visesyakhyanasamskrtam li 78 ll 
Kantam bhavati sarvasya lokaslmanuvarttinah il 
Atyuktir iti gaucilyair laukikarthavy&tikrame It 79 11 
Lalito marga ity asmin atimatram aplsyate (?) I! 
VIruddhe laksanadau tu parusam naiva dusyati 11 80 li 
(Hino)pamam na dosaya yatrodvego na dhimatam II 
T athadhikaupamasyapi na dosa iti tadvidah II 81 ll 
Na do * * * (dr) saupamyatirekopamadisu ll 
Kadacit kavikausalyad aprasiddhopamatn gunah 11 82 il 
J hat iti pratipattih syad yatro * * pamadisu ll 
Yatra syad gunabahulym raso vapi parisphufeah il 83 II 
Dosaya niralahkaram tan na 6amsanti sadhavah fl 
Mahakavipatha * * * slllam api badhyate ll .84 11 
Nasti desavirodho’pi dusanam kavikausalat l| 

Dosah kale virodhe’pi na karyantarahetutah (I 85 li 
Na ca (loka)virodho , pi tatparye dosabhag bhavet If 
Tatha yuktiviruddfaasya gimatvam kvacid isyate; ll S6 n 


RASaRNAVaLAnKaRAH 


Kvapy aucityavirodho * * * vasthantara bhavet || 

Na pratijnavirodhe’pi doso vidhuracetasam l! 87 1! 

Asti kacid avastha sa (ya sarS)gasya cetasah [I 
Yasyam bhaved abhimata viruddharthapi bharatl II 88 I! 
Dharmasastravirodho’pi na (dosah) punyatejasam I! 

Sa hi tatra prasiddhatvat paramotkarsakaranam |l 89 II 
Tesam tejovisesena * * * yo na vidyate II 
ArthaSastravirodhe’pi doso norjitabhasane ll 90 ll 
Kamasastraviruddhe’pi na do * * * peksaya II 
Raticakre pravrtte tu naiva sastram na ca kramah II 91 II 
Kalasastravirodho’pi kvacid dosaya nesyate II 

ITI RASaRKAVaLANKaRE GUNOPaDSNAM NaMA 

DVITIYAH PARICCHEDAH 
» • 


Athonmathitadosasya nyastasesaguna * * 11 

* * kavyasarlrasya carutotkarsahetave ll 1 ll 
Jneyo’ lankarayogo’ yam kaminlvapuso yatha ll 

* * • sundarasyapi prakarsadhayako dhruvam II 2 ll 
Nisargaramyalavanyatirodhayakata tu yaih 11 
Uktalankarava * * tesam atisayastutihil 3 II 
Svabhavaramanlyatvam vinalankrtayo vrtha 11 
Lolastanatafcanyasto haro ha * * * * nah II 4 II 
Alankaras tu narinam sarlre trividhah smrtah 11 
Bahyas tathantarah kecit tatha bShyantara iti II 5 || 
Tatra ta racita bahyadravyair bahya iti smrtah II 
Prthaktvenavabhasante vastraha * * * dayah 11 6 11 
SvI ySvayavasatpsk § rajan ma nah punar antarah ll 
Svarupasobhajanaka na(khol)lekhaIaka * * ll 7 11 
Bahyair api padarthais tu krtas tanmayatam gatah II 
Dhupasyavasapramukha jneya bahyantara iti ll 8 11 
Tatha kavyasarlre’ pi bhasante bahyato’ pi ye ll 
Sarve ’pi sabdalankaras te bahya iti kirtitah #91] 
Sphuranty arthaparamar§ad arthalankrtayas tu yah ll 
Atmanantahpratitatvad antara iti ta smrtah 11 10 II 
^abdotkarsam vitanvanah Sabdalankrtayo matah ll 
Arthotkarsanimittatvad arthalahkrtayah punah n 1 i 
Ubhayalankriyas tv atra dvayalankarahetavah || 

Jatl rltis ca vrttis ca racana ghatana tatha ll 12 11 . . . 


RASXRNAVXLANKaRAH 


9 


Mudra cchaya tatha yuktir bhanitih sravyatapi ca II 
*§iesaS citram tathaucityam prasnottaraprahelike u 1 3 SI 
Anupraso’tha yamakam gudhoktir iti klrtitam n 
Sabdalankrtayah spastam asbadasa manlSibhih || 14 !i 
Samskrtaprakrtadir va tatra jatir iti smrta II 
Suddha sadharanl ceti tasya * dvividhaip matam II 15 II 
Desarucya vaconyaso rltir ity abhidhiyate 11 
Tatprabhedaips tu sarvajfiad rte ko vaktum Isvarah II 16 || 
U(cyante) rltayas tatra tathapi prasphutantarah 11 
Vaidarbhagaudapancalalatavantisamasrayah |l 17 || 

Tatrasamasa vaidarbhl (prayo bahu?sa Srngara) gunanvita II 
Saksan nivasati prayo vidarbhesu manobhavah u 18 II 
A to vaidarbhagarbha gih Srngarasyangatam gata II 
(Nisargato) hi balanam api vakrah parikramah II 19 ll 
Yasyam samasabahulyam varnanuprasasankulam 11 
Bandhavaidagdhyavandhyasau rltir gaudlti kathyate |l 20 II 
Samastair jayate rltih pancall paficabhih padaih II 
Samksepagunahetutvad iyam sarvajanapriya |j 21 11 
Samasta * * * * rna lafci caturavallabha !l 
HrdyS vativa lavanyasampadam aspadam param 11 22 || 

Avantika tv iyam rltir uktalaksanalaksita || 

(Bha) ty atlva sudhabindusyandinl yatra paddhatih 11 23 11 
RasocitarthasambandhapadasantanasSlinl ll 
Manovikasasam(koca)varttanad vrttir ucyate ll 24 II 
Kaisikyarabhatl caiva bharatl satvatl tatha ll 
Tatha sadharanl casya bhedah panca prapaficitah || 25 || 
Sukumararthasandarbhanibaddha kaisikl smrta II 
Ata eva hi lasyahgam vibudhair iyam ucyate |l 26 |l 
Ya slaksnanaipathyavisesayukta strlsamyuta ya bahugltanrtta i| 
Kamopabhogaprabha * ** ra.tam kaisiklm vrttim udaharanti I12711 
Atipraudharthasandarbha vrttir arabhatt bhavet || 

Imam tu * * vasyahgam ahglkurvanti kovidah || 28 I! 

Yad aha : . • 

Prastavapatraplutalanghitani cchedyani mayakrtam indrajalam || 
* * * niyuddhani ca yatra vrttim tat tadrSlm arabhatim 

vadanti || 29 IJ 

Anatipraudhasandarbha sukumararthavarttinl II 
Mahapurusa * * jya bharatl vrttir isyate || 30 t! 

Iyam tu dharmasrhgaragarimaficitacetasam || 

Vallabha Bharatacaryanamna * * * darsita 11 31 II 


RASaRNAVaLANKaRAH 

Ya vakpradhana bharataprayojya strlvarjita sainskrtapafchyayukta I! 
Sunamadheyair (bliarataih) prayojya sa bharat! nama bhavet 

tu vrttih II 32 11 

Nattva sukuraara glr udararthesu ced bhavet II 
Iyam tu satvatl vrttir mo * -* garasalinam II 33 II 

Yad aha : 

Ya satvateneha gunena yukta tyagena vrttena samanvita ca 11 
Harsotkata sambhrta(citta)bhava sa satvatl nama bhavet tu 

vrttih II 34 III 

Yathasambhavasambhinna yasyatn catasrnam gunah II 
Vrttinam sadhu vijneya vrttih sadharani budhaih H35H 
Sarvarthavisaya hrdya nanamargavisarinl II 
Iyam tu lalita nama kavlnam (citta)harinl II 36 || 

Yad aha mahaBhamahah : 

Yatrarabhatyadigunas samastah 

mitratvam asritya mithah prathante |! 

MiSreti tani vrttim usanti dhlrah 

sadharanlm arthacatustayasya II3711 
Yad aha : 

Yac ca vrttyangasandhyaiigalaksanadyagamantare II 
Vyavarnitam idam ce * * lahkaratayaiva nah II 38 II 
Arthanukulah sabdanam niveso racana mata H' 

Sa tatsvarupaparyayaracana bhavati (dhruvam) II 39 li 
Upaslesah padarthanam ghataneti praklrtita || 
Prastutaprastutatltapadavakyaprabhedabhuh II 40 II 
Sabhipraya(rthavinya)so mudreti pariklrtyate II 
Upalaksanam atrarthasabdalahkaranaksamah || 41 11 
Vibhaktir vacanam caiva sam(vidhanam) samuccayah || 

Tasya bhedas tu catvarah kovidair upavarnitah 11 42 ll 
Anyoktlnam anukrtih cchayeti pariklrtita II 
Sa cananta jananantyad kincit tatrapi kathyate ll 43 j| 
Laukika-skhalita-ccheka-mugdha-vetokti-bhedatah |] 

Paucadha tatprapancanam parisamkhya na vidyate ll 44 ll 
Arthanam ca padanam ca yojanam yuktir ucyate ll 
Arthanam yojane yatra Sobha syat padapaddhatih || 45 |] 

Sa padastha padarthastha vakyavakyarthagocara » 

Tatha prakaranastha ca prabandhastheti sadvidha II 46 11 
Prastutarthaprakarsaya vakrah pariliaro yadi ll 
Tadasau bhanitir nama sabdalamkara isyate II 47 || 


R ASIRSAV ILANKa R AH 


Taiah sambhavanety eka syad asambhavanapi ca ss 
Kalpana ca virodhas ca caturdha bhanitikramah II 48 li 
(Syan manoharin!) van! sravyata sapi sadvidha ii 
Mir namasbriya nandl vastu bijam prarocana ll 49 11 
Anekarthabhidha syac ced anekarthapadair yadi j| 


Vyutpattya va bhaved ahus tam slesam kavipiuigavah |f 50 
Sa prakrtya vibhaktya ca padena (vaca)nena ca is 
Bhasaya pratyayenapi sadvidho vibudhaih smrtah ii 51 ii 
Citram tu ntyamanyaso varnanam Ipsitakrame ii 
Svaravaniagatisthanabandhakaradibandhanat (?) ii 52 [! 

U pakary opakari tvaip yafcra sabdarthayor bhavet II 
Utfcarsadhayakam (prahu)r aucityaip tat praklrtitam II S3 ii 
Tathabhidhanatadbandhabhedat tad dvividham viduh }} 
Tatra dvaye’pi dfalmadbhir vihitah sambhramo mahan ii 54.11 
(Tatha pra)yoganirbhedah kusagrlyadhiyam tu yah li 
Nikasaya bhavet tac ca prasnottaram iti smrtam li 55 II 
Asya nlssesabhedanam (avabodhe)sti cefc sprha li 
Tad alokayata grantham Vidagdhamukhamandanam | i 56 || 
Vyapakam laksanam kintu kificid asmabhir ucyate li 
Sakyam yadanusarena sarvabhedaprakalpanam || 57 II 
A ntah prasnam bahih prasnam ubhayaprasnam eva ca ]} 
Prsfcaprasnottaraprasne jatiprasnam ca tatkramah I! 58 }| 
Prasnam praheiikam ahur yatra nottarabhasanam 11 
Kintu vakyartha evasau durbo(dho bo)dhyate budhaih II 59 {i 
Parivartita-vinyasta-lupta-vyutkrama-bindukaih II 
Varnalh sa paucadha sasthi bhaved arthaprahelika |j 60 ii 

# * * * t tu bhinnartha ya vrfctih ^abdasantateh ll 
Kavivyutpattinikasaip yamakam nama tad viduh II 61 11 
Avyapetam vyapetakhyam avyape * * * takam l! 

N iy ata niy atas tha nabhed at sodha tad ucyate if 62 || 
Dvirabhyasatrirabhyasacaturabhyasapathajam ii 

* * bhyasabhavam canyat saptamam syad samudgakam 
Etesam tu na kartsnyena prabheda vaktum ipsitah II 
Laksyalaksana(bodha)rtham dihmatram tu pradar^yate 
Uptarupah padanyaso gudhoktih pancadha bhavet ll 
Kriyakarakasambandhapadabhipraya(bhedatah) II 65 il 
Ami ca sabdalankarah padye gadye ca kovidaih ll 
Karya sandarbhasobhayai yathaucityam yatharasam ii 66 
Iha sisfcanusistanam sisfcanam api sarvada !l 
Vacam eva 


63 


64 




12 RASaRNAVSLANKaRAH 

Idam andham tamah krtsnam jayeta bhuvanatrayam 11 
Yadi Sabdahvayajyotir asamsaran na dlpyate ll 68 It 
Jatis tad atra vagdevya murtis tajnair udirita |l 
Rltayas tv angasaundaryam lavanyam atha vrttayah II 69 it 
Alankaratayapy asam kamacaro * * * * II 
Vaktavyah kamacaras ced visesapeksaya bhavet 11 70 li 
Racanaghatane devyah kundale pariklrtite || 

Dayamudra tu mudraiva cchaya malyam udahrtam || 71 ll 
Yuktim haravalih prahur bhanitim mekhalam punah li 
^ravyatam kankanasrenim slesacitre tu nupurau II 7 2 ti 
Lllakamalam aucityam vasah praSnottaram param || 

Prahelikam tu padakana anuprasam tu kancukam || 73 |j 
KridaSakuntam yamakam gudhoktim kelikandukam II 
Vijater gauravam prayah kvapi (kavye na) drSyate || 74 ll 
Ritis tu pesalo raargas sa cen nasti kim asti tat |l 
Racana nama caturyara tam vina kah kaver gunah ll 75 11 
Vina (ghafcanaya kavyara) durghatam na virajate || 

Samudratvam tu namnapi gambhiryagunadayakam 11 76 11 
Vicchayam yat tu kim tasya vartayapi manisi(nah) II 
(Niv)yuktikam tu yad vakyarn tasya ka ’nya vigarhana II 77 II 
Bhanitir vakrata sa tu vidagdhajanavallabha, 11 
Avakrabhaniter dosah (su)ndaryo’pi kulanganah || 78 l| 

Na bhavanti vidagdhanam prakamanandahetavah ll 
Asravyam iti ced uktam sruyate * * * punah n 79 n 
CittasamSlesanah slesah citram citraikakaranam || 

Vinayena vina ka srlh ka nisa sasina vina H 80 ll 
Vina ca Slesacitrabhyam kldral vagvidagdhata || 

Anaucityat kim anyo ’sti tiraskarah sacetasam || 8r 11 
Prasnottaranamna * * gosthlvinodo na tajnair akirnamantrane ? II 
Paravyamohane capi sopayogah prahelikah It 82 || 

Lavanena vina bhojyam tyagena rahitam dhanam || 
Anuprasavihinam tu kavyam ko va ’bhina(ndati) ll 83 || 

Na tatha vallabhasleso na piyusarasapluti ll 

Yatha bhavati modartham aklisfcayamakam vacah It 84 ll 

Gudhagudhacaturthadiva(kyam kandar)pa§antaye l| 

Yadi va vallabha keligosthi bhramarasavaham n 85 r: 

Yathamati yathasakti yathaucityam yatharuci it 
Kaveh kavyasya caitasam prayoga upapadyate ll 86 n 
1 | Yadrg gadyavidhau Banah padyabandhe na tadrSah II 

; Pratimargam iya(n bhedah sa)citra. hi sarasvatl ll 87 li 


RASaRAVNaLAKKaRAH 




Arthalankrtayas tv anya arthotkarsaikahetavah II 
Sacetanamano * * sadanantah pracaksmahe Bill 
Jatihetur ahetus ca siiksmasarasamahltam II 
Bhavo vibhavana’nyonyavirodho visamam tatha |l 2 || 
Sambhavah pratyanikam ca vyatirekas tv asangatih li 
Tatha legabhidhanam ca parivrttir nimllanam il 3 II 
Vitarkah smaranam bhrantir abhavas cSgamas ca sab U 
Upamananumane ca pratyaksam carthika(m tatha) II 4. II 
Samsayo’tisayag caita astavimSatir iritah || 

Nanavastusu jayante yani rupani * * * II 5 II 
Svebhyah svebhyo nisargebhyas tani jatln pracaksate li 
Arthavyakter iyairi bhedam i * * pratipadyate 11 6 11 


Samskrtenaiva ko ’pyarthah prakrtenaiva caparah li 
Sakyo (racayitum) dvabhyam kascit tu pathibhis tribhih II 
Samskrtenaiva ke’py ahuh prakrtenaiva capare tl 
Sildharanadibhih kecit kecana mlecchabhasaya II 89 It 
Na mlecchitavyam yajuadau strlsu naprakrtam vadet ll 
Sanklrnam na * * tesu naprabuddhesu samskrtam 11 90 || 
Vadanti samskrtam devah prakrtam kinnaradayah 
PaiSacadyam pisacSdyah magadham hlnajatayah || 91 
Ke’bhu(vann adhya)rajasya kale prSkrtavedinah 
Kile ^rlsahasankasya ke na samskrtabhasinah 11 92 
Natyantam samskrtenaiva natyantam desabhasaya 
Kathagosthlsu kathayan loke bahumato bhavet || 93 
Srnvanti lataham Utah prakrtam samskrtadvisah 
ApabhramSena tusyanti svena * * * gurjarah ll 94 
Brahman vijnapayami tvam svadhikarajihasaya ll 
Gaupah pathatu va gatham * * * stu sarasvati || 95 II 
Vibhavaivam prayatnena sabdalankarajatayah |! 
Yathayogopayogaya (vijfieya) kavipuugavaih II 96 
Etad grahyam surabhi kusumam malyam etan nidheyam 
Dhatte gobham idam iha punar nai * * * ti samyak 
Malakaro racayati yatha sadhu vijnaya malam 
Yojyam kavye’py avahitadhiya ta * * * bhidhanam ll 97 

ITI &RiPRAKASAVARSAKRTAU RASaRnAVaLANKaRE 
SaBDaLANKaRAPRAKaSANAM NaMA TRTlYAH 

Paricchedah 
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RASaRNAVaLANKaRAH 

Jahamonam as! vakti (?) rupam sa sarvakalikam i! 

Svarupam asraye hetum iti ta * dahetavah ll 7 ii 
Te samsthanadayas tesu sa visesena sobhate li 
Samsthanam atha (ca) * vyaparo vesa ity api 11 8 l! 

Svarupam iti Samsanti tatprapailcah pravaksyate ll 
Balavrddhavi * * strihlnajatyadir asrayah li g n 
Tiryafico’plti tallaksyam diiimatrena pradarsyate |1 
DeSakSlakalasakti * * nani ca hetavah il io i| 

Amisam api laksyani yathayogam pracaksmahe il 
Pravrtter va nivrtter va yat(karyam) syan nibandhanam ii 1 1 il 
Tatrasya hetur ity akhya satprakarah sa kathyate ll 
Ekah pravartako hetuh (anyah) karye nivarttakah ll 12 ll 
Abhavahetur aparo jnapako ’nyah prayojakah 11 
A(nyo) bahuprapaScas tu citrahetur iti smrtah ll 13 11 
Kvapi patra(vasavandhyah) kvapy arthantarabadhitah 11 

* * takaralaksyo’rthah suksmah suksmagunas tu sah ll 14 li 
£uksmat pratyaksatas suksmah pratyaksa iti (bhidyate) 11 
Sa cabhidhiyamanah syat pratlyamana eva ca II 15 il 

Sa dvidhapi dvidha misro bhutva bhavati sadvidhah li 
****** hetus syad yah san napi karyakrt (?) || 16 || 

* * rasyanirasena sarasamgrahane ca sa || 

Rasa ity ucyate so’pi dharmidharmatmana dvidha II 17 || 

A * * * prayatnad va karanam sahakari yat n 
Asadyate kriyarambhe tad dvidhaiva samahitam || 18 || 
Abhiprayartha(ga ya) tu pravrttir bhava isyate || 
Prasiddhahetutyagena hetvantaravibhavanam 11 19 || 
Svabhavabhavanam syad ya * * * * vibhavana n 
Sabdato varthato vapi dvayato va padarthayoh 1| 20 li 
Upakaryopakaritvam anyonyam (abhidhiya)te 11 
Malarupam yad anyonyam malanyonyam tad ucyate n 21 ll 
Sarvasvam nyasyati prayas tatra saksa * * * tl li 
Anyonyabhrantim apy ahur anyonyam iha kovidah 111 22 II 
Kavyavastupakaritvad upalaksana(m eva) va || 
Anyonyaikataya prayo vaicitryam kavyavastunah |l 23 ll 
Atas tam api nanyonyat prthag uptam pr * » * u 
Asahgatih padarthanam utkarsadhayini yadi || 24 11 
Vakrimakrantasaundaryah sa virodho 'bhidhlyate || 

* * padavirodho ’pi kathitah kavipungavaih 11 25 (| 

Nalia kytavikaratvat sa noktah slesaiaksane \\ 

* * fica Sabdalahkarah samkhyagauravabhlmna 11 26 tl 



R AS aR NAVaL A&KXRAH 




Na may a tatra yukto’pi prthaktvenopavarnitah II 
A(samva)karanotpannam karyam vlsamam ncyate -n 27 11 
Prayogah prayasas tasya saundaryam avalambate II 
Anekakara(notpanna)darsanad Idam Iritam il 28 li 
Bhavisyamlti yaj jiianam sa sambhava iti smrtah {1 
Vidhirupo nisedhatma dvayatma dvayavarjitah II 29 n 
(Tad da)r§anesu tad ruparn caturddhapi vibhavyatam II 
Pratikulaphalotpattim Ipsitarthasya karanam || 30 I! 

Yat karoti tad akhyatam ( pratya)nlkam manlsibhih si 
Yatrabhidhaya sadharmyam vaidharmyam api kathyate || 31 11 
Vyatirekah sa vijneyah saptadha , sau prapancyate 11 
(Eko)bhayavibhedo ’rthah sadrsa sad rsod bha vah If 32 }| 
Svajativyaktijanma c a rupakaprakrtis tatha I! 

Karyakarana * 0 tra bhinnadesavyavasthitih }| 33 ii 
Jayate tat phalam sa tu smrta dhirair asangatih If 
Dusanasva gunlbhavo doslbhavo gunasya va ll 34 I! 

Dvayarn va yatra saipslistam tat tu lesam pracaksate if 
Anyasyanyatra vinyaso dravyasya tu gunasya va (I 35 f| 

Yatra sa (parivrttyakhya) smrtalankarakaribhih II 
Tam ahur vyatyayenaikam anyam vlnimayena ca II 36 li 
Any am ubhayavakyarthavimisra # * * * * If 
Vastvantaratiraskaro vastunanyena ced bhavet If 37 If 
NImllitam it! prajnais tad alankara isyate li 
Hltam cavihitam calva tadguno Tadgunas tatha !l 38 if 
Naltesam laksanam bhinnam nimllitam amlyata If 
Sams ay a * * * tu syad ya uho nirnayatmanam ll 39 II 
Sa vitarka iti jneyo nirnayanirnayatmakah' 4 
Sadrsad drstacittanyasma(P) * * jayate smrtih 11 40 I! 
Yanubhutapadarthanam smaranam tatra kirtitam 11 
Pratyabhijnanam apy ahur narthanta(ratah) smrteh |I 41 I) 
Smrtis svapnayitam canya tathanya vyaktivarjita 11 
Bhrantir viparyayajnaiiam atattve ta(ttvakari)ni 11 42 ll 
Tattve ’py atattvarupa va dvayam tat trividham bhavet ll 
Badhitabadhitapurvam tatha karanabadhitam ll 43 ll 
(Vi)hanarthasahgraharthav upeksartha tathetara 11 
(Kalekatipaya ?) bhrantir bhrantimaleti kathyate 11 44 ll 
(Mala) bhranter na bhinna syad etallaksanalaksanat IS 
Yatra vastuni nollekhamatram jnanasya vidyate II 45 ll 
(Sa)py anadhyavasayakhya bhrantir eveti me matih 11 
Asattvam tu padarthanam abhava iti kathyate !i 46 is 
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Karanair api ced bhrantir apanetum na sakyate il 
Sa bhrantyatisayo ’py atra na bhinno bhrantilaksanat il 47 H 
* * py utkarsam apnoti ko ’py arthah kavikausalat 11 
Sa bhavet pragabhavo va pradhvaipsabhava eva va 11 48 il 
Atyanta * * * vo va kalpitabhava eva va 11 
Agamas tv aptavacanam drstadrstarthasadhanam II 49 il 
Purusarthaprabhedena (sa catu)rdha smrto budhaih 1! 
Dharmarthakamamoksanam §astrany agama ucyate il 50 11 
Adyantau tav a(drsfcarthau) drstarthau madhyamau smrtau 11 
Pravrtyatma nivrtyatma dharmo ’yam dvividhah smrtah !i 51 
Nanasama * * danadurbhanas tasya vistarah ll 
Tathapi brumahe kincit margamana pradarsakam 11 52 II 
Aryoktir iti santyajya vakyam sandarbham arthatah II 
Arthas tu trivldho jneyah pi try ah svah sahcito navah ll 53 il 
Taduparjitasastranam arthagama iti smrtih I! 

Tatra vidya mahlhemapasubhandam upaskarah 11 54 11 
(Idam mi)tram idam pi try am arthajatam pracaksmahe |1 
Kalatraputrasahitam dasadhanyadvayam punah 11 55 ll 
Asyapi vistara(khya)nam tadgranthesvavadharyatam ll 
Asm mahesvaratp sastram atra kotipramanakam 11 56 ll 
Punas tad api sarpksiptam atha (sva)yambhuvam tatah It 
Vatavyadher api granthah saprapancah pravartate ll 57 1! 
Brhaspater mat am cedam ida * * * sammatam |{ 
idam ca Visnuguptasya tatha Kamandaker api || 58 11 
Kiyanto hiye ’bhidhatavyah krtaye * * dher api ll 
Atas tadarthajijii.asa yadi vah sam pravartate ll 59 11 
Ksanantaram pratlksyam tad anyas tavad upakramah 1! 
(Anyo) py upayah skandhanam ajnanenartliabhasanam 1! 60 
Tenaisam laksanakhyanamatram atropayujyate ll 
Vinayenarjavam yena vidyader arthasampadah ll 61 u 
Tenasau vinayaskandhah smrto nltivi§aradaih I) 
(Pa§upo8a)khanidravyavanigvrttyadivartaya ll 62 1| 
Svavrtticintanam yena vartaskandhah sa ucyate ll 
Prajavivadasambaddhanyayanyayanirupanat ll 63 11 
Ayam vyavahrfciskandha iti tajjnair udahrtah 11 
Kantakakrantasanianta(raksanam) yena carjanam 11 64 11 
Tenayam arthatantrajfiai raksaskandha iti smrtah 11 
Heyopadeyasadgunya($iddhamantrita)marjanam ll 6$ 11 
Sustddham yena carthasya mantraskandhas tu tena sah ll 
Sam&dibhir upayais tu ye(sam a) yarjanam bhavet n 66 1! 
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Upayaskandha ity ukto mantraskandhad vibheditam |> 
Pravanadibhir anyebhyo yen a (ca)rjanam Isyate 1167 u 
Vibhramaskandha ity akhyam ayam alambate kramah 11 
Jaitramantradlbhir yatra iastrayuktyl pracodite \\ 68 ir 
Artha upanisatskandha it! tarn ca pracaksate n ' 

Catu range na yuddhena yatra vidvlsatara Iriyah II 69 jj 
# te tam atrahur yuddhaskandham visaradah j| 
Paropadravasantrasapra$antya yatra labhyate 11 70 ii 
Arthah * # pi sah prajnaih praiamaskandha ucyate if 
Atra caite pradarsyante yadi tais tair nidarsanaih 11 71 n 
Prakr(tasya) vicarasya tada deyo jalaiijalih \\ 

U pay ogam vina kintu na kvapy artho virajate ii 72 n 
Upa(yogan) dasaikasmad arthasyasya pracaksmahe 11 
Kvacid eva hi ko'py artho dese dese pravartate 11 73 ii 
(Kvacit)tasyopayogasya desa eva nibandhanam !i 
Karyatve sarvasamanye k ary am karyanta * * kam II 74 it 
Arthantaranubandhitvat tatra karyanibandhanam ll 
Upakaradinanarthapratighato hi drsyate || 75 \\ 

Tatra * * pratlghata upayoganibandhanam 11 
Datvartham vairinam sandhau krte valram nivartate f| 76 n 
(A)to vairanivrttis syad upayoganibandhanam \\ 

Arthena vartanam yac ca tad vikhyatam grhe grlie II 77 I! 

0 * m eva tato vrfctir upayoganibandhanam {{ 

Gunmo *pi darldrasya nadarah prakrtaj janat || 78 II 
Tasmad arthopa (yoga)rtham bhaven mano nibandhanam II 
Api nirvyajavxrasya na tyagavirahe yasah if 79 jj 
Tatklrtir eva tatra syad upayoganibandhanam |j 
Tasmad artharjanopayan upayogams ca tatvatah II So ll 
Yato jananti dhimantah so(’py a)rthagama isyate |j 
Strlpumyogas tu kandarpalalitam kama ucyate u 8r ll 
Tatraikatrabhiyukte strl * * ' * yatra tad dvidha ll 
Tayos tu manmathakrldacaturyavarjanarthlnoh II 82 |i 
Sastram kamagamo nama (yatha Vatsya)yanadikam 11 
Kanya svastn parastri ca samanyeti ca yositam II 83 || 
Bhavanti bhedas catvarah tatprabhedas tv anekafiah ll 
Tatra kanyagatah kamo dvidha tajjhair udahrtah 11 84 ff 
Vaivahiko bhavaty eko dvitiyah (parada)nkah ll 
Svastri rudhavaruddheti dvidha kamo 'pi tadgatah \\ 85 \\ 
Drstadrstaphalah purvo drsfcarthaikaphalo ’par ah | 
Rudhavaruddha randa ca parastri fcrividha bhavet jj 86 ll 
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Eka eva hi kamah syat tadgatah (parada)rikah II 
Samanya vanita vesya kamas tatraika eva hi fj 87 II 
Dhirair nisargacatu * • turasyapraklrtitah if 
Asyodaharanasrenl sastram purvopavarnitam fi 88 II 
Slokamatre # # # tram tathapy etat pracaksmahe II 
Atmano bandhanacchedad asarir ad as as th i t ih n 89 II 
Moksah syat tadupa(yartham) sastram moksagamah smrtah 11 
Yatra drstarthasadrsyad adrsto 'rthah pratlyate II 90 II 
Pratibimbam api preksya pratibimbi pratlyate I! 

Atas tad api rasajnair upamanam udahrtam || 91 |i 
Rupam samsanti mudrapi svanimittasya vastunah II 
Upamanan na sa bhinna bhavatlty aha (Bhama)hah 11 92 11 
Avinabhavina jnanam yatra lihgena linginah ll 
Manakhyaya tu tasyeha vyavaha(ro) manlsinam || 93 ll 
l ndriyarthasamayogaj jnatam yad upajayate ll 
Pratyaksam pancadha tat syad (artha)pancakabhedatah II 94 H 
Yasmin natyantasadrsyat sandeho vastuno bhavet 11 
Sa sam^aya iti prajnai(r upa)masodaras tu sah II 95 ll 
Udlritam asambhavyam lokavrttanatikramat ll 
Yad atyuktipadakhyeyam vijheyo ’tisayo *tra sah |] 96 II 
Arthalahkrtayas tv imah kavisabhasambliavanalipsubhir 
vacyas samyag udarabandha(madhurai)h kavye niyojyah sada ll 
Plyusasrutisundarair api parair labdhva pramode (rasam) 
sarvo *py arthavisesabhavanaparah prayo vidagdho janah 11 97 it 

Iti Rasirnavilankare Arthalankiranirnayo 
Kama caturthah paricchedah 

t * 

Uktas so 'yam vibhavanubhavasaiicarisahkarah ll 
Kramena sarvabhavanam srngaresu catursv api n i n 
Sthayl ca vyabhicari ca bhavo dvividha ucyate ll 
Sambhogo vipralambhas ca srngaro 'pi dvidha matah ll 2 ll 
Samavaye ca udbhutas dram yas cavatisthate || 

Bhavah sthayiti sa jneyo 'py a * * (ritathonyatha ?) || 3 11 
Abhlstalinganadlnam avaptau yah prakasate ll 
So ’smin sambhogaSrngaro vipralambho viparyaye ll 4 || 
Vibhavo 'pi dvidhaivatralambanoddipanatmakah ll 
Eko 'nubhava * * re janako 'nyas ca bodhakah II S ll 
Tatah prabuddhe samskare ’nubhavo bhaved dvidha 11 
Antar bahis ca bhavottha * navavyabhicSribhih || 6 h 
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Catu * * * tir ityete va harsadayo maya || 

Ukta janmadibhedena prayah sambhogahetavah II I || 

Atah param pravaksyante vipralambhasamasrayah || 
Caturvimsatir utkanfchacintasmrtyadayo ’pare li 2 || 

E * * * dayo bbavah srngaravyaktihetavah II 
Kartsnyad ekonapancasad yathabhedam prakasitah || 3 || 

* * * bandhatisayasamparkanugaman iti II 
[Yuiljlta]sarvabhavesu vargayor ubhayor api II 4 ll 
Yad api ca gaditam praharsa * * tiraso rativismayadir eva II 
Tad idam iti nirakrtatp prakrstaprakrtijabhedam ami hi 

sarva eva ll 5 

Iti P RAKas AVARS AKETAU R ASa RNAVaLANKIRE SrnGaR[AVVA- 

ktih] PaScamah Paricchedah Samiptah. 

Srir astu, Harihara ...... garbhebhyo namah, 

■ . : ■ : : : '.; v 
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Smrtlcchadvesavarnanam antah santana isyate ft 
Manovagbuddhivapusam bahir arambha eva tu ii 7 \\ 
(Janmatilayasamparkanagamin iha) ? 11 
Vibhavas catra bliavas ca vyabhicari ca kurvate !i 8 11 
Vibhavaj janma bhavanam uddipanavibhavatah li 
Anubandho ’nubhavebhyo praka * # * * yate ii 9 || 

Samparkas tulyatatulyabalabhavantarodaye 11 
Anugamitvam anyena sthayino 'pah nave sail li 10 11 
Janmanubandhatisaya * * % m (dha) nugamat kramena ii 
Bhavesu tal laksanaSaksyayogat panca prapancan 

upavarnayamah ii 11 11 

Saisa bhavo ratir nama kama * * * mankurah I) 
Sauhrdankurakandas ca dviprakaro 'pi darsitah li 12 ii 
Bhavantarebhyah sarvebhyo ratibhavah (prapailcyate) 11 
Kavirargah samagro 'pi tam enam anudhavati ii 13d 
Nisargasamsargasukhaih prabhedaih janmanubandha * * * 

dibhis ca ii 

Imam vi nisei tya mvesayantah kavlndrabhavam kavayo 

labhante ii 14 ii 

Ratiprapancah Samiptah 
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JUNE, 1929 


The Bhagavadgltii, in a passage which may be said to 
extend from stanza 8 to 16 of the third adhyaya, teaches 
the necessity of yajna or sacrifice in the sense of the Mlmam* 
sa, i,e,, of the apurva required for obtaining from the gods 
the material conditions, such as rain and (through it) food, 
without which the progress of the world would come to a 
standstill (of. Manu, III, 75 : daivaharmani yukto hi bibhar- 
tidam caracaram) ■ and it modifies this old doctrine, merely 
by adding that sacrifice, as any action, should not be done 
with any selfish idea but only for the maintenance of the 
divine law. In order to demonstrate the necessity of yajna 
the latter is shown to he a link within a cycle ( cahra ) of 
causation, i.e., a cycle every link of which is both effect of 
the preceding and cause of the following link, so that by 
eliminating even one only of those links the cycle would be 
destroyed. The demonstration concludes thus : “He who 
does not promote (or obey, or follow) the wheel {cahra) thus 
set in motion, sinful of life and indulging in the senses, he, 
0 son of Prtha, lives in vain.” 

Now the problem arising here is this : Which and how 
many of the principles mentioned in this connection are meant 
to constitute the yajnacahra ? 

But for stanza 15 everything would be perfectly clean .. 
For, the causal series taught in st. 14 ( karma causing yoyna 
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causing parjanya causing annum causing bhutani) does form 
into a cycle in so far as the beings (bhutani) are again linked 
with karma as their effect. Nothing more seems to be 
required. 

I have, therefore, long been of opinion that stanza 15 
does not belong to the original Bhagavadglta, but is a not 
very clever interpolation of an orthodox Brahmanic reviser 
who was afraid that the calcra might be misunderstood in 
the sense of the Buddhist pratUyasamutpacla (or some svahha- 
vavada ) as something automatic or not requiring a divine 
author or supervisor. 

As regards interpolations, we need not go so far as the 
late Professor Garbe who declared no less than one hundred 
and seventy stanzas of the Bhagavadglta (including st. 9 to 
18 of adhy. Ill) to have been added to the original work. 
Still the idea of interpolations in the Gita must not, as is 
often done in India, be ridiculed as the caprice of hypercri- 
tical minds. There is at least one stanza, viz., the words 
of Arjnna (prakrtim purumm caiva hsetram ksetrajiiam eva 
ca, etc.) found in some manuscripts and editions at the 
beginning of adhyaya XIII, which is stamped as an interpola- 
tion by the fact of its being tacitly ignored or expressly reject- 
ed by most of the commentators and editors. But it is also well 
worth considering, e.g., that stanzas 66 and 67 of the second 
adhyaya are not commented upon nor even mentioned in 
the two oldest Gita commentaries hailing from Kasmlr, and 
that the great Abhinavagupta rejects as spurious stanzas 
16, 17 and 18 of the fourteenth adhyaya. 1 

However, I do not here wish to state that stanza 15 is 
an interpolation. After having indicated that it may be 
one 1 shall now try to explain onr passage on the supposition 

x These points as well as apparent lacunae and wrong readings 
in the current Gita will be found discussed in the preface to my 
edition, now ready for the press, of the ancient Kasmlr recension of 
the Bhagavadglta. 
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am 


as long as no 


that stanza 15 does belong to the original Gita. For, I 
always against cutting the Gordian knot 
serious effort has been made to untwist it. 

The idea of the yajmcahra is older than the Bhagavad- 
glta. It is already found, though in a somewhat different 
form, in two of the oldest Upanisads (Brhad5ran.yaka, VI, 
2, 9-13 and Chandogya, V, 4-9) where the cremation of the 
dead body, and, in accordance herewith, every further change 
of state of the jiva passing from death to rebirth is described 
as a sacrifice. At the cremation, so we read, the Other 
World (asau lokafy) is the fire in which the gods sacrifice 
the Sraddha (i.e., probably, the barman ) 1 of the deceased 
person who hereby becomes somo raja (assumes a lunar 
body). He then becomes rain {vysti), then food {annam), 
then semen {retail), then, again, an embryo {garbha, Chand. 
Tip.) and a man (purusa, Brh. Up.). This is the pancagni- 
vidya, so called because of the five fires {asau lokah, etc.) 
through which a man passes from death to birth. 

This is an Aupanisadic elaboration of the more primitive 
and general theory of the yajnacakra as transmitted, e.g,, 
in a stanza (quoted in several Gita commentaries) of the 
Manavadharmasastra (III, 76), viz. : 

agnau prastalmtih, samyag adityam upatistkale} 

adityaj jayate vrstir vaster anncim tatah prajahj) 

In close agreement herewith is Yajfiavalkyasmrti, III, 
121-124: the essence {rasa) of the sacrifice, after having 
gratified the gods, is carried by the wind to the moon (soma) 
and thence by the rays of the sun to the latter itself. Then 
the sun sends it back to earth in the form of water (amyta), 
i.e., rain, which, on its part, produces food {annam) from 
which all creatures ( bhutani ) spring. “From that food 
(comes) again sacrifice, again food, again sacrifice, and 
this wheel, revolves without beginning or end" 


Compare Bhag. Gita xviii, 3 : sraddhUtmyo'yam^.um 


yacchraddhdk sa eva sah. 
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tasmad annat punar yajnah punar cmnam punali hratuhj 

emm etad anadyantara cahram samparimrtatejj 
In all of these passages, tlien, the cahra has four or five 
links which are practically the same as those enumerated 
in Bhag. Gita, III, 14, considering that barman may be 
implied in yajna, or vice versa. 

But our stanza 14 has a continuation, its last words 
{yajnah harmasamudbhavah) being linked with the following 
stanza (15), viz., 

karma brahmodbh cwam viddhi hr ahmdhsras amudbhavam J 
tasmai sarvagatam brahma nityam yajne pratisthitamjj 
and thus, apparently, two more links are introduced into 
the cahra, viz., brahman and alcsara. 1 

The task, therefore, devolves upon us to examine the 
1 several solutions of this problem that have so far been offered 
by Indian commentators and Western interpreters of the Gita. 

These solutions, or attempts at such, fall naturally into 
three groups, • according as the additional principles {brahman 
and dksara) are understood as (1) belonging to the cahra, 
(2) not belonging to it, and (3) partly belonging and partly 
not belonging to it. To the first group belong (among others) 2 
the explanations given by Ramanuja, Madhva, and, of advai- 
tins, Venkatanatha ; to No. 2 that of Sankara and most of his 
followers ; to No. 3 Nllaka^tha’s. I shall now set forth 
these standpoints, but for practical reasons in the changed 
order 2, 3, 1, and, first, without regard to the second half 
of stanza 15. 

(2) Sankaracarya declares brahman to be the Veda, and 
alcsara to be the same as aksara brahma , i.e., paramatm a. 
Of these the latter, being no possible effect of the b hut mi 

1 The meaning (gender) of these words being under discussion, 
their uninflected form only can be used here, 

2 I do not claim to know all Gita commentaries and can use for 
this study only those which I have at hand, excluding even some of 
them, because their explanations are too little original or (such as 
karma - kriyasakti) too anachronistic (considering the age of the GitS). 
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nor, indeed, being imaginable as an effect or product at all, 
is necessarily outside the cakra. Whether the Veda is or 
is not, Sankara does not explicitly state, but evidently he 
excluded it too because of its nityatva. Compare Madhu- 
sudana Sarasvati’s explaining brahmodbhavam, to mean 
“having the Veda as its authority” (pramdnam, not udbhaval) 
and his epitomizing statement : “At the beginning {of crea- 
tion) there is the manifestation, by the Lord, of the all- 
manifesting, eternal, faultless Veda; thence (comes) the 
knowledge of the works (to be done); thence, by their being 
performed, the production of merit ; then rain ; thence food ; 
thence (the birth of) beings ; again, exactly so, the prosecu- 
tion of works by the beings,” etc. Similar is Sahkarananda’s 
explanation : Isvarali srutimukhem yajnciscmtatim vidhaya 

svayam eva cakrayi pravartitavdn. The Veda is the 

instrument of the Lord for setting the cakra in motion and 
as such outside it, as the key is outside the watch. 

(3) Nllakantha, agreeing with Sankara as to the mean- 
ing of brahman and aksara, is also convinced that the bhutani 
cannot in any way be the cause of the Veda ; still he makes 
the latter a link of the cakra in the following way : “First 
the study, by the beings, of the Veda . (takes place) ; thence 
their performing the actions (enjoined therein) ; thence the 
satisfaction of the gods; thence rain; thence food: thence 
beings (and) their studying the Veda.” 

(la) Venkatanatha, however, is sure that both brahman 
and aksara belong to the cakra and fully participate in the 
anyonya-karya-karana-bhava of the links constituting it. 
He agrees with Sankara in taking brahman to mean the 
Veda, but differs from him in explaining aksara as the 
pratiava or the sacred syllable OM which, as he points out, 
is according to Bhag. Gita, XVII, 23 (orn tat sad iti 
nirdesa , etc.) the cause of the Veda. But then how can 
the bhutani be the cause of the prayava ? In so far, he 
replies, as the pranava is manifested by them through their 

h' •• 'S- v * J, yr : ‘ 
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(15) Madhva, who precedes Venkatanatha by centuries, 
has a similar idea as to aksara but not as to brahman : the 
word aksara , he says, must be taken literally in the sense 
of the letters (aksarani), i.e., the Yeda (including the sacred 
syllable) ; these are manifested through the beings, and 
“through them (the letters) the Highest Brahma becomes 
manifest” ( alcsarani prasiddhani ; tebhyo hy abhivyajyate 

■param brahma tani cciksarani bhutabhivyaiigyanlti cakram). 

For, says M., “the words such as taking rise mean manifes- 
tation’’ ( utpattivacanany abhivyaktyarthcmi). 

(lc) Ramanuja’s explanation, like Madhva’s, depends on 
interpreting the causal connection of the links (which in the 
text is expressed by the words bhavati, bhavanti , sainbhavah, 
samudbhavah) more liberally, i.e., less literally, than is 
usually done. For, it is a wrong view, says his chief expo- 
nent (Yedantadesika), that the idea of the cakra is necessarily 
connected with that of a taking rise ( na hy avasyam utpattav 
evapeksd cakratvahetuh). But Ramanuja goes much further 
than Madhva. He sets forth: (1) that brahma is a word 
for prakfti or primordial matter (used as such, e.g., in Bhag. 
Gita, XIV, 8 mama yonir mahad brahma and in Mund. 
Up., 1, 1, 9) and thus may also, as is the case in our stanza, 
denotea product of prakrti, viz., the individual body 
(prakrtiparinamarupa-sarlra ; (2) that aksara, as elsewhere 
(Bhag. Gita, XY, 16 kutastho ‘ksara ucyate and Svet. Up,, 
1 , 10) means the jlvatmd or individual soul ; (3) that brahma - 
ksarasamudbhavam means (not that the body springs from 
the soul but) that only in connection with the soul (as its 
supervisor) does the body become an instrument of action 
(karma-sad hand) ; (4) that not merely the body, but body 
plus soul (sajlvasarlram) as an organic unity depend on food — 
annad bhavanti hhutani (st. 14) — and that, consequently, 
(5) stanza 14 does not introduce two new principles, but only 
meutions once more, but this time with regard to their dual 
nature, the hhutani already mentioned in stanza 14. 

Let us now turn to the second half of stanza 15. The 
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two difficulties here are the expressions sarvagatcini brahmci 
and niiyain yctjne pratisihitam. 

Sarvagatam brahma is, by nearly all commentators, taken 
to refer back to the brahman mentioned twice in the pre- 
ceding line. This is supposed to be in conformity with a 
Mimamsa. rule (veclo vd prdyadarsancit, M. S. Ill, 3, 2, quoted 
by Dhanapati to refute Srldhara), viz., that an ambiguous 
word should be interpreted in accordance with the general 
drift of the context. How the Veda may be sarvagatct is 
easily explained by referring to its “manifesting everything” 
( sarvdrthaprahdSaJcatvctm ), while the formidable difficulty 
here arising for Ramanuja is overcome by him by boldly 
declaring that sarvagatam brahma means “the body of every- 
one qualified (for yajha'f (sarvddhikcirigatam sarlram). Srl- 
dhara, on the other hand, though otherwise agreeing with 
Sankara, says that the words sarvagatam brahma refer to 
the ahsara—parabrahma or, possibly, to the brahman = veda 
of the preceding line. And Rarnakantha, a KasmJrian phi- 
losopher of the tenth century, says that the brahman of line 
1 is the lower (ctparam) Brahma of sdstrarupam sabda- 
brahma, and the aksara of line 1 as well as the sarvagatam 
brahma of line 2 is the higher (par am) Brahma. 

JSHtyam yajne pratisihitam means according to Sankara 
and his followers that it (the Veda) treats mainly of sacrifices 
and the ways of performing them (which seems rather a 
truism). Bor Ramanuja it means that it (the body) “is 
rooted in sacrifice” (yajhamTdam), i.e., owes its origin to 
sacrifice. For Srldhara, again, the meaning is that it (the 
Highest Brahma) is “obtained 5 ’ through sacrifice ; and just 
so for Madhya that it is “to be revealed to us through 
sacrifice.” 

There are practically no contributions by Western scholars 
to our problem. None of them, so far as known to me, has 
tried to explain the cakra. Sehlegel’s explanation of brah- 
man and method as the ■ revealed and the unrevealed Petty 

(unman revelatum, numen occultum) and John IMviets a 
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Brahma and Brahma eome near to Ramakaiitha’s and Srl- 
dhara’s. Jacobi and Garbe, taking Ramanuja’s hint, under- 
stand brahman to be the mahad brahma or prakrti of Bliag. 
Gita, XIV, 3. Deussen, as often, has followed Sankara. 

It remains for us to decide the value of the Indian com- 
ments we have become acquainted with. Here it seems to 
me but just to begin with a word or two in favour of Rama- 
nuja. He is the only one who has endeavoured to explain 
our Gita passage merely by means of the Gita itself and 
the Upanisads referred to in it. This is, indeed, the ground 
on which any investigation on the Gita should be started 
with a view to proceeding, if necessary, to the wider fields 
of the Mahabharata, Dharmasastras, Purmnas and Agamas. 
But I do not think that Ramanuja has been fortunate. His 
explanation of brahma and aksara is a tour de force which 
cannot stand sound criticism. I do not believe either that 
Madhva or Venkatanatlia has succeeded in proving that stanza 
15 is really meant to complete the cahra, nor that Nilakantha 
is right in ineluding brahman in it. It is not likely that 
the Gita taught a cakra different from the one known to the 
Dharmasastras. Bub Sankara, in my opinion, comes near 
to truth, and Ramakantha and Srldbara (the former of whom 
is older than the latter) appear to me to correctly represent 
the standpoint of the author of the Gita, The alternative, 
however, left open by Srldhara in favour of Sankara I wish 
to exclude. It seems, indeed, to be supported by Bhag. 
Gita, VI, 44 : “Even one merely wishing to know Toga 
reaches beyond the W ord-Brahma” j but clearly the meaning 
here intended is not so much that such a one will become 
free from the Vedic observances and their effects than that 
will pass even beyond “Lord Brahma seated on his lotus- 
throne” (XI, 15) to Him whose body contains “the worlds 
up to Brahma’s abode” (VIII, 16). And so, the word brahman 
occurring nowhere else in the Gita in the meaning “Veda” 
(though it does not mean the Veda or sacred knowledge in cer- 
tain passages of the Vedic and Pauranic literature), but either 
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(some thirty times) in that of the higher or neuter Brahma 
(VIII, 16, 17) or in that of the lower or masculine Brahma 
(XI, 15, 37 ), I hold that the latter is the principle 
mentioned twice in the first half of our stanza 15, and, con- 
sequently, the former must be meant by aksctra as well as by 
sarvagatam brahma. The word sarvagatam is purposely 
added to emphasize the difference of the brahman thus 
characterized from the one twice mentioned in the former 
half of the stanza. For, only the higher brahman is infinite, 
the lower one being confined to his brahmancla. As to the 
object of stanza 15 as a whole I agree with Madhusudana 
and others in seeing in it a digression found desirable in 
order to accentuate once more the sublime origin of the 
yajhacakra. Stanza 15, then, takes us back to stanza 10 by 
repeating that god Brahma (=Prajapati) is the creator of 
yajnacakra ; and it adds, for those who want a still higher 
authority, that the Highest Brahma is at the bottom of 
the “creator’’ and, consequently, of sacrifice, — the Highest 
Brahma, i.e., Visnu, the First Cause ( adikarta ), the Infinite 
(ananta), God of gods (deveid), than whom even Brahma 
is less great (Bhag. Gita, XI, 37). 


J. Otto Schrader 


Picture Showmen 


Patanjali, in the Mahabhasya, ca. 140 B.C., elucidates the 
use of the historical present by reference (l) to dramatic 
representations of the Krsna legend given by a sort of actors 
called Saubhikas, who certainly employed pantomime and 
may or may not have used spoken words, (2) to the display of 
paintings ( citra ) representing the slaying of Kamsa, and 
(3) to the recitations of the Granthikas. Here we are con- 
cerned only with (2). This part of the text, literally trans- 
lated, reads : “How in respect of the Paintings ? (Here 
too the historical present is employed, for) in the pictures 
themselves men see the blows rained down on Kamsa, and 
how he is dragged about.” Both Luders 1 2 * and Hillebrandt 9 
have supposed that this refers to the practice of painters 
who carry about pictures and explain them aloud for a living, 
using the historical present in their spoken words. But 
nothing is said about this, and Haradatta’s commentary 
seems to imply no more than that the canvases are living 
speeches, and that the historical present is framed in 
the spectator's mind ; Keith, 8 who treats the subject 
very fully, citing the texts, ridicules the view that spoken 
words are implied. Nevertheless, as will appear from below, the 
practice of picture showmen explaining their own pictures 
has been so general and wide-spread in India and Further 
India that the possibility that Patanjali had in mind a per- 
formance of this kind cannot be altogether rejected. In 
any case, whether or not there were spoken words, Patanjali’s 
text provides us with the earliest extant evidence of the 
public exhibition of pictures 4 ; we learn that this dealt with 

1 Sitz, kais, Akad. Wiss., Berlin, 1916, pp. 6981?. 

2 Z.D.M.G., Lxxil, pp, 227ff. 3 The Sanskrit Drama> pp. 33ff. 

4 F, W, Thomas, in- the Cambridge History of India, I, 
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the Krsrn legend, and though it is not so stated, it is very 
probable that scroll paintings were meant. 

Iu Jaina Prakrb texts the term maiihha designates a 
picture showman, 'and we find such men mentioned with 
other entertainers (actors, dancers, story-tellers, etc.) resort- 
ing to the shrine of the Yaksa Pupiiabhadda. 2 In the 
Bhagavatt Sutra, XV, 1, there is mentioned the heresiareh 
Gosila Mahkhaliputta, whose second name refers to his 
father’s trade oimahlha ; the Sanskrit gloss has citraphalaTca- 
vyagrahara-bhilcsu-visesa , U, a kind of mendicant who collects 
alms by exhibiting pictures of deities which he carries about 

with him. 3 . 

Another Jaina reference to the exhibition of paintings, 

p. 4 8 i, remarks with reference to public displays in the Maurya period i 
« n0 doubt the private showman, with his pictures of Hades, etc., was 

“L Patanjali’s well-known reference to the n S e of represen- 
rations' of person, or deities has generally been understood to refer to 
images in the round, probably of metal. The suffix ka is to^ be dropped 

^ 15 1 cpc-tire a livelihood {iivikarthe ) and is 

if the representation is used to secure a uveuuuu v ' 

not vendible (afanya). May it not be the case that the reference 
here is rather to picture showmen than to image showmen \\ e have 
no other evidence in -- Uteraffire^ ^ 

tlxt trproveffiarffie^exhibited representations were not paintings. 
In L ^ Prabandhacintainani (trans. Tawney, p. 160), “those who carry 

pictuies are pyatimadharins. Leumann, Das Aupapatika Sutra, 

2 Aupapatika Sutra , 2 } See E. Leumann, uas y 

Abh. Kunde des Morgenlandes, VIII, 2, 1 83, P- 2 » 

AniagaAa DasSo, p. 2 ; Coomaraswamy, Yaksas, p. • 

3 Hoernle, Uvasagadasao , pp. to8, 121 (n 53 . 73 ) 

Appendix p.x. Hoernle adds that at the present day beggars may 
Appendix, p. nurtures of such deities as Sltala, 

be found in Bengal who carry pictures or su . 

goddess of small-pox, or Olablbi, goddess of diolera l J 

carry pictures of Tagannatha. Barua, however {Maskan a an Ep tket 
carry pictures or Jcg rejects the derivation f r 


pp. -iects the derivation fr 

of Gosala, L H. Q., x 9 2 /> Pi _ .. m eanin 

m aUha, identifying Maikbali with Maskan, w th the maa 

- i. . . • o carries a barafec 
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evidently a familiar custom, though here practised by a woman 
for a special purpose, will be found in Hemacandra’s Trisasti- 
§a,lakapwusa-caritra, 1, 650ff., written some time between 
1057 and 1173 a.d. The text is dealing with the former births of 
Esabhanatha l 1 Srlraatl recalls her former births, and longing 
for the husband of her previous incarnation, falls sick. She 
reveals the whole matter to her nurse Panclita, who, being 
a knowledgeable person, painted a picture according to 
SrJmatl’s relation on a piece of canvas, and went out to exhi- 
bit it. Papdita spread out the canvas in public on the high 
road, outstretched like Srlmatl’s hopes, and stood beside it. 
Some, learned in the scriptures, praised the representation 
of the divine Nandlsvara and other personages, which accord- 
ed well with the descriptions of the sastras. Other pious 
persons nodded their heads and described to each other the 
representations of the Jinas. Those expert in the technique 
of art praised the correctness of the drawing, as they examin- 
ed the outlines again and again with sidelong (critical) glan- 
ces. Others remarked that the white, black, red and blue 
colours on the canvas made it appear like the variegated 
sunset sky. When prince Durdanta saw the painting, he 
recognized the events of his previous incarnation as Lalitanga, 
husband of &rlmatl, and fell fainting. When he recovered, 
he explained the whole story to Pandita, pointing out in the 
picture Mt. Meru, the city of Pupdarikipl, the heaven of 
Isana, the vimana of Srlprabha, where he had been the god 
Lalitanga, saying “Here am I shown as worshipping the 
images of the Jinas on the Nandlsvara mountain.” The 
result is that Durdanta and Srlmatl are re-united. 

In many of the later references the picture showmen are 
called Yamapaftaka because the pictures which they exhibit 
represent the reward of good and evil deeds to be experienced 
in the realm of Yama, the picture scrolls being yamapata. In 

i The Summary given above is condensed from Banarasi Das 
Jain ,Jatna Jatakas, Lahore, 1925, pp. 69 ff, 
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Visakhadatta’s 3lndramhaasa, dafceable perhaps in the fifth 
and certainly before the tenth century, Act I, Caijakya’s spy 
Nipumka adopts the disguise of a picture showman ; and 
remarking that men thus earn a livelihood by means of that 
very Yama who slays all people, he enters Caudanadasa’s 
home, carrying a scroll with figures of Yama upon it (yama- 
pata), and remarks “I’ll enter here, show my pictures and 
chant my song (yamapatam darsayan gltani gay ami)” Subse- 
quently, reporting to Canakya, he says “Spreading out the 
Yama scroll I commenced my ballad’’ ( jamapadam pasaria 
pauttohmi gldaim gdidum ). 1 2 

There is a still more explicit account in Baca’s Karsa- 
carita. I quote the version of Cowell and Thomas, p, 119 : 
“Like those who depict Infernos, loud singers paint unreal- 
ities on the canvas y>f the air” (canvas, air = ambara) ; and p, 
136 : a “In the bazaar street amid a great crowd of inquisitive 
children he observed an Inferno-showman {Yamapattaka) in 
whose left hand was a painted canvas stretched out on a 
support of upright rods and showing the Lord of the Dead 
mounted on his dreadful buffalo. Wielding a reed wand in 
his other hand, he was expounding the features of the 
next world, and could be heard to chant the following 
verses : 

Mothers and fathers in thousands, in hundreds children 

and wives, 

Age after age have passed away ; whose are they, and 

whose art thou ?” 

In the Prabandhacintctmani (Tawney's translation, p. 160) 
there are mentioned “those who carry pictures.” 


1 In M. R. Kale’s edition, 1911, there is the following note: 
“The exhibition of Yamapata was one of the sources of making 
money ; see Harsaearita [Cowell and Thomas, p. 119], where a Yama- 
patika, exhibiting the scenes in Yamapurl painted on a piece of cloth, is 
described ( paralokavyatikaram kathayantam yamapatikam dadarsa). 

2 A footnote cites Kipling’s Man and Beast in India, ' 
mention is made of pictures of Dharmraj (Yama) sold at fairs. - 
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The references to picture showmen cited above are all 
that I have been able to collect so far as India proper is 
concerned ; they are sufficient to suggest that the practice 
of’ exhibiting scroll paintings of various kinds has been gene- 
rally current throughout the historical period. Kram- 
riseh, in her Fisnudharmottaram, 1st ed., p. 5, quotes the 
following from the Sdratha Pakasini, Siamese edition, Part 
II, p. 398 : “There is a class of Brahmanieal teachers known 
by the name of Nakha. 1 They make a (portable) framework 
upon which they cause to be drawn a variety of pictures, 
depicting scenes of good and evil destinies, of fortunes and 
misfortunes, ‘by doing this deed one attains this,’ ‘by doing 
that one attains that,’ thus showing different destinies, they 
wander about with these pictures.” I have not been able 
to consult this work, and assume that here also the reference 
is really to the old Indian practice, current in Magadha. 
However this may be, we have other evidence for picture 
showmen outside India proper. In particular, the Chinese 
author of the Ying-yai Sheng-lan (a.d. 1416) 2 states with 
reference to Java: “There is a sort of men who paint on 
paper men, birds, animals, insects and so on : the paper is 
like a scroll and is fixed between two wooden rollers three 
feet high ; at one side these rollers are level with the paper, 
whilst they protrude at the other side. The man squats 
down on the ground and places the picture before him, un- 

1 The word “Nakha” does not sound plausible. Can there be 

an error for “Mahkha” ? ' 

2 W. P., Groeneveldt, Notes on tJu Malay Archipelago and Mal- 
acca. Compiled from Chinese Sources. Verhandelingen van het Bata- 
viaasch Genootschap van Kunsten en Wetenschappen, Vol. XXXIX, 
1S76. A modern example of Wayang Beber painting is reproduced 
in N. Krom, L’art javanais dans les Musees de Hollande et de Java, 
Ars Asiatica, VIII, 1926. Cf. Helsdingen, The Javanese Theatre, Straits 
Branch R. A. S„ Dec. 1913. Cf. H. PI., Juynboll, Die Halle und 
die Hollenstrafen nach dein Volksglauben auf Bali, Baessler Archiv, 
IV, 2, 1913. 
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rolling one part alter the other and taming it towards the 
spectators, whilst in the native language and in a loud voice 
he gives an explanation of every part ; the spectators sit 
around him and listen, laughing or crying according to what 
he tells them.” 

Besides this, it is very well known that at the present 
day there survives in Java, and more especially in Bali, the 
same practice, which is classed as a dramatic art and known 
as Wayang Beber : the man who exhibits and recites being 
known, as in the. case of the shadow plays, as the Dalang. 
The custom seems also to be found in Persia ^ for although 
I cannot cite any other reference, the Persian Dictionary 
of Steingass has s.v. surat khtoan “One who pictures the state 
of angels and men as to reward and punishment on the day 
of resurrection, and receives a remuneration for it from the 
bystanders.” This is clearly a parallel to the Indian Yama- 
patika. Surat also means puppet and in the Persian popular 
theatre the reader or singer for the puppets is called khtoan 
or khon ; he usually prefaces his performance by the 
recitation of a religious poem called rak-i-hindl. Martin* 
ovitcb, to whom I owe this information, renders this “the 
Indian way," but it seems much more likely that rah — rag, 
and thus the meaning should be “Indian song or tune.” In 
any case there is here some positive evidence for an Indian 
origin of the puppet show in Persia, or at least for Indian 
influence in the manner of its presentation, and this supports 
the idea of an Indian origin for the surat khivan. 


Ananda K. CooMAraswamt 


Fine Arts 


Art is synonymous with Silpa and Kala, or more precise- 
ly, with Silpa-kala and is the subject-matter primarily of the 
Silpa-sastras. The traditional list of sixty-four arts is, 
however, referred to in at least three other classes of our 
literature. The mythological group includes the firimad- 
hhagavata, the Harivcmsa and the Visnu-purana. The 
Buddhist-Jain group is represented by the Lcilita-vistara 
and the TJttaradhy ay ana- sutra. And the erotic group 
consists of the Kama-sutra of Vatsyayana and others. The 
mythological group makes mention of arts in connection with 
the various kinds of knowledge acquired by Krsna and 
Balarama. In the text of the Srlmad-bhagavata, however, 
only the number, not the specification of the arts, is given. It 
is stated that the sixty-four arts were learnt in so many, that 
is, sixty-four days . 1 But of its numerous commentators, some 
supply both the number and the specification, while others 
only the number . 2 The commentators Vlra-raghavacarya 

1 wmiw tswfiiraTq w. i ■ 

vgis wffbr n 

cwt fvat usmffwg stfkvtq i 

v! vt « 

’ll wt wsrewiv i 

wtrrC ^rat crpuft; « 

(Srlmad-bhagavata, part x, chap. 45, verses 33-35). 

2 («) vilvniviT wg-.v^iT 1 

(Vira-raghavacarya). 

{t) TOtwcfluw : mmm\ w: ^iqfTOsrr. Prar isrl: 1 

(Vijaya-dhvaja-tlrtha). 

(c) erf. svsjt: 1 (Visvanatha-Cakravartin). 

{<*) urv ftrwn w %r*{, 1 

(Srldhara-svamin) . 
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and Vijaya-dhvaja-tirtha who make mention only of the 
traditional number of arts as sixty-four, do not disclose the 
source of their information. Visvanatha-cakravartin also 
does nob specify the sixty-four arts, but he mentions Saiva- 
tantra as his source. Srldhara-svamin and Vallabhacarya 
also, who give a detailed account of the sixty-four arts, derive 
their information from the same source. The Saiva-tantra, 
however, it should be noted, is not the name of a hook, but 
is a branch of mystic literature which can hardly be identified 
for the verification of the names and other details of the arts. 
Sukadeva, another commentator, who also specifies the sixty- 
four arts, quotes in toto from his authority named Vidyd- 
sanigraha-nibandha, which, as its title indicates, is a mere 
compilation from some other sources. Lastly Jlva-gosvamin,* 
who also describes the sixty-four arts in detail, appears to 
have derived his information from the Visnu-purana and the 
Harivamsa which is a supplement to the Mahdbhdrata. 
Thus, as quoted by Jlva-gosvamin, the Visnu-purana 1 and 
the Harivamsa 2 admit, indirectly though, a familiarity with 
the sixty-four arts, and state that the sixty-four (arts) were 
learnt in sixty-four days. The former, further, adds that it 
must be wonderful (adbhuta) to learn sixty-four arts in sixty- 


(e) ciurefh «rar: i— 

fern i vn^twr i (Suka-deva). 

/) i wi TOwiftrsTpii 

^rafhcraTPff wPr i ^rsrFrt ^ ftfercfTfn, writ 3 ® f trofir i to 

^ vfuiSr ^ i (Jlva-gosvamin). 

(g) : TOff w. =^:«t{vw. i vtot 

wvnvf ifwra; w. i farar *r tow®t sraT f^ft Wroi 

cm ®5m. TOrehffI tw i ^T €c?*[TOf% i (Vallabhacarya). 
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four days, wliile the latter explains this wonder by saying 
that Krsna and Balarama had an extraordinary memory 
(sruticlhara). The impracticability of learning sixty-four 
arts in no more than sixty-four days did not strike any of 
the commentators of the Srlmad-bhcigavata, presumably 
either because they were not at all familiar with the extensive 
knowledge demanded from and the wide field of study 
required for each of the sixty-four arts, or because they might 
have had no doubt about the superhuman ability of Krsjja 


and Balarama which has been admitted on so many other 
occasions in the Srimad-bhagavata, itself. But though equally 
mythological in character this point has struck both the 
Yismi-purana and the JIarivmnsa wherein an explanatory 
note is purposely added. In the former it is stated that it 
was wonderful ( adbhuta ) for Krsna and Balarama to learn 
sixty-four arts in sixty-four days, while in the latter they 
are stated to have been gifted with the power of remembering 
things by hearing only once (srutidhara). The explanation 
of the JZarivamsa is more expressly admitted in the ftrlmad- 
bhagavata where it is stated that they retained everything 
by simply listening only once . 1 

But in spite of all these explanations one cannot help 
thinking that at the time of the $ rimad-bhagavata as well as 
in the different times of its commentaries there was no 
practical knowledge of all the sixty-four arts ; because, other- 
wise, the authors of these treatises could not have passed 
over the point so light-heartedly ; further in other literature 
such an indifference is not met with. In the times of the 
Visnu-purana and the Harivamsa, however, the state of 
things seems to have been different. The arts were then 
living objects ; they were then more real, more practical ; at 
any rate people had more familiarity with them. 

The heretic group refers to the arts in connection with the 
schooling of Bodhi-sattva and of Mahavlra. It is stated in 

i See Notes x. and 2 above, and p. 188, note 1. 
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the Lalita-vistara 1 that ‘Whatever Sastras are current in the 
regions, all figures and writings and calculations, all roots, 
all arts in their immensity current on earth were learnt by 
him in many millions of ages (Kalpas) 5 . In the TJttam - 
dhyayana-sutra 2 it is stated that ‘He (Mahavlra) studied the 
seventy-two arts, constantly applying himself to them, he was 
in the full bloom of youth, he had a fine figure’ and good 
looks. His father procured him a beautiful and beloved 
sweetheart, Rupiiil, with whom he amused himself in his 


pleasant palace, like a Dvikundaka God. In the Buddhist 
and the Jain periods a far better knowledge of these arts are 
thus evinced. In the Lalita-vistara it is distinctly stated that 
‘all arts were current on the earth in their immensity 
(aprameya) and they were learnt in millions of years (bahu- 
Icalpa-hotyah).’ 

That youth and beauty are essential conditions for the 
cultivation of arts has also been admitted in the Lalita- 
vistara. Therein it is stated that “when the Prince had 
duly grown up, he was taken to the school under a hundred 

thousand auspicious arrangements. Now Visva- 

mitra, the school-master, feeling the beauty and glory of the 
Bodhisattva to be insufferable, fell prostate on the ground. 8 

In the Uttaradhyayana-sutra the number of arts is limit- 
ed to seventy-two, but they are nob specified anywhere in 


t« 

r 


spcfrfw *rrf*f ^ 

to feftv srouft ^ i 

igsf g gvr \\ - 

(Chap, x, i, p. 142. ed. Rajendra Lai Mitra). < 

vrwff Ararat v 1 


(Chap. XXI, 6-7). ■ - . , , 

3 Lalita-vistara, chap. X,: Trans, _(R.L, Mitra), p.181. - 
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the text. The context also demands a different reading for 
the expression nl-i-kovi-e, 1 as suggested in a similar context 
by the expression bahu-kalpa-kofyah (many millions of years) 
in the Lalita-vistara, in order to give a sense of the time or 
the close application of the mind required in learning the 
seventy-two arts. But what is really important is the fact 
that almost all the necessary circumstances under which the 
arts can be cultivated are more perfectly clear in this text. 

It is stated that ‘the student of arts must be in the full 
bloom of his youth and must have a fine figure (surupa) and 
good looks (priyadarsana) himself ; he must be united with a 
charming (rupavatl) and beloved (priya) wife who should be 
the personified beauty (rupinl) to keep him constantly amused 
and refreshed ; and lastly, he must have a beautiful palace 
(prasada) to live in'. In other words, a student of arts should 
be surrounded with all beautiful things both internally and 
externally ; he should live in an atmosphere of beauty and 
youth ; all his sense organs must be in a state to appreciate 
and enjoy •, the eyes to see pretty things, the ears to hear 
pleasant sounds, the nose to smell fragrance, the tongue to 
taste sweet things, the skin to touch delicately soft objects, 
and above all the mind to think, to feel and to will the 
beauties of arts. 

Youth and beauty as an essential condition for the culti- 
vation and development of arts reached a fuller recognition 
and a more elaborate treatment in the erotic group of litera- 
ture. In the Kama-sastm youth and beauty is the main 
theme. Whatever is discussed therein is nothing but a 
reference to the natural inclinations of young hearts of 
cultured man and woman in their aesthetic mood. Kaina 
or sensual desires can only arise in the mind of youth in an 
atmosphere of beauty. A seed cannot germinate in the 

I It has been very curiously translated as f 'and acquired know- 
ledge of the world 1 (Jacobi, SBE, vol. xiv, p. 108) which can hardly 
be the rendering of its Sanskrit equivalent N%tikovi4a. , 
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desert, nor can an artistic idea grow up in the fossilised ] 

heart of an old person. This fact has been fully recognised | 

in the mythological and the Buddhist- Jain groups of litera- 
ture also, for in spite of their spirit being avowedly religious, 
it was necessary to train Krspa and Balarama on the one | 

hand and Bodhisattva and Mahavlra on the other in artistic ! 

and other matters not in their advanced age but in their j 

youth and in an atmosphere of beauty. This point can be 
abundantly developed by a reference to the extant arts of j 

all countries, of all nations and of all sects. But before j 

proceeding further with illustrations it would be convenient 
first to briefly examine the traditional list of arts. In the ] 

Kama-sutra of Vatsyayana 1 the sixty-four arts are specified 
in connection with the accomplishments to be acquired by | 

men and women. , 

1. Gita. — Vocal music, including everything from com- 
position to singing in all scientific manner and comprising 
four or five main topics. 2 

2. Vadya, — Instrumental music, which also admits four ; 

or five varieties, 3 ; 


qism, nm. 
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(YaSodhara on Kamasutra), 
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(Jiva-gosvamin on Srlmad-bhagavata). 
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(Vallabhacharya on Srfmad-bhagavata), 
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3. Nrtya. — Dancing, which includes many more things 
than the ordinary connotations of the term. 1 

4. Natya. — Dramatic and scenic art including acting. 
Vatsyayana reads this much later in the list as Nataka- 
khyayika-darsana which means both seeing dramatic repre- 
sentation and reading stories in prose and verse. This deals 
with the ten kinds of drama and numerous other details 
which are essentially artistic in matter, spirit and form. 

5. Alekhya. — Painting, which includes six essential parts, 
namely, varieties of beauty, proportions, representation of 
sentimental grace, resemblance, colours, reliefs. 2 ’ 

6. Visesaka-cehedya. — Tattooing, specially referring to a 
kind of paint on the face which is stated to be liked very 
much by fashionable young ladies (vilasinl). 

7. Tandula-kusuma-bali-vikara. — Obviously this refers to 
three separate things, namely, the artistic arrangement of 
rice-meal, flowers, and dishes. A.11 the commentators 3 seem 


[ flwfr w? ^ i 
Ketv hr sitra? : ii 

’gif 3T mwtt 3T fsHOftTCUiM 

g PrT i 

(Yasodhara on Kamasutra). 
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t (Yasodhara on Kamasutra). 
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(Jlva-gosvamin). 
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to have missed the point. They have curiously divided the 
phrase thus : Tandula-bali-vikara and Kusuma-vikaira, and 
explain the former as referring to offerings to deities and 
the latter to making garlands also for worship. The context 
makes such interpretations untenable. These are essentially 
artistic matters and have nothing to do even with the worship 
of the God of love as the commentator of the Kama-sutra 
thinks as an alternative. Besides worship of a deity is no- 
where mentioned directly or indirectly in the list. The 
avowedly religious learnings are confined to the Vedas, 
Upnisads, Dharmasastras, etc. which are separately taught 
as stated in the mythological group (see note 1, p. 188). 
Moreover, the foregoing and the following topics make such 
an interpretation quite unconnected. It is easily understand- 
able that an accomplished young lady must cultivate' these 
arts as arts and not as religion. 

8. Puspastarapa — making beds of flowers. — it of course 

refers to gardening which is separately mentioned later 
on. 1 ' ■ ; . ..... . §|§B 

9. Dasana-vasanahga-raga 2 — This also refers to three 
separate arts, namely, the staining of the teeth, dyeing of 
cloth, and colouring of the body by means of powder, etc. 

10. Mapi -bbumika-karman — the art of setting jewels on 
the (marble) floor (for use particularly in summer as stated 
by Yasodhara). 3 


1 Yasodhara guesses an alternative sense also : i.e., making garlands 
with flowers, which is separately mentioned later on. 

Vallabhacarya passes it. over calling it as WJ 
Jiva-gosvamin gives the real sense — a'mfefir, i 

2 Curiously Vallabhacarya smells a sexual sense here when he says 

sjaiT^T i 

3 According to Jiva-gosvamin this should be done as shown by the 

architect Maya in building a wonderful hall for the Pandavas {for 
details see the writer’s Indian Architecture pp, 166-172). •, 
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11. Sayana-racana — the art of becl-making. — According 
to Jlvagosvamin 1 and probably Vallabhacharya 2 it refers 
to the making of bedsteads and couches etc. which is an item 
of architecture mentioned as a separate art later on. Accord- 
ing to Yasodhara this is necessary for digesting the food 
and for enjoyment. 3 

12. Udaka-vadya. — Playing on an instrument known as 
Jala-taranga 4 or Ghina-cups containing varying quantities 
of water to regulate the tone and produce harmonic notes 
like musical glasses, or an instrument (invented by Franklin) 
the sounds of which are produced from bell-shaped glasses 
placed on a frame-work that revolves on its centre, while the 
rims are touched by the moistened finger. 

13. IJdaka-ghata — the art of making fountains called 
Jalastambha-vidya by Jiva-gosvamin. 5 


14. Chitra-yoga — Pictorial arts, i.e. various kinds of 
painting, 6 


This is fully elaborated in connection with {vide infra), 

4 According to Yasodhara it is like the muraja or a drum. 
Vallabhacarya does not think of it seriously when he says : ‘as sounds 
are naturally produced on water ( w wj stt^r, )• Jiva- 

- gosvamin thinks that this music can be produced in a tank also : 

5 Vallabhacarya makes it a childish play with water— 

Vi 1 

Yasodhara also thinks it to be a play with water ( 

W5«u0, and includes the preceding one also under a general heading 
of water-play . In fact Sridhara-svatnin has included the two items 
(no. n , 12) under one heading. 

6 Practically all the commentators have found it difficult to explain 
this. Jiva-gosvamin is vague when he interprets it as the means to see 
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15. Malya-grathana-vikalpa.— -The arts of making gar- 
lands. 1 

16. Sekhara plda-y oj an a. — The art of putting on ornaments 
(of flowers) on the hair and top of the head. 2 

17. N epathy a-prayoga. — Scenic representations, the art 
consisting in putting on clothes and ornaments for the stage. 
This elaborates the art mentioned in the preceding item. 
According to Vallabhacarya this also includes the construc- 
tion of the stage itself. 

18. Karna-patra-bhanga.— Painting the cheeks before the 
ear with sandal and other pastes. \ asodhara thinks it to 
be a part of scenic representation. No doubt it is a special 
kind of toiletting. 

19. Gandha-yukti. — Perfumery or the art of making per- 
fumes. 3 

20. Bhusana-yojana. — The art of putting on ornaments 
on the various parts of the body. Yasodhara interprets it 
as the display of jewellery on the person for the stage- 
nurnose and classifies under two heads, Samyojya and 


ul things ( wpn: )■ Vallabhacarya 

garlanding of flowers ( ftfw3T. w'OT'. ). Yasodhara 
sexuality everywhere and says that this supple- 
iK, a separate item (see below) : 

1 TOfnC ? ft )-HwtWTOi: 1 ctpfl- 

^T5tffl^#ft otprt: 1 wnTW two* 1 

passes over these- seven items as too easy to 
allabhacarya and Yasodhara make it unnecessarily 
of flower-garlands for the head which is mentioned 

,ists here in artistically wearing and not making 
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21. Aindra-jala. — The art of jugglery ; according to Valla- 
bhacarya it does not admit of a rational explanation and 
has twenty varieties which are, however, not specified. 

22. Kaueumara-yoga. — The arts as taught by Kueu- 
mara, the author of the Attpanisadadhikara. According to 
the commentators these refer to some unspecified tricks. 1 
Kucumara need not necessarily mean the author of that 
name when no arts bearing his name are generally known. 
The term feca 2 means the ‘female breast’ ; hence it is just 
possible that the art may refer to the nursing or decoration 
of the female breast. 3 

23. Hasta-laghava. — Prestidigitation. The art is well 
known : this is extensively practised as an amusement in 
fashionable societies and considered to be an accomplish- 
ment for a young person. 

24. Vicifcra-saka-pupa-bhaksya-vikara-kriya. — The cookery 
or the art of cooking various kinds of vegetables, cakes 
and (all other) eatables. The vegetables comprise ten differ- 
ent things, namely, root, leaf, shoot (as of a bamboo), forepart, 
fruit, trunk, offshoot, skin, flower and thorn. 4 

Cakes including bread are also of various kinds but they 

1 sreraT 1 (Jxva-gosvamin)i 
^l^ssfrrcr; 1 (Vallabhacarya), 

UTiRrCTO I (Yas'odhara). 

2 The reading * kucamara ’ is not, however, available ; but when the 
authors of the other reading ( kucumara ) are not clear about the sense 
an emendation in the reading does not seem unjustified. 

3 It will be pointed out later on that some of these arts are meant 
for the females, some for males and the rest for both males and 
females. 



(Quoted from some unknown author by Yasodhara), 
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are not specified The eatables are divided into four classes, 
namely, 

(a) bhaksya or carvya, i, e., things to be eaten by 
chewing, 

(b) bhojya or cosya, i.e., things to be eaten by sucking, 

(e) lehya or things to be licked and 

(d) peya or things to be drunk. 

The j peyas are divided into two classes, namely, cooked 
(with fire) and uncooked. The former is called Yusa and 
admits of two varieties known as soup and decoction. The 
latter also has two varieties called the Asandhanakrta and 
Sandhanakrta. The Samdhanakrta are those which are 
made by distilling, such as the fermented or spirituous liquors, 
and are divided into Dravita and Adravita : the former is 
made by mixing water, sugar and tamarind and is known as 
drink or spirituous liquor ; and the latter is made of liquified 
herbs mixed with palmyra fruit and plantain flower ( moca ) l - 
and is called Rasa, i.e., essence or juice. 

25. Panaka-rasa-ragasava-yojana. — Preparation of beve- 
rages. According to both Yasodhara and Vallabhacarya 
asava implies spirituous liquor and indicates intoxication of 
three kinds, namely, mild, ordinary and high. The term raga 
is stated to imply three things, namely, those to be licked, 
powders and liquids tasting salt, tamarind, pungent and 
slightly sweet. 2 

As Yasodhara thinks, 3 this and the preceding item may 

1 Plantain grows out of this which looks like the cauliflower or 
cabbage. 

2 ml sp*: sp. i 

iroRPsrgw. ii 

(Yasodhara quotes from some unknown work). 

3 irefei. anffcft ggfo i gpifwuh W : t ■ 

strenfefiraT, Aht vif ^ i i 

fwfw: i ^ti ffvrawlwi i 
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be included under one heading, namely, cookery. Buis a 
number of most useful arts are referred to here which is even 
at present time practised separately. It should be noted 
that the stages of development and perfection in the art of 
making foods and beverages are the surest indication of the 
state of culture and civilization as well as of the economic 
condition of several nations and communities. 

26. Suci-vaya-karman. — Tailoring and weaving. Accord- 
ing to Yasodhara tailoring is of three kinds, namely, slvcma, 
or sewing of coat, etc., utana or darning of torn cloth, etc. 
and viracana or making of bed sheets, etc. Weaving 
implies manufacture of cloth or whole textile industry 
including yarning, which is separately mentioned later on 
(see no. 36). 

27. Sutra-lcrlda. — The art of playing with thread and 
rope. According to Yasodhara the play consists in showing 
by sleight of hand a piece of thread in perfect condition after 
tearing it to pieces or burning it to ashes, and would imply 
a kind of. magic. According to Jlva-gosvamin the play 
consists in moving dolls etc. like living beings with the help 
of a thread and also walking on rope and unbinding oneself 
after having been bound over with a rope. This would 
imply acrobatism in addition to magic. 

28. 'V Ina-damaruka- vady a. — Playing on lute and small 
drum. 1 These are included in the instrumental music but 
they are specially mentioned, as Yosodhara says, first because 
stringed instrumental music and lute music are very import- 
ant, secondly because they are difficult to be learnt especially 
at the commencement, and lastly because on these instru- 
ments the words (letters) played can be heard as distinctly 
pronounced. 

29. Prahelika.— Solution of riddles, charades, etc. 

^ I°dellin 0 or making images, i.e., sculp- 

ture. This interpretation is very definitely asserted by 
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Jlva-gosvamin and Vallabhacarya. 1 But Yasodhara inter- 
prets this in an entirely different way and says that it refers 
to a kind of versification beginning with a particular letter of 
a verse, 2 but that is separately mentioned under a different 
heading (see no. 56), 

Sculpture as an important art is well recognised and 
elaborately treated in a branch of literature like most of these 
arts. 


31. Durvacaka-yoga. — Mimicry, i,e,, the art of an imita- 
tive resemblance in one animal to another or to some inani- 
mate object in sound or sense as stated by Yasodhara. 3 

32. Pustaka-vSeana.— Elocution, i.e., the art of effective 
speaking, more especially of public speaking, regarding solely 
the utterance or delivery. This interpretation is supported 
by both Jlva-gosvamin and Vallabhacarya. 4 But Yas'o- 
dliara refers this to recitation in particular. 5 

33. Natakakhyayika-darsana.— Tableaux vivants, or what 
are called ‘living pictures.’ The art consists in exhibit- 
ing a motionless representation of a well-known character, 
painting, scene, etc. by one or more living persons in costume. 
That it is different from a dramatic performance is clear and 
needs no explanation. 


1 i (Jlva-gosvamin). 
i (Vallabhacarya). 

2 smtfu: i hi aftvrtr v i (in some unknown 

work): 

qactr srfiurraft « 

3 i cro wNt: i 

Vallabhacarya says that it refers to i 

Jlva-gosvamin adopts the ordinary sense : — 

spspmj *r rrasw ?w: i 

5 fawi*rr i 
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34. Kavya-samasya-purana. — Solution of verbal puzzles 
which are elaborately discussed in a class of literature known 
as Alamkara-sastra. 

35. Pattika(petika)-vetra-vana-vikalpa. — The art of mak- 
ing bows (? basket), sticks, canes, etc. with thread. Accord- 
ing to Yasodhara this art also includes the making of cane- 
chairs, cane- beds, etc. 1 

36. Tarku-lcarman. 2 — Making twist with a spindle or a 
distaff: this refers to the art of spinning. Weaving is 
separately mentioned (see no. 25). 

37. Taksana. — Carpentry, i.e., the art of wood-carving in 
making seats, beds, doors, etc. 3 

38. Vastu-vidya. — Architecture, the different parts of 
which are assigned to Sthapati, Sutra-grahin, Vardhaki and 
Taksaka. 4 It refers to the art of building and includes every 
thing built or constructed, from the palace to the bird’s nest 
and from the image of a god to that of an insect. 5 Thus, in 
the first place, it “denotes the construction of all kinds of 
buildings, religious, residential and military, and their auxili- 
ary members and component mouldings. Secondly, it implies 
town-planning, laying out gardens, constructing market- 

1 Vallabhacarya reads it differently, P atrika-citra-vacana-vikalpa, 
and refers to ram-fighting etc. which is however included under a 
separate heading (see no. 44). 

2 Both Srxdhara-svamin and Vallabhacarya misread it as Tarka- 

karman (debating). In Vatsyayana’s Kama-sutra it is read as Taksa- 
karmani (carpenter’s works) and the commentator Yasodhara interprets 
it as (making of balls with inferior materials). But 

carpentry is expressly mentioned in the next item. 

3 YaSodhara says that it refers to Vardhaki- karma but that is 
not correct, because Taksaka and Vardhaki have got different works to 
do (see under the next heading Vastu-vidya). 

4 , See the writer’s Indian Architecture , p. 35 and Dictionary of 
Hindu Architecture , pp. 709-712, 725-730. 

5 See the writer’s Dictionary, Preface, p, viii, and Indian Archi- 
tecture, pp. 1, 2. 
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places, making roads, bridges, gates, digging wells, tanks, 
trenches, drains, sewers, moats ; erecting enclosure-walls, 
embankments, dams, railings, flights of steps for hills, ladder, 
etc. ; thirdly, it denotes articles of house-furniture, such as bed- 
steads, couches, tables, chairs, thrones, fans, wardrobes, clocks, 
baskets, conveyance, cages, nests, mills, etc. It also includes 
the making of garments and ornaments, etc. It discusses, as 
preliminary matters, selection of site, testing of soil, 1 planning, 
designing, finding out cardinal points for orientation of build- 
ings, dialling, and astronomical and astrological calcula- 
tions. 

Architecture also implies sculpture like many of the other 
arts and deals with the carving of phalli, idols of deities, 
statues of sages, images of animals, birds, fish and insects. 

39. Suvaraa-rupya-ratna-pariksa. 2 — Testing of gold, silver 
and jewels. 

40. Dhatu-vada. — Metallurgy, i.e., the art of setting, puri- 
fying and mixing up of the metals such as earth (?), stone 
and quick-silver. 3 

41. Mani-ra.ga-jna.na (ragaka-ranjana). — The art of colour- 
ing precious stones. 

42. Akara-jnana. — Milling or the art of ascertaining the 
existence of mines from external appearances. 4 

43. Yrksayurveda-yoga.— -The art of gardening which, 
according to Yasodhara, includes planting, nursing, curing 


1 This refers to practical geology. Mining is separately mention- 
ed (see no. 41). 

2 The commentators have not included ‘suvarna' which is, how- 
ever, found in a text of the Kama-suira. It should be noted that the 
four items beginning with this fall under one category. 

(Yasodhara prefers the reading xm in place of TO). 

4 Vatsyayana does not include this : his commentator T 


says that this is found in some other texts. 
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and artistically arranging trees in private house-gardens. 1 
Vallabhacarya refers it particularly to the fruit-gardens. 2 

44. Mesa-kukkuta-lavaka-yuddha-vidhi. — Ram-fighting, 
cock-fighting, quail-fighting. Such things are shown in the 
performance of a circus party. 3 

45. $uka-sarika-pralapana, — Teaching of parrots, etc., to 
speak. The art consists in a sort of singing and delivering 
(good) news through the birds. 4 

46. Utsadana (-ne samvahane ca kausala). — Massage or 
shampooing, i.e,, rubbing the limbs with unguents, pomades, 
etc. both with hands and feet as Yasodhara says. 5 

47. Kesa-marjana-kausala. 6 — Coiffure or hair-dressing. 

48. Aksara-mustika-kathana. — Guessing unseen letters 
and things held in a closed fist, as stated by Jlva-gosvamin 
and Vallabhacarya. But according to Yasodhara the art 
consists in guessing things held in a closed fist like the reveal- 
ing of the hidden and suggested meanings in a poetic composi- 
tion : it admits of two varieties, namely, Sabhasa (suggestive) 
and Nirabhasa (unsuggestive),the object being two-fold, namely, 
to guess hidden things and to make concise composition. 7 

1 nftsnw: i 

2 #wirarci: Wf’ilfsrcrcni i 

3 i n-tftw H ^ i 

(Yasodhara). 

4 gvrrftn qsPn (Yasodhara). 

5 VRETWf WTWra I cRT tfRTOt I sfarf-ij 

I 

For the purpose of the Kama-mstra such an erotic art has obviously 
a great use. 

6 i cr ?rfsj5t' tro 5 cw*ni(*[ i 

(Yasodhara). 

7 gfispa i w uwrei ffrcrwnn ^ i era 

i tun whr i f^rrmreT i crt cpuf 

i 

YaSodhara illustrates this by quoting verses from the Candra- 
prabh H-vijaya ■ ka vya of Ravigupta. 
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49. Mleeehita-vikalpa. — Use of secret code language or 
modifying ordinary language so as to make ib not ordinarily 
intelligible, as stated by Yasodkara. 1 

50. Desa-bhasa-vijnana. — Knowledge of languages of 
differrent countries. 3 

51. Puspa-sakatika-nirmita-jnana. 3 — Making of flower 
carriages. 

52. Nimitta-jnana. — The art of reading omen from the 
crowing of crows etc. as stated by V allabkaearya. 4 

53. Yantra-matrka. — The art of making monograms, 
logo graphs and diagrams. Yasodkara attributes this to 
Visva-karman and calls it Ghatana-sastra (science of acci- 
dents.) 5 

54. Dharana-matrka. 6 — The art of Composing enigmatic 


§ 3*1 fee?} i PreraT 


t: i <mt 




z WfflWfTsmw <T1 slttsr'^fTOt ^ i — (Yasodhara). 

3 Vatsyayana divides this under two headings : — 

(i) Puspa-Sakatika and ( 2 ) Nirmita-jnana, His commentator 
YaSodhara simply says that sT’ukrr 1 

Jlvagosvlmin reads it as Puqpa-wkatika- niinitta-jna na tn, but fails 

Srldhara-svamin reads it as 1 yd,./ 

4 OT'PTKS! t fRP : [ I cf«f ^ JUtdwaHlSFtf t W-iW-II %4T <14 
^srabr ■strakrefocrawr ^rr^sm ?f?r 1 fifkrrerFrf*#! eiwra srt^ni 1 

(Y asodhara). 

5 snsNprt f4#?Kr sraiw swtewfaT (0 srra’ 1 

6 Vallabhacarya and 3rldhara-svamin read this along with the 
preceding one under the same heading. 
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poetry. But according to Yasodhara it refers to a kind of 
science of remembering . 1 

55. Sampathya. — According to Yasodhara it refers to a 
kind of reading which is practised for the sake of music and 
debate. 2 

56. Manas! kavya-kriya. — Extempore and mental com- 
position of versified poetry. The art comprises the filling up 
of stanzas of which a portion is told, the versification of 
thoughts in some one else’s mind, and composing verses 
beginning with certain given letters etc. 

57. Abhidhana-kosa.— Lexicography. The art consists 
in getting together all the synonyms of a term. 

58. Chando-jnana. — Knowledge of metres. The art con- 
sists in composing metrical verses. But according to Yaso- 
dhara, it refers to character-reading especially of man by 
young ladies. 3 4 

59. Kriya-vikalpa, — Derivation and conjugation of verbs 
in various ways. It refers to grammar and poetics as Yaso- 
dhara says. 

60. Chalitaka-yoga. — Tricks, According to Yasodhara, 
this also refers to poetical composition.* 

1 v nvt i nsfonn— 

res srew iigxn vi 

vSt ns: 11 

2 1 civ nw* train, tn ^5 n*hr 

trafn 1 

3 TO svn ?fn 1 ntrfnHrrfW nnl’sn’f nr 1 

4 WEun 1 % 1 

nngfer nni 11 

fe*)' vlhwr ssfonrsngnppr. 1 

fipiT rm n sstnni^H i-i;: A , A; = 
(Quotations from some unnamed -work). 
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61. V astra-gopana. — Changing the appearance of fabrics, 
such as making cotton cloth appear like silk. Bub accord- 
ing to Yasodhara, the art consists rather in putting on a 
big piece of cloth in such a manner that some attractive 
parts of the body may be partly visible . 1 

62. Dyuta-visesa. — The art of gambling. 

63. Aksa-krida. — Playing with dice, mentioned as a 
special game according to Yasodhara. Jivagosvamin refers 
this to an unspecified game in which a distant object is 
drawn in . 2 3 


64. Bala-krldanaka. — The art of making dolls for child- 
ren. According to a modern translator (Mitra) it refers to 
juvenile sports. 

65. Vainayiki-jnana. — The art of etiquette as Yasodhara 
says. 3 

66. Vaijayikl-jnana. — The art of warfare including arch- 
ery etc. According to Yasodhara, it admits of two varieties, 
divine and human. 4 

67. Yyayamikl-jnana. 5 — The art of physical exercises 
including hunting and other sports as stated by Yosodhara. 6 

Prom this list it is clear that under some headings more 
than one subject is discussed, that some subjects should 


2 As a matter of fact this and the former item should come under 
one heading. 

3 ^rfsfsrer 1 s 

4 fqsrsmfsRt Istfirer: 1 1 1 *ttpi! 

^rfarfinr. sR&Prar: 1 

5 Both Srldhara-svamin and Suka-deva read it as Vaimlikl, 

6 asir*afiwt wrarar. 1 
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better be discussed under one heading, and that the order 
is not logical. In fact, the number of arts as sixty-four is 
a ficticious one. Neither Vatsyayana, .nor the commentator 
of the Kamamtra, nor those of the Brlmad-bhagava to, , nor the 
author of the Lalita-vistara has been able to make up the 
number. Some of the commentators admit this . 1 In the V tiara- 
dhyma-sutm the number given, as pointed out above, is 
seventy-two, which are not, however, specified. Yasodhara 
declares that the sixty-four are the basic arts which may be 
subdivided into five hundred and eighteen . 2 These basic 
arts are classified under different groups in an unspecified 
text (of the Kdmamstra). Of these, twenty-four are stated 
to be the useful arts 3 ; twenty refer to gambling of which 
fifteen deal with theoretical things 4 and five with practical 
objects 5 ; and sixteen are concerned with cohabitation 6 and 


x ffirq xfix-rr. 




xr=nf; i (Jlva-gosvamin). 

’gpM' xit wfoprar. i (Vallabhacarya), 

3 xffcPT. fstfxrafisuf, ^ fqqfqfq’., 

xtwfqft:, ^qftvrT, €1^, wqfvmqq. qrqftfv:, 

xnqTfKTOqxiJVqq'mqq, qffqptJHXT. nqTVqrr, 

4 qrjrrsraT fqxjfct; i uq R4f=tr: qv^sr— -qigmifH:, *§qwu> fq www q, 

ftspr^, sTq^wfr, fswrf^, ^rgwrfh- 

5 q^-'S’WHfqfq:, f*, ^ ^ tft i 

6 saHl^iRqrr: g-sqvr ^uqqqrptFr^, qaF^ w^ , qxg^qt- 

w trOTit^sra^ ftkw, mmim acrt^tT, 

, qgft?iwsn^, ^ifitEnrq^, arfrot^, sp^ )t[fts, w;) ^ 
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four with subsidiary matters connected with cohabitation. 1 
The last twenty are entirely private matters and are never 
meant for public discussion : they are too fine to be exhibit- 
ed in a museum for fine arts, although indecent paintings of 
the sort are noticed in temple at puri, Kanarak, Benares and 
elsewhere ; they are stated to be practised in private. 2 

So far as the main list is concerned, it should be noticed, 
only two or three items, namely, cookery and bed-making 
etc, may be considered as exclusively feminine arts, the 
others from vocal music down to physical exercise being 
equally practised both by males and females. Even cookery 
which includes the scientific preparation of all kinds of 
dishes and beverages, is a proper subject for the theoritical 
and practical study for man and woman alike. In fact, dietary 
is a section of the medical science. Another fact to which 
attention should be drawn is that barely one-fourth of the 
whole list can be called fine arts which are meant only 
for amusement, while others are really useful and productive 
arts both materially and culturally. This point is beautifully 
illustrated by Yatsyayana in his Kamasutra. ‘Even, an ordi- 
nary dancing girl possessing beauty and youth when trained 
in these arts rises to the status of a courtesan,, is welcomed 
in respectable society and is respected by kings and learned 
people. She becomes an object of notice and is desired by 
every body. As regards princesses and daughters of high 
officials they can keep captivated their husbands possessing 
a thousand other wives. And when they become widow and 
deprived of their wealth they can honourably earn their 
livelihood even in another country. A man who is a skilful 
artist can command a hearing and proves a pleasant eompan- 


(Vatsyayana, chap. Ill), 
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ion everywhere. Even being stranger he can eaptivate the 
heart of young ladies in no time. Prosperity follows him 
in all places and at all times / 1 

Lastly, none of these arts can be properly cultivated by 
a person, community or nation who is not endowed with 
beauty and youth. In this matter age is no sure test of 
youth. The great Buddha could renounce the world while 
yet a young man and in the midst of worldly prosperity 
because he had grown oldish in heart and had no interest 
for youth and beauty. Almost at the same age Caitanya 
also renounced the world but he was never deprived 
of beauty and youth, and the result has been the 
origin of SmnUrtana, a kind of very exciting music and also 
the establishment of Nava-dvlpa and Vrndavana where 
many of the erotic arts developed under different garbs with 
a tinge of religion. On the other hand, poets like Rabindra- 
nath and others write highly erotic poems and love-stories 
at their sixties and seventies because in spite of their age 
they have kept alive beauty and youth in their heart of 
hearts. In fact, beauty and youth need not always be 
dependent upon a well-proportioned figure or any particular 
complexion and upon a particular age. 

W’T ^ apt##? II 
#rm nr sst wsjr yjrarav i 

^ snjSPjctT ^ 5iT5ft II 
sbrer uwspjft ^ ott i 

nwsr.fwfq nvH vf?ra u 
*rar ^ m\ i 

-si $#^3 il 

wc: isaraf i 

Jtfbr: « 

(Kamasutra, chap. Ill), 


FINE ARTS 


2!i 


“Youth is not a time of life • it is a state of mind. It is 
not a matter of ripe cheeks, red lips and supple knees ; it is 
a temper of the will, a quality of the imagination, a vigour 
of the emotions. It is the freshness of the deep springs of 
life. Youth means a temperamental predominance of courage 
over timidity, of the appetite for adventure over the love of 
ease. This often exists in a man of 50 more than in a boy of 
20. No body grows old by merely living a number of years. 
People grow old only by deserting their ideals. Years 
wrinkle the skin ; but to give up enthusiasm wrinkles the 
soul. Worry, doubt, self-distrust, fear and despair — these 
are the long, long years that bow the heart and turn the 
greening spirit back to doubt. Whether 60 or 16, there is in 
every human being’s heart the lure of wonder, the sweet 
amazement at the stars and at the starlike things and 
thoughts, in undaunted challenge of events, the unfailing, 
child-like appetite for what next, and the joy of the game of 
living. You are as young as your faith ; as old as your doubt ; 
as young as your self-confidence ; as old as your fear ; as 
young as your hope ; as old as your despair. 

“In the central place of your heart there is an evergreen 
tree, its name is Love. So long as it flourishes, you are 
young. When it dies, jgou are old. In the central place of 
your heart there is a wireless station, so long as it receives 
messages of beauty, hope, cheer, grandeur, courage and power 
from the earth, from men and from the infinite, so long are 
you young. When the wires are down, and all the central 
place of your heart is covered with snows of cynicisms and 
the vice of pessimism, then you are grown old, even at 20". 1 

Youth and beauty are identical with what is called the 
sensual love. And love is the real life which is the source 
of all activities and of all arts. Life is, however, impossible 
without a body. Hence beauty and youth can be realised 
only with reference to an ideal, an image or a symbol. 


i Dr. Frank Crane. 
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Buddhism at its origin was a religion of renunciation. 
Buddha himself had no attraction for his young wife, newly 
born baby boy, old parents, extensive kingdom, and other 
properties. Buddhism itself required no idol to worship and 
needed no temple. Hence Buddhism has given rise, in architec- 
ture, for instance, to heaps of stone known as Stupas. Stupas 
both of the Buddhists and the Jainis were no doubt surround- 
ed with stone railings and decorated with gateways, but these 
were obviously incongruous and later additions, and formed no 
essential parts of the main structure just like the other 
accessories such as stone umbrellas, elaborately carved pillars 
and abundant statuary usually in the form of reliefs, represen- 
ting scenes connected with their religions and showing the 
conversion of Buddhism and Jainism to idolatry. 

Muhammadanism grew up in the Arabian desert. 
It is not a religion of renunciation, but it is non-idolatrous ; 
hence there is no need for a temple : prayer could be 
said anywhere. Consequently mosque does not represent 
any symbolic idea. It has been rightly stated that the 
Muhammadans “designed like giants and their Hindu 
workmen finished like jewellers ; but from the giant 
killed by Jack, right through the whole genus, giants 

have hitherto been noted for... ............immense 

strength .” 1 There is no room for any sculpture. Worship 
is congregational, and there is no need for music which 
is considered now*a"days to disturb rather than help 
the worshippers in concentrating the mind upon one object. 
Priests are house-holders, but the God of daily worship is 
impersonal. Thus it is not a religion of love, rather one of 
obedience. The sensual love, however, embodies in itself 
beauty and youth without which no fine art can grow. Hence 
Muhammadanism could not give rise to many fine arts.. It 
is, however, a fact that the Muslims have later on developed 
many arts, but that is due to their war-like spirit, their 
■ ' ' 

■■■ 

l General A, Cunningham, Arch, Surv, Reports, vol.1V, pp. 56-57. 
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militarism and not to their religion. The wonderful Tajmahal 
is a secular monument of love for a beautiful wife. The 
great forts at Agra, Delhi and other places were but 
military settlements. The famous Mughal paintings have 
no religious tinge in them. The Quran is composed in prose 
and is not a book of poetical hymns like the Bible or the 
Vedas. In fact, both Arabic and Persian poetry is pre- 
dominantly secular. 

Christianity, on the other hand, is a religion of love. 
Christ himself was born of extreme love of youth for beauty 
and gave up his life under highly romantic circumstances. 
It is fundamentally a religion which cannot be practised in 
the absence of an idol, an image or a symbol. Christ is 
idolised in every church together with the cross which was 
the deadly weapon upon which he was crucified. Idol-worship 
needs a temple. Hence the Christian form of worship is 
impracticable without the church. Like Muhammadanism 
it is also congregational, but unlike the former it is performed 
with music in an atmosphere of beauty; the church is neatly 
arranged and the worshippers keep a fashionable dress for 
the Sunday or Church day. Its priests are householders; 
they can eat all things, they can amuse themselves in 
all possible ways, even in hunting, gambling, drinking 
and dancing. In other words, it is full of life and vigour • 
beauty and youth reign supreme in it. Thus the Christian 
churches of almost all ages and in all countries were lovingly 
conceived and beautifully executed. The Grecian gods and 
goddesses were vigorously carved and were always given 
a youthful and beautiful appearance. Young boys (and girls) 
are required to sing psalms from the Bible in chorus. In 
paintings the romantic incidents connected with Christ played 
a great part. Greek, Latin, French, English, German, 
Russian, all literature of the followers of Christ is full of 
their mythological allusions. Poetry, lyric, drama, all are 
based mainly on the theme of beauty and youth. Vigorous 
and lively music is . necessary everywhere in the church, for 
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the funeral, in the battle-field, for a dinner-party, for 
the dancing-hall, etc. Cookery or perfumery, jugglery or 
mimicry, weaving or tailoring, bull-fighting or hunting, in 
every art of the Christian world there is evinced a real 
life. The theme in all these arts is that of beauty and 
youth. 

Hinduism combines in itseif, at different stages of its 
development, the renunciation and respect for life of Buddhism, 
the stern discipline and brotherhood of Muhammadanism, 
and the love and life of Christianity. The inactive God 
beyond the conception of mind and word is impersonal, 
but the active God of worship is idolised to an extreme. In 
the early Vedic stage God is personified in natural phenomena; 
then He is given a human body till at last He is conceived as 
having thousand heads, thousand eyes, thousand hands and 
so on. 

Thus we see in the Pauranie age Brahma is furnished 
with four heads, Siva and other deities with three eyes, the 
goddess Durga or Sakti, i.e., the personified energy with ten 
hands holding various attributes, the goddess of learning 
■with a musical instrument. In the dhyanas or descriptions 
of various deities, all their characteristic features and qualifica- 
tions are elaborately referred to. In these descriptions one 
feature which is practically common to all the gods and 
goddesses is that they are conceived at the height of their 
beauty. This is applicable not only to the goddess of love 
or wealth but also to the goddess of fury or terror. 

Temples had already been erected when God was fully 
idolised. But the priest who renounced the world or went 
to the forest in his old age accompanied by his old wife alone, 
needed neither temple nor idol; he went on meditating on 
the unpersonal God. The greater majority of priests, 
however, remain householders, enjoying life in all possible 
ways in an atmosphere of beauty and youth. Even in the 
early Tedic stage a worshipper had to be accompanied by 
his what is called better hcclj in English. No religious obser- 
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vance would be complete unless one is accompanied by his 
wife. R5ma had to be accompanied by a golden image of 
Sita for the performance of his horse-sacrifice in celebration 
of his suzerainty. And all possible phases and aspects of the 
conception of God were idolised. Thus Hinduism has 
given rise to an unparalleled pantheon and mythology. 
There is the god for creation, god for preservation, god for 
destruction. There is the god of death, there is the god 
of love, there is the god of war. There is a god for 
the fisherman, a god for the weaver, a god for the trader, 
a god for the hunter. AH this statuary symbolises the self- 
expression of youth in as beautiful a body as an artist can 
conceive. Sculpture being the hand-maid of architecture 
such a variety of deities necessarily needed equally , 
diversified types of temples of which, though the aucient 
remains are not too numerous, there are convincing 
proofs in all branches of our literature especially in the 
Ymtmastras. 1 Buildings have been distinguished as male, 
female and neuter, as round, oval, rectangular, quadrangular, 
octagonal and of other shapes, as running to seventeen stories, 
as having ninety-eight, forty-five, twenty and ten types, as 
being high like the Himalayas, white like the swan, etc. 2 In 
the words of Pergusson, it will undoubtedly be conceded by 
those who are familiar with the subject that, for certain 
qualities, the Indian buildings are unrivalled ; and that 
they display an exuberance of fancy, a lavishness of labour, 
and an elaboration of detail to be found nowhere else. What 
remains to be added to this general characteristic is that 
Hindu architecture, much like sculpture, good, bad or in- 
different, was always inspired by a sensual love and executed 
in an atmosphere of beauty and youth. 

The Vedas which are the fundamental scriptures of 
Hinduism have been recognised as first-class poetic produe- 

1 Seethe writer’s Indian Architecture, pp. 5-33. 

2 See the writer’s Dictionary of Hindu Architecture , pp. 830, 851/ 
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tions, full of life, vigour and beauty. Thus the Hindu mind 
could not think but in poetry. Excepting the commentaries 
and explanatory notes as represented by the Brahmanas, 
the Sutras and one or two other branches of literature, poetry 
has been the vehicle of expression everywhere else, includ- 
ing lexicons, law-books, political sciences, astronomies, mathe- 
matics) medicines, architecture, sculpture, painting, singing, 
dancing, even histories, not to speak of epic works, lyrics 
and drama. Poetry can be woven only by the hand of youth 
in an atmosphere of beauty, whatever might be its nature, 
whatever might be its subject-matter and whatever might be 
its leading sentiment, either of love or laughter, pathetic or 
furious, heroic or terrible, expressing disgust or wonder, filial 
affection or spiritual resignation. Human love has always 
been a theme of Hindu poetry. 

Poetry and music became almost identical at a very early 
stage ; one of the scriptures is called a book of chants. 
Without music the Hindu life is impossible : it is necessary 
for wedding, for christening a child, for initiation, for amuse- 
ment and for mourning, at birth and at death, for war and 
for peace. All music is but a beautiful expression of a heart 
full of youthful enthusiasm. 

Although the arts like architecture, sculpture, poetry 
and music had their origin in the religion of the Christians 
and the Hindus in connection with the form of worship which 
is based on love, these arts along with the others of the 
above list became later entirely secular and developed, in 
various ways. In the Kamasutra the arts have nothing to 
do with religion. Their object is neither salvation (moksa) 
nor ritualistic observances (dharma) but merely the grati- 
fication of material desires and sensual love. Cookery or 
perfumery, dancing or singing, painting or powdering, 
jugglery or physical exercise, gardening or weaving, is under- 
taken to earn money or to enjoy oneself. This fact, as 
noticed above, has been repeatedly pointed out by the com- 
mentator Yasodhara, In fact, material desires and sensual 
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love can be nourished only by those who consider themselves 
ever young and immortal ; in other words, no artistic matter 
can be cultivated by those who are in the grasp of death 
and decay. 

Countries or nations deprived of beauty and youth for 
some reason or other could not give rise to much fine art. 
While in the full bloom of her youth and beauty Africa, 
for instance, could think of erecting monumental pyramids 
and dream of devising means to preserve the perishable dead 
bodies in the form of mummies ; but since life and love 
have been taken out of her, there has been no artistic effort or 
expression in any way. The Grecian statuary no longer shows 
their life and vigour, beauty and youth. The famous build- 
ings at Burobodor were built but once. The weavers of 
Bengal who once manufactured the finest muslin in the 
world could ao longer be induced even to produce khctdi. 

On the other hand, the genius of the Japanese for imitaton 
in all fine arts, the ever-new fashions of the French, the un- 
rivalled formalities of the Americans, the extraordinary 
industry of the Germans and the unique thoroughness of the 
Britons show as if these nations will never become infirm 
by age, will never lose vitality and vigour and face death 
and decay, but will always retain their life and love, and 
will always worship youth and beauty. 1 

Like the Bengal School of Painting, most of our forgotten 
arts can, however, be revived if we are determined to do 
so. Everything need not wait for the raising up of the 
standard of our living. Unrestrained social conditions and 
plenty of wealth could not always give rise to much 
original art. The Persian carpet and the Dacca muslin 
were not woven under all these favourable circumstances. 

1 To give any comprehensive outline of the various arts cultivated 
by all these nations, and of their complex relations to one another 
would necessitate entering into details and the employment of illus- 
trations that would be incompatible with the extent and aim of 
this article. 
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It is, however, a fact that when so many fine arts grew 
up there was not so much want and privation in the 
country. But on the other hand, most of the famous artists 
of the world were born poor and only a few died rich. 
What is primarily needed is to cultivate the habit of a critical 
study and an intelligent appreciation of our artistic treasures. 
All the five-hundred and eighteen arts of which a mere men- 
tion is made were not equally developed, but many of them, 
in the neighbourhood of a few hundred, did undoubtedly 
reach the status of a fully developed science and can each 
claim a Silpa-sastra. The unearthing of our artistic treasures 
and unfolding of their worth and beauty would bring back life 
and love in us and awaken our youthful artistic instinct which 
is our precious inheritance. Biggest fruits and best flowers 
can grow only in the healthiest young plants on a fertile 
soil. The revival of the Silpa-scistras would revive our art 
consciousness. 

P. K. Acharya 


Some Pandya Kings of the Thirteenth Century 

In spite of ceaseless endeavours on the part of scholars 
to remove the obscurity of the Pandya history of the 
thirteenth century, we are not yet in a position to afford 
satisfaction to the historian of the Pandyas. A study 
of the annual reports which are being published from year 
to year by the Madras Epigraphist on the subject makes 
the issue more complicated, for every report gives us the 
names of some Papdyan kings who flourished in the thir- 
teenth century. The study of the dates of the Pandya 
kings and especially of this century is no new question. Drs. 
Hnltzseh and Kielhorn, Messrs. Robert Sewell and Swami 
Kannu Pillai have examined this vexed problem. Dr, Hul- 
tzsch identifies the Sundara PSiidya of the Rahganatha 
Inscription with Jatavarman alias Sundara Panflyadeva who 
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ascended the throne in a.c. 1250 or 1251. 1 The historical 
importance of this inscription lies in the fact that this king 
took Srlranga from the king of Karnataka whom he killed 
and also plundered the capital of the Kathaka king, probably 
Kataka (Cuttack). From the Jambukesvara and Tirukka- 
lukunram inseripitions we are able to identify the Karnata 
king with the Hoysala king Somes vara, and the Kathaka 
king with one of the Gajapati kings of Orissa. 2 

Robert Sewell and Dr. Kielhorn have studied the dates 
of Pandya kings in some volumes of the j Epigraphia Indica. 
In volume ix of the JEpigraphia Indica s Dr. Kielhorn pub- 
lished a summary of his studies by reducing the various 
names of kings in. the 13th century to a consolidated list of 
eight Pandya kings. The late Mr. Swami Kannu Pillai 
then took up these complicated inscriptions relating to the 
Pandyas of the 13th century and began to scrutinise them 
with the method of verification in which he was a specialist. 
As a result of his patient study he arrived at some definite 
dates for the different kings of the period and these he 
published in the Indian Antiquary . 4 But what is more 
important and valuable is a tentative (genealogical ?) arrange- 
ment of most of these rulers with probable limits of the 
commencement of the reigns as well as the terminal year of 
each reign. In giving this list Mr. Pillai makes it clear that 
there is absolutely no pretence whatever to a genealogical 
arrangement. It would be interesting to reproduce the list 
here : 

(0 (2) (3) 

Mar. Sundara Pandya I Mar. Vlra Pandya Jat. Vlra Panclya II 
(1216-1244) ‘ ' (1252-1267) (1254-1275) 

Jat. Sundara Pandya I Mar. Kulasekhara I Jat. Sundara Pandya III 
(1251-80)” (1268-1310) (1276-1293) 

Jat. Srivallabha Mar. Kulasekhara II Jat. Vlra Pandya III 

(1291-1315) (1314-1344) (1296-1342) 

x Ep. Ind„ vol. III, p. 7ff, See also Ind. Ant, , vol, xxi, p. 122 
and 343. "2 Ep. Ind., vol. Ill, p. 8, 

3 See vols, VI to X. 4 Vol. 42 (1613), pp. 165-6, 
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(4) 

Mar. Sundara Pandya II 
(1238-55) 

Mar. Srivallabha 
(1257-1292) 

Mar. Sundara Pandya III 
(1294-1307) 


(S) 

Jat, KulaSekhara II 
(1237-1259) 

Jat. Vikrama Pandya 
Circa 1280 

Jat. Sundara Pandya II 
(1270-1302) 

Jat. Sundara Pandya IV 
(1302-1318) 


From the above tabular arrangement it can be easily 
seen that at any period from A.c. 1250 to A.c. 1315 as maoy 
as five kings ruled at the same time in the Papdya country. 
Mr. Swami Kannu Pillai seems to explain this as follows ; 
“two Maravarmans and two Jatavarraans were co-regents 
with a fifth Pandya who might be either a Maravarman or a 
Jatavarman.” 1 Mr. K. V. Subramania Iyer has rearranged 
the list of monarchs with a few variations in the years of 
both accession and termination. 2 3 

From Koyilolugu s and other records the exploits and 
conquests of Jatavarman Sundara Pandya I seem to have been 
far-reachieg . 4 Among the remarkable achievements of the 
king are the conquests of the Cera, Cola, Pallava, Ceylon, 
Karnafaka-, Kathaka and Kakathlya kings. Thus he was 
left in possession of the Kohgu, Cola, Cera, Pallava and 
the Telugu countries. His seige of Sendamangalam must 
have been a war with the Pallavas whom he must have de- 
feated and then reinstated. That the battle was against 
the Hoysalas, as Mr. Subramania Iyer suggests , 5 does not 

1 Ind. Ant, 1913, p. 166. 

2 See Historical Sketches of Ancient Dekhan, p. 175. 

3 See Ind. Ant,, vol. XL. 

4 See Historical Sketches of Dekhan, pp, 164-175, Sen Tamil, vol. 
IV, Ancient Jaffna, pp. 337-41. 

5 His, Sketches of Dekhan, p, 168. 
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seem to be probable. The coins bearing the legend Kodan- 
damma are attributed to this monarch. For does he not call 
himself a second Rama on account of his invasion of the island 
of Lanka, ? At this time the king of Ceylon must have been 
Parakrama Bahu II as evidenced by the Mahavamm, the 
famous Ceylon chronicle. 1 Celebrated soldier as he was, 
Sundara Pandya was able to extend his dominions over the 
whole of South India, including a large portion of the Telugu 
country. He seems to have ruled at least until a.c. 1270. 
Jatavarman Vlra Pandya, who seems to have ascended 
the throne about A.c. 1254, was his contemporary. Equally 
remarkable are the exploits of this king who extended his 
victorious arms over the Cola, Kongu, and Ceylon chieftains, 
and performed the anointment of victors at Perumbarra- 
Puliyur (Chidambaram). 

It is suggested that Jatavarman Vlra Paiidya was the 
co-regent of Jatavarman Sundara Paiidya, 2 and that he dis- 
tinguished himself in the wars undertaken by the latter. 8 
In the absence of a definite gene ological tree, marking the 
relationship among the various kings mentioned, it is diffi- 
cult to believe with the late Mr. Swami Kannu Pillai that 
the two Jatavarmans and the two Maravarmans were co- 
regents with a fifth, either a Jatavarman or a Miravarman. 
In this case the whole Papdya Kingdom must have been split 
up into two administrative divisions, the one under the Jata- 
varmans and the other under Maravarmans, with a place for 
the fifth under either of the two divisions. This may be 
possible bub nob probable. At least there is no warrant for 
this division. ; j. b. /lb 

On the testimony of a foreign traveller like Marco Polo 
it is reasonable to believe that the expanded Pai}4yan kingdom 
became so unwieldy that it was necessary to divide the 

* i Mudaliar Rasanayagam {Ancient Jaffna, p. 339). 

2 Historical Sketches of Ancient Dekhan, p. 168, 

3 Ibid , p, 169, 

I.H.O.. TUNE, 1929 7 
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whole kingdom into five convenient territories over each of 
which a member of the reigning family was established, so 
that the subdued neighbours might feel the weight of their 
arms and not dare to disturb the peace of the land. 

It would not be out of place to quote from Marco Polo. 
“Marco Polo represents Kayal as being governed by a King 
whom he calls Asciar ... and says that this king of Kayal 
was the elder brother of Sonderbandi the king of that part 

of the District of Malabar where he landed This king 

(of Kayal) is sometimes spoken of as one of “the Five Kings” 
who reigned in various parts of Tinnevelly but whether he 
was independent of the king of Madura or only a viceroy, 

the people cannot now say There is a view that 

the “Five kings’’ of Marco Polo refer only to the Tamil 
terms, Panchavar and Panchavan occurring in the Bangam 
Classics like the Puram and the Silappadikaram. 3 It may 
be noted in passing that the Pandyas came to be known as 
the Panchavar ever since their matrimonial connection with 
the illustrious Pandya- Arjuna. The traditional story of the 
Mahabhdrata- Arjuna’s tour in South India, his marriage 
with the Papdya princess Chitrangada, the birth of a son 
Babhruvahana who became the Pandya king in turn, may be 
recalled here. 8 Tradition asserts that the Pandyas became 
well known as the Panchavar from the time of Babhruvahana, 
The term then is significant as indicating the relationship 
of the Pandyas with the Pandavas and has nothing to do with 
“the Five Kings” of Marco Polo, 

By the time of the visit of Marco Polo and even before, 
the Pandya kings who ruled in different parts of the Pandyan 
Kingdom were five in number. Each of these five chieftains 
held direct rule over his dominion. In the peiord covering 
roughly twenty years from a.d. 1250 to 1270 the five kings 
seem to be : 

1 Travels of Marco Polo , vol. II, pp, 373-4. 

2 Puram, 58 ; Map, 20, l. 33 ; 29, VallaipUiu l, 8. 

3 Sen Tamil, vol. VIII, 10. 
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2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 


1. Jatuvarman Sundara Papdya I, 1251-80. 

Jutavarman Vlra Pandya II, 1254-75. 

Maravarman Vlra Pandya II, 1252-67. 

Maravarman Sri-Vallabha, 1257-92. 

Jatavarman Kulasekhara, 1237-59. 

It is, therefore, very likely that changes in the royal family 
or change of dynasty must have in course of time taken 
place, as a result of which two distinct branches, the Mara- 
varmans and the Jatavarmans, came into being. This is also 
warranted by what had happened during the twelfth century. 
From an inscription at Tirukkalambudur of the fourth year 
of Kulofctuhga III (1182 A.c.) and another inscription at 
Chidambaram of the same king, we are informed that Pandya 
Kulasekhara’s son Vikrama Pandya fought a battle with 
the son of Vlra Papdya who was assisted by the Sinhalese. 
Kulottuhga helped Vikrama Pandya and got him crowned 
at Madura. 1 

Thus towards the latter half of the 12th century the 
Papdyas were fighting among themselves and it is plausible 
that this led to the establishment of two different capitals 
of the PEndyan kingdom. These branches became unwieldy 
in their turn and sub-branches came into being. The rulers 
of these sub -sections were either subordinate or independent. 
If subordinate one of them must have been the paramount 
sovereign and the others— perhaps one of them a Yuvaraja — 
were subordinate to him. There is. no evidence to support 
this theory. Hence the other possible theory is that those 

chiefs ruled independently of one another. Among these 

five chieftains of the Papdya nadu, inscriptions so far 
available show that two of them were really powerful and 
were celebrated for their valour. Others might have led 
quieter lives with no exploits to their credit. That this 
was so is obvious from the anointment of victors at Nellore 


1 Ep. Rep., Ins., No. I of 1899; Ep. Ind., YIII, p. 1691 Ancient 
Jaffna , p, 270, 

r-f * ( ‘ *T •* '<‘4; J, ‘ 
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and Chidambaram respectively. If Ylra Pandya was only 
a co-ruler with Sundara Pandya it is not in the fitness of 
things that he performed the anointment of victors himself 
and not even in the name of Sundara Pandya. It is there- 
fore clear that he was an independent ruler and took credit 
for his own victories. This seems to be more probable in 
explaining the synchronism of a number of kings over the 
kingdom. 

V. R. Ramaohandra Dikshitar 


The Origin of the Varrnan Dynasty of East Bengal 

The Sena rulers of Bengal originally belonged to the 
Deccan as is proved by so many evidences, particularly by 
the Deopara Inscription, 1 in which Samantasena is describ- 
ed as the “Head-garland of the clans of B rah m anas and 
Ksatriyas ’ and is said to have “singly slaughtered the wick- 
ed robbers of the wealth of Karnata, overrun by hostile tribes.” 
Dr. R. C. Majumdar, in his article “On the Origin of the 
Sena Kings of Bengal/* has ably shown that the ancestors 
of this family of rulers w r ere religious teachers in the Karnata 
country and Samantasena probably followed the armies of 
Calukya Vikramaditya Yl up to Bengal and settled there 
with his family. 

In respect of social status and military achievements the 
Yarman Kings of East Bengal were no less inferior to the 
Senas. The King Jatavarman married Ylrasrl, the daughter 
of Kalacuri Kar^adeva 2 (1042-1071 A.o.) and thereby be- 
came a brother-in-law of the Pala emperor Vigrahapala III, 
who also married another daughter of the same Kalacuri 
monarch. 8 Jatavarman’s son Samalavarman established 

i El, vol. I, p. 312, vs. s, 8. 2 Ibid., vol, XII, p. 40, v. 8. 

3 Mem. ASB, vol, III, p, 22. 
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social relations with the imperial Paramaras of Malava, by 
accepting the hand of the daughter of Jagadvijayamalla or 
Jagcleo, the son of Udayaditya (1159, 1186 A.0.). 1 

Jatavarman was the most powerful King of the dynasty. 
He extended his authority over the Anga country, conquer- 
ed Kamarupa, vanquished the rebel Kaivarta general Divya 
and curbed the pride of Gfovardhana, 2 

While we know so much about this Yarman family, our 
knowledge regarding its origin is very meagre. The Belava 
Copper-plate of Bhojavarmadeva records that 3 ‘‘(The know- 
ledge of) the three Yedas is a covering for men, and those 
who are devoid of it are certainly naked, (thinking) so the 
kinsmen of Hari, the Varmans, mailing themselves with 
their hairs standing on end in their enthusiasm for the three 
Vedas and for marvellous fights, and wearing the very solemn 
name and possessing noble arms, occupied Simhapura, which 
may be likened to the cave of lions”. 4 

This makes it sure that Simhapura was the ancestral 
home of this Varman family of the Yadava race, Mr. R. G. 
Basalt suggests that this is the same as mentioned in the 
Mahavamsa, VI, 35 ff. situated in Lalavattha, i.e., Radha. 5 
Mr. R. D. Banerji gives two suggestions for the identifica- 
tion of this place. In his opinion, it was either Sang-ho-pu-]o 
as described by Hiuen Tsang in the Punjab or Singhpoor 
or Seehore in Malwa. 6 

There was a place called Simhapura in Kalihga. The great 
Ceylon King Sahasamalla (1200-1202 a.c.) was born in Simha- 

1 JASB, vol. X (New Series), p. 125. ' WiM 

2 E I, vol. XII, p. 40. 3 E I, vol. XII, p, 41. 

4 Pumsam = avaranam trayi na ca taya hlna na nagna iti 
trayya(ip) c = adbhuta-saiigaresu ca va(ra)sad = rom-odgamair = 
varmminah j 

Varmmano — tigabhlranama dadhatah siaghyam bhujam vi(bi)bhrato 

bhejuh Simhapuram guham-iva mrgendranam Harer = va(bii)ndhavah [| 

— v. s. 
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pura in Kalihga. 1 2 3 Prof. Hultzsch identifies this place with 
the modem Siflgupuram between Chieaeole and Navasanna- 
ptea. 9 This formed the capital of a line of Kaliiiga Kings 
whose names, just like the Yadavas of East Bengal, end with 
Varman. They were® : 

(1) Caiidavarinan 

(2) Vijayanandivarman 

(3) N andaprabhanjanavarman 

(4) Umavarman 

Candavarman and Umavarman are known to have issued 
inscriptions from Simhapura. 4 * * They, in their records, 
do not pretend to have their descent from any of the 
races of yore as mentioned in the early Sanskrit literature. No 
date is mentioned in their inscription, but from pal geographical 
considerations they should be placed between e. 11th century 
A. c. to e. 13th century A. c. 

All these evidences, just referred to, go to prove 
that during 11th, 12th and 13th centuries a. e. Sirphapura in 
Kalihga, occupied an eminent position. But, so far as our 
knowledge goes, neither the place Simhapura in the Punjab, 
nor that in Malawa, is known to have attained any pre-emi- 
nence during this period. 

It seems from the names Vijayanandivarman and Nanda- 
ptabhanjanavarman that “Varman” was something like a 
surname of Candavarm an’s family. It is expressly mention- 
ed in a verse of the Belava inscriptions that there was a 
glorious royal family in Simhapura whose members were 
known as the “Varmans” and from whom Vajravarman took 
his descent. The fact that Maharaja Candavarman and 
his successors persistently assumed the 'appellation Varman 

1 EP. Zeylauika, vol. II, part v, p. 227. 

2 E I, vol. XII, p. 4. 

3 Cf. E I, vol. XII, p. 5 ; ibid., vol. IV, p. 143. 

4 Om Svasti vijayaslhapuradvappapadabhaktakalmgad-hipatisa 

Sri mahar a 3 oma varm m a (El, vol. xii, p. 5 (1. 1-2). Slhapura is the 

prakrt form of Simhapura. 
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at the end of their names and that they ruled in Simhapura, 
strongly suggests that they belonged to the same Yarman 
family as mentioned in the Belava inscriptions. This estab- 
lishes close relationship between Candavarman’s family 
with that of Vajravarman. Consideration of all these things 
hardly leaves any doubt that Simhapura in Kalinga was 
the original home of the Yarman dynasty of East Bengal. 
Now, it is to be decided what were the courses of events that 
brought Vajravarman to East Bengal and made him the 
supreme ruler of the province. The Belava Inscription tells 
us : 2 3 “In the course of time, there was (one) Vajravarman, 
the auspicious ornament of the Yadava-soldiers, in their vic- 
torious march of battle, who was like death to his enemies.” 
This coupled with the preceding verse of the same inscrip- 
tion gives us a hint that Vajravarman made his fortune out 
of this military campaigns which consequently established 
him on the throne of Vangadesa or East Bengal. 

As Vajravarman’s son Jatavarrnan married the daughter 
of Kalacuri Karnadeva, he was apparently a contemporary of 
the latter. We may draw the comparative genealogical 
tables of the Varmans of East Bengal, Palas of Gauda and 
Kalacuris of Tripuri in the following lines. 

Vajravarman Gangeyadeva Mahlpala I 1 

j (978-IO26 A.C.) 

| Nayapala 

Jatavarrnan Karnadeva (1026-1042 A.C.) 

(1042-1072 A.C.) | 

j Vigrahapala III 

f "j j "" ( 1042-1070 A.C.) 

VirasrI Yasaskarna Y auvanasrl 

Samalavarman " ■ . ' ; ' ■ . . , , 

This tentatively makes Vajravarman a contemporary of 
Kalacuri Gangeyadeva, Pala Mahlpala and Nayapala, 
Hence, as a matter of fact, he was also a contemporary of 

Rajendra Cola I who ruled from 1012 A.c. to 1042 A.c. 

2. El, Vol, XII p. 42. 

1 J ASB, 1921, p. 6. 2 E I, vol. VIII, APP, II, p. 22. 


228 THE ORIGIN OF THE VARMAN DYNASTY OF EAST BENGAL 

Kalinga formed a part of the latter’s dominion and the 
Varman family of rulers was apparently his subordinates. 
As this was the case, the military resources of Vajra varman, 
who was only a member of a feudatory royal family, seem 
to have hardly allowed him to march independently against 
such a distant country as East Bengal. He must have gained 
the rulership of that province with the help of some extra- 
neous superior power. We have just noticed above that 
Vajravarman’s family in Simhapura was feudatory to the 
great conqueror Rajendra Cola. 1 As for the latter’s military 
achievements, we learn from the Tirumalai Rock Inscription 
dated 1025-26 a.c. that 2 he conquered Ilamandala, Kerala, 
Sandimattiva, Irattavadi, Sakkaragottam, Mad u r a-rn and a 1 a, 
Namapaikkopam, Pancapalli, Masumdesa, Indraratha, Odda- 
visaya, Kosalainadu, Dapdabhutti and Takkanaladam. It is 
further described that “he conquered Vahgaladesa where the 
rain-wind never stopped and from which Govindacandra fled, 
having descended (from his) male elephant and put to flight 
on a hot battle-field Mahlpala, decked (as he was) with 
ear-rings, slippers and bracelets.” I agree with Mr. R. D. 
Banerji in identifying Takkanaladam with South Radha 
(South West Bengal) and Vahgaladesa with East Bengal. 
It is quite likely that Vajravarman followed this valiant Cola 
monarch, with his Yadava armies, shared with him his 
victories over so many countries in the North and ultimately 
established himself on the throne of East Bengal when 
its ruler Govindacandra took flight. This must have happened 
between 1012 a.c, and 1025 a.c., the dates of Rajendra- 
eolas accession to the throne and the Tirumalai Rock 
Inscription. 

D. C, Ganguly 


1 E I, vol. IX, p. 233. 

2 Memoirs of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, vol. V, no. 3 , p. 71. 


The Extent of Harsavardhana’s Empire 



In 1923 I wrote a paper on Harsavardhana in which I tried to 
demonstrate the falsity of two accepted historical assumptions: viz. 
(1) that Harsavardhana’s empire embraced the whole or nearly the 
whole of Northern India and (2) that he was the last great emperor 



of Hindusthan. 1 The views I stated therein have been recently 
challenged by Mr. Nihar Ranjan Roy, M.A,*, and I propose to examine 
the arguments advanced by him. 

After citing the well ‘known evidences to which I referred in my 
paper, Mr. Roy remarks : ‘‘We can, therefore, safely conclude that 
the whole Gangetic Valley from Thanesvara to Magadha was under 
the direct control of Harsa. What relation the adjacent countries 
surrounding this direct dominion had with Harsa we cannot exactly 
ascertain” (p.778). It will be seen at once that this is nearly tantamount 
to acceptance of the position I wanted to maintain in my paper. 
Unfortunately Mr. Roy has not always kept in view this funda- 
mental proposition and his remarks about individual states, when 
he considers them in detail, are not always consistent with it 

As regards the evidence of Harsa’s relation with other states out- 
side the area mentioned above, Mr. Roy remarks : ‘The only evidence 
on the point is Yuan Chwang, supplemented here and there by 
Sana. And Yuan Chwang, to our utter regret, is almost everywhere 
silent on the point. His silence has often been construed as signi- 
ficant, and there are scholars who think that the country or kingdom 
about whose political relation with Harsa f§iladitya the Chinese 
pilgrim is silent must have been independent of the royal patron. 51 
(p- 773 ). 

This statement requires careful scrutiny. It is not quite correct to 
say that Hiuen Tsang is silent about the states just outside the area. 
For while he does not specifically say anything regarding their relations 
with Harsa he refers to their political status in a way which leads to the, 
presumption that they were outside the empire of Harsa. The states 


JBGRS, September and December, 1923, pp, 
IHQ, 1927, pp. ; 6 gff. 
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about whose political status he Is really silent are almost all comprised 
within the area Indicated above as forming Harsa's dominions. In 
my last article I have assumed those states to be within H area's 
empire. Thus after describing the limits of Harsa’s empire as Indi- 
cated above 1 remarked : “This conclusion seems also to follow 
from Hiuen Tsang's accounts. The pilgrim first of all describes the 
three kingdoms of Kapisa, Kasmira and Cheh-ka (Punjab), each of 
which extended its sway over minor countries in the neighbourhood. 
But he states nothing about the status, or even refers to the sovereigns, 
of any state from Chi-na-p’uhti to Magadha with the exception of 

If we construe the silence of Hiuen Tsang 

regarding the rest as an indication that these states were under the 
kingdom of Kanauj, the area indicated would closely correspond 
with the deductions made above regarding the extent of Harsa’s 
Kingdom” (p. 321). 

Thus I was prepared to include within the empire of Harsa a 
large number of states about whose political status Hiuen Tsang is 
really silent. The case is, however, altogether different with the 
neighbouring states about whose political status the pilgrim is not 
really silent As I remarked, in continuation of the above passage: 
“This view is strengthened by the fact that while Hiuen Tsang is 
thus silent regarding the status of states within the area indicated, 
he refers to the sovereigns of all the countries that surrounded it viz. 

.. Besides, It must be noted, that whereas Hiuen Tsang 

states in connection with many other states that they were dependencies 
of KasmXra, Kapisa, Cheh-ka, Sindhu, etc. he does not say any such 
thing with regard to these states in respect of Har sa. There is thus 
a very strong presumption in favour of excludi ng these states from 
Harsa’s empire which can only be disproved by positive and satis- 
factory evidence, Let us now examine how far Mr. Roy has succeeded 
in rebutting this presumption in respect of Individual states by 
means of positive evidence of a reliable character. 

x Valabhl.— Mr. Roy's arguments do not affect my old conclu- 
sion : viz. “There does not seem to be adequate reason for the 
assumption that Valabhl was a feudatory state under Harsa” (p. 315)* 
Mr, Roy admits that “there is no evidence of the Valabhl kingdom 
being a direct dependency of Harsa or of the la tteps having any direct 
control ovei the former” (p. 776 ), but he infers from the expression 
% h armdevitbh t bhvJd that Harsa “overpowered and subdued the lord of 
Valabhl^ Referring to the rescue of the king of Valabhl by 
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Dadda II, he remarks “he might have continued to rule as an 
independent king but Harsa’s suzerainty must have been recognised .. 
(P-777). 

Apart from the contradictions involved herein, and leaving aside 
the question of 'rescue’, does the expression ' abhibhuta ’ lead necessarily 
to the inference that Valabhl acknowledged the suzerainty of Harsa ? 
Harsa himself was defeated by PulakeSln and is referred to In 
Caiukya Inscriptions as vijita or conquered by Pulakesin, but that 
does not indicate the acknowledgment of Pulakesiti’s suzerainty on 
the part of Harsa. It should be remembered that Hiuen Tsang not 
only refers to the king of Valabhl, but also refers to another kingdom, 
Surastra, as dependent on Valabhl. This is hardly compatible with 
the view that Valabhl itself was dependent on Harsa, 

2 Jalandhar a. — The arguments by which Mr, Roy seeks to prove 
Harsa’s control over this kingdom would not stand any critical 
test. Hiuen Tsang says that a former king of this country was con- 
verted to Buddhism by an arhat. Thereupon the king of Mid-India 
gave this king sole control of matters relating to Buddhism in 
all India. In Mr. Roy’s opinion the king of Mid-India could not be 
any other person than Harsa and the above passage therefore 
proves his control over the kingdom of Jalandhara. Apart from the 
fact that Harsa is hardly likely to be referred to simply as king of 
Mid-India by Hiuen Tsang, the passage hardly proves anything about 
the political relation of the two kings. The king of Jalandhara, 
in his new role of Protector of faith, is said to have travelled all over 
India, building new stupas and Sahgharamas and visiting and 
inspecting old ones. It is difficult to place much historical value 
upon this story, except on the assumption that the king took to 
the life of a Bhiksu and was patronised by kings of Mid-India and 
other kingdoms which he visited. But leaving aside these doubt- 
ful inferences we have more categorical references to the status of 
Jalandhara. In the Life of Hiuen Tsang (p. 190) it is said to be the 
'royal city of North, India’. Mr. Roy has quoted from Watters but has 
omitted to take note of the following remarks of that author on 
the opposite page : “According to the Life our pilgrim revisited Jalan- 
dhara and on that ' occasion was well treated by the king of ‘North 
India’ who had his seat of government in the city with this name” (vol. 

Is p. 297). 

3 Kapilavastu.— About this kingdom Mr. Roy simply remarks 
“very close to . Sr a vast I and presumably within the dominions of 
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Harsa” (p. 782). He apparently ignores Hiuen Tsang’s statement 
quoted in my article : viz. “There is no supreme ruler ; each of the 
towns appoints its own ruler” (Beal, vol. II, p. 14). 

4, Nepal. — Mr. Roy does me injustice when he attributes to me the 
opinion “that the king of Mid-India could not have extended his 
power as far as Nepal, nor had he any direct or indirect control over 
that kingdom” ( pp. 782-83). I said that among the territories 
usually included in Harsa’s dominions, “there is certainly an element 
of doubt about Nepal.” Then criticising Mr. Panikkar’s arguments 
I concluded : “Thus the “mass of evidence” in favour of the hypo- 
thesis that ITarsavardhana conquered Nepal is by no means “almost 
conclusive” as Mr. Panikkar thinks and it is hardly fair at the 
present state of our knowledge to include Nepal within the empire 
of Harsa” (p. 313). 

Mr. Roy has not been able to bring any new argument which 
would induce me to change my views. The two stock-arguments — viz. 
(1) the probable use of the Harsa era in Nepal and (2) the reference to 
the conquest of the Himalayan territory by Bana — have been sufficiently 
disposed of in my previous paper. The first is at best doubtful, and 
as regards the second, as the Himalayan ranges stretch across the 
entire northern boundary of India, we need not look for Nepal unless 
there is any positive ground for the same. 

5-7. Kamarupa, Kasmlra and Sindhu, — I believe Mr. Roy is 
the first to include these three kingdoms definitely within the empire 
of Harsa. The arguments by which Mr. Roy seeks to prove his 
contention are weak in the extreme. Thus as regards Kamarupa he 
quotes the statement of Hiuen Tsang ; “The reigning king who was 
a Brahmin by caste and a descendant of Narayanadeva was named 
Bhaskaravarman, his other name being Kumara." Mr. Roy con- 
cludes from the above that “from this it may follow that Bhaskara- 
varman, though a king in his own realm, did not enjoy sovereign 
and independent authority” (p. 785). It is difficult to understand 
how the name Kumara implies a position of dependency. To follow 
this line of argument the great king Kumaragupta of the Gupta 
Dynasty has also to be regarded as a dependent king. The testimony 
of Banabhatfea (Harsacarita, Nirnayasagara Edition, pp. 2 14ff.) and 
- Hiuen Tsang does not leave any doubt as to the independent position 
of Kamarupa. For the present it is unnecessary to go into details. 

There is haidly any argument in favour of the inclusion of Kasmlra 
within Harsa s dominions. Mr, Roy quotes or rather misquotes 
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a statement of Watters which, when traced to its sources, is decidedly 
against his contention. 1 The presumed reference to Harsa’s rule 
over Kasmira in Rajatarangim has no basis to stand upon. As Stein 
has already pointed out in a footnote to the English translation of the 
passage quoted by Air. Roy, the 'Harsa’ of the passage lived, accord- 
ing to Kalhana's own reckoning, about 1200 years before the correct 
time of Harsavardhana. 

As regards Sindhu, Hiuen Tsang describes it as a powerful king- 
dom with a number of states dependent upon it, and a mere ‘sabda-: 
slesa’ in Harsacarita, quoted by Mr. Roy, can hardly be taken as a 
serious argument in favour of including it within the empire of 
Harsa. 

8. Regarding the countries to the east of Magadha Mr. Roy’s 
treatment is somewhat unintelligible. He does not refer to I-lan-na- 
po-fa-to, the first kingdom to the east of what I have regarded as 
Harsa’s empire. As I remarked in my last paper, Hiuen Tsang ’s 
statement clearly excludes it from Harsa’s empire. The same remark 
applies to Kajangala, but here Mr. Roy takes his stand on the state- 
ment of Hiuen Tsang that Siladitya in his progress to ‘East India’ 
held his court here. Mr. Roy argues from this that the country was 
within his dominions, but a careful perusal of the pilgrim’s account 
leaves no doubt that he himself regarded the subjugation by Harsa 
only as a temporary one. He express! y states that the country was 
being ruled by a neighbouring state. It is impossible to construe 
this ‘'state’ as the dominion of Harsa, as almost immediately after, 


. 1 Watters says that the tooth relic referred to by Hiuen Tsang 
“was not allowed to remain in Kasmlr and was carried away a few 
years after Yuan-Chuang's visit by the great king Siladitya* (vol I, 
p. 269). This statement, however, proves nothing about the 'invasion 
of Kasmlr’ as assumed by Mr. Roy (p. 780). The removal of a 
Buddhist relic from a non-Buddhist country might have been easily 
effected by pacific methods. That it was so in this particular instance 
is proved by the detailed account in the Life of Hiuen Tsang (p. 183). 
We are told that Siladifcya-raja, "coming in person to the chief 
frontier [of Kasmlr a] asked permission to see and worship it” and 
the king of Kasmira presented it to him, If we put any faith In 
this story Kasmira must be regarded as outside the empire of 
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he refers to the temporary occupation of ^iladitya. Could anybody 
believe that the pilgrim who took care to record a temporary residence 
of king Siladitya would have used almost in the same breath the 
expression ‘neighbouring state’ to denote the ‘dominion of Harsa’ ? 

As regards the kingdoms of Pun-na-fa-tan-na Samatata, Tamralipti 
and Karnasuvarna, Mr. Roy remarks : “No mention is made of any 
king or kings ruling in these countries and we can in no way definitely 
assert what relation these countries had with the "king of Mid-India’ 
but as we have already seen and will see later on that the neighbouring 
kingdom had all been used to some sort of direct or indirect depen- 
dency of the monarch of the Mid-land, it will not be too much to 
infer that they must have recognised the suzerainty of Harsa Siladitya 
and there is no evidence to prove anything to the contrary 
(p. 735 )/’ 

This view might have been worth consideration if all the countries 
surrounding those states were definitely known to have been domina- 
ted by Harsa. But as Kamarupa and two other states noted above 
were independent and the case of Nepal at least a doubtful one, 
this argument cannot be regarded as a valid one. ‘That there is no 
evidence to prove anything to the contrary’ does not mean much, for 
surely the burden of proof lies on him who proposes to include these 
states within the dominions of Harsa. These and other passages in 
Mr. Roy’s article tend to create an impression that being once 
possessed of the general idea about the greatness of Harsa’s empire 
Mr. Roy is eager and willing to accept any scrap of evidence which 
may substantiate this view without caring to subject it to the same 
critical test which would normally be applied to historical evidences 
of this class. My former paper was written precisely to combat this 
kind of mentality, and while I am prepared to keep an open mind 
regarding the extent of Harsa’s empire in view of possible discoveries 
of fresh materials in future, I must strongly insist that, for the present 
at any rate, we have no right to assume more than can be deduced 
from available data after they have been put to such critical test 
as we apply in other cases of similar nature. 

I may conclude this portion of the criticism by an examination of 
one important fresh discovery of materials to which Mr. Roy has 
diawn our attention. The reference is to the t^addemane Inscription 
published in the Annual Report of the Mysore Archaeological Depart- 
ment for the year 1923 (p. 83). “It is on a viragal or Memorial 
stone set up to commemorate the death of one Pettani Satyanka, a 
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commander of the army of Siladitya, In his fight with a tribe of 
hunters forming the army of Mahendra/ 5 The editor himself notes : 
“The inscription supplies no clue to ascertain who the Siladitya and 
Mahendra mentioned in it were. On paleographic grounds I am 
Inclined to Identify the Siladitya of the inscription with Harsavar- 
dhana Siladitya and the Mahendra with Mahendra varman I of the 
Pa!lavas*\.....,,.Mr. Roy remarks: “This Siladitya could only 
possibly be Harsa Siladitya” I am unable to agree with him. We 
know of one Yuvaraja Sryasraya Siladitya, a grandson of the famous 
Pulakesin IL The dates of his Nausari and Surat plates show that 
he was a contemporary of Vikramaditya and Vinayaditya. When 
we remember the constant hostility between the Calukyas and the 
Pallavas about this time, we may easily identify the Siladitya of the 
inscription with this Calukya prince who lived in the second half 
of the seventh century A. C. Mahendra would then be identified with 
the Pallava king Mahendravarman II. In any case this supposition 
is as much valid as that of Mr. Roy and there is therefore no definite 
evidence to credit Harsa with the conquest of the south. 

I now come to the second part of the proposition viz., whether 
Harsa was the last great emperor of Northern India. Mr, Roy remarks 
that 'none of the Pala or Pratlhara kings exercised the same amount 
of political power and prestige as Harsa/ The ground for this 
opinion seems to be that “none of these Pala and Pratlhara sovereigns 
had ever enjoyed an unquestioned and undisturbed supremacy over 
their empires* (p. 791). It is as difficult to accept this argument as a 
general principle as to agree to the view that Harsa 'enjoyed an 
undisturbed and unquestioned supremacy 5 (p. 791). Harsa, as a matter 
of fact, had to wage wars till almost the very end of his reign, 
his expedition against Kongoda having taken place less than five years 
before his death. The boundaries of the empire of Mahendrapala, 
according to most reliable evidences of inscriptions, were formed by 
Kathiawar, Karnal and Northern Bengal, whereas Harsa’s suzerainty 
over any territory outside Mid-India Is at best doubtful. There 
is. absolutely no evidence to show that Mahendra pala’s reign was 
more disturbed and his supremacy less unquestioned than that of 
Harsa. Besides, whereas Harsa's empire rose and fell with him, the 
Pratlhara empire continued for nearly 3 generations. Even apart, 
from Bhoja I and Mahendrapala whose supremacy rests upon unim- 
peachable evidence, the same kind of evidence on which Mr. Roy , 
relies in regard to Harsa would : also indicate Mahlpala 
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hardly a less Important king than Harsa, For the court-poet 
Rajasekhara not only styles MahTpala as ‘‘Maharajadhiraja of 
Ary avarta” — a title which cannot be regarded as an empty boast 
in view of the conquests of Bhoja 1 and Mahendrapala — but also 
credits him with victories against the Muralas, Mekalas, Kalingas, 
Keralas, Kulutas, Kun talas and Ram a th as. 

Then, since Mr. Roy attaches so much importance to stray notices 
or even indirect statement of Hiuen Tsang and Bana he cannot al- 
together ignore the evidence of RajatarahginI about the conquests 
of Lalitaditya. Did not Lalitaditya, according to Kalhana, conquer 
more territories and rule over a far greater empire than Harsa? Has Mr, 
Roy any right to discredit the categorical statements of Kalhana 
when he is ready to accept as positive evidence every statement, 
allusions or innuendos of Bana and Hiuen Tsang ? To my mind 
nothing but a blind prejudice in favour of Harsa can ignore the fact 
that, so far as the extant reliable historical evidence goes, we have 
no right to regard the empire of Lalitaditya, of the Palas or of the 
Fratiharas as less in extent and importance than that of Harsa, On 
the other hand, the Pratihara empire, in any case, must be regarded 
as far more extensive, far more solidly built, far more durable, in 
short, far more important in every respect than that of Harsavardhana. 


R. C. Matumdar 



This is a rare word that occurs in the following psssage on p. 25 , 


1. I iff, of HertePs edition of Purnabhadra’s Pahcatantra : 

Devasarma ’sadhabhutina saha prasthitah/ athaivam tasya ga- 
ccbato *gre kacin had! samayata / tam drsfcva matram kak- 
santarad avatarya kantha-madhye guptam vidhaya devatar- 
cananantaram Asadhabhutim idam aha/ Asadhabhute yavad 
aham purisotsargam Tcrtva samagacchami tavad esa kantha 
yage§vara$ ca savadhanena raksanlyah/ ity uktva gatah / 
Asadhabhutir api tasminn adarsanl-bhute matram ad ay a 
satvaram prasthitah/. . . . . . [Devasarma] yavad agacchati tavad 

Asadhabhutim na pasyati/ tatas cautsukyac chaucam vidhaya 
yavat kantham alokayati tavan matram na pasyati II : 
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and it has been interpreted by Hertel as ‘Lord of sacrifice, i.e. gold 
(apparently a slang expression like 'brahmahrdaya'f in the Glossary 
that he has given at the end of the above-mentioned edition. 

This interpretation is adopted and reproduced by R. Schmidt in 
his Nachtriige sum Sanskritwcerterbuch von Otto Bcehtlingk , although, 
as a matter of fact, the context of the above-cited passage shows plainly 
that this can hardly be the meaning of the word. We find it stated in 
this passage (x) that Devasarman, on seeing the river, took the money 
from its resting-place in his waist-cloth, secreted it in his wallet, and 
after worshipping the god, asked Asadhabhuti to guard the wallet and 
the yagesvara carefully in his absence j (2) that, as soon as Devasarman 
was out of sight, Asadhabhuti took the money and went off quickly ; 
and (3) that when Devasarman, after his return, searched his wallet, 
he did not find the money therein. Since it is emphasized in the 
Pancatantra of Purnabhadra, as in the other Pancatantra versions, 
that Devasarman took such care of his money that Asadhabhuti, with 
ail his efforts, could not get even a glimpse of it, it is scarcely con- 
ceivable that, on this occasion, he made open mention of it to 
Asadhabhuti by the name yagesvara and asked him to watch over 
it carefully. On the other hand, the fact that Devasarman secreted 
the money in the wallet is sufficient to show by itself that he did not 
want Asadhabhuti to guess that the wallet contained money on that 
particular occasion, and that he could not therefore have spoken of 
it to him. The word ca too in the expression yagesvaras ca shows 
* likewise that the word yagesvara cannot refer to the money concealed 
in the wallet, but denotes some other thing which Devasarman bad 
with him at the time. 

The word yage'svara is also used in the following stanza of the 12th 
canto of the Naisadhiyacarita : 

sindhor jaitram . ayam pavitram asrjat tatkirti-purtadbhutam 
yatra snanti jaganti santi kavayah ke va na vacam-yamah / 
yad-bindu-sriyam indur ancati jalatn cavisya drsyetaro 
yasyasau jala-devata-sphatika-bhur jagarti yage§varah || 

This canto is concerned with the svayam-vara of Damayantl, and the 
above stanza, which is the thirty-eighth of that canto, is the sixth of a 
set of eight that are devoted to the praises of the king of Kanci. The 
sense of the first two padas of this stanza is, “This [king] has created a 
pure ocean, namely, that wonderful ocean of fame, which excels the (well- 
known) ocean, (and) in which the worlds bathe; (regarding it,) what 
poets are there that are not silent ?” The sense of the other two padas, 
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however, and particularly of the word fala-devdid-spkatika-bkuh is not 
clear, and the commentary of Mailinatha, yasya jalam cavity a asm 
indur drhyeiardli sdvarnydd adrsyd faladevata dpya-mfira-devatd-vibesah 
san fdgariij prakdrd fit arena utpreksatej sphatikdd bhavaitti sphatikod- 
bhavo ydgesvarah san fdgariij sphalikadmge ydgemara iii prasiddhzh , 
does not throw much light upon it. 

The commentator Narayana too explains yagesmra as sphalika - 
linga (ydgesvarah sphalika iii prasiddhih) and understands it as refer- 
ring to Mount Kailasa, an interpretation which seems to be correct ; 
compare Brhatkathamanjari, I. 12: uttare tasya Kailasa-ncimnt spha- 
tika-sekhafej vifahdra Haro hdra-gaure girisutdrsakhahj / He also, 

in one of his explanations, divides (like Mailinatha) jala-devatd~spha- 
Uka-bhuh into two words,* j ala- dev aid and sphalika- bhuh, and ydgm* 
varah also into two words, yd and ageevarah ( = Kailasa mountain), co-or- 
dinating agesvarah with yd and making out that Kailasa was the Jala - 
devatd that was watchful in the ocean of fame. This Interpretation 
does not seem to me to be satisfactory ; and I am inclined to explain 
jala-devaid, in case it must be regarded as a separate word, as equiva- 
lent to jala*daivaiya and in co-ordination with spkaiika-bkuh ( = sphaiz- 
ka-mayah) and ydgesvarah. The meaning of pada d would then be, 
** (having entered into the water of which ocean, this sphaiika-lmga , 
pertaining to the water-god (he., Varuna), namely Mount Kailasa, stands 
forth, invisible.” _ The expression 'sphatika-lihga pertaining to Varuna* 
presumably denotes a spkabika-linga that Is like a pot In shape. Coni' 
pare the following passage of the Siddhdntasekhara cited in the 
Vdcaspatyabyhad-abhidhdna s. v. slvalraga (p, 5015) : 

nana chidra-susamyuktam nana-varna-samanvitam / adrsfea-mulam 
yal lihgam karkaSam bhuvi drsyate// tal lihgam tu svayam- 
bhutam aparam laksana-cyutam / svayambhu-Imgam ity 
uktam tac ca nana-vidhatn mat am// sahkhabha-mastakam 
lihgam valsnavam tad udahrtam / padmabha-mastakam 
brah main chatrabham sakram ucyate// siro-yugmam tatha 
jheyam tri-padam yamyam Irltam / khadgabham nairrtam 
lingam varunam kalafiakyti // vayavyam dhvajaval lihgam 
kauberain tu gadanvitam/ Isanasya trisulabham lokapaladi- 
nissrtam/svayambhu-Iingam akhyatam sarva-sastravlsaradaih.// 
. Alternatively, one can look upon jala-devatd-sphalika-bhvfh as one 
compound word (this is what . Narayana does in one of his explana- 
tions). In this case, too, jala-dcvatd has to be regarded as having 
the sense of jala-devatya and used here as an attribute of sphalika , 
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From the following passage, Himalaye Simkale ca VindhyMavviaU 
tathaj sphatjkam jayate caiva nma-rupam sama*prabham\\ Hhmdrau 
mndra*$mihkmmn sphatikam tad dvzdka bkavetj suryakantam ca tat - 
razkam candra-kantmn iathaparamjf suryamm-sparsa-imtrena vahnim 
vamati yat /cmnatj surya-kantam tad tzkhyatam spkatikam ratna-vedi - 
bhihjj pTirnendudmra-samsparsad amrtam sravati ksanUtj candra-kantam 
tad akhfaimii durlabhmiy tat Kalau yugejj cited (from the yukti-kalpa* 
taru) in the VZicaspatya (s, v, sphatika) i we learn that the Himalaya 
mountain is the birth-place of two kinds of spkaUkas, one, surya- 
kanta~spha(ika ? which gives out fire when the sun’s rays strike upon 
it, and the other, candr&'kanta-$phatika } which gives out water when 
the full moon's rays strike upon it, and is very difficult to get in the 
Kall-yuga. The first kind was perhaps regarded as vahni~devatya> 
and the second as jala-devatya . The meaning of the last two pad as 
of the above stanza would thus be, “The similarity to a drop of which 
(ocean of fame) the moon assumes [he. in which ocean of fame the 
moon seems to be a mere drop], and submerged in the waters of which, 
this sphatika-linga [namely, the Kaliasa mountain] which is made of 
watery sphaiika , stands up invisible ” 

It is futile to speculate as to which of the above two ideas $rl- 
harsa had in his mind when writing this difficult stanza, or if he had 
quite a different idea altogether. In any case, there seems to be no 
doubt that this stanza belongs to the same genre as Damkmmracafita 
(Nirnayasagara ed. 1917), p, 2, 4 ; mradindudmndaghanasara-mhara- 
hara-mrnala-marcda-suragaja-nlra-ksira - G irimttahasa-KaiUsa - kasa-n%~ 
kasa murtya racita-digantarala-pllrtya k%rtya> > bhitah surabhitah and 
other similar passages in which the klrti of a king is compared to the 
moon, Kailasa, and other objects and is described as having travelled 
to the end of the world. Compare in this connection, Subhasitarat- 
nabhandagara (1911), p. 141? verses 28, 29: 

apayi munina pura punar amayl maryadaya atari kapina pura 
punar adahi Lankarina / amanthi Mura~vairina punar abandhl 
Lankarina kva nama vasudha-pate tava yasombudhih kvam- 
budhih// 1 maharaja Sri man jagati yasasa te dhavalite payah- 


1 Narayana, in the course of his commentary on the above cited 
stanza of the Naiaadhlyacarita points out the superiority of the klrii- 
satnudra over the ordinary dc^an thus samudr adhtkyam tu — ‘sagaram 
parvani sprsed’ iii vacanat pafvatirikta-kale saxmidrasya asprsyatvad 
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paravaram parama-puruso 'yam mrgayat e/ KapardI Kailasam 
sura-patir api svarn karl-varam kala-natham Rahuh Kamala- 
bhavano hamsam adhuna // ; ibid., p. 142, v. 48: asyorvi* 
ramanasya parvana-Vidhu-dvairajyasajjam yasah sarvangoj- 
jvala-Sarvaparvata-sitarfirl-garva-riirvasi yat/ tat kambupratx- 
bimbitam kimu sarat-parjanya-raji-sriyah paryayah kimu 
dugdha-sindhu-payasam sarvanuvadah kimu// ; and ibid., 
p. 143, v. 70 : Kailaslyati ketaklyati hasat-kundiyati 
procchalat-ksirodlyati candanlyati lasat-karpura*puriyati/ 
piyusiyati sarkarlyati saraccandriyati ksmapate svar-ganglyati 
Sankarlyati bhavat-klrtih karlndriyati //. 


Mr. N. K. Venkatesan, who has written an article on ‘The last 
days of Sankaracarya' in the Journal of Oriental Resexrch % Madras 
( 1 , 33off.), refers to the above-cited stanza of the Naiadhvyacarita , 
and observing (p. 334) that the word yagesvara has no meaning in 
the context expresses his preference for the reading yogesvarah , 
which according to him, is found in some editions. He considers 


that this word yogesvarah refers to the yogalmga of sphalika 
which Sr! Sahkaracarya is said in the Markandeya-samhita (72, 70) 1 
to have left with Suresvara, his successor in the pontifical seat at 
Kancl, for being worshipped every day. In support of this interpreta- 
tion, Mr. Venkatesan refers to a statement in Anandagiri’s Sankara - 
vijaya to the effect that $ankaracarya brought five sphatika-lingas from 
Kailasa, of which he deposited one each at Badan-narayana, Nllakan- 
tha-ksetra (in Nepal), Spageri and Cidambaram, and that he kept the 


asya tu sarvada pavitratvat / samudrasya bhulokasthasyaiva janasya 
snanarhatvad asya tu lokatrayasya snanarhatvat/ tasya varnayitum 
sakyatvad asya casakyatvat/ tasya ca candraika-sarvasvatvad asya ca 
bindu-rupa-candratvat/ samudre ca srl-Visnu-rupaya jala-devatayah 
suptatvad atra ca yage§varasya jagrattvat/ evam-vidho yasasvl ko 'pi 
nastui bhavah // ‘ 

1 Kancyam §ri~Kamakotim Kalhmala-samanina kalpayitva Surese 

Srlvidyaraja-pitharcana-mahita-maharajya-samrajya-laksmim / 
~ ^mvegyatmiyasisyesakala-bhuvana-sammoda-hetor mahatma 
cid-rfxpa-svanubhutim bhajati bhava-mahambhodhi-santa- 
ranaya/ / Kancyam srl-Kamakotau tu yogalingam anuttamam / 
pratisthapya SureSaryam pujartham yuyuje guruh // 
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most precious of them, the yogadihga } with himself and used to 
worship it at Kahcl every day ; and he further cites the following 
verse from the Sivarahasya (amm IX> Ch. 16)1 tadyoga-bhoga-vara- 
mukti-suwokm-yogalingarcana-prapia-jaya-svakahramel tan vai vijitya 
tarasa ’fcsata-sa stra- va dai r Mzsran sa kancyam atha siddhim apa/l 

Now it is very questionable if the above-cited books were in ex- 
istence or the above-mentioned tradition about the yoga-linga was 
current, in the twelfth century A.c. when Srlharsa wrote the Naisadlii- 
yacarita, And even if one grants that they were, it is hardly conceiv- 
able that they were known to Srlharsa or that he has referred to that 
tradition in the above-cited stanza. Moreover, I find it difficult to 
subscribe to Mr. Venkatesan’s opinion that the reading yagesvarah 
has no meaning in the context while the reading yogesvarah fits well 
in it. For, to me, it seems that yogesvarah does not fit at all into the 
context while yagesvarah does (see above), and that there is no doubt 
that ^rlharsa wrote yagesvarah in that stanza. 

As we have seen above, both Mallinatha and Narayana explain 
yagesvara as sphatikadinga . 1 This meaning fits well into the context 
in the above-cited Pancatantra passage also • for, on p. 23 it is said 
that Asadhabhuti, resolving to somehow steal the money from Deva- 
barman, approached and prostrated himself before him, saying, “orn 
namah Sivaya.” This indicates that Devasarman was a worshipper 
of Siva, and since it is said in the above-cited passage that he gave 
the wallet and yagesvara to Asadhabuuti after worshipping the god, 


1 The word yagesvara occures in the following verse also (Subha- 
sita-ratna-bhandagara No. 62, p, 143) : arghayambudhir indumandalam 
api sricandanam tandulas tarn bilva-dalam nabhah suradhum dhupah 
pradipo ravihj khetah paficaphalani kim ca kakubhas tambulain 
aratrikam Meruh sfijagafl-pate tava yasoyagesvarasy arcane I j and has 
been explained in the foot-note, as yaso-rupasya yagesvarasya Swasya, 
by the editor. This is not correct, and here too yagesvara denotes a 
$phaiika 4 mga< The meaning of the verse is : “O king, in the worship 
of the spkatika-lmga # namely, thy fame, the ocean is the argka (water 
that is offered); the moon the sandal-paste, the stars the rice-grains, 
the sky the bilva-leaf, the celestial river the incense, the sun, the 
lamp, the five planets the fruits, and the quarters tambula . , the 
Meru the lustration." The stanza describes how far the king's fame 
has extended. 
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it follows that the god that was worshipped was a Bhadmga made 
of sphaiikad 1 2 

It is this sphatikadmga that is referred to as ylgekvara % and not 
money, as Hertel thinks, 

I may, in passing, point out that Hertel has given a wrong in- 
terpretation of the word bhagavad-viditam also in the above-mentioned 
glossary. This word occurs in the following passage ; bhagavaid 
dhanusy agneyam saram samdhaydbhihitamj bho dunitman dlyatmn 
asya tiiii bh asya ndd n ij no cet Mm sthalatam nesymmj iti srutva samudro 
\ pi bhaya-cakita-sakala-parivciro vepmmnas tdny andakdmi grhltva bhaga- 
vad'viditam iiitibhasya samarpaydm asa[ Purnabhadra’s Pancatantra 
(p- 69, and has been interpreted by Hertel as “at sight of the 
Holy One.” 3 This too is a mistake : md has nothing to do with 
‘seeing’ here but has the technical meaning £ to bear witness to* 
which it has even in the Rgveda (compare Benfey, Orient and 
Occident, III, 136 and Geldner, Vedische Btudien, 3, 174). It and its 
synonym flid have this meaning* in some passages in later literature 
also. Compare Purnabhadra’s Pa f hcata?itra, I, 141 ( = 1,395): aditya- 
candrdv anilo ’ nalas ca dyaur bhumir dpo krdayam yamas caj ahas 
ca ratris ca ubhe ca sandkye dharmak ca famti narasya vrttamU . 
“The sun, the moon, --are witnesses of man’s action” — which is spoken 
by the weaver’s adulterous wife and by Dustabuddhi who call upon 
these superhuman beings to bear witness to their innocence. Com- 
pare also the following passage from Ramabhadra-dlksita’s Srngar 
ratilakabhdna (Nirnayasagara ed., 1910, p. 29): 


1 The Siva-lingas that are worshipped in houses are usually 
either bana-lingas (these are oval stones found on the bank of the 
Narmada river) or sphatika-lingas. - The former are comparatively 
rare, and the latter very common. The worship of a sphatika-linga 
will, it Is said in a Garuda-purana passage (, spkatikam sarva-kmiadam 
cited in the Vlcaspatya, p. 5015), ensure the fulfilment of all desires. 

2 This meaning, too, has been adopted and reproduced by R. 
Schmidt in his above-mentioned Nacktrdge , 

3 It is of interest to note that a similar usage is . found in Tamil 
also. Thus in an inscription at Relur (Epigraphia Carnatica* IX, p. 18) 
recording the sale of a house and some land, the witnesses Varadi- 
devakon and Sokkannan write ippadi afiiPtfi which is the exact equi- 
valent of evam jariami (or vedmiy 
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iyam astu kancanalala vatsaram ekam kalatram me/ 
pradisami paripanarthe pratidinam asyah satarn tu dinaran // 
dad yam asyai mrganiada-kmnkiima-karpura-malyani/ 
tambulany api nityam pratimasam ksauma-yugalara ca // 
iyam anyam apekseta madhye yadi sumac! hyama/ 
yavaj-jfvam kalatram me bhavet paripanam vina// 
evam vetti Vasantaka ittliam janati Kalahamsah/ 
viditam id am Malatya vijfiatam idam ca vrddha-Kamalinya// 
ifctham Bhujangasekhara-Kancanalatayor anujfiaya likhitam/ 

M analuru-purasray ina Madhava-putrena Citralekhena // 

The last stanza but one of this kalatra-paira or deed of concubi- 
nage that is written in approved legal form states, '‘Vasantaka is wit- 
ness to this j Kalahamsa is witness to this j this is borne witness to by 
Malatl; this is borne witness to by old Kamalinl.” 

Bhagavad-viditam thus means ‘as witnessed by the Lord’, and 
not, ‘at sight of the Holy One 5 ; it is equivalent to bkagavatsaksikam . 


A, Venkatasubbiah 


Further Researches into the Antiquity of the Vedas 


Mr, B. G. Tilak, the great Vedic savant, has remarked : "It appears 
to me that the oldest Vedic calendar like the oldest hymn was 
sacrificial and that the sacrifice or the year once commenced with 
Aditi at the Vernal Equinox in or near Punarvasu. The Phases of 
the moon, the seasons and the Ayanas further guided the ancient 
Aryans in measuring time for sacrificial purposes. The Asterism 
Abhijit (Vega) marked the approach of Visuvan or the central day, 
while Punarvasu, which soon after came to be called Yamakau — perhaps 
Yama and Yam! — indicated the beginning of the year. We may 
roughly assign 6000-4000 B.C. as the limits of the Aditi or the Pre- 
Orion period’ 5 (Tilak, Orion, pp. 205-6) 

In this paper I propose to note down briefly further important 
evidence in support of the above-mentioned point. 
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The Vedic myth about the birth of Yama and Yarn!, Manu and 
the two A§vins (vide Brhaddevata, VI, 162 to VII, 7) describes in an 
allegorical way the astronomical phenomena of the Punarvasu, i.e., 
Castor and Pollux and Manu (Eta Geminorum) once commencing 
the solar year at the Vernal Equinox. The myth of the birth of 
the Asvinau cannot be better explained but with the help of astro- 
nomy. Astronomically interpreted the myth gives us a clear ex- 
planation of the phenomena of the Zodaical light as observed before 
and after sunset in an Arctic Home. 

This is quite a new interpretation of the story. The commentary 
of Acarya Aurnavabha on Nirukta, XII, i, 9 speaks to the same effect 
(Yaska's Nirukta, Nirnayasagara edition, p. 819). Sir G. W. Cox 
has remarked that the twins are born when the night leaves her 
sister the dawn, when the dark one gives way to the bright. But 
Sir G* W. Cox has taken no notice of a contrary phenomena occur- 
ring after sunset The A§vins are adored at morning and evening 
tide as Rudrau, the terrible lords of death, who are thus identified 
or connected with another deity, who become of supreme importance 
in the later Hindu Mythology (Muir's Sanskrit Texts, part IV, chap. 
Ill, sec. i, p. 265). 

The achievements of the twin pair are described in Rv., Ill, 97, 
where it is said that they adopt various forms, some bright and 
some black. In the Norse tale of Dapple-grin we have the Asvins 
in their original form as horses (Sir G. W, Cox, Mythology of the 
Aryan Nations, pp. 207-208). Prof. Max Muller in his attempt to 
explain many Vedic myths on. the theory that they are all dawn 
stories in different garbs has failed, in the opinion of Tilak, to grasp 
the real import of the legends of the Alvins by disregarding the 
statements, which distinctly speak of them as dwelling or labouring 
in darkness (Tilak, Orion, p. 41 1), 

Prof Rhys being however more cautious has been gradually led 
to adopt the theory of the ancient Arctic Home of the Aryan people, 
inasmuch as all the different incidents in the legends under consi- 
der a don can oe accounted for only by this theory. In the sacrificial 
literature there are some indications about the oldest position of 
Punarvasu (T. Br., I, i, 2 ; Dr, M. Haug, A. Br. } IV, 12 note, p. 269). 
All such references go to show that at one time the sacrificial year, 
which was undoubtedly equinoxial, commenced near Punarvasu ; or 
m other words the consecration of Agni was made on that day. The 
Viiuvan was thus the day of the autumnal equinox. 
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The passage (R\% IV, 25, verses 3, 4 and 5) proves the above ex- 
plained position of Pimarvasu in unequivocal terms if the meaning of 
the term V asu be taken to be the stars marking the half of the ecliptic 
and visible in the polar skies in the Arctic regions as Pandit Bhaga- 
wandas has done (vide Aryan Astronomy, pp. Sf, and also Ilv, 
1,105,6; VIII, 5, 13; Av, III; W. RW, RE; T. Br., I, 7 , 6, 6). 
The word Punarvasu would mean the first asterism 'of the Deva- 
Naksatras. The Vasns are considered the best of the Devas in Rv, 
I> 43> 5. Formerly they were only seven in number, afterwards 
changed to eight* The southward half of the ecliptic was called 
AmSumatl and the sun moving in that part was called Krsna or dark. 
He was also called Rama (Yajurveda, XIX, 19, 58 ; Nirukta, i, 7 ). 

It is an admitted fact that the more backward we travel, the more 
strongly shall we be convinced that the sacrificial year commenced 
with the vernal equinox and not with the winter solstice and that the 
change of the commencement of the year from the vernal equinox to 
the winter solstice must have been made long before the vernal 
equinox was in Krttikas (Tilak, Orion, p. 207 et sequel). 

Apart from the evidence, noted above, about the position of Aditi 
at the vernal equinox, the tradition of the same phenomenon is given in 
the story of the Asterism al Prajapati (T, Br„ I, 5, 2, 2). 

The astronomical method of Tilak in the Orion is sure to give 
us striking results if we make a further minute study of the Vedic 
literature on the lines chalked out by him in the case of Punarvasu. 

Thus we find that vernal equinoctial year once commenced near 
Tisya (Delta Cancri) or Pusya, whose presiding deity is Brhaspati 
(Rv, II, 25 , 3 1 IV, 50* B 2, 4, 8 and 9 J ^ 7 > 5 > 7^> 2 ; T. Br., 

Ill, 1, 1, 5)* The statement that Brhaspati performed the light-winning 
feat standing at the car of Rta, i.e., the Zodiacal belt proves the same 
thing (Rv, I, 56, 5 ; I, 39, 9 7 II, 23, 3 and 18). There is a constellation 
in the group Cancri, which is described as an arrow, consisting of 
three stars. This is known by the name of Trisandhi (Rv, II, 24, 8 ; 
A* Br„ I, 25). Trifiiras seems to be another epithet of the same con- 
stellation. It is wrong to suppose that Trisiras represents the stars 
in the belt of Orion. It certainly cannot be the star Sirius, i.e*, 
Alpha Canis Major. That Trisiras once marked the vernal equinox 
in old days can be inferred from the myth about him as given in T. 
S., II, 5, i, 1 and Brhaddevata, VI, 147, 153, Similar description is 
found about Trisandhi in the Atharvaveda. Next we find reliable evi- 
dence about Madhukasa being once near the vernal equinox. Madfm- 

J0 
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kasa is the name of the group of stars known as the bee-hive or the 
Praesepe in the region of the sign of Cancer (Kalinath Mukerjee, 
Astronomical Atlas). That some stars of Madhukasa must have 
marked the vernal equinox in old times may be inferred from the 
following references : Rv, IX, I, 4, 21 ; Av, IX, I, 1 ; 3, 4, 5 - 
The myth of the gigantic crab of the Greek mythology strongly 
supports the above inference. Prof. J. Majumdar has inferred from 
the same myth that the astronomical phenomena as a whole must 
have occurred in North latitude 69° 51’ at about 4000 B.C. Majumdar, 
Eagle and the Captive Sun, pp. S3f.). But in the higher latitudes of the 
Arctic regions the same phenomena may be proved to have occurred 
in more ancient times. 

That the vernal equinox occurred near Aslesa, i.e,, Alpha or Delta 
Hydrae can be proved from the following references : Av, XX, 34, 1 1 ; 
XX, 12 ; Rv, II, 12 j II, 13, 5 ; S. Br., XI, 5, 5,6. Arbudi and N'yar- 
budi seem to be ancient names of some stars in the head of Hydra 
(Av, XI, 10, 5). The head of Hydra, i.e., Vrtra is said to be pierced 
by Indra or the sun God (videRv, I, 52, 10, 6 ; VIII, 6, 6 ; VIII, 65, 2). 
The myth of the churning of the Cosmic ocean helps us a good 
deal in coming to the same conclusion. 

The constellation Agha seems to imply the group of stars now 
known as Magha, i.e., Alpha Leo, while ArjunI implies Purva-PhaJguni, 
i.e., Gama Leo and Uttara-phalgunI, i.e., Denebola or Beta Leo to- 
gether. 

The astronomical meaning of Rv, X, 85,13 is : “when the sun 
enters Agha, the rays of the Sun are powerless, indicating winter 
solstice, and on his entrance in ArjunI, they are again revived" (Cf. Av, 
XI, v, 1, 13 and Rv, VII, 103, 9). 

The legend about Visnu’s head lying at Magha and being cut off by 
the sprining of the bow which he held in his hand proves that the 
vernal equinox once lay near Magha (Sat. Br., XIV, 1,16). Simi- 
larly Vytra’s head lay in Denebola and its tale in Pegasus, i.e., Ahir- 
budhnya shows that the vernal equinox was once marked by 
Denebola. . . 

It is proved from the quotations in Taitt. Ar., Ill, 2, 74 and Av, 
2, 8, which speak of Vicrtau appearing on the Arctic Horizon, that 
the vernal equinox was then in Alpha Corvus (Hasta) and the south 
solstitial point then reached Vicrtau or the Mula asterism. 

i hat Citra (Alpha Virgo) was once at the vernal equinox can 
be inferred from the following facts : 
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(a) The story of the Deluge and the Great Fish. 

(b) Tvasta the presiding deity of Citra is said to be the Univer- 

sal father (VS, IX, 9). From him the swift horse, the sun, 
was produced and lie gave speed to the horse (Av, VI, 92, 1). 

(c) The astronomical interpretation of the legend about Arjuna 

winning the hand of Draupadi points to the same direc- 
tion. 

Pandit Bhaga wandas remarks that Apah (Delta Virgo) and Apam 
Napat (Theta Virgo) once marked the vernal equinox may be Inferred 
from Rv, II, 35 5 X, 30, 3, 4. 

Savita is called Apatp Napat in Rv, I, 26, 6 . 

The deity Savita (Apam Napat) is a common heir-loom of all the 
Aryans. The phenomenon must have occurred about 13000 years 
ago. The Great Babylonian and Hebrew Deluge must have occurred 
at the same time. The star Revati (a star of the Pisces) would be 
then at the autumal equinox. 

I am as yet unable to find out any authority to prove that the 
constellation Svatl (Arcturus or Alpha Bootes) once lay at the vernal 
equinox. 

The constellation ViSakha was once known as Radha in ancient 
times. The dual deity Indragnx is its presiding deity. 

From Rv., VI, 59, 1, it is inferred by Tilak that Indragm are 
invoked to destroy the Pi tars, styled Devasatravah i.e. Pitryana is 
ended. Indragnx here appears to mean the first new moon in the 
new year (vide Tilak, Vedic Chronology and Vedahga Jyotis, p, 162). 

From Rv, XI, 59, 6 and Rv, I, 123, 8, Tilak has inferred that 
after the circuit of the dawns is complete, the Sun appears on the 
Arctic Horizon, when Indragnx having destroyed Devasatravah com- 
plete their victory by the achievement of the Sun (vide also Av, 
VIII, 1 , 4 . 7 )- 

Indraganl are the best of Soma drinkers (Rv, I, 21, 1, 5 ; Rv, 
III, 12,6). 

ViSakha was so called because it was possessed of two branches, 
caused by the equinoctial colui-e bisecting the Zodiacal portion of the 
Visakha. ... 

Mitra, the presiding deity of the constellation Anuradha is praised 
in Rv, III, 59. If Anuradha be at the vernal equinox, Krttikas 
(Pleides) would mark with autumnal equinox and Beta Delphini the. 
north solsticial point, the polar star being marked by Delta Cygni. 

I am as yet unable to find out sufficiently clear and unequivocal 


248 . ' the so-called indoakyan invasion 

authorities to prove that we can carry back the position of the 
vernal equinox beyond the Anuradha (Alpha Scorpio or Airfares), 

In conclusion I beg to submit that the most active portion of the 
Vedic period may be carried back even beyond 1 5 >000 B.C. or the 
Scorpio period and that there are grounds for carrying it back even still 
further. 

When everything can thus be consistently explained, I leave it to 
■ scholars to determine whether the above period should or should 
not be accepted as determining, as correctly as it Is possible to do 
under the circumstances, the oldest period of the Aryan civilization. 
It is the unerring clock of the heavens that has helped us In deter- 
mining It and it is, in my opinion, hardly probable to discover better 
means for the pu poses. 

V, H. Vader 


The so-called Indo- Aryan Invasion 

Mr. Jainath Pati has done well to raise the Indo- Aryan question 
again. In his lively article in the IHQ, December, 1928, he asks, “Is 
Indo-Aryan invasion a myth ?” and he concludes that there was no 
invasion of any kind, not even gradual immigration. It is doubtful 
if a question which has already been debated for a century can be 
now considered finally settled, and I propose only to make some 
remarks which will give Mr. Pati the opportunity of making his con- 
clusions more positive and if possible more convincing. 

The question is really a part of the general Indo-European question, 
and no one thinks that the last word has been said, especially in 
view- of the discoveries still going on. It will be as well to begin 
with the points on which we agree. There are two distinct aspects 
of it, the philological or linguistic and the archaeological, the latter 
involving ethnological questions as well. On the linguistic side there 
is general, though perhaps not final agreement, and I have not found 
anything new in Mr. Pati’s remarks. It rests upon the fact that 
we find extending over an area stretching from the west of Europe 
to India a group of languages with many common features, and hence 
appropriately^ termed Indo-European. Our German friends prefer 
to speak of it as Indo-Germanic, and with this we need, not quarrel. 
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We have al! agreed not to use the term Aryan in the sense of Indo- 
European, To Max Muller, as we know, Aryan meant not merely 
this whole Indo-European group but a group of peoples as well. He 
found it as an ethnic term applied by the Iranians and Indians to 
themselves, and he arbitrarily extended the term to all the peoples 
who spoke similar languages. This was putting dogma in the place 
of scientific inquiry. 1 

How are the common features in all the Indo-European languages 
; to be explained ? We may consider the possibility of parallel and 

I independent growth. We know that Hindustani expresses the 

I genitive relation by adding a suffix, and that Hungarian does so by 

*1 means of similar method, but both have hit upon this device quite 

: independently. Similarly, English can express the future of any verb 

\ by using the verb will and modern Greek has adopted its own verb 

thelo, ‘I will’, for exactly the same purpose, but these languages are as 
free from mutual influence on this point as if they were on different 
! planets. Between the various Indo-European languages, however, 

| the resemblances are so many and so close that no one tries to ex- 

plain them in this way. When we find words like patens , pente, agros 
i in Greek, and pitarah, pafica, a/rah in Sanskrit, we can only conclude 

f that in an earlier stage these words were identical in both languages, 

; and that in one or both of the present languages they have become 

modified. There is an instructive parallel in the Romance languages. 
The Italian, French, Spanish, Rumanian, and some other languages 
all go back to an earlier stage called Latin. No one supposes that 
f any of the speakers of these languages, except perhaps a few in 

I Italy, are descendants of the tribe of people who once called them- 

1 selves Latini, But it is clear that those who first began to speak 

j Latin in Gaul or Spain had to learn their Latin by coming into direct 

i contact with speakers of Latin, and we know from history how this 

!j came about. Through invasions and immigrations the speakers of 

Latin imposed their own tongue on Gauls, Spaniards, Iberians, 
\ Dalmatians, Belgians and others, who each in their own way modified 

jj 1 Mr. Pati is quite mistaken in supposing that Max Muller’s 

V charming style is responsible in the least for the present belief in 

what he calls the "myth.” No philologist should base his views on 
what someone else may have said, least of all on what Max Muller 
said fifty years ago, 
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the pronunciation, and introduced into it words of their own 
tongues. 

In the case of the speakers of the Indo-European group we have no 
history to go on, and we are even less likely to find out who were the 
original speakers of the original language than we are to find the 
original Latins, but we can at least put the question how the Indo- 
European group of languages spread to the West as far as the British 
Isles and Iceland, and to the East as far as Bengal and Turkestan 
In ancient times. It is a question that has been asked and has 
received more or less hypothetical solutions for more than a century, 
The first stage of inquiry was to mark off clearly the Indo-European 
group, and to set aside the question of the origin of Semitic, Hamitic, 
Ugro-Altaic, and other groups by which the Indo-European is 
surrounded. The question as to the place where the primitive 
language acquired its peculiar characters and became what we call 
Indo-European is evidently closely related to the question of the 
manner of its dispersion. Taylor in his Origin of the Aryans has 
pointed out some of the reasons for thinking that the spread was 
rather by gradual penetration than by violent irruptions. We find, 
for example, certain striking features in common between the Keltic 
and the Italic branches, as if they grew up side by side ; but we also 
find that Keltic and Germanic share certain peculiarities, and so 
with other branches. This is in favour of the gradual development 
of the various branches side by side, rather than of successive and 
independent inroads from a primitive centre. It is further an argu- 
ment in favour of the view that the place from which these branches 
spread was somewhere in Europe, and that they developed within 
the area where we still find the bulk of the Indo-European languages. 
In any case the spread appears to have been an extension into 
lands already inhabited, for in every branch we find linguistic 
peculiarities which appear to be due to intermixture with other 
tongues. 

On the other hand, we know that extensive migrations did take 
place in ancient times, and we have recently become aware of the 
former existence of a language in .Central Asia, usually, called Tocha- 
rian, which unlike any of the other Asiatic branches is a centum 
language, and is more nearly related to Latin than to any of the 
other Asiatic branches. Shall we say that here we have the migration 
or invasion of a whole people from Europe to Asia, or is this language 
a survival of a people who remained in Asia in their primitive home ? 
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As yet there is no general agreement on the point, and it is unlikely 
that by means of mere philology the question will ever be settled. We 
need the help of archaeological and ethnological evidences. Even those 
who hold that the original centre was in Europe are not agreed as to 
where it was. Much archaeological evidence about prehistoric centres of 
culture in Europe has been collected, but it has never been correlated 
with the linguistic evidence for such cultures. Yet until we can say 
of a given culture, such as a neolithic settlement in Denmark, or an 
aenolithic culture on the Danube, and decide whether it is pre-Indo- 
Germanic, or a non-Indo-Germanic group, our conclusions about the 
primitive Indo-European movements will always be resting on more 
or less unproved hypotheses. Philology alone will never settle ethno- 
logical problems. 

These are some of the facts that we have to bear in mind in dis- 
cussing that section of Indo-European question which relates to the 
Indo-Iranian branch, but the latter question is far less complex. For 
one thing we can be certain that the separation of the Indians and 
Iranians was much later than the separation of these peoples from 
the other branches. With the help of new archaeological discoveries 
we may even entertain the hope of finding an approximate date for 
it. Further, we need not debate the question whether the earliest 
speakers of the languages that developed into Iranian and Vedic 
came from Europe. They were already in Asia when we first 
find them, and the question before us is whether the Vedic or pre- 
Vedic people invaded India or not, or as Mr. Pati prefers to put it, 
whether Indo- Aryan invasion is a myth. The usually accepted view 
is that Vedic shows such close resemblances to Iranian, and so many 
of its religious and other terms are identical, that the speakers of 
the two languages must once have been in close contact. No modern 
scholar has suggested that both peoples ever lived together in India, 

so that the separation must have taken place by one of them going 

into India. These were the ancestors of the speakers of Vedic, and 
yet Mr. Pati denies that they invaded India. Then how did they 
and their language get there ? Mr. Pati does not say. His conclu- 
sion is that “the circumstances are not only such as not to warrant 
any inference of an Aryan invasion into India but rather stand 

against any such inference.” Then what does Mr. Pati infer ? 

This only tells us what he thinks did not happen. Will he not give 
us something positive ? If he thinks that the people whom he calls 
Aryans never invaded India, does he think they were always there ? 
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In that case how did they get their language ? Is the resemblance 
of their language to that of the Iranians a mere accident ? Or does 
he think that some of them came out of India and left a language 
in Iran very like their own, not to speak of other related languages 
in Europe equally in want of an explanation ? 

Mr. Pati must pardon us if these suggestions look rather ridiculous, 
but it is really for him to suggest how it is that a Vedic language 
and a people who spoke it have ever existed in India. Until he puts 
some credible theory In the place of the one that he denies, he con- 
vinces no one. His denial is like denying that the Irish invaded 
Ireland, or the Swedes Sweden, or the English England, He has 
attacked Dr. Suniti Kumar Chatterji, and I do not wish to trench 
upon the province of that able scholar, who can quite well defend 
himself, but surely Mr, Pati knows that Dr, Chatterji is merely stat- 
ing the view of all scholars except Mr. Pati himself on this question. 
Surely he should not express wonder at anyone holding that view, when 
he has not told us what other view he expects us to put in Its place , 1 
Six pages are devoted to a quite separate question, which do not 
forward the argument, and this is the question of the relation of 
Vedic to Sumerian, and to the archaeological discoveries at Mohen-jo- 
Daro and Harappa. Seeing that we do not yet know who the 
builders were nor what langugage or languaes they spoke, what 
he thinks these discoveries prove about an Aryan invasion is not 
clear, so we will turn first to the Sumerian, He gives a list of in- 
stances, of what he thinks are Sumerian words in Sanskrit This is 
not the first time that contact of Vedic culture with Mesopotamian 
has been suggested. 

Let us suppose that all these suggested Sumerian roots in Vedic 
are certain ; what do they prove ? Every one of these words belongs 
to a language outside India, If they were borrowed, the natural infer- 
ence is that they were borrowed in the region where the Sumerian 
language was established, south of Mesopotamia, and that then 
the Vedic or pre-Vedic people took them with them to India, This 
Is a strange way to disprove an Aryan invasion. 


i Mr. Pati really ought to be more careful in his language than 
he is, when he speaks of the “direct lie” to Dr. C hatter ji’s view that 
the Aryans were the first tamers of the horse. Does he think that 
the Vedic people were the first Aryans ? The horse had been tamed 
before any Vedic people existed, 
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But perhaps Mr, Pati thinks that the inhabitants of Mohen-jo-Daro 
were Sumerians. He quotes with approval Dr. Brown’s statement 
that the early inhabitants of the Indus valley may have used a 
language akin to classical Sumerian, and that the early Indian Aryans 
borrowed from them. They may, but at present this is an idle guess. 
We know absolutely nothing of their language as yet, but again let 
us imagine that some day it will be proved that the inhabitants 
of Mohen-jo-Daro spoke Sumerian. What bearing has it on the 
question of an Aryan invasion ? If the pre-Vedic people picked up 
some foreign words, whether in Mesopotamia or in the Indus valley, 
how does it prove that they never invaded India ? 

Mr. Pati also argues from ethnological grounds, though here he 
does not find anything to contradict an invasion, but merely 
that it is "a gratuitously supposed invasion,” nor does he say what 
he thinks the evidence proves. Does he think that it is possible to 
identify a race by the mere shape of the skull, not to speak of the 
language, which the owners of the skulls once spoke ? Perhaps when 
he has told us what he thinks really took place instead of an invasion, 
and how it was that the Vedic language got into India, he will then 
also state the linguistic evidence which he thinks can be drawn from 
the ethnological facts. 

Edward J. Thomas 


Indo-Aryan Invasion of India— Hot a Myth 

In the Dec. Number of the ‘Indian Historical Quarterly,’ 1928, 
there is an article by Mr. Jainath Pati headed ‘Is Indo-Aryan Invasion 
a myth’, and the reply which the author gives is found at the end as 
follows: "We cannot believe in any appreciable disturbance in the 
composition of the population of the Punjab, by a gratuitously sup- 
posed invasion about 700 to 1200 years after the date of the old skele- 
tons (found at Harappa). The circumstances are not only such as not 
to warrant any inference of an Aryan invasion into India, but rather 
stand against any such inference” (p. 693). The interesting and 
even strange finds at , Harappa and Mohen-jo-Daro have shaken the 
belief of some scholars in the so-long accepted theory of an invasion 
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of the Aryans in the Punjab in Vedic times. At what period the Rg- 
veda was compiled is a matter of dispute yet. Tiiak and others 
believe that it was compiled about 3100 B.C., while European scho- 
lars (with the exception of Jacobi) believe that it was compiled about 
1200 B.c. But both believe that the Rgveda indubitably evidences 
the incoming of the Aryans into the Punjab about its time, very 
probably as conquerors, and certainly as new settlers, just as Euro- 
peans went into America about 1600 A.C. and colonised the land, 
sometimes conquering the Red Indian aboriginal people there. The 
question, therefore, arises whether the arguments of Mr. Pati based on 
these new finds are really of any value so as to compel us to abandon 
our accepted belief and to take up the opposite view that Indian 
Dravidian Invaders went out of India into Sumeria and are still the 
inhabitants of the Punjab as they were thousands of years ago. 

It geems to me that the author of the abovementioned article has 
not sufficiently grasped the difficulties which stand in the way of 
arriving at the conclusion he proposes. In the first place, the new 
finds are yet confined to Sind and Western Punjab and no such dis- 
coveries have yet been made in the Eastern Punjab and the Gangetic 
valley. It is accepted by all, as found at the census of 1901 by 
Sir H. Risley, that the population of the Punjab and Rajputana (the 
Rajputs particularly) is truly Aryan. What are the racial characteris- 
tics of the Aryan people all over the world, in Europe and in Asia ? 
They are as follows : long heads, tall stature, fair complexion and 
fine noses. These are the very characteristics of the Indo-Aryans as 
they are described in the Rgveda; and it strongly contrasts the 
Dasas with the Aryans by describing the former as dark and noseless. 

We may here point out that the first great defect in the argument 
of Mr. Pati is that he nowhere speaks about the noses of the finds 
at Harappa. Long head or dolichocephale is not the decisive factor 
in the determination of race as distinctly pointed out by Sir H. Risley 
and other authorities. The Dravidians also have long heads and the 
Celtic Aryans have broad heads. The decisive factor is the form of 
the nose at the root as well as at the end. The Mongolian type has 
a broad nose at the base and the Dravidian at the end. The fine-nosed 
incoming Aryans were so struck with the broad noses of the abori- 
ginial people that they called them noseless. Even colour does not 
decide race, as the white colour of the Aryans has changed to brown 
among the Rajputs owing to the extreme heat of the coutiti'y they 
inhabit. But they as well as the Jats and Gujars of the Punjab 
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have still the fine noses of the Aryans. We do not yet know what 
kind of nose the skeletons found at Harappa bear; but we know 
for certain that the Dravidian population of India has still broad 
noses though they have long heads. The Jats, the Gujars and the 
Rajputs are, therefore, a distinct race and they have the same racial 
characteristics as the Persians, the Greeks, the very fine-nosed Romans 
and the Germans. We cannot but believe they all form one race. 
They must have come into their modern lands from somewhere out- 
side. India is not their home but is the home of Dravidians and 
the Indo-Aryans, viz., the Jats, Gujar Rajputs and others, must have 
come into India as conquerors or new settlers. The Rgveda often 
speaks of the destruction of the forts of the Dasas and there is very 
little doubt that they were conquered and dispossessed and driven 
southwards. 1 The Rgveda usually speaks of two (even three) peoples, 
Arya and Dasa (at nt ’straf ar ’prernfa fiatcrfh), with opposite 
characteristics and the Aryans from their many distinguishing points 
must have come into the Punjab from some cold region outside 
as we shall presently show. 

They cannot have been Sumerians, as shown by us in detail in the 
Appendix to our history of Sanskrit literature, vol I, section I, recently 
published. The occurrence of a few words identical in sound and in 
meaning among them cannot make them one people. Here again the 
same defect appears in the argument of Mr. Pati, as in the argu- 
ment based on dolichocephale. The finding of a few, indeed many, 
words identical in sound and meaning cannot establish identity of 
language. Guna or some other words may be found in Sumerian and 
in Vedic Sanskrit with the same meaning. But they may have 
travelled from one to the other or may have even started indepen- 
dently of one another by the same tendencies. It is grammar which 
is the decisive proof of identity or affinity of language. Case-forms 
of nouns and verbal forms must be shown to be similar or identical, 
before we believe in the affinity of languages, Now it has been 
established beyond doubt that the Vedic Indo-Aryans and Persians 
and Europeans not only possess the same racial characteristics but 
spoke languages which are allied from their case-forms of nouns 
and conjugational forms of verbs as also identity of words of com- 
mon use. It is, therefore, certain that they all originally formed one 
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pleasure’. 
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people and spoke one language. How grammar is the soul of language 
and not words .may be seen from how many Arabic and even English 
words we constantly use in Hindi, But Hindi does not thereby become 
Arabic or English, for it subjects these foreign words to its own gram- 
mar. Hindi thus by its grammar remains a Sanskrit-born language, 
We must, therefore, not be misled by the occurrence of a few words 
with identical meaning in Sumerian and Sanskrit. Guna probably may 
.have travelled from Vedic Sanskrit as the Vedic Aryans were great 
mathematicians. The Indo-Aryans are originators of the world-current 
decimal system and even of Arithmetic. Other words may have 
come into Vedic Sanskrit from Sumerian. We must remember that 
there must have been communication between Vedic India and 
Sumeria, believing, as we do, that the Indo-Aryans were established 
in Eastern Punjab when the Sumerians were at Harappa or Mohen-jo- 
Daro from 3000-2500 B.C. If we take the Rgveda to belong to about 1200 
B.C. even then the Vedic Indians after coming into India had communi- 
cation with Babylonians, and there might have been an interchange 
of ideas and words. But that the Vedic Indians did not come from 
Sumeria in a second wave of Invasion as Waddell holds will appear 
clear from the following. Indeed in either view of the date of the 
Rgveda compilation, the Vedic Indians must be looked upon as 
entirely disconnected with the Sumerians or Babylonians. 

The chief deity of the Vedic Aryans is fire of which there is no 
trace in the religion of the Sumerians or Babylonians. The im- 
portance of fire can only be realised in a cold region, especially in 
parts of the temperate zone where the sun disappears for several days 
or even months. The Persians have stuck to fire worship down to 
this day though the Indians in the hot plains of India have taken 
to other deities. But the Vedic deity still remains fire, and orthodox 
Brahmins not only often keep Agnihotra but kindle fire at every 
religious ceremony. We know that among western Aryans too 
fire continued to be worshipped and kept up. Usas is another 
deity which is found in the Rgveda worship but has no counter- 
part among the Sumerians. This deity is entirely a cold region 
deity, as its importance can only be realised when the sun dis- 
appears for a long time. In such a region several days of bright 
dawn pass before the sun comes, up. Indeed the description of 
Usas in the Rgvedic hymns as a goddess circling round the horizon 
like a courser (30 in number) can apply to an arctic region as Tilak 
showed at length in bis ‘Arctic Home in the Vedas’, This goddess 
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was still remembered by the Vedic Aryans in the Punjab and the hymns 
sun" to her. Some of the finest hymns preserved in the Rgveda are 
associated with the name of Usas. The Sumerians have no such deity 
among them. The only female deity with them is probably Ishtar 
which has been identified with Venus. 

These two Vedic deities make it certain that the ancestors of the 
Vedic Aryans lived somewhere in the higher latitudes of the tem- 
perate zone or the lower latitudes of the Arctic region where the sun 
disappears for months. We have a further proof of this in the fact 
that the Roman years originally consisted of io months. The Rg- 
veda also speaks of Angirasas who were Navagvas and Dasagvas, 
v i M those who sacrificed for nine months and those who sacrificed for 
ten months. They watched the sun and moon carefully and knew 
months by their conjunctions. When the sun disappeared they could 
not sacrifice. The same fact is further supported by the number 
of seasons mentioned in the Rgveda. The seasons are said to be 
five only in the Rgveda. When the sun rose, there was Vasanta 
or spring and the year commenced. But at the end there was only 
Hemanta. The commentators always explain the number five by 

stating that Hemanta and f^isira are to be taken together. 

The Vedic Aryans thus must have originally lived in colder climes 
than the Punjab and must have come into it by immigration. Though 
this incoming is not expressly described in the Rgvedic hymns, we 
have often stories mentioned of how Sudas crossed the rivers of 
the Punjab helped by the prayers of Visvamitra. In the Rgveda 
Nadlsukta, rivers from the Ganges up to the Indus are mentioned in 
order. In a subsequent hymn, Sarayu of Oudh is mentioned and 
we may believe that the Vedic Aryans slowly spread from the Indus to 
the Sarayu. Nay, in the Satapatha we have a story in which there is 
a clear reference to the advance of the Aryans from the Sarasvati 
eastwards, as from its bank the fire of Mathavya under the guidance 
of Gautama went eastwards till it stopped at the bank of the Sada- 
nlra in Behar. 

These Vedic statements lead clearly to the inference that the Indo- 
Aryans came into the Punjab from outside and slowly spread east- 
wards up to Mithila. But we have an actual incursion into the Punjab 
mentioned in the Zend Avesta legend pointed out by Tilak, the 
importance of which cannot be underrated. Owing to continuous 
snowfall the ancient Aryans left their, ancient home and several parties 
'went into several countries, one of which went into the. land of seven 
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rivers but were there troubled by heat and serpents, a correct de- 
scription of the Punjab, We have here a reliable piece of foreign 
evidence to prove the Aryan incursion into the Punjab of which we 
have so many other proofs from ethnology, language and religion. 
We further know that the social customs of the Vedic Aryans were 
almost the same as those of many ancient European peoples. 

The theory of an invasion and occupation of the Punjab by Aryans 
is thus based on strong evidence of different kinds and nothing has 
yet been found, as far as we can see, which should compel us to give 
up this theory. The finds at Harappa and Mohen-jo-Daro indeed show 
a high culture ; but then there is nothing found which can establish a 
connection with Vedic civilization. Indeed this has been admitted 
on all hands. Not only no Vedic deities have been found, but the 
favourite Vedic animals, the horse and the cow, are not much in evi- 
dence, while the buffalo is conspicuous. The Vedic civilization may 
be less advanced than that found at Harappa or even that of the 
Dravidians who originally occupied the land. But further than this 
how does this find disprove the incursion of the I ndo- Aryans into the 
Punjab ? Dr. Keith can only suggest an admixture of the incoming 
Aryans with the original Dravidians. ■ “Complete destruction of pre-ex- 
isting people is a comparatively rare phenomenon” But, as suggested 
before, the sparse Dravidian population of the Eastern Punjab may 
have moved southwards and there is no question of complete des- 
truction, though even destruction may be inferred from the story 
of Sarpasatra given in the Mahabharata ; this satra is mentioned 
as having taken place at Taksaslla, There is further the story of 
the burning of Khandavavana and the killing of serpents there. What- 
ever the fact, we find the Punjab at present actually occupied almost 
wholly by an Aryan population and we may believe that as in Ger- 
many which is solely occupied now by Teutonic races without any 
trace of earlier peoples, we have in the Punjab a distinctly Aryan 
population, the earlier inhabitants having been actually destroyed 
or moved southwards. ■ 

The real difficulty is presented not by these finds but by the 
existence of cerebrals in Vedic Sanskrit. The occurrence of a few 
words with identical meaning in Sumerian and in Vedic Sanskrit 
is of no consequence whatever as stated already. But whence came 
the cerebrals s, y in Vedic Sanskrit as they are not found in the 
cognate Aryan languages ? They must have been taken in the 
Punjab from the Dravidians owing to the suoposed admixture. But 
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even this does not disprove the theory of an Aryan invasion 
of the Punjab. The two peoples being distinct as also their 
laivuiames, one of them must be taken to have come into the 
hnd from outside. Tim presence of cerebrals might prove admixture 
of races. But as a matter of fact there exists no mixed population 
in the Pur. jab, the people being most unequivocably Aryan ; we have 
to account for the appearance of the cerebrals in the Vedic language 
another way. We know that the cerebrals exist in Dravidtan Ian- 
<ma«es ; they may therefore have come in even by contact. But there 
1 a° still more probable source. It is strange that the author does not 
see that cerebrals exist in Teutonic languages. The Germans and the 
English use t and d only and not t. English has both an 
but not t. French and Latin have t and d (dental) only and not t and 
d (cerebral). Vedic Sanskrit has both these sounds. The presence 
of both can be well accounted for by the fact that Vedic Aryans were 
formed of both Teutonic and Celtic branches of the Aryan people. 
We have shown elsewhere in detail that the Solar Race Aryans are 
Teutonic and long-headed and the Lunar Race Aryans are Celtic being 
broad-headed like the Celts (Gauls and Latins), t is, leie ore, no 
to be wondered at that Vedic Sanskrit has got both cerebral and 

dental sounds, . r 

Some argument is sought to be derived from the pecuhant.es 

the Paisact languages; but it i, well-known that Ved.c Sanstr t has 

left some Vedic words even now in the border languages, and th y 

be a few forms current there. But it is difficult to see how tins won d 

disprove the established theory of invasion of the - tmjao m e 
times by the Aryan, So also is the reckoning of months ta, Majga- 
slrsa among the Pashto-speaking people irrelevant We know 
the original names of months in Vedic times were Madhu, Madhava, 
the 01 s , M -Vers, Slrsa Pausa etc came later in Brail mana 
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Siddhantas were formulated at Ujjain, the months 1 list com- 
menced with Caitra and the list of Naksatras with Alvin!, While 
this new method was gradually adopted all over India, people in the 
extreme Noth- West stuck to the original reckoning. But this his- 
tory has no bearing on the question whether the Vedic Aryans 
did or did not come into India from outside. 

It seems to us, therefore, that there is nothing so far found or ad- 
vanced ■which can shake the established theory of an Aryan Invasion 
of the Punjab. The arguments on which this theory is based are too 
strong and too many to be overthrown and the only argument worth 
considering is that of the appearance of cerebrals in the Vedic languages. 
It may prove at best an admixture of races but cannot disprove 
the theory of invasion. And as shown above, cerebrals do exist in 
German and English, It is possible, as Sir John Marshall thinks, 
that Sumerian remains may be found in Eastern Punjab and 
even in the Gangetic valley. But even if that happens It will 
only go to prove that the Aryan invasion of the Punjab 
took place later than 2500 B.C. At best it may establish 
the date of the Rgveda; but it cannot disprove the fact of the 
invasion so patent from the Egveda and the Zend Avesta, We may, 
therefore, still hold that the Indo-Aryan invasion of India is an 
unquestionable historical fact and not a myth. 

Ill : C. V, VaXDYA 


The Date of Zoroaster v ■ 

The traditional date being unacceptable for the very cogent reasons 
given by Keith 1 , there remains only the literary evidence to fall 
back^ upon for this purpose. This cannot give any certain result, 
but is important in so far as it serves as a check on other methods. 
The result thus arrived at is that Z. cannot be placed below ;oo B.C., 
for the metres of his Gath as are certainly more archaic than those 
of the Rgveda. The padas of the Gathas of Z. are regulated only 
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by the number of syllables and a fixity as to the caesura. Even 
the number of syllables is not always the same in verses of the same 
order . 1 In the Rgveda, as Arnold has shown, there is regularity as 
to quantity, as well as to the other features noted above. And when we 
remember that in the later Avesta almost the same sloka metre 
prevails as in later Sanskrit (a fact that impelled the great authority on 
ancient Indo-Aryan metre 2 to postulate the communication of this kind 
of metrical composition by Indian bards who might have travelled to 
Persia), we cannot get away from the fact that the metres of ' the 
Gathas are more primitive than those of the earliest Vedic bards. 

Secondly, the language of the Gathas is in some respects more 
ancient than that of the Rgveda. The Indo-European short e and 0 are 
still there, which are not to be found in the Vedas. The Gathic "pre- 
serves the pronominal forms ma- and thwa- ; the first persons in the 
primary form of the thematic verbs have the form a ; the plural neuter 
has the verb in the singular”. 3 All this coupled with the fact that in 
many respects, notably the final long vowel, Gathic agrees with Vedic 
as opposed to Sanskrit and even the language of the Brahmanas, 
makes it very difficult for one to bring down the date of Z. without 
corresponding lowering of the date of the Rgveda. And since the 
latter sits immovably on the Brahmanas, which latter are immovable 
from the sixth century B. C„ the time of the rise of Buddhism, to 
attempt to locate Z. anywhere below 800 B, C. is sheer perversity. 

But there is one more piece of evidence of a more definite 
character. It has been available since long, and its decipherment 
has solved the mystery hidden in the twin words Asura-Deva. 
How did they come to acquire opposite meanings in the two sister 
dialects, Avestan and Vedic ? It has been suggested that it represents 
a religious feud between the speakers of the two dialects.* The question 
would be really solved could we know when it took place. The only 
suggestion which has gained so far any appreciable amount of accept- 
ance is that it took place some time about the supposed separa- 
tion of the two peoples, when the Aryans came down to India. 
This besides being gratuitous, is false and is absolutely opposed 
to all available evidence.* Besides, it is opposed to the fact 

1 Haug, Essays (ed. West), p. 143 - 2 ®-RPP, p. 22, 

3 IHQ, III, p. 686. 4 Haug, Essays. 

5 The Indo-Aryan Invasion — a Myth, IHQ, Dec,, 1928. Fof 
the opposite view, see Ency. Brit., art. Zoroaster. 
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that in the earlier portion of the Rgveda itself Asura has the meaning, 
higher than Deva, at least in no way inferior to Deva. 1 This means 
clearly that Asura degenerated in India after the proto- 1 ndo- Ary an 
tongue had already spread in India and become Vedic and the 
earlier rks had been composed. I summarily reject the theory of 
any portion of the Rgveda having been composed outside India. It 
has been sufficiently dealt with by others. 2 

There is a preconceived idea prevalent in the minds of some scholars 
that there was no intercommunication between the Iranians and the 
Indians for a long time after the spread of the Aryan language in India. 
The fact of the two dialects having the same words with opposite 
meanings presupposes either intercommunication, if the development 
be later, or a religious feud leading to separation, if the development 
took place at the earliest stage. The latter would mean that the Vedic 
should not use Asura in good sense. This is opposed to the present 
evidence. That the Khyber and other passes were closed in the 
pre-Buddhistic period is disproved by the finding in the records 
of Egypt and Turkey of the 15th Century B.C. of Indian names 
and gods 3 , corresponding almost exactly to the tradition of the 
flight of the Bhojas and others for fear of Jarasandha, as recorded in 
the Mahabharata and referred to by me elsewhere 4 . There is Puranic 
tradition about the marriage of Krsna's grandson with the daughter 
of the Asura king Bana, near Meru, s which is probably to be 
connected with Merv, or the king referred to may be of Assyria 
(either Assur-bani-pal or one of his predecessors), the descent of Purus, 
Yadus, from a marriage of Yayati with the daughters of Sukra, 
(without doubt indentifiable with Kai Kaus of Persian tradition) 
and the Asura king of the time. 6 This is a record of a time 
not when the Asuras were still held in esteem, but when they were 


■ 1 Sans. Worterbuch, under asura. Also Keith, Rel. Veda, ch.15, s. i. 

2 Ved. Ind., I, p. 383. See also Keith Rel. Veda, Ch. 15, s.x, where 
the degeneration in the meaning of Asura in India is discussed. 

3 The Aryan Gods of the Mitani People, Sten Konow : for 
other references see Keith, Rel. Veda, p. 5, f, n, 1 and 2, 

4 JBORS, 1920, p. 222 ff„ n. 2 (contd. on p, 223). 

5 HV, Ch. 269. 

6 Mbh, 1, 77-83. For the identification of J§ukra, see Lassen, 
Alt. Ind., I, Anhang, p. LXXX 1 X, f.n. 3 as also Keith, Rel. Veda, 
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thoroughly detested. Could the panegyrists of the kings and of 
Krsna think of such connections if they were not based on' some facts ?' 
But the most telling evidence is the astronomical observation made' 
near about Delhi and recorded in the Parsi Tistrya Yasht, 1 It 
could not travel to Persia or Balkh but through men. There should be, 
therefore, no a priori objection to later religious feud between India 

and Iran. ‘ 

When did daeva acquire the sinister meaning of later Avesta ? In 
the time of Z. it had no such denotation. There is only one certain 
place where it is used in the sense of what in German would be called; 
“an incorporeal” and that is Yas., XXXII, 4. Here too it has got no 
bad sense. Nay, it is used in its original or secondary sense of god : — 
yat yusta framlmatha ya masya acista danto 
vaxsentE; dagvo-zusta. : 


'Thus through your making it has come to pass that the worst 
sinners are called beloved of God 1 . Moulton after Prof. Bartholomae 
says that here there is a reference to the Rgveda and possibly 

it is traceable to Rv, II, 40, 1-2. Commenting on this Moulton 2 

says, “DaSva-zusta, identical with devajusba, a compound found in the 
Rgveda to denote what is acceptable to the Devas. The conscious- 
ness of the older (?) reputation of the Devas is latent”. In all other 

places the word da3va is used in • the sense of “the worshippers of 
Devas.” Thus in Iran we are confronted with the same state of 
affairs as in India. In Iran the earliest records show the two words 
to have good sense. In India the two words have good sense almost 
throughout the whole of the family books of the Rgveda ; the only two 
places in this earlier portion, II, 30, 4 and VIII, 99 , 5 where the St. 
P Lexicon and, following it, Haug 8 say it has the later meaning, 
are not given that meaning by Griffith, and that, rightly. The degenera, 
tion of Asura in India took place about the time of the close of the 
family books and before the completion of the other books ; while 
in Iran, daSva degenerated in sense after Zarathustra. „ 

This gives us the lower limit of Z’s time. He cannot be placed 
after the close of the Rgvedic period. What is the upper limit? 
This question can be answered only by determining who was the 
opponent against whom he so vehemently thundered in the Gathas. 


t pyTi 05 2 Ifcid, p. 356, f. n. 2. 

3 Essays, p. 269. The reference to the 32nd hymn for the 30th 

is a mistake,- 
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“He could not be an Indian”. Why ? No clear answer. It is forgotten 
that so far as is known Devas were worshipped by Indians and 
Indians alone. Mills suggests that they might be some tribes following 
the Rgvedic religion but settled in Afghanistan. That is possible, but 
history does not record any great personality there, such as the 
opponent of Z. must have been. It is not even supported 
by tradition. The name of the opponent as interpreted by modern 
scholarship was Grehma. He was the priest, perhaps, of the opposite 
camp and preached his own peculiar materialistic doctrine which proved 
very embarrassing to Z. for some time, 1 The leader of the opposing 
forces was Bendva. Later Avesta does not know of these names. It 


knows of only one Gaotema. Modern scholars are hard put to it to 
connect this name with history without being guilty of anachronism. 2 3 4 * 
All attempts have so far proved failures. To connect it with Buddha 
is preposterous. His preachers did not reach Iran before the 2nd 
Century B.C. At least neither Buddha nor his followers can be 


said to have met Z. But there is another interesting account 
preserved in Persian tradition. It says that one Senkerakas from India 
had a philosophical contest with Z., and was defeated. 8 Looking 
up the Vedic Index of Names and Subjects, the nearest name 
that we find corresponding to this name is Sarkaraksya and it is 
recorded of him that he with Uddalaka Aruni, who is very often 
called by his family name, Gautama, and also a few others went to the 
land of the Kaikeyas and had a long philosophical discussion with 
their king Asvapati, the result being that he was defeated. Uddalaka 
is a great personality in Vedic tradition and the fact that he is reported 
to have been defeated ( which is the same thing as to have 
been taught there ) has the value of a statement made against 
one’s own interest. A§vapati is the same as Vlstaspa, the possessor of 
horses, or the king of horses 5 and, as I have shown elsewhere, Kaikeyas 
is the sanskritized plural of klk (KlkVkaikiVkaikayas*), the designa- 


1 Gathas, Yas. 32, 9 ff. For Mills’ opinion, see his Gathas in 
English, p. 151 and Preface, p. XVII, XVIII. 

2 Moulton, EZ and ERPP, p, 141 ff. 

3 Desatir, The book of Shet Zartust, 64. If it is taken into 
account that the old Pahlavl script had the same sign for r and n, it 
is quite possible that the name might have read Serkerakas. 

4 Panini, 4, 1, 9 2 and 95 * The whole point has been discussed 

by me in my essay 'Knjnaism and Zoroastrianism,’ which will be 
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tion by which the Kavyas, the tribe to which the patron of Z. belonged, 
were known outside their own camp among their enemies. The location 
of these people by the author of the Ramayan a is outside India near 
Balhlka country.* Their dialect is said to be the principal PaiSaci 
dialect. 3 In the Pahlavl commentary, which is the work of the 
former opponents of Z. after their conversion to Z/s faith (Moulton 
demonstrated it regarding the later Avesta, and the conclusion holds 
good regarding the still later commentary) the unbelieving Kavyas , « 
termed Klks.» Now this story about Jana Sarkaraksya and Uddalaka 
is found in so early works as the Chandogya Upanisad/ and Satapatha 
Br and even here it is described as a long past event. And, no doubt, 
the pupil of Uddalaka, Asur Binda Auddalaki (also called Kusurubindu, 
perhaps owing to palaeographical defect) is mentioned as the name of a 
teacher in the Taittiriya Samhita, almost a contemporaneous work w t 
the last portions of the Bgveda.* These identifications are found to be 

complete but the arguments are too long and varied to be given 
heref I, however, cannot help mentioning here that Haug had long 
before definitely asserted that Grehma of the Gathas is identical wit 
Grtsamada of the Rgveda,* the author of the first book o he 
Gautamas, 7 and one Gatha itself mentions another name dMhe 
opponent teacher as Auruna Xrafastra (Yas , 34, 9 ) [ • - 

Kalpa -a§itrn,® clearly a proper name ; “reddish vermin (Mi Is 
woufd b~ absurd]. Others translate Auruna by wild. That the 

ags ILt 

was the same as Bendva of the Gathas is also suggest ^ y 
many other details. Be it mentioned here that the Mahabharata 
war which is nowhere alluded to in the Brahmanas, which know not 
even Yudhisthira, is only a reproduction of the great religious 
war fought in Iran by the followers of Z. against his opponen 
Darmesteter had the insight to see that many of the mci 
dents described in the Mahabharata were taken from Persian 

<■ - •»«'=- S - W3 “ d Pur5,ja 

Paiicalaksana. 2 ZDMG (1910), Konow, p. * 00 . 

1 Ramayana, II, 68, it • y, xi-x8. & Br. x, 6, x, aff. 

I y^'pp^Tand 1 76 (vol. I). 6 Die Gathas, PP . 175 - 7 * 

l Keiti Rel Ved., p. 1. But I still doubt if it is a proper name 
and not a nick-name meaning the tormentor. 

8 Mills, Die., PP- and 141. 
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traditions, notably the story about the ascent of the five Panda vas 
to Heaven. 1 These and many other points lead one to the conclusion 
that the Mahabharata story is but an enormously enlarged Indian 
version of the Iranian Religious War of Z/s time, sufficiently hinted at 
in the Gathas, described in Ayadgar-i-zarirana and the Shahnama of 
Firdausi and. brought into India by the later Kuru tribes from Uttara- 
Kuru, the Otterkorroi of the Greeks. The Kuru tribe is not 
mentioned in the Rgveda, one Kuru-Sravana being mentioned only in 
the ioth Book, and their Purohitas, the Kasyapas, 2 are mentioned only 
in the 9th Book. The connection of the Persian monarch Cyrus (original 
Kurush) with the Kurus was long ago suspected and this connection is 
supported by the fact that one of the ancestors of the Kurus is said to 
be Valhlka. The mother of Vidura is said to be a Parasavl. 3 Vidura 
dies the death of a Parsi and his body is not allowed to be cremated. 4 
Iiv the Gathas, Vidura is highly respected (Yas„ 28, 4 ; 45, 8). The 
opponent of Z. in the traditional explanation of the Gathas is said 
to be blind. 8 In the Mbh., we have the head of the Kurus described as 
blind, a necessary development due to the distance in space and time. 
The opponents in the Gathas are said to be duse-xsathra — bad rulers ; 
(48. 5) dus-sast-is, evil-teaching (45. i ; 32. 9), etc. In the Mbh. we have 
them as DuhSasana, Duryodhana, etc. the positive of Spitama = Sk. 
'sveta, white, is Pandu here, and the character and name of Yudhisthira, 
a truth-loving man, begotten by Yama, the traditional ancestor of the 
Persiansi and different from Manu, the traditional progenitor of the 
Indians tallages with those of Z, His four brothers, corresponding 
to the font' brothers of Z,, his excessive regard for the dog, 

1 JBBRAS, IV, p. 97. 

2 V.I., vol. I, pp. 145 and 165. Kaurayana cannot be connected 
with Kura. KaSyapa has been connected with the Caspian Sea, and he 
is the father of the Asuras. The first Zoroastrian city in India was 
called Kasyapapura (HPI, p. 79). Mrgas are said to be the 
Brahmanas of Sakadvlpa, from where the Zoroastrians were imported 
by the son of Krsna (VP, II, 4, 69-70), and Asita Mrgas are the sons 

. of Kasyapa, and were the Purohitas of the Kuru king Janamejaya 

, (v.i. 1, 4 )> ■ - ■ . 

3 Lassen,. I, A., I, p. 635. .... 

4 Mbh, V, 25. It is very curious that Yudhisthira wants to 
cremate Vidura, but a voice from heaven says, he must not be cremated, 

5 Mills, Gathas, 31, 10, Taraporewala, Selections, pp, 36-7. 
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inexplicable by Indian traditional habits , 1 his regard for the 
Sun , 2 and his total absence from the Samhitas (and Brahmatjas) 
though his traditional ancestors, Vicitravlrya, Pratlpa, Santanu, 8 
as also his descendants, Pariksit and Janamejaya 4 with their 
brothers are mentioned, prove that his name was introduced 
into India later and that he was the same as Z. That would explain 
the original favourable treatment of the Kauravas in the Mbh. and 
the retouching of the epic on the arrival of the Spitama-Pandavas later 
in India. In the Buddhist account the Pandavas are at least in 
one place described in a very bad light.® But the first convert to 
Z.’s faith was Maidyo-i-maunha, Sk. madhyamasa — middle moon, black 
moon — Krsnacandra. And nothing is known of his early history 


1 See Contra Gautama Dharma Sutras, xv, 24, 32, 33 ; Apas- 

tamba Dharmasutras, 1, 5, 15, 16-17; 7 , l 7 > 20 (SEE, II). 

2 Mbh., Ill, 3. Yudhisthira does penance and worships the 
Sun silently, and calls him Mihira also, the name under which he 
is worshipped by the Parsis even today. Yudhisthira is called ‘The 
World Teacher’ (Ibid, ch. 24, v. 4 (929) ) who knows everything of this 
world. He is worshipped by Vyasa, Saunaka, “and other ascetic 
Brahmanas, in the same way as Rsis worship Indra” (ibid, ch. 26, v. 25 
( 995 ))- Later he is even called God (ibid, bk XV, it). He, like 
Z., was attempted to be burnt alive, but was saved. His ancestor 
was Puru as Z.'s was Pourushaspa. In Jaina Harivamsa he is said 
to have gone to Pallava-desa in the North of India and became muni 
and remained there till the end of his life (Sargas 64 and 65). 

3 V. I„ .1, p. 377 ; II, 33. 

4 Ibid, I, pp. 273-4, 493. Pargiter, I. H, Tradition, pp. 113-4. 
Pargiter tries his best to support the Puranic account of there being 2 
Janmejayas with a Parlkslta as father arid 3 brothers having their names 
as ^rutasena, Ugrasena and Bhlmasena, But the utmost confusion 
in the Puranic geneology at this point is best explained by taking 
them as trying to introduce a new name without breaking from the 
Vedic account totally. The Vedic literature knows only one Janme- 
jaya Parlksita, and he was at least for a period against the Iranian 
priests, the Asitmrgas, KaSyapas, and his brothers are also reported 
to have been anti-Magists, as can be clearly gathered from the story 
of their having beaten the heavenly dogs, for which they had to 
atone heavily (Mbh., I, 3ff.). 

5 Jataka no., 536. 
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in the Brahraanas excepting that he was an anti-Vedist and the 
pupil of the Terrible Augirasa. As from the Gathas Z ,’s regard for 
the Angirasas is apparent , though he expresses his difficulty also in 
having a term for those Angirasas who were opponents of the good 
religion, 1 * * his thunderings against the Daevas might will have earned 
for him the nickname of Ghora among the Indians. Geldner’s theory 
that Zarathustra belonged to the 14th century B.C. seems to be correct, 
for Krsna’s date according to the Puranas as calculated by Mr. Jayaswal 
comes to about that time. His contemporaneity with Uddalaka is 
proved by the fact that he was the class fellow and therefore a contem- 
porary of Utahka (Mbh. I, 2 & XIV, 53f ). 

An investigation into the etymology of the name of the Parsi 
Prophet makes the case for the 14th century B.C. very strong. Bartho- 
lomae discreetly left the point untouched. Others see the w'ord to 
contain ustra. But while the Christians take it to mean a camel, 
the Parsis take it to mean light. As regards the first part of the 
word, there is greater uncertainty. But all are agreed on one 
point that the th in it ought to have been ta or tf The th in the 
middle of the word, they seem to imply, cannot give any intelligible 
Avestan word. The real problem is to explain how this sound entered 
the word. So far as is known there is only one rule in Sanskrit which 
aspirates an unaspirated sound in any word. It is that when an element 
having an aspirate consonant loses its aspiration on being joined to 


any word, the aspiration is thrown back or forward on the last or the 
initial unaspirated consonant -dagh'>*dagh-t‘>dhak ; duhVdhuk ; 8 
rabhtaVrab-dha ; runadh-tiVrunad-dhi ; rundh-tamVrund-dham. 4 The 
operation of this most natural physical law of sound changes would have 
very simply explained the whole mystery round Zarathustra. If the 
t of the last portion were originally an aspirate which became an un- 
aspirated sound owing to the peculiar phonology of Avestan 
which does not allow the surd aspirants x, th and f to appear 
(with an immediately preceedxng s or written n) “as answer- 
ing to older aspirate, ’ 0 the preceding t would be naturally aspirated 
into th.^ And this gives us a good and intelligent meaning. 

Sthiia as the last component of an Avestan word would instead of 
appearing as *-stira or *-stara, by another rule of syncopation 




1 Yas., 43, 15 ; 44, ia 

3 V. G. S. § 54. 

5 Jackson, Av, Gr„ S, 78. 


Av. Gr., p. 239. 

Ibid, § 626 (a), (c), 69. 
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in compounds, appear as -stra, 1 the preceding a changing the j into 
sh according to another law similar to Sk. 2 Sthira in compounds 
means powerful, e.g., jatusthira, “naturally powerful” (Rv, II, 13, n ; 
see Ved. Ind. I, 2S8). The whole word Zarathushtra has an adjectival 
meaning, though of course capable of being used as a noun. 
This aspect of the matter has not been considered by those who 
insist on seeing the camel in ustra. For if Zarathushtra means “the old 
camel” or the ‘‘the sorrel camel” (Mills), what would Zarathushtrotema 
mean — camelest ?* When this objection occurred to me I naturally 
turned to what my Parsi brethern had to say on the point, and I 
found that I was anticipated though differently ( I refer to Tara- 
porewala, Zarathushtra, pp. 23-4). Haug failed in observing it. 3 
This superlative had been in use in Iran from a very early time 
and denoted the Chief ruler of the Iranian Polity. 4 5 But he even 
makes the mistake against which he protests, and accepts another 
suggestion of taking ustra to mean light. So far as Vedic is concerned 
the pontiffic decision of S. W. B. is against any such conjecture and 
as regards Avestan, I know of no such use, nor is any cited. The 
only word, then that would give an adjectival meaning, as also -stra 
as the last element of the word in question is -sthira. The word that 
would then fit in similarly with the first element would be either 
jaritus (of a singer) or hartus (of him-who-takes-away, a fighter’s). 
Both give good sense, but both have got objections to meet. Let 
us see which to accept. 

(a) *Jaritusthira, singer’s power. This would be supported by 
the fact that he preached by singing, as also by the fact that his 
nearest equivalent name among the Vedic bards was Jarutha by which 
he was probably known, for the person named Jarutha is hostilely 
referred to in the RV. in three places® as having been burnt and 


1 Ibid, S. 876. 

2 Macdonell, V. G. S., S. 67 (c). Av. Gr„ S. 155. 

* The affix ‘tama’ may also come after nouns in the Vedic lan- 
guage. Cf. Kanvatama = the greatest of the Kanvas. I 1 V, I, 48, 4 -Ed, 

3 Haug, Essays, etc., pp. 296-7. 

4 Yas. XIX, 17-18. The translation cannot be The Head of 
the Church, 

5 V.I., I. 279, RV. vii. x, 3 ; 9, 6 ; x. 80, 3. The lightning is 
inferred from the fact that in x. 80, 3, Agni is said to have burnt 
jarut “.from .the waters.” 

JUNE, 1929 *3 


270 


THE DATE OF ZOROASTER 


destroyed by lightning. Sayana, followed by Ludwig and Griffith, 
calls him an Asura, 1 * * * and the Greek tradition about Z. records 
that he was killed by lightning.® The name Jarutha is derived by 
Sayana from -/gr, to sing, saying ; it means one who makes loud 
sound. But the defect is that it cannot be eliminated. 

(b) *Hartusthira, of a fighter, powerful. This is supported by the 
Gathas. They open with the wail of the Soul of the Kine for 
'‘energetic help," and end with k fierce call to arms * 

“attack those deceivers and quick let it be” — even as Krsna 
ended, yudhasva, — fight. 

It is further supported by the Parsi tradition 11 * about his 
having died fighting while defending his fire temple. 

But all this is based on the supposition that the law of aspira- 
tion in internal sandhi might be taken to have worked in exter- 
nal sandhi as well, besides that Gathic instead of having its own form 
in its own way simply copied it from Vedic, for the Avestan Gen, 
form of hartr would, on the analogy of datr, be zarthro or *zarithro.® 
This is not so. Zarathushtra has as its last element an adjective, and we 
have already noticed that its superalative was freely used to designate 
the chief of the Iranian polity.® The last element must be the 
representative of -sthira. We further know that this element was in 
Vedic times used to form compounds and at least one of them was used 
as a proper noun, Jatu-sthira and Havi-sthira, 7 Then, is there no 
way out ? Is there any reason why we should divide the word between 
th and u — zarath and ustra only, especially when it makes no sense ? 
Why not zarathu-stra ? Tu and thu are two of the 47 principal 
primary suffixes that were used in the ancient language to form 
derivatives. 8 Zarathu is then quite as good and regular a form 
as any that we know of and the most doubtful suggestion of Mills* 
and Jackson 10 and others that the word had acquired irregularity 
in the course of usage, is less than useless. The citation of harifStfsva 


1 Comm, on X. Bo, 3. 2 Taraporewala, Zarathushtra, p. 32. 

3 Mills, Gathas in English Verbatim, Yas. 53, 8 ; p. 196. 

4 Taraporewala, Zarathushtra, p. 32. 

5 Jackson, Av. G.S., p. 322. 

6 Yas. XIX, 18, xxvi, 1 See Taraporewala, Zarathushtra, p. 24 

. and his Selections, p, igr. 

7 V.I. I. pp. 223, 282. 8 Av. Gr. SS. 7S9, 790, 794- 

9 Mill's, Die., p. 496(1118). xo Av. Gr. S. 869, note. 
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and haridaSva does not prove anything, for they are quite regular 
forms.* Rather the fact that these are quite regular forms in Sk., 
and the word zarathushtra is found in its present form for the first 
time in the earliest record as the name of a person who was early 
deified,® and whose name therefore, should have been very much 
respected and cared for, totally disproves any such hypothesis. 
Zarathushtra, therefore, means ‘'in-fight-steadfast/’ regard being had 
for the fact that it was used in very early times as a designation 
of the Chief-ruler (ratu, not Head-priest as is generally translated) of 
the Iranian Polity. It also fits in with the fact that in the Gathas 
themselves he is declared to have been sent by God in response to' 
the wail of the Soul of the Cow, It may be noted here that according 
to Haug this was not the name of the prophet, but simply a title— 
Spitama being his real name. 1 2 3 * 

This etymology helps us in fixing the age of the prophet. 
For, we find that in the Indian tradition not only is there an 
exact counterpart of Z. having similar personal and family names 
(Pandavu Yudhischira = Spitama Zarathushtra), four brothers, descend- 
ed from Puru, worshipper of Truth, closely connected with Yama 
and the Asuras, himself said to have been connected with them 
through blood, his palace having been built by Asura Maya (which 
may be a Prakrit form of maga, attracted to Sk. maya, or maya) 
deified early (at least as regards Arjuna, even in P&nini’s time)/ 
if not himself, at least his close companian, Krsna, being the first 
to raise the respect for the cow into religion. The noble, innocent 
beast though called aghnya, sometimes in the Rgveda, was freely eaten, 
down to the times of the Dharma-sutras — Gau tama, xvii, 27-37 ; Apas- 
tamba, 1, 6, 17, 30-1 ; the injunction of Vrhannaradiyam, 22, 16 
against performing its sacrifice in kaliyuga rather suppports 
Krsna’s claim to his being the first real Gopa. 5 For only. 


1 S. W. B. 

2 Yas. 42, 21. 3 Haug, Essays, p. 297. 

4 Panini, iv, 39Sff-> cf. IH Q, (1926), pp. 186-8,— a note on this 

point by K. G. Subrahmanyam. Yudhisthira is actually mentioned 
to have been worshipped by the great Brahmanas, as the rsis wor- 
shipped Indra.— Mbh„ Ill, 26. There are the statues of the Panda- 
vas worshipped at ICuruksetra. At Allahabad near the fort, people 
worship the images of the five Pandavas, 

e Cf. Yas. 29, See also Guthrie, The Hymns of Zoroaster, ip.- 
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thus can we interpret the Govardh ana-lila of Krsna, who is called 
Indra of the Cows in the Puranas but Asura in the Buddhist 
literature, a suggestion which is very strongly supported by the Hari- 
vamiia, (chs. 958 ., JBORS, 1920, p. 227), which, as against all the 
Puranas, preserves a genealogy according to which Krsna was des- 
cended from an Asura Madhu, for which reason he was called Madhava 
(this word is, in my deliberate opinion, a vernacularised or sanskritised 
form of maidhyoi maonha, or may be of Mazda). Him the Atharva 
(Weber, Hist. Sk. Lit. pp. 147, 304) and the Rg-vedas (viil, 96, 13-15, so, 
taking Amsumati== Yamuna, with Sayana and agreeing with Sitanath 
Tatvabhushan, Krishna and the Puranas, p. 14) also call Asura. 
Besides, Yudhisthira was also called a Partha, suggesting connection 
with Parthia of Iran, PandavaSresfcha or Pandavatama, almost 
exactly equal to Spitama and the “Song” of “Bhaga” (=Baga, the 
equivalent of deva in Avesta) of Krsna, has the same features to 
distinguish it from the other portion of Hindu literature ot his time, — 
Upanisads, Brahmanas ; the emphasis on action, and the right of every 
man and woman, not excluding the Sudras, to receive his teachings, 1 
coupled with the fact that Yudhisthira’s name and also those of his 
father and brothers are not mentioned in the Brahmanas and 
his Pars! characteristics noted above, — all point out that Zarathushtra 
was turned into Yudhisthira in India, long, long after the end 
of the ministry of Krsna Candra Mad ha va-M aidhyoi-maonha of the 
GathSs.* The latter disappears from the Iranian world after Z. 


XXII. The corresponding wail of the Indian cow occurs not in Mbh., 
or the Visnu Purana but in the Purana of Bhaga-Bhagavata. 

1 Ency, Brit., nth art. Zarathushtra ; Taraporewala, Zarath 

ushtra, 65-7 ; Yas. xxx, ix, 2, 46, 12 ; See Tilak’s, Gita Rahasya. Cf, 
Gita, xii IS ; ix, 30, 32. — e. ' ' ( : 

2 The story of the Iranian Religious war mus t have travelled 
to India, especially as the Kurus were closely connected with the 
contending parties, This formed the nucleus of the pro-Kuru original 
epic by popular tranference. Later when Krsnaism gained ground pro- 
Pandava elements were introduced, Z„ who in vedic times was known 
either as Jarutba or Ghora Angirasa, was correctly translated into 
Yudhisthira. Otherwise how to explain his total absence from vedic 
literature and the fact that the whole of the war portion, of Mbh. 
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At this time might have occurred at least some of the wars 
between Devas and Asuras referred to in the Brahmanas. 1 2 But 
Krsna’s time is not recorded .in the Puranas with any degree of exact- 
ness. The only person of his time about whom there is any exactness 
is Pariksit. (This record is another evidence of there having been 
no such war in India as is recorded in the Mahabharata, and there 
having been no such person as Yudhisthira, for otherwise their date was 
more important to be remembered than that of Pariksit). But in the 
Vedic and Brahmanical literature, Pariksit and his successor’s reigns 
are very highly praised 3 and therefore their dates are remembered in 
the Puranas. The period from the birth of Pariksit to Mahapadma’s 
coronation is given there as 1015 or 1050 years (Pargiter, The 
Dynasties of the Kali Age, pp. 58, 74). The latter event has been 
fixed, though not with exactness, in the 4th cent. B.C. (372 ? B.C.), (V. 
Smith, Early History of India, 3rd ed., p. 48). This date is corroborated 
by many other dates and cannot be said to be a later invention, for it 
goes against the prevailing belief that the war took place in the begin- 
ning of the Kali era, some thing like 2500 years earlier. In the 
Brahmanas, Janamejaya is never mentioned as a contemporary person 
but one of the past age. Thus Krsna cannot belong to any date 
after the I4th-i5th century B.C. (Cf. Jayaswal, JBORS, 1916). 
And so Zarathushtra. This is not only in accord with Geldner’s view* 


1 Haug, Essays, pp. 270-1 ; Taraporewala, Zarathushtra, pp. 
1 1-2, It may be of great importance to note here that the boyhood 
legend of Krsna, about which there is almost a concensus of opinion 
among scholars, is a later development, being not found in the Mbh. 
It is found in the Shahnama ; only it is there related in relation to 
Kaikhusro. Was this a still later importation ? See Shahnama (Nawal- 
kishore press), pp. 12911. ; for a brief reference, see Persia (The Story 
of the Nations), pp. 6 iff. We find similarly that the story of Yayati’s 
marriage with the Asura maidens is nowhere referred to in the 
Brahmanas or the Vedas. See Shahnama, p. 102. It is to be 
remarked that this story is related of Kaikaus, the same person (Sukra- 
carya of Indian tradition) whose daughter is in that way said to 
have been married to Yayati, Mbh., I, chs. 77-83. Similar is the case 
with some other parts of the Mahabharata story. 

2 Atharvaveda, xx, 127, 7-10 ; V. L, I, pp. 520, 493-4 ; 

* Geldner has subsequently changed his view materially, 

p. 18, n. 2.— Ed. . • 
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but is supported by the cuneiform record of Assyria, where Assara 
Mazas, Asura Mazda, on all accounts a word coined by Zarathushtra, 
appears on a record of about 1500 B.C . 1 

The conclusion at which, therefore, we arrive is as follows 
Z.’s date after the 8th cent. B.C. is impossible, but before the 8th 
cent. B.C. certain, and in the 15th cent. B.C. most probable. 

JAINATH Pati 


On some fiscal terms occurring in the Ancient 
Indian Land-grants 
1 

Hiranya 

In the Ancient Indian inscriptions recording the royal grants of 
land at least from the end of the 5th century onwards 2 a clause 
is frequently found to the effect that the donation is made with the 


I Moulton, ERPP, pp. 5 7, 73. The discovery of the inscription 
cannot disprove the otherwise most probable view that Mazdah is the 
special revelation of Z. It would simply fix the date of Z, (Cf. my 
essay— Krsnaism and Zoroastrianism). For the originally anti-Vedic 
character of Bhagavatism, see Canda, The Indo-Aryan Races, pp. 
98-107. 

Abbreviations explained : — VI=Vedic Index; IHQ = Indian 
Historical Quarterly; ERPP — Early Religious Poetry of Persia; 
Rel. Ved.*= Keith’s Religion and Philosophy of the Veda; 
HV— HarivamSa ; Alt. Ind, = Alterthumskunde (Indische) ; EZ- Early 
Zoroastrianism ; Moulton, Die, — Dictionary (of the Gathas) ; Mbh — 
Mahabharata ; IHT = Indian Historical Tradition. Av. Gr. =Avesta 
Grammar ; VGS=Vedic Grammar for Students ; Yas.=Yasnas of the 
A vesta ; S. W. B. = Sanskrit Worterbuch ; H PD = H adivala, Paris of 
Ancient India ; VP ~ Visnu Purana. 

2 One of the earliest land-grants mentioning the term hiranya 
is the Khoh copper-plate inscription of the Uccakalpa Maharaja 
177 G E 

Jayanatha, dated £ Q Q _ y AC (Fleet, Gupta Inscriptions no. 14). 
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hiranya and other dues of the king, while the inhabitants of the 
village (or part of the village) in which the land is situated are 
required to pay to the donee thenceforth the customary hiranya and 
other revenues, Hiranya as a revenue term occurs likewise in the 
Rajadkarma and N%ti sections of the Smritis and Puranas (cf. Gaut, X, 
25, Visnu III, 24, Manu VII, 130, Agnipurana ccxiii, 27 etc.). The 
Arthasastra, though it does not include hiranya in its regular list 
of constituents of the body of income (ayaharlram), 1 refers to it 
as a branch of the king’s revenue. Thus in the chapter relating to 
the duties of the Samaharta (“Collector-General,” “Obereinnehmer’’) 2 * 
we are told that this officer should prepare a written record ( nibandha ) 
specifying inter alia the contributions payable by the villagers 
severally and collectively under the heads of grain, domestic animals, 
hiranya, forced labour and so forth. In the traditional story of 
the origin of kingship recorded by the Arthasastra 8 the people having 
chosen Manu, the son of the Sun, as their king, fix of the crops, ^ 
of merchandise as well as hiranya as his share. In the similar 
story that has been preserved in the Mahabharata 4 * 6 * the people, 



having obtained Manu as their king by the favour of the god Brahma, 
promise to pay him 5 \ of domestic animals as well as hiranya and 
X V of crops. 

The meaning of the term hiranya in the above contexts has 
not yet been satisfactorily solved. It has been most often translated 
as ‘gold’,® though other explanations have also been suggested.® 
The usual translation, however, has been found to throw, so little light 
upon its specific character that various attempts have been made 
further to solve the mystery. Thus it has been suggested in connexion 
with the occurrence of the term in the Smritis that it is either ‘a 


1 Ibid,, II, 6. 2 Ibid., II, 35. 

3 Ibid., I, 13. 4 XII, 67,17-32. 

5 Cf. the trs, of Biihler in SBE II, p. 227, Ibid. XXV, p. 237, Jolly 

Ibid. VII, p. 16, Fleet, GJ n p. 124 ; Shamasastry, Arthasastra tr., 2nd 
ed, p. 173 ; Meyer, Das Arthasastra des Kautilya , p, 225. Also cf. 

N, G. Majumdar ( Inscriptions of Bengal, part III, Rajshahi, 1929), 
who translates samasta-rafabhofa-hara-hiranya-pratyayali as ‘(with) , all 
the income such as taxes and gold enjoyed by the king’. -i 

6 Cf. the trs, ‘payment in money’ (Kielhom in Ep. Ind., VII. 

p. 160), ‘the tax in money’ (Senart, Ibid,, pp. 61-62), and ‘tax in 

cash’ (Vogel, Antiquities of the Chamba State , pp. 167-169). 
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tax on the hoard* or 'a tax on the capital of the annual income’. 1 A 
more desperate explanation that has been offered 2 is that it refers 
to the right of the State to the gold and probably other mines as well. 

The current explanation of hiranya in the sense of gold as mention- 
ed above may be proved to be unsound on the following grounds : — 

{a) In the Smrti texts referred to above hiranya is usually 
joined with * pa'sti ’ (domestic animals) and it occurs in the 
same context as the crops, trees, roots, fruits, flowers, 
leaves, grass and so forth among the recognised sources of 
the king’s revenue. It therefore evidently belonged to the 
group of taxes relating to the simple agricultural and 
industrial products of a village. 

(b) In the land-grants hiranya is often 3 conjoined with bhaga- 
bhogakara which, as we shall presently see, has to be under- 
stood in the sense of the king’s customary grain-share 
called bhaga in the ArthaSastra and ball in the Smrtis. 
In other cases 4 it is joined with dhanya or (the king’s share 
of) the crops. Hiranya , therefore, was a tax of the same 
nature as the king’s grain-share which was paid in kind. 

(c) It is extremely improbable for a state like that contemplated 
in the Smrtis to draw part of its normal revenue from gold 
whether we understand by it a tax on the accumulated 
hoard of the metal or a tax on the income estimated in gold 
currency. 5 

The clue to the correct explanation of hiranya is to be sought 
in some characteristic forms of the Indian land-revenue known to 
later times. In the mediseval period of Indian history while pay- 
ments of the land-revenue (before the revenue reform of Todar 
Mall) were made in kind, certain special classes of crops were 


1 N. C. Bandyopadhyaya, Kautilya , pp. 139, 140. 

2 See Beni Prasad, The State in Ancient India , p.302. With 
the above may be compared Mr. R. D. Banerji’s tr. of sa-hiranya 
in some of the land-grants (e.g. Ep. Ind„ XIV, no. 23. Ibid., XV, 
no. 18) as ‘(with the right of mining) gold’, 

3 Cf. Ep. Ind ., 1 , no. 10, Ibid., II, no. 23, Ibid., Ill, no. 7, Ibid., 
IV, no. 29, Ibid., VII, no, 22, Ibid., XIV, no. 13 etc. 

4 Cf. Ep. Ind „ f, no. 13. Ibid., IV, no. 8, Ibid,, VI, no. 28, 

5 Furthermore, hiranya not only means ‘gold’ but it has also the 
genera] sense of any precious metal. 
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always assessed In cash. 1 In the light of these examples it may 
be justifiably concluded that the ancient hiranya was a tax of this 
nature. It was, in other words, a tax in cash levied upon certain 
kinds of crops, as distinguished from the tax in kind which was 
charged upon the ordinary crops. 


Bhagabhogakara 

Like hiranya the term bhagabhogakara may be traced in the 
ancient Indian land-grants at least from the end of the 5th century 
after Christ. 2 It is not known to the literature of the Smrtis, nor 
as a revenue-term in the Arthasastra. It has been usually taken to 
consist of three distinct items bhaga i bhoga and kara and translated 
accordingly. 3 A clue towards its correct interpretation is supplied 
by a passage in the Arthasastra, 4 where persons occupying fields 
and embanked reservoirs (setu) from private owners on condition 
of bkagabhoga are distinguished from those who hold the same on 
condition of avakraya, prakraya, adki (mortgage) and so forth. Here 
bkagabhoga is explained by G. Sastrl to refer to the condition of 
paying a specific share of the resulting product. We may, then, 
take bhagabhogakara as a tax (kara) of the nature of a specific portion 
of the agricultural produce payable to the king. It is, in other words, 
the king’s grain-share indicated by the terms bhaga and ball in 
the Arthasastra and the Smrtis respectively. 


Coravarjjam , sacauroddkarana 

The ancient Indian land-grants from the close of the 5th century 
onwards frequently contain the clause that the donation is made 


1 See BadetvPoweil, Land-Systems in British India , vol. I, 
pp. 273, 274. Cf. Aind-Akbari, Blochmann and Jarrett’s tr,, vol II, 
p. 65 5 Forbes, RasMala^ p. 571. 

2 See the Khoh Grant of Jayanatha mentioned above. 

3 Cf, the trs. of Mr. R. D. Banerjee (Bp, Ind n XIV, no, 23 ; Ibid., 
XV, no, i8, etc.) as ‘shares, right of easement taxes’, and of Vogel 
(ioc, cit, pp. 167-169). On the other hand Kielhorn (Bp, Ind, } Vli, 
p, 160) translates it as 'share of the producer*. 

JUNE, 1929 ~4 
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car&varjjatH, or cauravarjjaM* 1 * Fleet" translated this expression 
as ‘with, the exception of the right to fines imposed upon thieves', 
while Vogel 8 took it to signify that the donee was excluded from 
the special privilege of persecution of thieves such as was connoted 
by the term cauroddharana . Both these explanations may be 
shown to be untenable on the following grounds : — ■ 

(a) The context in which the term invariably occurs shows 
that it was an immunity granted in favour of the donee 
and not a right reserved for himself by the donor, 

{p) There is not the slightest vestige of authority to show that 
the transfer of the rights of jurisdiction was ever contem- 
plated as possible in respect of the pious grants of land, 

(c) Whatever might have been the case with the minor offences, 
jurisdiction over thieves was not certainly exercised by 
the village authorities. Hence the question of its transfer 
would not arise in connexion with the grants of single 
villages or village lands mentioned in the inscriptions. 

We propose to connect the expression coravarjjam and its equi- 
valents with a kind of tax imposed upon the villagers for 
protection against thieves, in other words, for maintenance of the 
village police, In favour of this view may be mentioned the fact 
that the Arthasastra 3 includes corarajju (‘rope for binding thieves') in 
the list of the king's receipts under the head country-part (rastra), Now 
is one place 3 we are told that while the village headman is to be 
liable for loss suffered by the caravan within the village limits, the 
superintendent of pastures {vivltadhyaksd) is to be responsible for loss 
on the village boundary, and the officer charged with arresting thieves 
(corarajjukd) is to be liable for loss in a place which is not pasture 
land/ It is legitimate to suppose that the function of tracking 
criminals thus entrusted to the cararajjuka would entail the collec- 
tion of a fee or tax from the villagers, and that this was indicated by 
the term corarajju, In modern times, too, the tax for the main- 


I For the earliest examples see Fleet, Gupta Inscriptions , nos. 

21, 23, 27. Other terms of a similar nature are coradrokavarjjawi 
(6*. /., no. 25, Ep* Ind>, VIII, no, 28, etc,) and corarajapathyakari - 
varjjam (Ep, lnd n XI, 31 , XII, 3, etc.). 

3 u > 6 - 3 n, 34. 

4 A very similar rule occurs in Yajnavalkya, II, 271, 
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tenance of the village-police is a well-known institution under the 
name cauhidarl. 

In the land-grants of the Pala kings and the Rampal grant of 
Srtcandra one of the clauses is that the grant is made with the 
cauroddharana. This expression was understood by Vogel 1 to 
mean that the special privilege of persecution of thieves correspond- 
ing to the infangtheof of Old English law was conferred upon the 
donee. Another explanation is suggested by Mr. N. G. Mazumdar 
who translates the expression® as ‘with police-protection.’ Both these 
interpretations are unsatisfactory. As we have already observed, 
there is no authority for the supposition that the grant of rights 
of jurisdiction was ever contemplated in the case of holders of pious 
grants. Again, there seems to be no reason why the privilege of 
protection should be conferred only upon such classess of persons. More- 
over, the cauroddharana is mentioned in a list of oppressions (piclanas) 
from which exemptions are granted to the donee in the inscriptions of 
Ratnapala and Indrapala, kings of Pragjyotisa, while an inscription 
of king Balavarman specifies that the land assigned to the donee 
is not to be entered by a number of oppressors among whom are 
included the cauroddharanika. A In accordance with the explanation 
of coravarjjam given above, we propose to take cauroddharana 
to mean that the tax for maintenance of the village police was 
assigned to the donee along with the land itself. 


Da'saparadha , paficaparadha 

A frequent clause contained in the ancient Indian land grants 
from the beginning of the seventh century onwards, 4 is that the land 


1 Loc. cit., p. 129, Cf. Mr. R. D. Banerjee’s translation of 
cauroddharana ( Ep . Ind., XIV, no. 23 ; Ibid., XV, no. 18) with right of 
extirpation of robbers. 

2 Loc. cit. 

3 JASB, 1896-1897. The grants of Balavarman, Ratnapala and 
Indrapala are assigned by Hoernle dates approximating to 990, 1010-50 
and 1060 A. C. respectively. 

4 One of the earliest recorded instances containing this clause 

n Q/y f* "C* 

is the Maitraka grant elated- ^. Q ~ ,p c • For tiie fuller forms see Ep, 
Ind., Ill, 9,36, VII, etc. 
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is granted to the donee sadasctparadka or in the fuller form sadanda- 
dasaparadha . This expression was taken by Fleet 1 2 to imply the 
donee’s right to the proceeds from fines for the commission of ten 
offences by the villagers. Fleets’ explanation has been followed by 
all later writers. The only difference of opinion on this point has 
centred upon the list of specific offences referred to in the clause in 
question. Fleet himself held it to consist of 3 specified sins 
of the body, 3 of the mind and 4 of speech. On the other hand, Jolly * 
connected it with a list of ten grave offences mentioned by Narada, 
while Hiralal 3 identified it with a series of ten offences mentioned in 
the Sukranlti (III, 6). 4 A recent writer, 5 after justly pointing out the 
improbability of offences of the mind being made the subject of legal 
punishment, prefers to take the phrase in the sense of judicial fines 
in general. Leaving these minor points out of account the fundamental 
objection that may be urged against Fleet’s interpretation of dasapara - 
dha is that there is no authority for the view that the grant of rights 
of jurisdiction to holders of religious grants was contemplated in the 
ancient times. The phrase undoubtedly stands for a kind of income 
accruing to the king from the villages, since the Cambay grant of 

the Rastrakuba Govinda IV dated — - 6 includes the income 

93° a.C# 

from damparadha with the contributions in grain and domestic 
animals in a list of the king’s receipts (; utpatpi ). Its precise nature 
in relation to the royal endowments of land is indicated by a Nepal 
grant of the 6th or 7th century recording a king’s dedication of a 
village to a certain Buddhist establishment. 7 There the privileges 
conferred upon the donee are declared among other things to com- 
prise that in case of commission of the five offences, such as theft, 


1 Gupta Inscriptions , p. 189 n. 

2 Reckt und Sitte \ Eng. tr., p. 270. 3 Ep* Irid., , X, p. 47 n. 

4 To the above add B« C. Mazumdar ( JBORS , 1916, p. 53 n), 
who, after mentioning that the phrase was till lately in vogue in 
permanent leases in the Sonepur State, quotes the opinion of some to 

the effect that it included “adultery, assault, defamation and offences 
relating to village roads and water reservoirs.*’ 

5 Beni Prasad, The State , p. 303, 

6 Ep* lnd n VII, p, 36 (Kielhorn’s list of South Indian Inscrip- 
tions, no. 91). 

7 See Sylvain Levi, Le Nepal, III, laser, no, XX, 
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adultery, murder, complicity and so forth, the person alone of the 
delinquent is to be seized by the kings 5 officers. It would thus appear 
that the terms damparadha and paficaparadha in the ancient grants 
involved a remission of penalties for the commission of traditional lists 
of offences by the villagers. 

XX N f Ghoshal 



In my two articles on the Aboriginal Names and the Aboriginal 
Tribes in the Ramayana, an attempt has been made to elucidate the 
language and the customs of the Vanaras and the Raksasas and the 
former have been identified with the Savaras and other Mundari 
tribes of the modern times. It was not possible then to say much 
about the Raksasas of Lanka, of whom the epic gives a fuller account. 
In this paper I propose to study the ways of life of these men and 
show how some of the tribes now living in the hills and jungles 
of the Central Provinces still maintain the ways of life of the Raksasas. 

Before the customs and manners of the people of Lanka are taken 
up for study, it is but necessary to give a little attention to the 
physical features of their lord whom tradition pictures as an un- 
natural being with ten heads and twenty arms. The clan of Lanka 
derived their importance in the story mostly from their leader. All the 
great performances he is said to have achieved are attributed to his 
ten heads and arms of double that number. It is therefore essential 
to observe if the epic really supports this popular belief ; it is only an 
unfounded notion that has somehow caught the minds of the people 
of India . 1 

The epic contains the description of Ravana in all situations. 
There are given the pictures of Ravana asleep, and Ravana dead ; 


i The notion has taken such deep root that it has found its 
way into art. It has become a convention. Any crooked picture of a 
human being with ten faces is taken to represent Ravaga. Even an 
illiterate person recognises the figure of Ravana. 
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Havana on his throne in the council Chamber and Havana in his car 
fighting with his enemies are truly depicted in it. A study of these 
pictures, especially of his appearance in sleep and in death, enables 
us to know his real appearance ; for, it is admitted by our sastras that 
a person however much he disguises his true nature at other times 
reveals himself in sleep and in death. First let us observe him when 
he was taking repose after a day’s activity. 

While Hanuman was going from room to room in Havana's man- 
sion searching for Sita, he saw, in one apartment, the Raksasa king 
lying at full length, sound asleep (V, ic). 1 

15 kahcanahgadasannaddhau dadarsa sa mahatmanah/ 
viksiptau raksasendrasya bhujav indradhvajopamau// 

16 airavatavisanagrair apldana-krta-vranau/ 
vajrollikhita-plnarpsau visnu-cakra-pariksatau// 

17 pinau samasujatatnsau sahgatau balasamyutau/ 
sulaksana-nakhangusthau svangullyaka-laksitau// 

18 samhatau parighakarau vrttau karikaropamau/ 
viksiptau sayane subhre panca-slrsav ivoragau// 

22 tabhyam sa paripurnabhyam bhujabhyam raksaseSvarah// 

In this description every word employed to picture the arms is 
used in dual number, which shows that they were only two in number. 
In the same passage, his head is said to be only one. 

tasya raksasa-rajasya niscakrama mahamukhat : 
here ‘ mukhat is singular ; and also 

mukutenapavrttena kundalojvalitananam ; 
here 'ananam’ also is singular. Because there was only one face, he 
must have only one head and one neck. While sleeping, Havana was 
seen with one head and two arms alone. How did he appear when 
he lay dead in the battle-field ? His brother, Vibhlsana, seeing him 
said (VI, 1 1 2) : 

3 viksipya dlrghau niscestau bhujav angadabhusitau/ 
makutenapavrttena bhaskarakaravarcasa// 

Bhujau and its adjective are in the dual number and imkutena 
in the singular. 


1 The Valmlki Ramayana edited and published by T. R. Krish- 
namacharya of the Madhva Vilas Book Depot, Kumbakonam, has been 
consulted to prepare this paper. 
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Ravana's wives rush into the field and falling on his body lament 
(10). One of them *anke sir ah krtva ruroda , mukkamikmfU Here 
sirah and mukham are in the singular number. Another of his wives 
laments : 


9 ‘upahrtya ca bhujau hatasya vadanam drsfcva 5 , 

Bhujau is dual and vadanam is singular, 

MandodarT, his principal wife, laments describing his face 

(VI, 114, 36) : 

Kirlta-kutoj-jvalitam tamrasyam dlptakundalam/ 



« vaktram na bhrajate// 

Asyam and vaktram are both In the singular number. In the 
pictures of ‘Ravana asleep' and ‘Ravana dead,' he is shown with one 
head and two arms like an ordinary human being. In waking mordents, 
he might appear differently. It is necessary to observe how he is depict- 
ed while he was active. 

After Ravana had revealed himself to Sita in the Paftca-vatl 
cottage, he begins to extol himself by telling her of his glories 
and prowess. Regarding his strength he says (iii. 4 9) : 

3 udvaheyam bhujabhyam tu medinlm ambare sthitah. 

Bhujabhyam is dual and therefore he had only two arms. 

Having taken Sita to Lanka, he showed his mansion, pleasure- 
gardens, jewels, etc. When he found her unmoved, he bowed to her feet 
with his head, saying (III, 56) : 

37 na ca } pi Ravanah kahcin murdhna strlm pranameta ha. 

i Murdhm\ being singular, intimates only one head. In these two 
cases Ravana informs that he had only one head and two arms. 

While struggling with Jatayu, the lord of the Raksasas kicked 
the lord of vultures with his two fists and two legs (III, 51) : 

40 mustibhyam caranabhyam ca grdhrarajam apothayat. 

When Hanuman was about to accost Sita in the Asoka grove, 
he saw some lights approach and concealed himself in the foliage of 
the tree on which he had perched. Amidst the procession, Ravana 
was seen and was at once identified to be the person seen sleeping 
in the apartment in the mansion (V, 18) : 

30 so ? yam eva pura fete puramadhye grhottame. 

This is a sufficient guaran tee that Ravana was unchanged when he woke 
up. The number of his limbs remained the same as when he was 
asleep. 

Hearing Sita curse him for his misbehaviour, Ravaiia looked at 
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her with angry eyes. Here the word for eyes is used in the dual 
number (V, 22) 1 

23 vivrtya nayane krure Janakim anvavaiksata, 
and in the succeeding verses, the words for arms and ear-rings ( bhufa - 
bhyam and kundalabkyam) are used in the dual number alone ; as 
he is said to have only two ear-rings and two eyes it is certain that 
he had one head only. 

When Hanuman was captured by Indrajit and was taken captive 
to the presence of Ravana, the vanara saw the king of Raksasas shining 
with ' sirobhir da'sabhih’ which cannot be taken to signify ten-heads ; 
for, immediately afterwards Ravana is said to shine with ‘purna- 
candrabha-vaktrena (V, 49, 7). Here vaktrena being singular signi- 
fies only one face. Had he really ten heads, he ought to have been 
said to shine with ten faces. 

Similarly in the description of Ravana as he appeared to Surpa- 
nakha, when she ran to Lanka to report about the ignominy done to 
her and the destruction of the Raksasas in the Janasthana, it is said, 
(III, 32) that he was with * vimsatibkujam , dasagrlvant ; but it cannot 
be taken to mean twenty arms and ten heads as in the same passage 
he is said to have two arms : 

nivarayati bahubhyam yah sailasikharopamah. 

Even at the time of war, he is described with one head only. When 
Ravana came into the battle-field for the first time, Rama asks 
Vibhisana (VI, 59) who he was : 

26 asau kirlfez calakundalasyo nagendra-Vindhyopamabhima- 

kayah. 

During the fight that ensued Nila is said to have performed 
a dance from Ravana’ s head to the top of the standard post and 
from the latter on to his head (VI, 59) : 

81 dhvajagre dhanusas eagre kirltagre ca tam harim. 

Here ‘kiritagre’ being singular suggests only one crown and conse- 
quently one head. Even in the final duel with Rama, he is said to 
have only one head ; and when it had been cut off by Rama’s arrow, 
immediately another of the same size, form and appearance, is said 
to have grown in that very place. Every time it had been struck 
off, at once another stood up in that same place. At last quite 
. vexed and tired, Rama sent an arrow into the heart of Ravana and 

killed him (VI, 10 7): 

54 Ravaiiasya siro’cchindacchrlmajjvalitakundalam/ 

' tacchirah patitam bhumau drsfcarn lokais tribhis tada// 
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27 tasyalva sadrsam canyad Ravanasyotthitam sirah/ 
tat ksipram ksiprahastena Ramena ksripra-karina// 

28 dvitlyam Ravanasira schinnam samyati sayakaih/ 
chinnamatram tu tacchirsam punar any at pradrsyate// 

29 tadapyasani-saipkasais chinnam Ramena sayakaih// 

(VI, III) 16 chiksepa para may attas tam saram marma-ghatinam// 

• •** • • • ••• > 4 * •»* ••• 

18 bibheda hrdayam tasya Ravanasya duratmanah// 

19 rudhiraktah sa vegena jlvitantakarah sarah/ 

Ravanasya haran pranan vivesa dharanltalam // 

Then, 22 gatasur bhlma- vegas tu nairtendro mahadyutih/ 

papata syandanad bhumau Vrtro vajrahato yatha// 

It has already been seen that the corpse had only one head and 
two arms. It is strange to observe that, in this description of the 
duel, not even once is Rama said to have chopped off even one arm 
of Ravana y perhaps it was not the object of the poet to say that 



Rama’s purpose was to disable the Raksasa, but to destroy him 
altogether. 

From these evidences it is confirmed that Ravana had one head 
and two arms like any human being. The notion that he had ten 
heads and twenty arms must have been the result of certain inter- 
polators, who, misconceiving the significance of such appellations as 
dahagrwa and dasasya of the Raksasa* lord, had inserted into the 
text of the poem passages or expressions to propagate the meaning 
which they had trusted to be true. These interpolations which had 
grown into the body of the poem before any scholar thought of writing 
a commentary led the commentators to proceed on the lines indicated 
by those interpolations. When Rama-cult grew, everything concerned 
with Rama lost its mundane colour and acquired that superhuman 
gloss that generally attaches to the life of all great men — men 
that had done good to the world at large and attained godhead. 
Thus Ravana was made into a demon of ten heads on the unauthen- 
ticated meaning given to dasagrlva and dasasya found used to name 
Ravana in the original poem. Now since it is discovered that the 
poem does not vouchsafe that meaning but confirms that the king 
of the Raksasas had only one head and two arms, the real significance 
of those names has to be investigated into in future. 

As the study of words is very greatly helped by the ways of 
life followed by the inhabitants of Lanka, it is but meet that the 

JUNE, X929 . ' , , ' 
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latter should be taken up here. A careful study of the epic shows 
how faithfully Valmiki depicted the habits of a living people when 
he described Lanka and its inhabitants. The chief points that 
ethnologists consider for a study of a tribe or clan are found painted in 
word-pictures. The house and the village planning, the social and 
family life, the marriage customs, the funeral ceremony and the 
superstitions are all pictured, true to life, in the poem. When these 
are fully elucidated it becomes possible to identify these Raksasas with 
the tribes that are living in modern India. 

In the Ramayana, three septs of Raksasas are found mentioned. 
Viradha represents one sept and Kabandha represents the sept called 
the Danavas. Kabandha himself says (III, 71, 7) : 

Sriya virajitam putram Danos tvam viddhi Laksmana. 

These Danavas are said to be one of the classes mentioned as purva- 
devas in the NamalihganuSasana. They were hostile to the Lanka 
tribe of Raksasas, because Ravana is designated as * ddnavadeva 
sairuh’ (VI, 59, 143) and ‘ hantaram danavendrandm'. With regard to 
these two tribes, except funeral customs, nothing else are given in the 
poem. With the help of that datum, I have identified them with the 
peoples living now in India (Aboriginal Tribes in India, “Man in India,” 
vol. 5, nos. 1 and 2). 

The Raksasas of Lanka are fully dealt with in the epic. The 
house-construction and the town-planning together with the village 
gods are found described in the Sundara-kanda. A study of this ex- 
poses a good deal of the social life of the Raksasas and the poet has 
described it as understood by a foreigner. 

When Hanuman went to the gate of the city of Lanka, which was 
walled all round, he was challenged by the guardian angel whose 
name was Lanka (V, 3, 45): (Ahaui tu nagar! Lanka svayam eva 
plavangama). 

But he beat her down, and while expiring she told him that the Self- 
existent had told her : 

47 yada tvam vanarah kascid vikramad vasam anayet / 
tada tvaya hi vijneyain raksasam bhayam agatam // 

Because this guardian angel had been vanquished, the city became 
vulnerable not only to Hanuman but to the vanara hordes afterwards, 
d- \\ Such guardians are not said to have existed either in Ayodhya, the 
chief city of Kosala, or in Kiskindhya, the city of the vanaras, This is a 
pecular feature of the Raksasa capital alone. 

Of the tribes living in the hills and jungles of the Central Provinces 
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it is the Kui— Gond tribes that establish a guardian goddess in every 
village. At the entrance into the village is installed the god called 
the NiSan Pennu. It is represented by a round oval shaped stone of 
about 6 to 9 inches in height and it is placed under a tree at the gate. 
That it may not be meddled with by idlers, it is covered with a heap 
of stones arranged in the form of a dome. They believe that, if this 
Pennu is removed from that place, or in any way damaged, some evil 
would befall the village. Either an epidemic would break out or 
the crops would fail. On every festive occasion, the villagers make 
offerings to this goddess so that she may protect them and their wives 
and children. Nisan means the emblem • so she is the emblem of the 
village, or in the words of Valmiki, she is the ‘gramah svayam eva’. 

Passing beyond this, we go into the village in which the houses 
are built in parallel rows leaving streets between them. At the head 
of the main street which is broader than any other in the village, 
is the residence of the headman. A wall or a fence runs all 
round it and is provided with a gate opening into the middle of the 
street. Within this enclosure are houses to serve the needs of the 
family. The kitchen, the store, the bed-room, the cattle shed, are 
all provided for. The garden is behind the dwelling houses and a 
space is set apart within the enclosure for all the villagers to enjoy 
drinks on festive occasions. 

The Kuis are very fond of intoxicating drinks and they use several 
kinds of liquors. Dried mohua flower yields a drink which is much 
praised by these tribes. Ragi or other kind of grain is fermented and a 
liquor is distilled. Fermented porridge of ragi, called Honda,' is an 
essential item at every festival. It gives a very strong intoxication ; 
those who drink it become so intoxicated that they even commit 
murders. A fermented mixture of honey and water also is much liked. 
The Kuis also drink toddy drawn from the sago palm (caryota urem) 

Along with these drinks they like to have some kind of animal 
food. On ordinary days goats and fowls supply dishes ; but on 
festive occasions, buffaloes, cows and pigs are slaughtered ; all kinds ■ 
of birds except the crow, which they consider to be their friend, are 
eaten by them. Animals from the smallest reptile to the biggest 
buffalo, with the exception of the dog and the jackal, are eaten. 

Women wear a great variety of neck-ornaments 
cowries or trinkets ; bangles and wristlets are worn from t 
to the elbow; anklets of the S type adorn their feet wb ;, ~ * 
is provided If I 
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fingers also are furnished with rings. Bunches of small metallic bells 
are inserted into the rings of the toes so that when they walk or dance 
a pleasant chime is made. 

This is in outline the life that one sees in a Kui village , On festive 
days there will be a greater bustle and a more elaborate ornamen- 
tation. Such was the aspect presented to Hanuman by Lanka. It 
was on the night when the moon was in the first quadrature, that 
Rama's messenger had roamed through the streets of the Raksasa 
city (v, 5, 5, vibhati candrah paripurna^rngah). The whole town is 
described to be active. It may be inferred that preparations for a 
great festival that had to take place on the next full moon day 
might have been going on when Hanuman entered the town. 

At first he passed through the main street wherein he saw houses 
of different shapes and forms. While going along he heard men 
singing and women dancing, keeping time to the music by drums 
and flutes. Sorcerers were droning hymns which were heard like Vedic 
hymns chanted by the Aryan priests. Passing on in this way he came 
to the end of the street and found the main gate in the boundary 
wall of the mansion of Ravana, Entering it he observed (V, 6) : 

36, &ibika vividhakarah... 

lata-grhani citrani citrasalagrhani ca // 
krida-grhani canyani daru-parvatakani ca/ 
kamasya grhakam ramyam divagrhakam eva ca// 

(kamasya ca grham divyam divagrhakam eva ca//) 

Here ‘sibikah , means structures. They are all enumerated in 
the succeeding lines. ‘Daru-parvataka’ being associated with ‘krlda- 
grham’ has been understood to signify a kind of pleasure house. 
But the words forming the compound mean 'hillocks of wood’. 
•Daru’ means wood. Vessels made of wood are mentioned as daru- 
patrani (VI, x 14, 1 14). ‘Daru’ is understood to mean fuel. Pieces 
of wood intended for fuel are stacked in the form of hillocks or 
towers j it is a common sight in every village in this Agency. 
As it rains abundantly in these parts, it becomes a necessity to 
stack- fuel as a provision for the rainy season, during which time it 
is not possible to secure even one piece of dry wood. As it was after 
the rains that Hanuman went to Lanka, it is but reasonable that he 
saw such piles of fuel. 

Then he examined apartment after apartment with the hope of 
finding out Rama’s wife. He first entered the main hall, and did nof 
find her there. 1 hence he passed on into the sleeping roonjs in which > 
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he found Ravana stretched in deep slumber ; his principal wife was 
found in the same state ; Ravana’s other wives were all seen lying in 
different postures and poses. Not finding Sifca in these rooms he 
passed on into the drinking ground (panabhumi), where he saw, 

Fair women sleeping on the ground 
Where wearied with the song, perchance, 

The merry game, the women dance, 

Each girl with wine and sleep oppressed, 

Had sunk her drooping head to rest. 



There deftly mixed with salt and curd 
Was meat of many a beast and bird, 

Of kid, porcupine and hare 

The dainties of the sea and air (Griffith). 

The town-planning and the social life are the same for the 
Raksasas and the Kuis. The description of Ravana’s wives sleeping 
with their ornaments disturbed and deranged is a true picture of 
Kui women lying down deep drunk. 

In this connection the war dress of the Raksasas deserves mention. 
When Ravana went to the battle-field for the first time, he is 
said to have been followed by beings with faces of the tiger, the horse, 
the camel, the stag and other animals (VI, 59, 24) 

yais caisa nanavidha-ghorarupair-vyaghr — ostranagendra- 

mrgasvavaktraih. 

bhutair-vrto bhati vivrtta-netraih* •••••••• ••••••*• * 

These were the Raksasa soldiers wearing masks resembling the faces 
of wild beasts. This was one of the several ways in which the 
inhabitants of Lanka terrified their enemies or the peaceful settlers 
of the Dandaka forest. 

The Kui tribesmen also have the custom of wearing masks with 
faces representing a wild animal or wearing bison or stag horns on 
their heads. In former times they used to wear this dress during 
the time of war, but now they wear it during festive occasions and 
dances. i \ 

“The war dress of the Khonds is elaborate and consists of a leather 
cuirass in front and a flowing red cloak, which with an arrangement 
of bison horns and peacock's feathers is supposed to strike awe into 
the beholders' minds" (Thurston's Castes and Tribes, voh Ilf, p, 364). 
The peacock feathers* worn by the Gan jam maliah Khonds seems to . 
have been borrowed from the Savaras that live in their, midst ft 
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does not form part of the attire of the tribes of Khonds living in 
the other parts of the Eastern Ghats. 

“For dances stag and bison horns are also worn on the 

heads of some” (Central Provinces Gazetteers : Chhatisgarh Feuda- 
tory States, p. 5 1). 

The Bonda Porajas who liv e in the south-western jungles of the 
Vizagapatam Agency also wear bison horns on their heads during 
the time of dances. Wearing of horns on the head or masking the 
face with animal faces is purely a custom of the Dravidians, especially 
of the classes that belong to the family to which the Kuis and their 
allied tribes belong. This kind of costume is also represented in 
ancient sculptures and in the modern pageantry of the civilized 
communities of India. 

The sculpture on Plate XXX of the Plistory of Fine Art 
in India shows the war dress similar to the one described in the 
Ramayana. But for the figures of the three soldiers, the sculpture 
can doubtlessly be taken to represent a group of masked dancers. 
The combination of the unmasked armed men with the armed 
maskers, affirms that the panel shows a group of soldiers going to 
battle. The Ramayana informs that the Raksasa army was composed 
of both masked and unmasked fighting men. The double-edged 
short sword in the hand of one masked figure and the knotted mace 
in the hand of the other are a clear evidence against this identification 
with the peaceful monks. The unmasked figures show by their low 
nasal ridges and the high cheek bones that they represent a people 
that belong to the Kui tribes. This panel clearly intimates that the 
Dravidian classes had the custom of appearing in such costumes at 
the time when the Gandhara art was flourishing. 

The Tongsa Lama Dance shown in the picture on page 19 of the 
Indian Pictorial Education, vol. r, no. 3, shows some masked dancers. 
The head gears of these maskers are similar ; to those worn by the 
Kui tribes during the time of amusement. This custom might have 
been adopted from the Dravidians who had originally inhabited the 
country. The very name of Bhutan (~ Bhutasthana) is an undeniable 
evidence of its early occupation by a Dravidian tribe that are called 
Bhutas in Sanskrit literature. That costume which was originally 
intended to strike terror into their enemies’ hearts became adopted 
in time for peaceful amusements. ■ - 

The Raksasas, not only to terrify their enemies but also to deceive 
others, appeared in different shapes and forms by change of costume. 
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It is this habit that acquired for them the appellation of ‘kama-rupinah.’ 
Ramayana, III, 10, 10 : Raksasair dandakaranye bahubhih kama- 
rupibhih. 

The Raksasas appeared in several forms so that it was impossible 
to discern the real from the pretentious. They appeared in deceptive 
disguises. 

When Hanuman had destroyed the Asoka garden, its watchmen 
went to Slta and asked her who he was. Then she replied , V, 42, 8 : 
raksasam kama-rupanani vijnane ra gatir mama / 

How can I discern who he was as all the Raksasas had the faculty 
of appearing in disguise. Then she added that she did not know any 
other except the deceitful Raksasa that had gone there a little 
while ago. 

When Hanuman approached Slta as she was about to strangle 
herself to death with her hair, she mistook him for Ravana in disguise. 
V, 34, 25 : raksasatn kama-rapatvan mene tain raksasadhip'am. 

The criterion of her judgment was the disguise and she had been 
so much deceived by the disguise of Ravana that she considered even 
real appearances to be false. 

This character of ‘Kama-rupa’ is clearly explained by the inhabi- 
tants of CItra-kuta settlement. II, 116, 14 : 

nana-rupair virupais ca rupair vikrta-darsanaih// 
aprasastair-asucibhih samprayujya ca tapasa nj 

The disguises were of different kinds ; of queer forms, of un- 
natural shapes, and they were unpleasant and awkward. Wearing 
such disguises and changing costume every moment, the Raksasas 
used to terrify the peaceful inhabitants of the Aryan settlement on 
the slopes of the Citra-kufca hill. 

Ravana himself appeared to Slta first in a disguise, He 
approached the cottage as a bagger and asked for alms. This was 
to draw Slta out. Surpa-nakha told Rama that she was a f Kama- 
rupinl/ which by the above discussion appears to mean ‘capable of 
putting on false appearances 5 . 

The next ethnological information supplied to us by the epic is 
with regard to the marriage customs of the Raksasas of whom 
Ravana was the lord. Ravana himself tells Slta (v, 20, 5) that 
abduction of women was the law of marriage of his tribe, 
he spoke to her of his glory, he told her that all his many w* 
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It appears that a Raksasa could marry any woman, married or 
unmarried, and that marriage consisted in bringing away the woman 
from among her relatives : 

bahvlnatn uttama-strlnam ahartanam itastatah / 

In the sleeping apartment Hanuman saw (V, 9, 69-70) 
rajarsi-pity-daitya-gandharvanam ca yositah/ 
raksasam cabhavan kanyas tasya kamavasam gatah / 
yuddha-kamena tah sarva Ravanena hrtah striyah/ 

With a desire to have a pretext to fight he brought away the 
damsels by force. When their parents came to obstruct, he fought 
with them and drove them away. Separated from their kith and kin, 
what could the damsels do but yield to the lust of their abductor ? 

Mandodari, Ravana’s principal wife, lamenting over his corpse 
said (VI, 1 1 4, 54). 

devasura-nr-kanyanam ahartaram tatas-tatah. 

When Ravana consulted his counsellors as to what he should do, 
since Sita, however much she had been tempted, refused to share 
his bed, they advised him, as he was a strong man, to follow the 
example of the cock-fowl (vi, 13, 4) : 

balat kukkuta-vrttena vartasva su-mahabala. 

These instances show that abduction of girls was the law of 
marriage amongst the Raksasas. So long as unmarried girls were 
brought away there was no trouble. But when married women 
were so treated, he had to fight. It is said that he had fought with 
Taksaka and brought away his wife (III, 32-13) 

Taksakasya priyam bharyam parajitya jahara yah / 

The parents or brothers do not care so much for their daughters 
or sisters as husbands do for their wives. When he brought away 
Taksaka’s wife, the latter went against Ravana to demand her, but 
was defeated and driven back, because Ravana was stronger than 
Taksaka. The parents of the girls of marriageable age did not care 
to waste their energy, because, their daughters must marry some one ; 
why not Ravana be that some one ? He was too strong for them 
to fight with and wealthier than any person living in those days. 
But the husbands did not allow their wives to be so easily taken 
away. Ravana was challenged by Taksaka; but being of inferior 
strength, Ravana could easily repel him. But he could not deal so 
easily with Rama ; he had been warned by Marica regarding the 
strength of Rama j and the destruction of the Janasthana Raksasas 
by Raghava, single-handed, had been a severe intimation of the 
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prowess of the Iksvaku prince. But Ravana did not pay heed to these 
warnings and took away Sfta. He was aware that his own men of Lanka 
would not approve of his action, That was the reason why he had 
not consulted any of them before he started on the adventure. When 
Rama with his Vanara horde beseiged his capital, he could not avoid 
calling the council of war and tell his warriors of the cause of this 
danger and request them to concert measures to retain Sifca for 
him and to drive away the invaders, Kumbhakarna, Ravana's 
brother, taunted him that he had not been consulted when he 
stealthily brought away Rama's consort from the Pancavatl ; yet 
he consented to defend Lanka and its king (vi> 12, 30). Mandodarl 
complained that Ravana had not heeded the advice of the elders 
(vi, 1 14, 76, 78), All these people disapproved of the action of Ravana, 
not because it was contrary to the custom of their tribe, but because the 
husband of the woman was a man of acknowledged valour. Had Rama 
been a person of inferior prowess, there would not have been even 
one dissentient voice in Lanka. Every sane person in Lanka could 
understand from the way Rama had vanquished Khara and his follow- 
ers 3 that Rama was of superior valour, 

The marriage of the Kuis consists in the man bringing away by 
force the woman he loves. If the woman is brought away to the 
man’s house, they become man and wife, “In savage societies marital 
unions were generally effected by the violent capture of the woman. 
By degrees these captures have become friendly ones, and have 
ended in peaceful exogamy, retaining the ancient custom only in 
the ceremonial form” (Thurston’s Castes and Tribes, vol in, p. 387), 

It was this violent union that was suggested by “balat kukkuta- 
vrtti”, but Ravana said that he could not adopt that means in 
this case as he had been cursed by Brahma for having committed 
violence on Piuijakasthali. This story might refer to a social reform 
introduced into the Raksasa community at that time. The need 
of such a reform might have been felt both by the harm done to the 
girl and the example presented to them by the more civilized Aryan 
communities. The savagery is given up now, but the carrying away 
of the girl and the fighting are still religiously observed. Even after 
the marriage has been arranged by the parents, the young man lies 
in ambush on the path along which the bride is 
or accompanied by friends of her own sex, and pc 
and carries her off to his house. She resists much but is v 
powered by him. Hearing of this, her kith and kin r 
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of the bridegroom and a fight ensues between the two parties. When 
both parties are tired, the feast and other formalities commence. 

In more civilized classes, the bride is held by the hand and her 
people pretend as if they were fighting with the party of the bride- 
groom. In highly civilized communities, as those of the Telugus and 
the Tamils, some article, instead of the bride, Is carried away by 
the bridegroom from the house of the bride. This is a formality 
religiously observed after the 8 esahoma rites have been finished. 
Thus amongst the Dravidian communities in India, the system 
of the Raksasa marriage is seen in all stages from its violent 
to the most harmless form of the substitution of an article for the 
bride. 

After the bride or the substituted article has been carried ofif by force 
and the formality of fight is gone through, the giving of presents 
takes place. Now in these days, the presents and their value are 
settled beforehand and are paid before the bridegroom runs away 
with the bride. All these presents, whether they be clothes, ornaments, 
grain, or cattle, seem to have been originally intended as an induce- 
ment to the woman to consent to live with the man. Gradually some 
of them became transferred to the bride's parents and brothers. The 
habit of inducing the bride to live with her abductor by giving her 
valuable things seems to have been in vogue even in the time of 
Ravana. After he had carried away Slta to Lanka, he showed her 
all his wealth and splendour and offered to make her the queen of 
all his kingdom. When he approached her, while she was In the 
Asoka grove (v, 20,17b) he again told her that he would make her 
the queen of all his wealth and added, 

“The broad rich earth will I o’errun, 

And leave no town unconquered, none. 

Then of the whole an offering make 
To Janak, dear, for thy sweet sake*’ (Griffith}. 

The abductor must make the bride and her parents happy. It is 
only then that the bride would consent to marry him. The system 
of paying the bride price, which is a common custom with great 
many tribes, seems to have resulted from the offers originally made 
to Induce the woman to live with her abductor or seducer. In the primi- 
tive times, when cattle formed the medium of barter and exchange, the 
price of the bride was paid in the form of cattle. But as other things 
became substituted as media, those were included in the price paid for 
the bride, In modern times when metallic currency became common, the 
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bride is given for so many coins and in certain families the 
parents grow rich by selling their daughter to the man who pays 
the highest amount. This custom has gained ground amongst the 
semi-civilized poor families. But amongst the tribes that live in 
remote parts the price of the bride is given in kind even in these 
days. 

Now we have to study the custom prevalent amongst the Raksa- 
sas regarding the disposal of their dead. In my paper on the Aborigi- 
nal tribes in the Ramayana, it was shown that Ravana’s body was 
cremated after the Aryan fashion, because Rama had desired 
it. In speaking about the disposal of the body of Viradha, it was 
stated that the Sanatana-dharma of the Raksasas was only burial. 
Kabandha’s funeral was a compromise between the Raksasa and the 
Aryan funerals. The body was burnt after the Aryan fashion and 
the burnt ashes were then buried. That there might be no need of 
conveying the ashes from the place where it had been burnt to the 
pit in which they were to be buried, the pyre was arranged in the 
pit itself and the body was burnt on it. This shows how cleverly the 
Kabandha class of the Raksasas, the descendants of Danu, adopted the 
Aryan cremation without apparently transgressing their ancient 
custom of burial. But the case of Ravana’s tribesmen was different. 
Some had altogether given up the old ways and embraced the Aryan 
Dharma completely. Vibhlsana presents to us the type of a thoroughly 
aryanised Raksasa. Another set of men, unable to resist the over- 
whelming strength of the invaders, temporarily suspended their 
natural pursuits and retired into the peaceful life of hermits ; but 
whenever opportunity offered itself, they were ready to show them- 
selves out in their true colour. Marica is a type of this class. 
The majority of the Raksasas, being secure in their stronghold of 
Laiika, scrupulously maintained their native customs, uncontaminated 
by foreign influences ; nor were they afraid of any outward chastise- 
ment. They had even tried, by opening a base of operations at 
Janasthana, to suppress the Aryans and spread their influence in the 
whole country to the south of the Jumna, 

Rama was not at first aware of all the ways of the Raksasas. Light 
repressive measures were thought to be sufficient to bring them into 
the right way. When the Aryan settlers in the Dandaka forest com- 
plained to him of the havoc done to them by these cruel people, Rama 
thought that a light chastisement was enough to stop their cruelties 
and make them live in peace with the settlers. Marica told Rava^a 
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that he had been twice taught a lesson by Rama and that consequently 
he had chosen to end his life in the peaceful pursuit of a hermit. 

But while living in the Pancavatj, Rama discovered to his dismay 
that all his repressive measures had no effect on the cruel way of these 
man-eating inhabitants of the forest. When Khara with all his followers 
came against him, he killed them all to a man and thought that 
the Raksasas, as a class, had been annihilated. This action of Rama 
roused hostilities with a more formidable enemy ; to bring them 
to adopt the Aryan way and give up their cruel pursuits, he had 
tried several means but found them stubborn and unyielding. They 
fought to a man and died in defending their customs. The class as a 
whole disappeared ; but their dharma persisted. That also must be 
destroyed and supplanted by a better system of social laws. How 
can that be achieved in a society wherein all men except the women 
had died ? It was only by treating the dead body of their leader 
according to the proposed system that the whole organisation of the 
Raksasas could be altered. Rama, therefore, desired that Ravana’s 
body should be given the Aryan cremation. To understand it rightly, it 
is necessary to quote here briefly the rites sanctioned by the Vedas. In 
the burning ground the corpse was dressed for cremation (Av., xviii, 2, 
57). The face of the corpse was covered with the omentum of a cow 
(Av., xviii, 2, 58). Then his staff, if the deceased was a Brabmana, or 
his bow, if a Ksatriya, was taken from him (Av., xviii, 2. 59-60). A 
goat was then slaughtered and its parts laid on those of the corpse. 
Fire was applied to the funeral pile {The Age of the Mantras ). 

This was the method of cremation amongst the Aryans. Ravana’s 
funeral was not completely in accordance with it. His body was 
adorned with jewels and cloths, and parched rice was strewed over 
it. A goat (medhya pasu) was killed. Along with the body on the 
pyre were placed all his articles (vi, 114, 115). 

padayoh Sakatarn prapur urvos colukhalam tada // 

darupatrani sarvani aranim cottararanim/ 

dattva tu musalam canyani yathasthanam vicakramuh// 

Arani and uttararani are the pieces of wood with which fire is 
kindled. Musalam canyam shows that a staff different from his own 
was placed in his hand, for his own had been smashed to pieces by 
the arrows of Rama (VI, 1 14, 83) ; then 

116 tatra medhyam pa§um hatva 

1 17 gandhair malyair alaiikrtya Ravanam dlnamanasali// 

lajair avakiranti.. 
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Ravana’s body was decorated with sandal paste and flowers, and 
fried grain was scattered over his body. Then a goat was killed, and 
his body was covered with its skin. 

From this it appears how far the Aryan ritual was followed. 
Except the burning, there is no other resemblance. Rama’s aim also 
was only that much. For he told Vibhisana to cremate the body 
(vi, Iii, IOO) : 

kriyaiani asya samskaro mamapy esa yafcha tava, 

and to accomplish this, Vibhisana brought all the required articles. 

In 102 samskarenanurupena yojayamasa Ravanam Anurupena 
shows that the cremation suitable to a Raksasa was given. It 



does not appear to be reasonable to say that such funeral as was 
prescribed by the Vedas for the body of a person that had performed 
yajhas had been given to Ravaria’s body. Those that bury the dead 
place the articles of the dead person in the grave. That was the custom 
of burial in ancient times and the graves of the ancient peoples show 
that. But when they learned to burn the dead, the custom of placing 
all the things that belonged to him by the side of the body was not 
given up. In the case of Ravaha also, his staff, his utensils and 
ornaments are said to have been placed on the pyre. Thus Ravana’s 
funeral was a compromise between the Aryan cremation and the 
Raksasa burial. 

The Kuis do not remove the ornaments from the corpse. It 
is covered with a cloth. Along with it, they carry to the cremation 
ground the clothes, plates, drinking vessels and ornaments belong* 
Ing to the dead person. The weapons belonging to him, if there 
be any, are also taken to the place. In Gumsoor Maliahs the 
Kuis tie a goat to the foot of the corpse. But in other places, the 
Kuis take a goat to the cremation ground along with the corpse and 
leave it there. The Kui funerals are said to extend over a period 
of twelve days ; but Ravaha’s funeral is said to have been done In 
one day. Perhaps, the twelve days’ ceremonies are only an elaboration 
of what is said to have been prescribed for one day In ancient 
times, ' .'■'.L'/-'-'- V 0 - 1 ‘'. . r / , ' • 

The Kuis have several superstitions, the chief of which Is that 
a man can change himself into the form of a tiger and prey upon men 
or cattle. “They believe that they can transform themselves into tigers 
or snakes, half the soul leaving the body and becoming changed 
into one of these animals, either to kill an enemy, or satisfy .tepPS 
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by having a good feed on cattle in the jangle” (Thurston’s Castes and 
Tribes, vol. II I, p. 405). 

The superstition was extant amongst the Raksasas also. Marlca 
told Havana that he had transformed himself into a beast of prey and 
drank the blood of the inhabitants of the Dandaka forest (III, 39). 

2 raksasabhyam aham dvabhyam anirvinnas tathakrtah/ 

sahito mrgarupabhyam pravisto dandakavane// 

3 diptajihvo mahakayas tlksnasrngo mahabalah/ 

vyacaran dandakaranyam maipsabhakso mahamrgah// 

4 agnihotresu tlrthesu caityavrksesu Ravana/ 
atyantaghoro vyacarams tapasams tan pradharsayan// 

5 nihatya dandakaranye tapasan dharmacarinah/ 

6 rsimamsaSanah kruras trasayan vanagocaran / 

The superstitious belief of the people has been thus recorded by 
the poet. 

The crow is treated as a friend by the Kuis. To kill it is as 
sinful as killing a friend. In the Ramayana, the crow is made to 
behave in a way inimical to Rama who was an enemy of the Raksasas 
(v, 38, 12-36). But the poet had taken greater advantage of the 
enmity the Kuis show to the Brahmani Kite (Garuda). They readily 
kill it ; Valmiki made Garuda and his sons behave in a friendly way to 
Rama and his allies. 

When Rama came to reside in the Paiicavati, Jatayu, the younger 
son of Garuda, offered his friendship and promised to keep guard over 
Slta when the two brothers went to hunt in the forest. When Ravana 
was carrying away Slta, Jatayu obstructed him and fought with him 
to release her. The hatred with which the Kuis treat this class of 
birds is illustrated in the merciless slaughter of Jatayu by Ravana. 
The first informant of Slta’s abduction was this Jatayu whose life 
lingered till he saw the two princes. 

Sampati, the elder son of Garuda, showed the place where Slta 
had been hidden to the Vanaras while they were despairing of finding 
her. 

Lastly, Garuda himself came to the succour of Rama and his 
brother when they both lay tied down In the serpent bond. The 
serpents ail fled away when they heard the rustling of his wings ; he 
went to Rama and relieved him of all pain by fanning him with his 
wings. Thus the birds, ill-treated by the tribesmen, are made to 
behave courteously to Rama and his followers. 
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The last ethnological evidence is furnished by the council of elders 
whom Ravana invited when his stronghold had been beseiged by 
Rama and his Vanara host. This council is the prototype of the tribal 
assemblies held on similar occasions in Kui villages. Matrimonial 
disputes, cases of abduction, illicit intercourse, quarrels regarding the 
guardianship of the children that have lost their fathers are some of 
the questions that are brought before these councils, and under the 
tree in the centre of the village are flat stones arranged for the 
elders to sit on, while the headman occupies the one at the trunk 
of the tree. Whenever the council is to be held, previous intimation 
is given to all. The place of meeting and the tree are held very sacred 
by the villagers. 

Thus from the statements contained in the epic about the charac- 
teristics of the Raksasa clan, it is shown how those customs are followed 
now by the Kui tribes now living in the jungles of the Eastern Ghats. 
That the Raksasas spoke a language allied to the Dravidian tongues 
and had followed some customs which have now almost disappeared 
can be known by the study of some words which are found used to 
designate the Raksasas and their lord. In the next paper I propose 
to take up the study of those words. 

G. RAMADAS 


Indian Society as pictured in the Mreehakatika 1 



mm 


Modern Indian life is more a struggle for existence than an 
object of enjoyment, but the life as depicted in the Mreehakatika 
appears to be one more of play and pleasure than of pity and pain. 
The intention of the writer of this paper is to make an attempt 
to illustrate this and to show that the material civilisation of the 
ancient Indians developed as much as the spiritual side of its counter- 


1 A lecture delivered at 
Bengali Association of the 
1928. 


meeting of the Sa 
1 University held on 
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part. The opinion held by some people that the ancient Indians did 
not know how to enjoy life is a myth. 

Introduction to the Subject-matter 

H. H. Wilson, writing (in 1834) about one hundred years ago said, 
“The place which the Mrcchakatika holds in the dramatic literature 
of all nations, will, however, be thought a matter of more interest by 
most readers than its antiquity or historical importance. That it is 
a curious and interesting picture of national manners every one will 
readily admit ; and it is not the less valuable in this, respect, that 
it is free from, all exterior influence or adulteration, lit is a portrait 
purely Indian. It represents a state of society sufficiently advanced 
in civilisation to be luxurious and corrupt, and is certainly very far 
from offering a flattering similitude, although not without some 
attractive features.” ^Most scholars hold such view and treat this 
drama as a picture of contemporary society, the only exception being 
Prof. Sylvain Levi, who says that “the Indian Society has certainly 
never resembled a picture which the Mrcchakatika traces in it.” 

In the treatment of ray subject, I have avoided discussion of the 
most vexed and controversial, though most important, question of 
the authorship and date of this drama. From the style and diction 
of the Sanskrit used in it without much of rhetorical devices, 
the various Prakrit dialects used free from artificialities, and the 
incidental references to various social manners and customs, to religious 
faiths and practices and to some of the political laws and regulations 
prevalent in the contemporary society, I regard the drama as a com- 
position of respectable antiquity, written, some time before, but not 
later than, the^fourth century A.C. Here I have dealt with only 
a few points, relating to the social, domestic, political and religious 
aspects of the life of the people at the time. 

Outline of the Plot of the Drama 

King Palaka of UjjayinI was a tyrant. His tyrannical oppres- 
sion caused discontent amongst some of his subjects who were 
conspiring to bring about an Insurrection and set up another 
person on the throne, The wicked king threw into dungeon one 
Aryaka, the son of a cowherd, apprehending that the latter was 
destined to deoose the kine and occupy the throne, as announced 
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concubine, £akara, was a coxcomb of despicable character. Carudatta, 
the hero, was a brahmana merchant of a very lofty and amiable 
character, but was reduced to extreme poverty by frequent acts 
of munificence. Vasantasena, the heroine, was the richest courtesan 
of the city, possessing excellences much surpassing those of married 
ladies. She loved Carudatta earnestly and was anxious to meet 
her lover once more. One evening she had to take shelter in Caru- 
datta’s house on being pursued by Sahara whom she hated heartily 
and was not disposed to answer his solicitations for love-making. 
On that occasion she at her departure kept her casket of ornaments 
as deposit with Carudatta. As ill-luck would have it, a burglary 
occurred in Carudatta’s house and the deposited casket was stolen 
by one brahmana thief named Sarvilaka who took to this undesirable 
profession only to collect a ransom for purchasing the freedom of 
a female attendant of the heroine named Madanika, with whom 
he had fallen in love. When the thief was talking with his mistress 
in Vasantasena’ s house about the theft committed by him in Caru- 
datta’s mansion, Vasantasena happened to overhear their conversations. 
In the meantime Carudatta sent through his companion Maitreya 
to the heroine a very valuable pearl-necklace given by his devoted 
wife, Dhuta, for repaying the value of the deposited ornaments. 
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and be not troubled by police officers as he was just on his way to the 
garden. Out of fear of treason for helping Ary aka In this way, 
Carudatta came away home without waiting any longer in the garden 
for Vasantasena’s arrival. Here, on the other hand, Sakara was 
pleasantly surprised to find Vasantasena appearing there in his own 
carriage. He now offered fresh proposals of love to the heroine which 
she scornfully rejected. The villain out of rage at once strangled 
her to death with his own hands when he failed to persuade his driver 
Sthavaraka and another attendant to perpetrate this sinful and 
atrocious deed on his behalf. Vasantasena dropped down dead to 
all appearances and was with very great difficulty taken afterwards 
to a neighbouring Buddhist monastery by a mendicant whom in his 
worldly life she had saved from the hands of gamblers by paying 
off his debts to them. Lest his cart-driver Sthavaraka should dis- 
close his name in connection with this murder, Sahara kept him 
confined in his own palace, To feed fat his ancient grudge he then 
proceeded to the law-court to lodge a complaint against Carudatta 
declaring before the presiding judge and the assessors that Vasanta- 
sena had been killed by Carudatta for the sake of her ornaments. 
During the trial the hero’s friend, Maitreya, unwittingly let fall from 
his armpit Vasantasena’ s ornaments recently given to Carudatta's 
son, which he was carrying to the heroine’s house for their 
return. Amongst other unfortunate evidences, this display of 
the ornaments, finally, though wrongly, convinced the judge 
of Carudatta’s guilt. King Palaka rejected the judge’s recommen- 
dation for Carudatta's banishment from the kingdom and pro- 
nounced a sentence of the extreme penalty on the accused. 
Sthavaraka jumped down from his master’s place when Carudatta 
was being led along with the royal proclamation of his guilt by 
beat of drum, to the place of execution by the Candalas, But 
Sahara asked the people not to believe his servant’s story that it 
was his master (he., he himself) and not Carudatta who throttled 
Vasantasena. But, woe to Sakara ! when Carudatta was about to be 
impaled, Vasantasena, accompanied by the Buddhist mendicant who 
had rendered her first aid in the garden where she had fallen almost 
dead on the day of the cruel incident, now appeared on the scene. 
Carudatta’s Innocence was established and Vasantasena was legally 
married to him and the title of wife ( vadkn ) was conferred on her by 
the new king, Aryaka, who only recently installed himself on the 
throne by killing the wicked king Palaka, 
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It may now be observed from the brief narration of the main plot 
wkh its episodes that the play-wright has introduced both high and 
low-class people into his drama j and for his plot he has largely drawn 
upon ‘'real life”, so that he could keep for the future generations 
a picture of life in contemporary society, including its government 
and laws. 





Domestic character of the Hindus and some of their manners 
and customs. Their residences etc. 


The division of the people of the society into the four different 
castes with its sub divisions was well marked in the Mrcchakatika 
society (cf “stsrawfesreHpff ^ *rT 3 T — I, 32). The kings of ancient 

India were advised by political philosophers to be upholders of 
the varnasramadharma , the institution of the four castes and the 
four stages of life. But the new and bold interpretation of the 
caste-system, which found clear expression in the writings of authors 
on NitiSastra, specially Sukra, namely that the accident of birth 
(jati) was to be no criterion of a man’s worth in life, may be 
traced in many- passages and events in the Mrcchakatika, Sukra 
writes— 

“*r ansiT immra Hr m *n 

*t *r ^ f 11” I, 38. 

•‘The Brahmana, Ksatriya, VaiSya and !§udra or even the Miec- 
cha are not separated (from each other) by birth, but they are so 
by merit and work.” Again, in another place, he writes— 

fssrnprr 1% i 

*r arran ^ ^ 11” 11,55. 

"Work, character and merit (of men) are the objects which 
are to be respected, and not so much their caste and family. 
Superiority cannot be established only by means of caste and 
family.” .. ^ 

Carudatta, the hero, was by birth a brahmana, but he was a mer- 
chant ( sErthavaha ) by profession. And we know that the latter’s 
duties were to be performed by Vaisyas according to the orthodox view 
of the caste-system. But men born even in a Candida family may, 
by the loftiness of his character, surpass those born in the privileged 
classes. We can illustrate this from the Candalas’ (executioners^ 

*' * * -- - - - ~ l^rli'nrr / -f-h. 1 " 


304 INDIAN SOCIETY AS PICTURED IN THE MRCCHAKATIKA 

to the place o£ execution amidst the sorrowful lamentations of his 
little soil and others, declaring that it was the king's cruel command 
that was responsible for the execution and was, therefore, to blame, but 
they themselves were not responsible for this action, because — 

“*5 f =3fTWraT ■wwsraf’l! STRICT ft I 

ft air?' f W t W MmstT tt” x, 22. 

“Verily we are not Candalas, though born in their family, but 
Candalas and sinners are they who persecute a virtuous man.” 

The popular idea of a gentleman of ideal character in this society 
may be illustrated by a verse in which Carudatta’s character is describ- 
ed by the poet thus — 

?jwpn*rt izftt 

W. H ftftsrf)Wi5’IleP5tI II 1,48. 

“He was the wish-yielding tree to the distressed, bent down with 
the fruits of his own virtues; to virtuous people he was their family 
head (i.e., he regarded all good men as members of his own family) ; 
a mirror to the learned, a touch-stone for testing moral conduct, 
he was, as it were, an ocean with righteousness for its coast-line (which 
he was not to transgress). Always hospitable and scorner of none, 
a treasure of all manly virtues, courteous and magnanimous— such 
a man alor.e, deserving praise for his manifold virtues, really lives, 
while others only breather 

Noble persons’ sons, generally denoted by the term kulapulras, 
possessed a fine sense of decorum in their conduct and were always 
afraid of indecorum (sllavancam). But in all societies, as also in that 
depicted in the Mrcchakatika , virtuous qualities and wealth could not 
always be found together <pi V— II). Good men appear 

to have been kind to their servants and bad men proud of their 
possessions and pelf. 

There is evidence in this drama to show that men of the upper 
middle class living in cities resided in brick-built houses with gardens 
surrounding them on all sides. There were public squares in cities 
called nagaracaivaras where dedicated bulls roamed about for their 
rumination. Gentlemen made use of covered carts (pravahana) with 
cushions {yanastarana) for their ladies and also various other sorts of 
carriages for different purposes, such as gogthiyana (carriage for large 
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It is very difficult to check one’s temptation to try to visualise in 
this connection the splendour of the palatial establishments of rich 
courtesans of old days living in big cities and describe in an outline the 
colossal residential quarters of Vasantasena which had eight different 
courts. Incidentally this description will indicate the flourishing con- 
dition of different crafts and arts in that society. The high portal over 
the gate-way of her palace was made of ivory and xvas sustained by 
beautiful pillars which bore the massive doors of gold set with precious 
gems, stair-cases and crystal windows opening the whole of UjjayinI to 
view, the chief porter sitting there on guard. In the second Court, a 
zoological garden as it were, one finds well-built cart-bullocks, the snort- 
ing buffaloes, the fighting ram, the beautifully-maned horses, the tied- 
up monkey, and the strong built elephant, all taken care of by different 
sets of servants. In the third court can be seen the seats meant for 
the noblemen’s sons who frequent there and also a gaming table with 
the jewel-set chess-board and we find in these quarters half read 
treatises on love and many a courtesan and old hanger-on who are 
masters in the art of ‘Peace and War of Love’ {maana-sandki-viggaka- 
cadura) carrying in their hands love-paintings finished by means of 
various colours combined. The fourth court is a music-hall where 
one hears the sound of drums, cymbals, pipes and lutes produced 
in accompaniment of the dancing of the courtesan girls, singing 
and reciting speeches from dramatic compositions. In the fifth, 
however, one can witness a good many cooks cooking all sorts 
of rich dishes. Sweet-meats are being prepared there and cakes 
baked. Butcher-boys are washing chitterlings and bastard pages 
are working as assistants in the culinary department. The sixth 
court is partly a jewellery department where ornaments of gold and | 
other precious metals set with all sorts of jewels are being made, the ' 
effulgence of lapis-lazuli, pearls, corals, topazes, sapphires, rubies, 
emeralds etc, making the whole place resplendent. It is partly a per- 
fumery department where saffron is being dried, musk moistened, 
sandal-wood ground and many other sorts of essences compounded*. 

It Is partly again a drinking room where courtesans and their 
are chewing betel with camphor, casting coquettish glances ; 
each other, resorting to laughter and drinking liquor from 1 
shared often by those who are dismissed from the love of ti 
but still, without leaving the place, are Jiving there, forget 

-i.:u 1 _ , a* _ ^ 


own wives, children 
^liiHitinn-crmuttd for 
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cuckoos, quails, partridges and pigeons, and tame birds like doves, 
peacocks, flamingoes and cranes. The eighth and the last court is 
the Innermost one where lives the chief courtesan with her mother 
and brother. 

In domestic affairs the relation between a creditor and a debtor 
was very peculiar In this society, for, the former had almost absolute 
power over the person of the latter, as he could even inflict bodily 
punishment with impunity on him and sell him for the recovery 
of his money. A householder of this period preserved with scrupu- 
lous care the deposit of articles made by others even in the 
absence of witness, and in case of its loss or destruction he did not 


hesitate to repay the value of the pledge even by begging. Utterance 
of falsehood was deemed as a thing leading to loss of character 
C snftwrfa HI, 26). 

^Indian ladies in this society regarded their husbands as their 
alMn-all and set more value on them than on their earthly riches. 
True wifehood requires that husband’s honour must be preserved 
by the wife even if she is to make over to him, in times of distress* 
her own properties ( strldkana), however valuable they may be, 
acquired by her as marriage dowry (m adugkara-laddka) over which 
the husband has no control. But husbands possessing a lofty spirit 
must not easily allow themselves to be patronised by their wives 
in this way. We have such a picture in this drama when poor 
Carudatta refused to accept his devoted wife’s gift of her priceless 
necklace for the requital of the deposit of Vasantasena’s casket of 
ornaments, with the significant words — 1 
i ■ • • ' 




“Alas, I am to-day truly a poor man, as ray wife takes pity on 
me/ Having lost through my own misfortune all properties, I am 
now to need assistance from my wife’s wealth ! (Our relation is 
reversed), for, through (the absence of) wealth man becomes a woman 
and she who is a woman becomes a man through its possession/" 
But. can, or should, a husband refuse such a gift from a vibhavanugata 
bkarfya, Le„ a wife who follows him ungrudgingly through all the 
vicissitudes of fortune ? Carudatta, therefore, could not but accept It. 


The ladies in this society used to observe religious vrata and upavasa 
(fasting) rites on particular occasinn* tv>* — 
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was recognised by men of this society, and in later Kalidasan 
period, | 

There is a reference to bridegroom’s wearing red garment and 
garland during marriage ceremonies, when music with beat of drums 
etc. was also played, fit is interesting to note that newly married 
ladies used scent in Their braided hair (navavadhu-keisa-hattham viya 
sugandkam). Staring at high-class ladies was thought out of etiquette 
even in those days : “kulaja na-darsana-kataram hi caksuh,” — ‘'my 
eyes are unwilling to look at ladies of high family” and “m yuktam 
para-kalatra-darsanam” — “no one should cast his glance at another’s 


wife” — are expressions to the point.\ Children were sometimes 
robbed away from the lap of their ‘nurses (“ura sqw’ur *1 <P5I 


trra' 'eHuff eBfW’ — IV. 6) by thieves out of greed for money, 
proving that kidnapping was prevalent in old Indian societies. 
Although slaves and other lower orders of people were recognised 
as forming a part of the social structure, yet slavery or in other words 


trade in men was cetainly in vogue as a licensed institution sanc- 


tioned by the State. Men could be sold and purchased by ransom. 


In addressing low-class people with some censure, the abusive ex- 



pressions yff’ “?r€ht uht”, and “jftarlw fu” (children of con- 
cubines), [! ^r%#hrra:”, and (born of mothers not by their 

own husbands, i.e., bastards) were copiously used. The cunning 
people were with reproach referred to as (lit. having 

heads like the foot of crows i.e. rogues). In quarrels even middle 
class men entered into abuses referring each other as belonging to 
the lineage or parentage of the barber and the shoe-maker classes. 


Education, Language, Arts and Sciences 

Great advance was made in the different branches of arts and 
sciences and of the various crafts. That high-class men of the society 
received proper education in the different branches of art and science 
admits of no doubt, |for we have evidence in the drama of kings be- 
ing versed in the Vedas, mathematical sciences, including astronomy, 
the fine arts and art of management of elephants, etc. There is an 
interesting passage on astronomical knowledge in the police 
officer’s speech (in Act VI) where he boasts of his own power of 
detecting offenders who are sure to be arrested and severely dealt 
with by him, if, only accidentally, the sun, the moon, the Venus, the 
Mars, the Jupiter and the Saturn did respectively have their posh 
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tions in the 8th, 4th, 6th, 5th, 6th and 9th zodiacal signs on their 
horoscopes. It can very well be ascertained from the Bfhatsamhita 
of Varahamihira and other treatises on astronomy that these plane- 
tary conjunctions really forebode death and other dire calamities, 
i Reference to ladies, even courtesans, as reading books, dramas 
( specially, is not wanting in this drama. VThe use of Sanskrit of a 
; most simple and easy-flowing nature and of the various Prakrit dialects, 

| viz,, the &auraseni and the Magadhi, with their sub-classes, the 
I Avantika, Pracya, f§akarl, Candall and DhakkI serves as an 
| example of how people cultivated the art of acquiring knowledge in 
■different languagesX We also find that Northerners, for the due 
discharge of their various official duties, had to be conversant with 
the vernacular tongues of the Southerners also, e.g., the language 
of Karnafca, Dravida and Cola and even of other non-Aryan races 
( Milicchajadlnam ) such as Khasa, Clna, etc. 

Fine Arts— Music, Dancing, Paintings etc . 

The fine art of music ( gixndharva-vidya ) was largely cultivated 
by men of refined taste (like Carudatta) who could greatly appreciate 
it and were conversant with the musical theory of the Hindus. fWe 
have evidence in this play of the fact that generally musical 
concerts took place at night and such musical treats were enjoyed 
till late hours of midnight. Of all the four types of musical instru- 
ments, viz,, tata (stringed instrument), anaddha (percussion), susira 
(wind-instrument) and ghana (cymbal), etc, used by the Indians, we find 
mentioned here the names of a drum ( mrdangd ), a tabor (panava), a lute 
(vina) and pipes (vamm% It was the lute which contained seven strings 
and much resembled our modern setar that was resorted to most by 
musicians and liked by the audience. Concert to the accompaniment 
of this instrument lends lustre to social gatherings and when played 
by lovers in separation it lulls their mental pain (cf, WWI fesOTT 
— II, 3), In all societies in the matter of singing, ladies 
are regarded as more sweet-tongued than men. But some- 
times, in exceptional cases, males may surpass females by a fine 
execution of music, Carudatta’s criticism of musician Rebhila’s' music 
contains the remark that the excellent performance of this male musi- 
cian makes him think that a female covertly stationed in bis person 
must have uttered the dulcet sounds srfs — 

IL 4), So charming was the concert that the musician's 'melo- 
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dious utterance mingled with the sweet notes of the lute — now 
gently undulating, now swelling high and now dying to a close 
echoed in the ears of the audience even long after its cessation 

srofw— III, 5 ). The above lines clearly 
show the height of progress the art both of instrumental and vocal 
music reached under the patronage of the rich appreciators of the time. 


■JWe have seen before that the fourth court in the palatial buildings 
of the heroine was a music-hall wherein the harmonious notes of all 


the four kinds of musical instruments could be heard playing in 
accompaniment of the songs sung by damsels, some of whom also 
practised the graceful art of dancing and reciting from dramas with 
erotic gesticulations 
sfwro^’-IV). \ 


f Reference to (the most faithful representation of Carudatta as port- 
rayed on a painting-board by Vasantasena may serve as an example 


rayed on a painting-board by Vasantasena may serve as an example 
of painting being cultivated even by ladies in Indian society. The 
advance in the art of sculpture may be inferred from reference 
to mountain caves being excavated by means of chisels 

and to temples being erected for the residence of different 

gods. \ 

f'JL ^ * - 1 J._3 L. * i*. * 


Commercial activity in merchants* quarters known as sresthi- 
catvara, corresponding probably to our modern chowks and in 
the different karmantas (workshops) appears to have been great. 
Sea-going vessels {y ana- pair ant) are also referred to in this drama. 
The wealth of trading classes could not, therefore, but be immense, 
as without the large sums accumulated by his merchant ancestors 
which Carudatta inherited, he could not be expected to found suburbs, 
erect monasteries and temples, lay out gardens and parks, excavate 
tanks and wells and establish sacrificial posts* 


Some Social Vices — Gambling 


In Act II of this drama the poet has introduced a scene in which 
appear some gamblers (dyutakara) } the chief amongst whom was named 
Mathura, who was the Sabhika (he*, the keeper of the gaming 
the second gambler was the unlucky Saravahaka who owed 10 gold 
suvarnas (mohurs) to another, having lost that sum in a play. T 
reveals to us a very lively picture of the sort of people who ei 
themselves as gamblers in ancient Indian society and of 


aUrvnf th 
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they were bound to follow in gambling. It appears that Samvahaka 
was the son of a well-to-do householder of Pataliputra conversant with 
the art (kala) of shampooing and kneading the limbs of persons 
and was appreciated and appointed, on his arrival at Ujjayini for 
sight-seeing, to serve Carudatta whose poverty, however, was res- 
ponsible for his dismissal from his services within a short time and 
so he turned out a gambler, but being a novice in the play lost io 
suvarnas in a game. Being unable to pay the amount he was attempt- 
ing to escape from the clutches of the keeper of the gaming table, 
the inexorable Sabhika and the winning gambler. He was, however, 
saved by the kindness of Vasantasena who paid off his debt by awar- 
ding to the keeper and the other gambler a valuable bracelet of hers. 
But despondency, due certainly to the humiliation that a gambler is 
often put to, took possession of his heart and he became a 
Buddhist mendicant and renounced the world. 

We know that a Vedic Indian was an inveterate gambler and 
used to incur debts for gambling. In an interesting hymn of the 
Bgveda {X. 54) we have an account of the fatal fascination of the 
dice-playing and of the consequent ruin and enslavement for the 
dicer’s family. In ancient India gambling does not seem to have 
been prohibited by any legislation of the king ; hence people could 
resort to it, as if with state permission. It was rather regarded 
as a respectable art by the gamblers of those days. For, the Sastra 
says— ftwr u X'SKft, i.e., ‘'when challenged no one 

should refuse to gamble or to give battle.” A Mrcchakatika gambler 
regards gambling as iwsuRterow tw', a sovereignty without a 
throne, thereby proving that it was not considered a vice. 
Fascination of gambling was evident even in persons who were 
penniless, for the rattling of the gambling implements such as katta, 
sakti and gardabhl was enough to capture the heart of such people 
who were easily drawn to it and the passion for it could hardly be 
curbed even by losing parties staking their all in it [cf. II. 5-6]. 
People addicted to this vice often find themselves in exciting condition 
when others indulge in play. 

It is not clear what sort of game is alluded to in the Mrcchakatika. 
But there is no doubt that the throw is made by means of 
cowries. The technical terms of tret a, pavara, nardita and kata 
(mentioned in II, 9) which are even to-day called in the Punjab and 
East Bengal Ufa, dua> nakkl and pura, appear to be names of particular 
throws. We also have here a nernltar rant 1 rfct mKlArc Jn 
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te throw).” A few word, are necessary for form, ng an idea rot the 
1 c n~bn the keener i whose powers weie certainly defined » 
dU f "by certain laws and r«gu.,tio„s of ,h. 

'rsTssez 

- FLe i^Tor^^ 

themselves gamble or who, like Sabhika arrang 

• t ■ *nfei ar t <IT*T nmnm IX. 224), yet other law 

ing ^ _ h as Narada and Yajnavalkya are of opinion that the king 
givers sii sure that the fixed portion of his 

Sh receipts has been realised from Sabhika. 

keeping^ sti*. U, « assembly of gamblers 
He is as if a licence-holder, permitted by Government to keep recor 
rfolavs and players in the public gambling-hall and see that no 
fraud or deceit is committed there by dishonest players. He is 
the superviser of the games supplying the gamblers with all the es- 
sential Tequisites of play. He is entitled, under the rules, 5 P- 
of money won by the winning parties, if such money exceeds one 
hundred and only to to p. c. of money falling below that amount. 
In return for the protection given by the state the Sabhika was to 
pay a fixed proportion of his income to the royal treasury. He 
co'nld not enforce the payment to the winners of the sums lost by 
a losing party without having himself duly paid the king s portion. 
The collection, horn the losing parties, of money won by the win- 
nin „ parties formed a chief duty of the Sabhika and we have seen 
our drama how Sabhika Mathura was exerting to collect the ten 
“old coins from Samval, aka on behalf of the winning gambler The 
lookers-on were to be treated as witnesses and if any fool play or 
aKe dice were detected against any gambler, he was to he branded 
and banished from the kingdom (of. Yajnavalkya, II, r»202). Tire 
CTamb'ers regarded the Sabhika as a very powerful man in society 
£?£ w?t"s were, as it -ere, law to fh«u For we hnd^one 

gambler expressing- W ^ *fl*S w* i-H. 3 ) 

fhe keepeTnot even god Rndr. will be able to protect a im 
Being unable to pay off their dues then and there, the 0 a 1 
could be permitted by the Sabhika to be let out on 
(ganda-karaw) by them; Maltreatment of losing 
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Sabhika to the extent of kicking and thumping by means of blows 
making the poor losers bleed through their nostrils was often 
resorted to and they were sometimes made to sell off their parents 
and their own persons for paying off their gambling debts. Thus 
we see that there are ample indications in the Mrcchakatika of the 
vices of civilised society. 

Thieving— -practised as an Art 

Loss of character in all societies is the main cause for people 
turning thieves. We have an instance in point in Sarvilaka 
who avers that being himself the son of a Brahmana who is versed 
in all the four Vedas and who never accepts gifts from others he 
has taken to this foul art of theft for the sake of his lady-love whose 
freedom he was anxious to purchase by means of ransom. Hence 
was his propensity to commit theft. Devils always quote scriptures in 
defence of their evil deeds. Stealing which thrives most during sleep 
of others cannot be called in the opinion of the perpetrators a lowly 
business for (fluff q ^ frat s&farar— III. u) “This path” 

(they may cite authority) “was followed by Asvatthaman who over- 
powered in a night-onset his slumbering royal enemies.” They can 
also support their profession with the recommendation that theft 
is a kind of independence and is certainly preferable to slavish 
homage f? fhraftn — III. xi ). From the 

most enjoyable and interesting soliloquy of the Mrcchakatika thief, 
we have a clear idea that there was a thief’s manual in India— a 
work on the science of thieving — ascribed to various authors, headed 
by Skanda (Kumara — Karttikeya, the originator), viz., KanakaSakti, 
Bhaskaranandin and Yogacarya, all of whose names are rever- 
entially remembered by thieves at the time of their action. Thie- 
ves were also called Skandaputras, i.e., devotees of Skanda, who 
resembled in this respect the Grecian Mercury and St.Nicholas of 
England. This god was rather the patron-deity of thieves. He 
was worshipped also by people for the recovery of stolen property. 
It is not known from when this' god los t his character as the patron 
of thieves. Yogacarya’s treatise must have contained instruction on 
this ait for thieves, e.g,, on the four-fold method of making breaches 
( sandhis } in the walls and shaping them into various forms, such as a 
blooming lotus, the sun, the new moon, a lake, the magical diagram 
Svastika or a complete water- jar ; also on the necessity of thieves’ 
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carrying with them the magical unguent ( yogarocana ) with its pro- 
perties of making one, anointed with it, invisible and not liable to 
injury from strokes of weapons used against them by others, the 
measuring tape (pramana-sutra) so important for loosening ladies’ 
ornaments from the different parts of their bodies, for opening 
a latch in a door, for measuring the depth and height of walls, 
and for using as a ligature in snake-bites at the time of boring the 
hole in the wall. A thief is also enjoined to take with him en- 
chanted seeds which when scattered on the ground multiply where 
there is a treasure buried underneath and also a box containing 
fire-flapping flies for extinguishing lamps (u^qPrqpjra ’qnnn *#te:), 
That such a standard work on house-breaking was in existence in 
ancient India is also known from the Sanskrit romance, the DaSa- 
kumaracarita, which attributes it to one teacher named Karnisuta 
and we also find mentioned there various other implements for use 
by a thief who must wear a black half-trouser ( ardhorukd ) and carry 
a short sword and be in possession of a scoop {phanimukha), scissors 
(kakall, a whistle according to some), tongs ( samdamsaka ), a sham 
human head for insertion into the breach made in the wall probably 
to be sure that his own body will pass through it {purum-slraska), 



magic powder {yogacurna ), magic wick ( yogavarttika ), measuring 
thread ( manasutra ), a wrench (a crab-shaped instrument) or a hook 
attached to a rope by which to climb up ( karkatakarajju ), a lamp case 
(1 dlpabhajana ) and a casket containing bees for putting out light 
( bhramara-karandaka ) etc. In short, if one would try to compete 
with others in this art ( silpa ) and to elude an arrest by the royal 
sentinels at night, one must feel that he has attained the character- 
istics of the following animals, viz., a cat in climbing, a deer in jump- 
ing, a hawk in darting upon the prey, a dog in judging the strength of 
a man asleep or awake, a snake in crawling, a mule in defile, a horse 
on land, an eagle in flying, a hare in kenning the grouud for seeking 
a hiding place, a wolf in capturing and a lion in making a show of 
strength; and being steady like a mountain he must regard himself 
as “ Illusion ” personified in the matter of cleverly changing his 
features, postures and dresses to make his own identity unrecognised 
and he should be able to use the different tongues prevalent Itif 
different countries for his evil purpose. 

Concubinage 

f-As the central female figure, I mean, the heroine 
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was a high-class courtesan, we should not refrain from making 
a few observations on this profession, for the purpose of showing 
that good courtesans, highly accomplished and of noble disposition, 
can behave towards their lovers as satisfactorily as their own 
devoted wives, ministering to their happiness. But such courtesans 
should have the good" fortune of securing paramours or lovers 
of noble and generous character of the type of Carudatta to reci- 
procate their love, and should shun the company of men of un- 
desirable character of the type of Sahara. And, it is found generally 
that both these types of men sometimes stood as rivals in their 
profession of love towards a good harlot Writers on Kamasastra 
like Vatsyayana are of opinion that the determining factors In a 
harlots preference for a particular man are three in number, viz» % gain, 
prevention of her troubles and loss and true love 

I, x8). They have stated that generally pro- 
stitutes are very covetous of money and they have also treated in 
their books of the various means adopted by them for extracting 
money from their lovers. Though this general opinion is found pre- 
vailing for young men of licentious character in the society repre- 
sented by the Mrcchakatika , some of whom may declare with 
Sahara’s Vita (companion) that a harlot’s residence is the free 
resort of youth — I. 31) and that she 

possesses a person which is a saleable commodity that may be 
purchased by money and therefore she is found to offer equal recep- 
tion both to the amiable or the disgusting (^f% f% ^^4 
stCK L 31), yet there were in that society 

mistresses like Vasantasena who were partial only to the merit of 
their lovers and not so much to their wealth and who could 
utter such expressions as w ^ wsrft,. i.e.> it is 

merit alone and not brutal violence that inspires love. We have 
the authority of the Kamasutras also in support of such an idea. 
Carudatta was once very rich, but he had spent his all in making 
large charities to the needy, but his virtues alone drew Vasanta- 
sena’s loving heart towards him and she knew that a harlot with her 
loving heart fixed on a poor person does not incur censure from 
worldly men ftv The 

injunctions of the Kamasutra are also to the effect that a concubine 
should keep at a distance, now as well as in future, those who are the 
king’s favourites, and those who are naturally of cruel disposition and 
have earned their money with much exertion 1 
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^iisrarra ct^ra ^ frit* VI, 5); and that she should 

be kind enough never to accept any payment from a person, if she 
knows that her love-making with him will stand her in good stead 
and that prestige will increase thereby and that she will be able to 
get out of all troubles in life 1 TOTto % 

jrfroifen^— * t, w, VI. 5). 

^ In every society, the brother of a concubine — specially if the latter 
be' in the king’s keeping— wields undue influence even on high per- 
sonages. As regards the excessive influence exercised by their 
mothers or foster-mothers of prostitutes on their daughters, the Kama- 
sastras enjoin that courtesans should be obedient to their mothers, 



sat 


very oppressive and greedy women, or in their absence, to their 
foster-mothers faraft ^ w<r i cnspnt m 

V. 2). These mothers often dictate for the sake of money their 

earning daughters to attend to persons who are even disliked by the 
latter, but such undue dictation is sometimes found sternly resented 
to by their daughters. They also sometimes interefere with their 
true love with proper persons ^ sjtot fWt Prts: i— st 

VI. 2). in such cases the daughters should threaten their mothers 

by saying that they would do violence to their life by means of poison, 
fasting, (sharp) weapons, or the rope ^ spsrosr cfejt 

fafwstf TO’ VI. 2). A prostitute is even asked 

not to undertake any work without the sanction of her mother 
(nm pRr — ofi m VI. 2), but "we find, in the Mrcchakaiika y 

Vasantasena refusing, to obey her mother when the latter urges her 
through her maid-servant to proceed to the house of iSakara (the king’s 
brother-in-law) for love-making, because the latter has sent a carriage 
for her conveyance to his garden along with very rich presents of orna- 
ments. What was her bold reply to her mother, for such a vile dic- 
tation of an unworthy request B She asked her attendant to carry 
the following words to her mother-- “Say this ‘if you would have 
me not dead (t.e. alive), you must send no more such messages* " 
(m«l m t ctT ^ n IV), . 

In countries where, in modern days, prositution is not a legal crime 
lovers are seen frequenting the houses of their mistresses. But there te 
clear evidence in our drama to the effect that harlots also; graced the 
houses of their lovers by their sudden or appointed appearance, even diW 
regarding climatic or atmospheric disturbances, Indians were, however^ 
very jealous of the sanctity of their inner apartments in their - family : 

• - --- - * • , - <* «: i-.n ----- -*§ th 
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those places where their wives resided. Hence we find Vasantasena 
uttering the words xrf^^rr qvifSm treitft 

i.e. *‘1 have to conciliate your honoured seif by bowing down to you 
with my head, since I am the offender by my intrusion into a place 
of which 1 am unworthy.” Elsewhere she feels afraid lest her lover’s ■ 
servants should feel distressed by her entering into his inner 
quadrangle— but she was assured by them that by her virtues 
she had entered into their very heart. Here the question may 
arise as to what might have been the relation of a mistress with > 
her lover’s wife. We find that in ancient Indian society, these ladies / 
did not personally meet with each other, but they could treat 
each other as loving sisters talking through the intermediation of ' 
maid-servants. Hence Vasantasena was sending such a message 
to Dhuta, Carudatta’s wife, as this — gr#l tret 
garni ft — “l am a slave of his honour Carudatta bought by his merits 
and so am I also of you.” The touching scene in which Vasantasena 
is shown as filling up with her valuable ornaments the clay-cart of 
Rohasena, Carudatta’s little son during her short stay in her lover’s 
house, contains evidence of a good concubine loving her lover’s son { 
just as if the latter were a son born to herself. But it must be ad- *. 
mitted that no nobleman could boast publicly of his connection with \ 
a harlot even in the Mrcchakatika society, though the profession of 
prostitution had a status recognised even by kings who had Ganika- 
dhyaksas, state officers to act as superintendents of prostitutes for 
determining their earnings, inheritance, income, expenditure and future 
propspects in their profession. Hence Carudatta felt ashamed to 
confess his connection with Vasantasena in the open court when 
the presiding judge asked him the question— ^1, Jrftpffl crafty? — 
f, is it a fact that the harlot is your friend.” Even Vasantasena’s old 
mother summoned there as a witness at first hesitated to divulge 
the name of her daughter’s lover but as the Law-court put the ques- 
tion to them they had to confess the connection. 

A most interesting affair could be observed in Vasantasena being 
eventually allowed to be married with Carudatta and decorated with 
the coveted title of a house-wife This may seem some- 

what strange when we consider that wedlock was deemed a very 
sanctifying institution among the Hindus. Though marriage rules 
in the Dharma-Sutras permit a woman of the Sudra class to be 
married to a member of the highest caste, of course, as the last 
of his four wives, veh ~ - * * - - 
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to a brahmana, unless it was so permitted by a forced explanation 
of the famous line of Manu — i.e. "an accomplished 
lady may be accepted for marriage even from a lowly family.” The 
new king’s sanction of Vasantasena’s marriage with Carudatta appears 
to bar all examination of the social position of the bride. But it 
is clear that such marriage could not take place without the express 
decree of the king KTstrwff Act X), or how 

else could people accept such a marriage as socially permissible and 
right ? Kautilya has laid down that a prostitute could purchase her 
freedom by niskraya i.e. ransom to the extent of 24,000 panas and 
a prostitute’s son could do so by 12,000 panas 
vtfintfmrr: 1 tn^spiTwr ^ferrg’eref sfh II. 27). Can this be thus ex* 

plained that by such payments they could attain equal social status 
with other people? We have read also of Madanika, another pros- 
titute, being made free by ^arvilaka by payment of ransom — but not 
to the king, but to the mother of Vasantasena and she also obtained 
the title of a wife ( vadhu ) and was married to ^arvilaka, a brahmana’s 
son who regarded himself now as having a wife 1 cf, also 

m* IV. 24).^ ) 

A king and his court 

Though there is no direct introduction of any king as a character in 
this play, a few words about a king and his court so far as they can 
be gathered from a study of this drama will not be out of place here. 
Loyalty to the throne was considered a chief duty of the people. 
“A king should be honoured”— (?wf w.) — was, as it were, their motto. 
But they could well beware of an upstart, elevated to the dignified 
position of a king on account of fickle favours of fortune, assuming 
strange and manifold appearances ( 

V. 26). A tyrant’s conduct is very severely criticised in this drama. 
In every kingdom there live free-booters and desperadoes who incite 
discontented people and r oyal officers to rebellion against a wicked 
king and ask them to replace {lajapalivatte) him by a good one 
even by taking to regicide. The insurrection in the Mrcchakatika 
was brought about exactly in accordance with such a principle. 

Every king had his jails in which men of suspicious ( 
ind those against whom he bore personal grudge were ke 
It was within the king’s prerogative to order jail-d 
lease of prisoners, even condemned to death, on 
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birth of a son to him ( ^ mm 

— X). We have a very interesting description of a victorious king 
entering, equipped with a store of arrows, into his defeated enemy’s 
capital with thundering drums and blazing streamers and levying new 
tributes and taxes there from the people (cf. V, 17.). Currency of 
gold and silver coins such as suvarnas, nmakas and karsapanas was 
known to the Mrcchakatika society. Police guards kept watch on cities 
specially at night (TOwrof f? I. 58) and for their 

confidence people going out at night were required to carry lamps 
for safety on the royal roads iiftwT;). Every 

city had its own Police force with a battalion of constables headed 
by chief officers some of whom were called (chief captain of the 
town force) and some t*rrqf% or or probably 

equivalent to our present-day City-Magistrates or City-Superintendents. 
The Police officers were* zealous in cherishing a very high sense of their 
duty with unflinching loyalty to their master, so much so that they 
were not prepared to spare their parents or relatives, if duty required 
their prosecution. They could, therefore, easily boast of their duty with 
such an experssion as — ^ — VI. 15. i.e, 

“in the discharge of our duty to the king our own father must be 
regarded as a stranger.” 

Administration of justice 

A very clear insight into the manner of administration of justice in 
a royal court by the king’s judges can be had from the famous 
trialscene in Act IX of this drama. We read in old treatises on 
Arthasastra and NitiSastra that every capital city and other 
important centres, e r ,g. the sangrahanas, karvatikas , dronamukhas , and 
sthanlyas , must have law-courts {dharmadhikaranas) presided over by 
judges known in Kautilya’s book as dkarmastkas and pradesirs for 
settling civil disputes and trying all sorts of criminal offences. 
Our drama mentions adhikarana-mandapa or vyavahara-maridapa^ 
ie, the Hall of justice or the court-room and an attendant 
whose business was to clean the seats of judges and to keep the 
court-room in order. The judges were called adhikaranabkojakas 
ie. persons in charge of the courts of justice, or simply adhikamnikas* 
There were other functionaries also in this connection, viz^ the 
Sresthin, the president of the merchants’ guild (their Provost} and 
the Kayastha % the court-scribe or the judge’s amanuensis, whose chief 
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duty was to take down evidence and jot down notes for the judge 
at his dictation. The way in which they are seen to interfere in the 
trial makes one believe that these two functionaries used to sit as 
joint assessors or commissioners with the judge. Such was the Tribu- 
nal constituted. The appointment of the judges lay with the king 
and they could act as such only during the latter’s pleasure. This 
is clear from the intimidation made by f§akara, the kings’ brother-in- 
law who on being refused to be heard in respect of his efihar or 
complaint, flew into rage and cried out saying 

fm *5 ftsrfcf m 1 srs tnsra’ 

fwPrsr *ifW ^ fwPnsr y? ^ ysr 

“How, my cause cannot be tried! if it is not tried, then I shall 
apply to king Palaka, my sister’s husband and inform both my sister 
and mother of this and have the judge removed and another appointed 
in his place.” This threat to the judge and the consequent admission 
of the plaint shows that dismissal of such high judicial officers could 
sometimes take place under such circumstances on account of back- 
door influence on bad kings. It was the court practice that the 
judge was to send the attendant out of his court-room for ascertaining 
if any litigant was waiting outside for demanding justice in any suit, 
(cf. *tf%f=Nrar ’arauf 3r. — IX). The arthin or complainant has 

got to appear in person before the judge and make statements on his 
plaint before him and the pratyarthin or defendant is then sum- 
moned by the judge to appear in court for defending himself against 
the charge. In law, complaints are mentioned as of two kinds, one 
depending on oral statements ( vakyanuslirena ) and the other on actual 
facts (artha nusa rend). The first was to be settled by the plaintiff and 
defendant arguing against each other, and the second to be decided 
by the judge sifting the truth out of the facts and deciding the case 
with the help of his legal acumen. The judge’s task of finding out 
what lies in others’ mind is described as a very difficult one, for a 
judicial trial depends on many extraneous matters, vis,, the state- 
ments of parties and evidence got by questions and cross-examina- 
tion (cf. «iT3 _ fT<-qKrffcru?Tr Hence generally 

the judge’s lot is to suffer from blame and not to get the approbation 
of the public V s ? ftcii—IX, vv. 3-4), In the 

words of the poet* a model judge should be “learned in law, t 
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in tracing frauds, eloquent, not ireful, impartial towards friends, 
strangers and relatives, delivering his judgment after carefully 
consulting the prevailing traditions or customs, a protector to the 
weak, a terror to the rogues, righteous, not greedy even when bribes 
are offered to him, always intent on finding out the sought — 
for truth, and able to pacify the king’s wrath (probably, if he be 
displeased by the judge sometimes deciding against his wish).” Im- 
partial dispensation of justice was the chief aim of kings and their 
judges in ancient India. For, have we not read of king Asoka being 
always anxious to declare in his edicts the desirability of uniformity 
in judicial procedure and uniformity in penalties (sftgfaf ft ’TOT, ftrft, 
ftuftmTOr ar ftwr ^ro*TctT — Pillar Edict IV) ? Kautilya also de- 
clares in no uncertain terms of vrttisamya i.e. “impartial treatment” 
by kings in the matter of attending to the final decision of public 
cases. Although the judge with the help of his assessors recorded 
very carefully the facts of the case as got from the evidence of the 
witnesses and weighed their value with the greatest possible precaution 
and lastly arrived at a decision about the guilt or innocence of the 
accused, he was not, however, the final authority in the award of 
punishment or discharge, which entirely lay in the hands of the 
king. Hence when Carudatta’s alleged guilt of murder of Vasantasena 
was established by an unfortunate set of circumstantial evidences, 
the judge had to declare in the court-room thus — 


“The business of proof it was ours to effect, the rest (i.e. the sentence) 
rests with the king.” So we find here that the judges were only a 
recommending body, a clear mention of which fact can also be had 
in the legal treatise, vyavaha ra-mayukha, where runs the line — wrarat 
W. strar wi: i.e. the king is the authority to deliver the 
judgment of capital punishment as the highest judicial authority 
and the other judges are only the investigators of the case. It may 
interest the audience to know that brahmanas were exempted from 
capital punishment according to Manu and other law-makers. Manu 
says — «r M’W? ftsjft gft i m' ’em *rwrft *r u 

(VIII. 381) — “There can be no greater wrong than killing a brahmana, 
hence, the king should not consider even mentally the question of 
his death .” The heaviest punishment that can be meted out to him 
when he commits a very atrocious crime is banishment from the 
kingdom without, however, the forfeiture of all his properties and 
without personal torture (cf, g an$ JTTWa ftjfw 1 afe 
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ST sit « Manu VIII. 380). The Mrcchakatika judge also 
recommended only banishment and not capital punishment for 
Carudatta by refering to Manu’s ordinance in the verbal statement he 
desired the court-attendant to convey to the king in his name, viz,, 

f? yraaft w^i 

ktsfpsttt, fWhat fwlw. 91 11 


“This convicted culprit being a brahmana should not be killed— as 
Manu lays down ; but he may be banished from the kingdom with 



all his properties untouched.” So the judge, although otherwise 
impartial, could not be an advocate of vyavaha ra-mmata (uniformity 
of justice), because he wanted the king to follow the injunctions of 
Manu and not sentence the accused with capital punishment. But 
the king being a tyrant and oppressor of his people, as if in a spirit 
of showing uniformity of punishment, disregarded the recommenda- 
tions of the presiding judge and passed the sentence of death on 
Carudatta. That there takes place sometimes a miscarriage of justice 
is another point which can be discussed here with reference to the 
trial of Carudatta whom we all know to be innocent. But invention 
of lies and falsehoods against an accused often goes undetected and 
it unjustly implicates innocent people, and so if the judge cannot 
sometimes penetrate beyond the appearances of so-called facts, the 
inevitable result, viz. maladministration of justice takes place. Caru- 
datta has expressed clearly that it is sometimes useless to tell the 
truth, for he says 3%' ?ra‘ PrfNir — “the royal eye (i. e. 

the judge) is feeble and cannot discern the truth.” Such judges who 
Can even persuade themselves to falsely believe that a crow (which 
is black in colour) is white, often bring disgrace upon the king’s 
judiciary and impel kings into the scorching flames of iniquity and 
cause entire ruin to thousands of victims (cf. t?t: crgrr#!: *rsr: sfrew- 
wmt %• r wPr r 11 IX, 41). 

One could insist on proving his innocence in trial by submitting 
himself to the different ordeals prevalent at the time, four of which 
viz. poison, water, scale and fire are found mentioned in this drama 
(‘•N^rapnftwif^r t -IX, 43), Yajnavalkya (II, 95) however, 

has a fifth vis. kosa-divya i.e. the practice of causing the accused : 
to drink three handfuls of water by which terrible gods have been 
bathed in worship. But these ordeals were resorted to only when the 
complainant himself was ready to accept .punishment, if he fails to 
prove his charge against the accused. . , . . . 
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Religious faiths and practices 

It has been truly remarked by a great historian that “the relative 
prevalence of each of the three religions (Brahmanical Hinduism, Bud- 
dhism and Jainism) varied immensely from time to time and province 
to province.” The Indians in the Mrcchakatika period appear to have 
followed religious faith according to their own predilection and family 
tradition, and kings must have been tolerant of the freedom of 
worship by their subjects. Vedic lore was respected and Vedic 
sacrifices were performed with recitation of Vedic hymns in sanctuaries 
(X. 12). The mention in different contexts of various Vedic and 
Pauranic gods and goddesses, e.g. Indra, Brahma, Visnu, Laksml, 
Mahadeva (under various other names also, such as, Siva, Hara, 
Nllakantha, Vrsabhaketu) as the destroyer of Daksa’s sacrifice 
(^JIW fJcn), his consort Gaurl referred to as Devi killing the 
demons Sumbha and Nisumbha, and Karttikeya (Sanmukha), the 
slayer of Kraufica, and also the copious references to the various 
characters in the Ramayana and the Mahabbarata such as, Rama, 
Sita, Ravana, Balin, Jatayu, Kalanemi, Hanumat, Jamadagni, as 
well as the five Pandava brothers with Draupadl, KuntI, Subhadra, 
Duryodhana, Duhsiisana, Kesava with his yellow garment and 
Balarama with his blue points to a period when a revival of Brah- 
manism had already commenced to work out in the society the 
members of which including those who were lowly stationed in life were 
conversant with the various epic and Pauranic incidents and stories. 
The sun and the moon were invoked for granting safety to the people. 
There were certainly votaries belonging to the Brahmanical sects 
such as Vaisnavism and Saivaism. Slaughter of goats in sacrifices 
was in vogue in the society ( cf. m wmw - — I and 

X. 21 ). But a clear hint of the prohibition of 
slaughter of animals in a city inhabited by righteous people can be had 
in verse (VIII. 44) in which such action is described as violent 
ftTOg rrerent It is doubtful if such a practice was due to any 

Buddhistic influence diffused over the country at the time. People had 
a deep belief in the Yoga practices of samadhi (contemplation) by which 
the individual soul could be absorbed into the Universal One, To offer 
oblations to their household deities and to the Matrkas was amongst 
the daliy duties of the people. It is difficult to ascertain, however, if 
men in this period had any belief in the various incarnations of Visnu. 
Only a covert allusion to the dwarf incarnation with his three strides 
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may be found in one context (V. 6 ). People of high rank, including 
kings, could never discard oracular statements as untrue and had 
faith in omens and auguries. 

Belief in heaven and hell was predominant in the religious conduct 
of the Hindus. Not to speak of men in high position in society, 
even lower-class people of the day, nay, people like bullock-cart -drivers, 
though suffering from worldly miseries, cherished in their bosom 
a deep-seated belief in ‘‘the next world” which they defined as a 
condition of life due to the just consequences of one’s good or bad acts 
(cf. t it qsrahl— -rrsl i Act VIII). The cause of the good 

or bad condition of their existence in this life was attributed to their 
performance of good or bad deeds in their previous existences. The 
best example that can be culled from this drama of such a belief is in 
the speech of Sthavaraka, Sahara’s cart-driver, who openly refused in 
plain and strong terms to kill Vasantasena, although repeatedly tempted 
to do so with offer of large and substantial bribes by his master, saying — 

w wsjf' n— -VIII. 25 


“Through misdeeds of a former life, I have been a born-slave; 
I shall not buy any more (store of ill-luck), hence I must avoid a sinful 
deed,’’ ■■"■'K.AVt':' ■ 

That the people of the period were very much God-fearing can 
be best illustrated from a verse in Act VIII (verse 24) in which the 
idea runs that, whether men will it or not, all their holy and unholy 
acts are witnessed by the several agents of the Almighty ( ff- 
VIII. 24), vis., the ten quarters, the sylvan deities, the sun, 
the moon, Dharma itself, the wind, the sky and the Eternal Soul. 
The same idea is expressed by Manu in a verse (VIII. 86) : 

Tlfa; ^ SW. 11 

Hindus of those days always attached great importance to the duty 
of affording protection or shelter to those who solicited it in times 
of need and distress. 

But as in modern societies, so also in all past ones, the existence 
of irreligious and bad men was not wanting. For we find in the 
Mrccbakatika many advocates of Purusakara (power of men) con- 
demning krtanta or daiva (destiny) and boldly declaring that fate 
sometimes searches weak points in men’s life and metes out u~ 
consequences in the dispensation of fruits of actions. We h 
of people living at that time who did no! 
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before gods. Another type of men of ignominious character also pre- 
vailed, as they always do prevail in every society, who took to re- 
ligious life even to the extent of full renunciation, but only in order 
to cover their own vile actions and not being able to follow the strict 
rules of the life of a renunciant generally brought it to disrepute 
{wm\ V, 14). 

^ We have shown above that all the aspects of the Brahmanic re- 
ligion appeared to have been in their supremacy and ascendancy 
during the period. There is clear indication, however, that the 
Hindus assumed a hostile attitude towards Buddhism, the followers 
of which were looked down upon by them. 'The sight of a 
Buddhist mendicant was regarded as an evil omen leading to 
some calamity (cf. and residence in a place 

where Buddhist bhikkhus lived is described as being forbidden even 
for men of bad character. VThe natural inference is that Buddhism 
was in a decadent condition, although we read in the drama of 
the existence of viharas (monasteries or convents) where not 
only monks but nuns also could reside and which were supervised 
by kulapatis (patriarchs). ^Even to this day such Buddhist institu- 
tions for nuns exist in 'Nepal and Tibet. The Buddhist bkiksus 
are described as wearing yellow robes in a peculiar manner across 
the shounlders. Even when tortured by others they utter in rever- 
ence the name of the Buddha whom they pray for sarana or shelter, 
A Buddhist ascetic considered female contact as sinful, hence the 
monk, Samvahaka, is seen in this drama as not lending the support 
even of his hand to Vasanatasena when the latter was exerting with 
great difficulty to get up and stand on the ground in Sakara’s garden 
where she had lain unconscious after having been strangled by that 
villain. For, his ideal was that the next world was for the men whose 
hands, mouth, and the other senses could all be restrained. Requital 
of obligations was deemed as the foremost duty by the Buddhists, 
more valued than their aspiration for the attainment of heavenly 
bliss. Some of the precepts preached by the sramana (as described 
in Act VIII) are very interesting for a study of the history of the 
religious tenets of the period. He advises all people to restrain the 
cravings of the stomach, to be meditative, to consider all things as 
transitory and thus to attain the summum donum or permanent happi- 
ness of heaven by fighting with Nescience and Egotism. He was 
of opinion that outward shaving of the head and mowing of the chin 
was nothing but a mockery, unless one purifies his own heart, 



This lesson on citta-huddhi or purification of the heart was com- 
mon to both the heterodox and the orthodox systems of Indian 
religion. Hence, I think, we shall not be far from truth if we infer 
that eclectism in religion was entertained by men of light and leading 
of the days. We find, however, no trace of Jainism during the period 
in this drama. 

This is all that I have been able to say on the society as pictured 
in the Mrcchakatika. 


Radhagovinda Basak 


The Candidas-Problem 


Much has already been written on the problems connected with 
the life and writings of Candidas, one of the earliest and important 
Bengali poets ; but the modest object of the present essay is not to 
enter into any controversy but to state the general problem in a 
concise form after sifting facts from fiction, and to suggest, if possible, 
some lines of enquiry which may lead to an ultimate solution. 

With regard to Candidas’s life and personality we have scanty 
facts. We would, therefore, be on much safer ground if we look to 
his writings themselves (at least to those which we can with some 
reason consider to be genuine) and take them as our starting point, 
instead of trusting to vague traditions and un authenticated legends. 

There can hardly be any doubt that a great poet bearing the 
name of Candidas flourished before the advent of Caitanya, the great 
apostle of Bengal Vaisnavism, The references in the Madhya-llla sec 
tion of the Caitanya-caritamrta that Caitanya loved to listen to the 
songs of Candidas are confirmed by the statement of Narahari Das, 
who was a contemporary of Caitanya and who also records the same 
fact, as well as by later traditions recorded in other Vaisnava works 
As Caitanya was born in saka 1407 ( = 1485 A.C.J we can 
sume that a well-known song-writer of Vaisnavite tendencies, held 
high esteem by Caitanya himself and bearing the name of C 
flourished some time before the latter part of the cen 
snava literature and tradition, which are rate 
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Ing the names of the followers of the faith and its great literary ex- 
ponents, do not know of any other Candidas (except one Dina 
Candidas of whom we shall speak later), we can presume that this 
Candidas is no other than the poet to whom the Padavalis are generally 
attributed, and that he preceded Caitanya and was well enough es- 
tablished in fame to be regarded with esteem in Caitanya’s time. 

To this Candidas is attributed a collection of padas or songs 
relating to the eternally popular theme of the love of Krsna and 
Radha. The number of these songs varies, and opinions differ as to 
the authenticity of most of them ; but the largest collection of these 
songs is that made by Nilratan Mukhopadhyay and published by the 
Vanglya Sahitya Parisat, which contains 830 padas or songs. (In 
this article this collection is throughout referred to as the Padavall). 
In 1916 Basanta Ran j an Ray published from a unique manuscript, 
which he had discovered five years before that date in the district 
of Bankura, a work bearing the bhanita of Va$u Candidas, and con- 
taining 415 padas arranged in an order somewhat different from that 
usually followed in Padavall collections and divided into certain well- 
marked sections. The manuscript was unfortunately incomplete and 
contained many lacunce, but the editor gave to it the title of Sri- 
krsna-klrttan in deference to the tradition that the great Candidas 
wrote a work of that name. Now as there are considerable divergences, 
real or apparent, in matters of style, language and ideas, between the 
Padavall and the Srl*krma~kirttan (SKK), the question arises as 
to (i) whether the latter is a genuine work and (ii) whether the 
author of SKK is the same as the author of the Padavall, Inciden- 
tally it is possible to discuss the question of there having been more 
than one Candidas, as well as the bearing of some of the traditions 
(e,g„ the Raml-legend) s which are usually associated with the name of 
Candidas, on the general question. These are some of the principal 
points round which the Candidas-problem moves. 

There cannot be much doubt, in spite of controversy, with regard 
to the antiquity and genuineness of the SKK, Judging from the 
language, competent scholars would place the work towards the 
end of the 14th century, a date which does not conflict with the 
probable date of Candidas indicated above. The work is preserved 
in a unique manuscript which has been placed on independent 
palseographical grounds at the same date. It bears throughout the 
bhanita of Vatju Candidas, who is said to be composing the work at 
the instance of the goddess Vasnli. w* ialcn> fTni» <svf *»***via 1 f/acft-, 
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inony of Sanatan Gosvamin, who in his commentary on the Srt- 
madbhagavata speaks of the Dana-khanda and Nauka-khanda (which 
appear as sections of SKK) composed by Candidas, along with Jaya- 
deva’s Glta-govinda, as examples of good poems ( Gita-govmdadi - 
prasiddhas tatha Srl-can^idasadi-darsita-Danakhancla-NaukakhaadUdi- 
prakaras, ca jfieyah). All this makes it highly probable that in the 
SKK we have not only a genuine work of Candidas who flourished 
before Caitanya, but also one which has been preserved in Candidas’s 


own unmodified language in an almost contemporary document 

If the genuineness of the SKK is thus accepted, we can look 
to it for any light it might throw on the life and personality of 
Candidas. From this work we learn that the author’s name was 
Ananta (also occurring as Atlanta) Vacju Candidas, and that he wrote 
at the direction of his ista-devata Vasull. This is in conformity 
with the usual tradition about Candidas. The theory, chiefly inferred 
without much reason from the Padavali, that Candidas was an artless 
and untutored poet, is now disproved by the considerable knowledge 
of Sanskrit language and literature, Purana, prosody and rhetoric he 
displays in the SKK . The Sanskrit verses in this work, which number 



about 125 and which act as running links in connecting the padas , 
are certainly written by the poet himself ; one at least of these verses 
(p.380) is composed in a difficult Sanskrit metre ; the metaphors, similes 
and other figures of speech, which are freely used throughout the 
work, indicate the poet’s acquaintance with works on rhetoric ; 
and finally five songs of Jayadeva are here translated almost verbatim 
in five padas, while in one pada the substance of Jayadeva’s famous 
DaSavatara-stotra is reproduced with a slight modification to suit the 
context. This last point makes it clear that Candidas was greatly 
influenced by Jayadeva, and that his SKK represents one phase of 
the development of pre-Caitanya Vaisnavism in Bengal, of which 
other phases are seen in Jayadeva and Vidyapati. It is also clear 
from &KK that Candidas was a proficient musician like Jayadeva, 
and all his songs bear the name of the riigas in which they are to 
be sung. From his relation to Jayadeva as well as to Caitanya as 
indicated above, we can infer finally that the author of the SKK was 
later than Jayadeva but earlier than Caitanya, and this inference sup- 
ports the date, viz,, the latter part of the 14th century, which is 
usually assigned to him. 

The question now arises as to whether the author of the SKK is 
the same as the author of the Padavalis which are usually ascribed 
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to Candidas. The apparent divergence of language need not be taken 
as an insuperable difficulty ; for the SKK has been fortunately pre- 
served in an old manuscript of the 1 4th century, which gives us the 
unmodified antique language of the time in a fairly faithful form, 
while the language of the Padavall must have in course of time been 
modernised in the mouth of the Klrttanlyas and adapted to the 
exigencies of Klrttan-songs. If the Padavall were preserved in as 
old a manuscript we would probably have found the language in the 
same antique form as we find it in SKK. 

Of 830 songs attributed in the Padavall to Candidas a very large 
number must be spurious ; but as they have not yet been critically 
sifted it is difficult to take them as the basis of any inference. There 
cannot be any doubt, however, in the mind of any one who has 
studied these fadas with some care that every pada which bears the 
bhanita of Candidas need not be genuine, and many of them have 
been actually ascribed in other collections or in Vaisnava anthologies 
to other poets with other bhanitas. In SKK the bhanitas give us the 
name of the poet as Vac]u Candidas, Ananta (or Ananta) Vadu Can- 
didas, or simply Candidas ; in the Padavall we have no mention of 
Ananta, but in addition to the other forms we have Dvija Candidas. 
It is not clear if the word Vadu, as sometimes suggested, is synonymous 
with Dvija, meaning a Brahmin, although an attempt has been made 
to derive the former word from Sanskrit vatu. Basanta Ranjan Ray, 
relying on the indication vadclo mahan of the DeH-nama-mala and on a 
passage of the Prakrta-pingala to the same effect, says that the word 
is a family surname indicating good descent ; but he also points 
out that the surname is actually borne to-day by people of even lower 
caste in Western Bengal and is, in his opinion, comparable to Assamese 
Barua or Bacjua which is borne by non-Brahmins. If the word Vadu 
cannot be equated with certainty with the word Dvija, the later 
bhanita, would look extremely suspicious and should be accepted with 
due caution. At the same time, every song in the Padavall which 
bears the bhanita of Vadu and mentions Vasull need not in itself 
be taken as genuine, for cases of wrong ascription or later interpo- 
lation are unfortunately too frequent. In some songs there is also 
the bhanita of Dina Candidas, Hare Krstia Mukherji in his Birbkum 
Vtvaran (Pt. iii) has already shown that these pad as were probably 
composed by a larer industrious versifier of that name, who was a 
pupil of Narottam Das fhakur. 

There are also some songs which are collected together by Nil- 
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ratan Mukhopadhyay as Ragatmika Pada. These padas make the 
story of Vasull and Candldas’s connexion with a certain washer- 
woman Rami their theme. Considerable currency has been given 
to these legends by Nagendra Nath Vasu and Dinesh Candra Sen 
in their writings; but these padas are undoubtedly later additions 
by a Sahajiya poet who wanted to write a sort of Vasull-mahatmya 
and connect Candidas and Rami with the cult by means of an ela- 
borate romantic story. We are not directly concerned here with the 
question whether Candldas’s Vasull was originally VajreSvarl (as 
suggested by Basanta Ranjan Ray) or Vagl§varl, the Sakti of Man- 
jugrl (as suggested by Hare Krsna Mukherji); all that we know 
from the SKK is that Candidas was certainly a worshipper of that 
deity and puts her name very often in his bhanitd. Throughout 
the SKK, however, there is no mention of Sahaja cult or of Rami, 
nor is it found in the corpus of the Padavall, except in the above- 
mentioned Ragatmika pada collection, and in four independent padas 
given in N. Mukhopadhyay’s edition at pp. 71, 293, 310 and 343. 
Leaving aside the Ragatmika Padas , the genuineness of which is 
extremely doubtful, any one who has any acquaintance with Candldas’s 



writings can never accept these four padas as genuine. They do not 
directly mention Rami but allude to the poet’s connexion with a 
washerwoman, and one at least of these padas is obviously a weak 
imitation of certain Khaqdas of SKK, for it sets forth Krsna as a 
shopkeeper who exacts from the Gopls his fancied price for his wares. 
There is also a pada collected by Sibratan Mitra of Birbhum and 
given by N. Mukhopadhyay in the appendix to his edition. This 
verse vasma avanti-pure ( ), which again makes no direct 
mention of Rami, speaks of a young girl, a rajaka-ramanl, with whom 
Candidas fell in love when he was still a student at Avantipur, and 
who returned his ardent affection and lived with him. It is notable 
that in this verse the veneer of spiritual love which marks the Ragat- 
mika Padas is absent, and it gives a frank enough description of 
youthful passion. This particular pada may or may not be genuine; 
but this was probably how the legend originated, later on turning 
the young rajaka-ramawi into Rami, a deasim of Vasull and a helper 
of Candidas in his sahaja-sadhana. It is not disputed that the, legend 
might not have a basis in fact, for the tradition in Birbhum bn this 
point is strong, and a poet of Candidas’s erotic-religious temperament 
(as displayed in the SKK) could possibly have some such romantic 
history of youthful passion as recorded in this verse and as amplified 
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by this legend • but there is no satisfactory evidence to shew that 
the padasy which make this legend their theme or allude to it in 
connexion with Candldas’s religious realisation, were really composed 
by the poet himself. It Is not unlikely that some such legend ex- 
isted (as it still exists) from the poet's own time about his romantic 
partiality for a certain washerwoman, and that some later poet of 
pronounced Sahajiya predilections found in it an opportunity of 
weaving out an extremely fanciful and mystic story with the purpose 
of connecting Candidas with the Sahajiya cult, just in the same way as 
Vidyapati’s name is sometimes connected with that of Lachima Devi. 
In its tendency towards supernaturalism, which characteristic this 
story shares with the Mangala-poems, as well as in language, Imagery 
and ideas it certainly bears the impress of later composition. It 
may also be conceded that Candidas probably belonged to some such 
cult, but it is impossible to believe that these padas which pretend 
to give his spiritual history were actually composed by him. The 
pre-Caitanya Sahajiya cult was probably different from what we find 
it in post-Caitanya era under the Inspiration chiefly of Mukunda 
Deva”; what the Ragatmika Padas embody is unmistakably a phase 
of the post-Caitanya cult. In one of these padas there is a distinct 
reference to Rupa ( Tffi ), which must allude to one 

of the six Gosvamins of later Sahajiya cult and confirm the suspicion 
that these padas are later pious additions. 

If we leave aside these suspiciously spurious or wrongly ascribed 
padas from the collection and sift it severely and critically, we shall 
still have left a nucleus of very fine songs of deep poetical inspiration, 
which bear on them the stamp of a great genius. Now the question 
arises as to whether these can be the production of the same great 
poet as wrote the SKK. In the absence of sufficient data it is diffi- 
cult to come to a definite conclusion on this point, and we are forced 
to base ^our inference chiefly on the consideration of the style and 
spirit of the two groups of poems, viz,, those in the SKK and in the 
Padavali collection. Such considerations are at best unsafe guides ; 
for apart from the uncertainty of the necessarily subjective valuation 
that has to be made by the critic himself, a poet may at one period 
of his life write an intensely erotic poem with a religious tendency 
as the SKK y but at another period compose songs of the Padavali 
type breathing in general an atmosphere of spiritual elevation. Such 
was the case with Ramprasad who was the author of a Vidyasundar 
well as of devotional songs of great spirituality. Or, it may be 
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possible that these songs of the Padavall once formed a part of the 
SKK itself (we have got the work in an incomplete form), or of some 
other systematic work by Candidas which is now lost. At least, one 
such song cwf^fl <2M 5 ! of the SKK occurs in a modernised form 

as (Sfsfsf in the Padavall collection ; and stray lines and 

verses from the SKK can be traced also in the latter. 

We have seen that the apparent discrepancy of the language 
employed in the SKK and in the Padavall respectively is not diffi- 
cult to explain. There is also another apparent discrepancy. In the 
SKK, as we have already pointed out, Candidas was greately influ- 
enced by Jayadeva, whom he even verbally translates. In this work 
Candidas, like most pre-Caitanya poets writing on Vaisnava topic, 
emphasises more upon the Aaisvarya- aspect of the theme than upon its 
Madhurya, which became predominant in later poets through the teach- 
ings of Caitanya. This emphasis of the more or less magnificent aspect 
is probably a survival of the older Vasudeva worship, before Krsna- 
worship with all its possibilities the softer madhurya came into promi- 
nence. In the Padavall, the dominant note is madhurya ; in the SKK 
it is ai'svarya. The Radha of the SKK, imperious, defiant and even 
militant, is not the Radha of the Padavall, whose attitude is marked by 
a note of complete self-surrender and infinite pathos. While admitting 
the force of these arguments, we may point out that a careful considera- 
tion of the whole question will shew that these remarks with regard 
to the SKK are certainly true of the earlier parts of the poem, which 
include Dana-kharjda, Tambu la-khan da or Naukakhanda, but they 
do not apply at all to the later Vrndavanakhanda and more parti- 
cularly to Radha-viraha, in which the madhurya aspect undoubtedly 
comes into prominence. The Radha of this part of the work marks 
an advance on the Radha, of the earlier part and anticipates the Radha 
of the Padavall, Some padas of Radha-viraha, if translated into the 
comparatively modern Bengali of the Padavall, would read as if they 
are taken bodily out of the Padavall collection. They have the same 
note of tenderness, spirituality and pathos, the same poetic and 
romantic fervour as form the dominant note of the Padavall. 

In the SKK the padas are arranged in sections which relate to 
cular episodes in the erotic career of Krsna and Radha, and 
have thus titles like Naukakhanda and so forth ; in the Pa< 
classification is different, although here we have pseudo-Na 
as well. This discrepancy, however, is not material 
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r fi h n l a - 0t ! ler 6XamP ! e 111 J ayadeva ’ 3 arrangement, and not the later 
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?0aaa poets came to be arranged. It is possible to classify and 
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say oThTm as”R I'd" * , S '^ “ S ■ and only 

say oi him as Rabindranath said of Kalidasa : 7 

^ 33? <5ft^ I 

Thou art only a poet to-day— and nothing else ! 


Mrinal Dasgupta 
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Notes on Dravidian 
III 



VII Brahui oblique first personal pronoun base kan and 
common Dravidian an, 



i It may be asked whether k-in the Brahui forms may not be 
representative of an original stage while central and southern Dravi- 
dian may have dropped the initial k-. This is unlikely in view of 
(i) the fact that most of the dialects other than Brahui have initially 
vowels only, and (ii) the intimate connection which the forms with 
initial vowels show to the common roots from which numerous other 
forms have also been produced. 


We have seen above that the initial k of a number of Brahui 
words like ka (die) represents an ancient stage, which after- 
wards developed into s or h in other dialects. There are a few Brahui 
forms with initial k 1 which, unlike that of the above group, is probably 
a secondary development : §g®l 


Brahui 


cf. non-Brahui Dravidian forms. 


karghing 

(to shear) 

arak 

kuring 

(to roll) 

urul 

kisking 

(to pull) 

iju 

koting 

(to break) 

odei 

kurring 

(to conceal) 

oil 

kuriing 

(to eat) 

un 


The non-Brahui forms are generally found to agree, with charac- 
teristic modifications, in the various dialects of Central and Southern 
Dravidian. These, therefore, are presumably the originals, The 
change, then, from initial vowels to k will be somewhat like the follow- 
ing : 

arak V(<?) yarak or (x)wark V <jarak or xarak V kark V kargh 
(Brahui). 

The prothetic on-glide, whether palatal or guttural, always in- 
volves a fricative element which easily changes into the plosive, cf. the 
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development of the initial aspirate both in Brahui and in Kin (See 
above). 

The development of the oblique first personal pronominal form 
kan probably resulted through such a process from an, the Dravidian 
first personal base : 

Either Kan xwan van <, van <, an 
or kan <, q.yan yan yan <, an 

It is interesting to observe that in Southern Dravidian itself, there 
are numerous related forms, one set with initial k-, by the side of 
another without k-» 

Forms with k - : 

Kelappu (rouse) 
kulai (shake) 
kgru (rise) 
korai (speak etc.) 
karugu (a variety of grass) 
kil 

kali (passage) 
karai (shore, end) 

etc. 

Sufficient evidence, however, is lacking for us to be positive about 
the origin of the initial k- of all these forms, though it may be noted 
that the forms without the k~ are certainly the originals. 

A possibility, worth considering, but difficult *to pursue in the 
present state of our knowledge, is whether the practice of introducing 
the prefix k- was, at a very ancient time, borrowed by Dravidian 
from Austria which employs prefixes and infixes for word-formation. 
Apart from the difficulty of definitely arriving at an estimate as to 
whether grammatical divices of this kind could have been copied by 
orie language from another, our knowledge of the relationship of 
Austric and Dravidian is much too imperfect to enable us to pursue 
this topic. One thing, however, is clear. The researches of M, Przyluski 
of Paris into the influence of Austric vocabulary on Sanskrit (See 
his papers in MSL and BSL), and the presumable contact between the 
Austric peoples and the Dravidians at a pre-historic age (See his Vn 
anmn Fmp\e dn Penfaub and Vegetalisme et Totemisme dans IPnde) 
would lead us to expect that in a pre-historic past there should 
have existed a great deal of mutual influence between Austric and 
Dravidian $ but in the absence of any definite knowledge about the 


Forms with initial vowels : 

eluppu 

ulai 

em 

urai 

amgu 

II 

ali 

arai (nearness) 

etc. 
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character and extent of this mutual influence, no postulate could be 
made of the Austric origin of Dravidian initial k-in the above words. 

Mr. Tuttle attempts to explain initial k- of Brahui lean- (A, J. Ph. 
1928J as being “apparently equivalent to a blending of the Tamil 
accusative ennai and the Tamil dative enakku” ; but this process would 
not explain the other Dravidian forms with initial k-. 

The only view therefore possible is the one stated supra-, the 
tendency to develop an aspirate initially before vowels in close con- 
nection with the glides is so strong in this northern Dravidian dialect 
that a process of change like (q)y or (x)vVq or x^k may be 
tentatively postulated. 

VIII The voiced cerebral continuative l of Tamil 

This is a very common sound in Tamil and Malayalam and may 
be described as being the sound produced when the fore- blade of the, 
tongue is raised towards the apex of the mouth in a slightly grooved 
way, so as to create a small crescent-like passage, through which 
the vibration of the vocal chords makes itself felt in a continuous 
manner. None of the Dravidian dialects, except Tamil, Malayalam 
and old Kannada, possesses this sound. Amongst non-Dra vidian lang- 
uages, this sound is not met with as a separate phoneme in any 
known civilised language ; my observation tells me that certain ' 
Englishmen using the dialects of the extreme south of England 
bring out something like the Tamil sound, for the r in words like 
“short,” “word”, “board” etc. , 

Sabdamanidarpana, an old Kannada grammar by KSsiraja, des- 
cribes its occurrence and origin in old Kannada as follows : 

“In the apabbramsa or tadbhava state the letters i, fch, t, r and 
the ksala of a number of words become i”. 

The account of the origin given here is hardly complete. Its 
occurrence in a very large number of native Kannada words is not 
explained ; but the fact that the sound is a derived one and a 
unique development of the Tamil-Malayalam group and old Kannada 
had struck the author of this old Kannafla grammar. Not- 
withstanding the suggestion contained in Kgsiraja’s explanation of 
its origin, scholars have been holding the opinion that the sound is 
not a derivative one, that it had probably existed in primitive Dra- 
vidian and that Tamil, Malayalam and Kannada 
middle dialects) alone retained it while the others dr 
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course of their historical development. Some colour has been said to 
be lent to this view by the fact that modern Kannada has substituted 
other sounds In its stead and that some ancient Telegu inscriptions 
possess a symbol which probably represented this sound. The argument 
about modern Kannada having replaced the old sound by other 
sounds sheds no light at all on the question whether the sound was 
a primitive Dravidian one or not. As for the symbol In the Telegu 
inscriptions, competent Telegu scholars 1 are of opinion that the 
symbol, for incontestable reasons, could not have stood for any 
other sound than d. The only possible solution for the origin of 
the sound should be sought in the internal evidence furnished by 
the phonetic and semantic analysis of the roots in Tamil and 
Kannada, and in the analysis of their relationship to other roots, 
both of Tamil-Kannada and of the other dialects. 

If such an analysis could reveal to us that the roots containing 
the sound 1 as a radical component are intimatly related to roots 
containing other sounds in the place of this sound, and, further, that 
these roots with sounds other than 1 are sufficiently in agreement 
with roots of other Dravidian dialects to warrant the inference of 
their primitive character, I think we shall be justified in taking the 
roots with 1 to be derivative and the others to be original represent 
tatives of a previous stage in the development of the language. 

I shall just indicate below the possibilities without dogmatising 
either way. A few instances alone are discussed, though I may say 
that the possibilities suggested in these cases would be found to apply 
to air cases of L 

The examples given below are taken from Tamil-Malayajam. 
It may be remarked that the native Kannada roots given in the 
Sabdamanidarpana and Sabdanusasana are all allied to correspond- 
ing Tamil roots. 

; kll meaning “below'” appears as kinde in Telegu, Idle in Kan- 
nada, in Tulti, klya in Kurukh. The root is cognate with 
kid (to lie down) which is a common Dravidian root probably 
* derived from primitive id or iL II, il etc, influenced ki<j and 

; produced kll, 

kil (old, decrepit, weak) is obviously related to the common 
root kid (to lie down); cf. Brahui keragh (below) and Kurukh- 
kira (old). 


* See the article on 1 in the Telugu journal ‘BharatP (iQ 2 7h 


NOTES ON DRAVIDIAN 


337 


tol (to worship by joining hands) has a specialised meaning 
in Tamil and Malayalam. The idea of touching or joining 
(hands) clearly links it with the common Dravidian todu 
which appears as such in Tamil and in the instrumental 
inflexional termination in Telegu and in the conjunctive 
termination of Brahui -to, cf, also Brahui toning or toring 
(to hold), and Kuvi toh (to touch), 
tolan (companion) evidently comes from the root tod (to touch, 
join, unite — vide above), cf. Kuvi tonu (friend) 
kalai (passage) is allied to kad (to cross) which appears with 
slightly different meanings in various Dravidian dialects, 
cf. Kurukh khadd (river). 

kali (to finish) Telegu gadutsu and Kannada kale should be 
related to the primary idea contained in kad above, cf, 
Kuvi lik, to exhaust, with the apocope of initial ka and 
compensatory vowel lengthening, cf. also Kurukh khach, to 
complete etc, 

ilai (to be moving on the ground) cf Kannada ili (state of being 
humbled); — probably related to the ancient Dravidian roots 
ir (to sit) and ir (to go down), (cf. Brahui kisking) 

Slu (to rise). This is an old Kannada and modern Tamil form. 
It appears as elu in Kui with the derived meaning “wisdom.” 
The radical portion of the word is disinctly related to eru 
(to ascend) which is a common Dravidian base occurring 
in many dialects. Cf. the Brahui form hefing <, (h) 
erfing <, erving, the vi representing the causal affix, 
olu (to flow) occurs in old Kannada and modern Tamil and 
Malayalam. Telegu has ulika — related to the root ol (to flow), 
chali (a leaping insect). The 1 here evidently stands for d, as the 
meaning shows ; chad or Sad means to “leap” 
alu (to weep) — cf. Telegu edutsu, Tulu are, Telegu alugu (to be 
depressed) The Tamil root al meaning primarily to melt, 
has the derivative meaning of sorrow in allal etc. Forms 
in other Dravidian dialects are ri in Kui (with apocope of 
initial a and change of 1 into r), li in Kuvi, olkh in 
Kurukh and hoghing in Brahui. The original source 
may therefore be al. Is the root ar (to cry out) found 
in Kui, Kurukh and Tamil (arpu= shout) cognate, as the, 
semantic relationship shows ? cf, also Tamil a!al (sorrow) 
with Tel. adal. . ... 
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palu (useless, ruined). This form is cognate with the root pad 
(to lie, to fall, to be mined) which occurs in Telegu, Kan- 
nada, Tulu and Kui. Cf. also Brahui pat (wood), 
pal (old, ripe) occurring in palaya (old) is also probably related 
to pad (above). Cf. Kurukh pacca (old); Kui — Kuvi 
pat (fruit) ; Brahui bsr (plum) where r probably stands for 
old d. 

poli (to fall off in pieces) is clearly related to pod (to fall off 
in pieces) a base common to many Dravidian dialects, 
kui in kulandei (infant) should be related to kud or kut which 
signifies smallness ; cf. Kui kog (small) and Malyalam kutti. 
kui in kuli (pit) is from kut (to dig); Brahui khutt, Kurukh khoss 
(to dig). 

vili (to open eyes) may be related to the root vid (to separate, 
to let loose) cf. Brahui malang (to open) where m <, v;see 
paste ; cf. also Kui-ICuvi meh-fto open eyes) ; and Gondi 
midst. 

chul (to whirl) occurring in words like chulalu, chuli etc. is re- 
lated to the root chur with the same meaning, found not 
only in Tamil but Telegu, Kui and Kurukh ; Brahui has. 
kuring (to roll up) 

kolal, ko'avi (tube and pestle) respectively have to be related to 
the primitive root kol (to take on, to fit etc,) cf. Brahui 
konding (to bore out); kol in Tamil kolumei (abundance) 
is also from kol and is related to Brahui kor (abundant), 
pall (punishment, blame) is allied to padu (to suffer) 
vllu (to fall). Is this another form of vidu with the idea of de- 
scent emphasised by the sound 1 which, quite significantly 
enough, connotes the idea of descent everywhere ? 
mol (to jut out) is related to mol (to sprout) and mod (to pro- 
ject). 

The above instances point to the fact that the 1 may have been 
developed from other sounds of Dravidian. It is very interesting to 
note that in dialectal Tamil and dialectal Malayajam, even to-day 
the tendency to convert retroflex 1 into 1 is met with in examples 
like k e 1, k 5 1 , etc. The tendency seems to have been very 
prominent in old Kannada, as noted by Kesiraja in his grammar, 
quoted by Kittel : “I is an adeSa or substitute of d in words like 
nolpa (from nod), malpa (from mad), su'pa (from slid) etc. 

Carnoy in his recent work La Science du Mot observes (p. 25) 
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that particular sounds used freely in different words may reflect a 
special common connotation. I am inclined to think that 1 in Tamil 
introduces, wherever it occurs, a series of connected connotations : 
descent, mingling , reduction to a state of lowness or of close attachment 
etc. The question as to how it arose in the Tamil-Kannada group, 
whether as a borrowing from some pre-Dravidic aboriginal dialect, 
or as a native development, cannot, however, be solved, 

IX Kui-Kuvi man (to be or exist ) Kurukh men (to be), Gondi 
man and Brahui manning (to become). 



ItSii 


Friend-Pereira in his grammar of Kui suggests that the Kui root 
man seems to be radically the same as the classical Tamil '‘man” 
which signifies as a verb “to remain or to abide.'’ There is a Tamil 
verb root man meaning “to remain” (nileiperutal, as it is explained 
in Tamil dictionaries) and the Tamil form mane (house) and the form 
man meaning “that which is spread out” and so “earth” are derived 
from this verb root. Kannada and Telugu have mannu (to remain) 
while all Southern dialects possess mannu (earth, soil). 

Kurukh also has this form : men. 

. Brahui manning is certainly related to this root. 

Now, very interesting light is shed upon the earlier history of this 
root man, by (i) a number of verb-forms in Brahui with initial m 


manning (to obey) allied to 

miring (to drive out) do. 

mukking (to stammer) do. 

murifing (to stretch out) do. 
mushking (to rub) dd. 


vanangu or anahgu (Tamil) 
virattu do. 

vikku or ikku as in 
ikku (pichu) do. 

uri or viri do. 

urai (to rub) do. 


(ii) m- as found in Kurukh mur (country) from common Dravidian 
ur ; mala (not) from alia ; mufkhna (pour) from oli ; menna (to hear) 
from older vin (cf. Tel.-Tamil kann vinu, to hear), Gondi has maia 
(to be) from aia ; marust (to fry cf. Southern vara) ; midst (to open 
cf, vili) ; vat (to move ; cf. Southern attu) etc. 

(iii) (a) a large number of forms in Gondi which have initial v deve- 
loped from an original glide : 

Gondi cf. Southern forms 

vlsi (fly) ... I, Iga, Icha 

vankana (to speak) ... in, an etc. • 

vadda (neighbourhood) attam (nearness)' 

ba<J (what), bor (wl ' ‘ ’ " ‘ 
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botana (to touch) ... ofcfcu 

bela (trouble) ••• alattu 

(b) a few similar forms in Telugu with initial v- 

vandu (to cook) ••• cf. Tam. ad (to cook) 

vari (paddy) ... cf. Tam. ari 

(c) a large number of forms in Tamil itself, with and without 
initial v- 

vigattal, igattal (separation) 
vidahgar, idahgar (small road) 
viyai (to praise) and isai 
valivu and alivu (destruction) 
valayal and alayal (sorrow etc.) 
vari and ari (rice, paddy) 
vayavu and ayanam (road) 
vilagu and ilagu (to go aside) 
ver and er (to cut) 

(iv) the frequent change of v to m as shown by the following 
instances : 

Tamil vannan, mannan (washerman) ; van am, manam (sky) etc. 
Kui m£r, Gondi vel and Southern velicham (light). Kurukh menna 
(to hear) and Southern vinu. Gondi rrtela (time) and vela etc. etc. 

The common production of initial v as the development of the 
dorsal on-glide and the equally common change of v to m as shown 
above, make it clear that the m of the above set of Brahui works 
might be traced back to the dorsal glide itself. 

An examination of these Brahui words and the corresponding 
Tamil forms indicates the probable origin of Brahui initial m in 
the above words. The change takes the following course : m v 
dorsal glide v* before a vowel, 

A remarkable correspondence is thus brought to light, and this 
would also explain the origin of man of Brahui and the corresponding 
roots in Tamil, Gondi, Kui-Kuvi and Kurukh, 

man <, men van til (to exist) ; the change of 1 to n is 
common in Dravidian : m anal and malal ; Tamil kel and Tulu ken 
Tamil pgn (to speak) and Kannda pel j Tamil pen and Kurukh pel 
(girl) $ Tamil kol and Tel konu etc. 

ul is undoubtedly one of the most elementary Dravidian roots and 
the relationship between it and the derived root man shows how 
very conservative the Southern dialects are. 

ul is one of the most ancient extant roots of the South, It is used as 
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an aoristic auxiliary in many Southern dialects and in a few tense-forms 
of Brahui, Kurukh, Kui and Gondi, show forms derived from ul, but 
use man, men , inand as the auxiliary verb instead of ul, Thus while the 
Southern dialects and Brahui retained the use of u] as an auxiliary 
verb, the central Dravidian dialects used the developed forms man, 
men etc, instead of the older ul as auxiliaries. 

The explanation for this is not far to seek. Some of the Indian 
A us trie dialects (Santali, Mundari etc,) possess an auxiliary verb 
men (to be), besides the more frequently used han , taken, etc. As the 
nasal prefix m- plays an important role in Austrlc word-formation, it is 
possible that men is native Austric. If so, it may have helped forward 
the development of south Dravidian mannu (to remain) and the 
northern man, men etc. from older ul, and further induced the central 
Dravidian dialects to use the newly formed Dravidian word man etc, 
as an auxiliary. That Dravidian could not have bodily borrowed its 
forms from Austric would be clear from the fact that the change of 
v to m is attested by the numerous parallel instances from Dravidian, 
given above. The influence of the Austric word should have been 
in the direction of accelerating the change of u] to man etc. and induc- 
ing the central Dravidian dialects to use the developed forms as 
auxiliary verbs. 

The Telegu forms with un- and Kannada and Tamil forms with un 
(fcu) are all developments from ul. The proximity of the Austric dialects 
seems to have made man an auxiliary verb in Kui, Kuvi, Kurukb, 
Brahui and Gondi. 


L. V. Ramaswami Axyar 


Mr. C. U. Wills on the Sambalpur Atharagarh 


The Sambalpur Atharagarh was an organisation with a history of 
its own. Major H. B. Impey the then D. C. of Sambalpur describes 
the Sambalpur Raj as a cluster of 18 Garbs (vide his Report entitled 
Notes on the Gurhjat States of Patna, prepared in 1863). He gives 
the following list of these garhs 

x Patna, 2 Sambalpur, 3 Sonepur, 4 Bamra, 5 Rerakhole, 
6 Gangpur, 7 Bod, 8 Athmallick, 9 Phuljhar, 10 Bonai, xi Raigariv, 
12 Bargarh, 13 Sakti, 14 Chanderpur, 15 Satan garh, 16 Bindrans^> 
garh, 17 Khariyar, 18 Borasamer. : ... , . . . 
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Mr. C. U. Wills, I.C.S., in his paper on “The Rajput kingdoms 
of Mediaeval Chhattisgarh” (JAS. of Bengal, V, 1919) has tried to 
prove that the application of the term Atharagarh in the sense of the 
local traditions and authentic Govt. Reports is not historically correct. 
Mr. Wills is of opinion that the 18 garhs did not form a number of 
extensive states outside and around the state of Sambalpur proper, but 
they were the sub-divisions of a single state named Sambalpur. Thus 
according to him the Feudatory state of Patna, Sonepur, Bod or Baud, 
Sarangarh, Raigarh, Bamra etc, were excluded from the 18 Garhs of 
Sambalpur Raj. In support of his point Mr. Wills produces two wit- 
nesses: 

1. Mr. Motte who visited Sambalpur in 1766 a,d. 

2. Prahlad Dube of Sarangarh C. P., author of a Hindi Poem 
entitled Jaya-Candrika . Mr. Wills writes : 

“Nor is Mr. Motte my only witness. It would be easy to disparage 
his testimony by saying that he was a mere European adventurer, 
probably ill-acquainted with the language of the country, who from 
the fact he never specified what was meant by the Atharagarh stands 
convicted of having made but superficial enquiries. But I have, by 
the courtesy of Rai Bahadur Hlralal, been given the translation of a 
poem composed by a certain Prahlad Dube of Sarangarh written in 
1783 A.C. to commemorate the installation of one of the Rajas on 
the Sambalpur Gaddi. And this poem completely refutes those who 
regard the Atharagarh as a confederacy of states, and makes it clear 
that they were internal subdivisions held by local chiefs or lords as 
Motte would call them. This testimony is unimpeachable. It was 
prepared by a local poet for a public occasion and must be conclu- 
sive evidence on the point at issue’' (page 224, para 48). Unfortunately 
Prahlad Dube’s work in the original does not contain anything 
which might go to prove that the 18 Garhs of Sambalpur were 
only the internal subdivisions of a single state and not separate 
subordinate states with their own chiefs. The extracts from the 
Hindi poem ‘'Jay a Candrika.” of Prahlad Dube, as quoted by Mr. 
Wills, has not been properly understood and correctly interpreted. 
The lines quoted by Mr. Wills must be interpreted with reference 
to the context and it is then only that right conculsion can be drawn. 
Thus Mr. Wills’ translates the passage ‘srerc? tpcfof” by 

<f Sambalpur of unmeasured beauty was famous as 18 forts.” Balbhadra 
Sai, one of its earlier kings, attacked the neighbouring state of Bod 
which bothKittoe and Impey count among the Atharagarh, But Balbha- 
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dra Sai makes his attack along with all his 17 forts, i.e., the chiefs 
thereof. So Bod could not have been one of them. He lays siege 
to the Bod king’s capital for 11 long years without avail. At last 
the chief of Sarangarh is sent for and with his aid the Bod fort is 
captured. Sarangarh is thus excluded by the poet from the Athara- 
garh, though Kittoe and Impey include it in their lists, Later, coming 
down to his own times, the poet tells us how the Dewan Akbar 
(mentioned by Motte, para 46) usurped the Raja’s power and the Raja 
Jait Singh fled to Sarangarh and sought the help from Chhattisgarli 
and Patna for: — 

Jtf I wf? f nt II 



Not one of the 17 forts came to help him. Untrue to their salt they 
took the side of Akbar. 

In the ensuing battle Sonepur comes to Jait Singh’s help. This 
clearly excludes Patna, and Sonepur from the list of 18 forts. Also 
Bimbaji writes on Jait Singh’s behalf to all the Garhs and all the 13 
Dandpats, to Bengal, to Chandra, to Mandalla, to Patna and to Bamra, 
Thus we have a clear statement showing that neither Bod, Sarangarh, 
Sonepur, Patna or Bamra were members of the local Atharagarh. 
This is sufficient to confute the lists of later writers. But the exclusion 
of Patna puts the matter beyond all question. Patna was always not 
merely a member of the confederacy but with Sambalpur the head of it. 
If Atharagarh indicated any such confederacy it would be impossible 
to exclude the leading member. The conclusion of Mr, Wills is this : — 

“A confederacy of states under Sambalpur and Patna did no doubt 
exist at one time or another, but it was never known as the Athara- 
garh. This term referred in Sambalpur as in Raipur, Ratnapur, 
Kalahandi and Baster, to the internal organisation of the kingdom. 
But in the 19th century its real significance was forgotten while the 
memory of the confederacy of states survived, with the result that the 
term Atharagarh was misapplied. The title being an old one and its 
origin obscured by the gradual obliteration of the local system, it was 
easy enough to extend its significance so as to convey the idea that 


1 If according to Mr. Wills, the Sambalpur Raj included within 
itself 18 sub-divisions called garhs, why did not the poet Prahlad. 
it as vfs instead of jt? I The fact is that Prahlad by atasat 
the "subordinate 17 adjoining garhs (states),” Sarangarh: itself, 

iftth. 


Jait Singh was ruling, 1 




fiHfis 

hmhmb 
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Sambalpur, for many ages, stood at the head of a large confederacy 
of adjoining states.” 

I am not going here to discuss Mr. Wills’ investigation into the 
correct meaning of the term Atharagarh. What I wish to say is 
that the poet Prahlad Dube never meant by the term Atharagarh 
the 1 8 forts (or sub-divisions) within Sambalpur itself but by it he 
did mean the 17 adjoining states outside Sambalpur proper. The 
following quotations from the poem of Prahlad Dube will speak for 
themselves : 

(1) TO ^ II 

5 ito: tra 1 nr% <rrts[ 11 

The local lords of the 17 forts adopted a dual policy. Akbar 
had grown very powerful and so all these people doubted the success 
of Jait Singh in regaining the throne. 

(2) 1 1 nf% ^ t ll 

If Sambalpur proper had 18 local and internal forts, why did the 
poet not mention it as such? By the use of the term he did 

mean the adjoining states like Raigarh, Bargarh, Sakti, Sonepur, 
Phuljhar, etc. which were known by the general name Atharagarh 
although their number was not always 18 as in the reign of Balaram 
Deva, the 1st Maharaja of Sambalpur, 

iz) Wira 'RBlt I cpgssTT KTSIT II 

^ istut 1 ^ ’rot 11 

Again : the lord or Raja of Raigarh, Drib Singh, wanted to have a 
palanqnin for his conveyance. It was duly sent, yet he did not come to 
Sarahgarh. He was not sanguine of the success of Jait Singh and was 
afraid of Akbar Rai. All the 17 forts (leaving aside Sarangarh which 
was the 18th) were subdued before or were afraid of the Dewan Akbar 
Rai, 

(4) 'wifir? iK spc-!t *ms;i 

ft 1 ! ^3 5PWT1 II 
cuau sitvn qrf 1 

■ ns rpjp? ^rpIR 11 

■ Abhaya Singh went to heaven (died). , The people and city were 
under fear. The country of 120 kos (the Sambalpur Raj) began to 
tremble. In the absence of a king the throne was empty and was 
devoid of its beauty. All the 18 forts and 15 Dandpats felt uneasy. 
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(s) ww ail wt “*r? wi” m i 
I Posto « 

Akbar Dewan took pride in the fact "the 17 forts are under my 
thumb. What care I for one man (lord of a single fort, Sarangarh), 
Sai Vishwanath ; He can do me nothing.” 

Only this single ‘doha is enough to prove the hollowness of Mr. 
Wills’ theory. 

Prahlad Dube composed his poem “jaya Candrika” so late as 
1783 A.C. It is quite possible that he would have based his poem 
upon earlier works both Vernacular and Sanskrit and other authentic 
records then available in the court of the Cauhan Rajas. We 
hear of a Sanskrit work named Kosalananda Kavya, composed by 
one Pandit Gangadhar Misra. A reference to this work is made 
in the ‘'Gazetteer of the Orissa Feudatory States.” It says (Page 
285):— 

“It appears from the Kosalanand, a local work on the history 
of the Patna Raj-family, that Baijal Deo, the 3rd chief from Ramai Deo 
was the most powerful chief, and extended his dominions far and 
wide. He fought with Ram Candra and Mahal ing Gajpatis of 
Orissa for six years. Bamra was reduced to an annual tribute of 16 
elephants, Gangpur, Bonai and other neighbouring states submitted 
without a fight, and Baud and Sirgu2a also submitted. It is said seven- 
ty-two chiefs were made tributary to Patna by Baijal Deo I. Dhen- 
kanal was also subdued and the temple of the golden Mahadeo at 
Sonepur was built by 

Unfortunately this local work “ Kosalananda ” is now untraceable. 
If this work still exists and could be brought to light, the authenticity 
of the above statement could be tested. 1 

In 1924 I happened to come across a compilation in Oriya called 
It is a treatise on medicine. The author is one 
Pt. Gopinath Sadangi, the court physician of Raja Chhatra Sai, who 
flourished in the beginning of the 17th century A.C. This work also 
mentions “ Atharagarh , 13 Dandpat” In course of describing the state 
of Sambalpur the author speaks about the forts, population of the 
town etc. etc. ' 


1 Since writing this, I saw a palm leaf manuscript of '• 

Oriya characters with one Pandit.Gopinath Panigrahi of Sonepi 
i. It was partly damaged. . . .. ... 
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The original lines in Oriya run as follows : 

’rftsrr tmx \\ t it 

arf? mmxk i-rera m ^rt tf h r 11 

^tecrarff sift t toft cm « ^ 11 

ww? ^^3 sftra TO w ITO I! 8 II 
wit fj? raw ^ttsf s nr? sir? mr <?*t h a. n 
?ffx m toftfsk hw ^nrhs '« « 4 « 

In the £/££«£ country on the bank of the Mahanadi there is a city 
named Sambalpur. Goddess Samlai graces the town. She bestows 
everything upon those who worship and adore her. Like the sun 
to the lotuses of Ksatriya family) there lives king Chhatra Sai. There 
are 18 forts and 13 Dandpats with an army numbering 32000. The 
boundary is 120 kos. No kingdom can be compared to Sambalpur 
Raj. In the city of Sambalpur. there are 20032 houses (the population 
of the city was then about 20032 x 5 = 100x60). 

I strongly believe that Prahlad Dube derived the materials for 
his poem not only from traditions but also from works like <c Kosala' 
nanda” and “Cikitsamanjarl” referred to above. 

I close the paper with a few official remark upon the “Atharagarh, 
of Sambalpur. 

“The origin of the tenures held by the Sambalpur Garhjat chiefs 
is not clearly known. The earliest authentic information we have of 
them is that they were first independent. Then they were held in 
subordination to the most powerful of their number, the Maharaja 
of Patna. In later times the Maharaja of Patna was forced to share 
his supremacy among the chiefs with his relative the Maharaja of 
Sambalpur, And this was the situation when they all fell under the 
Dominion of the Maharattas in A.c. 1755 as tributaries.’’ (Reprint 
of Report on the Zamindars and other petty chieftains in C. P. by 
Richard Temple, p. 8.) 

Two of the Garb jats which originally belonged to the Sambalpur 
and Patna group, viz., Baud and Authmaliick, had previously in 1837 
been transferred from the Superintendence of the Ranchi Agents to that 
of the Cuttack Tributary Mahals, with whom they still remain. Again 
at the transfer in 1861 , two others, Gangpur and Bonai, remained 
with Chota Nagpur. Thus of the Atharagarh 14 are within the 
jurisdiction of the C. P. and of these two, Sambalpur and Chanderpur 
are no longer managed by chiefs. There remain 12, But one, viz. , 
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Bargarh, has been given to the chief of another, viz., Raigarh. There- 
fore only ix distinct chieftainship of the Sambalpur and Patna 
group remain now attached as chieftainship to C, P, administration. 
They are: — 

1 Patna, 2 Bindra Nawagarh, 3 Khariyar, 4 Borasamber, 5 Phul- 
jhar, 6 Sarangarh, 7 Sakti, 8 Raigarh cum Bargarh, 9 Bamra, io 
Rerakhol, 11 Sonepur. 

(Report on the Zamindars and other petty chieftains in C, P. by Ri- 
chard Temple), 

From local enquiries I gather that up till quite recent times several 
chiefs continued the practice of acknowledging the suzerainty of the 
Cauhan family of Patna or Samabalpur as their overlord by sending 
their representatives to tie Rakhl (Raksa-sutra) to the Cauhan chiefs 
and of receiving due presents of cloth and pan (lat-Biraj in return. 
This also shows that the states around and outside Sambalpur proper 
were once members of the “ Sambalpur Atharagarh 

L, P. Pandeya Sarma 



A Mythical Commentary on Saradatanaya's 

_ / 

Bhavaprakasa 

When I was engaged in editing the BhivaprakaSana for publication 
in the Gaekwad’s Oriental Series, I had occasion to look into Dr. S. K. 
De’s History of Sanskrit Poetics. I thought it was a great 
discovery when on page 242 of Vol, I of the above work, I found a re- 
ference to a commentary on the work on Dramaturgy I was editing. 
My curiosity knew no bounds when I learnt further that an incomplete 
Ms. of this commentary actually exists in the library of the Bhandarkar 
Oriental Research Institute, Poona. Accordingly, I at once approached 
the authorities of the Oriental Institute at Baroda to arrange for 
a loan of the Ms. But I was surprised to find not even a single 
familiar word of Bhavaprakasa, nor a single explanation of passages 
in the Ms. itself, and ultimately I found out that Dr. De’s testimony 
in this respect is not to be relied upon and lest people may fall into the 
same error I send this note to the Indian Historical Quarterly for 

It may be remembered that in the whole range of Sanskrit literature 
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there are three well-known works with the same title Bhavaprakasa. 
They relate to three different subjects : medicine, grammar and 
dramaturgy. The first two have already appeared in print several 
times, and the third is in the course of publication in the Gaekwad’s 
Oriental Series, as it has been already pointed out in the beginning. 

Now the Ms. of the Bhavaprakasikavyakhya was first noticed 
by Peterson and he classed the Ms. under Vyakarana or Grammar 
(IV, App, p. i S, no. 514), and Aufrecht followed him. Dr. De for the 
first time startled the scholars by declaring it to be a work on Drama- 
turgy. The mistake could be detected only when a loan of the Ms. 
was arranged. It contains two fragments of a grammatical work 
entitled Bhavaprakasika which is a commentary by Vaidyanatha Paya- 
gunde on the ^abdaratna of Haridiksita. This Sabdaratna, it may be 
remembered, is in itself a commentary on the Praudhamanorama of 
Bhattoji Diksita, the famous grammarian. Luckily this Bhavaprakasika 
is printed and it is easy now to compare the Ms. with the printed 
edition. Below are given the beginnings and ends of the two fragments 
contained in the Poona Ms. together with page references to the printed 
edition for comparison : — 

Frag. I. 20 pp., 13 lines in each page. 

Begins— cpffh 1 1 

Compare p. 329, line 16 of the printed edition. 1 

Ends — «rg «gf<ciar<gr^: =3 1 

Compare p. 355, line 20 of the printed edition. 

Frag. II, 31 pp. (3-33), 11 lines in each page. 

Begins— I VSTCRrei 
wfu 1 BHTRfh 1 

Compare p. 223, line 20 of the printed edition. 

Ends— 1 
crftp—** 1 

Compare p. 278, line 20 of the printed edition, 

From the above we should learn the lesson that it is not always 
safe to differ from previous authors on superficial grounds and especial- 
ly without examining the original manuscripts, because the Sanskrit 
titles are often delusive. 

K, S. RamaswaMi 


l Published by the Rajarajesvari Press, Benares, Samvat 1956, 



The Sinhalese Etymological Dictionary 


| 



In this paper I propose to give a brief account of the work that 
has already been done in connection with the Etymological Dic- 
tionary of the Sinhalese language now being prepared under the 
auspices of the Ceylon Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society. In 
undertaking this task the Society is endeavouring, for the second 
time, to supply a long-felt want. It was so long ago as 18S1 that 


the late Sir Charles Bruce referred to it as “the 


greatest 


need felt 


in Ceylon.” But the lack of a good Sinhalese Dictionary, com- 
piled scientifically, had been felt even by scholars outside Ceylon. 
In 18S4 Dr. Reinhold Rost strongly urged upon the Society to under- 
take the preparation of such a Dictionary. Writing to the late Sir 
John F. Dickson, the President, Dr. Rost said : — “Is there no chance 
of a new Sinhalese Dictionary being taken in hand which shall pay 
due attention to etymological definitions as as well as proverbs etc ? 
Such a work would mark an epoch in Oriental Philology, which would 
be worth all the combined effort of your Asiatic Society.” Dr. Rost’s 
letter was read at a general meeting of the Society held on 4th 
October, 1884, at which the Governor of Ceylon occupied the chair. 
A full discussion followed at the end of which a Committee was 
appointed to take necessary steps for the compilation of a Dictionary, 
as suggested by Dr. Rost. The Presidential address, delivered in 
December that year, gives Interesting particulars as regards the aim 
and scope of the proposed work and the methods that were to be 
followed in its preparation : 

"Another joint work which our Society has commenced is a Sin- 
halese Dictionary, which shall deal with the language in historical 
sequence from earliest inscriptions downwards. This work has been 
undertaken on the suggestion of Dr. Rost, the eminent Oriental 
scholar and Librarian of the India Office. As a preliminary speci- 
men, glossaries are in preparation by members of the Dictionary 
Committee, of which the Bishop of Colombo is the Chairman ; the 
Sinhalese members are Subhuti Terunnanse, Gunasekara Mudaliyar, 
.and Mr. Ranasinha. When these glossaries have been prepared, a 
type of glossary will be adopted, and as many Members of our So- 
ciety as can be enlisted in the work will be requested to select book 
to glossarize. When a sufficient number of books have been thus 
alt with, the compilation of the Dictionary from the 

I.rt.O.. TTINE. 1020 
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be commenced, and it will require several men to digest, arrange, 
and shape the articles one by one. In the meantime, the plan of 
the Dictionary must be considered. Gundert’s Malayalam Dictionary 
(Mangalore, 1872) is a good pattern of a scientific Dictionary, only 
it is too compact for our language. Sinhalese, with its rich litera- 
ture, which has come down to us in unbroken succession from ancient 
times, will require much room for the quotations, which are of great 
importance, as no other living language of Asia (Chinese and Japa- 
nese alone excepted) has such a chain of documents of its existence 
to show as the Sinhalese, and the scope is contracted by the language 
never having been split up into dialects." 

From these proceedings one would naturally expect the work of 
collecting materials for the new Dictionary to be pushed on with 
vigour and persistence. But the Committee does not seem to have 
taken up its work with much enthusiasm. In fact, the Annual 
Report of the Society for the next year admits that little progress 
has been made. It says : 

‘‘This Committee has met once or twice, but has as yet not 
advanced beyond preliminaries. A small ‘Specimen Vocabulary’ in 
the shape the work might ultimately best assume has been prepared 
and is shortly to be circulated among the select committee, the 
members of which will be invited to select each one Sinhalese work, 
prose or poetical, with the object of making during 1887 as complete 
a glossary as possible on the lines of the ‘Specimen Vocabulary/ 
There are small beginnings and years must elapse before any real 
results ensue; but, if steadily pursued, they cannot but aid the future 
Dictionary maker, a Sinhalese ‘Murray/ perhaps yet unborn/’ 

The next reference to the Dictionary occurs in the Annual Report 
for 1888, which records the suspension of the labours of the Com- 
mittee. 

That was the end of the first attempt to supply the keenly felt 
want of a Sinhalese Dictionary. The reason for this failure is not 
far to seek, The circumstances were then hardly favourable for such 
an undertaking. It was in fact somewhat premature. Fifty years 
ago Oriental learning in Ceylon was just emerging from the state 
of utter neglect into which it had fallen during the preceding half 
century. The latter was a period of decadence in the course of 
which the best results of the great religious and literary revival of 
the eighteenth century were nearly extinguished. In the fifties of the 
last century, however, the tide began to turn in favour of indigenous 
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learning. The movement to resuscitate the study of Oriental sub- 
jects grew stronger with years until in the seventies the two colleges, 
the Vidyodaya College of Colombo and the Vidyalahkara College of 
Peliyagoda, Kelaniya, were founded. These two institutions have 
been the most potent means of reviving and spreading Oriental studies 
in the Island. But in 1884 the influence of that revival had not ex- 
tended far enough to secure sufficient support for an undertaking 
like the proposed Dictionary. There were of course living at the 
time distinguished scholars whose co-operation in the task would 
have been most valuable, but their number was very limited indeed. 
Another fact too has to be noted in this connection. The amount 
of material available, fifty years ago, for a Dictionary, such as was 
planned, would have been comparatively speaking, meagre. The 
critical study of the inscriptions and the old classical texts had not 
made sufficient progress to make Sinhalese Dictionary, compiled half 
a century ago, either comprehensive or, in philological matters, 
authoritative. 

So much for the past history. This question of a new Sinhalese 
Dictionary was brought up again in 1923 by the well-known Sinhalese 
scholar, Mudaliyar A.M.Gunasekara, who wrote strongly on the subject 
to the Director of Education. The latter referred that letter to the 
Royal Asiatic Society (C.B.) which appointed a Committee of its 
own to consider and report upon the whole question. The Committee 
submitted its report in May, 1925. In the following year the Society 
finally decided to undertake the preparation of an Etymological Dic- 
tionary of the Sinhalese language, mainly on the lines recommended 
by the committee. The Society appointed a Board of Editors con- 
sisting of Mudaliyar Gunasekara, mentioned above, Mudaliyar W. F. 
Gunawardhana, another Sinhalese scholar of distinction, and myself 
as chief Editor, and a Managing Committee with Mr. L. J. B. Turner 
of the Ceylon Civil Service as Chairman. In the meanwhile an appeal 
had been made to the Government of Ceylon for financial help. 
The response to this appeal must be considered very satisfactory, 
as the Government has agreed to make an annual grant to our 
Society for the purpose of the Dictionary so long as the work is 
carried on systematically and efficiently. At present the grant 
amounts to 35,000 rupees a year, Thanks of all interested in the 
advancement of oriental studies are due to the Government of Ceylon 
for the liberal measure of support it has extended to this undertaking; 

It was not till April, 1927, that the Editors were in a position to start 
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work. Even then the first few months had for the most part to be devot- 
ed to completing the office arrangements and organising the necessary 
machinery for collecting materials for the Dictionary. For this purpose 
it was decided to use printed forms of two kinds, one for collecting 
words from books and the other for words used in common speech or 
in connection with arts, crafts, games, etc., which have not yet found 
their way into books. Two sets of rules and instructions for the 
guidance of collectors were also prepared. At the same time a fairly 
complete list was made of books including those which are still in 
manuscript. All books have been arranged chronologically in groups, 
each group bearing a letter of the alphabet indicating the century or 
period to which it belongs. An endeavour was also made by personal 
visits and by correspondence to enlist the active sympathy of com- 
petent oriental scholars in all parts of the Island. This effort has 
been, I am glad to say, successful. More than fifty well-known 
scholars, including the Principals and tutors of almost all the leading 
Pirivenas (Oriental Colleges) are co-operating with us as volunteer 
workers, and the indexing of over sixty important books has 
been entrusted to them. The remaining books are being indexed 
by the Editors and the office staff. Already a few hundred have been 
completely indexed. These vary in size and importance. It must 
be noted here that in order to make the Dictionary as comprehensive 
as possible, it is sought to include in this preliminary survey every 
available book, however unimportant it may be from a literary point 
of view. I may also add that books on such subjects as medicine, 
astrology, demonology, etc., are carefully indexed. Special attention 
is also paid to the collecting of words that have come to the language 
from Christian sources. A number of important Christian books, 
including the writings of Fr. Jacome Gonsalvesz, who lived in the 
seventeenth century, are being indexed by a competent Christian 
scholar. 

A great obstacle to the progress of this part of our work has been 
the lack of standard critical editions of some of the most important 
classical works. I have been obliged therefore to undertake the re- 
vision of two books of first rate importance. One of these, the 
Dampiya Atuya Getapadaya, composed in the tenth century, is the 
oldest Sinhalese prose book now extant. The other is the Saddhar- 
maratnavaliya^ an extensive work belonging to the thirteenth century. 
It is a veritable mine of words relating to almost all aspects of life and 
of idiomatic phrases and proverbial sayings that cannot be found 
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in any other Sinhalese book, ancient or modern, The first part of 
this book, consisting of 160 pages, i.e., about one-fifth of the whole 
work, was issued early this month, while the other, the Damply a 
Atuva Getapadaya is going rapidly through the press. I hope to be 
able to complete the publication of both these texts in the course 
of next year. It is my intention, if circumstances permit, to bring 
out uniform editions of similar important classical works. 

In the remoter parts of Ceylon there are still to be found, hidden, 
in temple libraries or in the possession of private persons, old docu- 
ments, such as sannasas, tudapats , sittus, etc., relating mostly to 
grants or transfers of lands, mortgages, decisions of cases and other 
matters pertaining to the time of the Sinhalese kings. These manus- 
cripts often contain terms of a technical character, which, though 
not in use now, are of great historical and philological value. We 
have tried so far, not with much success, I regret to say, to obtain 
such documents for the purpose of the Dictionary. The search is 
being continued still. With the permission of the Government I am 
personally indexing these valuable records, I may incidentally men- 
tion that they contain much useful information regarding the social and 
economic conditions prevailing in that period. 

The other part of our task, namely, the collection of words in 
common use in different parts of the Island has presented greater 
difficulties. Still our activities to this direction too have been fairly 
successful, and much valuable help has been rendered to us by volun- 
tary workers, while a word collecting competition was organized last 
year with gratifying results, 14,000 forms were issued during the 
year. Of these, more than 1 0,000 have been returned duly filled up. 
This vast collection of words has already been alphabetically arranged 
and repetitions sifted out. The residue contains more than 4,000 
words not found in existing Dictionaries. We have by no means 
exhausted this source, and I have no doubt that we shall be able to 
add several more thousand words of this type to the collection we 
have already made. 

It will be seen that as regards the preliminary task of collecting 
materials for the Dictionary we have made satisfactory progress. It 
is our hope that within the first half of the next year the larger part of. 
this spade work will be completed. The arrangement of the accu- 
mulating material for editorial treatment has already been planned. 
The words that, have been collected on forms will be transferred to cards 
— one card being used for a word. In the case of words- gathered. from 
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books the card will bear not only the name of the book, but also the 
letter of the alphabet indicating the century or period to which the 
text belongs. 

As regards the plan of the Dictionary, our aim is to give as far 
as possible “an adequate account of the meaning, origin and history 
of Sinhalese words, old and new, found either in inscription s or in 
books or in common speech.” It is also proposed to give whereever 
possible words occuring in the kindred languages of India. It is 
hardly necessary to say that this is an ambitious programme. We 
fully realise the formidable nature of the task we have undertaken. 
We also recognise the fact that without the co-operation of scholars 
in the West and in India who have made a special study of Indo- 
Aryan and Dravidian philology, the successful accomplishment of that 
part of our work which will make it generally useful to students of 
languages, becomes well nigh impossible. It is mainly for the pur- 
pose of enlisting the active sympathy of Orientalists interested in 
the subject that I have ventured to write these few lines. I 
sincerely hope that the advice, guidance and assistance which we 
need for the satisfactory completion of our undertaking will be ex- 
tended to us in a liberal measure by those scholars who are competent 
to do so, 

. D. B. JAYATILAKA 

Some notes on the Tattvasamgraha 

Due praise has been paid to the remarkable edition of the Tattva- 
samgraha by Embar Krishnamacharya, accompanied by an excellent 
Introduction, and to the Foreward where the General Editor of the 
Gaekwad’s Series has given much useful information. My only aim 
is to give some references : - - 

1. The karikas 222, 223, 285, 311, 328-9, 336 are quoted by 
Prajfiakaramati in his commentary to Bodhicaryavatara, ix. 58. 

2. The stanza (cited on p. 1 29) 
dr§tidamstravabhedam ca bhramsam caveksya karmanam / 
daSayanti jina dharmam vySghripotapaharavat // 

is quoted from Abhidharmakosa, chap, ix, translation, p, 265. The 
author is Kumaralabha (or Kumaralata). The whole chapter on the 
VatsfputrJyas is closely related to the KoSa ; for instance, the argument 
asti sattva uj>apM:tkah (p. 129} is discussed on p, 256 and bharaham is 
discussed on p, 256, 

mm 
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. 3. The beautiful analysis of the nature of Bodhisattva, p. 872, 

owes also much to Vasubandhu’s Kosa. The sentence yatha kecid 

upalabhyante ’ titaram abhjrastanairghrnya is textualiy to be found 

in chap, iii, translation, p. 191, 1. 18 (compare vii, p. 84). 

; 4. The karikas 3241-3242, tasmin dhyimasaimpanne' • -are quoted 

;j in the commentary to Bodicaryavatara, ix, 36 (with the addition 

| uktam ca). [The quotation which follows is from Nagarjuna's Catustava]. 

j This theory that the Buddha himself did not preach is an old one : the 

] Vibhasa explains at length that men will not believe what men say, 

: because men are liars. But they will have confidence in the word 

I of trees, because trees, not being ‘'living beings” ( sattva ), do not 

1 lie. 



5. The Isvaraparlksa is to be compared with Kosa, chap, ii, p, 31 1 
and Bodhicaryavatara, ix, 119-126, 

6. The text p. 126, 1, 6, is Ariguttaranikaya, i, p. 22: ekapuggalo 
bhikkhave loke uppajjamo uppajjati bahujanahitaya......katamo 

ekapuggalo ? tathagato Quoted in kosa, ix, transl. p. 259. The 

SammitiyanikayaSastra, Nanjio 1272, Takakusu, vol. 32, refers to that 
Agama, 

7. As noted in the Foreword, p. lvi, the words and doctrines of 
the Traikalyaparlksa, p. 505, can be traced in the Vibhasa, in the 
Kosa, v, 25 and in Samghabhadra’s commentary to the Kosa. The 
Tattvasamgraha gives us some technical terms which had not been 
correctly read through the Tibeto-Chinese translations, for instance 
anyathanyathika . 

Louis de la Vallee Poussin 


Ravana’s Lanka Located in Central India 


In the December number of the Indian Historical Quarterly of 1928, 
Mr. M. V, Kibe has by tracing the itinerary of Rama during his 
exile, tried to locate Lanka on the peak of Amarakantaka in Central 
India. We give some additional proof which goes strongly to support 
his conclusion. This is a coin of a Gond king named Sangrama Sahi 
Deva, who ruled in Central Provinces for about fifty years from 149; 
to 1543 A, c. He styled himself as of ‘Paulastya-Vamsa’. Mr. Ni 
who has supplied the particulars of these coins, remarks 
Paulastya VamSa is equivalent to 
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Amarakanfcaka claimed and stiil claim descent from Ravana. Appar- 
ently Sangrama Sahi considered himself of the same descent, but the 
Brahmanas substituted on the coin a more respectable equivalent 
which made out the royal descent from a Rsi. 

Now at that distant time the Gonds believed that they were the 
descendants of the race which opposed the invasion of the Aryans 
from Ayodya, there is, thanks to the coin, a stronger reason than 
before for adopting the theory that Lanka was in reality Amara- 
kantaka. 1 

The Gonds claim to have descended from the Raksasas. It is 
interesting to note, in this connection, that the Lapchas of Darjeeling 
claim to have descended from a monkey. 52 They celebrate the worship 
of the spirit of Kangchen-Dzod-Nga, shortly called Dzod-Nga, 
meaning five treasures. He is believed to be god Kuvera,* 

Jogendra Chandra Ghosh 


Was Nahapana a Jama ? 

The available meagre history of Nahapana, the Ksatrapa, probably 
does not give any idea about the religion which he professed. But 
in the Jaina literature, we have a tradition that a king named 
Nahavana or Naravahana became a Jaina muni in his after-life and 
was known as muni Bkutabali, He studied the Jaina Siddhanta 
from one Dharasenacarya and composed a new work on the Jaina 
philosophy — otherwise than the Angas, which were extinct at the 
time. In Vibudha Srldhara’s u Srutavatara-Katha” we have it narrated 
thus 

tot wwi Km ^ i m mxn to 

\ ^ crt: i to fro m 

i Km m ^ m tot i 

^ mfkm fir i m tsfir 

I Numismatic supplement No. XXXIX, No. 262, appended to 
JASB.N. S, XXI, 1925. 
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Kamta Prasad Jain 


1 See The Jaina Sahitya San.sodhaka, vol, I, pt. iv, p. 21 1. 

2 The Pataliputra quoted in The Jaina Sahitya Samsodhaka, 
vol. 1, pt. iv, p. 211. 

3 Pt. Jugalkishore’s /‘Samantabhadra/’ p. 249. 

4 Ind. Antiquary, vol. xx, p. 363. 

5 Arch. Survey Report of Western India, vol, II. p. 140 and 

,TJn TtUTP rn^A " 24 ' 


fl’TOWPifiWifh 1 xmi €f^tf m ftrensM twist gst! ^ *rsra#tajt*r xv 

wmfijcarr wl ftmW i fasrfW ?pbs' m t^wmwniwr 

JpSPPTtsft fl^r 

a: 4wnpvg*si ansra swpwto spfaqfh i 

gf’kfirejfh *?i%: hn^stwi gft- 

1 ■SWT ^?Pft?iT S aft *Rg ?fc? g^I *R$wfgi 

c^fsra^ 3isfT ggv ^s'jt^irt sat ajra 1 fining tfw w?ft*q irfP?nN sf to 

3Tfft ajremf% T3^ref%?nft *ngrs*r. ^‘imrani svu 1 wfe t” 

Naravahana of this Katha is named as NahavSna in an ancient 
Jaina Pattavali 1 and his name bears resemblance to Nahapana, So 
we may take it as a corrupt form of the word ‘Nahapana’ and Nara- 
vahana, on the other hand, may be taken as a Sanskritised form of 
the same. Mr. K. P. Jayaswal. has also taken the Jain Naavana 
to be the Ksatrapa King Nahapana. 8 The periods of these two 
namesakes also coincide with each other.® Hence we may give 
credit to the Jaina tradition and can say that Nahapana did profess 
Jainism in his after life. 

Ksatrapa Rudrasimha, an inscription of whom is found at Junagadh, 
also appears to have had faith in Jainism, He did something for the 
Jains as is obvious from the above mentioned inscription.* No doubt 
the Bava Pyara’s Matha at Junagadh and the caves of Apper Kot 
there belonged to the Jainas.® It seems these were the very caves where 
Dharasenacarya resided ; for Girinagara is the ancient name of 
Junagadh. 6 From this evidence, it is certain that Jainism was 
patronised by the Ksatrapas and this also indirectly supports the 
theory that Nahapana was a Jaina in his after life. 


Meyer on Mann VIII, 238-236.* 

J. J. Meyer has concluded (fiber das Wesen der altindischen Rechts- 
schriften etc., p. 116) that both the Naradasmrti and the Manusnirti 
are derived from the hypothetical Manavadharmasutra and that of 
these two the Nar. is the older and a systematic work while M. is 
only a later compilation of indifferent merit. So far as I can see, 
for the latter assumption Meyer depends solely upon a comparison 
between Nar, VI, 12-16 and M. VIII, 230 ff. — his other arguments 
carrying not a scintilla of proof. Here the arrangement in Nar. is much 
more logical than in M, Meyer says : “The si. 231 breaks through the 
development of thought like a wedge. SI. 234 too is not in proper 
place, Si. 236 completely betrays by its tasam and the following 
adjective in fem. gender that it has been torn away from a place where 
it was used in a statement about cows. Perhaps M. XI, 113b gives the 

necessary light ..Moreover it appears that originally there was 

vyalo in this passage instead of vrko. The wolf may have been impor- 
ted into this passage from the preceding sioka, just as the yam of 235 
has been changed into yam in favour of the fem. in 236, so that the 
atrocious nature of the whole strophe may be concealed — the well- 
known quite insufficient plaster of an interpolator, which however in this 
case certainly emanates from Bhrgu.” It is difficult to see how Meyer 
can be so sure about Bhrgu, but even apart from that there is much 
in these sentences of Meyer which requires criticism. Narada’s 
presentation of the case may be better than that of Mann, but how 
can it prove Narada’s anteriority to Manu ? Rather this fact may be 
better explained on just the opposite hypothesis : Narada is indebted 
to Manu and has improved upon him. The whole problem hinges on 
the words ajavike , yam and tasam in si 235-6, If these three words and 
their interrelation may be satisfactorily explained, we would not 
have to fall back on the desperate conclusion reached by Meyer, 
The word ajavike is in neub loc. sing, and is formed 
by samahara dvandva (gavagvaprabhrtini ca«Pan. II, 4, 11 • 
see also ganapatha on same). Now, as this word is neut, yam at 
the beginning of the second line of the same verse should also have 


* ajavike tu samruddhe vrkaih pale tv anayati / 

yam prasahya vrko hanyat pale tat kilbisam bhavet //23s// 
tasam ced aviruddhanam carantlnam mitho vane / 
yam utpatya vrko hanyan na palas tatra kilbisi //33s// 
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been in neut„ for apparently this pronoun refers to ajavike ; the 
correct form would therefore have been yat and not yam as Meyer 
wrongly suggests. But we have yam, the feminine form. How to 
explain this anomaly ? Here we must remember another rule of Panini 
“ gramyapasusanghesvatarunesu strl ” (1, 2, 73), which is further modi- 
fied by the varttika 0 anckakaphesviti vacyam .” The purport of this 
sutra in the light of the varttika is that for flocks of grown up house- 
hold anim als with cloven hoofs only the feminine form should be 
used. Thus gavah ( imah ) would, mean a herd of bulls and cows * 
in the same way a flock of sheep and ewes would be called avikah 
(imah), and a flock of he-goats and she-goats would be called a/ah 
{imah). Now in the verse in question too we have to do with flock 
of household animals, viz., sheep and goats. Would it then be too 
hazardous to suggest that the author, compiler, interpolator or who 
ever he might have been, was influenced by this sutra of Panini when 
he wrote down this verse, though however strictly speaking, this 
sutra cannot be applied here — it being meant for ekasesa dvandvas 
only and not for samahara dvandvas ? Anyway, this seems to be 
better than Meyer’s suggestion. 

Now for the third crucial word t a sain in SI. 236 : This word 
refers to ajavike in the preceding verse as Medh. admits and 
yet it is in fem. gender and plural number. As regards the 
gender we have nothing to add after what has been said on 
the word yam ; the real problem here is its plural number. 
Medh. is at pains to explain this anomaly but his argument is not 
at all convincing. We too cannot give adequate explanation as to 
how this plural came to be used here, but we can show that similar 
ungrammatical usage is found in the most ancient extant Dharma- 
sutra. Like Medh. Haradatta too has been often placed in a difficult 
situation by Apastamba. Thus when the latter calmly says “yasya 
pita pitamaha ity anupatau syatam te brahmasamstutah” (1, x, 28) 
and again “ yasya prapitamahadi nanusmaryata upanayanam 
te smasanasarristutah” (1, 2, 5), Haradatta hardly knows how to support 
him, In both these cases we see that the antecedent is singular 
but the pronoun following it is in the plural, just as in the passage 
of M. under consideration tasam in the plural has for its antecedent 
yarn in the singular. We thus see that the third crucial word too 
comes off unscathed through the ordeal, stoutly supported by the 
peculiar usage in ancient Smrti literature. Besides, Manu teems with 
grammatical anomalies — hardly less than Ap. — and one would 
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be nowhere if one begins to jump at a new conclusion from every 
one of these anomalous forms. 

Thus the whole foundation on which Meyer’s theory is based 
has been demolished, and consequently his theory too need not now 
be taken seriously. We have therefore no reason to believe that 
the text of M. is a jumble of passages taken haphazard by an artless 
interpolator from Nar, and other ancient Smrtis, and if there are 
actually ungrammatical forms in M., they should he ascribed rather 
to the hoary age of M. than to the “insufficient plaster of an inter- 
polator.” 

Batakrisiina Giiosh 
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A HISTORY OF SANSKRIT LITERATURE, by A. Berrie- 
dale Keith, D.C.L., D. LITT. Oxford : Clarendon Press, 1928, pp. xxxvi 
+ 575 - 

This able and interesting work, which gives a fairly comprehen- 
sive account of what is loosely called Classical Sanskrit Literature, 
is written on the same lines as the author’s Sanskrit Drama , to which 
it forms a fitting supplement. The name of Prof. Keith itself is a 
sufficient guarantee of the thoroughness and reliability of the work, 
which would be useful not only to the busy scholar but also to the 
general reader for its connected and extremely readable account of 
a great literature as well as for its up-to-date references and well- 
digested information. 

Although early European scholars of Sanskrit, like Sir William 
Jones or Colebrooke, took the so-called Classical Sanskrit Literature 
as their starting point, it is somewhat surprising to find that in the 
subsequent history of European scholarship, which has now travelled 
far and wide, this great literature has been more or less neglected. 
The attitude of Weber and Macdonell, who in their short summaries 
of Indian literature devoted to this literature a few perfunctory pages 
at the end, is typical. The view seems to have prevailed that the 
classical literature is artificial and uninspiring ; and scholars were 
attracted more powerfully, for linguistic and other reasons, to the 
more ancient aspects of Indian literature, In recent years the inter- 
est has travelled from India proper to Greater and Wider India 
outside, and a glance at oriental journals published in Europe will 
show what attention purely Indian subjects claim today. Perhaps 
the more modern date and the finished and stereotyped form and 
content of classical literature do not appeal to the scholar whose 
philological and antiquarian zeal finds a better satisfaction in things 
more antique. Whatever may be the reason, it is indeed remarkable 
that while Vedic and Buddhistic literatures have been assiduously 
cultivated, classical literature has been less fortunate. Very few : 
critical editions of classical texts have been published by European : 
scholars, and no critical or connected account has been published 
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of a literature, which covers a period of nearly twenty centuries 
of Indian culture and whose importance and interest cannot 
be seriously doubted, until Prof. Winternitz with laudable German 
patience and industry collected together in a well-documented form 
all the scattered information on this subject in the third volume of 
his Geschichte, This work is undoubtedly a marvel of methodical 
modern scholarship, and as a book of accurate and fairly exhaustive 
reference its documentary value cannot be disputed ; but it is hardly 
satisfactory as a history of a remarkable literature. Oldenberg’s 
Uteratur des alien Indien, written much earlier, is, however, an 
exception ; it is perhaps the first attempt to present, within a limited 
compass, view of Indian literature not merely as an object of antiquarian 
interest. But stimulating and suggestive as the work is, it is meant 
to be nothing more than a brief and appreciative outline of a vast and 
difficult subject. It is a welcome sign therefore, that in more recent 
years some able European scholars have turned their attention to 
classical Sanskrit literature, for which indigenous Indian scholarship 
at no period lost its partiality and preference. 


Works like that of Winternitz naturally pave the way to such 
books as Prof. Keith has written with his characteristic thoroughness 
and brilliance. The classical literature, however, is second to none 
in its wide range of interesting topics , and it is a difficult task to 
compress all that can be said on the subject within the limits of a 
little over five hundred pages. Prof. Keith has accomplished this 
well-nigh impossible task fairly successfully, and has given us, for 
the first time in English, a systematic and comprehensive survey 
which concerns not only literature proper, but also, in a cursory way 
the different sastras in which the achievement of this literature is no 
less .remarkable The subjects touched upon in this summary form are 
Lexicography, Metrics, Grammar, Law, Politics, Erotics, Philosophy 
and Religion, Medicine, Astronomy, Astrology and Mathematics 
The interest ot the work under review, however, lies not in its some- 
what scanty treatment of these technical sciences and arts, though 
it does occupy nearly one-fourth of its bulk, but in its account of the 
literature itself, its poetry, romances, tales and fables as well as its 
theories of verse and literary criticism. The technical subjects natu- 
rally receive inadequate attention, but they should have been reserv- 
ed tor a separate study. From this point of view the preliminary 
but indispensable chapter on the Language can hardly be regarded 
as satisfactory, and more discussion is perhaps necessary in dealing 
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with the problems, raised but not treated with definiteness and 
adequacy in this part of the work. 

As we have pointed out above, antiquarian research of a somewhat 
technical nature has, even in. this comparatively neglected field, made 
great strides within the last fifty or sixty years. Prof. Keith's book, 
which ably summarises and gathers together into a focus the results 
of previous research on the subject, is itself a testimony of the amount 
of work already done in the line. Even the long and valuable 
preface, which owing to delay of publication was necessary to bring 
the work up to date by referring to new discoveries of the last two 
years, is an indication not only of the renewed interest in the subject 
but also of the patient intensive research which is steadily being 
carried on into its obscure and difficult problems. But in spite of all 
this research of a more or less scholarly nature, no systematic attempt 

has been made, if we leave aside Oldenberg’s brief survey, to present 
a really literary account of the subject, or even to write a real history 
and not merely a chronological or statistical essay. Literary criticism 
or historical appreciation has, no doubt, its obvious limitations ; but 
a mere collection of facts and figures is hardly satisfying. Literary 

productions of a nation, extending over several centuries, may possess 
significance of various kinds, historical, ethical or literary. We can 
emphasise one or more of these kinds of significance ; but it is remark- 
able that the literary significance of Sanskrit literature has not yet 
been made the object of a special study by a scholar. Prof. 

Keith aims at making a beginning in this direction, but it is 

only a beginning. The works and authors have been appraised with 
sympathy and insight, in spite of the difficulty of fully understanding 
and appreciating an alien form of art. But attention has been confined 
chiefly to a methodical description and comment on individual works 
and authors, and stress has been laid more on literary form and style 
from the point of view of outward technique. Extracts have been 
given in the original and translation, as affording specimens of the 
literature, but they are in the nature of select “beauties” and do not 
adequately serve the purpose for which they are cited. The point of 
view thus appears to be not literary criticism, which is merely tacked 
on to a strictly documentary chronological account. There is a more 
or less complete utilisation of materials made available by the scholar- 
ship of more than a century, but the question arises as to whether 
even an interesting summary of such data really presents the literature 
as literature. One feels after reading the book that one has learnt 
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all that has been said or known about the literature ; but has one really 
learnt anything of the literature itself, except in what he gets in 
brief extracts and methodical comments ? It is impossible to escape the 
feeling that the learned author appears to be more widely and deeply 
read in the literature concerning the literature than in the actual 
literary productions themselves. It is not suggested that the author 
has not gone to original sources, or that he has not realised their 
significance, but the original sources are viewed from a definite 
specialist point of view, which gives the appearance of accuracy and 
precision in one aspect, but of superficiality in another. 

In an ambitious and comprehensive work like this, difference of 
opinion on many points is inevitable ; but in a short review like this 
it is not possible nor is it desirable to enter into a detailed discussion 
of them. There is much in these questions that is contentious or 
doubtful, and much that the available data would fail to solve finally ; 
in such cases it behoves the scientific historian to assume a role of 
modesty, and not claim infallibility or finality even with regard to his 
own convictions. One is often surprised to find in this book the views 
of some scholars as curtly and summarily dismissed as those of others 
accepted without comment or question, in both cases without sufficient 
notice of the grounds of such apparently whimsical preferences. It 
is not infrequent that one comes across phrases like “implausible,” 
"clearly unsuccessful” or “quite unwarranted” with reference to other 
people’s views and theories, on the one hand, and phrases like 
"certainly” “without doubt’’ or “obviously” with reference to the 
author’s own convictions, on the other ; and surely there is in most 
problems connected with linguistic and literary history so much room 
for uncertainty that it is not always safe nor desirable at present to put 
forward a dogmatic opinion. It is not implied that one should not 
attempt a solution of the problem in his own light or have the courage 
of his own convictions ; but perhaps a more careful probing of the 
problem and weighing of evidence are necessary before one can 
commit oneself to a clear cut conclusion. Predilections and partialities 
are indeed hard to avoid, and the tendency to lay down the law is 
natural ; but openness to fresh facts and patient balancing of pro- 
babilities are also requisites which cannot be dispensed with. Prof. 
Keith’s unflinching attitude towards the Bhasa-problem is well-known 
but questions like the identity of authorship of the Kavyadarsa and 
the Da'mkumara-c arita, of the date of Kalidasa and his relationship 
to Asvaghosa, or of the priority of Subandhu to Bana are questions 
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which perhaps require careful discussion and a more cautious ex- 
pression of opinion, Kumaradasa's knowledge of the Kcmka-vftti is by 
no means “beyond question”, nor is Dandin’s priority to Bhamaha. 

On the other hand, side by side with such brilliant and compla- 
cent ipse dixit , the reader is often faced with a non-committal 
attitude of his guide on certain other questions. Dogmatic opinion 
is different from a definite conclusion from available data ; but it Is 
tantalising to find oneself at the end in the same hopeless position as 
that from which the start was made. The author sometimes brings 
forward all the resources of his mature scholarship and brilliant 
advocacy for a destructive criticism of previous theories $ but in the 
end he makes a rather lame finis by expressing no definite opinion at 
all and leaves the problem in the air. Dogmatism is nearly as bad 
and barren as scepticism in literary matters. 

But these blemishes need not blind us to the great merit of the 
work, and the learning, skill and industry displayed in the treatment 
of an extensive and difficult subject. Of little slips inevitable in a 
bulky work like this there are happily not many instances. One such 
slip we have noticed at p. 95, lines 24 and 28, where ‘Dillpa* should 
surely be ‘Dasaratha’. Should not ‘Udayana* in the last line of p. 355 


be ‘Pradyota’ ? The word 'side* on p. 133, line 15, is hardly happy ; 
while ‘but it in 7 on p. 89, footnote 2, is not intelligible. It is not clear 
what the phrase ‘with acceptance* really means at p. 53, line 27, The 
name of Magha’s poem is not mentioned throughout the nine pages 
devoted to a description of the author and his work. Visvanatha's 
Sahiiya-darpana is not written in the form of Sutra but in that of 
Karika. The bibliographical references are generally well chosen; 
but one would expect a reference to Benary's edition of Nalodaya 
rather than to that of Yates. But in reviewing a work of this magni- 
tude and value it is not necessary to draw up a list of these minor 
defects, nor indulge in futile minor criticisms, 

S. K. De 


RAMA-KATHA OF VASUDEVA, edited by C, Sankararama 
Sastrl ; Sr! Balamanorama Series, no. 1 1, Madras, 1929. 

This little prose work was ascribed by T. Ganapati Sastrl to the 
Kerala poet Narayana Bhatta, whose Narayanlya was edited in the 
Trivandrum Series. But it appears now that the work was probably 
composed by one Vasudeva, son of Narayana and Uma, who 
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on Mr. Sankararama Sastn’s showing belonged to the latter half of 
the 17th century. In the preface to this edition, Vasudeva of Rama- 
katha is distinguished from Vasudeva, the author of the Yamaka- 
kavyas, Yudhisthira-vijaya, Tripura-dahana and possibly Nalodaya 
(see JR AS, 1925, pp. 265f.). The work has been well printed and 
is on the whole free from blemishes. In spite of its late date, as 
this is one of the very few prose works available in Sanskrit, it will 
commend itself to scholars interested in the subject. 

S. K. De 

KALPADRUKO&A OF KESAVA, edited with a critical Intro- 
duction by Ramavatara Sarma, M.A., Sahityacaryya, vol. I (1928) ; 
Gaekwad’s Oriental Series, vol xlii. 

Within the last twenty years the literature of Sanskrit lexicogra- 
phy has been enriched by the publication of a number of works of sterl- 
ing merit. It was in 1911 that Visvaprakasa of Mahesvara appeared in 
the Chowkhamba Sanskrit Series. This was followed two years 
afterwards by the publication of the important Nanartharnavasamk?epa 
of Kesavasvamin, “the biggest homonymous lexicon in Sanskrit” 
so far known, under the distinguished editorship of the late lamented 
Ganapati Sastrl in the Trivandrum Sanskrit Series. Between 1914 
and 19x7 the same veteran scholar brought out in three volumes his 
edition of Amarakosa with the valuable commentary of Vandyagliatlya 
Sarvananda of Bengal. Meanwhile a Bombay scholar, the late K. G. 
Oka, had rendered a service to the students of Sanskrit literature 
by producing an up-to-date edition of the Anekarthasamuccaya of 
Sasvata which had been published as far back as 1882 by Theodor 
Zachariae. The latest addition to this list has now been made in 
the shape of the Kalpadrukosa by Prof. Ramavatara Sarma of the 
Patna College (now alas ! prematurely cut off), who had already shown 
his mastery of the literature of Sanskrit lexicography by his contri- 
butions to the Journal of the Behar and Orissa Research Society 
and other periodicals. The present work begins with an Introduction 
(pp. vii-liii) containing the editor’s “brief survey of the history and 
development of Indian lexicography.” It is based, as the editor 
informs us, upon the monograph on Indian lexicons by the late 
Prof. Zachariae in the Grundriss series and the section on lexico- 
graphy in Prof. M. Winternitz’s Geschichte der Indisckm Uteratur 
(vol. Ill), But the editor has added numerous notices of his own 
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which have increased the value of his survey ; one, however, misses 
a reference to the so-called Weber manuscript brought out long ago 
from Central Asia which has been described to be the oldest extant 
fragment of a Sanskrit Ko§a. The text of the Kalpadrukosa (pp, £-485) 
is based practically upon two Mss. available to the editor. It is a 
pity that he failed to utilise for reasons mentioned by him in his 
preface any of the South Indian Mss. He has, however, done 
his work carefully noticing all the variant readings in the foot- 
notes. Of the importance of the Kosa there can be no question, for 
it is the largest synonymous lexicon in Sanskrit known so far, reach- 
ing a length of nearly 4,000 verses. The date of its compilation has 
been found by the editor to be “4761 Kali era corresponding to 
Sam vat 1716 and a.C. i 66 o : ’ {Introd., p. xliv). It consists of three 
Skandhas (bhumi, 0 bhuvah 0 and svarga 0 } subdivided into a number 
of prakandas, these corresponding to similar divisions in other 
synonymous lexicons in Sanskrit. It is to be hoped that the publication 
of the second volume, presumably containing the Notes and the Index, 
will not be long delayed by the lamented death of the learned editor 
of the present work. 


GESETZBUCH UND PURANA, EIN BEITRAG ZUR 
FRAGE VON DER ENTSTEHUNGS ART DER ALTIN- 
DISCHEN RECHTSSCHRIFTEN UND DER PURANA, by J. J. 
Meyer, Breslau, Verlag von M. and H. Marcus, 1929 ; Indische 
Forschungen, Heft, y ; pp. XHI + II2. 

It speaks a great deal about the tireless activity of Mr. Johann 
Jakob Meyer that scarcely has the scholarly world time enough to 
study his last two stupendous works, viz., the translation of Kau$ilya's 
Arthasastra and "Altindischen Rechtsschriften, etc.” than has he 
brought out another work, though this time a small one. We hope 
this work too will be equally appreciated. The title of this book 
is rather misleading : it is not a detailed discussion about the inter- 
relation between the Smrtis and the Puranas but a detailed 
criticism of Losch's work on the Yajfiavalkyasmrti, and as Losch's 
work deals with Agni and Garutia Puranas, the author too has mainly 
dealt with those two Puranas only with his own characteristic thorough- 
ness, As a criticism the book has eminently served its purpose; Even 
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the style of Mr, Meyer is a protest against that of Losch who 
writes in a singularly stiff and rigid fashion while the work under review 
marks the opposite extreme : it has many things in it that might have 
been easily omitted without any prejudice to the work. 

Losch wanted to prove that the summary version of the Yajna- 
valkyasmrti contained in the Garuda Purana is the original form of 
that Smrti and the text now going under the name of Yajhavalkyasmrti 
is merely an enlarged version of the Purana text. The Garuda Purana 
has no trace of Yajix/s V y a vaharadhy ay a, and Losch therefore con- 
cluded that the original Yajn. contained no chapter on Vyavahara, 
This Vyavaharadhyaya, however, is found in the Agnipurana and 
Losch says that it was borrowed by the compiler of Yajna valkya- 
smrti to complete his work. These theories started by Losch have 
been controverted by Meyer in this work and it must be admitted 
that he has demolished them completely and finally. Even a super- 
fluous comparison of Yajn. with the Garucla Purana gives the impres- 
sion from the very beginning that the Purana version is nothing but 
a summary of the Smrti, If there is still any doubt left on this 
score it is sure to be set at rest when the summary of the Parasara- 
smrtl in the Garuda Purana is examined ~~it will at least show us 
clearly the line of work followed by the Purana authors. Here we 
find a masterly summary of the Parasarasmrti in 39 verses and none 
but the most prejudiced mind will think otherwise. The summary 
of the Yajn. is not so short, but still the indebtedness of the Purana 
author is betrayed on every side. Thus Losch is certainly wrong 
in his assumption that the Garuda Purana contains the original version 
of Yajn., and what is true of this Parana may also be taken to be true 
of the Agnipurana, 

And yet in my translation of Jolly's Recht und Sitte (Hindu Law 
and Custom, p, 44, fn.) I did not hesitate to accept Losch's theory 
that the Vyavahara section of the Yajhavalkyasmrti is a later addition 
to that work : it is true that the author of the Garuda Parana and 
not that of the Yajn. is the borrower, but the Purana author may 
have borrowed when the chapter on vyavahara was not yet a part 
of the Yajft. Let us consider here what the Puranas are and how 
vyavahara gradually came to be a factor in the later Smrfcis. 

What are the Puranas? In its earliest references the Purana is 
always connected with itihasa, which shows that the original Puranas 
were nothing but chronicles of some sort. But what do we see to-day f 
We see now that the Puranas are veritable encyclopaedias 1 every art 



if: 


REVIEWS 


and science under the sun,— history, geography, mathematics and 
grammar, philosophy and architecture— has been dealt with in the 
Puranas. Now how did this momentous change come about ? It is 
never safe to speculate on grounds which are not absolutely firm but 
the course of transformation was very probably as follows : 
As the chronicles of ancient royal dynasties, fabulous and historical, 
became more and more popular, the people who were in charge of 
these Puranas tried to give them a comprehensive character, to make 
them veritably the source of all knowledge. The obvious and the 
easiest way of doing it was of course to incorporate into the Puranas 
summaries of the standard works on the various branches of study 
then known in India. This process of incorporation could not have 
been accomplished in a single day, particularly as all the stan- 
dard works representing the sciences and thus popularising them, 
which had to be exploited for this purpose, were certainly not yet 
in existence when this process of incorporation had begun. The 
earliest notice of this process is perhaps to be found in Apastamba 
Dharmasutra (I, 6, 19, 13-14; 10, 29, 7) where, it is well-known. 
Puranas have been quoted in connection with some rules of acara, 
and Buhler (I A, XXV) has shown that there is literal agreement 
between this quotation from the Bhavisyat Purana in Ap., II, g, 24, 6 
and the present day text of that Purana. We may assume there- 
fore that already about 500 B.c. the Puranas had ceased to be 
mere chronicles, or in other words, the process of incorporation 
had already begun about 500 B.c., but as all the standard works 
that have been utilised in the Puranas were not in existence 
at that date, the process of incorporation could not be accom- 
plished in a short time. This leads us obviously to the much 

more important conclusion that if some portions of a Purana prove 
to be of very late origin, we need not assume on that account 
that the whole of it is spurious. Thus Finot (quoted by Meyer 
in this work, p. 107) has tried to show that certain portions of the 
Garuda Purana are spurious ; but unfortunately he has attacked the 
question from the wrong side. If he had taken up a certain passage 
of the present-day text of the Purana and shown that it was not to be 
found in the body of the Purana a few centuries ago — then his 
conclusion would have been valuable, though even that could not 
have proved that the whole Purana is spurious. As it is, however, 

he has only tried to trace some of the quotations in Heraadrl’s 

Caturvargacintamani back into this Purana, and he has failed in his 
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attempt ; but he did not think that Hemadri himself may have been 
responsible for his disappointment, for is it not possible that Hemadri 
actually quoted some other Purana but ascribed the passage wrongly to 
the Garuda Purana ? In the wilderness of Puranas that we find quoted 
by Hemadri such a confusion is quite possible if not inevitable. 

We have therefore no reason to believe that the sketch of Yajn, 
in the Garuda Purana was done in very recent times as Meyer avers ; 
it might have been done at a time when the Yajn. was still without 
its Vyavaharadhyaya, for otherwise it is indeed difficult to explain 
its absence in the Garucla Purana. There is nothing strange in the 
idea that Yajn. might once have been a work dealing only with 
acara and prayascitta, but before we come to discuss that question, let us 
affirm once more that wherever there is any common feature between a 
Purana and other work, it is very probably the Purana which is the 
borrower, if not directly from the corresponding independent work, 
then at least from some older work — now lost perhaps— on which both 
are based. It is simply absurd that independent treatises on the most 
varied subjects were written merely to form adjuncts to ancient popular, 
legends and chronicles. Nobody will perhaps fail into the error that the 
meagre chapters on Grammar in the Puranas are independent treatises, 
and still less think that Panini’s treatise is derived from these chapters. 
Finot showed long ago that Buddhabhata’s work on Ratnapariksa 
has been incorporated into the corresponding chapters ; Meyer has 
devoted a large portion of the book under review to prove decisively 
that Agni purana (chs. 238 ff.) has taken long extracts from Kamanda- 
klya Nitisara (though, curiously enough, he says nothing about the 
Nltisara chapters in Garuda Purana, chs. 108 ff.) ; the chapter 65 of 
the Garuda Purana is nothing but chs. 68 and 70 of Varahamihira’s 
Ilrhatsamhita in a slightly altered form and we may add, the chapters 
on Kumarotpatti in fSivapurana are very probably borrowed 
from Kalidasa’s Kumarasambhava, Now when we see that the 
Smrti chapters in Agni and Garuda Puranas are either identical with, 
or abridged forms of, the corresponding chapters of the Yajn. and 
when in these chapters of the Puranas, Yajn, himself is mentioned by 
name, what can be more mistaken than to suppose that it is not the 
Purana author but Yajn, who is the borrower ? 

We shall now try to show that very probably there was a time 
when the Yajftavalkyasmrti was without any chapter on law proper. 
It is a peculiar feature of the Yajfi. shared by few other Smrtis, that it 
is definitely connected with a_ particular branch of the Vedic literature, 
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Caland showed long ago (Aitind. Ahnencult, pp. 1 27-1 30, 245-252} 
that the mantras prescribed by Yajfi. to be recited at the Sraddha 
are mostly taken from the Vajasaneyi-samhita and Jolly too has 
suggested (Hindu Law and Custom, p. 43) that Yajfi. is probably 
based on a sutra work of the White Yajurvada. Recently Wilhelm 
Gampert has pointed out (Indologica Pragensia, I, p. 97) a peculiar 
coincidence between Sat. Br. XIV, 9, 4, 5-6 and Yajfi. Ill, 278-279 
which cannot be fortuitous. It will have to be admitted therefore 
that Yajfi. is a work of the white Yajurveda, which is to say, this 
Smrti, in its most ancient form at least, served as the hand-book of 
acara for the members of the ‘carana’ in which the White Yajurveda 
was studied. Now it is difficult to imagine that a work meant for 
“weltfremd” Brahmans who devoted all their time to an intensive 
study of a particular branch of the Vedic literature should have 
anything to do with forensic law. We may therefore assume that 
Yajfi. in its oldest form was without any Vyavaharadhyaya, but the 
question is how did it come in ? Meyer expressed his views on this 
point in his earlier work Altindischen Rechtsschriften etc, (pp. 82-3) 
saying that the Smrtis took these portions from independent syste- 
matic works on law proper. Also in the work under review Meyer 
adheres to this view and he has even expressed joy at the discovery 
that Willy Foy too held similar views before him. We have shown 
elsewhere (IHQ, 1928, p. 387) how Meyer has entangled himself in 
contradictory statements in- one and the same sentence because of 
this untenable theory, but the gravest charge against it is that we 
do not know of any such systematic work on law proper spoken of 
by Meyer — it is hardly possible that a single work of this kind would 
not have come to light if there was really a regular literature on law 
proper as Meyer asserts. However unpleasant the fact may be, we 
have to admit that Hindu law was never duly systematised and 
the administration of justice therefore always depended to some extent 
on the whims and caprices of the particular individual who was 
entrusted with this sacred task. It has been repeatedly pointed out 
by eminent authorities that only under British rule Mitaksara and 
Dayabhaga have been strictly followed (cf., e. g., Babu Govinda Das’s 
Jntroduction to Balambhatfel). We have therefere no reason to accept 
Meyer’s theory that there were systematic treatises on forensic law 
in ancient India and that these were made use of by the Smrti 
authors for the Vyavahara portions of their works. Hence we shall have 
to account for the Vyavabaradhyayas of the Smrtis in some other way. 
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Perhaps a clue to this problem is furnished by Kumarila 
who says that Smrtis were indeed evolved and continued within 
particular Vedic schools, but at his time they were also generally 
recognised (see Hindu Law and Custom, p. 29). We have seen 
that in earlier times when the Smrtis were confined to the Vedic 
Caranas alone, there could have been nothing in them which might 
smack of secular law ; but later, as Kumarila says, when the ancient 
Sutracaranas gradually disappeared and the Smrtis exerted their influence 
more and more on the general public, there naturally arose the necessity 
of adapting the Smrtis to changed circumstances by adding to them 
some new chapters, so that they might serve the practical ends of the 
common people. The custodians of the Smrtis, like those of the 
Puranas, whose procedure has been discussed above, were not slow to 
take advantage of this opportunity to extend the sphere of their influ- 
ence and they promptly added to the Smrtis new chapters on Vyavahara 
which was certainly most important for the people. Naturally enough 
these works would be empirical even at the best and this is exactly what 
we find in the case of the Smrtis and this hypothesis would also 
explain to us why there are so many pious wishes intermingled with 
rules of law in the Smrtis. The Vyavahara sections of the Smrtis 
therefore are not the result of intentional and objective incorporation 
of systematic works, in which case there would have been some 
measure of consistency which we vainly look for in the Smrtis, but 
rather the reflex of the traditional uncodified system of law current in 
the country, coming through the prism of unpractical and ignorant 
Brahmanica! mind. Thus in every case ample opportunity was given 
to individual authors to impress their personal bias on their work and 
thus to create a chaos of conflicting opinions round every topic of 
law, though however a greater amount of uniformity is observed among 
the Smrtis in the field of acara and prayaScitta, We may be sure 
that the Vyavahara element of the smrtis is on the whole of a later 
date. It is well-known that already Patanjali in his Mahabhasya 
quotes a number of Smrti-rules such as paUca paftcanakha bhaksyofa 
etc., and coming to the third century a. C. we have the indisputable 
proof of the universal recognition of* the acara rules of the Smrtis from 
Vatsyayana, the author of the Kamasutra, who advises the audacious 
lover to marry his beloved yatMsmrti m secret (p* 219). Even Rama* 
yana (iv, 24, 27 ; iv, 5 5 > 7 ) refers to Smrti with regard to acara and 
Ram. (iv, 18,30*32) actually quotes Manu viii, 3x6 and 318. But we 
vainly look for an instance in the ancient literature which would 
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show that a law-suit 5s being settled according to the Smrtis, Even 
the well-known court scene in the Mrcckaka tika m contains no 
reference to the Smrtis, though the description agrees with the Smrti 
rules almost in every detail. Of course Panin! v, x, 47 and IV, 4, 21 
betrays his knowledge of the law of debts as found in the 
later smrtis, and the later Nibandhakaras too have utilised these 
sutras of Panini, but there is nothing to show that Panini came to 
know of this rule not from the customary law but from the Smrtis. 
The same may be said of the meagre rules of law found in 
Yaska's Nirukta, All this external evidence goes to corroborate the 
conclusion drawn from internal evidence that the chapters on law 
proper are later accretions to the Smrtis. 

Now these accretions were certainly very different from the older 
elements in the Smrtis and therefore they could not be interspersed 
here and there in different parts of these works but had to be subjoined 
to them in a compact body : that is to say, these new chapters 
on vyavahara were practically separate empirical works on law. No 
doubt sometimes these chapter treatises issued out of the original 
works for which they were meant. Perhaps in this way is to be 
explained the existence of exclusively juridical Smrtis like Brhaspati, 
Katyayana (found only in fragments) and Narada, and very probably, 
this was the case also with the Vyavaharadhyaya of YajfL, for how 
can we otherwise satisfactorily account for the appearance of Yajil.’s 
second chapter separately in the Agnipurana ? 

Thus we see that although the Garuda and the Agni Puranas have 
taken extracts from the Yajn., as has been amply proved by Meyer in 
this book under review, yet all the evidences tend to make it 
probable that these extracts were taken at a time when the Yajh. 
was without its Vyavaharadhyaya or was very loosely connected 
with it. Both the facts, that the Agnipurana contains only this 
chapter and the Garudapurana only the other two, point to this 
conclusion. 

A few words regarding minor details need be said here. 

As in his previous work, in this volume too the results arrived at 
by Meyer are principally based on the comparison of texts, but 
here too the author has often gone too far on the path of speculation : 
the reader cannot always feel so sure as the author himself when he 
calmly goes on saying that this text is derived from that particular 
passage of an older work and so on, Let us take the typical 

which has been repeated by Meyer in his foreword, / 

■ 
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38 : brahwanah hakadhanyadi hy alpam grlman na dosabkak, 
godevartkam haram&capi \ hanyad dustam vadkodyatam is in Meyer’s 
opinion derived from Matsyapurana 227, 1 10*114, where the same 
thing has been related in a very lengthy and clumsy fashion. One 
of the arguments of Meyer is that in both the two works the 227th 
chapter contains these rules. But one can find no reason to justify 
such a conclusion. The Agnipurana passage is quite clear. We have 
here two well-known Smrti rules : (1) a Brahman can with impunity 
take a small amount of vegetables or paddy either (for himself) or 
for a cow or a god, (2) one may kill a ruffian who is about to commit 
murder. There is no reason whatever to connect this gloka with the 
long passage in the Matsyapurana, and Meyer is certainly wrong in 
holding that '‘brahmanah 8 ’ also governs the latter sentence, for we find 
nosuch restriction to this rule in the Smrtis. 

It is very much to be regretted that in this book too Meyer adheres 
to some of the untenable theories started by him in his earlier 
work, such as that any work which has any verse in common with 
Yajn. must be later than it. Nor can he imagine that anybody 
may have any doubt as to Yajn.'s absolute dependence on Kautilya, 
This shows that Meyer has not taken note of Keith's latest publication. 

Meyer has often justly criticised the corrupt readings in the Pura- 
nas, but in some cases the readings declared Corrupt by him are not 
corrupt at all, — at least it may be shown that they are grammatically 
correct and convey good sense. Take for instance Garudapurana 
166, 31, which has been declared hopelessly corrupt by Meyer, p. 24: 
bubhuksitas Iryaham sthitva drstva vrttivivarjitam j raja dharmcm 
prakurv\ta vrttim vipradikasya ca // Thus isolated the passage really 
looks absurd as it appeared to Meyer ; but we can get a consistent 
meaning out of it if we only read it along with the second line of the 
preceding verse: kuryat krayadikam tadvad avikreya hay as tatka. 
Leaving out of consideration the second line of verse 31 which gives 
an independent meaning, the am ay a of the whole passage would be ; 
iryaharry bubhuk&itah sthitva y {atmanam) vrttivivarjitam drqtva idvijah) 
tadvai krsyadikam kuryat ; hay as (tv) avikreyaK There is nothing 
obscure in this ; the whole passage becomes perfectly intelligible 
if only we supply the word atmanam and the ( *Sprachgebrauch” of 
the Sanskrit language certainly permits us to do so. 

Another flaw in Meyer's method of work is that he often indulges 
in needless speculations as to the cause of the differences in readings. 
A typical example may be found in Manu 6 , 43b which is quoted in 
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Agnipurana 161, 4a only with this difference that the Purana has <w- 
ancayiko for M arm’s asamkasuko (it may be mentioned in passing that 
Meyer has wrongly read these two words as saficayzko and sankasuko 
respectively). Meyer (p. 3) here remarks that the Parana author 
certainly did not un derstand the word sankasuko and therefore he re- 
placed this uncanny term by the homely word safuzayiko. Such a process 
would indeed be dangerous, but Kulluka comes to the rescue. In his 
commentary he gives the word saficayiko as a different reading, and 
evidently this variant was not originated in the days of Kulluka but was 
handed down through long ages. We should therefore safely assume 
that the Purana author knew the verse of Manu in this variant form 
and cease to speculate on the depth of his knowledge of Sanskrit. 

It is to be regretted that in general get up the book is inferior to its 
predecessors in the series. There are some typographical mistakes, 
but they are few and far between. 

Batakrishna Giiosh 


THE PALLAVAS OF KANCHI by R. Gopalan, M.A., University 
Research Student (1920-24); edited with Introduction and notes by 
S. Krishnaswamy Aiyangar, M. a,, ph. d. (Hony,), Professor of Indian 
History and Archaeology, University of Madras; and published 
by the University of Madras. Demy 8vo pp. xxxiii+245 with 
appendix and index, one map and two photo plates. 

( The author, editor and publisher of this little book should be con- 
gratulated on the production of such an admirable monograph 
embodying the results of the up-to-date studies and researches 
on the history and culture of a dynasty that for centuries played an 
important rhle in South Indian History and left its abiding impressions 
on the general culture of the country. 

Prof. S. Krishnaswamy Aiyangar in a long note introduces the 
book as well as its author. He has drawn attention to the salient 
features of Mr. Gopalan’s work, indicated points where further 
researches are yet necessary and supplied a few gaps required to 
provide a continuous narrative for the whole history of the Pallavas. 

In so doing he has reiterated his well-known theory about the vexed 
problem of the origin of the Pallavas and the supposed Cola inter- 
regnum. He has also discussed the relation of the Pallavas with the I 
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Calukyas and other contemporary powers and finally the trend of 
the dismemberment of the Pallava kingdom. 

In the introductory chapter of the book Mr. Gopalan gives a 
summary account of the previous researches in Pallava history and 
sources of history for the Pallavas. His enumeration of important 
authorities from Sir Walter Scott to Prof. S. K. Aiyangar is complete 
and the sources which' he discusses critically are systematically 
arranged. Chapter II discusses the various theories about the origin 
of the Pallavas and pre-Pallava history of Kanchlpura. The different 
theories are clearly set forth and our author takes an absolutely 
dispassionate attitude in criticising them. About the origin of the 
Pallavas he seems to lean towards Prof. Aiyangar’s theory, but through- 
out he keeps an open mind. The Pallavas of Prakrit records and the 
early Pallavas of Sanskrit records are dealt with in Chapters III and 
IX. Of Visnugopa it is interesting that our author does not agree 
with Mon. Dubreuil in thinking that Samudragupta did not advance 
as far south as Kancl to defeat the Pallava king. In connection 
with the early Pallavas of the Sanskrit records, Mr. Gopalan does not 
fail to discuss the problem of the supposed Cola interregnum in 
detail. Chapter V gives us a succinct review of Pallava relations with 
other contemporary powers, viz., the Kadambas, Salankayanas and 
the Visnukundins. The period of Pallava ascendency begins with 
the accession of Simhavisnu in 575 A. c. The exploits of Simhavisnu 
and his son Mahendravarman I are detailed in Chapter VI. The 
next chapter introduces us to the most remarkable king of the dynasty, 
namely, Narasimhavarman I (630-660 A. C.) and to his successors. The 
great Pallava Calukya contest has been detailed in this connection 
but it seems that Mr. Gopalan has failed to bring out the true 
historical significance of this contest. Was it only the conquest of 
Vengi by Pulakesin II that was the immediate cause of the struggle ? 
What was it for which kings after kings of both the dynasties fought one 
another in a contest that was destined to last for one century and 
a half ? Was it for the supremacy in the Deccan ? Was it due to 
the difference in culture between the two families— the Pallavas 
representing the Southern and the Calukyas the Northern culture— 
that they considered each other as ‘ Prakrtyamitras ’ or natural 
enemies? What again was the net result of this age-long feud? The 
account of the struggle could have been more interesting if our author 
would have attempted to elucidate these points. Chapter VIII gives 
an account of the dynastic revolution that took place after ParameS- 
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varavarman II and placed Nandivarman Pallavamalla on the throne, 
The author, in our opinion, takes the right view when he says that he 
was ‘raised to the throne by the general approval of the citizens and 
thoroughly falsified the usurpation theory,’ Chapter IX speaks of the 
successors of Pallavamalla during whose reign the kingdom clearly 
showed signs af dismemberment. The story of the disruption is 
indicated by the existence of several Pallava princes figuring not 
as members of separate dynasties but marking only a stage in the 
break-up. Chapter X summarsies certain general considerations of 
Pallava rule in South India, viz., Pallava administration, nature of 
village government, revenue and taxation, the different popular 
assemblies, literature during the Pallava age and does not exclude 
a consideration in his Chapter as well as in others even of Pallava 
art and architecture as evinced in their monuments. In this connec- 
tion Mr. Gopalan would have done well at least to refer to the 
contributions of French and Dutch schools like Parmentier and Bosch 
and others on the influence of Pallava art and architecture on the 
general history of art and architecture in the Indian colonies of the 
‘Extreme-Orient’. This would have also invariably turned the 
attention of our author to the most interesting and engrossing problem 
of the day, viz., the part played by the Pallavas in the history of Hindu 
Colonisation — a subject on which no definite light has yet been 
thrown and researches into which are, therefore, the more inviting. 
We would like to request our author to direct his studies towards 
throwing some light on this and publish his results in the 2nd 
edition of the book. 

The book is supplemented by three valuable appendices contain- 
ing, first, an exhaustive list of Pallava inscriptions with short notes 
as to their finds, publications and contents, secondly, an extract from 
the Mahavamsa, and thirdly, a reprint of the first chapter of the 
A vantisundarakatha. 

Mr. Gopalan has taken pains in writing the book and his pains 
have been crowned with success. He is up-to-date in point of 
collection of facts and criticisms ; and he has discussed almost all 
points connected with his subject. He does not bring, out any new 
data but his presentation of already known facts, his criticism of 
different theories and elucidation of knotty problems and, above all, 
his attempt at a continuous narrative are certainly admirable. We 
entirely agree with Prof. Aiyangar when he says in his Introdu 
that the book “does not pretend to have solved all questions.' 

.■ ■■ ; it 
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with the history of the Pallavas finally, but it may be stated that Mr. 
Gopalan’s work carries us as near to an up-to-date history of the 
Pallavas as, in the circumstances, is possible As such the author 
deserves our unstinted praise. We commend his book to all those 
interested in South Indian History. 

The printing of the book is good and misprints are rare. The 
get-up leaves nothing to be desired ; but the two plates ought to have 
been better. 

Niharranjan Ray 


LE CANON BOUDDHIQUE EN CHINE, Tome I, by P. C. 
Bagchi, Paris, published by Geuthner, 1927, pp. IV, LII, 436. 

India is realizing the great importance of Buddhist literature. In 
fact, the contributions to Buddhism that vve owe to Indian scholars 
are increasing day by day. Unfortunately this Buddhist literature, 
specially that of Mahayana, is chiefly extant now in Tibetan and 
Chinese translations. The originals are lost in India and our only 
hope is that the Jaina Bhandars or the Tibetan and Chinese 
Monasteries may perhaps one day or other bring to light again some 
of those texts that cannot be traced now. This literature is, as it is 
known, of the greatest importance for many reasons, not only for 
understanding the various aspects of Buddhism which are still a 
mystery to us, but because they contain some of our best sources for 
tracing out the connection between the different currents of thought 
that interfered one with another in this country. 

The Tibetan bsTan agyur was catalogued by the late Cordier in 
his wonderful Catalogue des collections Tibetaines ; of the bka ‘agyur 
we have the catalogues of Csoma-Feer and that of Beck. ’ The 
enormous mass of the Chinese Buddhist Canon was catalogued by 
the late Japanese Buddhist Bunyiu Nanjio in his famous Catalogue of 
the Chinese Tripitaka which has become for so many years le Uvre de 
chevet of all Buddhist scholars and specially of those interested in 
Mahayana. This pioneer work, in spite of all its unparalleled merits, 
has some weak points. First of all, it is based on the Chinese Imperial 
edition published under the Ming dynasty and is not complete. 
There are in fact in the so-called Korean redaction many texts that 
cannot be traced out in that* edition. The other edition published in 
Tokyo between 1882 and 1885 contained more texts than those 
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known to the catalogue of Nanjio and new additions were also included 
in the more recent edition of Kyoto, Moreover, we must not forget. that 
these collections give tis a part only of the literature that was translated 
into Chinese from Indian or Central Asian texts. If we look at 
the Catalogues compiled from time to time by the Chinese we easily 
realise that many works seem to be lost even in China, So the Chinese 
Canon, as it is now, is very far from giving an exact idea of all the 
Buddhist literature with which the Chinese became acquainted from 
the very first time of the introduction of the doctrine of iSakyamuni until 
the time in which the Canon was practically closed. In our times when 
the attention of scholars and of Indians has been drawn to 
that wonderful blossoming of culture that took place in India when 
Buddhism held its sway all over Asia, it was considered as very urgent 
to know with a greater detail the amount of this literature and the 
names of the works and the activities of the great masters of Buddhism, 
This work has been undertaken by Dr. Prabodh Chandra Bagchi, He 
has realized that the study of Chinese for a student of Indian History 
is almost as necessary as Sanskrit itself, and after having studied 
Chinese in Paris with such authority as S. Levi and P, Pelllot he has 
been able to bring out this first volume of a magnum opus , which 
vindicates once more the importance of Buddhism in the history 
of India and testifies to the sound preparation , of the author, This 
catalogue is, in fact, not only a catalogue but a kind of schematical 
history of the spread of Buddhism and with it therefore of Indian 
culture into China. First of all, the works of which a mention can be 
found in the Chinese catalogues are registered in this book. More- 
over, the treatment of the subject is quite different from that followed 
by Manjio. The author has here followed the historical and the 
geographical arrangement, so that we are enabled to visualize in 
this first volume the progressive fortune of Buddhism in China and to 
individuate the greatest masters of the doctrine for about 500 years, 
that is, from the first introduction of Buddhism into China under 
the later Han (68-220 A,c) up to the Liang and Chen Dynasties 
(557-589 A. C,). But within this historical frame the texts are classified 
according to the various schools and the most important centres in 
which during that time the most active work of propaganda took 
place. We find here therefore the distinction between the two churches, 
that of Lo yang and that of Chan ngam in the north and. that of Nan 
king in the South, . 

. The. author has given side by side with the Chinese tiile the;.;Sahskrit 
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title also as proposed by Nanjio, The restorations of the Japanese 
scholar have proved to be not always exact. Therefore I hope that 
Dr. Bagchi will at the end of the work rectify all these restorations 
such as vij'Mnamatra or vidyamatra for Vijnaptimatrata, Vivadasamana 
for Vigrahavyavartam, Upayakausalya hr day a for XJpaya hr day a , etc. 

We must welcome in this work which is certainly one of the best 
achievements of Buddhistic scholarship the first contribution of Young 
India to the systematic and comparative study of Buddhism, in which 
no progress is possible without a knowledge of Chinese and Tibetan. 
Iam sure that all Buddhist scholars are anxiously waiting for the 
completion of this work which is destined to remain a fundamental 
treatise in Buddhist science. 

G. TUCCI 


TREATMENT OF LOVE IN SANSKRIT LITERATURE 
by Sushil Kumar De, M. A. (Calcutta), D. Litt. (London), Reader 
and Head of the Department of Sanskrit and Bengali, and Dean of 
the Faculty of Arts, Dacca University, pp. 87 ; Calcutta, 1929. 

We find here the proper subject handled by the right author. 
The delicate subject dealt with by Dr. De in this little volume 
requires not only an accurate acquaintance with the great Sanskrit 
literature but also a familiarity with the world literature. But 
the critic may ask, how is it possible to deal with this vast subject 
within the small extent of this little volume ? Here we should 
remember the words of the French wit who said, the description of the 
colossus need not be colossal. Indeed, Dr. De does not claim com- 
prehensiveness for his work and neither is it meant for the specialist, as 
he says in his foreward, but still, this little volume is sure to be useful 
to all as a reliable guide into the vast labyrinth of Sanskrit literature. 
The bewildering emotions of love appealed also to the minds of the 
Vedic Aryans, but they were still fresh, vigorous and naive ; and too 
unsophisticated to feel the need of giving artistic form to expres- 
sions of lower instincts of man, they expressed these emotions in 
terms which are too direct. No doubt it is because of this that 
Dr. De has only hinted at, but never fully described, the love scenes 
in Vedic literature. Then, in the classical period, hundreds of poets 
have sung of the never-old theme in thousands of artistic ways, but, as 
Dr. De has pointed out, art soon degenerated into sensual literature : 
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only geniuses like Sudraka and Bhavabhuti kept intact the purity and 
glory of true art, but to most the appeal to the senses was more 
acceptable than appeal to the intellect. 

We hope that this little book will be welcome to all lovers of 
Sanskrit literature and we also expect soon to get a comprehensive 
survey of the subject from the pen of Dr. De himself. 

Batakrisi-ina Ghosh 


MANAVAGRHYASUTRA OF THE MAITRAYANlYA 
&AKHA, WITH THE COMMENTARY OF ASTAVAKRA, edited 
with an Introduction, Index, etc. by Ramakrishna Harsh a ji Sastri, with 
a preface by B. C. Lele, M.A., Professor of Sanskrit, Baroda College ; 
i 9 26;Central Library, Baroda ; pp. 9+31+258+6 ; Gaekwad’s Oriental 
Series, No* XXXV. 

Gaekwad’s Oriental Series has brought out some of the most 
important books of the inexhaustive Sanskrit literature in excellent 
editions. The first publication of this series appeared in 1916 and 
already at this time there are nearly fifty works to its credit covering 
an amazingly wide field of research, including even Prakrt, and 
Persian and Tibetan. We have therefore every reason to be thankful 
to the patron and the editors of this series. 

The volume under review is by no means unworthy of its prede- 
cessors and its value has been enhanced by two illuminating intro- 
ductions from the pens of Mr. Lele and Mr. Sastri respectively, the 
former in English and the latter in Sanskrit. Unfortunately, Mr. Lele 
has repeated some mistakes of Dr. Knauer, who for the first time 
published the Manavagrhyasutra in 1897 with extracts from the 
commentary and whom Mr. Lele persistently calls Knaner. Few people 
will be convinced that “Purusa” is identical with Manava. This and 
other needless speculations might well have been dispensed with. The 
Sanskrit introduction is very instructive, in which the editor has 
dealt at length with the various Vakhas of the Vedic literature, but, 
unfortunately again, it has very little to do with the present text. 

The language of the Manavagrhya is very archaic— the author of 
the text had indeed but scant regard for the grammatical conventions. 
Above all, this peculiarity of the language shows that the Manava- 
grhya is one of the oldest works of the Sutra literature and as such 
it offers us invaluable data as to the social life in the India of the 
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hoary past. Perhaps this work is the oldest extant Grhyasutra. In 
spite of the frequent grammatical juggleries which the commentator 
is compelled to have recourse to, he is often unable to account for the 
anomalous forms. Thus on p. 12 he makes the rather flat remark — 
chandovat sutraniti pratkamayah s thane sasthl hint iti ckandasi 
suptinvyatyayam namedam, yatah sambandhamatrapradarsanartha, 
vibhaktih. The most remarkable point in this statement is that the 
svitra is to be regarded as chandas , at least so far as the language is 
concerned. 

The work of editing such a text is naturally a very difficult one, 
but it was rendered rather easy for our editor, inasmuch as he had the 
excellent edition of Knauer before him. We may therefore fairly 
indulge in a criticism if there are flaws in the work of our learned editor. 
It is very much to be regretted that we have hardly ever any different 
readings in this edition, which are so necessary for such an obscure text 
as this 5 nor does the editor refer to the readings preferred by Knauer, 
which are sometimes decidedly better. Our editor reads na viharartho 
jalpet (I, I, 9), whereas Knauer read vihararthau which of course 
gives a better sense if Astavakra* s explanation is to be followed. But, 
what is most curious, both of these two readings seem to be guaran- 
teed by the same commentator according to our editors ! According 
to Knauer Astavakra too prefers the reading vikararthau, and accord- 
ing to our present editor, his own reading of the text is supported by 
Astavakra. This is a curious case indeed, and we are tempted to 
suggest that one or the other of these two editors was led so far astray 
as to read his own reading of the text in the commentary, no doubt 
as the result of a too sympathetic consideration of that reading. 

The commentary on the sutra referred to above is remarkable for 
more reasons than one : it gives us a typical example of wrong punctua- 
tion in the volume under review and we learn from it also the general 
characteristics of the commentary. The commentary as given by our 
editor is : * cjfcft? t U 

Well, it conveys hardly any sense at all We are on firmer ground 
with Knauer s reading of the same passage : 5 snSnfe 

j ^ 1 fwunfe 11 The true meaning of the sutra, 

however, was not grasped by the commentator. Assuming that after 
all the present editor is right and not Knauer, the word vihararthdh 
certainly signifies vikararthm, just &§ vidyarthah in Ap. Dh. S„ r, 2, 17 
signifies vidyarthin . 

We must remember that the above sutra lays down a rule of 
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conduct for the Brahmacarin ; it is therefore astonishing to read what 
the commentator says in further elucidation of the passage : wspnfira 
grerog ^ This for a Brahmacarin who has nothing 

to do with wife or money. Indeed, Astavakra is one of those commen- 
tators whose best efforts are directed not to elucidate the text but to 
show off their own wisdom. Whenever possible, Astavakra has 
brought his knowledge of the Mimamsa philosophy into play and there- 
fore large portions of his commentary are unintelligible to the general 
reader. It is this consideration, no doubt, which prompted Knauer 
to leave out these portions when he gave extracts from the commen- 
tary in his edition and it is all the more creditable for our editor that 
he has undertaken to publish the full text of the commentary for the 
first time. But unfortunately he had insufficient manuscript materials 
at his disposal, a fact which necessitated the frequent insertion of the 
query mark in the body of the text of the commentary. 

Mr. Lele says in his introduction that nothing is known about 
Astavakra ; but the commentator has given us a clue to his date in 
the second verse on p.105, where he says : 1 3 T pr g l 

sr?t ijyr g fsjfsrwfafl 11 Thus we know that Astavakra wrote 

when a century was completed, but of which era ? There we are left 
only to guess. Another curious statement in the commentary, may 
be found on p. 81. There we read : m'zvm 1 sgigf 

ugrej fgpgrt 1 This shows that the commentary in its entirety does not 
come from the pen of Astavakra, but Kumara too had something to do 
with it, and, as Knauer suggests (Einleitung, p. xxm), the word nsrag 
indicates that the commentary was originally composed by Kumara, 
and Astavakra only supplemented it at a later date. 

The list of errata appended to the volume under review is extensive 
enough, but by no means exhaustive. Sometimes three or four 
typographical mistakes may be easily pointed out in one page. Even 
such childish mistakes as pumfg for PJtrmfg are not rare. If the 
editor was a little more careful these mistakes might have been easily 
eliminated. But still, we must admit, the edition of the obscure 
text of the commentary from insufficient manuscript materials is a 
magnificent achievement. 


Batakrishna Ghosh 
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Acta Orientalia, vol. vii, pt. iv, 1929 

W. C ALAND . — A Vaidik Wedding Song. 

PH. S. Van Ronkel . — The Ramayana in Malay, 

Bulletin of the School of Oriental Studies; London institution 

vol. v, pt. ii 

JarL Charpentier. — Poison-detecting Birds. Passages referring to 
a common belief in the existence of some poison-detecting birds 
and similar animals have been quoted from the ancient literature 
of both the East and the West. 

KASTEN RoNNOW. — Some Remarks on Svetadvlpa. The author sug- 
gests the identity of the Svetadvipa mentioned in the Mahabharata 
with the Buddhist heavens by pointing out some coincidences 
between them. 

J. Przyluski . — Les influences populaires dans la Chandogya-upanisad. 

The author takes the word bhaliaksa in the Chandogya-upanisad, iv, 
I, 2 to be equivalent to bhadraksa , he whose eye brings happiness. 
He concludes from this that there is a considerable element of 
popular superstition embodied in the Chandogya-upanisad and further 
says that the authors of the same were perhaps outside the 
pale of Brahmanism. 

K. R. PlSHAROTI. — Sanskrit and Prakrit in the Arya Eluttu, Some 
symbols found in the Mss. of the Sanskrit dramas written in the 
Arya Eluttu, the present Malayalam script, have been given a new 
explanation in this note. 

Indian Antiquary, April, 1929 - '■ 

R. D. Banerji.— ~ The Empire of Orissa. The present instalment of 
this continued article dealing with the history of the Empire of 
Orissa treats of the concluding stages of Purusottama’s reign in 
the last decade of the 15th century A.C. and also the whole of the 
reign of his son Prataparudra up to the middle of the next century. 
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ibid. : May, 1929 

RICHARD C. Temple.— Hindu and Non- Hindu Elements in the Kathti- 
saritsagara. 

Indologica Pragnesia, vol. i, no. i, 1929 

M. WlNTERNlTZ. — Anvlksikl and Atmavidya, A detailed discussion 
of the word Anvlksikl in the Kautillya. 

O. Stein. — Ein Yoga-Prahasana. A learned discussion on the Praha-: 
sana, Bhagavadajjuklya of Bodhayana Kavi, the second edition 
of which has been brought out in 1925. 

O, Stein. — Indien in den griechischen Papyri. The author has collected 
valuable data about India in the earliest Greek papyri. 

M. Winternitz. — The critical edition of the Makabharata. Some 
critical remarks on Dr. Sukthankar’s edition of the Adi par van. 


Journal of the American Oriental Society, March, 1929 

J, R. Ware. — Studies in the Divyavadana , II. . 

Journal of the Bihar and Orissa Research Society, 

vol. xv, pts. i and ii 

ChaRU Chandra Sinha. — The Hindu Conception of moral Judgment. 

JAYACHANDRA VlDYALANKAR.— The date of Kaniska. The author 
has supported the theory of Konow and van Wijk that Kaniska 
ascended the throne about 198 A.c. He has also proved that 
Kaniska and Rudradaman might well have been contemporaries. 

R. D. Banerji.— Antiquities of the Baudh State, Various matters 
relating to temples and other buildings of the Baudh state have 
been discussed in this paper, which also contains a short note on 
the early Bhafija kingdom. 

A. Banerji-Sastri. — Jayapura Copper-Plate of Devanandadem. 

RamaVATARA Sarma. — A Note on Sanskritic and Sanskrit Anthologies. 

Bhavaraj V. KRISHN ARAO.— The Identification of Kalinganagara. 

After an elaborate discussion, the author concludes that the 
site of the two villages, Nagarakatakam and Mukhalingam, repre- 
sents the ancient Kalinganagara. 

K. P. Jayaswal . — The Paris Manuscript of the Garga-Samhita, 
The writer has pointed out some important readings contained 
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in this manuscript which go to support his former readings and 
conclusions (JBORS, 1928, pp. 397-421). 

A , S. ALTEKAR. — Further Discussion about Ramagupta. The writer here 
has attempted to defend his theory that Ramagupta intervened 
between Samudragupta and Candragupta II and was king perhaps 
for a very short time. 

K. K, Basu. — Account of Mubarak Shah, the second Sayyad ruler of 

Delhi. 


SASHIBHUSAN Chaudhuri.— On the Siva and Vayu Puranas. The 
writer has here discussed the old problem whether the Vayu or the 
Siva Purana is to be regarded as the genuine ancient Purana, and 
he has decided in favour of the Vayu Purana. 

Laicshminarayan PIarichandan Jagdev. — Rock Inscription near 
Atagada Fort. 


RADHAKUMUD MOOKERJI. — Later Guptas of Magadha, The author 
here tries to defend his position regarding the later Guptas as 
stated in his Harsa and severely criticised by R. D. Banerji 
(JBORS, June, 1928). 

Nirmal Kumar Basu. — Some Ancient Remains from Bhuvanesvar. 

A BANERJI-SASTRI. — Keur — A probable Site of Vikramasila. 

P, Acharya. — A Note on the Bhuvanesvara Inscription of Candra Devi. 

( B. K. G. ) 


Journal of the Bombay Historical Society, March, 1929 

A. S. VAIDYANATHA Ayyar.— The Flood Legends of the East. After 
a comparative study of three Flood Legends of the East, the 
Chaldean, the Jewish and the Indian, the writer comes to the 
conclusion that the Indian account of the Flood found in the 
Satapatha IJrahmana is the parent Flood Legend, 

N, N, Lalla. — Lord Dalhousie and the Faithful Allies of the British. 

V. R. Ramachandra Dikshitar.— The History of Early Buddhism 
in India. 

B, A. SaLETORE, — Three Madras Museum Copper-plate Grants of Saha 
1544, 1565 and 1566, This deals with the Keladi and Bangar 
Copper-plate Grants. 

K, H, KamaDar,— The Year of Shivafi’s Birth, 1627 or 1630? 

H, Heras,-— A Historical Tour in Search of Kadamba Documents, 
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Journal of Oriental Research* vol. iii, pt. i 

S. Kuppuswami Sastri,— Ravaiiya-bkmya. References found in Sanskrit 
literature to an ancient VazsestkasUfra-Bhasya by Ravana which 
has been mentioned in the Anargharaghava as Katandl have been 
collected here, 

IX S. Sarma. — One of the Sources of the Bhagavadgita . The writer 
points out, by quotations and comparisons, the resemblances both in 
words and thoughts, between the verses of the Upani§ads and the 
Bhagavadgita which fact has aleady been known as recorded in 
the verse sarvopanisado gavo..*.*., dugdham gltamrtam mahat . 

T, R. Chintamanl — The date of Sri Sahkaracarya and some of his 
Predecessors . This is an attempt to fix 655*687 A.C. as the date 
of Sankaracarya, 

K. S. Ramaswami Sastri. — Probable Identification of King Haravarsa. 
This is an identification of Haravarsa or Yuvaraja mentioned in the 
Ramacarita of Abhinanda with Devapala, son of Dharmapala of 
the Pala Dynasty of Bengal. 

R. Ramamurti. — The Prati/nacanakya of Bhlma . In this article 
PratipMcanakya or Pra tibhcica nakfa referred to and quoted by 
Abhinavagupta has been fathered upon Bhimata, king of Kalahjara, 
who flourished between 800 and 915 A.C., to whom have been 
attributed by the STiktimukt avail five dramas of which the Svapna- 
damnana has been mentioned by name. 


Journal of Indian History, vol, iii, part i, April, 1929 

Sasiii BhUSAN CHAUDHURI. — Antiquity of the Puranic Story Tradi- 
tion. This is an attempt to show, by a reference to the legends 
recorded and alluded to in the Vedic mantras , that “the original 
traditions of all the Puranic stories” were current contem- 
poraneously with the Vedic legends, 

K. R* Qanungo. — Some Side-lights on the Character and Court-life 
of Shah Jakan. 

Harihar Das. — 7 he East India Company , its Origin and Growth 
prior to Sir William Norris's Embassy. 

Ragiiava Aiyangar. — The Kalahhras in South India. The writer 
has tried to show that the Kajabhras were Vellala Kalappalar . and 
not the Muttarayar and that Acyuta Kalappalar of literature is the 
Acyuta Vikrama or Vikranta of Buddhadatta. 


388 SELECT CONTENTS OF ORIENTAL JOURNALS 

S. V. PUNTNAMBEKAR. — AjUapatra or Royal Edict. It gives 
the first instalment of the English translation of Ajfwpatra, 
issued by Sambhoji of Kolapur, on November 21, 1716. The great 
importance of this work is due to the fact that Rama- 
candrapant Amatya was closely connected with £ 3 ivaji. 

Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, April, 1929 

GlUSEPPE Tucci. — A Visit to an “ Astronomical" Temple in India. 
This describes the Navagraha temple situated on the Citracala, one 
of the hills of Kamakhya in Gauhati and gives a Pauranic account 
of the Grahas, 

R. B. Whitehead. — Akbar II as Pretender : A study in Anarchy , 

J. PRZYLUSKI.' — Hippokoura et Satakarni. ‘One is tempted,’ says Prof. 
Rapson, 'to compare the words Satakarni and Satakani with Satiya- 
puta of an inscription of Asoka’. If one takes Satakani— Satiy a- 
puta, then it is apparent that Kani must have its origin in an 
Andhra word that has the same sense as the Middle Indian puta 
‘son’. Nowin the Munda language Kon or Koni means a son. 
Satakani then may mean ‘son of sata’. The root KatP^han still 
gives in Munda kapan, ‘son/ which without doubt comes from the 
ancient pahan. One can conceive that an Andhra word such as 
Satapahan (a) may have been Sanskritised into Satavakana. Be- 
sides in Munda Sadam means ‘cheval’ and Satakani and Sadakani 
of the inscriptions mean Satakarni and f§atavahana ; all these names 
then may have been Sanskritised from Austro- Asiatic names 
signifying ‘son of horse’ which one inscription of Asoka has partially 
translated into Satiyaputa. ' 

In the fables of Ptolemy certain Indian names have been partially 
translated into Greek. Hippokoura, for example, seems to have 
been found from hippos ‘horse’ and from the Indian word Kura 
‘city.’ This name, which designated one of the capitals of the 
Andhras, appears to signify ‘city of horse.’ 

In conclusion the king who reigned at Hippokoura carries 
without doubt a name found from that of the city, for Ptolemy calls 
him Baleokouros. With this name, in which one recognises the 
element Kura , ‘city’, corresponds the title Vilivayaku of the 
Andhra coins. In Sanskrit Vadava means a mare and Vadava 
‘a horse that resembles a mare’ and in Pali Valava means either 
a horse or a mare. In Baleokouros the element balaeo corresponds 
without doubt to the form balava deformed by vulgar use. In 
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order to distinguish from vulgar bako, the language had recreated 
Vilivaya, comparable to Pali Valava, and to Valahaya, the name 
of the mythical horse in the Jain Prakrt literature. 

Then the myth of the divine horse, ancestor of the Andhra 
kings, permits us to explain at the same time, the name of these 
kings, the name of their capital and their title. (Hemchandra Ray). 

Quarterly Journal of the Mythic Society, April, 1929 

R, Rama Rao. — Some Problems of Identity in Early Vijayanagar 
History 1 The writer of this article is of opinion that the iden- 
tities between Madhavamantri and Mallappa Vadeyar, and Viru- 
panna Vodeyar and Vitfchanna Vadeyar sought to be established 
by some is not well founded. 

Lanka Sundaram.— This concluding instalment of the subject deals 
with the currency system of the Mughal Empire. 

R, S. Vaidyanati-ia Ayyar.— Z7zr Sumero-Dravidian and the Htttite- 

Aryan Origin, 
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Pusyamitra and the Sunga Empire 

x. Pusyamitra 

After the two great Maurya emperors, Candragupta and 
Asoka, Pusyamitra, the founder of the Sunga dynasty, 
is the only Indian ruler of the early historic period whose 
memory Indians of different denominations, the Brahmans, 
the Buddhists and the Jainas, could not let die. The story 
of Pusysfmitra’s usurpation of the Maurya throne is thus 
told in the Puranas that give account of the dynasties of the 
Kali age : — 

“These are the ten Maury as who will enjoy the earth full 
137 years. After them if will go to the Suhgas. Pusyamitra, 
the Commander-in-chief ( senanl ) will uproot Brhadratha 
and will rule the kingdom as king for 36 years .” 1 

This tradition is repeated with a few more details by 
Bana in his Harsacarita, eh. vi. : — • 

“The wicked {anarya) general (senam) Pusyamitra crushed 
to death his foolish master, Maurya Brhadratha, having 
paraded his whole army on the pretext of review .” 2 


1 Pargiter, Parana Texts of the Dynasties of the Kali Age, Ox- 
ford, 1913, p. 70. 

2 Brl-Harsacaritamahakavyam of Banabhatfca, edited by A. A, 

Fiihrer, Bombay, 1909, p. 269 ; Cowell & Thomas, Harsacarita of 
Baya, London, 1897, p. 193- . ■ , . • .. . S§it 
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PUSYAMITRA AND THE SUNGA EMPIRE 


Pusyamitra belonged to the Sujiga dynasty, a branch of 
the Bharadvaja clan of Brahmans. He is called anarya 
by Bapa on account of his treachery and not on account 
of his birth. The grammarian Patanjali, who was a con- 
temporary of Pusyamitra, gives us a few precious glimpses 
of Pusyamitra and his time in the Vyakaraija Mahabhasya. 
In his comment on Panini I, 1, 58, Var. 7, Patanjali, after 
stating that a compound word made up of raj an (king) and 
sabha (court) and meaning “king’s court” should not be 


neuter ( rajasabham ), but feminine ( raja-sabha ), adds, “(com- 
pound word) made up of the name of a particular raja (and 
sabha) is not (neuter but feminine).” To illustrate this rule 
Patanjali mentions, Pusyamitra-sabha, “the court of Pusy- 
mitra”, Candragupta- sabha, "the court of Candragupta.’’ 
Mention of the names of Candragupta and Pusyamitra side by 
side indicates that these kings are evidently the founder of the 
Maurya and the Suiiga dynasties respectively. In his 
explanation of Papini 111, 2, 123, Var, 1, Patanjali writes 
that the group of verbal suffixes known as lat is used to 
denote action that has been begun but not yet finished, action 
that is in progress, and gives as examples, “Here we are 
reading ; here we are sitting ; here we are causing Pusya- 
mitra to perform sacrifice (as officiating priests).” The last 
sentence has led scholars to the conclusion that Patanjali 
compiled this part of the Mahabhasya at a time when he 
was engaged in officiating as a priest in a sacrifice (presum- 
ably a horse sacrifice) undertaken by Pusyamitra. The 
sacrifice of Pusyamitra as a present (contemporary) event 
is again referred to by Patanjali under Panini III, 1, 26 (Var. 
3, 4). Panini lays down in III, 2, 111 : — anadyatane lan 

“The lan affixes are added to a verbal root to denote what 
is nob (occurring) to-day (bub what happened in the past).” 

This aphorism is governed by Paffini III, 2, 84, bhute, 
“affixes dealt with hereafter denote the past”, and this 
famous Var, is added to it : — 
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“(Lam affixes added to verbal root denote) universally 
known (action) that (happened) out of sight, but within the 
range of sight of the narrator.” 

The apparent contradiction between out of sight (parokse) 
and within the range of vision {dar§anavisaye) is thus 
explained by Kaiyata, the scholiast of Patanjali : — 

ananubhutatvdt parobso'pi pratyaksa-yogyatmiatrasrayeiia 
darsanavisaye iti virodhahhavah 

“(Something that is) ‘out of sight’ on account of its not 
being actually perceived is within the range of sight if it 
is only capable of being witnessed ; so there is no con- 
tradiction.” In other words, it means something that 
happens out of sight of the narrator, but within his life time. 
As examples Patanjali states, arunad Yavanah Sdketcm, 
arunad Yavanah Madhyamikam, “the Yavana besieged 
Saketa, the Yavana besieged Madhyamika.” Ifrom these 
examples Dr. Sten Konow concludes : — 

“At all events we must conclude that the operations 
referred to were taking place about the time when Patanjali 
wrote the third book of his commentary and they were 
accordingly contemporaneous with Pusyamitra’s horse sacri- 
fice.” 1 * 

If Dr. Sten Konow here means to say that the state- 
ments of Patanjali indicate that the composition of the com- 
mentary ( bhasya ) on Panini, III, 2, the siege of Saketa and 
Madhyamika by the Yavana, and Pusyamitra’s horse sacrifice, 
were all going on simultaneously, he is wrong. Under 
Pacini III, : 2, 123, Pusyamitra’s sacrifice is referred to as 
an act which has been begun but not yet completed ( arabdlio 
aparimmdptasca vartamanah—Ks, sika); but the siege of 
Saketa is referred to under Pagini III, 2, 111 which treats 
of bhuta , ‘past,’ anadyatana ( *» avidyamanadyatana), ‘not in 
progress on the present day, 5 i.e. completed in the past. 


i Sten Konow, “Some problems raised by the Khai 

cription,” Acta Orientalia i vol, I, p. 31, 
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So the siege of Saketa and Madhyamika eould not have 
been contemporaneous with Pusyamitra’s horse sacrifice, but 
must have taken place before. Jinendrabuddhi in his Kasika- 
vivarana-panjika writes 1 : — 

muloddharatie' pi prayohtd Saltetavarodhatulyalcalo vedi - 
tavyah tasyaiva hyasau darmnavisayah mnyasya. 

“In the original example the narrator (Patanjali) is to 
be recognised as one alive at the time of the siege of Saketa. 
He could have witnessed that (operation) •, no other writer 
(who quotes from his commentary) could.” 

The examples of Patanjali under Panini III, 2, 111 and 
123 taken together, therefore, indicate that the siege of 
Saketa and Madhyamika by the Yavana king took place 
sometime before his composition of that part of the Malia- 
bhasya. The Yavana invaders of Oudh and Rajputana were 
evidently repulsed by Pusyamitra who then undertook a 
horse sacrifice in which the great grammariau officiated as 
& sacrificial priest and composed his commentary on Panini 
III, 2 when the sacrifice was in progress. In the fifth 
act of Kalidasa’s drama, Malavikagnimitra, Agnimitra, 
RijS, of Vidisa (Besnagar near Bhilsa), receives a letter from 
his father Pusyamitra, who has the title Senapati, “comman- 
der-in-chief”, and, who is called Vaidisa, “native of Vidisa”. 
In this letter Pusyamitra, already initiated in raja-yctjm, 
royal sacrifice or horse sacrifice, informs Agnimitra that the 
sacrificial horse was let loose to wander freely for a year in 
charge of Vasumitra (son of Agnimitra) who was accompanied 
by one hundred princes. While the horse was wandering 
in the region south of the river Sindhu, it was obstructed 
by the leader of the Yavana (Greek) cavalry. Then there 
was a great fight between the troops of Vasumitra and the 
Yavanas which ended in the defeat of the latter. After its 
release the sacrificial horse has been led back to the capital 

I The Kamka-vivarana-pafifika (. Nyasa ) by Jinendrabuddhi, .edited 
by Srish Chandra Chakravarti, RajshahL p. 94*. . 
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and is going to be sacrificed. So Agnimitra is invited to 
attend the sacrifice with his wives, 

Dr. Sten Konow finds in this narrative a corroboration 
of his '‘inference drawn from the MahSbhasya that Pusya- 
mitra’s horse sacrifice coincided with the operations undertaken 
by the Yavana conquerors.” Kalidasa may corroborate Dr. Sten 
Konow’s inference; but Patan jail's references to the horse 
sacrifice of Pusyamitra and the siege operations of the Yavana 
invader do not in any way corroborate Kalidasa’s account 
of the fight between the guards of the sacrificial horse and 
the Yavana cavalry. In Patanjali, the Yavana invasion is 
a thing of the past, though not remote past, and Pusyamitra’s 
horse sacrifice belongs to the present. 

The Buddhist legends relating to Pusyamitra are given 
in the concluding portion of the Divyavadana, xxix, where 
Pusyamitra is represented as the last king of the Maurya 
dynasty and not the first king of the succeeding Sunga 
dynasty. It is said therein that once Pusyamitra asked his 
ministers, “How can I make my name immortal.” They 
replied, “There was a king named Asoka of your dynasty. 
He built 84,000 dharmarajikas (stupas). His (Asoka’s) fame 
will endure so long as the religion of the Bhagavat (Buddha) 
will endure. Your Majesty should also build 84,000 dharma- 
rajikas (stupas).” The king said, “Raja Asoka was a great 
king; suggest some other way.” His Brahman priest who 
was a non-believer in Buddhism said, “Your Majesby, 
there are two different ways of making the name 
immortal.” Raja Pusyamitra, saying, £i I shall uproot the 
religion of Buddha by mobilising the fourfold army,” pro- 
ceeded to the Kukkutarama monastery. The roar of a lion 
was heard at the gate. The king was frightened and return- 
ed to Pataliputra. This happened twice or thrice. Then, 
summoning tha assembly of .monks, he said* -shall 
the religion of Buddha- do you want the stupa or the monas- 
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the monks. When he reached SSkala, he issued this pro- 
clamation. “Whoever will present me the head of a § ram ana 
will be rewarded with 100 dinar as." But ultimately Pusya- 
mitra failed in his attempt and was killed by a Yaksa named 
Krraisena who vowed to protect the religion of Buddha. 

This legend clearly indicates that Pusyamitra was remem- 
bered by the Buddhists as a non-Buddhist monarch whose 
dominion extended as far as Sakala (Sialkot) and who tried 
to rival Asoka in power and fame. 

No story relating to Pusyamitra has yet been discovered 
in the Jaina literature. But in one of the works of Meru- 
tunga, a famous Jaina author, who flourished in the first 
half of the fourteenth century A.c., occur for the first time 
three Prakrb memorial verses in one of which Pusyamitra 
(Pussamitta) is mentioned. The verses are thus translated 
by Buhler : — 

“Palaka, the lord of Avanti, was anointed in that night 
in which the Arahat and Tlrthankara Mahavlra entered 
Nirvana. 

“Sixty are (the years) of king Palaka, but one hundred 
and fifty-five are (the years) of the Nandas ; one hundred 
and eight those of the Mauryas, and thirty those of Pussa- 
mitta (Pusyamitra). 2 7. " .■.;■■■■ k- ■ 

“Sixty (years) ruled Balaraitra and Bhanumitra, forty 
Nabhobahana (Nahavahana). Thirteen years likewise last- 
ed the rule of Gardabhilla, and four are the years of Saka ”. 3 

As Dr. Sten Konw has attempted to build the Sunga 
chronology 1 on the basis of these verses, they deserve our. 
careful attention. Dr. Jarl Gharpentier writes about the 
authorship and the date of these verses, “That they were 
not composed by Merutunga himself or any of his contem- 
poraries is certain, because at that time Jaina authors had 
long ago ceased to write in Prakrb.” 3 The Jainas ceased to 

1 Acta Orientalia, vol. p. 33, flf, 

2 Indian Antiquary , XLIU, 1914, p, 120. 
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write in Prakrfe not very long before Merutunga, for Hema- 
eandra wrote bis Prakrt Dvyasraya Kavya a little over a 
century before him. In the Parisista par vaij, VI, 243, Heina- 
candra writes : — 

anantaram V ardhmndnasvami-nirvanavasarat 

gatayam Sasthivatsaryamesa Nando ‘hhavcmnrpah 

“Sixty years after the nirvana of Vardhamanasvamm this 
Nanda became king.” 

This statement leaves room for a reign of sixty years for 
Palaka, king of AvantI, between the nirvana of Mabavlra and 
the accession of Nanda. But Hemacandra's narrative of the 
history of Magadha and of AvantI (Malava) before the 
accession of Nanda is not in agreement with the first 
memorial verse quoted by Merutunga. The king of Magadha 
whom, according to Hemacandra, Nanda succeeded was 
Udayin, son of Kunika. A raja was once deposed by Udayin 
and died. The son of the deposed king went to Ujjain, the 
capital of AvantI, and entered the service of the kiug who 
was an enemy of Udayin. The prince proposed to the king 
of AvantI that if the latter would order him, he would 
proceed to Pataliputra and assassinate Udayin. The king 
of AvantI, whose name is not given by Hemcandra, approved 
the proposal and the prince went to Pafaliputra and disguised 
as a Jaina monk assassinated Udayin. As Udayin had no 
male issue, the royal elephant ( pattahastin ) issued out of the 
palace with other insignia of royalty and meeting on the way 
Nanda, who was being led in procession round the city after 
his marriage, put him (Nanda) on his back, Nanda was 
accordingly proclaimed king. The assassin who paved the 
way for Nanda’s accession fled to Ujjain and claimed his 
reward from the king of AvantI. The latter, instead of 
rewarding the assassin, forthwith banished him from the city. 
This king of AvantI who lived to banish the assassin of 
Udayin a few days after the accession of Nanda and whose 
death is not referred to by Hemacandra, cannot be identified 
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with the accession of Nanda. If, therefore, Pataka’ s story 
was unknown to Hemacandra, a &vetambara Jaina author of 
encyclopaedic learning, when he dealt with the traditional 
history of Avantl of that period, the conclusion is irresistible 
that Palaka was brought into relation with the &vetambara 
Jaina chronology after Hemacandra wrote his Parisista- 
parvan. 

The statement in the memorial verse (2), “but one hundred 
and fifty-five are (the years) of the Nandas”, is also far in 
excess of what Hemacandra indicates as the duration of the 
rule of the Nanda dynasty. Regarding the date of the 
accession of Candragupta Maurya who supplanted the Nanda 
dynasty Hemacandra writes (VIII, 339) : — 

evam ca sri-MahavnamvMervarsasate gate 
p anca-p ancasadadhilce Candragupta ’bhavannvpah 

“Candragupta became king 155 years after the liberation 
or nirvana of the illustrious Mahavlra (Vardhamana).” 

This leaves only 95 years for the Nanda rule which closely 
agrees with the Pauranie statement that after the Nandas 
“have enjoyed the earth 100 years, it will pass to the 
Maury as”. It seems to me that the author of the memorial 
verses, in order to make an adjustment of the era of the 
uirvapa of Mahavlra current in his time and the Malava 
Vikrama era started with a king of Avantl (Palaka), trans- 
ferred to him the 60 years that intervened between the 
nirvana and the accession of Nanda according to an earlier 
tradition recorded by Hemacandra, and transferred to the 
dynasty the 15.5 years that intervened between the nirvana 
and the accession of Candragupta. His allotment of 108 
years to the Maurya dynasty is also wrong. The Purapas 
assign : a total of 85 years to the reign of the first three 
Mauryas; and the Ceylonese chronicle MahRvamsa, that hands 
down the Buddhist tradition, gives 89 years or 4 years more 
only. According to Hemacandra (VIII, 326) the dynasty 
founded by Candragupta Maurya lasted for nine generations 
and from his account of the reign of the fourth Maurya king 
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Samprati it is evident that according to the Jaina tradition 
he also must have enjoyed a Jong reign like his prede- 
cessors. So even if we allow a reign of 20 years to Samprati, 
a total of S years only is left for the 5 last Maurya kings 
out of a total of 108 years. The total of 137 years for the 
Maurya dynasty given in the Pnranas suits better not only 
the Pauranik and Buddhist traditions, but also the Svetambara 
traditions as preserved by Hemaeandra. 

Jacobi 1 2 and Charpentier, 3 who have fully discussed the 
verses, consider them valueless for fixing the date of the 
nirvana of Mahavira. Dr. Sten Konow attempts to fix the 
date of Pusyamitra in accordance with these verses. But 
he does so, not by relying on these verses alone, but by 
combining the statements made in these verses relating to 
the Mauryas and Pusyamitra with the Pauranik evidence. 
As we have already seen, it is said in verse 2 that “one 
hundred and eight (years) those of the Mauryas, and thirty 
those of Pussamitta (Pusyamitra).” Dr. Sten Konow adopts 
Jacobi’s reduction of these statements in terms of B. C. and 
quotes him thus : “It has been pointed out by Jacobi that 
the stanzas place the accession of Candragupta in b. c. 312 
and that of Pusyamitra in b. o. 204, while the latter king’s 
rule is stated to have come to an end in B. c. 174” 3 If the 
stanzas mean anything, they mean that after 108 years the 
Maurya dynasty came to an end and after 30 following years 
the reign of Pusyamitra came to an end. But Dr. Sten 
Konow suggests a modification of meaning and a combination 
of the testimonies of the Jaina gathas with the Pauranik 


1 Kalpasutra of Bhadrabahu, edited by H. Jacobi, Leipzig, 
1879, pp. 7-10 (Abhandlungen fur die Kunde des Morgenlandes, vii, 1); 
Stkaviravalicarita or Parisistapaiva of Hemaeandra, edited by H. 
Jacobi (Bib. Ind.), pp. 4-6. 

2 Jarl Charpentier, “The Date of Mahavira”, Indian AMI 

quary, vol. XLIH, pp. 1 19-123. ' 
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evidence. He argues that the gathas are not meant as a 
chronology of the Magadha kings, as has usually been 
assumed, but are in reality meant as an enumeration of the 
rulers of Central India between the Nirvana and VikramS- 
ditya. If this is once admitted, all difficulties in the way of 
reconciling Jaina gathie with Pauranik evidences disappear. 
In the gathas 108 years assigned to the Mauryas are not 
meant as the total duration of the dynasty, but as the duration 
of the Maurya rule in Central India. Candragupta conquered 
Central India in 312 b. o. and earned for his dynasty the 
right to be included in the Jaina gathas first cited by 
Merutuhga. One hundred and eight years later, in 204 b,c., 
Pusyamitra, called a Vaidisa in the Malavikagnimitra, started 
on his career as Senapati or Senanl, i.e. general of the 
Maurya forces and governor of Malava, But how with the 
appointment of Pusyamitra as governor of Malava, the 
Maurya rule in Malava came to an end is not explained. 
The Maurya dynasty survived in Magadha for about 30 years 
more, thus approximating the Pauranilc total of 137 years. 
In 174 b.o, Pusyamitra, who had made himself practically 
independent of Magadha earlier, after having ruled there (in 
Malava) thirty years, rose against the Maurya king, made him- 
self master of Magadha and reigned there for six years more, 
thereby completing the reign of 36 years alloted to him by the 
Purapas, The reason why Dr. Sten Kotiow considers the 
Jaina gathas an exclusive enumeration of the kings of Central 
India is that the first and the last kings, Palaka and Gardha- 
bhilla, belong to Malava exclusively. But neither Palaka 
nor Gardhabhilla, nor any other ruler who held sway in 
Malava exclusively, find place in the Pauranik list pertain- 
ing to the period before the beginning of the Christian era. 
How, therefore, can the reign of 36 years assigned to Pusya- 
mitra by the Purapas after the fall of the Mauryas be 
divided into two different periods — one of 30 years as ruling 
exclusively in Malava, and one of 6 years as ruling, over both 
Magadha and Malava. Dr, Sten Kohow does not explain. 
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lb appears to me that Dr, Sben Konow's combination of 
Jaina gathic and Pauranih statements is not justifiable, and 
the gathas afford no real ground for rejecting the commonly 
accepted date of the reign of Pusyamitra (b.c. 184-148) as 
the successor of the Maury as. Evidence furnished by the 



Greek sources points to the same conclusion. 

As we have seen above (p. 398), according to Buddhist 
tradition Sakala (Sialkot) was included in the kingdom of 
Pusyamitra. But very probably, not long after his access- 
ion, he came into conflict with the Grceko-Bactrian invaders 
over the possession of this city. The extent of the Grceko- 
Bactrian conquest is thus described by Strabo (xx, 516) 

“The Greeks who occasioned its (Bacbria’s) revolt became 
so powerful by means of its fertility and advantages of 
country that they became masters of Ariana (roughly, South- 
ern Afghanistan) and India, according to Apollodorus of Arte- 
mis. Their chiefs, particularly Menander (if he really crossed 
the Hypanis to the east and reached Isamus), conquered more 
nations than Alexander. These conquests were achieved partly 
by Menander, partly by Demetrius, son of Euthydemus, king 
of the Bactrians, They gob possession not only of Patalene 
but of the kingdom of Saraotes and Sigerdis, which constitute 

the remainder of the coast ,-’ n 

According to Justin (Prologue to Book XLI) the Indian 
conquests, attributed by Apollodorus of Artemia to Deme- 
trius and Menander, were ascribed by Trogus Pompeius 
to Appollodorus and Menander. 3 So the connection of 
Demetrius with these conquests is doubtful. We are on surer 
ground with regard to Menander. Demetrius is referred 
to by Polybius who states that when the Seleueid king 
Antiochus III invaded Bactria (e. 208 B.c,), Euthydemus, 
who had seized the throne of Bactria by overthrowing Bio- 
dotus II, sent his son Demetrius, then a young man, to meet 


1 McCrindle, Ancient In 

2 Cambridge His, of lnd 
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Hm. Antioch us was so pleased .with his .appearance, con- 
versation and the dignity of his manners that “he first pro- 
mised to give one of his daughters, and secondly, conceded the. 
royal title to his father.” 1 Who among the early Indo- 
Greek invaders conquered Sakala is a matter of dispute. 
Dr. George Macdonald points out that . the statement that 
Demetrius fixed his capital at Sagala which he called 
Euthydemia in honour of his father is open to challenge. 2 
Dr. Sten Konow ignores the statement of Trogus Pompeius 
and holds, without any hesitation, that the Yavana. king 
who laid siege to Saketa and Madhyamika contemporaneous- 
ly with Pusyamitra’s horse sacrifice was Demetrius, son of 
Euthydemus. 8 As the career of Demetrius practically came 
to an end soon after 175 b.c. when Eucratides revolted and 
usurped the throne of Bactria, such an assumption involves 
the assignment of the horse sacrifice in the very year of 
of Pu§yamitra’s usurpation of the imperial throne. This is 
incredible. Therefore we have to fall back upon the Pauranik 
tradition that Pusy ami tra usurped the throne of Magadha 
137 years after the accession of Candragupta (i.e. c. b.c. 184 ). 
If this is done, enough time is allowed him to consolidate 
his power and perform the horse sacrifice even if Menander 
is ignored and Demetrius, son of Euthydemus, is recognized 
as the invader of Saketa and Madhyamika. 

In a Brahml inscription discovered at Ayodhya and dealt 
with below it is said that Senapati Pusyamitra performed, 
not one, but two horse sacrifices. . Prom this it may be in- 
ferred that Pusyamitra’s career as the ruler of the empire 
of Magadha was one of continued prosperity and triumph. 
Mr. Jayaswal has discovered a reference to Pusyamitra’s 
horse saorifice in the Harivamsa, the supplement of the 
great epic Mahabharata, which shows that his was an ex- 
ceptionally successful career. The stanzas of the Harivarps'a 

1 McCrindle, Ancient India , p. 209. 

2 Cambridge His, of India , I, p. 446, 3 Acta Orienta(ia s I, p, 33. 
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(iii, 192, 40-4 1) that contain the reference tell us, “A certain 
Brahmana of the Kasyapa family, a Senanl, will suddenly 
rise into, power and again perform the horse sacrifice in the 
Kali .age. O King of kings, in that age his descendants 
will perforin Rajasuya, as the all-destroying Kala seizes 
the demon Svetagraha.” Here Kasyapa is evidently a mistake 
for Sunga, for the exceptional title Senanl for a performer of 
the royal horse sacrifice and the epithet midbhijja, ‘one who 
suddenly rises from underground,’ indicate that the usurping 
Senapati or Senanl is no other than Pusyanaitra, Ancient 
Indian tradition knows no other king of this type. The 
prophecy is put in the mouth of Vyasa who also predicts 
that King Janamejaya’s horse sacrifice will be obstructed by 
Indra. In Harivamsa iii, 195, 11-17 it is said that in course 
of time King Janamejaya did undertake the horse sacrifice, and 
when his chief queen Vapustama lay by the slaughtered horse, 
Indra entered the dead body of the animal and outraged 
her. For. this Janamejaya cursed the god saying, “Hence- 
forward, 0 Saunaka, Ksatriyas will not offer horse sacrifice 
to the lecherous and restless Indra.” 1 2 Though it is very 
difficult, and to me it seems impossible, to determine when 
King Janamejaya lived and whether he ever lived at all, 3 one 
element of this legend seems to have a basis of fact. The 
Asvamedha involved the performance of a very obscene rite— 
the chief queen of the king who undertook the rite was requir- 
ed to lie by the dead horse. . The legend of Janamejaya’s horse 
sacrifice indicates that the growing unpopularity of this practice 
rendered the ceremony itself unpopular. There is indepen- 
dent evidence to show that the obscene elements of the Yadic 
rites grew unpopular in course of time and fell into desuetude. 
Regarding an obscene practice connected with the Maha- 
vrata it is stated . in the Sahkhyayana-srauta-sutra (XVII, 


1 Adya prabhrti Devendram = ajitendriyam — asthiram 
vafimedhena na yaksant—%ti Saunaka. 

2 See Roy Chaudhuri, Political History of Ancient India:,, 
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6, 2), "This is an ancient rite that has fallen into desuetude ; 
it should not be performed as a part of the Mahavrata.” 
According to the Baudhayana-srauta-sutra (XV, 1) horse 
sacrifice is provided for a king who has conquered his 
enemies and gained overlordship ( raja vijiti sarmbhaumah). 
When Pusyamitra performed the horse sacrifice that had 
long been in abeyance (for there is no evidence to show 
that his predecessors, . the ^aisunagas, the Nandas and the 
Mauryas ever performed it) and therefore was not necessary 
for signalizing his position, there must have been strong 
inducements and exceptional successes. We have already seen 
that the grammarian Patanjali, the author of the Vyakarana- 
Mahabhasya, officiated as Pusyarnitra’s sacrificial priest. 
Patanjali is recognised with Panini and Katyayana as one 
of the three Munis or highest authorities on Sanskrit 
grammar and also as an incarnation of the divine serpent 
Ananta or Sesa. In his Introduction to the Mahabhasya, 1 
Patanjali explains fully the objects, all concerned more or 
less with the study of the Veda and the performance of 
sacrifice, of studying grammar and bases his arguments mainly 
on the authority of the Eks. He concludes : — 

“In ancient time this was the practice : The Brahmapas 
studied grammar immediately after the upanayana (wearing 
of the holy thread). Instruction on the words of the Veda was 
imparted to those only who knew the places where originated 
the sounds and the internal and external efforts required for 
uttering sounds (as a result of studying grammar). This is no 
longer the practice now. After reading the Veda only (people) 
quickly become reciters (of the Veda) and say, ‘We learn 
the Vedic words from the Veda and the words of the popular 
dialect from the current usage ; so grammar is not necessary. 
As a friend of such misguided students, the teacher (Patanjali) 
expounds this text (Mahabhasya). 5 ’ 

These observations of the great grammarian clearly indi- 

trans. by P. C, Chakravarti, see 1HQ, I, p, 714. 


1 For Eng. 
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cate that in the reign of Pusyamitra, among the Brahmans, 
the study of the Veda had degenerated into a mechanical 
affair and the decline of the Vedic studies must have been 
followed by the decline of the Vedie religion. It was evi- 
dently to revive the Vedic studies that Patanjali composed 
his Vyakarana Mahabhasya, and to restore Vedic religion 
to its pristine ascendancy that Pusyamitra performed 
the horse sacrifice twice. There appears to be this 
much of truth in the Buddhist legends about Pusyamitra 
that he endeavoured to do for Brahmanism what Asoka 



had done for Buddhism, In the Apastamblya (§rauta- 
sutra (XX, 1) it is said, “A raja who is the overlord of 
all {sarvalhatma) should perform horse sacrifice ; also one 
who is not overlord of all ( apyasarvabhauma ).” In the 
Vedic period when horse sacrifice was a common occurrence, 
it might have been possible for a ruler who was an a-sarva- 
Ihauma to perform the rite which involved the wandering 
of the sacrificial horse freely for a year guarded by 100 
princes, 100 ksatriya warriors, 100 sons of sutas and head- 
men of villages, 100 sons of charioteers and ministers, all 
properly armed, with the tacit consent of the neighbouring 
states. But in an epoch when horse sacrifice must have 
been looked upon as an innovation, Pusyamitra could hardly 
have let loose his sacrificial horse to wander freely for a 
year without first making himself sure of the allegiance of 
the neighbouring kingdoms, that is to say, after attaining 
the overlordship of all the neighbouring kingdoms. Such 
an achievement cannot be credited to a weak ruler whose 
kingdom was subject to repeated invasions by a raja of 
Kalihga and who had ultimately to save his throne by fall" 
ing at the feet of the latter, as the modern interpreters of 
the Hathigumpha inscription of Kharavela would have us 
believe. 

( To be continued ) 


Vedanta and the Vedantist 


The division of the life of the ancient Hindu into four 
asramas gave rise to a peculiar division of the entire popu- 
lation of the country. On the one hand, there were those 
who had a fixed home, and who established and reared 
families and, among other things, felt it their duty to support 
the community of sannyasins, by giving them alms. On the 
other hand, there were these sannyasins, who had renounced 
the world and maintained themselves either by begging alms 
of men, or by depending on the bounty of nature which was 
sufficiently generous in India. Of these sannyasins, again, there 
were two classes : (i) those who left the world after having 


been in it, at the ripe old age of fifty according to some and 
seventy according to others and (ii) those who never entered 
the world at all and became sannyasins as soon as they were 
able to do so, — soon after the completion of their education, — 
without ever undergoing the responsibilities of a house- 
holder’s life. The sannyasins had no fixed home, they spent 
their time either in wandering from place to place, or in 
meditation in deep forests. The other section of the popu- 
lation, of course, lived in towns and villages, owning a family 
and shouldering the responsibilities of having one. 

Towns, as distinguished from villages, must have been a 
later growth. And in classical Sanskrit literature, we find 
that, apart from the division into airamas which made one 
section of the population extremely mobile, there was yet 
another division, viz., the town population and the population 
in the villages. In the Icavyas and the romances, and also 
in the more sacred books like the Ha, may ana and the Maha- 
bharata , we find ample description of the splendour of cities ; 
and by the side of these, we are told of the quiet homes of 
the living outside the cities. There was a sharp 

difference in the standard and mode of life of these two 
divisions of the population. In the cities, there lived 
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of course the king, his courtiers, soldiers and ministers ; 
besides, there were the mechanics and artisans and merchants. 
A rather dark picture of town life is preserved in Vatsya- 
yana’s Kamasutra ; but there is no reason to think that the 
whole picture is imaginary. 

As far as castes are concerned, we must own that all 
of them were represented in the towns. There were also 
brahmins, who did not live the life of a sannymin and 
were not averse to politics nor unwilling to accept posts 
under the king. We know that some important posts in 





the royal household, such as that of Jcanculcl, were given to 
brahmins ; and that ministers were sometimes appointed from 
among them. ; 

But true Brahmins and real Brahminism lived outside 
the cities in hamlets and hermitages. They carried on their 
religious rites, their study and teaching in unostentatious 
homesteads, far away from the glamour and temptation of 
city life. Socially, they were not cut off from the city 
population ; the king as the common protector of both cities 
and hermitages kept the link between the two. The Brahmins 
were frequently summoned from the hermitages for the per- 
formance of religious ceremonies; and they sought the 
protection of the king when necessary (cf. Ramayana, i, 21). 
And in big social gatherings, such as a royal marriage or 
an asvamedha sacrifice, the tapavana brahmins could not 
possibly be forgotten. Sometimes, the king and the citizens 
went on a visit to a rsi in his hermitage (Mbh., iii - JDasa 
humaracarita, i,i). But if the picture presented in Kalidasa’s 
Bakuntala (Act iv) is true, then a time must have been there 
when, owing to the slackness perhaps of town-life, the 
hermit brahmin had a horror of visiting a city. Yet there 
seems to have been no permanent and insurmountable barrier ; 
between these two sections of the population of the country: | 

It should be noted that, the hermitage population did not 
consist entirely of sannyasins ; they kept home and had wife 
and children. In fact, they lived the life of an ordrrwy 


VEDANTA AND THE VEDXNTIST 


4*0 


man ; it was a ease of plain living and high thinking. Vivid 
and copious description of the life of these hermit folk is 
preserved in the literature of the land. One of the most 
charming and romantic descriptions of this kind is that of 
Kalidasa in his Sakuntala. 

Besides these married men with fixed homes, outside the 
cities, there were the wandering sages and the hermits who 
performed austerities in some locality. Some of them 
became sannyasins, after undergoing the life of a householder; 
but there were others who had never been a householder. 
And some of them wandered from place to place while others 
continued their austere practices in the same locality. 

So far as caste was concerned, this rigorous life was lived, 
it seems, more or less exclusively by brahmins ; ksatriyas 
also, at old age, sometimes took to the life of a hermit ; 
and sometimes other castes also aspired to this spiritual 
discipline. But as a general rule, it was the practice of the 
brahmins to adopt the fourth aSrama or sannyasa, either 
after passing through all the previous asramas, or directly 
from their student life. 


So far as the city population was concerned, it consisted 
mainly of the political and industrial classes j learned men also 
were there, specially those who were employed as teachers 
of the sons of rich men and of kings. And secular works 
of the type of Vatsyayana’s Kamasutra and Kautilya’s Artha- 
sastra was certainly products of cities. 

.. The brahmin population outside the city consisted mainly 
of persons engaged in spiritual pursuits and of wandering 
sages (parivrajalcas) and hermits. Even the priests and precep- 
tors of kings and of the citizens lived very often outside the 
city, and the spiritual and religious learning was in their 
possession. They frequented the courts of princes and received 
their protection and patronage. 

It is undeniable that the samiyasin orders were existing even 
in pre-Buddhistic days ; but with Buddhism, a new order of 
smnyasins was introduced and the whole congregation of them 
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lived together in Viliams. This probably led to the establish- 
ment of mat has by Hindu sannyasins on similar lines. 
Before the advent of Buddhism, the Hindu sannyasins 
probably did not live in brick- or stone-built houses. Ifanu 
vi. 26., even suggests that the sannyasin should not own any 
fixed abode and the shade of a tree should be his only 
shelter. (Of. Ysjnavalkya, iii. 51 et seq . ; HSrlta, v, vi j &o.). 
But after the advent of Buddhism, it seems that Hindu 
sannyasins also developed the custom of living in groups and 
even organised societies of their own. 



As distinguished from the city, the village and the monas- 
tery, there was yet another place in India which deserves some 
consideration. It was the ‘ Tirtha’ or sacred place. These 
places, even up to the present day, have attracted men of 
profound learning and high spiritual attainments, sannyasins 
as well as non -sannyasins. 

With regard to the sannyasins, whether residing in 
i Tirthai or elsewhere, it is to be noted that, according to 
Mann vi. 97., all the four asramas were to be followed by 
Brahmins only. That is to say, the last two asramas, though 
open to all the three higher castes, were not, strictly speaking, 
followed only by the Brahmins. The spirit of the Dharma- 
£astras seems to have been that sannyasa was to be adopted 
only after one has done his duties as a householder. We find 
it frequently mentioned ( Mam vi. 3., &e.) that the wife also 
could, if she so chose, accompany her husband to the forest. 
Hence, according to the orthodox view, one could become a 
sannyasi only after he had passed through the discipline of 
the preceding asramas. The Dharma-sutras and the Dharma- 
samhitas both agree in this. 

Yet this strict, orthodox view does not seem to have been 
always adhered to. At any rate, after Buddhism, if not before 
it also, a class of sannyasins seems to have been in existence, 
who renounced the world early in life and so did not pass 
through the previous asramas. 

We see then that the population of the country consisted of 
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(i) The city population : which was made up of all castes, 
but contained the political and industrial classes, as a special 
feature. The Brahmins also were there and some learned 
men resided among them. 

(ii) The population outside the city, in villages, hermitages 
and in other places : this was made up of the majority of 
Brahmins, the agricultural classes, and the wandering sages 
and other anchorites. 

So far as the Brahmins were concerned, they lived mainly 
outside the city, specially those among them who wanted to 
retain the holiness of their caste and attain proficiency in the 
performance of religious rites and pursue philosophical studies. 
Though the Kdvya literature was mainly a product of cities 
and bears the stamp of city life, yet, tradition has it, that 
some of them also were produced outside the cities, e. g., the 
j Eamayana. And as to the sacred literature, it cannot be 
gainsaid that, almost without exception, it was a product of 
rural areas and was produced by men who lived outside 
the cities. 

Vasistha, xiii. forbids the reading of the Yedas in a city ; 
and the larger sacrifices, such as an Asvamedhci, were usually 
performed by kings outside the cities (cf. Ramayana, i, 8 ; 
vii. 104 ; &c, ), Whatever the reason for the latter practice 
may have been, the fact that the reading of the Vedas was 
forbidden in a city is significant. It shows that the orthodox 
Brahmins wanted to keep away from the city as far as 
practicable. This is corroborated by the remarks of the young 
Brahmins in Salcuntala, Act v. 

But it does not follow from the above that there was 
necessarily any hostility between the people of the city and 
outside places. The Ramayana , though composed in a quieter 
place, was first sung, we are told (vii. 106), in a royal court. 
And many of the Upanisadic discourses were also held in 
courts of kings. 

Now, as to the Brahmins living outside the cities, at least 
three important orders may be noted ; 
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(a) The Grhmthcts : Those who lived the life of ordinary 
men, owned a home, married and established families, accept- 
ed and taught pupils, practised the appointed religious rites, 
showed hospitality to guests and to wandering sannyasins , 
&c. 

(b) The Vanciprasthas : Those who, having become old, 
had left their household in the care of their children and had 
retired to solitude to spend the rest of their life in prayer 
and in meditation. 

(c) Those sannyasins who had never become grhasthas, 
but had taken to the life of a sannyasin immediately after 
their education was completed. 

Originally, the last two classes do not appear to have had 
any fixed habitations ; but, at least in post-Buddhist days, 
whole congregations of them lived in permanent habitations, 
established mathas, viharas , and other kinds of monasteries, 
in tirthas and elsewhere. 

It is important to know this classification of the population 
and its distribution in ancient India, with a view to ascertain 
from which class the Yedantists were mainly recruited. 

During the TJpanisadic times, the teachers of Brahma- vidya 
as a rule were not sannyasins. Not much is known of the 
biography or the private life of these men ; but we know 
enough to be able to say that most of them were married 
men and owned a household ; even when teaching the subject, 
they had not become sannyasins. Thus, one of the 
greatest names in this connection is that of Yajnavalkya. 
Now, he was the husband of two wives; accepted fees or 
gifts from princes by debating on Brahma -vidya in their 
courts. He no doubt adopted the fourth asrama later, and 
Sankara makes much capital of it. But SaAkara overlooks 
the fact that Yajnavalkya gave the very discourse in question 
to his wife while he was still a house holder. And when he 
visited the court of Janaka (Br,„ iii. 1), he was aeeom; 
by his pupils ; he was thus a teacher of Brahma-vidya 
he had become a sannyasin. 
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Aruni, another great name in the Upanisads, had a son 
to whom he imparted lessons on Brahma-vidya (Ch., vi. i.). 
This, as the context shows, must have taken place while 
Aruni was still a grhastha. In Katha i, 1, 11, we find the 
name of Aruni apparently as the father of Naciketa ; and the 
same story is repeated with some variations in Mbh xiii. 71. 
Whether it is the identical Aruni or not, it is the name of an 
Upanisadie teacher who was not a sannydsi throughout. 

In Ch. iv. 10., we are told that Satyakama Jabala received 
pupils and gave instruction to them when he was a gfhastha. 
And his wife is said to have interceded once on behalf of one 
of these pupils. Raikva seems to have been a sannyasin from 
the beginning (Ch. iv. 1 ; cf. also Sankara under Sutra iii. 4. 
36,). But this may have been due to the physical ailments 
from which Raikva was suffering (Ch. iv. 1. 6.) ; possibly he 
did not care to marry and establish a home ; his case cannot 
be regarded as indicating the general practice in this matter. 
Besides, though credited with a good deal of knowledge, he 
does not appear to have been a regular teacher either. In 
ch. v. ii., we are introduced to some enquirers on Brahma- 
vidya who owned large households (‘mahasala’) ; and ch. vi. 
4. 5. speaks of earlier teachers who were highly learned and 
owned large houses. All this shows that the teachers as a 
rule were not wanderers. 

As a rule, the teaching of Brahma-vidya in Upanisadie 
times, seems to have been in the hands of Brahmins who lived 
the normal life of a villager, kept a home, received and 
instructed pupils, performed the various religious rites 
according to the idstras, attended the royal courts on invi- 
tation, specially in connection with big sacrificial performances, 
and in accordance with the mstras , and adopted in old age 
the life of a sannyasin. At that stage, they were expected to 
practise the meditation of Brahma-vidya which they had 
so long been teaching to their pupils. 

In Ch. Up. v. 10., we are told of the virtues of a forest 
life and a life of asceticism as distinguished from that of a 
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village Brahmin following the routine of sacrifices. But 
the high value assigned to forest life here only refers to 
th q iipasana or worship practised therein ; it does not mean 
that the teaching and learning of the Upanisads were an 
affair of the forest life. Renunciation of the world at an 
advanced age is systematically advised both in Bruti and 
Smrti ; and this admonition applied even to the TFpanisadie 
teacher. But this does not mean that he taught this branch 
of Bruti after renouncing the world. As teachers, they were 
gfhasthas, not inhabitants of cities but simple village folk. 

In the Mahabharata iii, 132, we are introduced to the habi- 
tation of TJddalaka and his son Svetaketu, two great Upanisa- 
dic names. The identity of the men is almost beyond doubt, 
for, they are spoken of as great V edantists. Now, these men 
kept a home, received pupils and instructed them and lived 
with their family in a secluded place, which subsequently 
became almost a holy place or tlrtha. The life they lived 
was certainly a very rigorous one.but was not the life of a 
sannyasin, 

Manu vi. 35-37 expressly lays down that one should not 
adopt the last asrama without going through the previous 
ones. And in vi. 94, Manu further says that Vedanta should 
be read and studied in the usual course, i.e., along with the 
other branches of Bruti (cf. Eulluka’s commentary). In iii. 
78., we are told that all the other asramas have to depend 
on a householder both for food as well as for learning : this 
implies that a teacher even of the Vedias was a gfhastha. 
(of. also iii. 70). And according to vi. 29., the actual practice 
and meditation on these teachings of the Vedas were to 
commence in the last asrama. 

Though the existing text of Manu may have been written 
in later times, the traditions preserved in it have a much 
greater antiquity. And the close similarity between Mam 
and the earlier iSmftis (Gfhyas), in this matter, justifies us 
in concluding that, in Upanisadie times, so far as asrama was 
concerned, the teacher of Vedanta was a gfhastha. 4-ad so 
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far as his place of residence was concerned, he was a man of 
the village ; not altogether isolated from the city, but still 
generally living away from it. 

In the list of philosophies given by Kautilya in his 
Arthasastra, non-mention of Brahma-vidya as a philosophy 
is rather striking. It seems to point to the fact that for 
the politically minded Brahmins, Vedanta was not the philo- 
sophy ; it did not thrive in cities among people of the type of 
Kautilya ; it had its home in villages and was cultivated 
by Brahmins of another type. Kautilya’s silence does not 
argue that Vedanta did not exist as a school, as Jacobi seems 
to think ( Indian Antiquary , xlvii, p. 106) ; for, whatever the 
date of the composition of the Sutras may be, it is undeniable 
that ‘a school of exegesis of the Upanisads already existed 
in early times’. 

That the study of Brahma-vidya was confined, more or 
less, to Brahmins of a special class seems to be placed beyond 
doubt by the frequent references in the Upanisads and else- 
where to Brahmavadins or ‘Professors of Brahma-vidya . 
(cf. Ch. Up. ii. 24. 1. ; Sv. i. i. ; &o.). In the Bdmayana 
(i. 12. 4-5) also, we are told of Brahmavadins in addition to 
Brahmins versed in the Vedas ; and we are further told that 
they were invited to the king’s Asvamedha sacrifice. 
Similarly, in the Bodhayana Dharmasutra (i. 4, 10 • iv. 5. 16) 
we are introduced to a class of specialists bearing the name 
of Brahmavadin. All this shows that all Brahmins were 
not necessarily adepts in Brahma-vidya ; all did not even 
look upon it with favour. 

■ ( To be continued ) 

Umeshchandea Bhattaoharjee 



Jayamangala and the other Commentaries 
on Sankbya-Saptati 

An attempt has been made in this paper to fimj out the 
author of the Jayamangala, a commentary on Sahkhya-saptati 
and his approximate age, in the light of other Jayamahgalas 
and other commentaries on Sahkhya-saptati. The commen- 
taries on the following works are called Jayamangala : 

1 Sankhya-saptati of Is vara Krsiia, 

2 Kamandaka’s NItisara, 

8 Yatsyayana’s Kamasutra, and 

4 Bhattikavya. 

The Jayamahgala 1 is mentioned as the work of Sahkara- 
carya in its colophons. The colophons at the end of the two 
Mss. on which the edition of the Jayamahgala is based 
(Calcutta Oriental Series, No. 19), read thus : 

mcTT SWTFT— ^ Ms. ^ 

The ^ Ms. differs from the above in having 
instead of 

The name of Sahkaracarya, along with that of his precep- 
tor, is, according to Principal Gopinath Kaviraj, the interpola- 
tion of a scribe, the commentary being perhaps from the pen 
of the great Buddhist commentator Sahkararya who has 
commented upon Kamandaka and Vatsyayana. The reason 
why Sahkaracarya cannot he the author of the Jayamahgala 
is, according to Principal Kaviraj, the careless slip-shod style 
of the work which does not correspond to the depth, lucidity, 

| , I r , TJ/v* 
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terseness, learning and clarity which invariably characterise 
Sankara's writings. 

Principal Kaviraj takes Saitkararya to be the author 
of the Jayamahgala mainly because the title of this work is 
the same as that of the other two commentaries by Sankara xya 
onKamandaka and Vatsyayana, and he bases his argument also 
on the fact that in the benedictory verse, the two terms jjfd 
and prove the writer to be a Buddhist. The 

benedictory verses of the different Jayamangalas are as 
follows : 

fsra lira’ll wrf%ra wtnv. i 

mRTf ‘sraww’sfnsfi cimfirai Tr?n*Er 11 (Kamandaka). 

mosngsrte f%«r swfaer i 

<HWP? zhswnj mnwr ii (Vatsyayana). 

'srawtfh wuen itm 11 (Bhatfikavya). 

Now a comparison of the first two verses clearly shows 
them to be from one pen. Not only the metre, but the 
wording also is similar in both cases. The phrase 
is here considered to be an obeisance to Buddha. But let us 
examine here first the different sense in which the term is 
used in lexicons and literature. The term synony- 
mous with sra , B=$¥, and fsra (cf. «JC. and 

— Amara). Hemacandra too, gives, ^[4=^ as one of the 
names of &iva. Compare also — 

i (Abhidhanaeintamani, 198). 

m’tsfif y* i (Anekarthasamgraha, III, 110; . 

With the Commentary qq 

sfot ktf imvx lava » 

Halayudha also (1, 11) gives ssltr as a name of Siva, 
Mankhakosa (1,55) has faq-fH g ^4^ <ft<nrr II 

Brahman, Brahma, Is'vara, Svayambhu are also called 
or ^4=3 : 

<?: «aw. «4fa? wrws? m: \ 
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n Sfnitt « (Mund. Up., 1, 1, 9). 

^ ftwiif f^s^rmrfsjg': ^n^RfWT ^[cat ulftf n: 1 

(Svet. Up.,YI, 16). 

u ft srtfaq (SSmkhya Sutra, 3, 56). 

(Bhagavata Purana VI, 4, 25). 

Also compare Bhagavata Purana, II, 5, 8 ; VII, 2, 22. 



form of the Jaina formula Wt fawT'?*?. So, on the basis of 
the term can we conclude that the author is 

a Buddhist or a Jaina ? But the evidence of the colophon at 
the end of the commentary on Bhatti goes against it. There, 
the author is described as a resident of Yallabhi, a high-born 
Brahmin, son of Sri Svamin, a great grammarian and known 
by three names, viz. Jatisvara, Jayadeva and Jayamangala. 
How can a Brahmin bow to Buddha P 

Therefore, the term (and also cannot 

in any way prove that the author was a Buddhist. 

The two terms, which make us suspect that the author 
of the Sankhya- J ayamangala was a Buddhist, are and 
gft is not an exclusive title of Buddha, 
for, it has been applied to Kapila by Isvarakrsna himself 
( Ear. 70 ); In the Bhagavadgita 

also we find ftimf gft:. Therefore this term does not 

help us now. As for the term sftsRtfrcqTcf), Kaviraj says 
that it is the name of a school of Hinayana Buddhism. But 
it is interesting to compare the following verses from the 
Mahabharata in this connection. In SSanti Parva, chap. 320, 
we find Bhisma, while explaining what Sankhya is, saying to 
Yudhisthira — : 
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t?d^r fereT i 

sfciilwt ?rar salsrung u u 

wrafsrst swr: i 

3i4fsjBt cflNnw 2i<T3j: n ii 

ireramsnTOsf ^ptf =p? •n %*nsq i 

Harwell fast w % [<srt 11 3« 


we ought to 


In the light of the above verses, I think 
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explain the term as ^rtejftTt? ■gprf ?P8f 

And it refers to Kapila *jf?t who teaches the <gT^ 

It is quite impossible that <*ftcin?rc:mfi?*i $fsr should refer to 
Buddha. The Lokattaravadins are a school of the Hinayana. 
They are so called, because they believe that Buddha was no 
human being, but “above the world” (Lokottara), who for a 
time adapted himself to worldly life. In the Mahavastu, which 
is a Hinayana work, it is said (1,159,2) that the Buddhas 
have nothing in common with the world, but everything with 
them is above the world, as for example, they wash their feet 
though they are not soiled by dust, they take food though 
they never feel hunger, etc. It is clear that one cannot call 
Buddha himself ifrg&tTjrerfe*? that (if it did refer to 

Buddhism at all, which I believe it does not) it could only 
mean a Buddhist of the Lokottara vada school of Hinayana. 

Therefore it is evident that the author of the Jayamah- 
gala is not a Buddhist. Here it is essential to compare the 
Jayamangala with other commentaries on Sankhya-saptati, 
before we can establish the identity of our author. A detailed 
comparison of Matharavrtti, jayamangala, TattvakaumudI, 
Oaudrika and the commentaries of GaudapSda and Vijnana 
Bhiksu shows that many explanations and many phrases are 
common to all. This leaves us in a very great confusion as 


to the relative chronolo 


■gy 


of these commentaries. But a 
on this point. The question 
Gaudapada is practically settled. Not 

i ,~ J . 


only the verbatim agreement between the two, but the fact 
(as shown below) that Gaudapada at several places quotes 




the Matharavrtti wrongly, makes ns entirely agree with the 
following remark of the learned editor of tha Matharavrtti : 
spa iftetrnfto* *nnsr ( 

erg twfarj m* w ft? nrfff i ^ f% trvgra; dtvgnsi 

i w n grf<irl?iT-sjrr®n 5 iTi ntni 

«fvgtn^: ii 

These few instances will clearly show what has been said 
cefore. G-andapada on Karika 27 (p. 130, Wilson’s Edn.) 
says — 



^rtcrifh ^f^iTfar iwff stfiTfa ga: nwre- 

inifro ^ifis^€<q?ri'?— t? €i?s?; 5 ri ?iroTft gifjgc! w?r- 

wfe II and further on wreiK*3r sr flTf ^ ^ 

^^rraTct ^cr^wraft^Th^fn » 

Mathara on this very point says : 

^Icj^Ten?^ ^ 3m H trgThsf jt ^ 

^rafwi^itfcr 1 filter; m wet f^ssr *swt- 


1 I think we ought to read §jci a 

2 While Gaudapada will have ot? as the cause of plurality, Mathara 

will not accept fcftm as a cause. Wilson translates ^FTTcf * 

“But from the modification of qualities produced by spontaneity”. But in 
order to have this meaning, the phrase ought to have been *. 

or being outside the compound, cannot be grammatically joined to 

Therefore the reading was perhaps ^ ^«T^Tcr, m ^^Rprtr'i# 
%fcf i And moreover %% ^ ^qr^t «nn seems to be an 

interpolation, as it disagrees with the remark of Gaudapada himself on Karika 
66 r, where he says : 

^ 4 ^<|c 3 Ttr wreira \ i 

totct m€i 5 t mfa wn% ift a 

Another instance is the following quotation in Gaudapada Bhasya on Karika 6 i r 

^8r a (Mbh., Yanaparva, 30, 38) 

This seems to be wrongly quoted from Mathara where it reads : 

*rsft wvfttflsmnaw 3113: w*ft: s 
f’snwftat wiwli n 
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Narayanatirtha’s Oandrika is evidently a summary of 
Yacaspati’s Tattvakaumudi Therefore, we are left face to 
face with Matharavrtti, Jayamangala and Tattvakaumudi. 
There is a great deal of uncertainty as to the age of the 
Matharavrtti. The editor of this work opines that Mathara 
is not a proper name, but a family name, and as Nyayabkasya 

A third instance is the line of Gaudapada (Karika 61) 
iffH: etna, 

the correct form of which in Mathara is 5 >T<s: ^stftr etc. 

It will be interesting to say here something about the lost Karika of 
Bvarakrsna. Tilak in his Gltarahasya (p. 163, Hindi Edn.) says that there 
must have been a Karika after this, which refuted the views of other people. 
This according to him is based on — 

<?,-N qftg’STHmi: 1 

fwsf l 511 % sw^asri It (3 vet. Up., VI, 1) 

Therefore according to him, the lost Karika is — 

qrraHfrtrcMt i?h rsra T^x sr 1 

Ear: faavicft sots: m,55. « 

When Tilak wrote it, Matharavrtti was not published. But now after its 
publication we have to revise this lost Karika. Mathara says — 

The Jayamahgala also puts forth these very alternatives of 555, imc or 
Mathara, however, adds as another possible alternative. To me it seems 
that this discussion is based not only on the verse of Svet. Up. but also on 
the following verse from Naradaparivrajakopanisad (Minor Upanisads, edited by 
Schrader, p. 2x4). 

dam q<it m surnwrarsnEI wist: « 

(It will be seen here that even the line of the Mahabharata, viz., wgt sra- 
KwtsttiUflTst’t: is based on the latter half of this verse.). While Svet. 

Up. mentions tarn?! and *RT 5 t, it ignores 355 j and the Nar. Par. Up. mentions 
555, but leaves out If the lost Karika is to be supplied on the basis of 

Gaudapada Bhasya (or now on the basis of Matharavrtti) then it must have the 
mention of 3^4 also. So the amended reading according to me will be 

g<>h 511a wte ai 1 
vsn: fuyniti sjst: met: ««m a 

That is, we should read in place of 54% 1 
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by Paksilasvamin Is commonly called as Vatsyayanabhasya 
so the Vrtti by a person belonging to the Mathara family is 
called Matharavrtti. Now who is this Mathara ? Mr. Rama- 


krishua Kavi thinks that Mathara was according to I-tsing 
a contemporary of As'vaghosa. But the date of Asvaghosa 
is uncertain. If we take it to be, say, 1st cent. A. D., then 
Mathara might be safely assigned to that date. This is 
further borne out by the fact that the Anuyogadvarasutra 
of the Jainas preserves a list of the Brahmanical works which 



contains the names of Kanagasattari, Kabiliyam, Sattitantam 
and Madaram. Now if the date of the Anuyogadvarasutra 
in its present from be 100 A. D., then Mathara can be safely 
putin the 1st century A. D. The editor of Matharavrtti 
(Chowkkamba Series) remarks that “according to eastern as 
well western scholars, this Matharavrtti along with the 
test of the Karika was translated into Chinese by Paramartha 
between 557 and 569 A.D. Tilak, however, differs from this 
view (Sanskrit Research, p. 108). Therefore, this Vrtti 
cannot be posterior to 394 A.D.”. 1 He remarks — “In the Vrtti 
on the 39th Karika, we find grsn a quota- 

tion from Hastamalakastotra, which is contemporaneous 
with the first Sahkaracarya. Therefore, this and such other 
instances as etc., which favour Advaita 

philosophy, must be regarded as interpolations, according 
to the scholars who stand for the antiquity of the Vrtti.” 

Bo, there are two conflicting opinions as to the age of 
Mathara, one placing him in the first century and the other in 
the eighth century A.D. But more light is. needed to solve 
this problem, before anything can be said definitely. 

The agreement of JayamangalS with Matharavrtti at 
several places may be the result either of Jayamahgala 


1 But Keith in his ‘SSnkbya System’, p. 70, fn., says that S. ] 
Belvalkar (Bhandarkar Comm. Vol., pp. i/i, ff.) argues that the original of ti 
Chinese version was the Matharavrtti, which he is editing ; but this cannot t 
proved becatse derivation from a common source is still equally probable. 
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borrowing some ideas from Mathara or vice versa. A deta|led 
study of Jayamangala shows that the author is quite expert 
in PSnini’s Grammar and quotes ; sutras in support of Ms 
derivations, e. g., Karika 12 : 

i ’srsmscftra 'sr^rmr:, ‘grepazt da srafi 

n /l • A’* '■* o' ■ . ’ '•hr::-. 'h h ' * Sa "' 

{ wpjd dmnd i ^sra: i—p. i7,U-5-7‘ 

era i %'si w pzti ‘ctqn^RFt 

dh H fRfcI \— p. 2, 11. 4-5 

Alt hough Vacaspatimisra indulges in grammatical 

explanations, yet uot so often as the Jayamangala. Again 
the author has quoted from Vyasabhasya on Yogasutra. He 
calls it Sankhy apr a vacana . The following quotation may be 
compared : 

udw bmiiw tot:’ ^udiurtu- 

uvf^craT i mil ^TswPTiraredR, acrrfa w 

iswm^TTOTdfa i ^n*nrai totouI mi 

fhfSret^ctmMHq l— -Jayamangala, p. 31, 11. 7 ff. 

fmim: 1 era afW u^tjrrf^fhci 
^ *rr?rq 1 wrwrsnf fhuummwRrraHq i wdftr: d%f% a- 
1 nd swinq 1 to ^ fawimfcreTh daW *?naT- 
uu n 1 aaifh w wendtd sf^rngni WFatraiflfh i 

^Tsndt dtgsnwmriH^raH TOTOd m 1 afda hvqgft 

diarat TOfl I "Vyasabhasya on Yogasutra, II. 32. 

7 he comparison shows that Jayamangala has rather 
adapted the Vyasabhasya than quoted it verbatim. 

Although Mathara too quotes the Yogasiitras, he never 
quotes the Vyasabhasya. Again, 

. ,*di *spfs 1 ’TOihhsTO w<ra %i: to 1 Hdt *ftit nmdtf- 

i®TpwtsmnTf«i^rath 1 va xm uasraaaa shirr mad i 
fwfa%wr: aran:’ db i amfTOTTO^STq i — ^rar®, p. 50, 11. 9 ff. 

Igay be compared witli 

to % wut: frodt 1% 1 d*r aTfdamdhdbrfsftwT: 1 mm 

to fd&n i«ft: i-rawnw on ;SV*to, II. 3. ! ’ - - ’ 

/■!h V :. 1K\* N H r ; V ‘ ? ■ . - ... ’■ ■ g ; • • " ■ 
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With the following also may be compared : 

I— II. 4. 

HR 1 nr i— 5Rf°, p. 51, 1. 1. 

^RHraaiTf^trr irngfir: i— on gfagw, II. 4. 

iwgsnft THTt CJoya., p. 51, 1. 8) and 

(ibid., 1. 1 2) seem to be incorrect reading for xj^Tppft 
m: and frwi’ppft WW: in the Yogasatra (II. 7 and 8). 

{m» pi 51, 1. 17) is also takep from hthsth etc. of 

^nHHTsr on 11. 9. 

mj tpcu* wf h 1 

5Ftt ^fam znti c-mm ^ (rwstw $-} 

( ^ 3 ° p. 63, 11. 3 and 4 ) is found also in snwi on gfaga (IV, j^i ' 

This shows the fondness of our author for Yyasabhasya. 

It seems that the author* of the Jayamangala had some 
commentary of Sankhyakarika before him. Compare— ^f^pr 
*1*^ %*TOTf <?lfc rf^f gfT%’ f%S3T?i|^{X 

i g|tRpdr% etc. (era®, p. 21 , 11. 1 s if 

21, 22) ; and tow*—' * fwTlt Itoto’— ( p. 22, 11. llff). 

Now these alternative explanations given here are untrace- 
able. We do not find them in Mathara or Yacaspati. And 
not only the explanation, but also the reading for 

^fwmicf is nntraceable. This alone does not prove anything 
as to the priority of the one to the other but on the whole 
it appears that the author of the jaymangala had not the 
Matharavrtti before him. There is a very striking passage in 
Mathara— ggi TOfttcrarafttiT i ( fBrefsft fWTfftVsr 

} 2 — ?TT3*tf% on Kar. 45. 

Compare it with 5fuaf<«fT— ‘thinn^’ ssnfg 1 
^SJSflffTW) ST 'WT®f uiwtetc., 

t In <ra!sire<i% Yacaspati attributes this quotation to *fiwpsr* In mw4\ 
on IL 13., Yacaspati quotes it and attributes it *T*i*W8r. Y 

2 I do not know why the editor has put this sentence in a parenthesis* ' 
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Does it not look as if Mathara were criticising the view 
of Jayamahgala P While there is no line or passage in 
Jayamahgala which might show that the author is cognisant 
of a Matbaravrtti, the line quoted above clearly shows that 
he had made use of the Jayamahgala. Therefore, the verbal 
agreement between them rather tends to prove the priority of 
the Jayamahgala to the Matharavrtti. There is another 
fact which points to this conclusion. According to the 
Jayamahg&lS the reading of the text of Karika 26 ought to be : 

(The reading in the text 
is based on Dr. Jha’s edition). On this reading Jayamahgala; 
notes sra: ! i 

Mathara reads in the text of the Karika 

' s > 

WTreafiTwfa- Although it might be said here that the reading 
in the text might not be that of the commentator himself, 
for itiis not quoted as in the Vrtti, yet the explanation 

leaves no doubt as to the order of the text. Can 
we not say, in view of the fact that this reading is not found 
in any of the editions or mss., that it is adopted by Mathara 
"after reading the note on aw in the Jayamahgala ? 

There is another very vital question. Who is this 
Sankaracarya, the author of the Jayamahgala f Is he the 
great first Ixsarya of that name or some one else ? It has 
been said by Pandit Gopinath Kaviraj in his introduction to 
the Jayamahgala,, that its style does not correspond to “the 
depth, lucidity, terseness, learning and clarity which invari- 
ably characterise Sankara’s diction”. Let us examine the 
following quotation from the Jayamahgala on Karika 17 : 

m dfb i m ^ w fig?* i m mm 

ijtto.* fro, ftcgiwfi: crfautif rih 

Purther on we find in the snsb on Kar, 18-** 
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fwfwx: afawtk' %mi:’ ’sssi'forarftr 

wi i fittf trcgnfw^^w^Tq % ftrai Ifb ^bs3*{ i w?*i?f 

'PrarfrcrrgTf^f iranfa^wq ^^OTsnftrfrfix i 
Compare with, it II. 1 : 

ct%<itcj ^<sro-3rax ^taicx tri^w f^sffwn w%mi irwwi M^<n: i 
ctwrgvT feftsfx: tort to: srar^sH m §*?xfa TOficf I 



Os this T^vjrssj is as follows — * 

g^n ?^?rm fs flgTej ^faisgrfayr ws^sSfam: Jm*f 

fsr^fjH wxv ^fwresrwt tra, H^w^grx^Tifsf^rr: m^frarfehr^ 
fifPra: t hIkt hrt* sffar ^msnf^ ?Eiftqf*f%Rt.* 
gfwTH^T ^ 2 rratn-f%w^g^iRT i 

This clearly shows that the Jayamangala refers to this 
portion of Sankara’s bhasya by the term xfex’fRnf^*!',. There- 
fore, this Sahkaracarya ox Jayamangala is not only different 
from the great Acarya, but is later than him. 

Now, when we compare Yacaspati’s Tattvakaumudi with 
the Jayamangala, we find innumerable instances where both 
agree. A few instances are given here : 

2 rax*ren^ fipproiff Biirifsi 

*PXfkx \ ( p. 37 , 11 . 4 , 5 )■ 

g^x H^crerexsraxt fg^wricmt*rr? wfh 

m§wgf*er i ( Kar. 30 ) 

rot w?ssx€lf?r TO^xbx 1 (sra<>, p. 14, l. 20.) 

'sjfff W. I ( cIW®, Kar. n ). 

P^ThTOf'PjSI pfia^gmxfcfrarxj; I ( m°, Kar. 40). 

nsn% 5 nfxpai? nfhiwi^iwxf^cHi 1 ( *ra, Kar. 40 >. 

si^cwraT^RrxsitwfgrJi i w^cT^Jxfh«f%cnq wwa^ixi fl^^xfn 
<ix«ii irfcrefiieixfqtignaxci fsrgsoi fm: \ n: nfhtfferxq xrecraxaicj *i^ox 
^xcr: 1 *igf*r: nferaNcncj ^s*rcwxmxj ijfsrUfh 1 ( shjo, Kar. 22). 

m 1 us^raxaYf%HX?| .snfxranaxq m^r sr®?- 

smqsn, ^pra^mm?? %m: w^fer^jf,ii^n^ixcxgiTa- 

^?tr{ T^epwrm^xq: vt^^-qTTr^n:, -fmn- 


428 JAYAMAKGALI and the other commentaries 

rhisI* nmsmf4nwt3fsi i m *rf4 3f?r 

I srf©m art^Ft find!*!# fh ^swfagnsi I t 

■' 5H?°, Kar. Si )• ' ‘ 

tl^ffg*fgqw' UKUS3 =3 I ^ *rg?i=r wfa ip*- 

i ’srreirei f^afi^fr giJrtwwraf%3j i ifft: fwhfrfa ^wg^u- 

I ( fiT^o, Kar. 72 ). 

The agreement at several places is so striking that we are 
obliged to conclude that one of the two has* used or seen 
the commentary of the other. But who is earlier and who is 
later ? At the first instance one is disinclined to believe that 
Vaeaspati could borrow or utilize the Jayamahgala. Several 
scholars are of opinion that the J ayamangalS must have used 
YScaspati’s Tattvakaumudi. The comparison made above is 
not sufficiently decisive. So we have to find out some other 
deciding factor. The following instance in our opinion gives 
this deciding factor : wiwfcl in his rRepitfjfl on Kar. 51, 
says— ...'yi: ■ 

1 m wf%: sf?:, 

’ar^urei^'scrv *runcr t sna %srreT2ra-®5r%T u-temnfi 
’ gwiurem 1 

_wrawwinRtu m ifcjmfH.-i ^ fwFstg:, ^rf?- 

^ TO^fet” 1 

®ci w. f%fpu*Ti5x- 

stu^qwmwTii^nfhfci 1 

Here, the criticisms by Yacaspati presupposes a com- 
mentary. In Mathara or Gaudapada, we do not find any thing 
corresponding to it. But compare it with the Jayamangala. 

vffi 1 3PSI n^isr^wi- 

jursix^icmu cW aw cUTfuspifx \ zm ^i^siT^qisu^- 

ftuuiW uwm*iictWEra ux fisrfi; ficfisr gcnrfu^lt i sra 

xarte wu® w^uVctsrxftei i 
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f% wjTjfrinsnq i w sutei <utf% (?) 1 iicpn% ifh i 

4lsfk*ra<ra m«g ’srnniftnrasfa,- cisi —t 

n fkfitg: 1 irmf^srat kikt ngra&fh i 

The comparison will show that while the passages under- 
lined are exactly identical, the remaining portion is also the 
same in trend. It is clear that Vacaspati is here criticising 
the Jayamahgala. 

The following quotation from Vijnanabhiksu also agrees 
with Vacaspatimisra in sense, but it proves nothing : 

wtr mi i ^sra^^Tf^fb i 

3TOT l *34 m SjraHURWSt ^114 1 

mi * fsi^T^raui^ ’anwr’sstsrsfTcj wrafafa i ^fcmfhluT t ^rprlsfre 
ail uimcj wraw sfa i <*{4 n srai i vptcir 

fq?H^ tfisrenw ffa I — Vijnanabhiksu on HT^^ST, III, 44. 

It is quite clear that Vijnanabhiksu, who is much later 
than Vacaspati, and who flourished in the middle of the 
sixteenth century A.D., cannot be the target of Yacaspati’s 
attack. Moreover, the agreement between Vijnanabhiksu 
and Yacaspati is not so striking as between Yacaspati and the 
Jayamangala, Therefore, in conclusion it may be safely 
asserted that the author of the Jayamangala is earlier than 
Vacaspati and later than the great Sankaracarya. According 
to Macdonell ( History of Sanskrit Literature, p. 393 ) 
Yacaspati’s time is about 1100 AJD. 1 And the great Adi 
Sankara cannot be placed later than the eighth century 
A.D. Therefore our Jayamahgala-Sankaracarya must have 
flourished about 1000 A.D. In this conclusion, I am fully 
supported by Mr. Earn Krishna Kavi, who writing on the 
Jayamangalas in the Journal of the Andhra Historical Research 
Society, October, 1927, says : “All these Jayamangalas are 


But according to Keith, the time of Vacaspati MiSra js ninth cent) 
See J.R.A 3 ., 1914, 1098. 
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extensively read and found in Malabar. To relieve the 
anxiety of some critics that the great Acarya should not 
be associated with the authorship of these commentaries 
under tho same name, we have to search for another 
Sankaracarya in Malabar who, besides being an author, must 
be a pupil of Govindabhagavatpada. We shall try to find 
one to answer our purpose. 

In the commentary on Vatsyayana, one of the quotations 
wwr. .... . . wsrerq— IT rqlsi II. 1.) is traced to 

Ratirahasya of ELokkoka who belongs to the tenth century 
and in my opinion is later than Sahkhyabliiksu, the author of 
Nagarasarvasva. Jayamaiigala on Vatsyayana may therefore 
be assigned to some period later than 1000 A.D.” 

Further on, according to Mr. Kavi, two more works of 
Sankaracarya, a pupil of Govindabhagavatpada, are found. 
One is a commentary called Yogabhasy a-vivarana on Vyasa- 
bhasya and the other called Bhasyapradipa, a commentary on 
Sabarabhasya. In one of the colophons of the latter, the 
scribe has written The Ms. once belonged 

to a well-known Payyur Patteri of Malabar who flourished 
between 1800 and 1400 A.D. or even later. To this Payyur 
family belonged a great scholar called Paramesvara who 
wrote commentaries on several works and who is the son of 
the Rsi and the pupil of Sankaracarya. cf. 

This shows that Sankara must have been one of Para- 
mesvara’s relatives and his tutor. For, in a work called 
Sivodaya, the author Vasudeva, one of the eight brothers of 
Paramesvara, describes his family and mentions Sankara as 
one of his uncles. 

“Thus Bhasyapradipa and Yogabhasyavivarana are deci- 
dedly the compositions of one and the same SahkarSe&rya, 
who, as said by VSsudeva, was the pupil of Govindabhaga- 
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x In the Journal of Oriental Research, Madras, January, 1928, p. 94, it is 
mentioned by the Editor that “Mr. Kavi says that all these authors are identical 
and that this Sankara lived about 1400 A.D." 

This is a mistake. Mr. Kavi mentions that the “Ms. belonged to the well- 
known Payyur Patteri who flourished between 1300 and 1400 A.D. 1 ’ So that, 
1400 A.D. can be the date of the possessor of the Ms. and not that of the 
author. Therefore, this Sankaiacarya cannot be placed later than,iooo A.D., 
or near about. , ... . ; .... . j ... . . 



Iron and Steel in the Kgvedic Age 

£™JThe hymn (X-72-2) in the Rgveda stands thus, — awfufk: 

<ivrfw: sEi»rHt wu?fk: iifk: Dr. Scliraeder | 

translates : 

“The smith with brushwood on the hearth, and in his hand 
a goose’s wing, with anvil and a blazing fire awaits a wealthy 
customer,” and states that it is ‘‘the oldest passage on Iudo- 
germanic ground which introduces us into a smithy.” 1 

Ordinarily the meaning of the Rk, as rendered by various 
commentators, is “with dried faggots of trees as fuel and fans 
of wings of birds, and clear and bright stones, the Karmara or 
the smith (engaged in making arrows) desires a rich person 
(Co buy them).” But the Rk may be more liberally translated 
thus — with dried medicinal plants, ’wft: aiw'tf 
with the wings of birds, wv. the smith, wfk: ftfk: with bright 
stones, desires rich persons, that is, “with dried 

medicinal plants and wings of birds, as also bright stones, 
the smith awaits wealthy men.” 

In the first place, we see that the smith ( 'karmara ) of 
the Rgveda had to do something with dried medicinal plants. 
But what would probably these medicinal plants be required 
for by the Rgvedic smith, and what would be the nature 
of such medicinal plants one can hardly explain. It would 
be really difficult, however, to get the true meaning of this 
passage of the Rgveda elsewhere, except from the literature 
existent on the manufacture of ‘wootz’ 2 or Indian steel, where 

1 Schraeder, Prehistoric Antiquities, p. 162. 

2 “ Wootz or Ootz is probably the name of steel in the Gujarati 
language in use at Bombay, from which place the first specimens of 
Indian steel Were sent- to England Under that name,” David Mushet, 
Papers on Indian Iron and Steel, p. 666. 

;Roscoe writes : “Lastly wools or Indian steel must be mefttionedi 




This is a product prepared by heating malleable iron in small cla 
crucibles, m which small pieces of the wood Cassia Auriculata are als 
placed, until the external portions begin .to fuse. The product is the 
hammered frequently and the steel thus consist of a mixture of tw 
irons, one being rich and the other poor in carbon. Indian wootz i 
extremely haid and elastic, and was highly prized by the ancients. / 
specimen of wootz was sent from Bombay to the President of the Roya 
Society, and the first description of the substance was given bj 
Dr. Pearson in 1795 (Phil. Trans. 1795, part II, 322) and the stee 
was afterwards analysed by Faraday and Henry.”— Roscoe, Chemistry 
vol. II, Metal, p. 988. 

. I ; A tal1 shfub (Tarwar in Hindi ; Mayahari Talapatra in Sans.), 
with virgate branches and underside of the leaves finely grey downy! 
It is said in Spoil's Encyclopaedia to yield a medicinal resin... In 
engal a brownish sap hardens on the surface of wounds on the bark ■ 
this may be the so-called resin.’’- Watt, Dictionary of Economic 
Products of India, vol. II, p, 205. 

'The seeds are valued as local application in purulent ophthalmia, 

an infusion of the leaves is esteemed as a cooling medicine. .......The 

root is spoken of as of great value in tempering iron metal.”— Watt, 
Commercial Products of India, p. 289. 

T have been informed by my friend Dr. Sherwood that the native 
Doctors are 111 the habit of prescribing this medicine in diabetic cases.” 

Amslie,. Mat. Medica, vol. II, From all these it is very clear that 
the plant is a medicinal one. 

2 Akanda 1 in Hindi j ‘Arka’ in Sans. (It is a well known medi- 
cinal plant). 

3 From a letter addressed to The Roval Asiatic n f c,«f 
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we often meet with the use of such medicinal plants in the 
process. From such sources, however, we learn that 'The wood 
which is selected to furnish carbon to the iron, is the cassia 
auriculata , 1 and the leaf used to cover the iron and wood is 
that of the asclepias giganta 2 or where it is not available, that 
of the convolvulus laurifolus . ,?s 

The same authority observes again— “It seems probable 
that the selection of particular kinds of vegetable matter 
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to afford carbon to the iron may not be altogether a matter 
of fancy. The Indian steel maker, of course, knows nothing 
of the theory of his operations. He is satisfied with knowing 
that he can convert iron into steel by fusing it with what he 
calls medicine , 1 and this medicine, as experience hr.s taught 
him, must be dried wood and green leaves, and as different 
woods and leaves very probably contain carburetted hydrogen 
in very different proportions, experience may have taught 
him that he can make iron pass into the state of steel 
more quickly and with a smaller bulk of particular kinds of 
vegetable matter than with others. The cassia auriculata 
is the only wood I have ever seen used for the purpose. It 
contains a large quantity of the extract called catechu. The 
leaf of the convolvulus is no less remarkable.” 

i The operation receives a scientific explanation in the hand of a 
well known iron expert of modem times. — “On elevating the temper- 
ature .an abundant evolution of carburetted hydrogen gas would 

take place from the vegetable matter, and as its escape would 

be prevented it would be retained in contact with the iron, which 

at a high temperature...... have a much greater affinity for gaseous 

than for concrete carbon. This would greatly shorten the operation and 
probably at a much lower temperature than were the iron in contact 
with charcoal powder. In no other way can I account for the fact 
that iron is converted into cast steel by the natives of India, in two 
hours and a half, with an application of heat that in this country 
would be considered quite inadequate to produce such an effect ; while 
at Sheffield it requires at least four hours to melt blistered steel in 
wind furnaces of the best construction, although the crucibles in which 
the steel is melted, are at a white heat when the metal is put into 
them, and in the Indian process, the crucibles are put into the furnace 
quite cold.” — On Indian Iron and Steel, in a letter addressed to the 
Secy., Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland by J. M. 
Heath, Nov. 1837. 

“The fact of the superior reductive process of uncharred fuel, men- 
tioned by Mr. Heath and known to the unlettered Indian by the experi- 
ence of ages, has not escaped notice in my investigations” (vide. Phil. 
Mag., vols. socxii, xxxiii),— Mushet, Iron and Steel, vol, I, pp, 6-12. 
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The above is quite significant, and since the simplicity 
of the process of steel making in India even up to the 
present day gives a clear proof of its being carried on tradi- 
tionally from the remotest antiquity, the explanation of 
the Rg-vedic passage srcffrf*: flvPifw: “with dried medicinal 
plants ” means some sort of medicinal plant like ‘cassia auri- 
culata' etc. used in the manufacture of ‘wootz,’ 

From the above elucidation of the passage, it is quite 
clear that srdWii: means “with dried medicinal plants .” 

Let us next turn to find out the explanation of sjfsrrvf. 
It plainly signifies — “with the wings of birds ” or as Schraeder 
renders “goose's wings . ” But why the smith required them is 
a very difficult question to solve. 

Sayana understands by srcMfc: vbrfvfw; the wings of the 
arrow-shaft . 1 But this meaning seems to be very doubtful. 
Most of the modern scholars support the view that the Rg- 
vedic smith required them for bellows or fans. But the 
bellows could never be made of wings of birds. Science does 
not accept the idea at all. A bellow is generally made of 
leather, otherwise it cannot be air-tight. On the other hand, 
the preparation of fans is not particularly tenable. For in the 
process of iron smelting .ordinary fans would be useless. 
Again the use of the expression ‘ harmara ’ in the Rk involves 
the idea of ayas or iron smelting by bellowing through bellows 
(dhamati) and producing the sound of bellowing . 2 


1 Then the smith becomes an arrow maker. This is what is hardly 
seen in India. The smith prepared the head of the arrow while the 
rest must have been finished by a distinct guild of arrow-makers 
(fsu-kri, »»M-,fe«-vide Ev„ I, 184,3; 3°. 7 - Vajasaneyi Samhita, 
xxvi, 46 ; Taittirlya Brahmana, iii, 4, 3, I. Cf. Zimmer, Altindisches 
Leben, 300 ; Weber, Indische Studien, 18, 29, 286 ; Hopkins, Journal 
of the American Oriental Society, 13, 275, et seq. 25, 337). "A regular 
profession of arrow making existed” — Macdoneli and Keith, Vedic 

2 Vide “On Metals and Metallurgy in Ancient India."— The Indian 

Historical Quarterly* yol. HI, no, 4, PP. 795-8oo. ■ ' ‘ 
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The smith, therefore, of the Vedic age was acquainted 
with the making of bellows which he certainly could not 
prepare with the wings of birds. As the term * harmara ’ itself 
involves the conception of fire, hammering and working with 
bellows, we have very little to trouble about these things in 
the text. All the accessories of a smith’s shop in the Rg-vedic 
age could be easily understood from the expression ‘ harmara ’ 
identified with his work vu, to blow. That is, he used to 
work with fire by blowing air through the bellows (making 
a peculiar sound), as also striking with his hammer (from 
w—awft striking) on the anvil . 1 

Now the tools and accessories of the Rg-vedic master 
smith, viz., anvil, hammer, bellows, etc. being understood, the 
proper explanation of the expression wrfk: W’trri in the Rk 
in question may be rendered by taking it to mean something 
which the smith used for the manufacture of his steel. 


Again from the particulars of ‘wootz’-making quoted 
above we find that dried medicinal plants ( ) 
were used for the making of steel. These supplied no 
doubt the requisite carbon to the iron for converting it into 
steel. Similarly we know from the analysis of goose’s 
wings 2 that owing to the small percentage of carbon they con- 
tain they might have been used by the Rg-vedic smith for 
the proper and final carburisation of iron for its conversion 
into steel. 

Such an interpretation will make the Rg-vedic process 
of manufacture more easily understood even in the light of 
modern steel making . 3 


1 Vide p. 435, fn, 2. 

2 "Goose-feathers — volatile matter-go, charcoal io,”— Mushet, 
"On Indian Iron and Steel," p. 730. 

3 Vide Bessemer’s process of manufacturing steel. Roscoe writes : 

"Other difficulties arose,... a mass of pasty wrought-iron being 

produced. This was overcome by the important suggestion made by 
Mushet (Patent, Sep, 22, 1856) of the addition of Spiegel at the end of 
the opeiation in such quantity as is necessary for the conversion of the 
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The next expression which we have to expound is Sifat 
i Literally it means ‘bright stones’. But what these 
stones were is a question that presents some difficulty. Sayapa 
does not explain them clearly. Most of the modern scholars 
are inclined to believe that they were ‘tvhetting stones 
But this is hardly adequate. The plurality of the form 
with the single individual ‘bar mar a' goes against this view. 

The extremely economical and simple method of manu- 
facture with which the Rg-vedic smith was acquainted is 
plainly against such a conception .’ L Further the question 
as to why the whetting stones should be 'bright' throws 
considerable doubt over the interpretation . 3 

The Yedic smith may require a bundle of dried medicinal 
plants, and a lot of goose’s or birds’ wings but why 
he should have a number of whetting stones and again why 
they should be ‘bright 5 cannot be accounted for. Hence the 
rendering “bright whetting stones” is faulty and unacceptable. 

We may, however, keeping the literal idea of lift: 
wfw. as ‘ clean bright stones,’ render their proper meaning as 
clean or bright stones of ore. For, in the Satapatha Brak- 
maiia , 3 we have it clearly stated that ‘ay as’ was obtained by 


whole of the wrought-iron into steel.” — Roscoe, Chemistry, vol. II, 
Metals, p. 975 - 

•< Spiegel — contains carbon from 3‘5-6 per cent.” — Ibid., p. 960. 

N. B. As Mushet was then the most conversant with the operations 
of Indian steel-making, this very valuable suggestion he 
might have been able to render to the art from his Indian 
experience. His own observation on the point viz. "known 
to the unlettered Indian by the experience of ages” is quite 
indicative of the value he attached to the process. 

1 One could hardly see more than a single whetting stone in an 
Indian smithy and that too he would say had come to him from his 
forefathers. 

2 The ‘whetting stone’ of an Indian smithy is a very har< 


1 


Silicate stone without any lustre. 

dLn., t 
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smelting the ore ( ). So ''raft: here may be easily taken % 

to mean bright ‘stone ore' or simply bright stones from which 
the ‘karmara* used to obtain his metal. Tradition also 
supports this rendering, inasmuch as, we have evidences of 
the ‘wootz’ (steel) manufactured in India from the bright 
quartzian stony ore . 1 

Now the' last point of difficulty in the Rk which requires 
a reasonable solution is about fajspw'-wefu, i.e., “desires rich 


persons” or “awaits rich people.” Why the Vedic smith should 
await wealthy buyers for his things is not clearly understood. 
Sayana satisfies himself by explaining that the ‘ Jearmara ’ 
used to manufacture arrows and as those articles were pur- 
chased in ancient times by rich men only, he could do nothing 
but await them. This rendering of the terms has been accepted 
by all the Vedic commentators. The foreign Vedic scholars 


also have followed suit. But still the meaning is not clear. 
Tradition, however, enlightens us somewhat on the point, and 
we may quote here from a learned authority 2 the following in 


1 “The ore from which the Wootz steel is made is the magne- 
tic oxide of iron, combined with quarts, of which specimens accom- 
pany this letter. The ore varies much in its appearance, according 
as the grains of quartz and oxide of iron are large and small ; but 
the proportion in which the component parts unite is nearly uniform- 
ly 48 of quartz and 5.2 of oxide of iron in 100 parts by weight.’' — 
From a letter addressed to the Secy., Royal Asiatic Society of Great 
Britain and Ireland by J. M. Heath., Nov., 1837. 

W. B. From the above it is clear that it is no wonder if the ore is 
seen as bright and fine stones owing to the presence of nearly 
5 ° % of quartzs. Again that the Wootz or Indian steel 
used to be obtained direct from the ore we have the following 
evidences in proof of same : “We may, without risk, conclude 
that it (Wootz) is made directly from the ore."— Dr. Pearson. 
Phil, Trans . Royal Society, v ol. 85, 1795, p. 343. 

“That the Wootz of India, in the state in which we receive it, is 
the immediate product of the ore seems to be undoubted.”— Stoddart, 
Treatise on Metals, vol. I, p, 223. 

2 Mushet, “On Indian Iron and Steel,” p. 366. 
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our support: ‘‘The first correot idea we rece ivedfrom history of 
the importance of steel in the arts is from the account of the 
present made by Porus to Alexander of 40 lbs of Indian steel, 
a present which we are bound to consider was the most valu- 
able that Porus could bestow, and the most acceptable that 
Alexander (at that time overwhelmed with the spoils of the 
East) could receive. Tins transaction on the bants of the 
Hydaspes must have taken p l ace a t least 800 years after 
iron was in use in Palestine, and affords a strong presump- 
tion that steel, if not then altogether unknown to the arti- 
ficers in Alexander’s army, was an article exceedingly rare 
The same observation will eq Ual3y app3y to India at the same 

time. _ Nothing m the estimation of Porus in Us extensive 
dominions was more valuable than a gift of steel" 

The above is plainly suggestive as to why ’the IWedic 
'harmara' would await rich people for buying h5s art y ej ag 

in that far remote period 0 f antiquity, it is no wonder that 
the material (steel) should be highly valued by the ancient 
people. All the data given above lead us, therefore, to believe 
that the Rg-vedic smith was actually engaged in making steel 
direct from the ore. 1 

In fact, the arguments here advanced in support of our 
interpretation of the Rk under question, afford a most valuable 
material m proof of the existence of iron in the Rg-vedic 

i Cf, “The antiquity of the Indian process is no less astonish- 
ing than its ingenuity ; we can hardly doubt that the tools with which 
the Egyptians covered their obelisks and temples of porphyry and 
syenite with hieroglyphics were made of Indian steel. There is no 
evidence to show that any of the nations of antiquity besides the 
Hindus were acquainted with the art of making steel.”~Mushet, 
“Papers on Indian Iron and Steel.” p> 

“It appears then that the cl aim 0 f India to a discovery of Holl- 
and Steel-making which has exercised more influence on the arts 
conducive to civilization and manufacturing industry than any other 
within the whole range of human inventions is altogether unquestion- 
able.” J. M. Heath, “Letter to the Royal Asiatic Society of Great 

Uritsln onri » Nm lR« . .. .. L : ' ....... ■ 
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times, inasmuch as this is the only passage in the whole of 
the Bg-veda that gives a description of the process of manu- 
facturing steel in that oldest period of antiquity and this 
method of manufacture when compared with that followed 
in India even up to the beginning of the last century fully 
gives evidence of the preservation and continuity of the art 
as handed down from generation to generation by traditional 
methods from ages long gone by. 

Thus from the Bk elucidated above we can describe how 
the Bg-vedie smith used to manufacture steel in those 
times. He used to manufacture direct from the ore (most 
probably bright quartzian magnetic stones of iron oxide), 
in an open hearth (made of mud), adjusted with bellows and 
fire, and covered over with dried medicinal plants such as 
Cassia Auriculata ; the whole was then heated until the 
product began to fuse when birds' wings were added for the 
proper and final carburisation of the mass which, at the 
end of the operation, was frequently hammered into steel. 


Manindra Nath Banerji 
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all the horses kept for the king’s personal use as well 
as for military purposes. In later times, with the greater 
differentiation of duties, his place was occupied by the 
Asvadhyaksa (Superintendent of Horses) in the Kautillya 
list. The Alcsavdpa or the Superintendent of Dicing, 
appears to have been a private servant of the royal 
entourage, but later on, he was a public official supervising 
the gambling halls and collecting revenue therefrom. The 
Dyutadhyalisa with similar functions is found in the Kauti- 
llya. There are several other officers of the Yedic period, 
such as Samgrahltr, Bhagadugha, RathaJcdra, who may 
also be cited in corroboration of my remark regarding the 
two aforesaid points viz. the evolution of some of the Govern- 
ment officials from the royal entourage, and the resemblance 
in functions and sometimes in names of several functionaries 
of the Yedic and later periods ; but the names of those cited 
above are sufficient for the present purpose. 

The delineation of the respective spheres of duties of the 
many state-officials mentioned in the Kautillya, pointing out 
at the same time the gradation of their ranks, is no doubt 
an intei’esting task, but it is not without 
th^tasl^ 11 ^ °" difficulties. Apart from the obscurity 

of the text of the Kautillya on many items 
of duty of the officials, the treatise is sometimes silent on 
the position of some of the officers in the official hierarchy. 
In such cases, the difficulty has to be overcome, if possible, 
by inferences drawn from other evidences. 

The scale of salaries and allowances to the queen, crown- 

prince, royal priest, prime minister, and the various officers 

„ . , of state supplies a clue by which the rank 

Evidence as to , 

the several ranks ot a particular person or officer can be deter- 
in the official mined. The largest amount is recommend- 

jerarchy. Q( j for the (permanent) sacrificial priest 

(rtvij), royal tutor, mcmtrin, royal priest ( purohita ), com- 
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The officials in 
the first rank. 


The officials in 
the second rank. 


maader-in-chief, crown-prince as also the queen and the 
king’s mother. In the first rank are there- 
fore found so far as the secular administra- 
tive work is concerned, the mantrin, and 
the coramander-in chief. The crown-prince was also appoint- 
ed at times to responsible posts under government, e.g. the 
governorship of a province. 

In the second rank are named Dauvarika, AntarvamSika. 

Pramstr, Samakartr, and Sannidhdtf. The 
official named second is the Superintendent 
of the inner or ladies’ appartments. His 
designation appears to be a variant of Antarvesmika \antar 
(inner) and vesma (house) ]. He belongs to the king’s house- 
hold staff, and important as his duties are, 
Antarvainsika. he has been placed in the second rank of 
officials in respect of salary. His duties 
will be detailed in connection with the delineation of the 
king’s household staff, and so he is left out of consideration 
for the present. 

Dauvarika was not always the ordinary gate-keeper as his 
designation may lead one to think, but was a high official 
with responsible duties. The variants of his 
designation as given in the Amara-kosa 
are : pratihara, dvdrapdla, dvahstha, dvahsthita and darsaka, 
while those in the Abhidhana-ratnamala of Halayudha are 
dvahstha, dauvarika, ksattf, dandin, vetradhara, utsdraka, 
dvdrapala, and pratihara. As already pointed out he receiv- 
ed a salary equal to that of the Prasastr, Samahartr, 
and Sanuidhatr, and higher than that of the judicial 
officer of the town (Pauravyavaharika) and the members 
of the mantri-parisat. The word Dauvarika is found in the 
Arthasdstra more than once (I, 12 ; 21 ; V, 2) along with 
the names of the most important and responsible officers of 
the State. Every morning along with the ministers and king’s 


Dauvarika, 
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dhibhih dauvarikais ca). If occasion demanded he is 
recommended to be entrusted even with the duties usually 
performed by the king himself (dauvarikantarvamsikamukhos 
ca yathoktam rajapranidhim anuvartayet). 

The Prasastf was most probably the official who was in 
charge of the department in which the writs or instruments 
containing the royal orders were prepared, and from which 
„ they were issued to the individuals con- 

eerned in the formal way, Bk. II, ch. 10 
of the Kautillya on the preparation of royal writs is silent 
as to the officer under whose direction the affairs of the 
department were carried on. The Prasastf named in the 
second grade of the official hierarchy is very probably the 
officer who was the head of this department. The 
nature of his duties required that the person entrusted with 
them should be extermely trustworthy, and hence the 
dignified position of this office in the official cadre. 

The Sannidhatf and Samcihartf named last in the list were 
the two most important executive officers in the dominion. 
Sannidhatr. The Sannidhatf was saddled with heavy 

duties. In addition to certain items of work 
done directly by himself, he had to supervise the duties of 
the following Superintendents of different departments viz., 
(1) The Superintendent of the Treasure- 
dents ^ under tSn house ( KosddhyaJcm ). (2) The Superinten- 

Sannidhatr. dent of Trades ( PanyadhyaJcsa ). (3) The 

Superintendent of Store-house ( Kosthagaradhyahm ). (4) The 
Superintendent of Forest Stores (KupyadhyahaJ , (5) The 
Superintendent of the Arsenal ( AyndhagaradhyaksaJ . (6) The 
Superintendent of Prisons ( Bandhanagaradhyahsa ). 

The reason for holding that these six Superintendents 
were under the control of Sannidhatr lies in the fact that 
certain items of work implying and involving supervision of 
those of the aforesaid Superintendents are mentioned in 
Book II, ch. 5 of the Kautillya, enumerating his duties in 
a general way. In addition to this work, he was in charge 
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of the construction and perhaps also the up-keep of the houses 
required for working the six departments viz, KosagyJia, 
(Treasure-house) Panyagrha, (Trade-house), Kasthagara 
(Store-house) Kupyagrha, (.Forest Store-house), lyudhagara 
(Arsenal) and JBandhanagara (Jail). These were built under 
the direction of the Sannidhatr, according to particular plans 
with underground rooms where necessary, to suit the require- 
ments of the work done there. In addition to these buildings 
those for the Mahawatras as also those for the location of 
(.lie law-courts (DharmastMya) were also constructed under 
his supervision . 1 

The works of the Superintendent of Weights (Pautava,- 

dhyahsa), and the Superintendent of Measures ( Manadhyaksa ) 

were supervised by the Panyadhyahsa 2 who 

Two Superinten- had a l so fco control or supervise other 
dents under 


Panyadhyaksa. matters concerning other departments of 


government. He had, for example, to 
control the prices of all the commodities manufactured or 
garnered in the several departments of government and sold 
to the public at large. The fixing of the prices was a difficult 
task, as it had to be done after taking into account various 
factors bearing upon the collection or production of the 
commodities. 

The Superintendent of Mines ( AlcaradhyaJcsa ) had a close 
touch with the Superintendent of the Trea- 
sure-house, for, as Kautilya says, the mines 
are the source of the treasure, and treasure the source of the 


Akaradhyaksa. 


1 K., II, ch. s. 

2 The opening passage of AT., IV, ch. 2 has the words 'samstha- 
dhyaksyah panyasamsthayatp tulamanabhandani cavekseta, paut&va- 
pacarat’, Here samstha dhyakqa may refer to the head of the particular 
department where wares of a particular class are stored, manufactured, 
and sold, but as the work of supervision of a department is best done 
by an ' official not belonging to the department and as we find such' 
official in the Panyadhyaksa, the Samstkadhyaksa in the passage would. 


I think, beth z Panyadhyaksa, . / „ 

1 ~ 1 , j - . 
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army. It is with the treasure and the army that the whole 
world can be acquired. But inspite of this close connection 
between the spheres of work of the two heads of departments, 
the text does not mention that the Superintendent of Mines 
was under the Sannidhatf as the Superintendent of the 
Treasure-house was. The extracting of metals from the ores 
and the collection of pearls and precious stones from land and 
ocean-mines were the duties of the Akamdhyaksct. The 
further treatment of the metals thus obtained to convert them 
into metal wares, coins etc. rested upon 

(1) the Lohadhyaksci , in charge of the 
inferior metals, 

(2) the Lalcsanadhyaksa the Minter of 
copper coins, 1 

(B) the Suvarnadhyaksa, who was in 
charge of the department for making gold wares and orna- 
ments, and had to supervise the work of the Saumrnika, 
the Minter of gold and silver coins ; 

while the Khanyadhyakm had to give the final merchantable 
shape to the precious stones, coneh-sheils, pearls, corals, and 
the ksara from which salt was obtained. There was a separate 
officer ( JOavanadhyaksa ) who was entrusted with the disposal 
of the purified salt, and the collection of government dues on 
this as well as on the salt imported from outside. 2 

The treasure kept in the Treasure-house included among 
other things ratna, sara, phalgu and kupya . These four items 
comprised articles of diverse kinds from 
pearls aud precious stones to sandal wood, 
agalloehum, skins, blankets, and cloths of 
various descriptions. It will be seen shortly 
that cloths and blankets were manufactured, 
and skins stored in the two government 
departments under Sutradhyaksa (Superin- 
tendent of Weaving) and Kupyadhyctksa respectively but the 

i The English translation on this point by Dr. R. Sham a Sastri 

is faulty. 2 K., II, chs, 12, 13. 


Whether the 
Treasure-house 
had any connec- 
tion with the 
Forest Store- 
house and the 
Weaving Depart- 
ment, 
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textiles in the Treasure-house were of five qualities and com- 
prised those from places noted for their manufacture, while 
the skins kept there were valuable, and were of animals 
different from those named in connection with the forest 
store-house. 

We have examined the connection of the departments 
under the Kosaclhyaksa and PanyadhyaJcsa 

ofKostliT^ara 11 other departments. The next 

and Kupyagara two Superintendents under the Sannidhdtr 
with other de- are those of Kosthdgdra (Store-house) and 
Kupyagara (Forest Store-house). 

The articles of food and clothing needed in the several 
departments of government e.g. the Military and the Live- 
stock, as also for payments in kind made by the government 
when necessary were supplied from these two as also from 
other departments where they were stored or manufactured. 1 

The close touch of the Ayudhagara (arsenal) with the 
police and the military, as also that of the 
ai-se n al^n d°jai 1 Bandhanagara (jail) with the Dharmmthlya 

with other de- and Kanialcasodhana courts needs no men- 
partments. tion, and as regards the jail ( Bandhanagara ) 

in a town, the Nagaraka (Town-keeper) 

tora^and^he was associa ^ ec ^ management, very 

Nagaraka. probably, as subordinate to the Sanni- 

dhatr. 2 

The duties of the Samahart f may be 
Samahartr. .. . . 

divided into : 

(1) The conduct of the department entrusted with the 
maintenance of statistical records up to date as a 
permanent source of information at all times of the 
year, and with the work of land survey. The 


The touch of 
arsenal and jail 
with other de- 
partments. 


The Jail in a 
town and the 
Nagaraka. 


Samahartr. 


statistics in regard to a town were compiled under 


i For references to payment of salary etc, in kind (< bhakta ), 




K,, II, chs. 32, 33 ; V, cb. 3. 
2 K.. IT. ch. afi. 
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the direction of the N agar aka, the official in 
charge of a town. 1 

(2) The collection of all sorts of taxes and other govern- 
ment dues through officers directly under him, 
or through those of other departments, who by 
the nature of their work could realize the dues 
more conveniently, making over, subsequently, to 
the Samahartf the sums realized by them. 2 

(3) The control and supervision of the Accountant- 
General and his staff, the checking of accounts, 
endeavouring at the same time to keep down the 
expenses as far as possible. That it was part of his 
duty not merely to collect government dues and 
to exercise pressure for keeping the items of expen- 
ses as far within the prescribed limits as possible 
is evident from passages in book II, ch. 6 of the 
Kcmtillya where the items comprised in the whole 
body of expenditure {vyayasarirmn) are enumerat- 
ed in a general way as a subject requiring the 
Samahartf’s attention, and the reduction of ex- 
penditure has been mentioned as one of his duties 
(hrasam vyayasya). 

(4) It was the practice in the Kaytaha-Sodhana court 
that three Pradestys or three Amatyas would try 
cases. 3 As an Amatya (high official), the Sama- 
Jiartr could sit as one of these judges in the court 
for trying cases. This inference obtains confirma- 
tion from the opening passage of Bk. IV, ch. 9 of 
the Kcmtillya, , where the Samahartrs and the Pra- 
destfs are asked to maintain discipline in the various 
departments of government by bringing to book the 
offending heads of departments or their subordinates. 
But as there were many Amatyas (high officials), , the 
Samahartf had to sit as a judge at intervals, which 

K,, II, chs. 35, 36. 2 K„ II, ch. 6. 

See my Studies in Ancient Hindu Politv. n. ran . K TV rh, t 
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must have been long in view of the various other 
duties occupying much of his time. 

(5) The detection of offences committed by the Govern- 
ment servants in the performance of their duties 
and the collection of correct information in regard 
to matters involved in the land survey and the 
keeping of statistical records up to date by engag- 
ing the services of officers of the Department of 
Secret Intelligence were the duties of the Soma- 
li artr. 1 Of course, he was relieved in the perform- 
ance of these duties by a large number of subor- 
dinate officers of various grades, whose assistance 
made it possible for him to do justice to his multi- 
farious works. 

The &ulkddhyaksa (Superintendent of Tolls) appears to 
have been under the Sannidhatr, for sulka (toll) is included 
in the first division of government dues, the collection of 
which was supervised by the Sannidhatr. This division was 



named durgam. 2 The other divisions such as khani, setu, 
vanam mention in a general way the articles subject to the 
payment of tolls or other impositions. These articles 
are detailed in the H.cmti/lbya, II, ch. 22 with the mention 
of the sums paid on them as toll. Moreover, dvaradeya (gate- 
due) collected by the Superintendent of Tolls is included 
in the dwigarrii mentioned above. This shows in a general way 
that the Superintendent by the nature of his duties was under 
the superintendence of the Sannidhatr , and as he had no duties 
other than the collection of sulka (toll) and the like, lie 
appears to have been wholly subordinate to the Sannidhatr. 

The Sitadhyaksa (Superintendent of Agriculture) super- 
vised the raising of food crops and medicinal herbs on crown 

Sitadhyaksa. lands ’ and the Section of certain govern- 
ment dues connected with agriculture. The 
yield of crops from crown lands was stored under his care. 


I A,, It, 35 ; iv, 9 , 

T IT n„. QF.PTRMTmP TAOA 



45° MACHINERY OF ADMINISTRATION IN THE KAUTILlYA 

The Sntradhydksa (Superintendent of Weaving) was 
Sutradhyaksa. responsible for the manufacture of textiles, 
ropes etc. for use for government purposes 
mentioned in connection with the Kosthagaradhyahsa . 

The Suradhyaksa (Superintendent of Liquor) looked after 
the preparation of liquor for government use and its sale 

Suradhyaksa. in grog-shops. He also regulated the 
location of grog-shops conducted by private 
individuals, controlled them otherwise, and collected from 
them the government dues. 

It was the duty of the Sumdhyaksa (Superintendent of 
Slaughter) to prevent the molestation of birds and beasts 
Sunadhviksa declared to be under state protection or 
* • ’ living in the forest preserves of the State. 

He also supervised the butchers’ trade. 

{To be continued) 
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Necfampura Tali 



Nedumpura Tali in the Cochin State is one of the most important 
historical sites of ancient Kera]a, about which, curiously enough, 
history has been silent. A brief notice that it contains a Siva temple 
with some old inscriptions is all that is vouchsafed to us in the 
monumental work of Mr. Sewell on the Antiquities of Southern India. 

An examination of this secluded and generally unknown place and 
the unfolding of its past are rendered difficult by its comparative inac- 
cessibility to the ordinary traveller accustomed only to modern 
conveyances and means of communication. But, apart from its lithic 
documents noticed by me in a previous article, a study of its antique 
remains as well as of its existing traditions is bound to bring to 
light valuable historical materials. This will amply repay the travail 
of the tourist and sight-seer and of the patient research student, as 
it will considerably help the investigation of certain interesting 
points in Kerala history, and suggest fresh historical problems for 
solution. 

Ta]i is a village in the Talappalli Taluk of the Cochin State, about 
5 miles south of the Patfcambi Railway Station on the Malabar branch 
of the South Indian Railway and 8 miles due west of Ceruturutli on 
the Cochin State Railway, Inaccessible by road and situated in 
remote corner of the north-western part of the State, it is removed 
from all centres of civilization. Tourists getting down at the sixth mile- 
stone on the Ceruturutti-Ponnani road will have to trudge a distance 
of about 3 miles through paddy flats and well-wooded hillocks to 
reach the place. This village can also be reached from the south by 
the road running from Vatakkanceri to Nelluvaya and Titccur, the 
last village being about 4 to 5 miles south of Tali. 

The name ‘Tali/ which first meant the temple, the unit of local 
administration, and later on the manager of the temple, appears 
to have been applied to the city of Nityavicaresvaram in which it 
was situate. It is now known as Nedum Ta]i, and Nedhxmpura 
Taji, the first being a contraction of the second and different; . 
from the Netiya Tali of Kralolpatti fame or it might meam , tfce 
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Sutradhyakaa. 


The Stitradhyaksa (Superintendent of Weaving) was 
responsible for the manufacture of textiles, 
ropes etc. for use for government purposes 
mentioned in connection with the Kosthagaradhyaltsa „ 

The Suradhyaksa (Superintendent of Liquor) looked after 
the preparation of liquor for government use and its sale 
in grog-shops. He also regulated the 

' location of grog-shops conducted by private 

individuals, controlled them otherwise, and collected from 
them the government dues. 

It was the duty of the Sunadhyaksa (Superintendent of 
Slaughter) to prevent the molestation of birds and beasts 
declared to be under state protection or 
living in the forest preserves of the State. 
He also supervised the butchers’ trade. 

{To be continued) 
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Nedumpura Ta]i in the Cochin State is one of the most important 
historical sites of ancient Kera]a, about which, curiously enough, 
history has been silent. A brief notice that it contains a Siva temple 
with some old inscriptions is all that is vouchsafed to us in the 
monumental work of Mr. Sewell on the Antiquities of Southern India. 
An examination of this secluded and generally unknown place and 
the unfolding of its past are rendered difficult by its comparative inac- 
cessibility to the ordinary traveller accustomed only to modern 
conveyances and means of communication. But, apart from its lithic 
documents noticed by me in a previous article, a study of its antique 
remains as well as of its existing traditions is bound to bring to 
light valuable historical materials, This will amply repay the travail 
of the tourist and sight-seer and of the patient research student, as 
it will considerably help the investigation of certain interesting 
points in Keraja history, and suggest fresh historical problems for 
' solution. 

Tali is a village in the Talappalli Taluk of the Cochin State, about 
5 miles south of the Patfcambi Railway Station on the Malabar branch 
of the South Indian Railway and 8 miles due west of Ceruturutti on 
the Cochin State Railway, Inaccessible by road and situated in 
remote corner of the north-western part of the State, it is removed 
from all centres of civilization. Tourists getting down at the sixth mile- 
stone on the Ceruturutti-Ponnani road will have to trudge a distance 
of about 3 miles through paddy flats and well-wooded hillocks to 
reach the place. This village can also be reached from the south by 
the road running from Vatakkanceri to Nelluvaya and Titccur, the 
last village being about 4 to 5 miles south of Tali. 

The name *Tali/ which first meant the temple, the unit of local 
administration, and later on the manager of the temple, appears 
to have been applied to the city of N ity avicaresvaram in which it 
was situate, • It is now known as Ned urn Tali, and Nedun 
Tali, the first being a contraction of the second and 
from the Ne$iya Taji of Kmldpaiii fame or it mig 
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‘Great TapY especially as the deity of the pagoda is designated *Tiru- 
mattali Appan\ ‘Nedumpura Tap ? must have received its prefix 
‘Nedumpura* from Nedumpuraiyurnadu, the country in which it was 
situate, and in which the Tali temple was the grandest and most 
important pagoda. The prefix distinguishes it from other places 
which continue to have the affix ‘Tali’ added on to them. 

According to one tradition these Taps were the seats of the 
Perumals who ruled over Kerala. These Perumals are said to have 
frequently toured about the country and given the name of ‘Tap* 
to their palaces, and the residences of their councillors, the four 
Tapyatiris. It is likely that some of them were the seats of the local 
potentates including the scions of the early Perumal family shut out 
from regal succession by the law of Maru mak kathayam, of the princes 
who became the ancestors of some of the royal houses like the Purapsans 
of Katfcayam (North Malabar), the Ayirur Svarupam, the Quilon royal 
family, etc. They had their miniature courts and generals similar 
to those attending on the suzerain Perumal. 

There is some basis for this tradition, since we find that we have 
definite historical data to prove that many of these Taps were once 
the capitals of pro-consuls, e.g,, Nileswaram Tap, Raman Tap, Kolik- 
kottu Tali, the Cranganur Taps, the Katatturutti (Vatakkenkur) and 
Timnakkara (Tekkenkur) Taps. Nedumpura Tap might, therefore, 
well have been the capital of the Nedumpuraiyurnacl Chief. 

Traditionally, these Taps number about eighteeivand~a»haif, the 
half-Tap being the Ara-Tap of Cranganur, said to have been converted, 
with royal permission into the present Kodimgu Mosque, Nedum- 
pura Tap is said to have been the most important of these Taps, as 
it had a famous and richly endowed temple with about 108 shrines 
within its Sanketam or sacredotal and temporal jurisdiction. 

Even to-day relics of these are visible through the labyrinth of 
ruins scattered about the plain, barely two furlong to the east of 
the principal temple of Nedumpura Tap and separated from it by 
means of the Arakulam. This latter is a wonderful “half-tank” 
similar to the lake, Ara Kulam, of the Imperial Capital of 
Cranganur, about half a mile by a quarter of a mile in size. 
Half of the Arakulam of Nityavicare§varam is now used for 
paddy cultivation, and the rest is choked up with rubbish from the 
neighbouring plains. The open space in the east of it is literally 
strewn with the wreckage of centuries, the most striking being the 
granite idols, some of enormous' size, These rear their heads over 
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the tops of every woody ridge and through every cluster of trees In 
the homesteads of the poor Moplah peasantry of the locality. One of 
these lingams , perched on the top of a hill more than 40 feet high, is 
about 6*4 feet high. Its upper portion is circular and is 4 feet in 
altitude with a circumference of about 7% feet, while the lower part is 
hexagonal in shape. This image, popularly and correctly styled ‘the 
Tatiyan Tovar* or ‘Big’ £ 3 iva Lingam, is set up on a pltkam or basement 
of granite, 4ft. 9 in. square and one foot high. The original temple 
appears to have been approachable from the ground below by a flight 
of stone-paved steps which have now disappeared almost completely. 
Remains of similar temples with slightly smaller idols as well as the 
vestiges of more than a dozen wells can be found all over the place. 1 

Apart from historical records, existing local traditions about whole- 
sale conversions to Islam, destruction of temples in the Ponnani Taluk 
and the construction of a well-built fort at a strategical position 


1 Systematic conservation alone can save from imminent des- 
truction the still surviving traces of the pristine glory of a parochial 
civilisation which preserved the best fruits of Hindu culture and the 
manifold achievements of the Malayans in the arts, architecture and 
art-crafts. Already, many causes have greatly contributed to the rapid 
dispersion of many of these extant traces that have survived the 
ravages of time, and only a few massive idols and granite slabs 
remain, the solitary remnants of imposing edifices which have for 
many centuries defied all human efforts to dislodge or transport 
them. 

Apart from conservation, the imperative necessity of commencing 
excavation operations on a systematic scale and under' able and 
expert direction is more and more keenly felt. Unlike In many 
other places, the area over which the temple exercised immediate 
jurisdiction, i.e., the A mbalapparaw bu or temple site, is almost clearly 
marked out by the presence of monuments, and hence the task of digg- 
ing up the remains is comparatively easy. But the swift advance of 
time and the swifter action of man will complicate tenfold the diffi- 
culties of the archaeologist in laying bare to the public the various Ins- 
criptlonal and art treasures lying entombed in this benighted region. 
In fact, even now the action of the landords of the place In filling 
up the Arakulam— which be a fait accomplishes introduced another 


element of confusion in the matter of < 


ill!® 
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at Kurrnad by TIpu Sultan, lend support to the view that he had 
some hand in the downfall of this premier city of the Nedumpuraiyur 
Chiefs. For Kurrnad is situated about 6 miles north-west of Tali 
and at the junction of two important commercial land routes, 
the Palghat-Ponnani road and its branch to Kunnamkulam and 
ultimately to Cavakkad and Trcur. 

With a well-endowed old temple which had attached to itself a 
large number of Siva shrines, Tali might well have been the capital of 
an important principality, There are even now traces to show that the 
Ayirur Svarupam, a collateral branch of the present Patihnarriyedatt 
Svarupam or the Cranganur royal family, exercised in the early 
medieval period some sort of authority over Tali and the neighbour- 
ing parts, especially towards the west. The Raja of Ayirur is said 
to have possessed a palace called the Ayirur Kovilakam in Celur 
deham adjacent to the Tali deham and now merged into it. He is 
believed to have owned the Bhadrakali temple of &vl Vlrasthanam, 
popularly called Tiruvittanikkavu, now administered by an Adigal 
family who claims its ownership and who performs the worship in 
it like the Adigals of the Cranganur Bhagavatl temple. This shrine 
is barely half a mile to the west of the premier Siva temple. Tali itself 
is half-way between the traditional and original seat of the Ayirur fami- 
ly in Vannerinad, some 6 miles south of Ponnani, and their next 
known capital Palappetti, now a petty village in the Kannamkulam 
amham of the Ponnani Taluk of South Malabar, 4 miles south-west 
of Trprayar and x8 miles south of Cetwai creek. 

Another relic is a strong fort located a furlong to the north of the 
temple and built throughout of brick and laterite, on the summit of a 
high hill, about a mile in circumference. This citadel had a deep moat, 
now mostly filled up with mud and masses of cyclopean masonry carried 
by the torrents from the hill- top above and the high ramparts around. 

I Thfe fortress probably faced the west, the deep rectangular cut made 
by the outway towards the centre being clearty visible on that side. 
It was probably also connected by a 'bridge (now lost) with another 
hill of the same height to its north, as may be inferred from the ex- 
istence of a long mound of earth of the same level between the two 
hills. The crown of the last hill is wide enough to have provided 
space for a bastion or turret in which a strong reserve force could be 
safely lodged, ready for any emergency. On the principal hill is a 
small eminence containing a crater-like hollow, the evident traces 
of a watch-tower. 




1 Vide The Annual Report of the Director-General of Archaeology 
in India t 1905-6— the inscriptions of Parantaka I at Tirunamanall ur, 

2 Epigraphia Indies vol. Ill, p, 68, 

3 Indian Antiquary , vol, XX, pp, 285-92, 
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This fort is now designated the Cerama-n Kotfca, the fort of 
Ceraman Perumal, by a people who love to assign eveything ancient 
to Geraman Perumal, the eponymous hero of popular tradition in 
Kerala. It most probably belonged to the Naduvali (or provincial 
ruler) and was occupied by the Paiamyar {Senapati, Commander) of 
Nedumpuraiyurnadu, mentioned in the epigraphs in the temple at Tali. 

Nedumpuraiyurnadu seems to have comprised the major portion 
of the Talappalli Taluk and extended right up to the eastern borders 
of Palghat and included it. This province was divided into many 
sub-divisions, none of which are named in the Tali inscriptions. 
The name of one of them, Vaccanadu, the country about Mahkarai ! 
on the Pottanur-Soranur portion of the South Indian Railway, has, 
however, come down to us ; for Kandan Kaman, a native of Mahkarai 
in this sub-division of Nedumpuraiyurnadu, is mentioned along with 
other chiefs of Malainadu in the retinue of Prince Rajaditya Cola, 
son of Parakesari Parantaka L l 

This Nedumpuraiyurnadu has also been mentioned in the Cochin 
plates of Ehaskara Ravi Varma 2 3 as the territory of Kotai Sri Kanthan 
and Kotai Ravi who witnessed that document. Dr. Hultzsch, when 
Government Epigraphist, identified it with Palakkadu (Palghat) and 
with the Puraigilannadu of the Tirunelli grant. 5 Though the latter 
equation is incorrect, his identification of Nedumpuraiyurnadu with 
Palghat is confirmed by surviving relics. The most significant of these 
is that the Palghat Accans (called also the Rajas of the Tarur Svaru- : 
pam), the descedants of the Palghat Rajas, are still using the name of 
Nedumpuraiyurnadu for their ancestral kingdom in their AriyiUuvalcca 
— a purificatory ceremony accompanied with the throwing at the claim- 
ant to the throne, of raw uncooked rice sanctified by mantras, which 
was an essential preliminary to the Kiriiam Veccu Valcca or coronation. 

There is also a tradition that the ancestors of the Palghat Rajas 
emigrated from the western to the eastern parts and fixed their capi- 
tal at Palghat, or more probably at Nedumpuraiyur, an old city on 
the Palghat road. They are said to have given part of their territories i 
in the Afcavanad amwm of the Ponnani Taluk to Aluvanceri Tam- 



456 SOME HISTORICAL SITES AND MONUMENTS OF KERALA 

purakkal, the great primate of Kerala. This amsain lies only a few 
miles to the north-west of Tali. As the emigration is said to have 
taken place before the Kohnanpada of 917 A.C. we may understand 
why the Tali inscriptions do not refer to the NacLuvali as residing at 
Tali. 

A preliminary examination of the antiquities of the place in the 
light of local traditions and subsequent history, therefore, brings to 
light that this historic site was the seat of a prominent Naduvali or 
Patamyar —* that of Nedumpuraiyurnadu — and that it was the resi- 
dence of the Ayirur Svarupam. It is a point for careful investiga- 
tion as to which of these chiefs first occupied the place, whe n the 
Ayirur family emigrated to Ta}i and from there to Palappetti (their 
capital in historic times) and when the Palghat Accans came 
to be separated from the Cochin Rajas who were their relatives 
according to tradition. 

A. Govinda War jar 



Assamese Historical Literature* 

The talented compiler of the Gupta inscriptions penned the follow- 
ing lines deploring the absence of ancient historical compilations 
in India : “Rich as have been their bequests to us in other lines, 
the Hindus have not transmitted to us any historical works which 

can be accepted as reliable for very early times., It is, indeed, very 

questionable whether the ancient Hindus ever possessed the true 
historical sense in the shape of the faculty of putting together 
genuine history on broad and critical lines/' 1 This statement would 
have been qualified to a great extent if it had been known that the 



Assamese people have preserved regular chronicles of their country 
from very early times. This claim is substantiated by what Sir George 
Abraham Grierson said several years ago in the Linguistic Survey of 
India : “The Assamese are justly proud of their national literature. 
In no department have they been more successful than in a branch 

of study in which India, as a rule, is curiously deficient ...The 

historical works or Buranjis, as they are styled by the Assamese, are 
numerous aad voluminous. According to the custom of the country, 
a knowledge of the Buranjis was an indispensable qualification to an 
Assamese gentleman/ 2 

Anandaram Dhekial Phukan, the first Assamese to receive the 
light of western culture, and to rise to the rank of a District 
Magistrate at the age of twenty-seven, wrote so early as 1855 ; *Tn 
no department of literature do the Assamese appear to have been 
more successful than in history. Remnants of historical works that 
treat of the times of Bhagadatta, a contemporary of Raja YudhF 
sbhira, are still in existence. The chain of historical events, however, 
since the last 600 years, has been carefully preserved, and their 
authenticity can be relied upon, It would be difficult to name all 
the historical works, or as they are styled by the Assamese, Butanjis # 


# Read at the Fifth Session of the All-India Oriental Conferei 
held at Lahore in .November, 1928. 

1 Dr, J. F, Fleet's Indian Epigraphy , reprinted from the Impel 
Gazetteer of India, vol. II, pp. 3 and 5, 

2 Linguistic Survey of India, vol I, part I, Introductory, p* ijd 
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They are numerous and voluminous. According to the custom of the 
country, a knowledge of the Buranjis was an indispensable qualifica- 
tion in an Assamese gentleman, and every family of distinction, 
and specially the Government and public officers, kept the most 
minute records of historical events, prepared by the learned Pundits 
of the country.” 1 

Of these Buranjis, a few have been recovered while many others 
are still in the possession of ancient families. They are written in fast- 
coloured ink on polished strips of the bark of Saci ( Aquilaria 
Agallocha ) tree. We may classify these chronicles under three main 
heads, confining our remarks to those which we have ourselves seen 
and gone through : 

1. Desultory chronicles of the Hindu kings of Kamarupa, from 
Bhagadatta to the conquest of Assam by the Ahoms, a 
Shan tribe, in 1228 A.C. 

2. Chronicles of the Ahom kings of Assam from 1228 to the 
termination of their rule in 1826, continued up to 1838 A.C., 
or even later. 

3. Chronicles of countries other than Assam. 

Besides the above three classes there are other chronicles supple- 
menting and amplifying the information found in the former, viz., 
dynastic archives and chronicles, family histories or VarpSavalls, 
chronicles of the religious institutions or Satria Buranjis, and metrical 
chronicles dealing with the lives of religious pontiffs and founders of 
the numerous religious creeds and monasteries of Assam. 2 

1 . -Chronicles of Early Kamarupa Rulers . — History and tradition 
are interwoven in the texture of these chronicles, and none of them 
give an exhaustive survey of all the rulers, though attempts are 
made to indicate the chronology by the mention of succeeding dynas- 
ties with the names of their prominent representatives. One feels that 
the crude chroniclers have committed ‘the fault of treating contem- 
poraneous dynasties as successive ones’. Some names occurring here are 
to be found in the inscriptions of Kamarupa kings published from 


1 Anandaram Phukan : A Few Remarks on the Assamese 
Language , 1855, p. 45 ff. 

2 For a detailed classification of Assamese Buranjis see S. K, 
Bhuyan’s New Lights oti Mogul India from Assamese Sourcesi pub- 
lished in the Islamic Culture , July, 1928, pp, 324-27. 
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time to time in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal and the 
Epigraphia IndicaP 

According to these chronicles, the earliest kings of Assam or Kama- 
rupa was Mahiranga-danava, son of Brahma, who had his capital at 
Moiroka near Gauhati. He was succeeded by Hatakasur, Sambarasur 
and Ratnasur. The last king was killed by Visnu, who installed 
Narakasur on the throne of Pragjyotisa. After the death of Naralca in 
the hands of Srlkrsna, the great Bhagadatta of Kuruksetra fame sat 
on the throne of Kamarupa, Discrepancies are noticeable in the 
enumeration of the successors of Bhagadatta, and we come across the 
following names : Bhagadatta’s son Dharmapala, his son Kamapaia, his 
son Prthvipala, and numerous other kings of the Bhagadatta line, ex- 
tending over nineteen generations, each ruler reigning for a period of 
105 to 125 years. Then came a king of another dynasty, named 
Madhava, whose son Laksmlpala invaded Gauda, and died after a reign 
of 74 years. Laksmlpala’s son Subahu, Savanga in some chronicles, de- 
tained the horse let loose by Raja Vikramaditya in connection with 
his Asvamedha sacrifice. Vikramaditya invaded Pragjyotispura, and 
rescued his sacrificial horse after vanquishing Subahu, who then re- 
tired to the Himalayas with his wife and children. He was succeeded 



by his minister Sumati, though he had a son, Subala, who joined 
his father in his penances. There were 21 kings of the dynasty of 
Madhava. Then a Ksatriya named Jitari, who belonged to the 
Dravida country, occupied the throne of Kamarupa and assumed 
the name Dharmapala, and brought to Assam several families of 
Brahmanas and Kayasthas from Gauda and Kanauj. Dharmapala’s 
son Satanik, also known as Ratnapala or Raktasimha, invaded the 
Gauda kingdom, and was succeeded by his son Somaplla. The 
Ksatriya dynasty founded by Jitari ruled for eight, according to 
some manuscripts, seventeen generations, the last being Ramacandra 
or Pratapasimha, whose son through Candraprabha, named Sasanka 
or Arimatta, became ruler of all the four pit has of Kamarupa, —Ratna, 
Kama, Svarna and Saumara. Arimatta constructed a huge rampart, 
which is known as Vaidyargarh up to this day ; he was defeated by 
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the Invader Phingua of the royal family of Karnata, who had learned* 
the vulnerable point In the war-methods of Arimatta from the latter V 
wife Raktamala. Phingua murdered Raktamala, but he himself was 
killed by Arimatta’s son Raktasimha or Gajahka, who then ascended 
the throne of his father. Gajahka was succeeded by his son Suka- 
ranka, and the latter by Mrganka* Arimatta’s descendants ruled 
for four generations, for the period of 240 years, from mka 1160 to. 
1400. Mrgahka was childless, and he died of consumption, as , a 
punishment for carrying on secret liason with a Brahmana woman.. 
With Mrgahka, the long line of Hindu rulers of Assam came to an 
end. Kamarupa then became divided into numerous principalities,, 
governed by the Barabhuyans and others who were gradually subdued 
by the Ahoms. The kingdom was invaded by Hussain Shah, Bad- 
shah of Gauda. Cooch Beliar then rose into prominence under Visva- 
sirnha in the first half of the sixteenth century. 1 

The above synopsis, which has been based on manuscript chronic-, 
les, without any attempt to divest the narrative of its native crude- 
ness, will convince the reader that a systematic attempt was made 
in old Assam to record at least the traditions, which have been re-, 
garded as a subsidiary source of history, specially when they receive 
corroboration from other authoritative records, such as inscriptions. 
The original narrative of the Buranjis might have been drawn from 
written records which have now been lost, and which may eventually 
come to light when a more systematic, vigorous and organised attempt 
is made to recover and examine all the manuscripts lying in the. 
archives of Assamese families. Epigraphic records, hitherto dis- 
coverd, tend more to corroborate in substance than to contradict the 
account given above, making ample allowance for the absence of the 
critical spirit which is mainly a modern product. At least, It 
has not been proved that any of the facts is of doubtful authenticity 
except from the chronological point of view. . . „ 

Inscriptjonal evidence helps us to trace the following rulers of 


1 This account of the early Kamarupa rulers is based on two India 
Office manuscripts, transcripts of which are in the library of the 
Kamarupa AnusanclMna Samiti, Gauhati. I have also consulted 
Haliram Dhekial Phukan’s (father of Anandaram quoted ante) 
History of Assam in Bengali published in 1829. Phukan appears 
to have drawn his materials from ms. chronicles, of the class 
described In this paper. 
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Kamarupa Naraka, Bhagadatta, Vajradatta, interval, 1 Pusyavarman, . 
Samudravarman, Balavarman I, Kalyanavarman, Ganapativarman,. 
Bhaskaravarman, interval, Susthitavarman alias Mrganka, Supras- 
thitavarman, Bhaskaravarman, interval, Salastambha, Vigrahastambha, . 
Palakastambha, VIjayastambha, interval . (?), ^rl-Haris, interval, . 
Pralambha, Harjjara, Vanamala, Jayamala, Balavarman II, interval,. 
Tyagasimha, Brahmapala, Ratnapala, Purandarapala, interval, Tisya- 
deva, Vaidyadcva. The non-recurrence of most- of these names in 
the chronicles may be due to the following reasons : First, the epigra- 
phic texts were composed by learned scholars under the strict super- 
vision of ministers to be finally approved by the monarch, an d in 
consultation with authentic dynastic records, where laudatory ex-:- 
aggerations may creep in, as in the case of the Mandasor Inscrption 
of Yasodharman 2 * but never an inaccuracy with regard to the names, 
of persons or places. As a reward for his labour the composer's name 
occasionally goes down to posterity being . engraved in the con- 
cluding part of the inscription, like Mahadan*ianayaka Harisena; 
of the Allahabad Inscription of Samudragupta. The kings are men- 
tioned by . their honorific appellations, rather than by their popular 
titles, except on very rare occasions, when the popular, name had some, 
widespread significance as in the. case of Bhaskaravarman’s father 
Susthitavarman, whose alternative name Mrganka also figures in 
the Nidhanpur copper-plate, a title which Hamsavega mentioned- 
before Emperor Harsavardhana. 8 The chronicles of. the early period 
mainly written for popular instruction generally inserted the names by 
which the. monarchs were known widely among their .subjects, 
Arimatta, who like king Arthur is the central figure of an extern, 
sive cycle of legends, is never known as ^asajika, which name, 
occurs curiously in one chronicle only. So we believe some of the 
chronicle kings of Kamarupa may be identical with the sovereigns, 
of the. epigraphic records. Secondly, the inscriptions hitherto dis- 
covered do not help us to trace the missing links ; and intervals, 
of hundreds .of. years, as in the case of Vajradatta and Pusyavarman, 


1 According to Yuan Chwang, the dynasty of Bhagadatta had beehj 

ruling for 3,000 years when he visited Kamarupa ; so the interval 

between Vajradatta and Pusyavarman may be roughly computed, at 
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remain still unbridged. The chronicle kings might have reigned in 
these intervals. 

Now let us turn to the epigraphic corroborations of the chronicle 
account. In all the inscriptions and Hindu classics, Bhagadatta is 
regarded as the founder of the dynasty of kings, known after his 
name, and known also as the Bhauma or Kaumra dynasty. 1 The 
chronicles give Dharmapala as the name of Bhagadatta’s successor, 
against Vajradatta in the inscriptions. Dharmapala is a generic 
title, being assumed also by the first Dravidian king of Kamarupa, 
Jitari. Vajradatta might have been known also as Dharmapala, which 
has been used by our traditionalist chronicler, leaving the more ac- 
curate dynastic name Vajradatta to the official composer. 

Another king of Kamarupa, Subahu, is said to have intercepted 
the sacrificial horse of Vikramaditya, evidently a powerful ruler of 
Northern India. As this tradition has a more general interest we will 
scrutinise it somewhat minutely. The generic character of the name 
Vikramaditya has now been established beyond question. But who 
was this particular Vikramaditya who vanquished the Kamarupa king, 
Subahu, the last king of the post-Bhagadatta dynasty ? There are 
four recorded conflicts between Kamarupa and rulers of Northern India. 

(a) Kamarupa was one of the kingdoms whose rulers, Pratyanta- 
n;patis, fulfilled the imperious commands, and obeyed the orders 
of the Indian Napoleon, Samudragupta, as we learn from the Allaha- 
bad Inscription, which however does not give any account of the 
conquest or subjugation of Kamarupa beyond mere reference to the 
event. It is a well-known fact that the Imperial Guptas favoured 
the recrudescence of Hinduism, and that Samudragupta, who has been 
styled Asvamedha-Parakrama in a coin, restored the ASvamedha 
sacrifice, which was in abeyance perhaps since the time of Pusya- 
mitra. The conqueror performed the ceremony with great splendour, 
and millions of gold and silver coins were distributed among 
Brahmagas. An inscribed stone figure of the horse is now in the 
Lucknow Museum, though the inscription which was visible before 
is now almost effaced. 2 Samudragupta’s son Candragupta II is 
regarded as one of the Indian Vikramadityas, during whose reign 


1 Bhauma is applied to a ruler of Naraka’s race in Ratnapala’s 
grant, while Kaumra is used as the name of the dynasty to which 
Vajradatta belonged in Indrapala’s grant. Vide JASB, 1897, p. 124. 

2 Smith’s Early History of India , p, 288. 
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Kalidasa is supposed to have flourished. The poet's description of 
Raghu’s victory over the Kamarupa king, 1 who was vanquished 
in his own territory by the imperial invader, might be an echo of the 
actual defeat of the ruler of Assam in the hands of the father of the 



poet’s patron. It is one of the most rational historical mistakes in 
record that our chronicles transferred the title Vikramaditya from son 
to father; and besides, who knows that the Indian Napoleon himself 
was not a Vikramaditya ? 

(&) According to the Mandasor Stone Inscription, Yasodharman 
extended his territories up to the Lohitya. The achievements of 
this ruler as recorded in the inscription have been held as an instance 
of panegyric grandiloquence j and his name is not mentioned in 
any other contemporary document, except a few inscriptions, which 
would be impossible if he had been a Vikramaditya. 

{c) The Aphsad Inscription refers to the victory of Mahasena- 
gupta of the later Gupta family over Susthitavarman, the fame of 
which heroic deed was heard on the banks of the Lohitya during 


the reign of Mahasenagupta’s grandson Adityasena, some seventy or 
eighty years after. Discarding the theory that Susthitavarman was 



a Maukhari king, and taking him to be a Kamarupa ruler, father 
of Bhaskaravarman, 2 3 we have no additional data to connect the 
Mahasenagupta-Susthitavarmao contest with our chronicler’s Vikra- 
maditya-Subahu campaign. 

(d) According to the account of the chronicle, the last king of 
Naraka’s .line was ousted by Madhava, who had 20 successors, the 
last being Subahu who was defeated by a Vikramaditya. The copper- 
plate of Ratnapala (J A SB, 1898, p. 1 14) states that Naraka’s dynasty 
was overthrown by £klastambha, a great king of the Mlecchas. 
Salastambha had 20 successors the last being Tyagasimha. The 
grant of Vanamaladeva (JASB, 1840), says that Pralambha, father 
of Harjjaravarman,® destroyed his enemies and took action against 
those who were enemies to his ancestors, from Salastambha to Srl- 
harsa. In the inscription of Jayadeva Paracakrakama, the Lic- 
chavi king of Nepal, Harsadeva is mentioned as father of Rajya- 


1 Ragkuvamba, canto 4, vv. 81-85. 

2 The name Susthitavarman does not occur in any M. 
coin or record. 

3 In the rock inscription at Tezpur.of the reign of Harjjarav 
where the Gupta era 510 has been used, corresponding to 8*8-3? 
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mati, born of the royal family of Bhagadatta, a compliment which has 
not been paid to her father Harsadeva, probably because Rajyamati’s 
relationship with the Bhagadatta family was derived from the female 
line. 1 2 One thing is clear from this inference, that Rajyamati’s 
mother etc. being of the family of Bhagadatta, Harsadeva must 
be of a non-Bhagadatta family, a conclusion which agrees with the 
evidence of the chronicle account and Vanamala’s grant read with 
that of Ratnapala. Prof. S. Krsnasvami Aiyangar surmises that 
Harsadeva of the Nepal Inscription is the same as ^rl-Harsa of 
Vanamala’s grant. The learned historian points to the possibility of 
Harsadeva of Kamarupa and lord of Gauda, Odra, Kaliiiga and 
KoSala being the Gauda ruler who was defeated by Yasovarman of 
Kanauj, as described in the Prakrt poem Gauclavaho, i.e., Gaudavadha 
or slaying of the Bengal ruler. B Yasovarman was a veritable Vikra- 
maditya, being patron of Bhavabhuti and Vakpatiraja, author of the 
Gaudavaho. May we not take the Vikramaditya-Subahu conflict to be 
identical with the Yasovarman-Harsadeva war? 

The chronicles have preserved a large mass of folklore which 
is still to be found in oral traditions among the people, some 
being associated with many ancient sites and ruins of the Assam 
valley. We hesitate to dismiss the account as untrustworthy, for the 
paucity of data with which they can be verified, and which may be 
forthcoming when long-continued investigations will place at our 
disposal a larger volume of facts. There are instances where tradition 
has preceded history. I will cite only one instance. An historical ballad 
procured by me from a villager, dealing with the adventure of Badan- 
candra Barphukan, the Ahom Viceroy of Gauhati, who brought over the 
Burmese to Assam in 1817, gives the picture of an Assamese princess, 
■Rangili by name, the queen of King Bodowapaya of Ava, 3 Accord- 


1 The inscription was deciphered by Dr. Bhagawanlal Indrajl, 
in the Ind, Antiquary . vol, ix, The date of the inscrp, corresponds 
to A.C. 758-59. 

2 Forgotten Episodes in the History of Mediaeval India, 

Dec. 1926, p. 327. The two questions, 1st., whether Susthitavar- 
man of the Aphsad Inscription was king of Kamarupa ; 2nd. whether 
Harsadeva is of non-Bhagadatta origin, discussed in S, K. Bhuyan’s 
“Copper-plate and Stone Inscriptions of Old Assam”. 

3 Barphukanar Git , ed. by S, K. Bhuyan, reviewed in JRAS, 
1925* Pp. 763-768. 
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ing to the ballad, Rangili was responsible for securing for Badancandra 
the good graces of the Burmese monarch, who lent the supplicant a 
strong Burmese detachment with which he returned to Assam. This 
episode was never before known, not being mentioned in any history 
published up to date. Subsequent investigations proved that RangtlPs 
intercession was an historical fact, which received further corrobora- 
tion from the Diary of Capt. Hiram Cox, the British Resident at 
Ava. 1 


With regard to these chronicles, the duty of the future investigator 
will be to extricate the historical substance from the large mass of 
narratives of a traditional character. Whatever might be their value, 
they at least help us to sketch the outline of the ancient history of 
Kamarupa provisionally, and not entirely in an unconnected form. 

2 . Chronicles of the Ahom Rulers , 1228-1838. Our claim 
that Assam is an exception to the complaint made by Western 
scholars regarding the paucity of historical literature among the 
Hindus is based upon chronicles dealing with the events of the 
Ahom period. The Ahoms were a member of the great Shan race, 
to which the peoples of Burma aud Siam also belong. The Siamese 


I*. - 

i : > * : ! 


and the Burmese have maintained voluminous chronicles of their 
countries, known as P’ongsawadans and Azaivins respectively, which 
show their historical instincts, though not critical according to our 
modern conception. The introduction of historiography into Assam 
by the Ahoms was one of the greatest cultural contributions which 
they made to their land of adoption. At the same time, there' is room 
for doubt that the contact of Assam with Kasmir, the only other 
Hindu country which can boast of any historical literature, through 
king Meghavahana, the consort of the Kamarupa princess Amrta- 
prabha,® and through the Invasion of Muktaplda Lalitaditya, might 
also be responsible for the historical predilections of the Assamese 
people. The question has not yet been finally settled. 

Whatever may be the contributory factors, Assam possesses a 
voluminous mass of chronicles. They are known as Buranjis, which 
is an Ahom word, literally meaning *a store that teaches the ignorant/ 
They were compiled under the supervision of government officials, and 
the chroniclers were given free access to all the necessary state papers, 

1 Rangili \ by Benudhar Sarma, published in Ba/u\ vol xv, 


1 Rangili, 
p. 492. 


Rajatarangini, tr, A, S 

il i lliilli 
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including despatches from local administrators and commanders en- 
gaged in civil and military operations, diplomatic correspondence, court 
minutes recorded day to day, as well as proceedings of important 
judicial trials. Attached to the secretariat there was an army of 
scribes under an officer called Likhakar Barua or superintendent of 
the department of writers. Buranjis were also compiled by the nobles 
under their immediate supervision or by themseles. Copies of chro- 
nicles were taken by persons who wanted to preserve in their archives 
a representative collection of puthis or manuscripts. The result was 
that every family of distinction managed to have a Buranji in its pos- 
session. 1 

A knowledge of history was an indispend able factor in the cultural 
equipment of an Assamese gentleman. It was a part of the training 
imparted to the children of princes and nobles. A few pages of a 
Buranji were recited in royal marriages. It was even believed that 
the future could be ascertained by consulting hand-written chronicles. 
All this tended to convert the secular Buranjis into religious scriptures. 
In A.C. 1803, an Ahom officer named $rlnath Duara Barbarua had a 
history compiled of the kings of Tungkhungiya dynasty, who reigned 
from 1682 to the termination of Ahom rule. The preamble to this 
chronicle testifies to the esoteric veneration with which Buranjis were 
looked upon in old Assam : 

“Salutation to &rikrsna ! Salutation to Ganesa J Salutation to 
Parvatl ! This is the Buranji compiled in Safca 1725 under the orders 
of the Duara Barbarua. Keep it secretly. Do not give it to your 
son if you have no confidence in him. Pandits have prohibited the 
betrayal of princes, and if trust is violated it amounts to an insult 
shown to one's mother. So keep it confidential ; more specially 
it is an unfathomable Sastra ; who ever finds its end ? Even great 
sages become victims of mistakes; so Pandits should not at random 
find fault with this book, for if one is bent upon detecting blemishes 
he will find many. This is the chronicle of the Swargadeos or kings 
of the Tungkhungiya dynasty* This history was written on Thursday, 
the twenty-second of Phalgun, on the PaOcaml TithiP 2 

The chronicles are mutually corroborative and supplementary. 


1 The subject of Assamese historiography has been discussed 
in S. K, Bhuyan’s Ahomar Din\ pp. 89-92, 

2 This chronicle is being translated into English by S* K, Bhuyati 
for the Assam Government 
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Inaccuracies and mis-statements are rare except those arising from ■ 
scribal ignorance or idiosyncrasy. The portions relating to the con- 
flicts with the Muhammadans are materially corroborated in the corres- 
ponding Persian chronicles. 1 Facts are mentioned accurately to the 
hour and the minute. We cite two instances from a manuscript chro- 
nicle, part of which was published in the first Assamese magazine, 
Arunodoi in 1852; 

(i) "On Saturday, the 1 3th of Sravan, in the year 1565 Saka, on- 
the sixth danda at night, the queen said to the brother of the king — 
‘It is your son who killed my son, I will slay him in turn. So bring 
him out. 

(ii) “Not being able to disregard the request of the Dangarias 
(i.e., the three ministers), the Baruas and the other officers, the 
Kuonria prince ascended the throne on the morning of Saturday the 
13th of Bhadra, Saka 15 60.” 

In the process of conserving the deeds of the people with a re- 
markable realism, the Buranjis have become endowed with human 



interest, instead of being dry-as-dust chronicles of court-events. 
We shall quote an example from a voluminous chronicle of the reign 
of LaksmI Simha, 1769-1780. A wordly-minded Vaisnavite Ahom 
noble, being importuned to accept initiatory mantras from a&akt; 
Gosain or religious head, replied as follows: 

“I am the son of an Ahom, what mantras have we got ? We are 
all bewildered by the bait of worldliness. If we take mantras and sit 
down for a moment to utter them, the children will cry, the women- 
folk of the house will break the silence of the atmosphere by their 
gossips, our retainers and tenants will give out a vociferous howl, 
commands will come from the king to proceed to his presence at 
once. So, how will one bring his mantras to perfection? So we,- 
the sons of the Ahoms, have all agreed to cherish the religion as; 
propounded in the Bhagavat, So, why should we be offered the 
mantras ?” 

Patriotic utterances are not rare in these chronicles. The Moa* 
maras, a Vaisnava sect, were once insulted by a Sakta sovereign,' 
Queen PhuleSvarl, consort regnant of Siva Simha (1714-44). They 


1 Some instances of the confirmation of Assamese accounts 
sian chronicles were mentioned in S. K. Bhuyan’s M irjumla ai 
Singha in Assam , published in the “Journal of Indian History’' 
1926. - 
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marshalled their forces and raised the standard of revolt, and thereby 
caused a civil war in the country which had a very disastrous con- 
sequence, Laksml Simlia fled from the capital and took shelter 
in an old fortress with his ministers and dependants. The nobles 
offered him two alternatives, one to surrender to the rebels and 
the other to proceed to Lower Assam with a view to collect an army 
to oust the insurgents. The Chief Executive Officer, Klrticandra 
Barbarua championed the second proposal, and said : 

“The duty of a Ksatriya is to fight as long as there is life in his 
body. If victorious he enjoys the powers and blessings of sover- 
eignty ; if dead he goes to heaven. If he desists from fighting he 
earns disgrace in a life hereafter, while in this world he has to lead 
a life of subservience to others. As he has perpetually to carry 
out the commands of others, he becomes subjected to fright, humilia- 
tion and pain. He has to live in eternal solicitation of death. 
This is certainly a dire distress. When a king becomes subjected to 
the monarch of another country, diplomatic measures should be 
adopted so that the conqueror may return to his own kingdom. On 
h?s retirement the subdued prince should remain in preparedness 
with his army; and when opportunities present themselves for action 
he should act promptly and reinstate himself in his lost suzerain power 

The wicked have never consistently maintained their vows of 

friendship with the pious. The wicked have no forgiveness and piety. 
So none of the king’s adherents will be spared by the rebels. If 
nothing untoward happens to His Majesty, he will at least have some 
mental anxiety and displeasure $ his nobles and followers also will 
share the same ; it will then be impossible for the king to collect 
adherents like ourselves, A person acquires a petty job by parting 
with large sums of money and other articles ; still he is reluctant to 
give it up. If anybody asserts that the Moamaras will retire to the 
forest after attaining the position of a Raja'cakmvariin i Your Majes- 
ty should by no means believe in such words,” 1 

The warning of the Barbarua was ignored, with the result that 
the rebels seized the persons of the king and his nobles, and ran the 
government in their name for some time, Klrticandra was pressed to 
death under two wooden cylinders ; and the country became plunged 
in anarchy and 


I See An Assamese JSfur Jahan by S, K, Bhuyan, reviewed in 

JRAS, July, 1927, 



ASSAMESE HISTORICAL LITERATURE 


Let us quote a patriotic speech uttered under more favourable 
circumstances. The western limit of the ancient Kamarupa was ex- 
tended up to the river Karatoya, In course of time Kamarupa 
became much reduced in size. In the first half of the sixteenth cen- 
cury, the Ahoms chased the invader Turhak as far as the Karatoya, 
but for diplomatic reasons the boundary was pushed further east? 
and rested on the river Manaha, opposite Goalpara. The greatest 
of the Ahom rulers, Rudra Simha, 1696*1714, cherished the ambition 
of restoring the limits of the once extensive kingdom of Kamarupa, 
and made colossal preparations for the same enterprise. We shall 
quote an extract from the proceedings of the war-council, convened 
specially to discuss the scheme, as we have got them recorded In a 
manuscript chronicle : 

“Barpatra Gohain’s speech : The territories bordering on the Kara- 
toya are ours. The enemies have got possession of them only on 
account of our Indifference* and inaction. The duty of a king is to 
destroy the enemy, and to recover lost possessions with a view to 
preserve the ancient boundaries of his kingdom. We have a large 
fleet (Nawarra) and naval soldiers, and abundance of war-materials. 
If the king orders, the enemy will be crushed and destroyed, 

“The Buragohain then added ; — The king’s proposal is reasonable, 
and what the Barpatra Gohain says Is equally reasonable. The an- 
cestors of our king had, by virtue of their prowess and courage, crossed 
the boundaries of Rangamatl, and washed their swords at the Kara- 
toya-Ganga. They found it Inconvenient to fix the boundaries of 
Assam at the Karatoya, so they made the river Manas the western 
limit of Assam, and established a garrison at Gauhati, In the reign 
of Jayadhvaja Simha, there was an abundance of provisions and men, 
and still he earned the name of the Deserting- King, 1 * - Arms and 
ammunitions, materials and supplies are torpid and impotent ; the 
followers and subordinates of the king are symbols of life and anima- 
tion, they alone can infuse into the Immobile war-provisions a dy- 
namic forced 3 yV W -■ V; 

The Ahorn conception of sovereignty is nowhere better illustrated 


1 Jayadhvaja Simha was the king of Assam during whose reign 

the country was overrun by the Moguls under Mirjumla, The king 

left the capital and took shelter, in the hills of Namrup. 
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than in the speech made by Sonai Buragohain, the Prime minister, 
at the coronation of Pramatta Simha, 1744-5 1 : 

“The Barphukan led the new king by the hand to the throne, and 
said : — ‘The king’s brother has now become the king. All people, 
assembled here including the Baruas and the Phukans should now 
bow down before the newly anointed king.’ Then the assembly knelt 
before the king and paid their homage to him. 

"The Bnragohain then turned to the king and said, — “The Al- 
mighty God has conferred upon you the exalted office of a king. The 
affording of shelter to the pious, the punishment of the wicked, and 
vigilant investigation into the happiness and misery of your subjects, 
have now become your sole duty. Just as one sheltered by a huge tree 
becomes free from heat and rain, so during the kingship of your 
elder brother Your Majesty was not affected by the piety or sin of 
your subjects. From today God will hold you responsible for the 
virtue and wickedness of the creatures under your sway. Your Majes- 
ty! will have to discriminate between actions which are good and those 
which produce evil.” 

The chronicles contain many accounts which are valuable to histo- 
rians of Assam-Muhammadan conflicts of the sixteenth and seven- 
teenth centuries. Some of them are interspersed with copies of dip- 
lomatic letters that were exchanged between the Ahom and Mughal 
courts. Mir Jumla wrote to Aurangzeb : 

From Dacca. — ‘‘Assam has occupied Kamarupa, and is contemplat- 
ing to invade us. My scheme of subduing the country of the Maghs 
cannot be completed within a short time. So in the meantime I 
propose to invade Cooch Behar and Assam. I am awaiting the orders 
of the Emperor.* Aurangzeb replied as follows, — "I want you to 
invade Cooch Behar and Assam and to consolidate our supremacy 
there.” 

I shall now reproduce an extract illustrating the diplomatic nego- 
tiations between the Mughal General Rama Simha and the Ahom com- 
mander Lacit Barphukan, According to the treaty concluded bet- 
ween Allah Yar Khan and Momai Tarnuli Barbarua during the reign 
of Emperor Shah Jahan, Gauhati belonged to the Mughals. But 
after the departure of Mir Jumla, Gauhati was wrested back by the 
Ahoms, Rama Simha sent a message to Lacit to the following 
lyplfect: ; . " ' ’ / 

“The Phukan should remember the old treaty and give us back the 
fort of Gauhati. Then only the cows and the Brahmanas will be saved. 
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I am the son of Raja Mukunda (Man Simha), and the Phukan is 
an exalted personage being the son of the Barbama, if he has no 
war^provisions, let him Write to me, and I will furnish him with the 
necessary materials. Anyhow our brother Phukan should give us 
a fight at least for an hour.” 

Having received the above message Lacit Phukan sent the follow- 
ing reply through the Mughal messenger Firuz Khan : 

^Well Firuz Khan, tell my friend the Raja of Amber, that though 
he cites the authority of the treaty between Allah Yar Khan and 
my father the Barbaras, yet Gauhati and Kamarupa do not belong 
to the Mughals. We have taken possession of the place by turning 
out the Koches, It was through mere chance that it fell into the 
hands of the Mughals for a few seasons. Now God has given it back 
to us. When He pleases to give it to our brother-sovereign (Bhai- 
raja) he will then get Gauhati, otherwise not. To his request for 
a fight for one hour, I would like to say that we are prepared to fight 
as long as there is life in our body. He has besides expressed his 
willingness to give us war-materials ; he has come over long distance 



undergoing fatigue in his journey,and the provisions may be inadequate 
for his own purposes. Our Heavenly King has nothing unavailable 
for him. If the Rajput Raja has fallen short of articles, let' him ask 
me and I will try to oblige him.” 

The engagements which ensued between the Mughals and Ahoms 
did not prove advantageous to the invaders. The battle of Saraighat 
witnessed the crushing defeat of the Mughal forces. Lacit Phukan, 
though in high fever, personally conducted the operations, and Ram 
Simlia could not but give vent to his admiration for the manner in 
which the war was conducted. 1 

The above extracts translated literally from manuscript chronicles 
will convey some idea of the nature of their contents. They are 
written in Assamese prose of a very racy character, though Bur an j is 
written in the now practically obsolete Ahom language are also met 
with here and there. The Vaisnava literature of Assam is artistic in its 
style and subject-matter, but it does not throw much light on the 
actual life of the people except in an indirect manner. The Buranjis 
have enshrined the sorrows and sufferings of the people, which, when 
widely read, will be a revelation. There are amorous intrigues and 
courtly romances, idylls of pastoral life, outbursts of patriotism and 


I Vide /./.AT., 1926, pp, 373-4* 
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valour, critical analysis of complex political situations and epic des- 
criptions of war and triumph. We only wish that our fellow-workers 
in and outside Assam had known more of these Buranjis, of which, 
not only the Assamese but all people of Hindustan may rightly feel 
proud. 

Recently a list of the Buranjis was made, and their number came to 
one hundred and fifty. Besides, there are many more in the possession 
of the ancient families. Many Buranjis have been destroyed by fire and 
water. Klrticandra, the chief executive officer of Rajesvara Simha, 
1751-69, destroyed a large number suspected as having reference to his 
obscure descent. 1 The civil war of the Moamaras as well as the 
depredations of the Burmese devastated the country, and people left 
their homes and took shelter in forests or remote unaffected areas. 
This dislocation was responsible for the loss of many manuscripts 
and relics including chronicles. The numerous Buranjis which have 
survived these disasters only point to the very extensive scale on 
which they were used in the country. 

3. Chronicles of Countries outside Assam . — The historical instinct 
of the Assamese people led them to take interest in the events of 
countries other than their own. So we have in Assam many chro- 
nicles throwing light on the history of neighbouring and remote 
countries. A chronicle of Burdwan was recovered some years ago 
and exhibited in a literary conference wherefrom it disappeared 
mysteriously. 

By far the most noteworthy chronicles of this class are the Assam- 
ese histories of the Delhi Sultanate, dealing with the reigns of the 
greater Timurids, and their predecessors. They are commonly 
known as Pads hah- Buran/zs, and of them I have seen two and heard 
of two others. One of them is a manuscript in the possession of Lady 
Buckingham, the widow of Sir James Buckingham, some time Super- 
intendent of the Amguri Tea Estates in Upper Assam, of which a trans- 
cript was prepared by Mr. B. Sarma some years ago for the Kamarupa 
Anusandhana Samiti, Gauhati ; and the other was found by me in 
1925 in the godown of the Gauhati branch of the American Baptist 
Mission, along with other chronicles of the Ahom reign. 2 

- For historians of Muhammadan India the Padshah-Buranjis pre- 


1 This subject has been elaborately dealt with in S. K. Bhuyan’s 
History of Raiesvar Singka, Bahi,v ols. 15 and 16. 

2 For a very detailed examination of the Padshah-Buranfis, see 
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sent an unexplored field of materials, They were mainly compiled 
in the seventeenth century when Assam was invaded by the Mughals 
more frequently than before, their primary object being to acquaint 
the Assamese with the history and manners of the invaders, an in- 
timate knowledge of which was an essential factor in encountering 
the enemy with success. The authors took as their materials the 
reports of reliable witnesses as well as written records. There is 
only one date mentioned, and the chronology is maintained by re- 
ference to the reigns of successive sovereigns which have no fear of 
being confused or misunderstood. One of the reporters whose testi- 
mony is embodied by the chronicler was Muhammad Ali of the terri- 
tory of Siliman Padshah of Farranga-Bundar . 1 He was a great schol- 
ar, being highly proficient in Arabic and Persian loghais or voca- 
bularies, He was a tutor to the children of Nawab Mansur Khan, who 
was Fauzadar of Gauhati from 1678 to 1682, Another reporter was 
Paramananda Vairagi of Gokulpur in Brindaban, who exercised almost 
a supernatural influence upon the Assamese king Udayaditya, 1670- 
73, during whose reign the Rajput General Rama Simha invaded 
Assam. The author refers to some chronicles of the reign of Shah 
Jahan in the chapter devoted to that Emperor. 


The language of the book is Assamese, but unlike other Buranjis, 
there is a large admixture of words of Arabic and Persian origin, 
which have been all used in their appropriate context, such as, 
sabah, gor , khuda, nikah , tamam, vilayat , haramzada, haramkhor, 
takhth , fatiha doa-sapasi, tabid, musra, bagkal , dakhil , padshah-hazrat , 
behaya , amal , mam, loghat, zahar, waqinavis, khan-khana, sipar- 
salah, amir-ul omrao, mansabdar, darbar, wazir, qazi, dewatt, nazur- 
ttavh, panchhazari, dew ankkas , amkhas , farman, sirpao, etc. 

The chronicle shows a wonderful knowledge, on the part of the 
author, of the traditions and customs of the Muhammadan world, 
which tempts us to think that he was either a Muhammadan scholar 
or a Hindu ambassador who visited Mughal courts in connection with 
the numerous embassies and diplomatic missions. 


SlllSil 


S. K. Bhuyan’s New Lights on Mughal India from Assamese Sources, 
published in the Islamic Culture , Plyderabad, July 1928 to July 1929. ■ 

I The chronicle gives a detailed account of Secunderabad, a"- 1 
its conquest by Siliman Padshah of Farranga-Bundar, who can 
identified with Manucci’s Siliman Khan, Governor of Porto Now. 
Vide Irvine’s edition of Storia do Mogor , vol, III, p. 370. 

I.H.Q., SEPTEMBER, 1929 I * 
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The Padshah-Buranfis deal with the establishment of Muham- 
madan supremacy in. India after the defeat of Pithor Raja, The con- 
queror introduces reforms into the system of administration, - though 
he leaves social problems alone. The army is properly organised 
on the manscibdari system. During the reign of his successors 
Timur Lane invaded the country, he. having risen to power through 
the mediation of a faquir. The chronicle gives a picturesque account 
of Timur’s life as a shepherd in Centra! Asia. Not much is 
written about JBabar. Humayun’s throne Is usurped by Slier Khan, 
afterwards Slier Shah. The Emperor flees to Persia, where the 
Sultan of that country takes the fugitive into his confidence after 
a series of trials which are fully described. The magnanimous Slier 
Shah retains the ex-Em per or’s wife, Hamida Banu Begam or Miriam- 
. Makkani, and Prince Akbar in their accustomed splendour. Humayun 
fails to regain his throne even with the help of Persian soldiers. Slier 
.Shall invites Humayun to reoccupy his lost throne at Delhi, while he 
himself retires to Agra, *The details of Akbar's reign are omitted. 
Jahangir conquers Secunderabad after long efforts. Its forts are im- 
pregnable, being surrounded by a moat as wide as a river where 
monstrous crocodiles and sea-horses were let loose which devoured 
the imperial soldiers. Shah Jahan interviews Prithive Shah of Kan- 
dour, whose country was one of the most prosperous kingdoms 
of India. The Emperor peacefully distributes power among his 
four sons, but they subvert the arrangement in no time, Mumtaz 
Mahal, afraid of the inevitable sight of a fratricidal conflict among 
her spirited sons, dies by self-immolation. Aurangzeb slays Dara and 
Murad and ascends the throne. His chief helper in his ambitious 
design was Mir Jumla who had given the prince 18 crores of rupees, 
Mir Jumla, son of Mirza Hazru, exasperates his master, the Sultan 
of Golkunda, The Nawab flees from the Deccan and joins Aurang- 
zeb, On the latter’s ascension to the throne of Delhi, the Nawab 
is deputed with the Emperor’s son to pursue Sultan Shuja. The 
prince accompanying Mir Jumla deserts his rank, and joins Shuja 
whose daughter he marries. Mir Jumla then marches against Gooch 
Behar and Assam without express orders from the Emperor, as he 
thinks that the Arakan campaign could not be undertaken Im- 
mediately, and his army would be better employed in the meantime 
In an expedition against Assam whose ruler had , encroached upon 
Mughal territory and re-occupied Gauhatl. The Emperor ratifies the 
action of the Nawab. The general compels the Assam Raja to enter 
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into a treaty favourable to the invaders, and returns with large 
treasures and a princess for his Imperial Master but he dies on his 
way. His son Masudami Khan (Md, Amin Khan) appears before the 
Emperor who expresses sincere regret at the death of such a 
great general. The account of Mir Jumla is vivified by human touch* 
es. As commanded by Aurangzeb he interviews the Emperor's 
maternal uncle, Shaista Khan, Governor of Bengal In the interview 
Mir Jumla is discourteously treated by Shaista Khan, being given 
presents worthy of a panch-hazari Nawab. Mir Jumla came home 
broken-hearted and said to his confidants, — “The reputation which 
I have acquired during these seventy years of my life has all been 
smashed in the hands of Shaista Khan.” Later on when Mir Jumla 
was taken to task for the desertion of the prince to the camp of Shuja, 
the Nawab replied to the Emperor, — “I would like to inform His 
Imperial Majesty, that if I, Mir Jumla; only shake the sleeves of my 
cloak, dozens of such Padshah-jadas will come out instantly*' { 
Prominence has been given to Mir Jumla by the chronicler because he 
was the most outstanding figure in the Assam-Mughal relations of 
those days. 

A chapter is devoted to the Nawabs of Dacca, Man Singha, Mushaf 
Khan, Burhan Khan Koka, Islam Khan, Ajam Khan, Sultan Shuja, 
Shaista Khan, Fede Khan Koka, and the Prince Azamtara, the son 
of the Emperor, The last of them neglects the duties of government, 
spending most of his time in sports. He loses the jewel of his head 
which is most ominous. The Sultan attempts to gag the waqinavis 
but fails. The Prince deputes Mansur Khan to wrest Gauhati from 
its treacherous viceroy Laluk Barphukan. 

The careers of the three Rajas, Man Singha or Mandhata, Mirza 
Jaya Simha and Rama Simla a of Amber are described in full. 
Man Singha fights most of the battles of Akbar and Jahangir, which 
were directed against refractory Hindu rulers. He sees through the 
motive which goads his Imperial masters to keep him always engaged 
in war, Jaya Simha subjugates Eastern India after a long struggle. 
The Raja of Cooch Behar agrees to pay a tribute of one lakh of rupees 
to the Emperor during the Naoroz celebrations, which afford an . 
opportunity to the chronicler to paint the gaiety and splendour of 
the occasion, Jaya Simha’s ultimatums to refractory princes were 


worded as follows : . 

“Have you heard of the prowess of Emperor Shah J; 
you also heard the rattling of my invincible sword s 
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of Mandhata ? If you have, then come promptly and seek our friend- 
ship ; or otherwise be prepared for war.” 

After a protracted campaign where Muhammadan generals could 
not achieve much success, the Rajput prince was deputed against Kan- 
darpa Simha, the Raja of Sewa. The royal hero attended the Mughal 
court, and gave the following reply to Aurangzeb’s proposal for 
submission: “I cannot deviate from my determination to shake off* 
your vassalage, nor can I accept your proposal even on pain of 
death,” 1 Rama Simha, the host of the undaunted chief, came to 
the latter’s rescue. A son was born to Rama Simha; on that occa- 
sion he used to send out presents in big boxes of copper and brass. 
He released Sewa Raja, put him in a box and sent him back to his 
kingdom. Rama Simha did the same with the Sikh Guru, Teg Bahadur, 
for whom the former was a surety. The Emperor said to himself— 
“Rama Simha’s actions have become intolerable. But I cannot take 
any drastic measure against him remembering what his forefathers 
have done for our Empire, There is also the fear that if Rama Simha 
is punished, he may organise a Rajput clique which will be disastrous 
to us" The Emperor deputed Rama Simha to Assam to die in the 
midst of its poisonous waters, noxious airs and forest-covered hills. 
The Rajput prince is received very cordially at Dacca by Shaista 
Khan, an intimate friend of Mirza Raja Jaya Simha. 

Besides the narrative details we have specifications of distances 
from Delhi and Agra to important places in Mughal India; the names 
of the Rajput-Marhatta chiefs who formed a confederacy under Jaya 
Simha II or Sewai Jaya Simha of Amber, including Mulahar Rao 
Holkar, with their quota of soldiers, camels, horses and elephants 5 
and the letters that passed between Jahangir and the rebellious prince 
Khurram, between Shah Jahan and the Adii Shahi Sultan of Bijapur, 
including the famous letter on the receipt of which the Bijapur cap- 
tains cried words of defiance ending in the despatch of a haughty 
reply to the Emperor. 2 

Writing on Muhammadan history in a remote corner of India, 


1 The chronicler has evidently combined here the story of Rajah 
Karan Bhurtiyah of Bikaner, and f§ivajf, against both of whom Aurang- 
zeb deputed Jaya Simha. Raja Karan was himself sent against 
Sivajh See Irvine’s Manuca] vol. II, pp, 22-23. 

2 J. N. Sarkar, Aurangzeh vol. I, p, 256, 
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our chronicler has committed mistakes here and there, Jalal 
Hussain is mentioned as the ruler of India during whose time 
Timur invaded India. We all know it was Muhammad Tughlak. 
This mistake Is due to the confusion with Jalal-u d-d in Muhammad, 
the Keiani prince of Sistan whose army was routed by Timur, during 
which engagement the conqueror received a wound in his foot which 
was permanently crippled, and for which he was called Timur-Janga or 
Timur the Lame. 3 Humayun is described as having lost his throne, 
being ousted by Sher Khan, a slave of a Nawab. Before occupying 
the throne Sher Khan had to fight several battles with the Emperor, 
but he could not succeed till an old woman taught him the proper 
method of attack from the analogy of a dish which must be eaten 
from the sides and not from the middle. We read in M anucd, — 
“The old woman laughed heartily, and at the same time taught him 
(Timur incognito ) a good lesson, saying, ‘You are like Taimur-i-lang, 
who did not know how to take this counry, for he came right Into 
the middle of it, and had to go out again defeated. If he had begun 
by attacking the confines, he could in time have made himself master 
of the whole/' 2 


I feel very strongly that if workers in the field of Muhammadan 
history had access to the virgin materials embodied in the Assamese 
Padshdh-Buranjis , they could much appreciate them. They were 
written from a detached quarter with the help of materials which 
may be now lost. The testimony of reporters like Muhammad 
Ali and Gakulpuri would have been recorded in the pages of histori- 
ans like Minhaj-i-Siraj Jurjani, Muhammad Qasim Ferishtah and 
Muhammad Amin bin Abu' l Hasan Qazwini, where frequent references 
are made to the report of reliable witnesses. 

Conclusion . — But Assam suffers by being curiously reticent about 
her past achievements. She is not vocal, and there is not that at- 
mosphere here which leads to cultural intercourse with other coun- 
tries. The antiquity of Assamese prose literature was unheard of 
even in Bengal till 1919, when Sir P. C. Roy, after returning from a 
tour in Assam introduced the fact to his countrymen. Who ever heard 
of the martyred Princess Jayamatl before it was broadcast through- 
out the length of India from the pavilion at Pandavanagar in Dee, 
1926? Kamarupa played an important part in the history of Nor-., 
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them India* The Emperor Harsavardhana was proud of the friend- 
ship of Kumara Bhaskaravarman. According to Yuan-Chwang the 
Kumara king was himself a man of learning. The colleges of Kama- 
rupa attracted students from all quarters. A special school of Smrtis 
had devoloped here fostered by the penetrating genius of Kamarupa 
Brahmanas. The Tantras are said to have originated here as a 
result of the reconciliation between the demands of the illiterate tribes 
and the gentle concessions of their Brahmanical neighbours. Assam 
was one of the few provinces in India which could successfully 
stem the tide of Mughal invasion. All this is not a mere matter of 
chance. There was as its strong foundation a culture which permeated 
the life of the people and which raised the average man to a superior 
level endowed with a consciousness of patriotism which would never 
desert him even under the severest temptations. But the glories 
of Kamarupa remain buried because no vigorous investigations 
have been launched here to discover the treasures and reveal them to 
the rest of India which may as well be proud of the same. 

The fact that the Hindus of Kamarupa possess a systematic re- 
cord of events, which is historical in the true sense of the word, will 
be of the greatest interest to Indian scholars. It may not be com- 
parative and critical, but it states the bare truth without any em- 
bellishment or attempt to hide it. Foul deeds as well as good ones are 
recorded irt all their particulars. Neither the king nor his nobles 
are spared if they ever perpetraed a wicked deed. A family history 
written under its auspices is likely to be marked by undue colouring, 
but contemporary chronicles written in impartial and neutral quarters 
will help us to test the veracity of the former. Systematic attempts 
should have been made to publish Buranjis, but hitherto only one 
Buranji has been published through the efforts of the Kamarupa 
Anusandhana Samiti, GauhatiA 

Suryya Kumar Bhuyan 


T It may be mentioned that the Department of Historical and 
Antiquarian Studies, recently established by the Assam Government, 
with Mr. A. H. W, Bentinck, l.c.S., M.A., (Oxon), C.I.E, as Honorary 
Provincial Director and Mr. J, P. Mills, I.C.S., M.A. (Oxon) and Prof, 
S, K* Bhuyan M.A., B.L, as Honorary Assistant Directors, is publishing 
a number of old Assamese Buranjis P edited in the most up-to-date 
fashion, ■ • • * • * — - 
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The Scope and Development of the Hindu Ganita 

Modern Classification of the Ganita : Bhaskata 

The Ganita means the “Science of Calculation”. According to 
the celebrated Hindu astronomer and mathematician Bhaskaracarya 
(born n 14 A. c.) it has two main branches: Patlganita (or “The 
Science of Calculation of the Board”) and Bljaganita (or “The Science 
of Calculation with Elements”)* They are also respectively called 
Vyakta-ganita (“The Science of Calculation with Knowns”) and 
Avyaktaganita (“The Science of Calculation with Unknowns”). The 
latter corresponds to modern algebra and the former includes arithmetic 
and geometry (with mensuration). 



Ancient Classification 

The term ganita as the name of a science is a very ancient one, 
It occurs copiously in the Vedic literature. The Vedanga Jyotisa 
(c, I2CO B. C.) gives it the highest place of honour amongst all the 
sciences which form the Vedanga (or “Member of the Veda”). “As are 
the crests on the heads of peacocks, as the gems on the hoods of 
snakes, so is the ganita at the top of . the sciences known as Vedanga f' 1 
There are altogether six Vedangas y namely, (1) siksa (“the science of 
proper articulation and pronunciation*'), ( 2 ) chandas (“the science of 
prosody”), (3) vyakarana (“grammar”), (4) nirukta (“etymological 
explanation of difficult Vedic words”), (5) jyotisa (“astronomy”) and 
(6) kalpa (“ritual or ceremonial”). Ganita was then same as jyotisa 
and jyotisa has been defined as “the science of calculation of the time” 
{kala-vijfianamstra)A The sacrifice was the prime religious avocation 
of the Vedic Hindus. The culture of astronomy was chiefly needed to 
fix the proper time for the sacrifice. The Kalpa-sTbtra contains, 
besides other matters of ritual, the rules for the proper construction 
of sacrificial altars. It was perhaps in this connection that the 
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study of problems of geometry, as also arithmetic and algebra, 
began in ancient India. Geometry was then, indeed, the science 
of altar-construction. The Sulva-sutra (literally, “The Rules of 
the Cord” meaning no doubt “the measuring tape”) which embodies 
the knowledge of geometry that the Vedic Hindus had, form 
a part of the Kalpa-sutra. We thus find that in Vedic India, 
astronomy on the one hand, and geometry on the other were being 
cultivated under different circumstances, by different classes of priests 
having different duties apportioned to them. Arithmetic (including 
algebra) of course formed necessary adjunct of each. Hence the 
science of the ganita in its early stage included astronomy, arithmetic 
and algebra, but not geometry. It is not improbable that rudiments 
of geometry, at least so much of it as was indispensable for astrono- 
mical purposes, were included in the ganita. It is not unusual, especially 
in olden days, to find an element of repetition, oftentimes a lack of 
proper co-ordination amongst the sciences developing under different 
circumstances and having different immediate objects before them. How- 
ever, in those days the ganita seems to have been classified into two 
branches, astronomy and arithmetic (including algebra, probably also 
elementary geometry). In a detailed list of the sciences enumerated in 
the Ckandogya Upanisad, 1 the former has been specified, very appro- 
priately, as naksatra-vidya (“The Science of Knowledge of the Stars”) 
and the latter branch as rasi-vidya (“The Science of Knowledge of the 
Numbers”). In the Jaina canonical literature, we have the names jyotisa 
and samkhyana (“the Science of Numbers’’) or ganita and they have 
always been called Brakmana-sastra 1 2 

Value and Importance of Ganita 

It is ordinarily said that in ancient India no science did ever 
attain an independent existence and was cultivated for its own sake. 
Whatever of any science is found in Vedic India, is supposed to have 
originated and grown as the handmaid of the one or the other of the 
six “members of the Veda”, and consequently with the primary object 
of helping the Vedic rituals. 1 1 is also supposed sometimes that any 
further culture of a science was somewhat discouraged by the Vedic 
Hindus in suspicion that they might prove hindrance to their great 
quest of the knowledge of the supreme by diverting the mind to 


1 Ckandogya Upanisad, vii, I, 2, 4. 

2 For instance see Bkagavatl-sutra, sutra 90; Ralpa-$vAra, sutra 1 1. 
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other external channels. That is not indeed a correct view on the 
whole, It is perhaps true in the earlier Vedic age that sciences grew 
as help to religion. But it is generally found that the interest of 
the people in a particular branch of knowledge, in all climes and times, 
has always been aroused and guided by specific reasons. Religion 
being the most prime avocation of the earlier Vedic Hindus, it is not 
unnatural that the culture of other branches of knowledge grew as help 
to it and was kept subsidiary. But there is evidence to show 
that in course of time all the sciences outgrew their original purposes 
and were being cultivated for their own sake, A new orientation 
had indeed set in in the later part of the Vedic age. There is a story 
in the Chandogya Upanisad 1 whose value in support of our view 
cannot be overestimated. It throws a good deal of light on the kind 
and value of sciences known amongst the Hindus of the time. It 
is said that once upon a time the sage Narada approached the sage 
Sanatkumara and begged of him the Brahma-Vidya or the “Supreme 
Knowledge.” Sanatkumara asked Narada to state first what sciences 
and arts he had already studied so that he (Sanatkumara) might 
judge what still remained to be learnt by him. Thereupon Narada 
enumerated the various sciences and arts studied by him. This list 
includes astronomy ( naksatra-vidya ) and arithmetic ( rasz-vidya ). Now 
Narada is not known to have ever led a family or worldly life. He 
was from childhood an earnest seeker of the supreme knowledge, 
the Science of all sciences. So it cannot be explained that 
Narada had learnt astronomy, arithmetic and other sciences during 
a family life. Whatever he learnt, he did so with the sole intention 
and belief that it would help him towards his great goal It is thus 
found that in ancient India, the culture of the science of mathematics, 
or of any other branch of what we now call secular knowledge, was 
not considered to be a hindrance to what we designate as spiritual 
knowledge. In fact, aparavidya (secular knowledge) was then 
clearly considered to be a helpful adjunct of the para-vidya (supreme 
knowledge ). i 2 Importance to the culture of the ganita is also 
given by the Jainas. Their religious literature is generally classified 
into four branches, called anuyogas, meaning ‘The exposition of the 
principles.” One of them is gamianuyoga or “the exposition of the 
principles of mathematics” necessary in Jainism, The knowledge of . 
saunbhyana (literally, “the science of numbers,” meaning arithmetic) 




i Loc. cit. 

SEPTEMBER, 1909 
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and jyotisa (astronomy) is stated to be one of the principal accom- 
plishments of the Jaina priest 1 It is laid down in the BrJmspati 
Smrti 2 that the king must show honours to astronomers before 
entering the court. In the Buddhist and canonical literature, arith- 
metic (ganana, samkkyana) is regarded as the first and the noblest 
of the arts/ 3 But the Buddhist monks were advised to refrain from 
the study of astronomy/ All these will give a fair idea of the 
importance and value set upon the culture of ganita in ancient India. 


i Bhagavatl-sUtra , sutra 90 ; Utianidhyayana-sTitra , xxv, 7,8,38, 

It is noteworthy that the knowledge of astronomy and arithmetic 
is considered necessary for the Jaina priest for exactly the same 
purpose as it is for the Vedic priest viz., to find the right time and place 
for the religious ceremonies. Thus it is observed by Santicandragana 
(1595 a.C.) in the preface to his commentary on the Jambudvipa - 

prajfiapti : wm wm mu ^ ^ 

z h 20, 

3 Vinaya Pitaka $ ed. Oldenberg, vol IV, p. 7 $ Mafjhima Nifmya ; 
vol, I, p. 85 ; Cullaniddesa , p, 199, 

4 Rhys Davids, Dialogues of the Buddha , vol. II, pp, 20ff, where 
astronomy and astrology have been condemned as “low arts” 
{tiracchma viffa) as far as bhiksus are concerned. He more especi- 
ally condemned astrology ( Cullavagga , V, 33,3 in Vinaya Texts , 
SBE, xx, p, 152). Later on he relaxed his opinion and made 
It a rule of conduct for the Bhiksus dwelling in the woods that 
they must learn elementary astronomy. The incident which com- 
pelled him to change his mind is this : Once upon a time some 
thieves approached certain Bhiksus living in the forest and asked 
them, “with what constellation is the moon now in conjunc- 
tion^ The Bhiksus could give no answer as they were forbidden 
by religious injunction to learn astronomy. This incensed the 
thieves* who took the Bhiksus to be thieves, beat them and went 
away. When Buddha came to know of this unfortunate incident, 
he made the following rule: -“They-- {BMkqus living In forests) 
should learn the stations of the constellations, either in whole 
or In parts, and they should know the directions of the sky/' (Culla- 
vagga, viii, 6,3 In Vinaya Tevts, SBE, xx, pp, 292-4), 
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Ganiia in Hindu Education 


The elementary stage in Hindu education lasted from the age of 
five till the age of twelve. This period slightly differed in the case 
of the sons of kings and noblemen. The main subjects of study were 
lipi or lekhti (alphabets, reading and writing), rwpa (drawing and 
geometry) and ganana (arithmetic). It is said in the Artkamstra of 
Kaiitllya that 1 2 ‘having undergone the ceremony of tonsure, the 
student shall learn the alphabet (lipi) and arithmetic (samkhyana)P l 
We find in the Hathigumpha Inscriptions that the king Kharavela 
of Kalinga spent nine years (from the age of sixteen to twenty- 
five ) learning tekha> rnpa and ganana,* Prince Gotama began his 
education when he was eight years of age with "'firstly writing, 
then arithmetic as the most important of the seventy-two sciences and 
arts’*. 3 There is a very interesting story in the Buddhist Vinaya 
Pitaka having a bearing upon this matter. The parents of the 
celebrated sage Upali once began to deliberate what sort of educa- 
tion they should give to their boy. They ascertained that an educa- 
tion in reading and writing, arithmetic and drawing (lekkct, rwpa, 
ganana) would certainly increase the prospect of the boy in after 
life, but they apprehended that such an education might result in 
the physical malady of the boy in the way that writing might cause 
the disease of the fingers, arithmetic of the breast, and drawing of 
the eyes. The commentator Buddhaghosa remarks in this connec- 
tion : “He who learns arithmetic must think much ; therefore his 
breast will become diseased/* 4 


1 Artkamstra edited by R, Shama Sastri, i, 5, 2 (Eng. trans., 
p. JO). 

2 Hathigumpha and three other Inscriptions , edited by Bhagawan 
Lai IndrajI, p. 22. 

3 Antagacla-dasao and Anuttaravavaiya-dasao , English transla- 

tion by L. D. Barnett, 1907, p. 30. Compare Kalpasutra of Bhadra- 
bahu sutra 21 1. - 

4 Mahavagga, i, 49; BkiMhupScittiya,\xvn. Compare Lalita Vistara up 
(x, xii) about Buddha’s primary education, 

Mention of lekkd, rUpa and ganana is found also in the Jaina 
canonical works, e.g„ Samavdyanga-sutra , sutra 72, ' : 
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Renaissance in Hindu Mathematics* supposed Greek Influence 

Sometimes before the beginning of the Christian era, there was a 
renaissance of the Hindu Ganita. There is a great difference of 
opinions about the time of the beginning of this renaissance. Previous 
writers have generally taken it to be c. 400 A.C. Leaving aside that 
question for the present, we shall draw attention to another point. All 
the modern historians of mathematics are almost unanimous in presum- 
ing that this revival in Hindu mathematics is due to the Greek contact. 
Kaye says, “Subsequent to the Sulvasutras nothing further isrecorded 
until the introduction into India of western astronomical ideas." 1 
Here the implication is obvious. “This change 2 was possibly due”, 
says Smith, ‘'to the influence of Greek scholars whose works might 
still have been appreciated by the descendants of the ancient Greeks 
who settled in India after Alexander’s time”. 3 Though Cajori is 
aware that it is difficult to trace the relation between Hindu and 
Greek mathematics, still he thinks that “the second period of Hindu 
mathematics probably originated with an influx from Alexandria of 
western astronomy 3 ’. 4 Now in the opinion of competent authorities, 
the contact of Hindu astronomy with Greek astronomy began in the 
fourth century of the Christian era. 2 It will be shown subsequently 
as we proceed that the renaissance in Hindu mathematics began long 
before that time. There are also other reasons to reject the hypothesis 
of Greek contact. 

Greek Astronomy in India : A Difficult Tangle 

Let us divert for a moment to the subject of migration of 
the Greek astronomy to India. This has an important bearing on the 
subject-matter of our present study inasmuch as it has been made, 
as we have just seen, a basis for a fresh conjecture about the migration 
of Greek mathematics to India. .Now while believing in 
general the Greek influence on the scientific Hindu astronomy the 

i . ' , -V V , ^ ■ y,:. : . .. -r.-'-V"-- >/.■ V k ■ * ' . i ‘ , ; 

1 G. R* Kaye, Indian Mathematics , Calcutta, 1915, p, 9, 

2 That is, the revival after the Sulvasuira period, 

3 D.E. Smith, History of Mathematics, I, p, 145, 2nd ed. 1922, 

4 F. Cajori, History of Mathematics, p. 84 ; also p t 83. 

5 The Cambridge History of India , vol, I, p. 385. 
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Indologists have differed to a very considerable extent as regards 
the nature and extent of the transmission of astronomical knowledge 
Their difficulty in this respect was caused by the fact that the Hindu 
astronomy differs materially from the astronomy of Ptolemy and 
his disciples, quite contrary to what could be reasonably expected. 
From a thorough discussion of all those matters, Whitney had to 
conclude that it was the pre-Ptolemian Greek astronomy of Hipparchus 
that was transmitted to India. 1 But such a theory is confronted with 
a difficulty of a different kind. For, competent authorities are of opinion 
that the first transmission of the Greek astronomy to India took place 
in the fourth century of the Christian era. The question then naturally 
arises, how it is that the Plindu astronomers took inspiration from the 
earlier crude works in disregard of the contemporary and improved 
scientific treatises ? Attempts have been made by Biot followed by 
Thibaut to explain this weakness of the previous theory by supposing 
that the Greek astronomy was transmitted to India not through 
scientific treatises but through manuals used by Greek astrologers 
and calender-makers. The astronomical knowledge in the works of 
those classes were presumed to have been rather imperfect and to 
have diverged in more than one point from the theories propounded 
in the scientific treatises. These are very ingenious arguments indeed, 
but they are purely speculative and also far from being convincing. 
Assuming that the Indians were attracted to Greek astronomy through 
the manuals of the astrologers and calender-makers though there is 
no evidence for it, the question may be asked, what prevented them 
from the pursuit of further and more accurate information about the 
subject? Communication between the two countries did not stop 
about that time. On the other hand it was more active then. Oppor- 
tunities of obtaining such information were better about that time. 
For there were Greek settlements just on the borders of India.' 
Dogmatic assertion of Kaye and others of his ilk do not help us in 
the least to get out of this tangle. All these considerations make the 
theory of Greek influence on Hindu astronomy of doubtful value. At 
least, it can be said without any fear of contradiction that the theory 
1S . mt Wdl g roun ded. P. C. Sengupta, who has thoroughly re-exa- 
mmed the whole subject in a recent paper says : ‘ f AU these cons: 
erations lead the writer of this thesis altogether to reject and discre ’ 

I Whitney, STiryasiddhanta > pp, 470 ff, 

3 Thibaut and Dvivedi, P micasiddha ntika } In c *~ - 
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the hypothesis so long so persistently asserted by the European 
researchers that Indian astronomy was actually derived from Greek 
source. If Indian astronomy is to be held indebted to any foreign 
system of astronomy that was the Babylonian — the fountain-head 
from which both the systems took their rise”. T 

My intention in referring to this complex situation is not to dispute 
the hypothesis of the Greek contact with the Hindu astronomy, indeed, 
there is incontrovertible evidence of foreign contact, Greek or 
Babylonian. But I intend to point out to those who take it as an argu- 
ment in support of launching a fresh theory of Greek influence on 
Hindu mathematics, how slender is that basis of their argument. If 
the manuals which brought Greek astronomy to India are presumed 
to be neither extensive nor intensive so as to have contained the 
advanced ideas in their own special subject of treatment, how can they 
be said to have contained the teachings in other branches of mathe- 
matics ? 

Effect on the Ganita 

Whatever be the cause of the revival, its effect on. the scope of 
the science of the Ganita was great. Astronomy separated out 


x P. C. Sengupta, Aryabhata — the father of Indian Epicyclic 
Astronomy, Journal of the Department of Letters, Calcutta University, 
vol. xviii. Vide also a paper on “Alleged Greek Influence on Hindu 
Astronomy” by Sukumar Ranjan Das, I. H. Q„ March, 1928, 

I sometimes venture to think that the renaissance in the Hindu 
astronomy is entirely indigenous. It began before the transmission 
of Greek or Babylonian astronomical knowledge into India. Indeed, 
the foreign connection itself seems to have come in the wake of the 
renaissance but was not the cause of it. Before that connection, the 
Hindu astronomy had sufficiently reformed itself out of its earlier 
crude knowledge and had set up its own ideas and theories, as also its 
own methods of observation and calculation. So that when it came 
hr touch with the foreign astronomical science, it picked up as much 
from it as it could profitably assimilate without losing its own indivi- 
dual character. This theory will be corroborated by the strong virility 
of the Hindu astronomical .culture which could thoroughly Hinduise, 
even beyond recognition, whatever of the Baby loniaa-or Alexandrian 
science was transmitted to India (H. Kern, Preface to his edition of 
the Brhat Samkita, p, 49). 
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came to be ordinarily known by the name Jfotisa . Geometry which 
formerly belonged to a separate group of sciences, viz., the Kalpa- 
siitra , came to be regarded as an integral part of the Ganita . Thus 
the readjusted science of the Ganita consisted mainly of arithmetic, 
algebra and geometry. It is not easy to say whether the science 
of trigonometry (so far as it means the science containing the idea 
of the function of an angle) was discovered by that time ; probably 
it was. It also came within the scope of the Ganita . The Ganita was 
sometimes called, especially amongst the Jainas and Buddhists, by 
the name samkkyana (literally meaning the “Science of Numbers' 5 ). 

Aryabhata and Mahavlra 

It is in its wider range, including arithmetic, algebra, geometry 
and trigonometry, that Aryabhata (c. 476 A.C.) considers the science 
of the Ganita . His treatise on the subject forms the second book 
of his astronomical treatise, the AryabhaUya 1 (499 A.C.), and it con- 
tains topics from all those branches of mathematics. The Ganita- 
sara-samgraha 2 3 (“Collection of the Essence of the Ganita") of Maha- 
vira (c. 850 A.C.) contains mainly topics from arithmetic and geo- 
metry. There is nothing of trigonometry in it. Though certain 
problems for solution require the help of algebraic analysis, there 
is no treatment of topics of algebra proper, except the positive and 
negative quantities and the Indeterminate analysis {Kuiiaka) of the 
first degree. This latter subject is generally found included In the 
Hindu treatises on arithmetic, though it is admitted to belong 
properly to Algebra. This leads to the strong presumption that 
Mahavlra considers the scope of the Ganita to be restricted to arith- 
metic and geometry. There is absolutely no doubt that he excluded 
jyotisa from its scope. In a detailed list of the subjects for which the 
knowledge of the science of the Ganita is considered to be indis- 
pensable, Mahavlra has enumerated the various topics of astronomy : 
“In relation to the movements of the sun and other heavenly bodies, 
in connection with the eclipse and the conjunction of planets, and in 
connection with the triprasna 5 and the course of the moon, indeed in 


1 ArfabhH%yam> ed, Kern, Leipzig, 1874. , 

2 Ganita-sara-samgmka edited with English translation by ;M, : 
Rangacarya, Madras, 1912. 

3 Triprasna is the name of a chapter in Sanskrit astronomical 
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all these (connections) it [Ganita] is utilised.” 1 Again, referring to. 
the treatment of shadow problems, which is ordinarily included in the 
Hindu " Ganita> Mahavlra remarks that it properly belongs to the 
department of practical calculation in astronomy.” 2 All these prove 
the Ganita to be separate from the Jyotisa in his opinion. 

Srldhara 

Sridhara’s (c. 750 A.C.) specification of the scope of the Ganita 
seems to be nearly the same as that of Mahavlra. Only a short 
treatise by him is available to us at present It is the Pa ty ganita- so. ra 
(“Essence of the Paly ganita”). This book is more known as Trisa tika 
as it contains 300 verses. 3 This latter name must have been given 
to it by some later mathematician, not by the author. For that name 
occurs nowhere in the original text. We learn it on the authority 
of Bhaskara that Srldhara had also written a treatise on algebra. 
Bhaskara has not only acknowledged his indebtedness to Sridhara’s 
V\ jaganita but has actually quoted from this work a rule for the 
solution of quadratic equations. 4 That rule is not found in the 
existing work of Srldhara which contains only topics from arithmetic 
and geometry. Hence there cannot be any doubt that Srldhara 
considered the Pafyganita and the Vya-ganita as separate, and 
wrote separate treatises on each. 

Brahmagupta 

Four chapters and a half of Brahmagupta’s (628 A, C.) big astro- 
nomical treatise, Bra hma-spkuta-siddhanta * , are devoted to the treat- 
ment of topics of mathematics. Chapter xii, called the Ganita (or the 


works dealing with problems connected with the direction, position 
and time of the heavenly bodies, and hence the name, 

1 Ganita-sara-samgraha, i, 12. 

2 Ibid . i. 23 

3 Trisatika of Sridharacarya, ed. Sudhakara Dvivedi, Benares, 
1899. 

4 Vljaganita of Bhaskara , Avyaktavarga-Karana ; Colebrooke, 
Hindu Algebra pp, 209-10, 275. 

5 Brahma-sph uta siddhanta , ed. Sudhakara Dvivedi, Benares/ 1912. 

Chapters xii and xviii of this work have been translated into English 
by Colebrooke in his Hindu Algebra , ;; 
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fiaU-gani£a) % treats of subjects belonging properly to arithmetic and 
geometry. Chapter xviii, called the Kuitaka , contains discussion of 
almost all the matters included in Bhaskara’s algebra. Chapter xix 
deals with the sun-dial and shadow problems which have also been partly 
treated in chapter xil Chapter xx, entitled “Supplement to the 
Chandasciti,” is devoted to that subject. Finally a part of chapter 
xxi is devoted to the construction of the table of sines. This portion 
really belongs to trigonometry. There are reasons to believe that 
Brahmagupta considers arithmetic ( with geometry ), algebra and 
trigonometry as different subjects and he names them respectively as 
the Ganita (or the Pat%-ganita)> the RuUaka(-ganita) and the Jyotpatti 
(- ganita ). Firstly, in the concluding lines of his chapter on the Ganita 
(ch. xii), Brahmagupta observes : “This is only one direction (or 
aspect), the others I shall say in the ‘construction of the sine* and 
in the < KnUaka\” x This remark clearly shows that the subject-matter 
of the chapter was considered by the writer to be quite separate from 
the other two. Secondly, it is the usual practice with Brahmagupta 
to state in the opening verse of each and every chapter the usefulness 
of the subject-matter of that chapter. The importance and utility of 
the Kuitaka (-ganita) has been spoken of by Brahmagupta in almost the 
identical language as has been used by Bhaskara in his Bl/aganita. 1 2 3 This 


1 Brahma-sphuta-siddhantas xii, 66, The original text is 

^ msrfips? . Colebrooke renders it as : “This is a por- 
tion only of the subject. The rest will be delivered under the con- 
struction of sines and under the pulverizer,” Drk literally means 
“direction,” “aspect,” not ‘'‘part.” 

2 Brahmagupta says : 

mm mi to frsF&rcrgft ^ mm i 

mi mrnfn mi iron* rn m ; \\ Brahma-sphuta-siddhanta, xviii, I. 
“Since questions can scarcely be known without the Kuitaka , there- 
fore 1 will speak of Kuitaka with problems.” 

3 Bhaskara says : — 

* * * mm mm ^ 

mi mi mrm ® i Bijaganita, 2, 

* * since questions can scarcely be known without the reasoning 
of the Avyakta (-ganita) not at all by those of dull perceptions, 
therefore I shall speak of the Blfakriya (the ; 1 
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leads to the strong presumption that what has been implied by the 
Kuttakaganita by one, has been done by the name Bijaganita by the 
other. Thirdly, in the beginning of each of the chapters on the ganita 
and the kuttaka, Brahmagupta has clearly defined the range of topics of 
each. This process has not been followed by him in the rest of his 
great treatise. This fact will lead to the conclusion that they were 
separate treatises of mathematics incorporated into a treatise of 
astronomy as is usual with the Hindu scholars. All these taken 
together will justify the correctness of our belief. There is another 
matter which deserves more than a passing notice. The kuttaka 
is only one topic of the science of algebra and it corresponds to the 
modern indeterminate analysis of the first degree. The question 
which naturally arises is, why Brahmagupta called the whole science 
after it. The terms avyakta and bija were not unknown to him. 1 
But they have not lent their names to the science, though it would 
have been very proper. The reason for this seems to be that the 
solution of the indeterminate analysis of the first degree was once 
considered to be the most important achievement of the analytical 
science. A discussion of the origin of the term kuttaka will be 
beyond the scope of this paper. 

Aryabhata 11 

Aryabhata II (c. 950 A.c.) mentions separately the names of 
three branches of mathematics, viz., the patl, kuttaka and blfa.- 
Chapter xv of his treatise, Maha-siddkmta, contains the pata- 
ganita and chapter xvii deals with the kuttaka. The range of 
topics of his patl-ganita is the same as that of Srldliara. There 
is practically no treatment of the bija-ganita or of any topics 
properly belonging to it, if the kuttaka has not been meant by it. 
There is a very noteworthy observation in this connection from the 
pen of the eminent mathematician Ganesa (c. 1545). As a commentator 
of Bhaskara’s mathematical works, Ganesa was a believer in the 
division of the science of the ganita into two main branches the patl 
and the bifa. Therefore he thinks that the separate mention of the 
kuttaka by Aryabhata II was meant as an intimation of the difficulty 
and importance of this branch of analysis, but not to indicate it as the 
subject for a separate treatise,® 

1 Vide Brahma-sphuta-siddhanta. 2 Mahasiddkanta, i, 1, 

3 Commentary on iAlavatl ; compare Colebrooke, Hindu Algebra , 
pp. 1 1 2, 113, footnote. 
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Hindu Geometry of the early Renaissance Period 

One very noticeable feature of the renaissance of Hindu mathe- 
matics is that it left the culture of geometry least affected. We have 
already seen how in the course of that revival, the science of geometry 
was separated from the Kalpasutra and was incorporated - into 
the science of ganita . But compared with arithmetic and algebra, 
it seems to have received little impetus for further progress and 
development. Indeed, the early Hindus are found to have devoted 
their attention more and more to the analytical branch of mathematics 
than to the geometrical branch. Consequently the Hindu geometry 
which started in a brilliant way, being not only much in advance of 
the contemporary Egyptian or Chinese geometry but also in anti- 
cipating some of the notable discoveries of the posterior Greek geo- 
metry, did not make as much head-way as it ought to have done like 
the other branches of mathematics. 1 2 It cannot be said that the 
study of geometry was completely neglected by the Hindus of the 
early period of the renaissance, On the other hand, there is evidence 
to show that it was cultivated for its own sake apart from any ritua- 
listic motive. It even came to be regarded as a part of general 
education of the people, not excepting even elementary education*. 
Above all, we find it in an early Jain a canonical work (composed 
about 300 B. C. or still earlier) that great importance was given 
then to the culture of geometry. It says : “Geometry is the lotus 

in mathematics,, and the rest is inferior.” 3 Hence it appears 

still more strange not to find any evidence of progress and improve- 
ments in geometry. The notable contributions of this period 
to geometry are the discovery of (1) ellipse, (2) elliptic cylinder, 
(3) the value <rr~f to and (4) some mensuration formulae. The 
value ar-fio, though not an accurate one, is an improvement 
upon the value known in the Sulva-sutra, This value occurs as early 
as in the Shryapraffiapti (c. 500 B, C.), 4 The ellipse and elliptic 
cylinder were also discovered about the same time. The ellipse 


1 Bibhuiibhusan Datta, H Hindu Contribution to Mathematics f 

Bulletin of the Mathematical Association , University of Allahabad, voh 
I, 1927-28, pp. 49 et seq. ' 

2 Ibid, pp. S 5 et seq, 

3 Sntrakrtanga sutra f 2nd mtfaskanda, ch. i, verse 154, 

4 Sutra 20, 
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{mmma-cahravTda or parimandala) is mentioned in the Suryapraffiaptiy 1 
Bhagavatusutra? (c. 300 b.c.)j Dhamma-sangani s (before 350 B,c.) and 
also other works. 4 * The mention of elliptic cylinder {ghana pari - 
mandald) is found in the Bkagavafi-sutra* In this work the form 
of the ellipse is described as like that of a barley corn {yavamadhya- 
vrtia samsthma )/ Further, there are reasons to believe that the 
ellipse is symmetrical about its either axis/ We do not know what 
other properties of the ellipse were known to them. But this is at 
least true that in the matter of the discovery of the figure of the 
ellipse and elliptic cylinder, the Hindus anticipated the Greeks. The 
mensuration formulae referred to are those connected with the seg- 
ment of a circle and they were also discovered about the same time/ 
All these facts, especially as they are referred to in the canonical 
works, lead us strongly to the presumption that there must have 
been some special treatises on mathematics composed in the centuries 


1 Sutra 19, 25, 100. In this work the ellipse is termed visatna* 
cakravcila in contradistinction to cakravala meaning circle. Compare 
Weber, Indische Siudien , X, p, 274. 

2 Sutra 724-7* Here the ellipse is called parimandala , 

3 Dhammasaibganiy 617, Here also ellipse -parimandala ; cf .Hindu 
Contribution to Mathew atics> p. 56, 

4 See Uttaradhyayana-$utra y xxxvi, 22 ; Anuyogadmrq-sutm, 
sutra 144, 

5 Sutra 726. The elliptic cylinder is called ghana parimandala 
(lit,* solid ellipse) in contradistinction to pratara parimandala 
(lit,, plane ellipse) which means ellipse. 

6 Bhagavaft-swtra, sutra 725. Buddhaghoga describes it as 
Kukkutanda-samsthana (or an egg-shaped figure) and the Petavatthu 
commentary has ayatavrtta (or elongated circle), 

7 Ibid* sutra 726, In this sutra is given the minimum number 

of odd or even shots which can be arranged to form different geome- 
trical figures. In the case of the ellipse no such distinction is made ; 
it is simply given that the minimum number of shots that can form 
an ellipse is twenty. On this the commentator Abhayadeva (a 1050) 
remarks ; *5 m qfawsrifir 1 

8 For these formulae and further information regarding the 

Jalna contribution to mathematics, see the author's paper on "The Jaina 
School of Mathematics” in the Bulletin of the Calcutta Mathematical 
Society, V : 
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preceding the Christian era, which are now lost. We hope future 
investigations will throw more light on that dark period of the history 
of Hindu mathematics. ^ 

Early Hindu Ganita 

The subjects treated in the Hindu ganita of the early renaissance 
period consisted of the following parikarma (“fundamental opera- 
tions”), vyavahara ('‘subjects of treatment”), rajju (“rope,” meaning 
‘geometry’ ), rah (“heap”, meaning “mensuration of solid bodies”) 
kalasavarna (“fractions”), yavai tavat (“as many as”, meaning “simple 
equations”), varga (“square”, meaning “quadratic equations”), ghana 
(“cube” or “cubic equations”), varga-varga (he., bi-quadratic equations”) 
and vikalpa (“permutations and combinations”). 1 2 It will be found 
subsequently that the topics included in the Hindu mathematical 
treatises of later days are almost the same. 

The ancient work curnl defines the term parikarma as referring 
to those fundamental operations of mathematics as will befit a student 
to enter into the remaining and the real part of the science of mathe- 
matics. 3 4 * According to it the fundamental operations are sixteen in 
number. 

In the absence of a specific treatise on mathematics, we are not in 
a position to define further the scope of treatment and the topics 
for discussion in the Hindu ganita of the early renaissance period. 
We, however, find in the Sthamnga-sutra 1 that mathematics {ganita ) 
including permutations and combinations (bkanga) was then consi- 
dered to be very subtle (suksma). The commentator observes in 
this connexion that those subjects were considered subtle as their 
study requires subtle intellect. He further adds that though per- 
mutations and combinations are really included in mathematics, 
they have been mentioned separately on account of their great im- 
portance. 


1 Sthamnga-sutra 747. This work was composed r. 300 B.c. 
or still earlier, 

2 For a fuller interpretation of these terms, reference should 
be made to the author’s paper on the “Jaina School of Mathe- 
matics” in the Bulletin of the. Calcutta Mathematical Society. 

3 Quoted in the Jaina Encyclopaedia, Abhidhma Rafendra. 

4 Sutra 716, 
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Sulva-sutras and later Hindu Mathematics 

Certain writers think that later Hindu mathematics bears no notice- 
able relation with the Sulva-sutras, Kaye says : “The later Indian 
mathematicians 1 2 3 4 completely ignored the mathematical contents of the 
Sulva-sutras, They not only never refer to them but do not even 
utilise the results given therein. We can go even further and state 
that no Indian writer earlier than the nineteenth century is known 
to have^referred to the Sulva-sutras as containing anything of mathe* 
matical value.’ 5 * This statement has been partly reproduced by 
Cajori. “None of these geometrical construcions/ JS says Cajori, “occur 
in later Hindu works ; the latter completely ignore the mathematical 
contents of the Sulva-sutrasf Such an implication is contained in the 
statement of Smith : “The ritualistic mathematical formulas of the 
Sulva-sutras now gave place to the mathematics of the stars/’ 5 The 
real facts have not been represented by these writers properly and 
accurately. For the important geometrical principles involved in the 
various rules of construction and transformation occuring in the Sulva- 
sutras are: (i) the so-called Pythagorean theorem, (2) the properties 
of similar figures, (3) the circle-squaring, (4) the construction of a 
right-angle, (5) application of areas and (5) divison of figures, The 
first four of these topics enter largely in the later Hindu treatises 
on astronomy and mathematics. 6 If the latter do not contain the 
value of ner given in the Sulva-sutras , it is simply because they have 


1 The reference here is to the Hindu mathematicians flourishing 
in the period 600-1200 A.C. Kaye, like others, is ignorant of Hindu 
mathematics anterior to this period, 

2 Kaye, Indian Mathematics , p. 3 • compare also p, 9. 

3 The reference is to the geometrical constructions of the Sulva- 
suiras , 

4 Cajori, History of Mathematics , pp, 84, 86, 

5 Smith, History of Mathematics, vol, I, p, 145. 

6 The following remark of Whitney may be noted in this 
connexion: “The main principles, by aid of which the greater portion 
of all Hindu calculations are made/are, on the one hand, the equality 
of the square of the hypotenuse in a right-angled triangle to the sum of 
the squares of the other two sides, and, on the other hand, proportional 
relation to the corresponding parts of similar triangles.” \Surya- 
siddhmta , ii, 27 (notes), p, 198), 
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more accurate ones. Indeed the later Hindu mathematicians never 
lost their interest in the problem of the squaring of the circle . 1 The 
method of construction of a right-angle is too well-known. As re- 
gards the application of areas, division of geometrical figures and cer- 
tain other minor operations requiring the application of Pythagorean 
theorem, it may be observed that they do not appear in the later Hindu 
works on mathematics in the particular manner in which they occur 
in the Bulva-sntras because there was no longer any need for them. 
They were specially required in connexion with the construction of 
sacrificial altars some of which were indeed very complex. Owing 
to the rise and influence of Buddhism and Jainism which preached 
against the Vedic sacrifices during the several centuries about the 
beginning of the Christian era, Vedic sacrifices were on the wane. 
So the occasions for the construction of altars requiring high skill 
and ingenuity on the part of the constructor were few and far between. 
On the other hand, it should be observed that the Hindu geometry was 
of extremely practical nature. Hence later Hindu mathematicians 
did not feel any special necessity to incorporate those constructions 
and transformations into their works. Moreover it should not be 
forgotten that later Hindu geometry was not guided by any religious 
motive. Nevertheless it is not correct to say that the Sulva-sntras 
became obsolete and were overlooked by all in India. They continued 
to remain classics with the priestly class, especially with the masters 
of the Kalpasutras and were followed in practice wherever there 
were occasions during the succeeding centuries. That peoples in- 
terested in them did never disappear will be sufficiently realised from 
the necessity that arose in the middle ages for writing commentaries 
on the Bulva-sTittas . Special treatises on the construction of sacrificial 
altars were compiled from them even in the sixteenth century. What 
seems to me to be rather strange is the fact that the later priest 
geometricians were so slow to appreciate or almost overlooked the 
improved results discovered by the mathematicians. The gnomon 
appears in the later works as before. So far for the geometry of the 
Bulva-sUtras , As for their mathematical contents, viz. } the solution 
of the quadratic equation, operation with surd numbers, approxi- 
mation to the values of surds, solution of the right-angled triangle, 

1 For the achievements of the Hindus in the matter of the circle- 
squaring, see the writer's paper, “On the Hindu Values of ( JASB , 

VOL 22, 1926, pp. 25-42). 
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all of them not only appeared in the later Hindu works but also 
received further developments. What we miss in them is the consi- 
deration of the series for f 2 S The theory of the gnomon plays as 
important a part in later works as it did in the Sulva-sutras . Indeed 
there is no Hindu treatise on mathematics available up till now with- 
out a section of it being devoted to the treatment of the gnomon. 

Grahaganita or Jyotisa 

We have seen how the scope of the science of ganita has gradually 
become restricted to arithmetic, algebra, geometry (with mensura- 
tion) and trigonometry and how astronomy has become separated and 
recognised as a distinct science. Nevertheless, jyotisa does not lose 
all its relation with the terra ganita. For astronomy is called some- 
times graka-ganita (or “The Science of Calculation of the Planets”). 
On the other hand, the term jyotisa is given a wider connotation in 
the sense that the science of jyotisa is classified into three branches : 
ganita (astronomy proper), samhita (astrology in general) and hora 
(individual planetary astrology or nativity calculation). Astronomi- 
cal observation is always called (Irk- ganita (or “observational astro- 
nomy”) and the astronomer, as also the astrologer, is called the 
ganaka or ganitajna (or “the expert in the ganita”). An expert 
mathematician also is called ganaka . He is sometimes called sam - 
khyanacarya (or “the expert in the science of numbers”). In the early 
Vedic literature, the astronomer is known as the naksatra-darsa (or 
“the star-gazer”) or ganaka?- This term must have originated in 
relation to the nakmtra-vidyct as the name for astronomy, to which 
we have already referred. The term naksatra-darsa sometimes refer 
to the astrologers. In the Buddhist literature we have the name 
naksatra-pldhaka (“reader of stars”) for the astrologers.- The modern 
Hindu science of astronomy {jyotisa) is classified into two principal 
branches : the ganita or the mathematical astronomy and the gala 
or the spherics. To proceed further with the scope and development 
of jyotisa will be going beyond the object of the present paper. 

Three Classes of Arithmetic 

In the earlier Buddhist literature, we find separate mention of three 
classes, of arithmetic; viz* mudm % ganana and samkhyana. Follow- 

i Vafasamyi Samkita , xkx, 10, 20 ; TaiUirlya Brahmana , iv, 5, 

3 Mahaniddesa } p, 382, 
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mg a Singhalese commentator, Rhys Davids interprets rnudra as 
“counting on the fingers,” 1 From the Tibetan source, Schiefner calls 
it “hand rechnen”; Franke translates it as “finger rechnen Ganam 
is rendered by Rhys Davids as “counting without using the fingers,” 
meaning “mental arithmetic, pure and simple.” All these meanings 
are quite in agreement with the interpretations of the eminent 
Buddhist commentator Buddhaghosa (c. 450 A.C.). But Rhys Davids 
is not sufficiently clear and precise, perhaps due to his failure to grasp 
the correct significance, in interpreting samkhyana as “summing up 
large totals.” Ancient commentators also are not more clear on this 
point. Samkhyana truly means, we have already stated, arithmetic 
in general. Here what has undoubtedly been implied by this term Is 
the higher class of arithmetic in contradistinction to the other classes 
which have been indicated separately. One of the earliest enumera- 
tions of these three classes of arithmetic occurs in the Dlgha NikayaP 
They are also mentioned in the Vinya Pitaka f Divyavadana 4 and 
Milindafaftha . 5 Thus as early as the fifth or the sixth century 
before the Christian era, the Hindus were used to distinguish between 
three classes of arithmetic : (1) mental arithmetic, pure and simple; 

(2) arithmetic with the use of the fingers, that is, finger arithmetic; and 

(3) advanced arithmetic in general. But oftentimes this differentia- 
tion was not adhered to, so that arithmetic in general was meant, 
by gamma , ganita or samkhyana, 6 

Patiga nita and Dhullkarma 

In Sanskrit, arithmetic (together with geometry and mensuration) 
is called Patlganita (“The Science of Calculation of the Board") and 


1 T, W. Rhys Davids, Dialogue of the Buddha, vol, I, London, 
1899, p, 21 j Milinda-pafiha> English translation by Rhys Davids, 
Oxford, 1890, p. 91, footnote. The Simhalese Is very explicit; accord- 
ing to him, rnudra means “the finger-ring art, so-called from seizing 
the joints of the fingers, and using them as signs,” 

2 h 5L 3 IV, 7 . 

4 Divyavadana, edited by E. B. Cowell and R, A. Neil, Cambridge, 
18861 pp, 3, 26, 48, 

5 Milinda-pafiha. , loc. cit., p, 91. 

6 For instance see J a taka, I, p. 23; Visuddhitnagga , p» 278 ; 

SuttanifiSta, vase 677 ; M ilinda-faMa, p, 79, 

- . ■ • ’ -*'**-• ’• - • 
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astronomical calculations are sometimes called by the name dlndl- 
karma (“Dust-work* 5 ). Importance of these two terms for the history 
of Hindu' mathematics can never be overstated. The term dhull - 
karma is found in the works of Brahmagupta and Bhaskara* The 
origin of the term is referred to the common practice amongst the 
early astronomers to do the computations on a wooden board covered 
with a thin layer of dust or sand, figures being written with a style, 
This practice continued to be in vogue amongst the astronomers 
even in later times when improved and better materials for writing 
were introduced. The origin of the term fatlganita is also believed 
to be from the same practice, the Sanskrit word patl meaning “board / 5 
It occurs as early as in the works of Brahmagupta. Thus the terms 
patlganita and dlmllkarma are identical in meanings and they were 
first coined probably to denote that class of arithmetic for which 
some kind of writing materials was indispensable, in contra- 
distinction to mental arithmetic and finger arithmetic. Now looking 
to Arabia, we find that the treatises dealing with decimal numerals 
were called Ilm-hisab abtakht or “The Science of Calculation of the 
Board. 5 ' The Arabic word takht is derived from the Persian word 
takhta meaning the “board / 5 Hence it is quite evident that Arabic 
Ilm-hisab aldakht is an adoption of the Hindu patlganita , In 
Northern Africa, arithmetic following the Hindu numerals is named 
Hisab al-gkobar or “The Sience of Calculation on the Dust / 5 the 
Arabic word ghobar meaning “dust 55 or “sand/* So it is clearly 
adopted from the term dhnllkarma » In the middle ages in Europe, 
treatises on arithmetic were generally named Liber Abaci Indeed 
the “abacus 55 came to mean any kind of arithmetic. This word comes 
from the Greek abax which is probably derived from the Semitic 
word abaq meaning “dust . 55 So the word “abacus 55 refers to a table 
covered with dust or sand. Hence Liber Abaci is related to patl- 
gamta or dhTillkarma . In this way we find how the influence of 
Hindu mathematics spread westward to Arabia, Northern Africa and 
Europe . 1 

Later Hindu Geometry : Ksetra-ganita 

Later Hindu geometry consists mainly of certain mensuration for- 
mula and solution of certain plane rectilinear figures such as triangles 

x For further information on the subject, reference may be made 
to the writer's paper, “On the Science of Calculation of the Board 55 
in the American Mathematical Monthly* 
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and quadrilaterals of different varieties. In some of these the Hindus 
undoubtedly showed considerable proficiency and indeed they obtained 
some remarkable results, e.g., a new proof of the Pythagorean theorem, 
formulae for the area and diagonals of an inscribed convex quadri- 
lateral (Brahmagupta’s theorems) and rational solution of triangles— 
right-angled as well as scalene — and cyclic quadrilateral. 1 But on 
the whole their geometry is more predominated by practical purposes. 
There were no definitions, no postulates, no axioms, In a word, no 
scientific treatment of the subject. Whatever of geomety (with men- 
suration) the Hindus possessed are included within the scope of their 
patlganita, as has been stated before, and are dealt with in the sections 
on ksetra (plane figures), khata (excavation), citi (piles of bricks), 
ra'si (maunds of grain) and krakacika (saw). The last four topics 
are of course pertaini ng to solid figures. Mahavlra’s classification 
and terminology are more accurate and also happy inasmuch as they 
clearly express the relation of those subjects to the main body of the 
ganita. He calls the first the ksetra-ganita and the rest 2 by the 
name khata-ganita or simply khata. Mahavlra was admittedly 
guided in this respect by the writings of the early Jaina mathema- 
ticians. 3 Following the practice of the ancient priest-geometricians, the 
latter, it has been pointed out before, called geometry rajju-ganita. 
They called the section of a treatise on mathematics devoted to the 
mensuration of solid bodies more appropriately by the name ra'si “heap” 
that is, “an elevation” in general. In discarding these terms Mahavlra 
has simply been influenced by the practice of the later times. Appa- 
rently this classification of geometry corresponds to our modern 
one into plane and solid geometries. It should, however, be noted 
that ksetra-ganita includes solution of rational rectilinear figures which 
modern plane geometry does not. 

Euclid’s Elements in India : Rekhaganita 

It will be very interesting to know in this connection when and 
how Euclid’s Elements entered India. It has been stated by the 


1 Cf. Hindu Contribution to Mathematics . 

2 Mahavlra does not treat of rasi, 


3 Ganita-sara-samgraha, i, 17-19 ; compare also i, 70, The 
ksetra-ganita for geometry has been employed before Mahav 
Haribhadra in his Avasyaka-sutra-vrtti, . 
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eminent Arabian mathematician and traveller Al-berunl that while 
composing his India (1030 A.C.)» he began translating into Sanskrit 
verses Euclid’s Elements (together with Ptolemy’s Almagest ) “being 
simply guided herein by the desire of spreading science.” 1 Whether 
that translation was at all completed, if not, how much of the Elements 
was translated by him, we do not know. Nor do we know what 
happened of that translation. There is no trace of any such work 
in India. Probably that translation never reached the Indian soil. 
For at the time of composing India , Al-berunl was in his native 
country Khowarlzm, modern Khiva. In 1035 A.C. Al-berunl compiled 
a list of his publications and there is no mention of the translation 
in it, 2 So the most irresistible conclusion will be that the scheme 


did not mature at all. The next reference to the Elements in India, as 
far as I know, 3 occurs in the Ain-i-Afcbarl of Abul Fazl (c. 1590 A.C.). 
Here and there this writer has referred to the propositions of the 
Elements in a way which shows his thorough acquaintance with the 


work. 4 5 Abul Fazl got his education in India; so he must have learnt 
Euclid’s Elements here, of course, in Arabic or Persian translation. 
Thus we find that the work was known in India in the sixteenth 
century. 

It is Said that the king Muhammad Tughlaq (1325 A.C.) was learned 
in the sciences of physics, logic, astronomy and mathematics. He 
even studied the Greek philosphy. That king’s liberality is said 
to have attracted to Delhi some of the most learned men of Asia. 6 
It is possible that his library might contain books on Euclid’s Elements. 
For long before his time, the book had become well known amongst 


1 Al-beruni’s India, English translation by E. C. Sachau, London, 
1910, vol. I, p. 137. 

2 This list is published in the Introduction (pp, xl-xlvil) to the 
Arabic original of Al-berunl’s Chronology edited by Edward Sachau 
{Chronologie Orientalischer Volker von Alberuni, Leipzig, 1878). 

. . 3 I can frankly confess that I could not devote sufficient time 
and attention to investigate this ineresting subject. Still I record 
the materials I have collected in the hope that they will draw the 
attention of scholars. 

4 Abul Fad's Ain-i-Akbari, English translation by H. S, Jarrett, 
Calcutta (1891, 1894), vol. II, pp. 415-6 ; vol. Ill, p. 24. 

5 John Briggs, History of the Rise of the Mahomedan Power in 

India, vol. I, Calcutta, 1908, pp. 410, 411. 
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the moslem scholars. But all these are speculative and should be 
taken for what they are worth . 

When Euclid's Elements entered India, we do not know exactly. 
But we are almost sure that it remained in the beginning confined to 
the circle of Moslem scholars in India, 

The earliest trace of its influence in a Sanskrit work that I have 
as yet seen is the Siddhanta-tattva-viveka of Kamalakara the court- 
astronomer of the Emperor Jahangir of Delhi. It is a voluminous 
treatise on astronomy written in 1658 A, c. In it there are passages 
which are evidently copied from the Elements . For instance, we have 
the following definition and classification of a line : “Of which there 
is always the length, and the breadth does not exist, and (which is) very 
fine. That line should be known by the intelligent as of two kinds ; 
curved and uncurved. Of these the uncurved is called straight.. d’, 1 
There are other pieces which, though the resemblance is not 
so close, can be identified with particular propositions of the 
Elements without much difficulty. 2 On the whole, there is absolutely 
no noubt in my mind that Kamalakara had seen Euclid's Elements , 
The first complete translation of this work in Sanskrit was made in 
1718 A. c. under the title Rekhaganita (“Calculation with Lines''), 
by Samrat Jagannatha, at the command of his patron King Jaya 
Simha of Jaipur, 3 It was rendered from the Arabic translation of 
Euclid by Nasiruddin al-Tusi (died 1276 A, c.). The Rekhaganita 
contains fifteen adhyayas or Books : Books I-IV and VI are devoted 


1 Siddhanta-tattva-viveha of Bhatfca Kamalakara with the com- 
mentary (segavasana) of the author, edited by Sudhakara Dvivedi, 
Benares, 1885, iii, 22. Compare 

14* w: fwcf m 

^ m w w ifwu firm t! 

mm mm mjsnm g wrifw i 

2 For instance, see iii, 38, 45, 46, 48, etc. in which there is reference 
respectively to Euclid, Bk 1, Prop, 21 $ VI, 8 ; I, 15 5 1 , 19. 

3 Jagannatha, Rekhaganita , edited by Kamalasankar Pransankar 
Trivedi, Bombay, 1901. Compare Sudhakara Dvivedi, Ganaka 
Taranginl , Benares, 1892, pp. 133!* ; A Weber, “Die Grieschen -in 
Indian/' Site. d. Konig preus . Akademie d< Wissenschaften z, Berlm y 


phil. hist, classe, xxxvii (1890), pp. 922f. 
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to plane geometry ; Bk, V deals with the laws of proportion which are 
utilised in Bk, VI ; Bks. VI-IX are purely arithmetical and elucidates 
the principles of numbers ; Bk. X treats of incommensurable quantities 
and Bks XI-XIV treat of solid geometry. Jagannatha himself seems 
to have shown some originality in the matter of proofs especially,, For 
instance, there are 16 alternative proofs of Book I, Prop. 47. In 
1727 A.C., i.e., nine years after the composition of the book, one 
Lokamani made an excellent copy of the manuscript of the Rekha - 
ganita at the command of King Jaya Simha and that copy is now 
in the Sarasvati Bhavan Library, Benares. Another translation of 
Euclid's Elements in Sanskrit is also known under the title Siddhania- 
Cudamani It is very closely related to the Rekhaganita but is in 
verse while the other is in prose. The authorship of this translation 
is unknown. 

No Greek Influence on Hindu Mathematics 

We are now in a position to examine closely the presumption of 
those writers who, as has been noted before, believe in Hindu mathe- 
matics after the sulvasutra period having been greatly influenced by 
Greek mathematics. Their theory is mainly based on the following 
arguments : (1) The existence of commercial and political relations 
between Alexandria and Western India in the early centuries of 
the Christian era, (2) the presence of Greek terms and other apparent 
traces of borrowing in the Hindu astrology, and (3) the supposed 
Greek influence on Hindu astronomy. From these they make the 
a priori conclusion that scientific ideas must have passed from 

1 Durgadas Lahiri, Prthivlr Itihasa , vol 3, p, 339. For com- 
parison we here give the general enunciation of Prop, 8 of Book I from 
the two works : 

« mm- 
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Alexandria to India, Of course it is not possible to deny the 
probability of transference of ideas in such circumstances. Moreover 
there are evidences to show that philosophical and theological 
ideas of the Hindus influenced Greek thought. But so far as 
mathematics is concerned; we have not only no specific evidence of 
transference of Greek mathematical ideas into India but there are also 
certain solid facts which will stand formidably against any such theory 
of borrowing, 1 

(1) If Greek contact had given any impetus to the revival of 
mathematics in India as is supposed by them, its effect would have 
been felt in the maximum degree in the domain of geometry, a science 
which the Greeks carried to perfection and in which the Greeks 
undoubtedly excelled all the other nations of the world. But we have 
already pointed out that the renaissance of Hindu mathematics 
affected the least the culture of geometry. Further, Hindu 
geometry differs very widely from Greek geometry in its scope as well 
as in its methods of treatment In short, Greek geometry is a well 


developed science whereas Hindu geometry is unscientific. The 
earliest trace of Greek geometry in India is found in the sixteenth 
century. 

(2) A very fundamental characteristic of Greek mathematical 
theory is the clear distinction between arithmetic (the theory of 
numbers) and logistic (the art of calculation). That distinction 
began before Plato (c> 380 B,C.) and continued to be recognised much 
later. Moreover, the Greek mathematicians gradually concentrated 
their attention on the development of arithmetic in disregard of logistic. 
The Hindu mathematicians, on the other hand, do not make any such 
distinction in their ganita „ It may be noted that what we now call 
arithmetic, at least in its elementary parts, was called logistic by the 
Greeks. 

(3) The Greeks had brilliant achievements in the theory of 
numbers, the classification of numbers, theory of figurate numbers, 


1 It has been pointed out elsewhere that a certain term employed 
by the Greek traveller and mathematician Democritus bears so close 
a resemblance to a term in the sulmsutras ® s to suggest borrowing ' ; 
by the former. Schroeder and Burk also believed that Pythagoras 
learnt of the well-known. property of the. right-angled traingle .which 
now generally goes by his name from the Indians (Hindu 
to Mathematics , pp* 50, 53 )* 
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theory of proportion and mean and the theory of irrationals. 
Amongst the Hindus, the distinction of numbers into even (yugma) 
and odd ( ayugina or oja) appeared as early as the Vedic age 
(c. 3000 B, c.)> milleniums before its appearance amongst the 
Pythagoreans. But they do never carry their classification any 
further. The theory of figurate numbers is not found amongst the 
Hindus. Though their mathematicians from Aryabhata (432 a. C.) 
onwards state how to find the sum of agnates and cubes of numbers 1 , 
they do not connect them with geometrical forms. The Hindus know 
nothing about the theory of proportion and mean. Though they 
have discovered and made great use of the Rule of Three, it has no 
relation with the theory of proportion. The irrational and Pythagorean 
numbers were discovered by the Hindus in the time of the s ulva- 
sutra (c. 800 B. c.) before the Greeks. Thus we find that practically 
nothing of the Greek theory of numbers came to India. On the 
other hand, the Hindu achievements in mathematics are chiefly in 
the domain of what the Greeks called logistic . 

(4) The Hindu algebra is particularly distinguished from the 
Greek algebra. Colebrooke, after enumerating the various points of 
difference between them, comes to the conclusion that : “No such 
marked identity of the Hindu and Diophantine systems is observed 
as to demonstrate communication. They are sufficiently distinct to 
justify the presumption that both might be invented independently 
of each other.”' 1 

(5) Above all there is the fundamental difference between the 
Greek and Hindu mathematical ideas and principles. The normal 
Greek mind was more geometrical than anything else whereas the 
normal Hindu mind was more arithmetical or analytical. The Hindus 
even made algebra of their geometry; their geometrical results are 


I It is highly disputable if the Greeks knew the sum mation of 
the series of cubes. It is not found in the works of any Greek writer. 
There is no reference to it in the works of Greek commentators. It 
occurs in India in the works of Aryabhata (499 a.C.). Al-Karkhi, 
a pro-Greek Arabian algebraist of the eleventh century, has given 
a geometrical demonstration of it much in the Greek fashion. And 
that has been considered as the sole argument in support of the 
assumption of its knowledge amongst the Greeks. Heath, History of 
Greek Math ., vol. I, pp. 109, no. It might be that Al-Karkhi obtain- 
ed the result from India and devised the proof himself, 
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often found to have been verified algebraically and illustrative ex- 
amples that are generally adduced in their treatises on geometry 
are simply arithmetical. The Greeks, on the other hand, made geo- 
metry of algebra and arithmetic and they usually thought in terms 
of lines and forms instead of concrete numbers. Greek arithmetic 
was speculative and Hindu arithmetic practical. 

Dispassionate consideration of these broad questions of ideals 
and methods will strongly lead one to doubt and reject all conjectures 
of communication between Hindu and Greek mathematics. Isolated 
cases of resemblance, if there be any, cannot be taken as evidence 
on the point. For in those cases, unless supported and supplement- 
ed by other incontrovertible and weighty arguments, the possibility 
of independent discovery cannot be eliminated. Even priority 
of discovery cannot logically be made a ground for conjectures of 
borrowing by the posterior nations. All these important considera- 
tions led some of the eminent Indologists, who firmly believe in 
the Greek influence on Hindu astronomy, to declare the independent 
origin of Hindu mathematics. Those scholars have firsthand know- 
ledge of the original Hindu treatises on mathematics and as such 
are more competent to speak with authority than others. Hoernle 
considers that “the Hindus did not get their elements of the arith* 
metical science from the Greeks/ 72 U I believe 7 *, says he, ‘‘that it is 
generally admitted that Indian arithmetic and algebra, at least, are 
of entirely native origin. While Siddhanta writers like Brahma- 
gupta and his predecessor Aryabhata might have borrowed their 
astronomical elements from the Greeks or from books founded them- 
selves on Greek science, they took their arithmetic from native 
Indian sources/ 7 After carefully considering “the question whether 
the whole development of mathematics in India is to be regard- 
ed as completely independent, or derived from foreign sources,” 
Thibaut comes to the final conclusion: “The absence of such 
and other similar proofs 1 2 3 is naturally to be taken to a certain 
extent to indicate the originality of Indians in the domain of 


II, p. 409. Compare also 


1 Colebrooke, Miscellaneous Essays 
Hindu Contribution to Mathematics . 

2 Indian Antiquary, xvii, 1888, p, 34. 

3 The reference here is to “a common system of ‘half true* theories 

found simultaneously on both sides e.g. the theory of epicycle in 
astronomy.” . . ; 
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mathematics. To this we might add the other circumstances, viz. 
that at least in arithmetic, the Indian cannot be regarded as having 
originated from the Greek in any particular and that in certain higher 
matters, specially regarding indeterminate analysis, their works are 
considerably in advance of the Greeks.” 1 2 3 4 “Mathematics and Geometry 
are indigenous Indian sciences,” says Professor Winterniz, “and it is 
highly probable that the system of writing numerical figures now 
adopted in the whole civilised world was first invented in India. 
Geometry also, as we find it in the Sulva-swtras> is not influenced by 
the Greeks and the ‘so-called Pythagorean theorem* was known to 
the authors of the Sulva-sutras Above all, a great authority on the 
subject of ancient mathematics like Hermann Hankel believes that 
the Hindus are the inventors of algebra. “Indeed, if one understands 
by algebra the application of arithmetical operations to complex 
magnitudes of all sorts, whether rational or irrational numbers or space- 
magnitudes, then the learned Brahmins of Hindustan are the real 
inventors of algebra/* 0 There are certain other scholars who would even 
go so far as to suggest that Hindu mathematics influenced the Greek 
science. For instance Robbins and Karpinski are of opinion that 
the early Greek arithmetical science might have been influenced by 
the Hindus, 

Scope of Patiganita 

Bhaskara (1150) recognizes eight fundamental operations ( pari - 
karma) in arithmetic : addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, 
squaring, square root, cubing and cube root. The two operations of 
duplation (doubling) and mediation (halving) which were considered 


1 G. Thibaut, Astronomic^ Astrologie und Mathematik % quoted in 
extenso by G. N. Banerjee, Hellenism in Ancient India> 1920, pp. i8iff. 
This book may be consulted for review of Hellenic influence, supposed 
and actual, on the different spheres of Hindu culture. 

2 Winternitz, Some Problems of Indian Literature , Calcutta, 
'.1928, p, 78. /V. ; : C- ■ '.'Ct 

3 H* Hankel, Znr Gesckichte der Mathematik in Altentum and 
MitUlalten , Leipzig, 1874, p. 195 ; quoted by Professor Cajori in his 
History of Mathematics , p. 94. 

4 D’ooge, Robbins and Karpinski, Nicomachus of Gema , New 
York, 1926, Part, I, p, 5 ; compare also p. 1 1 « 
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fundamental by the Egyptian, Greek, and some Arab and western 
mathematicians are omitted In the Hindu treatises on mathematics. 
&ridhara (c. 750) and Mahavxra (850) also give the number eight. But 
according to Brahmagupta the number is twenty. It is made up 
of, besides the above eight, and five rules for reduction of fractions, 
rule of three (direct), inverse rule of three, rule of five, rule of seven, 
rule of nine, rule of eleven and barter {bhanda-$ratibhanda) % 

According to Brahmagupta there are eight subjects for treatment 
(vyavakara) in arithmetic: mixture, progression* plane figure, excavation, 
stock, saw, maund and shadow. Concurrence (samkramana) and 
dissimilar operation (viqamadtarma), which are considered by others 
as topics of discussion for arithmetic has been included by Brahma- 
gupta into algebra. 

Topics discussed in Bhaskara’s Lllavafi are the following : cipher 
(also discussed in algebra), inversion, supposition, concurrence, dis- 
similar operation, operation relative to squares, operation relative to 
multiplicator, rule of three (direct and inverse), rule of five, seven, 
nine and eleven terms, interest, barter, purchase and sale, alligation, 
permutations and combinations, progression (arithmetical and geome- 
trical^ plane figures, excavation, stocks, saw, maunds of grain, shadow 
of gnomon, pulverisor, combination. Of these, the topics beginning 
with inversion up to barter are classed as praklrnaka (miscellaneous 
topics) and the next three topics are classed as misraka (mixture). 
In this way it comes into line with Trimtika and Ganzta-sara- 
samgraha , 


Rule of Three 

One thing of Bhaskara deserves special notice. He gives too much 
importance to the rule of three. He explains : “The rule of three 
is, indeed, arithmetic.^ 1 This has been elaborated with the help of a 
beautiful metaphor ; “As by Lord Sri Narayana, who relieves the suffer* 
ings of birth and death, who is the only primary cause of the creation of 
the universe, is pervaded this universe through His own manifestations 
as worlds, paradises, mountains, rivers, gods, men, demons etc., so are 
all matters of calculation pervaded by the rule of Three/’ 2 If it be so, 


1 Siddhanta-Mmnani , gol<xdhyaya % prmnadkfaya , verse 3 : 
Tm 1 This observation reappears in the Lllavatl (p. 15). 



2 L%lavaf% t p, 76. 
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; then- what is the need of those multifarious methods and operations f 
.To this, his answer is : “whatever is calculated in algebra or in arith- 
metic by operations of multiplication and division will be compre^ 
headed by the sagacious learned as simply the rule of three. That 
it has been composed by the sages through the multifarious methods 
and operations such, as miscellaneous rules, etc, is simply with the 
object of increasing the comprehension of the duller intellects like 
ourselves, for it was realised by those sages that such differentia- 
tions will make the subject easy.” 1 On another occasion he observes: 
“Leaving squaring, square-root, whatever is calculated is certainly 
variation of the rule of three, nothing else. For increasing the 
comprehension of the duller intellects like ourselves, what has been 
written in the various ways by the learned sages having the lov- 
ing heart of the bird Cakora, that has become arithmetic,” Simi- 
larly great importance was attached to the rule of three in Europe 
where it was called in the middle ages as “The Golden Rule.” Thus 
Hodder, the popular English arithmetician of the seventeenth century, 
observes : “The Rule of Three is commonly called, The Golden Rule ; 
and indeed it might be so termed ; for as Gold transcends all other 
Mettals, so doth this Rule all others in Arithmetic!*/’ 2 

Byaganita as defined 

Bhaskara says : “Analysis (hi fa) is certainly the innate intellect 
assisted by the various symbols (varna) which, for the instruction of 
duller intellect, has been expounded by the ancient sages who enlight- 
en mathematicians as the sun irradiates the lotus ; that has now 
taken the name Algebra {Byaganita)”* That algebraic analysis 
requires keen intelligence and sagacity has been observed 
by him on more than one occasion. “Neither does analysis (ilia) 
consist in symbols” says Bhaskara, “nor are there different kinds 

1 Biddhmia-Uromani, goladhyaya , prasmdhyaya , verse 4. 

2 Smith, History of Mathematics, II, p. 486. 

3 Byaganita, p. 99, 
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of analysis ; sagacity alone is the analysis : for wide is imagination,” 
This remark has been repeated in the Siddtianta Biromani 1 and in 
the BljaganitaJ There is an interesting discussion about the import- 
ance and usefulness of intelligence in the matter of algebraic analysis. 
Fie puts the question to himself: “If (unknown things) are to be 
discovered by intelligence alone, what is then the need of analysis 
Fie then answers himself : “Because intelligence is certainly the 
real analysis ; symbols (vania) are its helps. What innate intelligence 
has been expressed for the duller intellects by the ancient sages 
who enlighten mathematicians as the sun irradiates the lotus, with 
the help of the various symbols, has now obtained the name of 
Algebra (< H/aganita ).” 3 From these observations we find what, 
according to Bhaskara, defines the algebra: it is the science which 
treats of numbers expressed by symbols. 


Distinctive Relation between Arithmetic and Algebra 

What makes the distinction between arithmetic and algebra, in 
the opinion of Bhaskara, will be realised to a certain extent from his 
especial names for them, Flis especial name for the former is Vyakta- 
ganita (“the Science of Calculation with knowns”) and for the latter 
Avyakta-ganita (“the Science of Calculation with unknowns”). Hence 
one distinction lies in the fact that in one case the symbols 
used are vyakta , that is, known and definitely determinate, in the 
other case they are avyakta, that is unknown, indefinite. The 
relation between these two branches of the science of ganita is 
considered by Bhaskara to be this : “The arithmatic of known is based 
on the arithmetic of unknowns.” 4 He has more explicitly and clear- 
ly put it thus : * { Algebra is similar to arithmetical rules, (but only) 
appears as if indeterminate ( gudha ). It is not indeterminate to the 
intelligent ; it is not certainly six-fold but many-fold,” 5 In the 


1 Siddkanta-Biromani , edited by Bapu Deva Sastri, Goladhyaya 

prmnUdkyaya, verse 5, p, 440. Compare also verse 3 — ^ \ 

This reappears in the Lllavatl (p, 15), 

2 Mfagmiita , p, 49. Compare also wu s 

W% ^5TT mi \\ 

3 Ibid, p. 100. 4 Bifaganita, p, 
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opening verse of his treatise on algebra, Bhaskara praises the science 
thus : Si l venerate the unapparent computation, which calculators 
affirm to be the means of comprehension, being expounded by a fit 
person : for it is the single element of all which is apparent.* 1 

The true distinction between arithmetic and algebra, besides the 
one of the kinds of symbols, has been stated by Bhaskara to be 
lying in the demonstration. He remarks : ‘‘Mathematicians have 
declared algebra to be computation joined with demonstration : else 
there would be no difference between arithmetic and algebra,” 2 The 
method of demonstration is said to be always of two kinds : one 
geometrical (ksetra*gata), the other algebraical {rmi-gaia)A We do 
not know who first invented in India the geometrical method of 
demonstrating the algebraical rules. Bhaskara acknowledges to have 
received it from ancient teachers. 4 


Scope of Bljaganita 


Bhaskara recognises six fundamental operations in algebra : 
addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, squaring and extraction 
of square root. Cubing and extraction of cube root which are included 
amongst the fundamental operations of arithmetic are excluded here, 
He first applies these six operations to positive and negative quantities, 
ie, the laws of signs, zero, monomial, polynomial and surds. Then 
lie treats of kuttaka (‘‘pulveriser”) and varga prakrti (“affected 
square”) with cakravala (“cyclic method”). The former deals with 


the complete general solution of the indeterminate equation of the 
first degree and the others give general solution in rational integers 
of the so-called Pellian equations. 

After elucidating the subjects mentioned above Bhaskara observes ; 
“Thus are spoken the abridged calculations necessary for the Ufa 


1 Colebrooke, Hindu Algebra , p, 150, 

i iFGEfa liefer mm: \ \ ‘ 

M ^ \\ ( Bljaganita , p, 1). 

2 Colebrooke, Hindu Algebra, p. 272. 

writer mm m: \ 

^ it {Bljaganita, p. 127). 

3 Bljaganita , p. 125 ; Colebrooke, Hindu Algebra , p. 271. 

4 Bljaganita, p. 127 ; Colebrooke, Hindu Algebra , p, 272. 
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(analysis) ; next 1 shall speak of the bifa which is the source of 
pleasure to the mathematicians*” 1 It is noteworthy that the indeter- 
minate equation of the first degree and the Pellian equations are 
considered to be of fundamental importance in algebra. Indeed they 
are his chief instruments in certain kinds of his algebraic analysis. 2 3 . 

According to Bhaskara, analysis is fourfold (1) linear equations 
involving one unknown ; (2) linear equations involving more than one 
unknown ; (3) equations in one or more unknowns in their second or 
higher powers {madhyamaharana) • and (4) equations involving product 
of unknown quantities ( bhavita )• Konow’s classification is slightly 
different Accordingly the primary distinction of analysis is twofold : 
(i) Equation in one unknown and (ii) equation in two or more un- 
knowns. Again, class (i) comprises two subclasses : (1) simple 

equation and (2) quadratic and higher equations. Class (ii) has 
three subclasses: (1) simultaneous linear equations. (2) equations 
involving second and higher powers of the unknowns; and (3) equations 
involving products of the unknowns. 

The scope and topics of algebra are practically the same in the 
works of all the Hindu mathematicians. One noteworthy feature of 
the Hindu algebra is that though it contains the complete general 
solution of the quadratic equation, the cubic and higher equations 
have received little attention in it. In those cases, Bhaskara suggested 
to apply the same method as is available for the quadratic, that is, to 
reduce the cubic equation to a simple equation by taking the cube 
root of the side containing the unknown after necessary manipulations 
and to reduce the biquadratic in the same manner to a quadratic. 
Bhaskara observes that if such reduction is not possible, the solution 
must be obtained by the calculator’s own ingenuity. 4 

Date of Renaissance in Hindu Mathematics 

A more direct and conclusive proof of the originality of the Hindus 
in the matter of the invention of algebra and arithmetic will be 
furnished by the period of the beginning of the renaissance in their 
mathematics. We have seen before that those who believe in that 
renaissance having come in consequence of the supposed transmission 


1 Blfaganita , p, 83 

2 For instance see Ibid* pp. 86, 87, 89, 99 and 100 (especially) ; 
Colebrooke, Hindu Algebra , p. 245, 

3 Ibid, p, 44. _ _ ^ ^ 4 Ilidop.ei* : 
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of Greek astronomy into India, have almost unanimously put the time 
of the latter about 400 A. c. But we shall presently show that the 
cumulative evidence of all the available materials in this connexion 
points to a much earlier period c t 400 B. c. for the beginning of the 
renaissance in Hindu mathematics. The distinction of arithmetic 
into three separate classes, viz., mental arithmetic, finger-arithmetic 
and higher arithmetic, must have very likely begun to be made in the 
commencement of that renaissance. The regard for a culture in 
mathematics as a very noble and paying art must have grown as a 
result. It has been stated before that reference to that distinction 
of, and regard for, mathematics is found as early as 500 B.C. in the 
Buddhist canonical works. Hence the renaissance in Hindu mathe- 
matics began in all probability about that period. A more decisive 
factor is the enumerated list of the topics of mathematics found in 
an early Jaina canonical works written before 300 B. C. That list, we 
have seen, contains topics from algebra as well as from arithmetic and 
geometry (including mensuration). Again the topics included for 
discussion in the later Hindu treatises on arithmetic have remained 
practically unchanged. It is only in algebra that we find that certain 
alteration in the classification of the subjects treated and also in their 
scope have appeared in the treatises of later days. Now taking the 
average of the two dates obtained from the Buddhist and the Jaina 
sources, we easily come to the conclusion that the renaissance in 
Hindu mathematics commenced from c % 400 B. c. This date will be 
consistent with the time of the discovery of ellipse in India and the 
revival of Hindu geometry, which, according to evidence from the 
Buddhist as well as the Jaina sources, occurred in the fifth century 
before the Christian era. Now this period is anterior, by nearly seven 
centuries, to the time of Diophantus {c. 275 A. C.), the father of Greek 
Algebra. The evidence of the Bakhshall mathematics also shows that 
tfie Hindu mathematics was independent of the Greek mathematics. 1 

Bibiiutibhusan Datta 


1 Bibiiutibhusan Datta, “The Bakhshall Mathematics,” Bull. Cal 
Math. Soc» vol. xxi, 1929 (March), pp. 1-60, This work was composed 
about the beginning of the Christian era. 



Ban jit Singh and the North-West Frontier Problem 

{Based solely on the records in the Imperial Record Department) 


The North-Western Frontier being the Achilles' Heel of India 
has always been of the utmost concern to the power paramount In 
India. In view of this fact, a past history of the attempts to solve 
the North-Western Frontier Problem of India has a living interest. 
Just before the British took into their hands the solution of this 
frontier problem it was tackled by Ranjit Singh, the Lion of the 
Punjab. Thus a study of Ran jit’s western frontier policy cannot but 
be interesting and important 

According to Mr. Coalman, the Indian North-Western Frontier 
problem is made up of four subsidiary problems : 

(1) The international problem cf the relations between India 
and Afghanistan. 

(2) The political problem i.e. the problem of the control of the 
border tribes, 

(3) The problem of the military defence of the frontier, 

{4) The problem of the administration of the north-west fron- 
tier. 

The first question therefore that arises in this connection is, whe- 
ther Ranjit had a mind to conquer Afghanistan ? The arguments 
in favour of a negative view appear overwhelming. Ranjit had ex- 
perienced disasters in his first attempt at the conquest of Kashmir 
owing to the inclemency of the climate and other peculiar local con- 
ditions. He no doubt dreaded the operation of the same causes In 
the event of his invading Kabul Once in the year 1827, he had a 
conversation with Wade, the British agent, on the advisability of in- 
vading Kabul, About this interview Wade writes, “I proceeded to re- 
mark that it would be a very hazardous expedition. The country 
is a strange one to the Sikhs, intersected by mountains and torrents 
not easily passable; it would be difficult to maintain his com- 
munications and keep his troops supplied— observations in which His 
Highness at that time expressed his concurrence/’ 1 

In a similar strain, Ranjit Singh himself once spoke to Wafa Begum, 

l Pol Proceedings, 31st July, No. 23, 
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wife of Shah Shuja. Of course with both these Ranjit Singh had 
reasons to suppress his motives. But what do we actually find ? If 
these considerations had not weighed upon his mind, he would cer- 
tainly have attempted the conquest of Afghanistan during the long 
interval of confusion in Afghan history between the death of Md, 
Azim Khan and the accession of Dost Muhammad to power. His 
French officers were too eager to march on Kabul and no less eager 
were the Sikh Sardars and soldiers, but though he spoke of invading 
Afghanistan on occasions just to humour his Sardars and French 
officers and keep Dost Muhammad on tenderhooks, the statesman 
within him never got the better of the mere warrior. It was only 
on one occasion probably that he seriously thought of invading Afgha- 
nistan when Hari Singh Nalwa was killed in a surprise attack by 
the Afghans. Anger, pride and sorrow for a time overwhelmed him 
but when he regained his composure he thought no more of it. The 
opinion of the British Government in this matter should be noted. 
The Secretary wrote to Burnes : “His Lordship thinks that although 
it might be hazardous and unprofitable to the Maharaja to seek to 
retain possession of a country so difficult, yet in the immense resources 
at his command, in his wealthy treasury and numerous and discip- 
lined army, he has the means of overrunning it and of consummating 
at least the ruin of its present ruler/* 1 2 Ranjit was not, what he 
otherwise would have been, the last link in the chain of conquerors 
like Chengiz Khan, Timur, Nadir and Ahmad Shah. The temptation 
of pushing his conquests to the Iiindukush, of avenging upon the 
Afghans what the Punjab had suffered from them — all these dreams 
he brushed away. He did not believe in conquering raids. What 
he conquered, he consolidated in his own way. 

It may be argued against this view that the fact that he joined in 
the Tripartite Treaty to restore Shah Shuja shows that he was not 
disinclined to a conquest of Afghanistan. But he was an unwilling 
partner in the enterprise. Pie joined because he knew that the Bri- 
tish Government was prepared to undertake the expedition even 
without him and perhaps he feared that with their phenomenal good 
luck and their immense resources they might succeed where he did 
not hope to do. Yet perhaps he cheered his vexed spirit with the 
hope that the English would yet be baffled 3 and indeed they were. 


1 Pol. Proceedings, 19th May, 1838 No. 76, 

2 Cunningham, History of the Sikhs. 
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Ranjit's north-western conquests have two stages* He conquered 
Peshawar, Dera Ghazi Khan and D era Ismail Khan but was at first 
content to rule through the local Muhammadan chieftains who 
acknowledged his overlordship and paid tribute. He conquered 
Peshawar but gave it first to jahandad Khan and then to Yar 
Muhammad Khan as a feudatory. He conquered Dera Ghazi Khan 
but gave, it to the Nawab of Bahawalpur. He subjugated Dera Ismail 
Khan, recognising the ruler Hafiz Muhammad Khan as tributory 
to Lahore. But not long after the disturbances from Syed Ahmad in 
Peshawar were over, we recognise a change of policy. Dera Ghazi 
Khan was re-occupied in 1831, Peshawar in 1834; Tak, Bannu, and 
Dera Ismail Khan were directly annexed between 1832 and 1836. His 
territory extended from Mithankot along the right bank of the Indus 
to the hills of Bajour, From Burnes we learn of the extent of the 
authority of the Maharaja west of the Indus — “He has no power 
beyond the plain country. The Deraj at is under complete subjec- 
tion, in Dera Ismail Khan the people are heartily disaffected. In 
the Eshakhyl territories the chief is now in rebellion. He will agree 
to pay tribute, as far as 36,000 rupees but not to receive a detach- 
ment of Sikhs. Murwat is also in rebellion. From Tak a more 
certain but varying tribute is levied. From Runnoo nothing is pro- 
curable but by the presence of an army and north of it to the plain 
of Peshawar the country is entirely dependent/' 1 2 

So far as the problem of the control of the border tribes was 
concerned, we can guess that Ran jit Singh’s policy was not very 
different from that which was followed by the British Government 
in the years following the Sikh War. It can be called a “tip and run 
policy" i.e. when any particular tribe became too aggressive committ- 
ing too many raids, a military column went into its country, 
inflicted whatever damage it could and came out again. The moun- 
taineers were kept down by a movable column constantly in the 
field. 

The military arrangements on the North-Western Frontier were 
calculated to defend the Punjab against an invasion from Afghanis- 
than.* Ranjit did not look beyond Afghanisthan to Russia and 
stood in no awe of Russian advance, Peshawar was strongly fortified, 
forts were erected there at Sikham, at Macliln $ a line of towers at 


1 Pol Proceedings, nth September, 1837, No. 39, 

2 Pol. Proceedings, 29th August, 1836, No, 32. 
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intervals of two Koses connected that city and Attok. . Forts at 
Attok, Khairabad, Shubkandur, Jahangeria and other places guarded 
the region. The most important fort in the Hazara region was that 
of Kushangarh. Hari Singh Nalwa was killed by a surprise attack 
of the Afghans while building a fort at Jamrud. After his death a 
new fort was built nearby and was named Fatehgarh. The. forts 
between Torlila and Darband were almost within sight of each other. 
But the most important part of his plan of defence was connected 
with the acquisition of Tank, Bannu and Dera Ismail Khan. Ac- 
cording to Burnes he seized Dera Ismail Khan in order to establish 
a connection along the banks of the Indus with Peshawar. But 
Wade remarks that the object was far deeper. ‘‘The seizure was 
intended to threaten Dost Muhammad Khan from a new quarter 
less difficult of access than Peshawar, while at the same time they 
protected the centre of the Punjab from any invasion of the 
Afghans when they might be employed in strengthening and conso- 
lidating their power in Peshawar." 1 The Governors of the Peshawar 
region were able but ruthless administrators as Hari Singh Nalwa 
and Avitabile. 

Ranjit, in his civil administration, was concerned mainly with 
revenue and very little with justice, etc. From th e papers of Lachmi 
Proshad, the Dewan of Avitabile we can collect details about revenue 
and expenditure of Peshawar in the time of Avitabile. 

Peshawar 

Revenue-Nanakshahi ... 11,86,709 

Goondas ... 1,74,113 

Total , ... 13,60,822 

Deducting for 174,113 Goondas ... 21,764 5 

*3>39>0S7 ii 

9,898 - 
24,939 4 

6,20,590 
50,000 
7,087 


I Pol. Proceedings, 31st August, 1837, No. 69, 


Expendittire 

Pensioners 

Charitable lands ... 

Jageerdars ... 

Salary of Avitabile 
Office Establishment 
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Headmen of villages, district officers, judicial 
expenses 

Ramghol Battalion (4834) 

Police Corps 


25,849 8 
2,86,827 
51,155 


Total 


Deducting for Goonda rupees 


10,76,345 12 

2,263 H 


10,74,081 14’ 

Balance in Nanakshahi rupees ... 2,64,975 13 

This is exclusive of the expenses of the Kohistanee force of 6000 
men, of repairs of public buildings, supplies in the forts, commissions, 

assignments, etc. 

Bannoo Tank— Revenue about 65,000 rupees. The revenue was 
very often collected vi et armis. 

Dera Ismail Khan Marwat etc, — Revenue 6,04,686. 

A comparison is often made between Ranjit Singh and Hyder 
Ali. In , the Malabar coast region Hyder had something much 
like the Western Frontier of Ranjit. Physically the Malabar 
coast was indented, precipitous, full of mountain gorges and mag- 
nificent forests. The inhabitants, the Nairs and the Moplahs were 
much like the Waziris and the Afridis of the North-West frontier. 
There was very little cultivation. Plundering of peaceful neigbours 
was a common feature. The Malabar region baffled the military skill, 
activity and resolution of Hyder. The inhabitants rose frequently 
in rebellion. Hyder made terrible raids and left monuments 
of his vengeance, established military posts only to meet with 
renewed resistance from the junglewallahs. The Malabar coast 
remained the most vulnerable spot of his kingdom and was reduced 
rapidly by Hartley in the war with Tipoo. Ranjit only met with 
a moderate degree of success in the solution of his western fron- 
tier problem. So - long as the Sikh kingdom lasted, the frontier 
was defended against Afghanistan. The border tribes were not of 
course brought under direct sway but that was not possible under 
the circumstances and they are still taxing the ingenuity of the 
British Government. So far as the administration of the conquered 
territory on the western frontier was concerned, he was not wholly 
unsuccessful. On the whole Ranjit showed more coolness in his 
western frontier than Hyder Ali in the Malabar Coast region. 
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The Doctrine of Kaya in Hlnayana and Mahayana 

One of the points of difference between the Hlnayana and Maha- 
yana schools noticed by the Saddharma-Pundarika , viz,, that Buddha 
makes a show of his existence in the three dhatus leads us to an 
examination of the question of the Kayas of Buddha as conceived 
by the Hinayanists and the Mahayanists. Of the Hlnayana schools, 
the Sthaviravadins had very little to do with the Kaya conceptions, 
as Buddha was to them an actual man living in this world like any 
other human being and subject to all the frailties of a mortal body. 
Metaphorically they sometimes spoke of Buddha as identical with 
Dhamma without any metaphysical implication but these remarks gave 
opportunity to the Sarvastivadins and the Mahayanists to put forth 
their theories of Dharmakaya. 

The Sarvastivadins commenced speculating on the kaya of Buddha, 
but it was the school of the Mahasanghikas that took up the ques- 
tion of kaya in right earnest and paved the way for the speculations 
of the Mahayanists, 

The early Mahayanists, whose doctrines are mostly to be found 
in the Asiasahasrika Prajfiaparanrita, along with the school of Nagar- 
juna conceived of two kayas : (i) Rupa- ( or Nirmana- ) kaya, which 
included bodies, gross and subtle, meant for beings in general, and 
(ii) Dharmakaya, which was used in two senses, one being the body 
of Dharma (i.e. collection of practices) which makes a being a Buddha, 
and the other the metaphysical principle underlying the universe — 
the Reality, 

The Yogacara school distinguished the gross rupakaya from the sub- 
tle rupakaya, calling the former Rupa or Nirmatia-kaya and the latter 
Sambhogakaya, The Lanltavatara, representing the earliest stage of 
the Yogacara conception, calls the Sambhoga-kaya Nisyanda Buddha 
or Dharmata-nisyanda Buddha (the Buddha produced by the Dharmas). 
The SntrUlankara uses the term Sambhogakaya for Nisyanda 
Buddha and Svabhavikakaya for Dharmakaya. 1 In the Abhisama- 
yalanka-rakarik g and the recast version of the PaUcavim&ati-sahasrika 
PrafMparamtia, Sambhogakaya denotes the subtle body, which 
the Buddhas adopted for preaching their doctrines to Bodhisattvas, 


i Sutra,, pp, 45, 188, 
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and Dharmakaya the body purified by the practice of the bodhipa- 
ksika and other dharmas, which make a Buddha. For the metaphysical 
Dharmakaya they use the term Svabhava or Svabhavlkakaya. The 
Vi/naptimatrata-siddhi retains the conception of the Karika but adopts 
a new term, Svasambhogakaya, to denote the Dharmakaya of the 
Karika and distinguishes the Sambhogakaya by calling it Paras am- 
bhogakaya. 


Realistic Conception of Buddha in the Nikayas 


In a land where the tendency to deify saints is so strong, it is 
greatly to the credit of the early Hlnayanists that they were able 
to retain the human conception of Buddha even a century or two 
after his actual existence, when the scriptures may be regarded as 
having been put into a definite shape. They gave expression to 
their conception of Buddha in the following words, occurring in the 
Nikayas : Bhagava araham sammasambuddho vijjacaranasampanno suga- 
to lokavidu anuttaro purisadammasarathi sattha devamanussanam 
buddho bhagava. So imam lokam sadevakam samarakam sabrahmakam 
sassamanabrahmanim pajam sadevamanussam sayam abb inn a sacchi- 
katva pavedeti. So dhammam deseti adikalyanam, etc. ('The Blessed 
one is an arahat, a fully awakened one, endowed with knowledge 
and good conduct, happy, a knower of the world, unsurpassed, a leader 
able to control men, a teacher of men and gods, the awakened, the 
blessed. He knows thoroughly the worlds of gods, maras, recluses, 
brahmins and men, and having known them he makes his knowledge 
known to others. He preaches the dhamma (doctrines), which is 
excellent in the beginning, middle and end,” etc), 1 

A description like this does not suggest that Buddha was originally 
more than a man, a mortal. In the cosmology of the Buddhists, the gods 
of the various heavens, the highest of which is Brahmaloka,* 2 are only 
beings of superior merit and power, but they are inferior, in the matter 
of spiritual attainments, to the saints or arahats. So in this descrip- 
tion the Hlnayanists do not attribute any transcendental or theistic 
element to Buddha. All they say is that Sakyamuni by pure 


1 This passage occurs in many places of the Nikayas, see, e.g. 
Digha, I, pp, 87-88 ; cf, Lai Vis., p, 3^ Sad. P„ pp. 144, 376. 

2 In the Mahayamc workshabo, as in the Dasa., # 

is stated that a Bodhisattva can become a Mababrahman m the ninth 
bhuml if he so wishes. 
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and simple spiritual culture in this life and as a result of the accu- 
mulated merits of his previous lives, reached the highest stage of 
perfection and attained not only knowledge and power superior to 
any man or god but also the highest knowledge and power attainable. 
In the Majjhima Nikaya, Ananda explains why Buddha should be 
considered superior to the Arhats as well, although both arrived 
at the same goal He says that there is not a single bhikkhu, who 
can be regarded as endowed with all the qualities in all their forms 
as possessed by Buddha, Moreover, a Buddha is the originator of the 
path not existing before, a k newer and promulgator of the marga, 
which is only followed by the savakas. 1 

Nikaya Passages admitting a non-realistic Conception 

In the face of such descriptions of Buddha, it would have been 
difficult for the later Hinayana schools to sublimate the human 
elements in him, had it not been for certain expressions in some of 
the earlier works of the Pifcaka, which lent themselves to other inter- 
pretations. Some of these expressions are : — 

(1) ‘Yo vo Ananda maya dhammo ca vinayo ca desito pafinatto 
so vo mam 5 accayena sattha, (Buddha said to Ananda just before 
his parinibbana ‘the dhamma and vinaya that have been preached 
by me will be your teacher after my death/). 2 

The dhamma and vinaya clearly refer to the collection of doc- 
trines and disciplinary rules delivered by Buddha, This is also 
evident from the conversation of Ananda with Gopaka-Moggallana, 
where the former explains why the monks after Buddha's death 
should not be considered as without refuge (appatisarana). He says 
that they have now a refuge in Dhamma (dhammapatisarana), which, 
he points out, are the doctrines and disciplinary rules. 3 4 

(2) Bhagavato’ mhi putto oraso mukhato jato dhammajo dhamma- 
nimmito dhammadayado iti. 4, Tam kissa hetii ? Tathagatassa h* etam 


1 Majjhima, III, p. 8. .2 Digha, II, p. 154; Milinda, p. 99. 

3 Majjhima, Gopaka-Moggallana Sutta (No. 108). CL Saddhamma 
Sangaha (JP PS., • 1890), ch> x, p. 65 : Buddha says “84,000 clham ma- 
kkhandhas have been preached by me in 45 years. I alone only pass 
away while there are 84,000 dhammakkhandhas which like 84,000 

Buddhas (buddha-sadisa) will admonish you/ 5 

4 Samyutta, II, p. 221 ^ Majjhima, III, p, 29 has the identical 
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aclhlvacanam. Dhammakayo Iti pi Brahmakayo iti pi. Dharnmabhiito 
iti pitl, “Just as a brahman a would say that he is born of Brahma, 
through his mouth — Brahmuno putta orasa mukhato jata brahmaja 
brahmanimmita brahmadayada — so a Sakyaputtiya-samana may say 
that he is born of Bhagava, through his mouth, born of his doctrine, 
made of his doctrine, etc. 1 Though in this passage Dhamma is 
equated with Brahma, the context shows that there is no metaphysical 
sense in it ; it is only to draw a parallel between a brahmana and a 
Sakyaputtiya-samana that Dhammakaya is equated with Brahmakaya. 

(3) Vakkali on his death-bed became very eager to see Buddha 
in person ; so Bhagava came to him and said “Alam Vakkali kim te 
putikayena ditthena. Yo kho Vakkali dhammam passati so mam 
passati. Yo mam passati so dhammam passati.” Just after saying this, 
Buddha referred to his dhamma of impermanence (anicca). There 
are in the Nikayas many passages of this import, which may well 
be taken as precursors of the later Mahayanic conceptions and 
probably formed the basis of their speculations. But the passages 
when read as they stand do not appear to bear any metaphysical 
sense. I11 this passage Buddha refers to his body as pTitikaya (body of 
impure matter), and to lay stress on his doctrines he says that his 
dhamma should be looked upon with the same awe and reverence 
by his disciples as they regard his person. 2 


passage with the addition tf no amisadayado 5 ’ after ''dhammadayado.” 
For the interpretation of “dhammadayado” see Majjhima , I, pp. I2f. 

1 Majjhima , II, p. 84 ; D\gha % III, p. 84 ; Majjhima , III, pp. 195, 
224 has “Bhagava janam janati passatp passati cakkhubhuto nanabhuto 
dhammabhuto”. 

2 Samyutta s III, p.120 ; Majjhima , I, pp. 190, 191 : Yo paticca- 
samuppadam passati so dhammam passati yo dhammam passati so path 
ccasamuppadam passati. For other references, see Prof. Valiee Poussin’s 
article “Notes sur les Corps du Bouddha” in Le Museon> I 9 S 3 > PPv 
259-290. Compare the remarks in the later Pali works, — 

Baddhamma Sangaha (JPTS., 1890), p. 61 : 

Yo me passati saddhammam so mam passati Vakkali 
Apassamano saddhammam mam passe pi na passati. 

Milinda^ p, 71 : yo dhammam passati so bhagavantam 
dhammo hi maharaja bhagavata desito tl 

Ibid*y p. 73 : Dhammakayena pana kho maharaja sakka b 
nidassetum, dhammo hi maharaja bhagavata desito ih 
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(4) The passage in the Anguttara Nikaya ,’ where Buddha says 
that he is neither a god, nor a gandhabba, nor a man, has been 
taken by Prof, Masson-Oursel 1 2 3 4 as showing trace of the Mahay anic 
kaya conceptions. It is not impossible to read some metaphysical 
ideas into the passage, though probably the compiler of the Suttas 
did not mean to convey them. Dona brahmana, noticing the 
sign of the wheel in the feet of Buddha, enquired of him whether 
he was a deva, a gandhabba, a yakkha or a mortal, Buddha replied 

m 

that he was none of these beings as he had got rid of the asavas (im- 
purities) by the continuance of which one remains a deva, gandhabba, 
yakkha or mortal. Just as a lotus is born in water, grows in it 
but remains above and is apart from it, so also Buddha was born in 
the world, grew up in it but overcame it (abhibhuyya) and lived 
unaffected by the same. Therefore, he asked the brahmana not to 
regard him as anything but Buddha. 

Thdre are other passages referring to the miraculous powers of 
Buddha, viz., his ability to live a kalpa or to assume different forms 
and perform such other miracles ; but it will be noticed that these 
powers were attributed not to Buddha alone but also to his disciples in 
general, who had been able to attain the higher stages of sanctification,® 

Kay a-conceptions of the Theravadins rem ained unchanged 

Even if it be assumed that the Mahayanic ideas are latent in the 
above-mentioned expressions though not adequately expressed, the 
discussion in the Kathavatthu to establish the historical existence of 
Buddha as against those who denied it, and the manner in which 
references were made to the events of Buddha’s life as depicted in 
the Nikayas leaves no vestige of doubt about the opinion of the Thera- 
vadins regarding the kaya of Buddha.* 


1 Anguttara, II, p. 38, 

2 Prof. Masson-Oursel in his article “Les trois Corps du Bouddha”, 
/. A., 1913. PP- SSlff. 

3 See Kosa, II, 10 (also for references in the Nikayas). 

4 K. V„ xvii, I : The Vetulyakas held on the basis of the passage 
cited above (no. 4) that “it is not right to say that ‘the exalted Buddha 
lived in the world of mankind.’ The Theravadins did not agree 
with them. Buddhaghosa also pointed out how the passage should 
be interpreted. 



doctrine OF KaYA IN HiNAYaNA AND MAHaYaNA 

Though the terms rupakaya and dharmakaya found their way 
into the later Pali works 1 2 from Mahayana or semi-Mahayana works, 
they did not bring with them any non-realistic sense. Buddhaghosa 
even as late as the fifth century A.C. refers thus to the kayas : <( yo pi 
so Bhagava asiti anuvyanjanapatimandita-dvattimsamahapurisalakkha- 
na-vicitra-rupakayo sabbak arap a risuddha-silakkhan dhad i-gu n ar atana- 
samiddha-dhammakayo yasamahatta-puMamahatta.,....appatipuggaIo 
araham sammasambuddho (‘that Bhagava, who is possessed of a beauti- 
ful rupakaya, adorned with eighty minor signs and thirty-two major 
signs of a great man, and possessed of a dharmakaya purified in every 
way and glorified by slla, samadhi, etc. 3 4 , full of splendour and virtue, 
incomparable and fully awakened’). 5 

In short, the early Hlnayanists conceived the Buddha’s rupakaya 
as that of a human being, 4, and his dhammakaya as the collection 
of his dhammas, i.e. doctrines and disciplinary rules collectively. 


Conception of the Sarvastivadins 

The other school, the Sarvastivadins, who retained the realistic 
conception of Buddha, differed a little from the Theravadins, Un- 
fortunately their original Pitakas in Sanskrit are lost beyond recovery 
and we have to depend for our information about them on the few 
fragmentary pieces of their literature discovered In Central Asia, or on 
the Chinese translations of their Agamas, in which again very little 
spade-work has yet been done. 6 Our main source of information at 
present is the Ahhidharmakom, made accessible to us from Chinese 
by the monumental translation in French by Prof, Vallee 


1 See e.g. Sad. San * (JPTS.) 1890, p/69: 

Sambuddhanam dve kaya rupakayo sirldharo / 

Yo tell! desito dhammo dhammakayo ti vuccati // 

2 The five khandhas referred to here are, slla, samadhi, pamla, 
vimutti and vimuttinanadassana. See Mil., p, 98. 

3 Vism., p, 234; Atthasalinl, p, 13; ‘Nimittabuddha’; pataka s 
I , p. 84 : *Rupakayasiri\ 

4 See Prof. Vallee Poussin’s Bouddhisme , pp. 232k 

5 Dr. Chizen Akanutna (Eastern Buddhist, II, p. 7) quotes some 

passages from the Chinese Anguttara and Samyukta Agamas and 
shows that the dharmakaya of Buddha denoted the collection of 
clharmas (teachings). . . .. 
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Poussin. The Kosa, again, it should be noted, is the work of a 
systematiser and the production of a time much later than that of 
the Agamas, to which it bears the same relation as the Visuddhimagga 
does to the Pali Pitakas, As the present state of our knowledge 
indicates that the Divyavadana and the Lalitavistara 1 2 originally 
belonged to this school, though they were recast by the Maliayanists, 
we must examine with caution some of the statements found in them 
regarding the kaya conception, 

(i) Divyavadana 

There are a few passages in the Divyavadana throwing light on 
the rupakaya and dharmakaya of Buddha and bearing the identical 
sense, of the Pali works. On one occasion jSrona Kotikarna said that, 
through the grace of his teacher, he had seen the dharmakaya of 
Buddha, but as he was anxious to see the rupakaya, he wanted to go 
to the place where Buddha was living at the time. 3 Upagupta once 
said to Mara that he had seen the dharmakaya only and requested 
him to show him the rupakaya. Mara thereupon made an image 
(vigraha) of Buddha replete with all the major and minor signs 
of great men. 8 In the answer that king Rudrayana gave to Bimbi- 
sara that “na rajan krpano loke dharmakayena sarnsprset” (let not, 
O King, an irreligious person 4 5 attain (lit. touch) the dharmakaya), 
the word “dharmakaya” may bear a metaphysical interpretation but 
the context does not warrant it. 6 The remark made by Asoka, after 
Upagupta had pointed out to him the stupa of Ananda. makes the 
sense of dharmakaya quite explicit. It runs thus : ‘That body which 
you all call pure, excellent and made of dharma (dharmatmano 
dharmamayo) was borne (dharitam) by him called Visoka ( = Ananda) 
and therefore his stupa deserves great honour. The lamp of dharma, 
the dispeller of the darkness of afflictions that burnt still among 
men was due to the power of him, the son of Sugatendra, and there- 
fore! should be worshipped with special reverence, 8 


1 Winternitz;, Geschichte etc., II, p. 194. 

2 Divya., p. 19, 3 Divya., p, 360. 

4 Ibid n p. 560*: krpana is defined thus : 

yas'tu dharmaviragartham adharme nirato nrpah / 
sa rajan krpano jfieyas tamastamahparayanah// 

5 Ibid., p. 560, 

§ Divya., pp, 39 & 7 * C f» Przyluski, Asoka, p.408 ; In connection 
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There are, however, Avadanas in the Divyavadana, which were 
not without some Mahayanic tint, for, we read in the Rudrayanava- 
dana, 1 as we usually find in the Mahayanic works, that rays of 
light issued forth from Buddha’s mouth when he smiled, irradiating 
the beings of heaven and hell. It is noteworthy that the Atthasalinl 2 
also speaks of rasmis (rays of light) of six colours issuing out of 
Buddha’s body. It seems that the Mahayanic ideas were percolating 
gradually into the rocky soil of the conservative Theravadins, 

(ii) Lalitavistara 


The Lalitavistara gives us a picture of Buddha more superhuman 
than human and yet far from the Mahayanic conceptions of the 
Sambhogakaya and Dharmakaya, though in the last two chapters it 
dwells on the doctrine of Tathata. In the Lalitavistara Buddha 
is deified but there are no traces of the Trikaya conception. It says 
in many places that Buddha appears in the world of men for lokanu - 
vartana (i.e. to follow the ways of the world), which, if he so desired, he 
could avoid by remaining in one of the heavens and attaining emanci- 
pation there. The running account of Buddha’s life is interrupted at 
times, — probably they are afterthoughts of the compiler — by dialogues 
between Buddha and Ananda, in order to make the treatise appear 
Mahayanic and not Hlnayanic, At one place Buddha explains to 
Ananda that, unlike human beings, he did not stay in the filth of 
mother’s womb but in a jewel-casket (ratnavyuha) 4 placed in the 
womb, which was as hard as adamant but soft to the touch like the 
. down of a Kacilindika bird, and that his birth and other events con- 
nected with it were all superhuman. At the same time he prophesies 
that there will be, in the future, men unrestrained in act, thought and 
speech, ignorant, faithless, proud, believing without deliberation what 
is heard by them, who will not believe in the superhuman nature of 
his birth. 5 One can perceive through the poetical exaggerations of 


with the destruction of the law, Mahamaya exclaiming “Ceux qui sont 
n$s du Corps de la Loi (dharmakaya), ou sont-ils alius ? 

1 Divya., xxxvii, p. 568. 2 Attha., p. 16. 

3 E.g. Mtu n I, pp. 168, 170. 

4 LaL Vis,* pp. 88, 105, 106. This formed one of the points of 
contention of the Mahasanghikas, See Masuda, Early Origin &c. in 
the Asia Major, vol II. 

5 Ibid, t pp. 87ff. This goes against the Sarvastivada 
vada conceptions. 
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the Lalitavistara that it has in view the historical Buddha endowed 
with the major and minor signs — a human being after all, who requires 
to be reminded by the heavenly musicians of the acts of his past lives 
and his resolution to become a Buddha and rescue beings from misery, 
and who needs a stimulus to renounce the world in order to fulfil his 
resolution. 1 2 3 In connection with the offer of houses which was made 
by the gods to the Bodhisattva when he was in the womb, it is said 
that in order to please all the gods who offered houses he caused the. 
the appearance of his pregnant mother Mayadevl in each of those 
houses by means of the Mahavyuha samadhi. This does not clearly 
reflect any idea of Nirmanakaya — it appears more like some of the 
miracles mentioned in the Nikayas, In the last chapter of the 
Lalitavistara where Buddha’s attributes are mentioned, he is called 
the great tree (mahadruma), because he possesses a body of Dharma- 
kayajnana (the knowledge of Dharmakaya). s As this chapter is 
very likely a Mahayanic addition, we may reasonably say that the 
Lalitavistara in its original form as a treatise of the Sarvastivadins 
viewed Buddha as a human being with superhuman attributes* 

(Hi) Abhidkarmakoqa 

We may now consider the * writings of Vasubandhu, the great 
exponent of the Sarvastivada school In his Abhidharmakosa he 
imported a new meaning into the words Dharmakaya and Rupakaya. 
In examining the three Saranas, he tried to bring out the real sense 
of the Buddha, Dharma, and Sangha in which a Buddhist takes refuge. 
He said that those who take refuge in Buddha do, in fact, take refuge 
in the dharmas (qualities) which constitute a Buddha (buddhakaraka), 
l.e. the dharmas by the acquisition of which a certain person is called 
a Buddha, or in other words, the dharmas by the acquisition of which 
a“ person understands all things. These dharmas are ksayajfiana 
(knowledge of the destruction of misery), anutpadajfiana® (knowledge 


1 The descriptions gave opportunity to the Mahayanhts to in- 
vent Upayakausaiya Parainita, the duties of Adhyesana, Yacana, 

etC*. _ ; '• 7 -; ’ • 

2 Lai Vis„ p, 428, 

3 Koia, VI, 67 explains that Ksayajfiana with Anutpada- 
jharia makes Bodhl On account of difference among saints in the 
acquisition of these jnanas, Bodhi is said to be of three kinds; Bra- 
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of the further non-origination of misery), and samyagdrsti (right view) 
of the Asaiksas together with the dharmas attendant on the jhana, 
viz, the five pure skandhas, A dharmakaya is formed of these dharmas. 
In another place, while showing the sameness of the Dharmakayas 
of all Buddhas, he explained the Dharmakaya as a series of pure 
dharmas, or rather a renewal of the psycho-physical organism of 
the substratum (anasravadharmasamtana, asrayaparavrtti). 1 The Dhar- 
makaya then signifies a new purified personality or substratum (asraya), 
but it is pointed out that such a dharmakaya is possessed also 
by an arhat. 2 In the SUtralamkara a such a dharmakaya is also 
attributed to the mother of Sakyamuni or to an advanced upas aka. 
Thus we see that the Kosa has two interpretations of the Dharmakaya, 
one being the qualities adhering to a Buddha and the other 
the purified personality (asraya) possessed by him. The Kosa, in 
fact, replaces the concrete conceptions of the Dharmakaya found in 
the Nikayas and the Divyavadana by an abstract one. In the last 
two works the Dharmakaya signified only the doctrines, viz^ the Bodhh 
pakkhiya dharmas or Anicca, Dukkha and Anatma, together with 
the Vinaya rules contained in the Fatimokkha, while to Vasubandhu 
it meant the qualities adhering to a Buddha as well as the purified 
personality (asraya). 

Referring to the formulae of the $aranas, Vasubandhu says that 
as the physical body (rupakaya) of Buddha does not uudergo any 


vakabodhi, Pratyekabuddhabodhi and Anuttarasamyaksambodhi, 
By the above two jfianas one completely abandons ignorance (asesa- 
vidyaprahanat) ; by the first, one realises the truth that his task is 
accomplished (i.e, the duhkha has been realised by him); by the 
second, one realises that his task is no more to be accomplished, 
(he. the duhkha has been realised by him and he will not have to 
labour any more). ’ 

The samyagdrsti of the Asaiksas is to see things as they are 
really, to know truly the general character (samanyalaksana) of 
dharmas. See Kosa, VI, 50 fn. For a note on the Ksayajnana, see 
Masuda, ‘Origin of Schools etc/, in Asia Major > vol. II, Fasc, L 

1 Kosa, VI I* 34 for the sense of asraya see Ibid> } VIII, 34 fn, 
Cf, asraya parsuddhi, Sutra, p, 186 Lx, 

2 Kosa, IV, 56, - 

3 Huber, Sutralamkara, pp. 217, 390 quoted in the Fr. Transl of 

\7T t 


the Kosa , VII, 32 p, 8x, 
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modification by the acquisition of the quality of Buddha, one should 
not take refuge in the rupakaya of Buddha, which is, in fact, the 
rupakaya of the Bodhisattva and hence sasrava (impure), just as a 
man would respect a monk for the qualities adhering to him and not 
for his person, so a Buddhist should take refuge in Buddhatva and 
not in Buddha the person. In the same way Vasubandhu explains 
the two other gar anas, viz., Dharma and Saogha, the former being 
explained as Nirvana, or the three Truths — Duhkha, Samudaya and 
Marga, or Snkha, Duhkha and Asukha-aduhkha — and the latter as 
the qualities that a sangha of monks is expected to possess. 1 2 

The Vibhasa informs us that there are some who believe that to 
take refuge in Buddha is to take refuge in the body constituted by the 
head, nape of the neck, belly, back, hands and feet of the Tathagata. 
Some say that as the body is born of parents, it is impure (sasrava) 
and therefore it should not be a place of refuge. The refuge should 
be the Asaiksa dharmas, which make a Buddha, i.e., the Dharmakaya. j| 
Apparently the Vibhasa refers in the first case to the earlier Hlnayana 
schools and in the second to the Sarvastivadins and their followers. 

Similar Dharmakaya Conception among the Satyasiddhis 
and the Mahay mists 

The Satyasiddhi school takes almost the same view of the Dhar- 
niakaya as the Sarvastivadins, According to it the Dharmakaya 
is made of glia, samadhi, prajna, vimukti and vimuktijnanadarsana- 
dharmakayas. Buddhaghosa, Nagarjuna and the writer of the Milind- 
dapaHka also refer to such a dharmakaya, 3 It means that the body 
of Buddha was purified by the practices of these five skandhas, and 
hence it can be called Dharmakaya. But as these purifications are 
obtained by Arhats also, Harivarman, the founder of the Satyasiddhi 
school, distinguished the Dharmakaya of Buddha by saying that 
his dharmakaya consisted not only of the above five purificatory 
practices but also of ten powers (da§a bala), four proficiencies (vaiga- 


1 Compare the formulae of Parana in the Nikayas, e.g. D%gha, 
III, p. 227. 

2 Koha„ VI, p. 32; IV, p. ;6n.; VIII, p, 34 . 

3 Vtstn, p. 234 ; M. Vr. (as opinion of non-Madhyamikas), p. 
433 i Mil,, p. 98. 
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raclya) and the three recollections (smrtyupasthana), which the Arhats 
cannot obtain. 1 2 3 

The A bhisamafVMnkarakmkci 7, and the Paficavimsa tksahasvika- 
pra/napardmitap important text-books of the Yogacara school, define 
the Dharmakaya with a similar sense. They say that the various 
dharmas, viz* Bodhipaksikas, Apramanas, Vimoksas, Samapattis and 
so forth, constitute Sarvajnata (omniscience) and Sarvajnata is the 
Dharmakaya. It should be noted that the Karika and the Prajfia- 
paramita use this expnession in a sense different from that current 
in the Mahay an a texts. It is really the Svasambhogakaya of the later 
Vijiianavadins. 

The Prajhaparamitas also maintain the conception that Dharma- 
kaya is produced by dharmas, the highest of which is, according to 
them, the prajhaparamita, he. the knowledge which helps a person to 
realise the dharma-siinyata. The Asiasahasrika takes up the question 
whether the honour shown to the relics of the Tathagatakaya is more 
meritorious than the honour shown to the Prajhaparamita, e.g., by 
making a copy of it The answer given is that the relics depend on the 
body purified by the prajhaparamita, and therefore it is the source 
of Buddhas. The source deserves more honour than the remnants 
of the fruit (he. relics of Buddha) produced therefrom, and therefore it is 
more meritorious to honour the Prajhaparamita than the relics. 4 It adds 
that all teachings of Buddha issue from the Prajhaparamita and the 
Dharmabhanakas preserve and propagate them ; so the Dharmabhana- 
kas should also be respected. They are protected by the Dharmakaya, 
the Prajhaparamita. Sarvajfiata (omniscience) is predominated (pari- 
bhavita) by the prajhaparamita ; from sarvajnata issues the body of 
Tathagata, the relics of whom are worshipped; hence prajhaparamita 
deserves greater honour. 5 

Hlnayanic speculations : (a) Whether rUpahaya is vipakaja ? 

The Kosa maintains that the rupakaya of Buddha endowed with 
the major and minor signs is the result of the excellent karmas of his 


1 Y. Sogen, Systems , etc^ pp, i8x, 182. 

2 Karika , ch, viii, 

3 Pafbcavhnhati, (ASB. ms.) I 224a, 

4 Asta,, ch. iv. 

5 Ibid., p. 99, It is from this conception that the Prajhaparamita 
is addressed as the mother of Buddhas. 


S30 DOCTRINE OF KIYA IN BlNAYlNA AND MAH1YINA 

previous lives, According to it, even the Buddhas cannot escape the 
effects of their karma. The schism created by Devadatta in the sahgha 
is attributed to a deed in one of the previous lives of Sakyamum. 
The Vyakhya and the Vibkaqa explain that it happened to Sakyamuni 
only, and not to any other Buddhas, because in one of his former lives 
he divided by dissension the disciples of an ascetic, possessed of five 
abhijnas. 1 That the Buddhas enjoy or suffer the effects of karma is also 
maintained by the Divyavadam 2 and the Majjhima Nikaya . 3 The 
Divyavadcma refers to a saying of Sakyamuni that even the Jinas them- 
selves are not free from their karmas, while the Majjhima Nikaya says 
that a Tathagata performs good deeds in his previous lives, and as a 
result of those he enjoys in the present pure, and pleasant sensations 
(vedana) only. Tradition says that when Buddha was hurt by the 
splinter of stone thrown by Devadatta, he said that ninety-one kalpas 
ago he had hurt a person by a spear, as the result of which evil deed, 
he now received a wound. 

The Miiindapafdia, however, takes a different view of this matter. 
Admitting that Devadatta created a schism in the sangha, it says 
that as the schism was not created by any act of Buddha's own and 
as it was caused by an external influence, it should be said that 
Buddha as the result of his karma had an undivided assembly (abhejja- 
pariso). In a similar way it explains away the wound or the illnesses 
from which Buddha suffered. First it asserts that Buddha attained 
omniscience after uprooting all roots of evil (akusalamulas ) ; so he 
could not have any more sufferings through karma , It then says 
that apart from karma there are other causes like the three humours, 
seasons, etc. which produce ‘vedana’ (feelings). According to it, the 
wound that Buddha received was due to an ‘opakammika* (accidental) 
cause and his illnesses to causes other than karma , 

{b) Was Buddha a jarayuja or upapaduka ? 

In order to remove doubt from the minds of the people as to the 
nature of the birth of so great and meritorious a being as the Bodhi- 
sattva in his last existence— a doubt expressed also in the Lalita- 
vistara , where a ratnavyuha has been devised for the Bodhisattva’s 
abode in his mother's womb— ‘the Kosa 4 proceeds to show that the 


1 Kosa , VII, 34, p, 8 fn., 84 ; IV, 102, p. 212 fn, 2, 

2 Divya,, p. 416 3 Majjhima, III, p. 227. 

4 Kosa, III, 9. 

k 
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Bodhisattvas possess the power of choosing the manner of their birth, 
(upapattivasitva), and that iSakyamuni chose birth in a uterus 
(jarayu) with two objects. One was to benefit the Sakya clan and 
at the same time not to give opportunity to the people to consider 
him a magician or a god or a demon, and the other was to leave 
some relics of his body, by worshipping which men and other beings 
would go to heaven by thousands, or attain deliverance. 

The Mahasanghikas and their followers 1 assert that Sakyamuni 
was an upapaduka (self-born), and that even his son Rahula was also 
an upapaduka, for Bodhisattvas cannot have kama, They assert 
that Bodhisattvas are possessed of ‘adhisthaniki rddhi’ (i.e. the power 
of appearing anywhere and in any form), and that by that power 
Sakyamuni made a seeming show of his existence in the womb of 
Maya. They conceived Buddha as lokottara (transcendental), and 
fekyamuni as only a phantom (Nirmanakaya), The transcendental 
Buddha has a rupakaya which is limitless, everlasting, free from all 
sasrava dharraas. He is always in samadhi, 2 3 never sleeps or dreams, 
can know everything in an instant of thought. He knows neither 
fatigue nor rest, and is ever busy in enlightening sentient beings. 
His power and his life are limitless, For the benefit of sentient 
beings he appears at will in any one of the six gatis. Whatever he 
utters relates to the truth, though people may understand him differ- 
ently. In short, the Mahasanghikas conceived Buddha as a totally 
supermundane being with illimitable powers and knowledge, who 
never desired to attain Nirvana,® 

Kay a conception at the beginning of Mahay ana 

The Mahayanists incorporated the Nirmanakaya conception of 
the Mahasanghikas into their Trikaya theory, adding the two other, 
Sambhogakaya and Dharmakaya, the former approaching the 
Mahasanghika conception of the transcendental Buddha, while the 
latter was a new philosophic conception of the Mahayanists. 


1 Eg. the Vetulyakas (Kathavatthu). 

2 Cf. Lanka., p. 240 : sada samahitaa ca tathagatah. 

3 For details see Masuda’s Origin and Doctrines of Early Indian 
Buddhist Schools, Asia Major, vol. II, fasc. I ; Anesaki’s article 
in the E. R. E., sv, Docetism (Buddhist) ; Suzuki’s Outlines of Maha- 
yana Buddhism , pp. 249-251. See also Kosa, III, 9 referring to 
Mahavastu , I, pp. 145, 154. 
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These new Kaya conceptions, it seems, did not make much of an 
appeal at the beginning of Mahay an a, The Saddharma-punclarVm and 
the Suvarnaprabhasa tried to erase any lingering impression about the 
historical existence of Sakyamunl In the Saddharmapmiclarlka x we 
find Maitreya Bodhisattva, assuming the r61e of a sceptic and enquiring 
how Buddha could, within a short space of forty years after the attain- 
ment of Bodhi at Gaya, perform the innumerable duties of a Tathagata 
and lead incalculable bodhisattvas to Buddhahood. It appears like 
the paradox of a man of twenty-five years claiming centenarians as 
his sons and the latter calling him their father. Similarly Buddha’s 
pointing to Bodhisattvas who had been performing the various duties 
conducive to Buddhahood for many millions of years as his disciples 
appears paradoxical Maitreya says further that in the minds of those 
Bodhisattvas who recently became Mahayanists (navayanasamprasthitah) 
there may be doubts of this nature ; so the Tathagata should explain 
the paradox for the welfare of the religion. Buddha then asks his 
audience thrice to believe his words (avakalpayadhvam abhisraddad- 
dhvam), and says, “It is not to be considered (naiva drasfcavyanA 
that Bhagavan &akyamuni lately leaving his family attained Bodhi 
at Gaya, I attained sambodhi incalculable ages ago* 2 , and since then 
I have been preaching the dharrna. All that I have said about the 
previous Tathagatas, Dlpahkara etc., and their parinirvana were all 
my own creations. They were only my expedients for imparting the 
dharma (upayakausalyadharmadesanabhinirharanirmitani). All that 
I have said to the effect that I was young, recently born, left home, 
and attained Bodhi, was to appeal to a class of people who otherwise 
would not have been convinced of the excellence of the religion and 
derive benefits therefrom. But all that I said was not untrue, as 
the Tathagatas know what the three dhatus really are - they know 
that the dhatus neither are born nor die, neither produce nor non- 
produce, neither exist nor non-exist $ neither are they the same nor 
different, and they are neither true nor false. All that the Tathagatas 
say is true, but people devoid of right knowledge construe different 
meanings out of it. Though I have not attained parinirvana, I say 
that I have attained it. In order to rouse curiosity in the minds of the 
people and a desire to see Buddha, I say that the appearance of a 
Buddha Is an exceedingly rare event. I made a show of the Nirvana, 
but did notenter into It* but people with distorted views could not 
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see my real self, and busied themselves with the worship of my relics. 
But this also produced a good effect, for they thereby became righteous 
and gave up their passions. From among them I formed my 
sravakasangha, and showed myself at Grdhrakuta, and explained to 
them how to attain the agrabodhi/ 5 

In the Suvarnaprabhcisa 1 Ruciraketu and Kaundilya the brahmana 
play the role of the sceptics, The former enquires why Sakyamuni, 
who performed so many meritorious deeds, should have such a short 
span of life as eighty years. The latter seeks a mustard-like relic of 
Buddha's body to worship and thus go to heaven. Ruciraketu is told 
by the Buddhas of all lokadhatus that they did not know any man or 
god who could calculate the length of Sakyamuni’s life. They said that 
It might be possible to count the drops of water in a sea but it would 
be impossible to ascertain the length of his life. Kaundilya brahmana, 
who only feigned ignorance, was told by Litsavikumara that, just as 
it is absurd to expect cocoanuts from a rose-apple tree, so it is absurd 
to expect a relic from the Buddhakaya. The Tathagatas have no 
origin, they are ever existing and inconceivable. It is only the 
Nirmitakaya that is shown by them. How can a body, in which there 
is no bone or blood, have a dhatu (relic)? Buddhas have only 
Dharmakaya and there is only the Dharmadhatu, 

Nirmanakaya 

The Mahayanic texts tried to show, on the one hand, that the 
Hlnayanists were wrong in their belief that Saky a muni was really a 
man of flesh and blood and that relics of his body existed, while on 
the other hand, they introduced the two conceptions of Nirmanakaya 
and Buddhakaya. Whatever is said to have been done by Sakyarrmnl 
is accounted for by these texts as the apparent doings of a phantom 
of the Buddhakaya, a shadowy image created to follow the ways of 
the world (lokanuvartana),* in order to bring conviction to the hearts 
of the people that the attainment of Buddhahood was not an impossi- 
bility. As the Buddhas possess the knowledge of all that is to be 
done (krtyanusfchanajhana), 3 they can take any form they desire for 
the illumination of the various classes of beings, The Mahayanic 
conception of the Nirmanakaya is essentially the same as that of the 
Mahasanghikas, 
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The Prajfiaparamitas in their quaint way refer to the Nirmanakaya 
or Rfipakaya. The Pancavimmti says that a bodhisattva after acqui- 
ring all the necessary dharmas and practising prajhaparamita, becomes 
Sambuddha. He then renders service to beings of all lokadhatus 
(worlds) of the ten corners at all times by Nirmanamegha (Nirmana- 
clouds). This is called the Nairmanika-kaya. 1 

From the Chinese sources 3 we are informed that Nagarjuna in 
his commentary on the Prajhaparamita, called the Mahaprajhapara- 
mita sastra, speaks of two kayas, rupakaya and dharmakaya, The 
former is the body born of parents, possessing the qualities of sentient 
beings, and is subject to human frailties. It was born in Kosala while 
his dharmakaya was born at Rajagrha. The material body was neces- 
sary for “earthly truth.” It was for the deliverance of beings that 
Buddha assumed different bodies, different names, birth-places and 
ways of emancipation. This interpretation- of rupa- and dharma-kayas 
is also followed in the Chinese Parinirvanasutra and Sandhinir- 
mocanasTitm ,* 

Some of the Yogacara texts furnish us with the following infor- 
mation regarding the conception of Nirmanakaya as prevailing among 
the Yogacarins : 

(i) The STUrcdankara 4 explains the Nirmanakaya to be those 
forms which are assumed by Buddhas to render service to beings of 
the various worlds. It generally refers to the human form that 
Buddha takes in order to make a show of his acquiring the ordinary 
arts and crafts required by an average man, living a family life and 
then retiring from it, and ultimately attaining Nirvana by recourse 
to ascetic practices, 

(ii) The Yijfiaptimatratasiddhi tells us that the Nirmanakaya Is 
meant for Sravakas, Pratyekabuddhas, Prthagjanas (common men) 
and Bodhisattvas, who are not yet in one of the ten bhumis. It may 
appear in all lands whether pure or impure, 5 The Chinese commen- 
taries on the Siddhi mention the various ways, in which Buddha can 
transform his body or another's body or voice, and his or others 1 ' mind/ 
to suit his purpose. Not only could he transform himself into Sakya- 


t Paficavhnmti (Cambr. ms,) 343b, 

2 C. Akanuma, E, B., II, pp. 17ft * Masada, Die Individual is- 
tische Idealistnus , etc., p. 60, 

3 & B* pp, 2 if, 4 Sutra., p. 45, 

S Masuda, Die Individmlistische , etc,, p, 60. 
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muni, or feriputra Into a young girl, but he could also create an 
altogether new apparitional body, not, of course, a living, thinking 
being. 1 2 Often he assumed the voice of Brahma or expressed him- 
self through the mouth of Sariputra or Subhfiti, and It was for this 
reason that we find Sariputra or Subhuti explaining some of the 
abstruse Mahayana teachings, which they themselves were not expect- 
ed to understand. 3 The third way in which he could transform his 
voice was to produce sounds from the sky. His thoughts were supra- 
mundane (lokottara) and pure (anasrava). He could produce in his 
mind any thought he liked ; in fact, he appeared in his Nirmitakaya 
as Sakyamuni with a mind (citta) suited to the ways of the world. 
He could also impose his thoughts on the minds of others. 

(iii) The Abhisaviayalankarakarika thinks that there are four 
kayas, of which the Svabhavikakaya is real, and the three others, viz., 
Dharmakaya ( « Svasambhogakaya), Sambhogakaya ( » Parasambhoga- 


kaya) and Nirmanakaya are samvrta (i.e. unreal) which are meant for 
Buddhas, Bodhisattvas and Sravakas respectively. According to it 
the Nirmanakaya was intended for Sravakas and Bodhisattvas, who 
are not yet in one of the ten bhumis. It describes the Nirmanakaya as 
a body unsevered from the real kaya ; and as the actions performed 
by it are similarly unsevered from the kaya, they should be regarded 
as asamsara (transcendental, he. not worldly). Then it proceeds to show 
that the thirty-seven kinds of purificatory actions performed by the 
Nirmanakaya are really the actions of the Dharmakaya. The thirty- 
seven actions, as explained by it, are the thirty-seven steps through 
which a Nirmanakaya passes after its inception. They are as follows : 3 
A Nirmanakaya (i) is unmindful of good or bad forms of existence ; 
in other words, takes birth as an animal, human being or god as 
necessities require — this is called gatiprasamam ; (ii) practises the four 
samgrahavastus (elements of popularity) $ (iii) enlightens himself 
about matters opposite and similar, good and evil, by the srutamayi 
and such other means of knowledge, and then applies himself to the 
service of others, keeping himself unconcerned (i.e, having no anumya , 
like a magician (for the things made by him magically) ; (iv) prac- 


1 1 have derived this information from Prof, de la Va 
Poussin, 

2 See Ada „ pp. 14 33, 414 

3 journal Asiatique , 1913, p. 604 
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tises the six paramitas purified in three . ways irimandalavisuddhi) ; 
(v) performs and persuades others to perform, the ten kumlakarma - 
pat has (moral duties) and thus establish all in the path leading to 
Buddhaliood ; (vi) exerts for realising the non-existence in reality 
of all things ; (vii) comprehends the non-duality of things and the 
all-pervasiveness of the dharma-dhatu, and so on, until he reaches 
the Tathagatabhumi after realising the absence of difference between 
things constituted and unconstituted, 1 In short, the Karika wants 
to say that the whole course of life of a Bodhisattva, extending 
through incalculable births, is nothing but the Nirmanakaya, a thing 
not separate from the Dharmakaya, as, in fact, according to the 
Mahayana philosophy, all creations are neither the same as, nor 
different from, the dharmadhatu. 

(iv) The Lahkavatara explains the relation of the Nirmanakaya 
to the Dharmakaya in the same way. It states that the Nirmita- 
buddhas are not produced by actions; the Tathagata is neither in 
them nor outside them (sarve hi nirmitabuddha na karmaprabhava 
na tesu tathagato na canyatra tebhyas tathagatah).* It is only when 
the sons of the Jina realise the visible world to have no existence 
apart from the citia that they obtain the Nirmanakaya free from 
forty a and samskam , and endowed with bala> abhijfui and vaUtaP 
Like the Siddhi, it says that the Tathagatas by creating Nirmana- 
kaya perform the various duties of a Tathagata (Tathagatakrtya). 4 
It gives also the interesting information that Vajrapani serves as an 
attendant on the Nirmitanirmanabuddhas, and not on the real 
Buddhas 5 : and that the function .of such a Buddha is to preach and 
explain the characteristics of dana, slla, dhyana, samadhi, citta, prajha, 
jfiana, skandha, dh&tu, ayatana, vimoksa, and vijnana, 0 

Sambhogakaya 

We have seen that the Rupakaya or Nirmanakaya was meant for 
the Sravakas, Pratyekabucldhas, Prthagjanas and Bodhisattvas who 
were not in one of the ten bhumis, so another kaya had to be devised, 
A very subtle kaya, for the benefit of the Bodhisattvas. This is called 


1 . AbhisamayaladMraMriha, (A,S,B. ms.) 1 . $b ; also /, Ah, 1913, 

■ : 

Lanka^ pf.242* 

■'gi--'- ''ilaipkt % n p. 73. 

' $■ . Ibid,, p. 242. 


4 Ibid,, p. 240. 
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Parasambhogakaya, as distinguished from Svasambhogakaya, a similar 
subtle body perceived by the Buddhas alone. It is this Parasam- 
bhogakaya which plays the role of. a preacher of the various Mahayana 
sutras, the scenes being mostly laid either at Grdhrakufca, the only 
place in the three dhatus considered pure and suitable for the 
appearance of a Sambhogakaya, or in the Sukhavati-vyuha, or in one 
of the heavens. 

It will be observed from the description of the appearance of 
Buddha and his manner of preaching the Sutras that the Mahayanists 
were not yet able to forget or rise above the human conception of the 
Hinayanists. They still give Sakyamuni the role of the presiding 
Buddha of the universe, to whom flock reverently with flowers, 
incense etc. all the Bodhisattvas, Sravakas and Grhapatis of the 
various lokadhatus of the ten directions, to hear from him the 
Prajnaparamita, the Saddharmapundarika, or the Gandavyuha. These 
Bodhisattvas again have their own tutelary Buddhas, who, according to 
the Mahayana metaphysics, possess the same Dharmakaya as Sakya- 
muni. They also come or are sometimes sent by their Buddhas, with 
messages of greetings and flowers as tokens of their regard, to Sakya- 
muni Buddha, whose Buddhaksetra is at present the Saha-lokadhatu. 
Sometimes the descriptions go so far as to say that the Buddhas them- 
selves came to hear discourses from Sakyamuni Buddha, and the con- 
course of Buddhas and Bodhisattvas became so great that the Saha-loka- 
dhatu had to be cleared of all oceans, mountains, seas, rivers, and cities, 
as well as gods, men and other beings. As we read in the Hinayana 
texts that monks used to come to meet Buddha, bringing with them 
one or two samaneras, so also we read in the Saddharmapundarika 
that on account of insufficiency of space the countless Buddhas 
could not bring with them more than one or two Bodhisattvas as 
attendants (upasthapakas),' 1 2 

Now let us see what was their conception of the Kaya of this 
Buddha. According to the Satasahasrika and the Pancavimsati - 
sahasrika it Is an exceedingly refulgent body, from every pore 
of which streamed forth countless brilliant rays of light, illuminat- 
ing the lokadhatus as innumerable as the sands of the Ganges* 
When this body stretched out its tongue, innumerable rays of light 


1 Sad, P, } pp. 244-245, 

2 Sata,> pp. 8-29; Paficavimsati, pp, 6ff f $ For ‘Asecanaka* see 


Samadhirajasutra, (B* T, S. ed.), p* xo, 
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issued forth from it, and on each ray of light was found a lotus of 
thousand petals on which was seated a T athagatavigrah a (an image 
of the Tathagata, a sort of Nirmanakaya), preaching to Bodhisattvas, 
Grhasthas (householders), Pravrajitas (recluses) and others the dharma 
consisting of the six paramitas. After a Simhavikrldita samadhi his 
body illuminated the trisahasramahasahasra lokadhatu just as the bright 
clear sun or the full-moon illuminates the world. Buddha then shows 
his Prakrtyatmablmva (real form) to all the worlds. The several 
classes of gods as well as the men of the four continents, Jambudvlpa, 
Aparagodana etc., see this Prakrtyatmabkava and think that the 
Tathagata is sitting before them and preaching the doctrine. From 
this body again some rays of light issue forth by which all beings of 
all lokadhatus see Sakyamuni Buddha preaching the Prajfiaparamitas 
to his safigha of monks and congregation of Bodhisattvas. 

Though this conception of the refulgent body of Buddha found 
currency in the Prajfiaparamitas, the expression Sambhogakaya was 
still unknown to them. It was usually called by them Prakrtyatma- 
bliava (natural body) or Asecanaka-atmabhava (All-diffusing body). 
As a matter of fact, the Aqtas&hasrika is not even aware of the Pra- 
krtyatmbhava or Asecanaka-atmabhava , showing clearly its priority to 
the other Prajfiaparamitas. It speaks only of Rupakaya and Dharma- 
kaya 1 and the long glorious description of Buddhakaya, which appears 
in the Sata and Paiicavimmti as 'nidana’ (introduction) to the text, is 
totally absent from it. It is only in the recast version of the Paftca- 
vim'sati that the expression Sambhogika-kaya was introduced by way 
of giving a gist of the topic. 2 In it the Sambhoga-kaya is described 
thus : Bodhisattvas, after attaining bodhi by means of the prajfiapara- 
mita, take a body endowed with thirty-two major and eighty minor 
signs with a view to preach the doctrines of Mahayana to the bodhi- 
sattvas and at the same time to arouse in their minds joy, delight and 
love for the excellent dharma 3 . The Prajfiaparamitas regarded this 
refulgent kaya as nirmita (created), and as such they included it in 
Rupakaya and did not feel the necessity of introducing the conception 
of a third kaya, the Sambhogika. 

In keeping with this dvikaya theory of the Prajfiaparamitas, Nagar- 
juna also did not refer to, or probably was not aware of, the third 
kaya, the Sambhogika. Both Drs. Akanuma and Masuda could not 


x Ada., pp. 338,49;, 513- 
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trace the conception of Sambhogakaya in Nagarjuna's MahaprapM- 
paramita-mstra , Dr. Akanuma also mentions his disinclination to 
accept the “Hymns of the Triple Body (Trikaya)'* ascribed by the 
Tibetans to Nagarjuna as a work of the famous Nagarjuna. 1 If the 
Karikhs of Nagarjuna on the Tathagatakaya 2 be examined, it also 
becomes apparent that Nagarjuna was interested in giving an exposi- 
tion of the real kaya (i.e. Dharmakaya or Svabhavakaya) only. To 
him the distinction of Sambhogakaya and Rupakaya was unimportant, 
as both of them were unreal. 

Thus, we see that up to the time of Nagarjuna, the conception 
of Sambhogakaya was not distinguished from that of Rupa-or Nirmana- 
kaya. The Lankavatara presents us first with this conception, calling 
it Nisyanda- or Dharmata-nisyanda-Buddha, and it seems that the 
term Sambhogakaya was not yet current. We have seen that in 
H may ana works also it is pointed out that the super-excellent body 
of Buddha, endowed with the major and minor signs of great men, 
was due to the countless meritorious deeds performed by him in his 
previous lives 3 . The Chinese rendering of Sambhogakaya by hsing Jo , 
in which hsing means fruit or reward, also indicates that Sambhoga 
had no other sense than ‘vipaka or nisyanda'. The later Yogacarins 
called it Parasambhogakaya in order to distinguish it from the other 
kaya called by them Svasambhoga. Though the Astasahasrika does 
not distinguish Sambhogakaya from the Nirmanakaya, it refers to 
the super-excellent body of Buddha as the result of his meritorious 
acts in previous lives. 4 The Lank avatar a by using the expression 
Vipakaja or Vipakastha, shows a stage of transition from the Hlnayamc 
conception of Vipakaja-kaya to that of Mahayanic Parasambhogakaya. 

The Lankavatara says that the function of the Nisyanda Buddha 
is to teach the parikalpita (imaginary) and parat antra (relatively 
existent) nature of things to those persons, who weave a net of 
thought-constructions around themselves being unaware of the dream- 
like nature of things. 5 This is also the function of Sakyamuni of 


i. Eastern Buddhist, II, pp. i7ff, .1 

2 M. Vr., ch. XXII, ' Jig 

3 Lanka., pp. 28, 34 ; see ante. pp. 529-530, , --fil 

4 Asia., p, 515, Buddhanam kfvyah krlranasamutpannah piirva- 
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the Sahalokadhafcu when he Imparts the teaching of the Prajfiapara* 
mitas or the Saddharma-Pundarlka. 1 * 

(ii) The Sutralankara also does not distinguish Sambhogakaya 
Into Svasambhoga and Parasambhoga. It says that with this body 
Buddhas enjoy the dharmas and it is different according to the different 
lokadhatus, implying thereby that a Buddha of each lokadbatu has 
his own Sambhogakaya which is different from those of other Buddhas 
of other Buddhak§etras. 5 

(iii & iv) The Suvarnaprabhasa and the A bhisamaycdankarakarika 
tell us that the Sambhogakaya is a very subtle body of Buddha, It is 
endowed with all the mahapurusa signs and is generally assumed 
by Buddhas for imparting the higher and metaphysical truths to 
the advanced bodhisattvas. The Suvarnaprabhasa 3 also does not 
speak of the two forms of Sambhogakaya, to be found in the Siddhi. 

(v) The Siddhi says that there are two Sambhogakayas called 
P ar asa mbhogakay a and Svasambhogakaya. The former is seen by 
bodhisattvas, while the latter is seen by the Buddhas of the various 
lokadhatus, and not by bodhisattvas. As regards refulgence, illimit- 
ability and immeasurability there is no difference between these two 
kayas. Both of them have colour and form (varna-rupa-samsthana) 
as well as sound (sabda). On account of the knowledge of sameness 
(samata) obtained by Buddhas, the body is anasrava (pure). It can 
appear only in a pure land like the Sukhavatlvyuha or Grdhrakufca< 
The differences between the Para-sambhogakaya and the Sva-sam- 
bhogakaya are that the former has the mahapurusalaksanas while the 
latter has not, and that the citta of the former is as unreal as that of 
the Nirmanakaya, while the citta of the latter Is real, and besides, 
this citta possesses the four jfianas, viz., adarsajfiana (mirror-like 
knowledge), 4 samata-jnana (knowledge of the sameness of all things), 
pratyaveksana-jfiana (knowledge of distinguishing subject, object 
and the varieties of things) and krtyanusthana'jnana (knowledge of 
doing all that is to be done).* The rupa of both the Sambhogakayas 
Is exceedingly subtle and expansive without limit, yet it is sapratigka 


i The function of Nirmitabuddha is to teach dana, ilia etc. 

see ante, p. 536, 2 Sutra., pp. 45-6. 

3 Suzuki, Outlines etc., p* 257 ; in the published portion of the 
Sanskrit text (B. T« S.) this passage does not occur, 

4 Cf. Digit a ^ II } p a 93 : Dhammadasa. 

5 Explained in detail in the Sutrl> pp, 46ff; Mvyert< t 5, 
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(possessed o£ the quality of obstruction). Nevertheless the subtle 
bodies of countless Buddhas are interpenetrable. 

The recast version of the Pancavimhafi 1 refers to the Sambhoga- 
kaya, and does not, like the Karika> distinguish between Dharmakaya 
( = Svasambhoga) and Parasambhogikakaya, the reason being that 
in the original version of the Pancavimhati , there must have been, as 
in the other Prajhaparamitas, the conceptions of only two kayas, and 
not of three or four. The Karika i, in fact, supports the Siddhi in regard 
to the conception of kayas, using only somewhat different names. 
The conception of the Svasambhogakaya shows a tendency of the 
Yogacara school to posit something like the Isvara of the Upanisads 
behind the phenomenal universe. The Dharmakaya corresponds 
to the impersonal absolute of the Vedanta, the Brahman, and the 
Sambhogakaya to the Isvara when Brahman assumes name and form. 
Every Buddha, it should however be noted, has his own Sambhoga- 
kaya but all Buddhas have one Dharmakaya. The Lankavatara also 
gives hints to this effect. It says that abhciva (absence of anything) 
is not Tathagata, and again, as Tathagata is described as ‘Anutpada- 
anirodha’, it has some meaning. It then denotes the Manomaya- 
dharmakaya 2 . It cannot be seen by non-Buddhists, Sravakas, 
Pratyekabuddhas and even Bodhisattvas in one of the first seven 
bhumis. Just as different names of one thing or one person like hasta, 
kara, pant, or, Indra, Sakra, Purandara indicate different aspects of the 
same thing so also the different names of Sakyamuni Buddha in the 
Sahalokadhatu, e, g, Svayambhuva, Nayaka, Vrsabha, Visnu, Isvara, 
Pradhana, Kapila, Soma, Bhaskara, Rama, Vyasa ; or, $unyata, Tathata 
Bhutakoti, Nirvana, Sarvajna etc. Indicate the different aspects of ^ak ya- 
rn uni Buddha 3 , People being subject to the conceptions of two 
extremes 'is* or ‘is not' (dvayantapatitaya) do not know that Buddha 
is like a reflection of the moon on water neither appearing nor dis- 
appearing. In this passage there is a clear hint that this Manomaya- 
dharmakaya, existing in the Sahalokadhatu, is the same as the 
Svasambhogakaya of the Siddhi and the Asecanaka-atmabhava or 


1 Paficavimmii (A, S. B. ms) 1 . 359a. Cf. $iksa„ p. 159 ; Boclhic,, 
pp* 1, 4 ; Mtu.j III, pp. 344, 452. 

2 For definition of Manomayakaya and its three sub-divisions, 
see Lanka p. 81 ; Suzuki, E. B iv, pp. 284-5. 

3 Lank a, > pp. 192-3 ; cf. DfiSa., p, 55 * 
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Prakrtyatmabhava of the Prajhaparamitas, and it corresponds to the 
Upanisadic conception of Isvara. 

Dharmakaya 

The three Kay as, of which we have so far spoken, belong strictly 
to the realm of Samvrti, worldly and transcendental, and as such they 
were treated as Rupa or Nirmanakaya by the early Mahayanists, 
including Nagarjuna. The only real kaya of Buddha is the Reality 
as conceived by the Mahayanists, and is not different from the things 
or beings of the universe 1 2 . Though an attempt to define it by the 
current words and expressions is bound to be not only incorrect but 
misleading, the Mahayanic texts tried to give an idea of it as far as the 
language permitted. The Karika and the Siddhi call it Svabhavika 
or Svahhava kaya. It is, according to them, immeasurable and 
inimitable. It fills all space, It is the basis of the Sambhoga- and 
Nirmana-kayas, It is devoid of all marks (i. e. mahapurusalaksanas) 
and is inexpressible (nispraparica). It is possessed of eternal, real and 
unlimited gunas. It has neither citta nor rupa, and again it is not 
different from them. There is one and only one Dharmakaya, 
Buddhas may have their individual Sambhogakayas but they have 
all one Dharmakaya®. It can only be realised within oneself and not 
described, for that would be like the attempt of the blind man to 
describe the sun, which he has never seen 3 . 

It is often questioned whether the conception of Dharmakaya 
can be traced in the Prajhaparamitas and the works of Nagarjuna, 
and whether the Prajhaparamitas and works of Nagarjuna admit of such 
a reality, or rather preach pure and simple negativism ? To put in 
another way, was it the object of the Prajhaparamitas and Nagarjuna’s 
works to point out only the incongruities of the world and worldly 
knowledge and avoid making any statement about the Reality or 
the truth ? 

The Adasahasrika and other Prajhaparamitas, though unrelenting 
in their negation of every possible statement about the reality, 
never assert that Tathata or Surtyata or Dharmakaya in its 
real sense is also non-existing. The statements like ‘tathatavikara 


1 In a Buddhist inscription of Battambang, a stanza in salutation 
of Buddha brings out this idea. See Le Museon, vol VII. 

2 Cf. Vis. M., p, 50S : Nirvana is one for all Buddhas. 

3 Masuda, op, cifc, p, 59 ; Suzuki, Awakening of Faiths p, 62. 
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nirvikaravikalpa nirvikaipa’ (Suchness is immutable, unchangeable, 
beyond percept and distinctions) 1 show rather a positive concept" 
ion of the Reality than a purely negative Tone. In regard to the 
Dharmakaya also the Astasahasrika makes similar statements. 
It says that he who knows that the dharmas, existing in the world 
or preached by the Tathagata, have no more existence than 
things in a dream and, does not enquire whence the Tathagata 
comes and where does he go, realises the Tathagata through 
Dharmata. 2 3 The Buddhakaya, that people speak of, arises through 
cause and condition like the sound of a flute; it has really no appear- 
ance or disappearance. Those who run after the form and voice of 
the Tathagata and conceive of his appearance and disappearance is 
far from the Truth 1 *. No further statements than this can be made 
about the Reality, for that would be again prapanca. When the 
Astasahasrika asserts that T athagata does not exist, it refers to that 
Tathagata as conceived by one on reading the Mahayana texts. 
Even the Rodhisattvas, unless and until they reach the tenth bhumi, 
cannot extricate themselves from a conception of the Tathagatakaya, 
however subtle it may be (e. g. the Svasambhogakaya). They are 
still under a delusion and it is this delusion that the P r a jnapar a mit as 
endeavour to remove by asserting that there is no Tathagata. 

Nagarjuna by denying the existence of a so-called Tathagata does 
nothing more than what the Prajfiaparamitas endeavour to establish. 
His point is that, if hhavasantati (series of existence) be admitted 
then the existence of a Tathagata should also be admitted, 4 for the 
Tathagata represents the ultimate state of this hhavasantati ; it is a 


i Asta„ p» 507 • of. another passage : ya ca tathagatatathata ya 
va ca dharma-tathata ekaivaisa tathatadvayadvaidhlkaradvayatathata na 
kvacit tathata na kutascit tathata na kasyacit tathata tatah sa tatha- 
tadvayadvaidhlkaradvayat^thata. (That which is Tathagata- tathata 
and that which is all-things-tathata are non-dual, one and the same, 
Tathata is neither anywhere nor arises from anywhere, nor belongs 
to anything, hence as Tathata does not belong to anybody ; it is non- 
dual and one). For other passages of similar import, see M. ch. 


2 Asia.) p. 514: te dharmataya tathagatam prajanati, Cf.JT. Ff., 
448 ; dharmato budclha drastavyah, 

3 Ada., p.513, 

4 M Vr„ p, 431 : vidyata eva bhavasantatis tathagatasadbhavat. 
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state attained by a being after a long series of existence. As in 
reality (paramarthatah) there is no bhavasantati, there is also no 
Tathagata — that being who is supposed to have become Tathagata 
after practising mahakaruna and other virtues, and thereby attaining 
omniscience. If the Tathagata had really existed, he would either 
be the same as five skandhas or different from them, or the skandhas 
would be in him or he in the skandhas, but as he is none of these nor 
any one of these is he, he cannot have any real existence. By these 
and other similar arguments Nagarjuna asserts that there is no Tatha- 
gata. By such denial he only establishes that the Tathagata as the 
ultimate state of bhavasantati does not exist. 

Candraklrtl, in support of Nagarjuna’s arguments, quotes a passage 
from the Asiasahasrika (p. 479), in which Buddha and his dharma are 
compared to may a or svapna, but at the same time he says "we do 
not assert the nomexistence (nastitva) of the Tathagata in every way, 
for then we would be guilty of apavada (denial), and yet being 
desirous of describing the Tathagata by means of vyavahara-satya 
(conventionally) and by taking recourse to super-impositions (samaropa) 
we say that he is sunya or asunya, or sunyasunya or nalva iunyam 
nasunyam. But he who endeavours to realise the true Tathagata by 
having recourse to statements and denials will never know him. 
Candraklrti in support of this quotes the verses from the Vajracchedika y 
to which the Astasahasrika also refers, viz., “he who endeavoured to 
see me through my form and voice could not see me because 

dharmato buck! ha drastavya dharmakaya hi nayakah/ 
dharmata capy avijheya na sa sakya vijanitum// 

(A buddha is to be seen in the sense of dharmata (nature of dharmas), 
for the leaders (of men) have only Dharmakaya. That dharmata is 
unknowable (so also is the Tathagata) 1 2 3 * . 

Nagarjuna concludes his examination of the Tathagatakaya by 
identifying Tathagata with the world (jagat) 5 , or nature itself, and 
asserting that the Tathagata, . whom people or even Bodhisattvas have 


1 lbid, % p. 432, Na hy ekena janrnana sakyam tathagatatvam 

anupraptum, 'll® 

2 If. Vfn p. 44 s ; c f» Asia,, pp. 513, 514 ; Vafra n p. 43, 

3 Tathagato vatsvabhavas tat svabhavam id am jagat/ 

Tathagato nihsvabhavo nihsvabhavam idam jagat// 

M, Vr, t pp. 448-9, 
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in view, is only a bimba (image) of kusaiadharmas and is not the real 
Tathata or Tathagata 1 . A dialectician like Nagarjuna cannot go 
further than this to establish the Reality. It is by denial of the 
existence of unreal things, including the so-called Tathagata, that 
he points towards the Reality — the real Tathagatakaya, the 
Dharmakaya 2 . 

The conception of Dharmakaya was of special interest to the 
Yogacarins. The Lankavatara 3 in describing it says that Dharmata- 
Buddha is without any substratum (niralamba) and lies beyond the 
range of functioning organs of sense, proofs or signs and hence beyond 
the vision of Sravakas, Pratyeka-buddhas or the non-Mahayanists. 
It is to be realised within one's own self. The Sutralahkara 4 calls it 
Svabhavika-dharmakaya. It is one and the same kaya in all Buddhas, 
very subtle, unknowable and eternal The Trimsika B explains the 
Dharmakaya as the transformed a§raya (substratum)— the a lay a- 
vijhana- — the transformation being effected by knowledge (jhana) and 
the suppression of the two evils (dausthulyas), viz., klesavarana and 
jtleyavarana. The Aloha 6 on the Abhisamayalahkarakarika also 
explains the Dharmakaya in a similar way. According to it, there 
are two kinds of Dharmakaya, one being the Bodhipaksika and other 
dharmas, which are themselves pure and productive of clear knowledge 
(nisprapancajnanatmaka) and the other the transformed asraya of the 
same, which is then called Svabhavakaya. Prof. Stcherbatsky 7 
supplies us with nearly the same information that we find in the Aloha 
from some source, which he does not mention. He says that ^accord- 
ing to the early Yogacaras the Dharmakaya is divided into Svabhava- 
kaya (ho-bo-hid-sku) and Jhanakaya (ye-ses-kyi-sku), the first is the 
motionless (nitya) substance of the universe, the second is anitya, i.e. 
changing, living." Evidently what the Professor means by jilanakaya 
is the Dharmakaya, consisting of the Bodhipaksika and other dharmas, 
of the Aloha. That the Svabhavakaya is the nityakaya, as pointed 


M \ Vt \ , p. 449, 

Prapahcayanti ye buddham prapahcatltam avyayam / 
Te prapaficahatah sarve na pasyanti Tathagatam// 
See also M* ¥r %> p, 534, 

Lanka,, pp e $7, 70. 

TrimUka, p. 44, 

Con, of A 7 ,* p. 18511. 


4 Sufrti,, p. 

> T A 

6 J. A., 1913, 
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out by him, is also supported by the Suvarnaprabhasa and other 
texts 3 . 

The Chinese commentators on the Siddhi say that Dharmakaya 
is the metaphysical principle of real citta and rnpa of the Tathagata. 
It is the real nature of things, and it can be equated with Tathata, 
Dharmadhatu or Tathagatagarbha. 1 2 

The goal of Bodhisattvas is to realise the Dharmakaya. Every 
being has the Dharmakaya, or the Dharmakaya comprises all beings 
of the world, but beings being blinded by avidya do not realise this 
fact. What the Bodhisattva aims at is the removal of this avidya 
and the realisation of the fact that he is the same as the Dharmakaya. 
The Aloha on the Karika-* enumerates gradual steps through which 
a Bodhisattva passes, and points out that the last step of a Bodhisattva 
is to realise the Dharmakaya (dharmakayabhisambodhena bhavisyati), 
after which it becomes easy for him to assume any one of the four 
kayas. In the Lankavatara we notice that Mahamati is anxious to 
know how a Bodhisattva after completion of the ten bhumis can 
attain the Tathagatakaya or Dharmakaya and go to any one of the 
Buddhaksetras or heavens. The Lankavatara also describes in rosy 
colours the prospect of attaining Dharmakaya. It says that a Bodhi* 
sattva after attaining the Mahadharmamegha in the ninth bhumi is 
adorned with many jewels, and sits on a lotus in a jewelled palace 
surrounded by other Bodhisattvas of his status. He there comprehends 
the illusory nature of all things. He is anointed (abhiseka) by Vajra- 
pani .. as a son of Buddha. He then goes beyond the bhumi of Buddha- 
sutas by realising within himself the dharmanairatmya and confronts 
the Dharmakaya. 4 The Trimsika says that just as Vimuktikaya is the 
goal of the arhats so Dharmakaya is the goal of Bodhisattvas. It 
shows that as the arhats by getting rid of klesavarana obtain a 
purified kaya so also a Buddha by getting rid of both klesa- and j&eya- 
Y&taiYas obtains the Dharmakaya. 5 

Nalinarsha Dutt 


1 Suvarnaprabhasa (B. T. S.), p. 8 * Lanka., p, 78 ; Sutra., p. 46. 

2 l have derived this information from Prof, de la Valloe Poussin. 
In Lanka, (pp. 77, 78) the Tathagatagarbha is described as nitya, 
dhruva, Sasvata, §iva etc. just as the non-Buddhists speak of their 
great soul as nitya, karta, nirgtma, vibhu, avyaya. 

3 J> An 19 * 3 - 

4 Lanka., pp # 51, 70. 5 Trimhika % p, 44, 
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The Adipurana and Brhatkatha 

a ..... ^ ■ ■■ '■ 

In the March issue of the I HQ, Mr, A. Venkatasubbiah has 
tried to establish the connection of Gunadbya’s Brhatkatha with the 
Adipurana of Sri Jinasena, and he doubts the possibility of the Jaina 
author having taken a work like Gunadhya’s Brhatkatha "as the source 
of his account of the Tirthankara Esabha’s life, when lay writers of the 
Jaina faith like Pampa and Camundaraya mention as the source of 
their accounts of the life-story of that Tirthankara, the works of the 
Jaina priests Kuci-bhatfaraka, Nandi-muni and Kavi-Paramesvara." 
And on this very account he presumes that the word ‘Brhatkatha’ 
used by Jinasena in verse 115 (of his Adipurana) refers to one of the 
real or mythical works of Kuci-bhatfearaka, Nandi-muni and Ravi- 
Paramesvara. 

The writer is right in his presumption, For, Sri Jinasena has 
clearly mentioned, and paid his obeisance to, the above Jaina authors 
named last in his Adipurana before the verse No. 115, 1 and his 
disciple Sri Gunabhadra-svami, who completed the remaining portion 
of the Adipurana , makes us infer that Sri Jinasena based his book 
on the life of the first Tirthankara upon the "Gadya-katha” of Sri 
Kavi-Paramesvara : — 


Hteil 

Undoubtedly, therefore, Jinasena used the words '■Brhatkatha’ , 
'Gunadhya,’ etc., in order to indicate, through Skm, that his source 
(Kavi Paramesvara’s “Gadya-katha”) was similar to the well-known 
"Bthat katha” in many respects and he was aware of its existence. 


fiia 


1 The Adipurana is not before me and I am writing this from 
memory. Still I give here a verse of Adipurana , concerned with 
Kavi-Paramesvara, which I happened to quote in a previous com posh 

isn; ^rfhri tTCffsnt: 1 


1 
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I take this opportunity to give, also, a few further details about 
Sri Jinasena; these appear in his “ fayadhavalMlka”, a single manus- 
cript copy of which is only extant in the Bhandara at Sravanabelagola. 
Jinasenacarya says in it that he belonged to the Pafica-stupanvaya 
of the Jaina Saugha and names his ancestors as Virasena, Aryanandl 
and Candrasena. These acaryas belonged, of course, to the Sena-saiigha 
of the Digambara- Jaina school and therefore it seems probable that 
the Panca-stupanvaya was a branch of it (i.e., Sena-Sahgha) 

srputftre !! R° 11 

. . . Jtfsjsra'si-Nref v: i . 

- ■ ^ '€cTI-t « \\ l! 

spsRxf? fwt msraTW it rr ii 1 

It seems possible that the Sena-sahgha came to be known by the 
epithet ‘panca-stupanvaya’ on account of its adherents residing some- 
where in the vicinity, or at the locality, of a certain 'PaTica-stupa'. I 
do not know of any such locality in the Kannada country. 

Jinasena further informs us that the Goddess Sarasvatl was much 
pleased with his learning. 3 As he was naturally wise, peaceful and 
vinayi, he succeeded in winning the favour of a good number of 
Acaryas. His physical structure was weak, yet he was ever busy in 
performing various kinds of Tapas. His deep and ever lasting pursuit 
of knowledge made the scholars to baptise him as (26-29). 

He wrote “ Jaya-dhavala-t\ka ” in mixed Sanskrit, at the time 
when the ‘Gurjara-Narendra’ (Amoghavarsa) was ruling, whom he 
styles as victorious over the Gupta and the Saka kings. 

Kahta Prasad Jain 


r Sri Vxrasenacarya also mentions this Pancastilpanvaya 

w ?r? Rrjtnr vnw §f<MT a » it" 

Jaina Hitaisi, vol. xv, pp, 257-262, 
n gfir: 1 
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A Note on the Bharata-vakya 

Sanskrit dramas are generally found to end with a benedictory 
verse which is popularly known as the bharata-vakya . A study of the 
manuscripts and various editions of the works of the extensive 
dramatic literature in Sanskrit will, however, go to show that in many 
cases the concluding benedictory verses [are not entitled bharata- 
vakya and have not the word bharata-vakya prefixed to them. Some 
very old manuscripts of the AbhijnmaSakuntalam — the immortal 
work of Kalidasa — do not have the word. Thus we do not find it at the 
end of a manuscript of it dated 1494 S.E, — the oldest known manus- 
cript of the Bengal recension, 1 

Very few of the editions of the various dramatic works in Sanskrit 
are found to mention it. Most of the dramas published in the 
KavyamalU Series have no reference to it (cf. Nos. 6, 7, 9, 29, 39, 46, 
54, 55 » 59 )* Sir R. G. Bhandarkar and Prof, M. R* Kale do not 
include the word in their editions of the Mala tima dhava and U tiara - 
rTima-carita respectively but note a variant reading occurring before 
the concluding verses, e.g. [Let this be (serve as) the 

bharata-va/eya ],' 2 A similar statement is also found in J. Vidya* 
sagara’s edition of the Nagananda of Harsa, 

There are some works again which have no concluding benedictory 
verse at all, at least of the type of those that are going by the name 
of Bharata-vakya, Among these mention should be made of some works 
of Bhasa (e.g. the Madhya ma-vyayoga> the Dutaghaiotkaca ). The Bala- 
bharata of Rajasekhara, the Rambka ?na r 7 ifafh of the Jaina poet Maya- 
candra Suri, the Bhagavadajjukvywn of Bodhayana and the Saiya* 
Hariscandra of Ramacandra also have no. such verse. The last of 
these works again has one remarkable peculiarity that when asked to 
pray for something (as is done in other works) the hero emphatically 
refuses to do so, • ■ 


1 R, L, Mitra, Notices of Sanskrit Manuscripts f voL III, pt* iy, 
p, 299. 

2 This mode of putting the word bharata-vakya along with the 
words tatha-ft^dam without any intermediate pause seems to have 
been the old practice and the pause may have been used— when we do 
not know— to identify the Prasasti with the bharata-vakya which 
identification, as we shall presently show, was not quite happy, 
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It seems that originally the bharata-vakya did not form part of the 
drama proper. Thus of the dramas of Bhasa that have got a con- 
cluding benedictory verse entitled Bharata-vakya with that very 
word prefixed to it, it should be noted that there is no introductory 
line of the type of f¥ t qjr: wrfteroa as in other works, 

connecting it with the story of the drama (Cf. Pratima , Balacarita % 
Svapnavasavadatta \ Dwta-vakya). Similar is also the case with the 
Mattavilasa of Mahendravarman. 

The verse entitled Bharata-vakya is curiously found to occur after 
the concluding benedictory verse in the Avhmraka of Bhasa. A 
manuscript of the newly published and highly interesting Bhaga - 
vadajjukvyam 1 has a benedictory verse (noted as a variant in the pub- 
lished edition of the work) after the word (exeunt). 

None of the works on dramaturgy seem to have any reference 
to the bharata-vakya. The natya-mstra of Bharata does not mention 
it. Nor do the Dasarwpa of Dhananjaya, the Prataparudrayambku - 
sana of Vidyanatha, the Sahityadarp ana of Visvanatha and the Nataka- 
candrika of Rupagosvamin. 

They all 2 , however, refer to a benedictory verse that should come 
at the end of a drama. This they call the Pramsti or benediction, 
it is described as an anga (part) of nirvahana-sandhi (concluding 
section). Bharata defines it thus : — - 



“The benediction of kings and gods is the PraSasti,” 

It is these verses that now-a-days go by the name of Bharata - 
vakya. As early as the 14th century Smga-bhupala in his Rasarnava - 
sudhakara (published in the Trivandrum Sanskrit Series) identifies 
the two. He says (III, 74): — 

“The wishing of welfare of the world by the actors is the Prasasfci,” 

Raghava-bhatta in his commentary on the AbhifMna-Bakuntalain 
has also done the same thing. He calls the concluding verse Bharata - 
vXikya. and has explained it thus : 


1 This is one of the few works in which the Vidusaka takes part 
in the Prologue. 

2 Bharata (XIX, 98), DaharTvpaka (I, 54), Prataparudra (p. 113 
of the Bombay Sanskrit Series ed.), Suhityafarpana (VI, 137). 
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“At the end of the play the actor showers benediction on the audience. 
Their being no speech of the actor after the Prologue it is called 

Bharata-vakya (speech of the actor) By this is performed 

the anga called PrasastiJ This clearly shows that the &harata*vakya, 
as the name implies, was spoken by a member or the members of the 
dramatic party but not by the hero or any one of the dramatis 
person® as it seems, from the way in which it is put in the more recent 
MsSt and ordinary editions, to have become the practice. 

The immediately preceding stage before this identification seems to 
he represented by the introductory statements of the concluding 
benedictory verses (Prasasti) already refered to, e.g, ‘Let this serve as 
the Bharata-vakya\ It seems that the practice had already grown up 
of not having a separate Bharata-vakya. 

This identification, however, does not seem to be quite satisfactory 
and this may have been the result of a curious confusion, the subject- 
matter of the Prasasti and the B liar a ta~ vakya being the same e.g, 
benediction. As a matter of fact, however, the Bharata-vakya seems 
to have been an entirely different thing. The poet may not have been, 
at all, concerned with the Bharata-vakya and it did not form 
part of the drama. A benedictory verse whether or not of the poet’s 
own composition was however sometimes added at the end of the 
work having no connection with it. It appears, as the name clearly 
implies, to have been a business of Bharatas (members of the dramatic 
party) to conclude their play with a suitable benediction. This, 
we know, was also the case with th e Nandi (initial benedictory verse) as 
has been clearly explained by Visvanatha in his Sahityadarpana, 

This supposition will account for the non-mention of a Bharata - 
vakya in works on dramaturgy or of the word in the manuscripts 
and various editions, This will also explain the absence of any 
benedictory verse at the end of some dramas as also the absence of 
introductory lines connecting the benedictory verses with the story 
of the drama in others. 

A confirmation of this supposition is to be found in the Bkagava- 
dajjuklyam where the benedictory verse comes when the play has 
really come to an end and also in the Amnmraka of Bhasa where 
the Bharata-vakya follows another expression of good wish by the 
hero, which is nothing but the Prasasti . The use of each of the angers 
of the different Sandhis } however, being not compulsory we have 
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no benedictory verse (Prasasti) at the end of some dramas. And 
the presence of the Bharata-vakya we cannot expect in all cases. 

Chintaharan Chakravarti 

The Bhasa The © iy Again— A Reply to Prof. Keith 

Professor Keith has in his * A History of Sanskrit Literature* made a 
reference to the contribution that I have made to the elucidation of 
the Bhasa problem. While every student of Sanskrit Literature must be 
thankful to the learned Professor for the present contribution to the 
history of Sanskrit Literature, one cannot help feeling that he were, as 
becomes his high position and noble profession, a bit more courteous 
towards those who in the interests of truth have to figure as his oppo- 
nents. 1 The elaborate defence of the Bhasa theory that he puts forth in 
his earlier Sanskrit Drama and the curt and categoric remarks occur- 
ring in his History of Sanskrit Literature, with which he dismisses those 
who differ from him on this question, necessitate a reply in the interests 
of truth and common sense. 


i Prof, Keith writes in page xiv of his preface: ‘It is claimed 42 
that in the context of the passage, Rajagekhara ascribes the author- 
ship of the Priyadarcika , Ratmvall, and Nagananda to Bhasa and, 
therefore, must be untrustworthy. It is deplorable that this argument 
should ever have been adduced 5 the alleged context is plainly and 
indubitably a recent forgery/ and it would be idle to attach any 
value to other arguments adduced by a critic who has not the 
capacity to avoid being deceived, and unfortunately deceiving others, 
by such evidence. It must be, however, admitted that the forgery 
is so gross and palpable that it was never intended to be taken 
seriously, and other Indian scholars have been prompt to repudiate it/ 
The same page contains the following footnotes : 

A *K. R, Pisharoti, I HQ, i* 105, The same writer makes an error 
‘of six centuries in Kulacekhara’s date and numerous other serious 
‘blunders, in which others have followed him, including a complete 
‘failure to understand the issues as to Prakrit/ 

R TC G, Sesha Aiyer, I HQ., i, 361 ; G. Harihar Sastrf, ibid 1 , 370-8. 
‘Dr. Suk thank ar*s acceptance of this foolish and obvious forgery is 
‘regrettably uncritical, as is his following of Mr. Pisharoti as to the 
‘Prakrits/ 
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The statements of Prof. Keith may be analysed thus ; 

1. The quotation beginning with ‘karanam tu kavitvasya na 
sampanna-kulinata* and concluding with ‘svapnavasavadattasya pava* 
kobhut na dahakah’, is plainly and indubitably a forgery which was 
so gross and palpable 5 , etc. 

2. Other Indian scholars have been prompt to repudiate it. 

3. It is deplorable that his argument should ever have been 
adduced and accepted by many. 

4. Mr. Pisharoti commits a mistake of six centuries regarding 
the date of Kulasekhara ; 

5. and also numerous other serious blunders, in which others 
have followed him, 

6. including a complete failure to understand the issues as to 
Prakrt. 

This is a serious indictment, and I am constrained to say that the 
superior European critical spirit of Prof. Keith has for once failed to 
correctly understand the true issues raised in this controversy. 

Taking the first of these points, Prof. Keith is basing himself on 
the statement of Mr. Iyer, supported by Mr. $astrl. Mr. Iyer rests 
his conclusions on the opinion of the editors of the Gaek wad's Oriental 
Series and Priyadarsika and the information supplied by a Pandit that 
Suktimuktavall is a recent forgery, made by a South Indian Pandit 
about forty years ago ; in other words, Mr. Iyer’s conclusions are based 
on the opinion of scholars and information of Pandits. Apart from 
this the nature of the forgery has not been made clear ; it is not 
clear what Mr. Iyer means, whether a recent Pandit wrote these 
verses and fathered it on Rajasekhara or whether he collected the 
floating verses and compiled them into a work and then fathered it 
upon Rajasekhara. If it is the former, a motive has to be assigned 
for making such a forgery and this has not been done; if it is the 
latter, it only supports our view. If the Bhasites want to prove 
their case, this point must be made clear. It is not also clear if 
Mr. Iyer excludes the last verse when he characterises the passage 
as a forgery. Even granting it is a forgery, it may only mean that 
a recent Pandit codified the floating verses 5 and such a view does 
not after all materially affect our position. Again, that some Indians . 
repudiated it as a forgery need not be an argument in favour of 
its being a forgery • for other Indian scholars accepted my view, 
of the same. I can grant that the passage maybe a forgery* but 
I must request the learned professor to give more positive proof 
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before I can accept the view that it is plainly and indubitably a for- 
gery. He would surely have induced greater confidence, if indeed 
he could have given us the correct context from which the particular 
verse was extracted ; and this neither he nor his followers have yet 
given us. Consequentlyj we cannot attach to it any value other 
than that of an opinion « 

Now then the position stands like this : it is uncritical to say 
that one verse alone in a passage is genuine, while the whole of the 
rest is a forgery. If the context is a forgery, the whole is a forgery, 
including the last verse, and it must be such so long as the Bhasites 
are not able to give the context from which J alhana has quoted the 
verse. In adducing this passage, our intention has been only to 
show that the very fundamental position of the Bhasites is not above 
suspicion and controversy. If, indeed, we could have shown that the 
passage given by us was genuine, the controversy could never have 
been carried to this length. Hence, then, to brand the whole as a 
forgery and to accept one verse alone as genuine does not plainly 
and indubitably appeal to us. 

From the foregoing it will also be clear that it has not been in 
the least deplorable that the argument has been adduced. For it 
has exposed the especial weakness of the fundamental position 
of the Bhasites, and no wonder that it has been accepted by many. 

Coming to the next point of his criticism, as set forth in the 
analysis given above, Prof, Keith is of opinion that I have committed 
a serious mistake of six centuries in the date of Kula§ekhara. I 
plead guilty to the charge of having committed a mistake in dating 
the royal dramatist, but wish to point out that it is not so bad as 
six centuries. Further, Prof, Keith also commits an almost equally 
bad mistake, though, of course, it is no extenuation of my mistake. 
He might retort that he does not date Kulasekhara, and then I may 
reply, that the person whom he accepts as his authority, viz., Mm. 
T. Gahapati &strl, commits the mistake. I have already referred to 
an emendation of a text in Tlka-sarvasva, evidently for the sake of 
hi$ Bhasa theory. On this particular subject he says that Vyahgya- 
vyakhya quotes Dasarupaka. But, fortunately, the manuscript of the 
work, Which should have been published in extenso, if indeed our editor 
had any historical aptitude, is still available for reference. The so-called 
quotation from Basarupaka is really a quotation from Nafcyasastra; only 
this occurs in Dasarupaka also. From the presence of a verse, there- 
fore, which occurs both in Natyasastra and Dasarupaka, one is 
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not justified to theorise rashly that this author’s contemporary, the 
royal dramatist Kulasekhara, should have lived in the nth and 1,2th 
centuries, a fact regarding which even Prof, Keith is not very clear. 
And indeed it is significant .that Mm. Ganapati $astrx should not 
have given the so-called quotation from Dasarupaka, 

So far as we now know, Kerala history has a number of Kula- 
sekharas who are in some way or other connected with literature and 
art. There is the Kulasekhara who founded the temple of Tiruvancl- 
kulam. There is the Kulasekhara who patronised Prabhakara and found- 
ed the Udayatufigesvarapandita-sabha at Kumbalam. A third Kula- 
sekhara we find as the author of the devotional lyric Mukundamala. A 
fourth again figures as the founder of the Vaisnavite shrine at Trkkula- 
sekharapuram, a suburb of Cranganore, the ancient imperial capital 
of the Perumals. A fifth Kulasekhara greets us as the patron of 
Vasudeva, the great poet of Yamaka fame, who is the author of 
Yudhisfciravijaya. And in the dramatist we have the sixth Kulafe- 
khara. No attempt seems yet to have been made to introduce any 
scientific discipline into the Kulasekhara Problem in Kerala history 
and empty statements on the subject by Mm. Ganapati Sastrl, 1 
though supported by Prof. Keith, carry no conviction to the average 
student It is yet an open question how many Kulasekharas there 
actually were, when they lived and what they wrote or did. Of course 
some desultory attempts have been made and these, because of the 
nature of the attempt, have not been able to give us anything sub- 
stantial or historical I do not know if Prof. Keith is aware that 
there is such a problem in Kerala history, and if he is not, as I am 
led to think, he would have been better advised not to rush to 
such statements and conclusions about the opinions of other people 
who at least are not strangers to this problem, The eminent pro- 
fessor will be doing a real service, if he will bring to bear his rare 
research acumen on the unravelling of the problem of Kulasekharas, 
which is not the least among the many problems awaiting solution 
in the history of Kerala. Till this problem is finally solved, it is 
at once rash and premature to commit to statements on the authority 


1 Says Mm, Ganapati $astii : ‘From these facts we can infer 1 
etc/ (Vide page 4, Introduction to T apa t isam var ana). But what 
facts are he has not said ! Such vague statements are not calcula 
to throw much light on this problem, 
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of a questionable text of doubtful authenticity advanced by a Pandit 
who is at least a stranger to our local history. 

Leaving alone this tangle for the time being, I shall now try to 
show that the royal dramatist Kulasekhara cannot be assigned to a 
period later than the age of $ri $ai|kara. From the statement occurring 
in the Tapatlsamvarana, the poets and dramatists known and popular 
in Kerala literary circles are Sudraka, Kalidasa, Harsa and Dandin and 
that Bhasa, the predecessor of Kalidasa, Bhavabhuti and $aktibhadra 
are unknown to them. The absence of reference to Bhasa and the 
presence of reference to Sudraka amply bear out the fact that Cam- 
datta is an adaptation of Mrcchakatika and not that the latter is 
amplified from the former. Further, it is also clear that at the 
time of Kulasekhara, the fame of Bhasa has not reached Kerala. 
The works, now published under the unwarranted heading, 'Mahakavi 
Sri BhasapranTtam’, were then quite unknown here, even though we 
find that these works become very popular later on. It must also be re- 
membered that at the time of Kulasekhara, the local Sanskrit stage 
was in a very flourishing condition,, and our traditions will have it 
that it was under the lead, of this king that the stage was reformed. 

The absence of reference to Bhavabhuti and Saktibhadra 
plainly gives us the latest limit to the date of the royal 
dramatist Kulasekhara. That it might take time for the fame of 
Bhavabhuti to travel down to this remote corner of India cannot 
stand a plausible argument, especially at this period, for with the 
advent of Sri Sankara there was a very brisk inter-comunicatio.n 
between Kerala and the rest of India, including even the remote 
Kashmir. And from the point of view of the Bhasites, if the com- 
mentator was familiar with Dasarupaka, it is strange that his 
patron was not familiar with Bhavabhuti. Hence prima facie we 
conclude that because Kulasekhara does not mention Bhavabhuti, he 
must have lived before Bhavabhuti, 

The absence of any reference to Saktibhadra also necessitates 
our,, assigning the royal dramatist to the same age. The one per- 
tinent inference that we may draw from this is that I Saktibhadra 
was a younger contemporary of Kulasekhara and was working at his 
drama at the further end of Kerala. In his Prologue he suggests 
that he was the first South Indian to write a Sanskrit drama, and 
himself a Malayali, he could not have implied like this, if KulaSe- 
k harass dramas were already popular in our stage. If Kulasekhara 
lived after the time of Saktibhadra, then it is rather strange that 
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the King did not make a reference to him, for in Kerala literary 
circles A&carya Cudamani has a popularity scarcely second to 
Dhanahjaya and Tapatlsam varan a. The only possible explanation 
therefore for reconciling the two positions lies in supposing that the 
two works were produced almost simultaneously, the author of the 
one being ignorant of the work of the other. Saktibhadra, we know, 
lived to be a disciple of Sri Sankara and we also know that at the 
time of the great philosopher, the kings of Kerala were Rajaraja 
and Rajasekhara. This naturally necessitates the assumption that 
the dramatist Kulasekhara lived before the time of Sri Sankara ; 
and to. assign him to the middle of the eighth century appears to us 
a legitimate conclusion. 

We have already shown that the so-called quotation from Dasa- 
rupaka is a mis-statement of fact, and this view gains considerable 
support from the date to which the royal dramatist has to he assigned, 
on the basis of the internal evidence furnished by the dramas them- 
selves. Prof. Keith does not seem to have studied the texts of Kula- 
gekhara and Saktibhadra, nor subjected them to a critical analysis. If he 
has, one must presume that he was greatly obsessed by the Bhasa theory. 

The next point of his criticism is that I have commited numerous 
other serious blunders. This is a statement the vagueness of which 
is equalled, if at all, only by the overweening assumptions of the 
distinguished professor. 

The last of his criticism is that I have failed to understand the 
issues as to Prakrt, I have, indeed, my own doubts as to who has 
failed to do so. To collect words at random from inadequate Nagari 
editions prepared by an editor who is ignorant of the manuscript 
traditions of the land and then to declare laws for the same— this is 
a procedure that cannot appeal even to our Indian criticial 
spirit. When the Bhasites talk of the language peculiarity, 
they do so with reference to the printed texts cooked up for them 
by the Trivandrum editor, and not with reference to the original 
manuscripts. It is a procedure that deserves to be condemned and 
that especially by Prof. Keith who is prepared to assign the value 
only of a manuscript to editions done in India. Ido not wish 
to further dwell upon this topic, but shall conclude with referring 
the more serious student to my paper on the subject which has 
appeared in the last issue of the BSOS., London, and 
to frame his own conclusions regarding the validity of the 
peculiarity as an argument in support of the Bhasa theory, f — 1 



IjiflJi: 

§ 1 || 

iiii 



DR, DE ON THE NaTYASaSTRA 


55S 

I shall not further digress on the topic but shall conclude with the 
statement that Prof. ICeith also sometimes commits mistakes. 
Says the distinguished professor in page 371 of his Sanskrit Drama: 
“The Cakyars of Malabar still act fSaktibkadra's Ascaryamahjarl*-^, 
A grosser mistake could not have been made on a statement 
of fact. As a matter of fact, Ascaryamahjarl is a work of Kula- 
sekhara and not of Saktibhadra ; it is not a drama but a prose work ; 
and the Malabar Cakyars have never been acting it This very 
palpable mistake could well have been avoided by a mere reading 
of the opening pages of the Tapatlsamvaranam. 

I shall not better conclude than with the words of Professor Jarl 
Charpentier who in another context says as follows ; “The counter 
arguments of Prof* Keith as usual are no arguments at all, as they 
simply consist in deying evidence without adducing other which proves 
something to the contrary.” These words constitute the essential 
feature of Prof, Keith's arguments especially with regard to the 
Bhasa theory, 

‘ K, R, PiSHAROTI 




Dr. De on the Natyasastra * 

The review of the Natyasastra in the “Calcutta Review” is only a 
summary of a larger review published by the same writer in the 
"Indian Historical Quarterly” and contains no new topics,. 

7 he Natyasastra 

A great number of subjects has been brought to bear on the 
contents of the Natyasastra and its commentary. Bharata and the 
commentator are gifted with extraordinary powers of intellect and 
learning ranging over all branches of knowledge then known. Their 
productions have not come down to us intact. They were altered, 
mutilated and misarranged , and even with all these imperfections their 


This article is an abridgment of a larger one written by the 
editor of the Natyasastra in defence of his position against the attacks of 
Dr. De in his reviews of the work in this Journal and in the Calcutta 
Review, 
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copies are very rare. With these defective copies the editor 
has to sit at his work and his difficulties may thus be well imagined. 

An ideal edition requires that complete photographs of all the 
copies of the originals with their transliteration should supplement 
an edition which must be in a consolidated form as some of the 
best Western publications are. The variants given should be so 
arranged and so full that every one of the original manuscripts 
used can be reconstructed without difficulty. Introduction, notes, 
indexes, and parallel passages are the greatest desiderata. Such 
an edition is monumental though beyond the range of practicability. 
Without complete photographs of all the originals no edition is reli- 
able. In illustrating this point some digression may be pardoned. 
I shall take up at random passages from the “Vakroktijlvita^ edited 
by Dr. S. K, De himself with his apparatus criticus , and compare 
it with the reading on the plam-leaf in Malayalam script from which 
it was published and then it may be easily judged how far his own 
edition is defective and unreliable according to his own canons. 


Page 

Line 

Dr, De’s reading 

Palm-leaf ms. reading 

8 

IS 


mi 

9 

5. 

m 


73 

17 

mi 

*TT mx: (the meaning of 
the verse is spoiled 
by alteration) 

74 

4 

■ ,f*V, 

p^rr 

74 

5 


cm 

74 

14 




These changes are unnecessary and misleading. They have been 
taken as the text of the author. His edition abounds with many 
such small unauthorised corrections but a few only are selected at 
random. Yet he finds fault with alterations that he imagines we 
have made, ■ ■ 

Several editions of the text of the Natyasastra were issued 
by able scholars but none with the commentary till now. The present 
editor's father wrote a commentary on the text up to the 29th 
chapter for publication but was not destined to complete It. The editor 
when he first came across the copies of Abhinava’s commentary during 1 
his stay in Travancore in 1912 decided to issue the text with the 
more learned commentary of Abhinava. He began to collect as 
many copies as possible both of the text and of the commentary but 
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he could not secure many copies of the commentary. There is a 
copy of the commentary in the Maharaja's Library at Trivandrum 
extending over the first nineteen chapters but it is full of lacunae 
which sometimes swallow chapters together. The editor secured 
two copies, one extending over the first six chapters and the other 
from the ninth to the thirty-first. Both of them are much damaged 
but fairly correct without many omissions. Mahamahopadhyaya 
Ganapati Sastri gave a copy of the palace manuscript to Dr. Ganga- 
nath Jha. This copy was also taken on loan by the editor from 
the late Pandit Govinda Das of Benares. The late Mr. Gopinath Rao 
secured in Travancore another copy of the commentary (chs.1-19) which 
was as bad as the Palace copy. Meanwhile the Madras Government 
organised a research party and the editor had the good fortune to be at 
its head. In British Malabar we obtained in three places copies of 
the commentary : — (a) covering chapters 1-19, a fairly good and 
complete copy, (b) chapters 20-28, (c) chapters 30-32, (d) chapter 6 
alone, (e) chapters 19-20, besides a summary of the first six chapters. 
Later on, after the abolition of the research section, the editor at 
his own expense made tours in Malabar again and again and was 
fortunate enough to get copies containing chapters 29 to 37 and 
chapters 4 to 6. In the Government Manuscripts Library there 
is one copy containing the chapters 1 to 19 and 20-28 (incomplete) 
collated with the manuscript of Dr. G. Jha up to the 19th 
chapter. Dr. S. K. De had to rely only on Dr. Jha's copy 
and that of the Government Oriental Mss. Library. Dr. Gan a- 
pati Sastri took a copy (9-19) from the editor for collation In order 
to issue the work in the Trivandrum Series but the difficulties in the 
fourth chapter turned his energies in other directions, namely Artha- 
sastra, Abhinava’s commentary is found quoted in many works, 
notably its sixth chapter, in Hemacandra’s Kavyanusasana. That 
author quotes verbatim for the most part, and in a few places gives 
summaries of the commentary. Atlanta, Jayasenapati, the commentator 
on Dattila, Verna and the commentators of the Kavyaprakasika have 
given extracts from Abhinava’s works, Ananta, Nanyadeva, Sarada- 
tanaya in a few places, and Gunacandra-Ramacandra have paraphrased 
in verse and prose some of the arguments of Abhinava. The editor 
had the good fortune of having been able to consult all these works. 
There is a close summary of Abhinava’s commentary by Purna* 
sarasvatl up to the middle of the sixth chapter. A copy of the sixth 
chapter alone copied and collated by Desamangalavariar, who was 
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the owner of all the copies of Abhinava’s works brought to the 
Madras Library, was also examined and utilised by the editor, it is 
superfluous to add that the editor made full use of quotations from 
Abhinavabharatx given by the commentators on Locana, such as 
Narayana, Uttungadeva, Dasarathi, and four anonymous writers. 

On the other hand, Dr. De had access to the copies of Dr. Jha 
and to that in the G. G. Mss. Library. He proceeds to complain that 
the printed copy Is fuller and not mutilated as the Imperfect copy 
of Dr. Jha or the ill-arranged copy of the Government Library. The 
editor’s humble aim was to present a complete'copy of the text and 
commentary In a readable manner without many unintelligible passa- 
ges and has worked up to this ideal as far as practicable. The great 
r commentator mastered all the Darmnas besides every fine art then 

known and many of the works he criticises or refers to are not avail- 
able to us. Thus it may be easily imagined how difficult was the 
task for the editor who pretends to no great scholarship. Dr. De’s 
Ideal is beyond achievement in a work like this. He himself could 
| not satisfy his own demands when he published an extract of ten 

pages from this work and also eighteen pages of Dhvanyaloka and two 
chapters of Vakrokti. 

Dr. De complains that my Introduction contains some state- 
ments as to the recensions of Bharata's work without proofs. But 
the editor promised a full volume of 400 pages containing Introduc- 
tion, notes and the history of the science on the completion of the text 
and the commentary. What is now issued is only a part of the 
work. To give some idea to the reader, some of the conclusions of the 
editor were merely stated. His statement as to the existence of 
the two recensions is one among them. If the editor had to main- 
tain his statements by citing authorities he would have had to quote 
various portions of the text with their variants ; but if the whole 
work Is available to the reader, mere page-reference will be sufficient. 
Dr, De however runs to the conclusion that the statement is 
baseless. 

The points raised by Dr, De can be classified under four heads : 
1, The preface, 2. The readings in the text and commentary,' 
3. Emendations, alterations, etc, 4, Errors in punctuation, etc. With 
regard to the first objection, the editor was obliged to put off all the 
evidences and arguments to the extensive Introduction on the com- 
pletion of his work, Dr.De, therefor should have expressed his opinion 
after the publication of the Introduction and the -'editor' would have 
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altered or abandoned his position if untenable. Regarding the second 
item as to giving the full number of variants, the best reading was 
always chosen to suit the commentary and omissions and clerical errors 
were not inserted as variants to swell the number of pages and confuse 
the reader. For it cannot be ignored that the copyists when copying 
the library Mss, from the Malayalam originals and the subsequent 
ones again from the Library copies committed various mistakes. If the 
Malayalam original is used, the development of errors in all the subse- 
quent copies cannot take the place of variants. In the text more 
variants are given, and from the seventh chapter to the end of the 
work they are quite exhaustive. (3) With reference to the emendations 
and alterations in the commentary, I have already said that by a 
judicious use of the material, including the stray quotations, the best 
reading was restored and if at any place the editor was over-zealous in 
preferring a certain reading it was always with the perfect conviction 
that the original must have contained that reading. (4) The errors 
in printing were freely acknowledged and those of punctuation may 
occur here and there as the style of the work is very stiff. But the 
examples pointed out by Dr. De are not cases of error and unhappily 
betrays hastiness on his part in coming to the conclusion, 

Of the various statements in Dr. De’s review I shall reproduce 
below twenty six and try to answer them properly and at the end we 
shall give side by side the readings and punctuation of certain 
passages as quoted by him in the Asutosh Mukherjee Silver Jubilee 
Volume with the corresponding passages from our edition. 

1. On page 861 of the Indian Historical Quarterly for December, 
1927, Dr, De says, — 

tf In the preface the editor claims that the edition has been 
based upon forty copies of Bharata’s text as against only four 
independent manuscripts available to M. Grosset, two to the 
editors of the Kavyamala, two to Mr, S. G. Mukherjee and one 
to F. E, Hall, It is somewhat exciting news that such ample 
- material was at his disposal.” 

Dr, De evidently veils distrust under surprise. Most of the copies 
available in the Public Libraries were not utilised by the scholars 
named by him and it is no fault of the editor to have consulted them. 
They are : / 

(<*) Two copies in the Bhandarkar institute, Poona, 

( 5 ) Two copies in the State library of Bikanir, 

(c) Two copies in the State library of Baroda, 
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(d) Three copies, one incomplete and two complete, in the 
Palace Library, Tanjore. 

(e) One copy in the State library of Pudukota, 

(/) Two copies in the Adyar Library. 

(g) Seven complete copies borrowed and brought from 
Malabar to the Madras Government Library. 

. (k) Six incomplete copies in the same place. 

(z) Two copies, one complete and another incomplete, in 
the Mysore Library. 

(/) One copy lent by his Holiness Jiyyar of Melkote to the 
Poona Institute. 

(k) Two copies in the Darbar Library, Nepal. 

The editor has the remaining copies with him and used all others 
excluding those of Nepal and His Holiness* copy. If Dr. De is 
prepared to accompany the editor he will show him the places where 
he can gather many more copies. 

2. “His edition of the text has not dispensed with the necessity 
of consulting at every step the earlier editions of Grosset 
and Kavyamala series.” 

We do not well understand the necessity. Even the most critical 
editions do not dispense with the necessity of collation with the 
other copies. Dr. De’s edition of the Vakrokti and the Dhvanyaloka do 
require such collation. Even the editions of Abhijilanasakuntala, 
Uttararamcarita, etc. are not exceptions. 

3. “The editor raises two important issues : (i) that there were 
two recensions of Bharata’s text styled by him respectively A 
(Northern) and B (Southern) and (2) that the B recension is 
of earlier and A of later origin. His statements about the 
recensions and the relative priority may be right but the 
proof is lacking. “ 

The proof cannot be given for the simple reason that the whole 
text is not before the reader. Any statement or discussion will be 
only a leap into the dark so far as the reader is concerned. Six 
instances of essential differences were pointed out. More details regard- 
ing this point can be given only when the whole text is before the 
public. But if the task is put off, as the editor did, to the end, the refer- 
ences can be easily given and then the reader will be in a position 
to appreciate it or use his own judgment In the matter. There are 
hundreds of differences between these recensions, and if Dr. De 
ever cared to compare them he would have ‘discovered the fact. 
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The nomenclature 'Northern and Southern* is for the sake 
of differentiation. But most of the manuscripts that give the readings 
of the A set are found only in the North with the. exception of only 
one manuscript, while those that give B recensions are all found 
in the South, The Nepal copy which has not been utilised by the 
editor seems to belong to the B set. It was also stated that the terms 
Northern and Southern were not happy and they were adopted only 
for the sake of convenience, 

Regarding the second question as to the Southern recension being 
older, this is the editor’s opinion based on the different readings given 
by Abhinavagupta himself as Sankuka’s, e.g. in chapters 15 and 16, 
Those readings are found only in the B set which has been named 
Southern. 


4. “The value Mr, Kavi attaches to these differences is perhaps 
too generous and these indications are hardly sufficient for 
a definite conclusion of such importance? * 

I humbly request Dr, De to give his own criterion by which 
different recensions may be distinguished. If chapters differing whole- 
sale, and §lokas by tens and hundreds found in one set and missing in 
the other, cannot serve the purpose of such a criterion, then of course 
the editor is wrong. ■* 

5. “It is not clear what Mr, Kavi means by the phrase which 
is quoted just now, and it is to be regretted that he has not 
given us any clue as to the agreements and differences of 
each of his many manuscripts with regard to his so-called 
recensions/ 5 

The Almora maunscript generally follows the A set in the order of 
the chapters and the subject-matter in each chapter ; but the slokas 
in it, taken individually, bear a close resemblance to those in the 
B set To give the agreements and differences between any two 
manuscripts is really the most critical task, But I draw the attention 
of Dr, De to our remarks on this point 

“Bharata’s work has undergone such variations at every part 
of the work that every sloka requires half a printed page to 
show its variants, whether found or not in every one of 
the MSS. But we could name only one MS. for a certain 
reading and not all those which contain it or not. Limitations 
of time, purse and space prevented us from doing more. We 
also omitted all the glaring errors of scribes. However, we 
have not left out any important variant unnoticed and at the 
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end of the work an appendix containing all the missing variants 
and those that may be found in the MSS. that may be 
obtained meanwhile will be included,” 

Dr, De himself admits that 

“this would have enlarged the bulk of the work which is already 
extensive and involved infinite labour and care in collation, 
but without such data the editor’s uncorroborated statements 
alone cannot be conclusive 5 '. 

6 . He states that ‘‘the earlier commentators Sankuka, Lollata. 
Udbhata and other commentators have commented upon the 
R version. If this is the ground for presuming that the B 

'f version is older, all that can be said is that it is not proved. 

! For the commentaries of these earlier commentators are no 

1 longer available, and Abhinavagupta’s scanty and occasional 

t quotations from them do not justify such conclusions 5 '. 

How can Dr, De say that they are not available and that only 
the occasional quotations of Abhinava refer to them ? 

7 . “It is indeed difficult to imagine that a Northern writer like 
Udbhata (and probably Lollata and Sankuka were also 
Northerners) should have , taken the Southern version as 

,vv; > ■ genuine”, • " ' V - , 

The set A was called Northern because all the copies of that 
recension except one came to the editor from the North, and the E set 
l Southern because all the copies of that recension came from the South, 

Why does not Dr. De suppose that all the present Southern copies 
came from the North which were once used by Udbhata, Lollata and 
others ? The editor never said anywhere that the Natyasastra or its 
recensions were produced in the North or South. 

8 . “Bhoja's following of B recension in his f§rngara-Prakai§a (if 
it is actually so) is a fact which is not of equal importance, 
for Bhoja was more or less a compiler and was not always 
very critical in his compilation”. 

This is a fling at the great Bhoja who used in his $nigaraprakasa 
the readings as we find in the B set. But even for a compiler -it is 
not enough to execute such a task without attainments in Gastric lorn 
The words within parentheses “if it was actually so" imply mistrust in 
the statement of the editor. Dr, De carefully follows the argument of 
perception (pratyaksa) of the Buddhists and it is a dangerous- daft 
for it will rebound on his own statements, Bhoja quotes the' lines 
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referred to In his ^ragaraprakasa ch, xii in the enumeration of the 
second of the cafussadi-catustayam, 

9. “Some of the differences between the recensions mentioned 
would rather speak of the priority of A to B”. 

Dr, De too has not proved it. It is only a theory requiring 
examination when the whole work is before us. 

10. “But what we point out is that on these important points 
more light should have been thrown, and that questionable 
statements unsupportable by wealth of facts do not carry any 
conviction to the critical mind/' 

The wealth of facts can be had at the end. it is premature to 
criticise a play when the first act is not over. 

11. “It is a matter of regret to him that Abhinavagupta had not 
the good sense of seeing eye to eye with the learned editor 
and did not adopt the B version which Mr, Kavi would 
consider as earlier and genuine”, 

Dr. De has misunderstood the import of the sentence. Out of 
the forty copies thirty copies split up the ninth chapter into two and 
thenceforward differ in the numbering of the chapters while ten of 
the A set treat it as one continuous chapter. Again the 26th in A is 
included in the 36th in B. A portion of the 1 8th in B is included in 
the 19th of A. Now any person would naturally follow the majority 
of the copies, and the French editor actually did so. The present 
editor feels that he is under obligation to be guided by Abhinavagupta 
whose commentary he is publishing. Of course the other commentator 
has actually split up the ninth and omitted the 26th of the A set to be 
taken at the end according to the B set. If that commentary is to 
be published then the B recension has to be used as text and not that 
of the A set. Let the editor's statement be taken in proper light 

12. “Mr, Kavi makes the confession that great difficulty was felt 
in fixing the recensions used by the commentator throughout 
and it is not clear from K avi’s statement on this point that 
Abhinavagupta actually follows what he calls a recension 5 *. 

Here the editor unhappily used the word recension in a much 
restricted sense and Dr. De is badly confused. The editor, having 
fixed the recensions of Abhinava in the general division of chapters 
and of the subject-matter, had difficulty in choosing the various 
readings in each sloka. Even in the A set, slokas individually 
differ in readings as tathttpi, tciihaiva> etc, He means that how 
Abhinavagupta actually read each particular sloka could not easily be 
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ascertained owing to differences even among the MSS. of the A set* 
For praflkas given by the commentator are regularly found in a certain 
order in one chapter in one MS. of the A set while in the next chapter 
they are missing in that MS„ but they could be traced in other MSS. 
of the A set, The fixing of the text will be e asy if praflkas are given 
throughout. If the commentator does not give praflkas for about 40 
or 50 §lokas together we are in a fix as to decide what copy we have to 
follow, This is what the editor sought to say, 

13. “We are also informed that we have both the fragments of 
Bharata and Sadasiva-Bharata. One would be tempted to 
ask where and what they are. One wishes that Mr. Kavi 
would vouchsafe to us further and more precise information 
and discuss in detail the inter-relation between them. But 
these questions do not seem to worry him”. 

The fragments mentioned are with the editor who has devoted a 
chapter to the discussion on the interrelation of those works with that 
of Bharata in his extensive Preface. It is very much to be deplored 
that Dr, De thinks that these questions do not worry the editor, 

14. "There is no evidence to show that care has been taken in 
the collation of the Mss. for the genuine variant readings...... 

and the readings of the printed editions have been carefully 
weighed,, ..The apparatus criticus is of very slight character,.. 

It is most regrettable that the editor pleads limitations of 
time, purse and space. The editor seems to proceed with 
perfect complacency and self-assurance and hardly gives an 
indication of difficulties,” etc. 

It has been said that the editor did not exhaust the variants, but he 
has chosen all the best variants which could produce any sense or 
new interpretation. His time is limited, likewise his purse. How 
he can present the dreadful chapters 28 to 34 with the poor material in 
hand is his problem, The editor’s friends know well that he has spent 
all his property and time towards securing old and rare works. But 
regarding the apparatus criticus being disappointing, as the readings to 
him are unintelligible, it has to be said that a closer study is required , 
of the work for the understanding of the essence of the proud creation 
of Abhinavagupta, whose commentary cannot present a smooth 
appearance to the dull or jaundiced vision. In reality the lack of 
variants is not so deplorable as Dr, De complains. We have been more 
profuse in places where there is no commentary and have also promised 
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to supplement the whole work with a large list of variants (vide 
Preface, page 10). 

i$ “But what is mote serious is that there are considerable 
paddings' and unacknowledged alterations and emendations 
of the text especially in the commentary portion" 

If Dr. De had given an instance, his statement would have been 
clear. The editor did not make any alterations or emendations 
on his own responsibility except when they were found in the texts 
which he preferred to others. What the paddings are is not clear, 

1 6, ‘‘A few examples taken from this part of the commentary 
(ch, vi — rasa portion) will, we hope, justify the somewhat 
severe criticism made above, 3 ’ 

If Dr. De had taken a few examples from the fourth chapter 
and could make out anything from his copy of the commentary cons- 
truing the proper text and then compared it with our edition his con- 
clusions would have been quite contrary. 

17. “It should be pointed out at the outset that Hernacandra in 
his Kavyanusasana (pp. 57 to 66) has appropriated this 
portion of the commentary. Mr. Kavi while purporting to 
give us Abhinava’s text has exploited Hernacandra consider- 
ably without acknowledging these additions." 

The editor has acknowledged his indebtedness to Hernacandra in 
the Preface. Hernacandra mostly quotes Abhinavagupta verbatim as 
can be readily seen from a copy of the commentary used for the edition. 
The copies in the Government Library, Madras, and the copy of Dr. 
Jha are full of lacunae and the copyists have not pointed out the 
marks of omission. Wherever the additions were utilised from 
Hernacandra to make the commentary more explicit, they were 
enclosed within parentheses. Abhitiava frequently quotes fragments 
of verses. The editor as far as he could trace them out completed 
them. Otherwise the reader would have been put to great inconvenience* 
This completion of all incomplete verses or quotations is found to be 
absolutely necessary in chapters 4, 6, 28, 31, 32 and 34, Works like 
those of Dattila, Matahga, Kohala are not found in print and the 
reader will surely be benefited if quotations are completed. Dr. De 
finds fault with us for such completion of quotations. On p. 280 we 
could not complete two fragments of Yedic quotations under peculiar 
printing difficulties ; and even Dr. De could not trace them out and 
says that the passage is unintelligible. The completion of the frag- 
mentary verses is more useful to the reader than filling pages with 
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scribal errors under the name of variants and acknowledgments. | 

Dr. De points out some instances which he calls emendations of the f 

editor. They are hot such at all. He compares his copy of Dr. Jha’s 1 

copy collated with the Madras Govt, copy both of which are j;i 

replete with errors of scribes and omissions which are not pointed out j 

as such. For the Madras copy was prepared by the copyists at the J 

commencement of the inflow of the Malabar MSS, when the copyists j 

were not properly trained to decipher the old Malayalam script The j 

copies were not subsequently collated except with Dr. Jha’s copy. 

The editor utilised 8 copies for the sixth chapter and wherever the 
readings were unintelligible he determined the proper reading by a 
close examiniation of the original .palm-leaf MS. Dr. De quoted a 
fragment on rasa in the commemoration volume of Sir Asutosh 
Mukherji which though small contains a large number of blunders 
including misleading punctuations and mistakes of spelling. If he had 
access to at least one of the original copies in old Malayalam script he 
could have avoided the glaring errors frequently accompanied with 
query marks. We shall give some examples at the end of this article 
quoting our readings and those in the original. We should consider 
our task accomplished if the terse and abstruse commentary is made 
clear and intelligible at least in difficult portions. In fact, we have 
not made any emendations except on sufficient grounds. 

18. In one of his examples of emendations Dr. De says, Mr. 

Kavi inserted nivisamanain in line 26 on page 280 where both 
J. and M. read nidh%yamanam t 

One of the editors copies reads nivisamanam and the Madras copy 
reads vidklyammam. We do not remember whether Dr. Jha’s copy 
reads nidklyamanam , Which reading is then the best ? The context 
strictly requires nivisamanam which is a significant word amongst the 
old sastric writers. Even the editors of Hemacandra’s work read 
nivesamanam , Nidh ly am a na m is a vulgar word. Is it possible that 
a great work written by a genius like Abilina va should use nidklya - 
mana for Nivisamana ? Perhaps Dr, De thinks that the form is un- 
grammatical, We would ask him to refer to PaninFs sutra 'ner-vimK* 

19, “In the same way the reading hrdi adopted without ack* 
nowledgment from Hemacandra on page 279 line 1 is clearly 
wrong. It should be druti . Every student of Sanskrit Alaiikara 
knows that druti, vistara and vikasa are associated with three 
gunas — madhurya i ojas and prasada — and this nomenclature 
is here adopted by Bhattanayaka ? k 

SEPTEMBER, IQ2Q 21 


570 


DR. DE ON THE NatYAsaSTRA 


We admit that druii is a belter reading but it is not found in any 
of our copies. The Madras copy reads rati, Hemacandra reads hrdi 
and our copies read rati, rlti and hrdi . Of these hrdi appeared best. 

It is true that druti, vis tarn and vifcasa are explicitly associated 
by Mammata with three gunas. Anandavardhana combined the function 
of druti with madhurya. Abhinava developed it in his Locana, 
Bhattanayaka used the functions of druti etc. with three gunas of 
rajas etc, according to the Sahkhya system of bhoga . But let Dr. De 
cite passages from Bhattanayaka wherein he combines the three 
mental states of druti etc, with the kavyagunas madhurya etc. M. R. 
Ry. Chintamani, M.A, in his article on Bhattanayaka in the ‘'Oriental 
Research” while quoting the same passage also reads rati and not druti > 
and Dr. De himself, in his article on rasa in the commemoration 
volume, quotes the passage as rati, vikasa , and vistara . 

20. “The wrong division of words or sentences — an error which 
occurs with a surprising frequency — sometimes indicates that 
the sense of the passage in question bad not been properly 
considered but that it may have been merely copied as 
found in the manuscript. The punctuation is not always 
consistent and sometimes positively misleading.” 

This statement is followed by five or six instances. 

They are however no mistakes at all. In his review he has through- 
out based his remarks on a close comparison with his fragment on rasa 
published in the Commemoration Volume. 

21. Dr. De recommends the use of Vikramorvakl for Vikra - 
morvaslya . But though the former form is found in several 
works on rhetoric all our Mss. read Vikramarvaslya and 
there Is an omission just before that word and any alteration 
was thought unwarranted, 

22* “Some of the lapses from accuracy give it the appearance 
of being amateurish/’ 

The editor does acknowledge his work to be amateurish and he 
challenges the learned Doctor to prepare the press-copy for any one 
of the following chapters, viz, 27, 28, 29, 31, 3.2, 34 and submit it to 
a conference of competent judges. Then It can be seen whose perform- 
ance Is more amateurish, 

23, “The Editor has proposed to add a commentary of his own 
in the chapters 7 and 8 where Abhinavagupta’s cannot be 
procured* We are not sure how far this would be a desirable 
procedure.” 
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The commentary was not intended for those who can do without 
it. The eighth chapter being highly technical, a few friends of the 
editor induced him to write some notes on the difficult passages and 
hence he promised to write a running commentary at the end if 
no other copy of Abhinava’s is forthcoming. The editor relies upon the 
material that he has gathered for the exposition of the subject besides 
his father’s commentary on that section, 

24, fi We have not yet been able to make out Kampapulakolla- 
sanadibhir vikaraih (p. 281 line 6). Is it Kampapulakolla- 
sadir vikaraih ?” 



Dr, De corrects ullukasana into uttasana , It is regrettable that he 
subjects himself to the same error that he imagines to find in others. 
He may refer to p. 331 1 . 5 of the text and the commentary of 
Abhinava underneath gcitrasy ordhvam sahladam dhunanam nttuka - 
sanam . Even M. Grosset gives the same correct reading, fSaradatanaya 
uses it in his Bhavaprakasa besides a host of writers. 

Dr. De remarks that our punctuation is inconsistent and misleading 
and that we have passed our copyist’s copy without any examination 
of the subject-matter. There is no basis for this remark, He ima- 
gines in others what he himself does. His instances are taken from 
passages of rasa-swim which he misunderstood and therefore thinks 
that our punctuation is wrong. We cite below about forty instances of 
wrong punctuation found in the extract in the Commemoration Volume 
along with the corresponding passages from our edition. 

Abhinava in discussing the import of the famous rasa-suira of 
Bharata first reiterates the interpretations of Lollata and others, 
exposes the fallacies in them and finally establishes his own theory. 
Dr, De gives this portion as an extract in the Commemoration Volume. 
It covers over fourteen pages of our printed text and the page 
reference is to our edition. 

Our reading Dr, De's reading 

m \ 

1 w. 1 sft f^r*n*rf srat* w. [ 

Abhinava’s anuvada begins with ^ and ends with tfcf in which 
Lollata’s opinion is given. Dr, De begins the next independent 
sentence with Tti’ ignoring the force of the words “evara vyacakhyuh" 
in the former and ca and ayam in the latter sentence. , j 

, ,, M 1 S| * 
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“Arthakriya too can be the result of bhranti" but Dr. De thinks 
quite the contrary. The copyist might have written ‘jnanad drsta' 
and he must have wrongly printed it. If he still clings to 
‘adrsta, Met him rightly understand Dharmaklrti’s quotation given by 
us immediately within parentheses and here Bhattanayaka refutes 
Dharmaklrti. 

p. 275. 1. 27 

The removal of na does not make any sense here, 
fthr sta; firm w t f# ^ *\z\ fsrejratftiq 

^Tvrwtrri^ f ?rr*nx i, fter%*f 

w ir^sl^rsr 

p.277,1.25 q?Nh?ct?fct 

The nata imagines his experiences and does not exibit anubhavas and 

the word khvyam is the object of pathan. 


W[ g ^TtPtctralf^efl p. 278, 1. I UHIct W ^STRctra 

It ought to be dhruva, It is either a slip like jaba for japa (p. 276, 1, 27) 
or an error. ■-MM 

u^Ksfq ■% w ( ?) 

In Malay alam ha and pa resemble ta and va respectively. This made 
Dr. De depend on his copyist and produce the beautiful express- 
ion 'vipacatvanamantaram’ but he has the good sense to put a question 
mark beside it. ■. 

fsiTfr ffa ^rfrRTw^fhsnft 

p. ?7&. 1. 14 

Here this is a quotation from Bharata. Dr. De has not under- 
stood the line and introduced anurasatva. Does he make any sense 
out of it ? 

p. 278, 1. 17 aW 

For kiyat he puts him yat. What is the construction of yat ? 

Here druti would be better as the Doctor now suggests, Ati is clearly 
wrong, 

^ qrw qj[cr m ^qwtai wicfliatram tpwifq Sim - 

p. 279, 1. 3 ^ ^ 
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Here upagata and upagamya are wrong. What is the necessity for 
these emendations of the manuscript ? 

p. 279, !• 5 ’tfsrfh % 

It ought to be rasana which is antecedent to sa. According to 
Dr. De’s reading what does sa refer to ? 

«sn%«nstf 

p. 279 1- 7 

Here akalpyam iti, as Dr. De gives, does not convey the sense, 
The original reads kalpyam. Who makes alterations ? 

^ ftsst 3 T TOT g ftsf! wwn 

s<fterr *tft: w vfh *r <rakr ^rt 

Here na spoils the intention of the author. 

^rgvrt’T ^ ctfim vft *p?rsrn p. 279, 1. 20 ^ cfftw vft 

Anubhava for anubhava is meaningless ; in the same sense it is used 
in the verse quoted above this line by the commentator. Why should 
the original be altered ? 

Avedayanil is a complement of dhlh, Dr. De simply relied on his 
copyist. 

Here according to Dr. De’s reading what is the object of 
bhavayanti ? The passage is a quotation from Bharata himself from 
ch. 7. Abhinava’s siddhanta begins from this sentence. It seems 
that Dr. De did hot read the text of NatyaSastra or its commentary 
before or after this portion. 

*rar ft »T?iftsiR?R*ft- 

stfrftmu 

p. 280, 11. 14, 15 

Matra and trivrt of the Madras manuscripts gave him some trouble. 
Were they understood in the Ayurvedic sense of a purging pill ? 
Either the knowledge in the Malayalam script or a little acquaintance 
with Mlmamsa would have suggested to him the right word ; yet he 
says that we have emended the original. Even the Madras copy gives 


our reading. . - . 

mwH «pit: 1 1 wssbr vfiwmift 

p. 280, 1. 16, 17 snftw?rft: • - 
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The fulls top after aste is the crowning glory of Dr. De’s sugges- 
tions, This para being the first argument of Abhinava's theory 
he says that ideas are transformed from the particular to the general 
at first of a limited nature ; then the limited generalisation extends 
into unlimited. The commentator draws an analogy from the 
adkikarilaksana in Mlmamsa. They performed ratri-satra. “He 
(Prajapati) offered that (his own vapa) as an oblation in fire” — such 
sentences of a mere arthavada nature of past action entailing on the 
present adhikarin as a vidhi or niyoga according to Kumarila or 
Prabhakara respectively. Asata or firadat taken from the Vedic 
passages becomes injunction to adhikarin transforming into the general 
sense aste or pradadati respectively. Dr, De reads pradadani , 
This may be a printing mistake but why has he put a full- 
stop after aste ? “A and B can do a piece of work in 3 and 4 days 
respectively’*, In this sentence if a fullstop is put immediately after 
three what would an Englishman say of the author ? 

In the same passage viddhyudyogadi is Dr. De’s reading for vidhi- 
niyogadi . He has implicit faith in his copyist. What is the reading of 
the expression dhyudyogadi ? Is vid an upasarga ? Or does he think 
that vidhi and udyoga mean thereby ‘duty* and ‘appointment’ ? The 
original palm -leaf reads vidhiniyoga . Even a novice in Mlmamsa knows 
that the reference is to the two schools of Kumarila and Prabhakara. 

1 p. 280, 1, 21 \ 

Here manasi goes with pratitih. Dr. De reads it with the next 
word forming a compound. Then how is its strilinga form justifiable ? 
•••qra'... 

p. 280, 11. 23-27 

Here Dr. De recommends a full-stop after cimlingitam , He 
has not understood what Abhinavagupta says ; bhayam goes with 
bhayanako rasah ; amlingitam } vilaksanam etc, are epithets to bhaya 
in its transference from the particular idea to the generalised rasa 
of bkayanaka . If one puts a full-stop after amlingitam what is the 
construction of the words nivimmma f mparivatamana etc, ? They 
cannot be taken as adverbs ; for the predicate here is only a copula 
understood, 

p. 280, I, 28 
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The reading nirvisesatah is copyist’s blunder, which Dr, De 
coolly adopts. Madras copy reads correctly. He copies the mistake 
from Hemacandra’s edition, 

qftsfq p, 280, h 28 l 

Dr. De recommends that it ought to be evamaparopi , meaning there- 
by that the case is the same with the other rasas too. At first sight it 
seems to be plausible but when we go deeper into the manuscript read- 
ing we find it quite correct. But there should be no full-stop after it 
He copied it from the edition of Hemacandra’s Kavyanusasana. 

cfcf ^ qftftcfffa SraTOGWft 1 ftcfcf cTcf ^ TOTTOWfa I I 

m i p. 280, 1. 28 ssrr ftw ** 1 

Here Dr. De recommends a full-stop after vitatam . But it is not 
tenable even in English to put a full-stop between an adverbial clause 
and the principal sentence whose predicate it modifies. 

IcKT^fwtTO p. 281, 1. 5 

Tosciya is a copyist’s slip which Dr, De would not mend, 

p- 28 r, 1 , 6 (suggested by Dr, De) 

Ullukasana is a new word to Dr. De and he changes it into 
ulla$ana> and suggests it to us also, We advise him to peruse page 
331, line 17 for its meaning as given by Abhinava himself. 

p. 282, 11. 7-9 ^ A . 

Here Dr. De has not understood anything and he simply copies 
as utkarso’ph Abhinava here talks of two things upatfesa and vyutpattu 
What does Dr, De mean by desavyntpatti ? Is it a unique creation 
of countries ? What does he intend to say by prakhyavastu ? Is it in 
any way connected with upakkya of the Buddhist §dnyavada ? If 
myamena is taken into the compound, what Is the subject of nirupyate ? 

282,1. 21 

Here Dr. De reads sandkivisranti for samvid-vzsrcinti. What does 
he mean by it ? He copied the Trivandrum copy and did not 
consult the Madras Ms. a 

ft *%s$r* p. 283, 1. 3 

This line is taken by Dr, De along with the fifth vighna. But 
it is parihara for the fourth vighna. 
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Dr. De reads vibkutamah for bibhratah . This is a peculiar 
superlative carrying no sense here. The palm-leaf manuscript reads 
bibhratah which goes with the object sandarbham . 

n * u mffmt- 

to^^fu’ m «rar- • ••• i 

srt:i p. 285, 11. 4-6 tre 

Here Dr. De thinks that the division or paragraph and conse- 
quently a full-stop after nirasah are wrong. Abhinava after dealing 
with the sixth vighna at length proceeds to the next one namely 
Samsayayoga, i.e. doubt arising as to what rasa was meant on account 
of certain bhavas being common to several rasas. The doubt must 
be dispelled by giving greater play to bhavas peculiar to one rasa. 
To amplify this he begins the argument with a quotation from Bharat a. 
Then he proceeds with the course of samsaya or doubt beginning 
with the sentence with taira. If Dr. De’s punctuation is followed 
the quotation will have no bearing on the text and iatra in the 
following sentence will have no antecedent. Therefore his criticism 
is evidently wrong. 

p> 285, h 9 

The original manuscript reads aksiroga. Dr. De adopts the copyist's 
error or alters it on his own account Even the Madras Ms, reads 
aksiroga. Abhinava gives two examples to each condition. 

to crr^r^ to ifh i 

wzm ^%r.~~p. 286, L 27 

Dr. De takes sutrasya with the next paragraph. Sutra itself is the 
samksepa of an argument If it can have another samksepa what shall 
we call it ? If must go with tatparya as we have printed it. l< Ayamaira 
sahksepa” is a very common expression of the commentators. 

Our manuscript reads Kcdidasasya clearly. Kalasaka is an error of the 
Madras copyist which he subsequently corrected in collation. Though 
the verse is not found in any one of his known works it possesses 
Kalidasa's unique thought and expression. 

mz *p„ 288, ll 19-20 

What is the meaning of his reading? He has quietly given us the 
copyist's error. .. ■ ' K;. 


» 
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Here Dr. De reads vyutpattivi maratiyute while the original manuscript 
reads vyutpattim vitarati . Dr. De has not understood anything here 
nor can anybody else from his reading. He reads aspastamitana for 
asprsiabhuta of kala and deha missing the main argument. 

He abruptly closes his extract in the middle of a clause. We 
have pointed out only a few such specimens. There are many other 
errors of this kind in the extract of ten pages. 

We may defend Dr, De by saying that the article in the 
Commemoration Volume had been prepared somewhat hastily but 
why should he not correct these blunders at least after seeing our 
publication? His accusation of wrong punctuation and emendations 
of the commentary without acknowledgment, thus misleading the 
reader, is applicable only to himself. In his edition of Dhvanya- 
loka, page 28, line 9 he reads madhumadana with the Sanskrit render* 
ing of the prakrt verse and puts a full-stop after it. This is a 
mistake. In the saindkava language the words mahu , mahu mean 
mama , mama (me, me) and also madhumadana (Visnu). So there 
is a pun on these words, 1 Abhinava has explained it 

For his own emendations (see Dhvanyaloka, page 22, lines 3, 4). 
Here all the manuscripts we have examined including the two he has 
used read £ 'habdah saibketi/eam prahuli vyavaharaya samsmrtalf • he 
changes it into sab dam sanketitam prahuli vyavaharaya . . .sasmrtahP 
Why should he make this alteration ? What is the necessity ? By 
the change he makes the first half an anuvada or purvapaksa while 
the sloka of Dharmaklrti (which is quoted by Abhinava anonymously) 
nullified the sanketa in svalaksana, Helaraja quotes it as we find in 
the Locana manuscripts. In fact Abhinava quotes the same verse a 
second time. If Dr. De had read Locana properly in the previous 
sections he would have been wiser not to have altered it and thus 
misunderstood Dharmaklrti, Anandavardhana and Abhinava, 


M. Ramakrishna Kavi 


I The original is arwflt WMT 3TTO i 

Dr. De*s reading m m sfir wsrfh Wtm l 

cimft wfSr r: « 

Here the commentator says fth etc,, but Dr- 

-11 -A. -.Gim * . ' i -J&L . '' ’ .. 


a full-stop after sfif taking 

I.H.Q., SEPTEMBER, 19^9 


the gatha, 
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JAIN INSCRIPTIONS; Jaisalmer ( with Introduction, Notes, 
Index of places, etc,). Collected and compiled by Furan Chanel 
Nahar, m.a„ b.L . 1 Pt. Ill (with plates), 1929. 

Mr. Nahar has done a distinct service to Jinalogy and epigraphy 
by the publication of the three volumes of Jain Inscriptions, the 
third volume (under review) bringing the number of inscriptions to 
2592 Le % about three thousand. The records published in these 
volumes, though not generally very old, are important for 
scholars from more standpoints than one e.g. linguistic, social, religious 
etc, Here we have records in Sanskrit, Prakrt and Hindi. They 
cover a variety of subjects not generally met with in epigraphic records. 
The present volume contains the records of Jaisalmer — a very 
important stronghold of the Jains. 

The Introduction and the sporadic notes are in Hindi. No 
work in any other Indian vernacular seems to have such a big 
collection of epigraphic records, The work appears to have been 

; primarily intended for the Jains — a large section of which is Hindi- 

speaking. It may be that it was for this reason that Mr. Nahar has 

not thought it necessary to add explanatory notes to passages or terms 
which, though quite clear to Jains in general and students of Jinalogy, 
are a bit difficult to others. Even a mere reference to particular sections 
of his excellent volume Epitome of Jainism would have in cases been of 
! treat help. 

In editing the records he has not always been scientifically faithful 
to the plates (e.g, 'No 2531-!, 4, pi etc,). Nor 

- lias he cared to correct in the footnotes the apparent mistakes of the 
||iihgravers (e.g. No, 2531 1, 4, *r. should have been corrected into 
into ), Some misprints have also unfortunately 

t. <?rept into the work (e.g. No. 2112, 1, 20— life in place of life; J. 
f It is true that these defects are more or less due to the almost total 


1 Part II was reviewed in these pages (vol. iv, pp. 792-3) by 
r. P. C. Bagchi who pointed out a few mistakes in the deciphering 
the records. Mr. Nahar in a letter to me attributes some of the 
1? stakes to the proof-reader. Some, specially, Dve kalye for which 
t, Bagchi suggests Dvaikalpa % are, in his opinion, supported by the 
ates,*~~Ed, 
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loss of the eye-sight of Mr. Nahar and he deserves the hearty congra- 
tulations of scholars in having been able to bring out such an impor- 
tant work in spite of such a handicap. 


Chintaharan Chakravarti , 


' INSCRIPTIONS OF BENGAL, vol. Ill, Edited with trans- 
lation and notes by Nanigopal Majumdar, m.a. Published by the 
Varendra Research Society, Rajshahi, Bengal, 1929, pp. i-x+r- 
200, Crown Octavo, with one Map showing findspots of Inscriptions 
and 15 Plates* 

It is long since the Varendra Research Society took upon itself 
the important task of collecting and editing the epigraphic records 
of Bengal. It was proposed that these should be published in three 
volumes of which the first should contain records of the Pala period, 
the second those belonging to the time of the Senas and the third 
those of the period of the Pathan Sultans. Accordingly the first 
volume under the title Gauda-lekhamala ( Prathama stavaka) with 
translation and notes in Bengali was published under the editorship 
of Mr. Akshaya Kumar Maitreya as early as 1319 B.s. ( = 1912-13 
A. C.). The programme seems to have been a bit revised since and 
the third volume ‘containing the inscriptions of the Candras, the 
Varmans, and of Isvara-ghosa and Damodara* has come out. We 
learn from the Preface of this volume that the Society contemplates 
the publication of two companion volumes, one dealing with the 
Gupta and the other with the Pala inscriptions which will apparently 
form the first two volumes of the Series, And obviously with a 
view to secure popularity for the Series the notes etc. will be in English 
instead of Bengali as before. We heartily welcome this volume which 
is welcome on more points than one, With the publication of this 
volume most of the post-Gupta records of Bengal are made accessible 
in two separate volumes and scholars will be saved the labour of 
hunting the pages of periodicals not easily available at all times and 
places. ■ 

The learned editor has carefully checked the readings of his prede- 
cessors with the help of the original stones or copper plates where 
available or with their impressions and has been able to find out 
and correct a good many errors. He has also taken great 
in examining the interpretations suggested 
His elaborate notes in this connection reflect great ere 






REVIEWS 


S80 

he has collected information from various sources. The glossary of 
terms denoting official titles which forms the 10th appendix of the 
work is a very important thing, 1 It seeks to bring together all known 
facts with regard to particular titles, A list of all peculiar words would 
have been all the more welcome to students of Philology. It must of 
course be admitted that the editor gives informative notes on such 
words in the body of the work e,g. /kata (p. 83), nala (p. 84) 2 etc. 

He is quite up to date in giving information seldom omitting 
even the most recently published things (which have been referred to 
in the nth appendix giving additional notes and comments). But a 
paper in the Proceedings of the 14th Bengali Literary Conference* 
iVaikati, 1330 R* S. (pp. 1-8). Similar is also the case with another 
small paper (I. H. Q, — vol III, p, 186 ff.) which inter alia sought to 
prove the genuineness of the introductory verses of the Adbhuiasagara 
(cf. p. 174, f. n. 1). 

Several wrong statements have somehow or other found their 
way into the book. His statement (at p. 60) that Vijayapura is men- 
tioned in Dhoyl’s Pavanadula as the capital of Vijayasena is not 
accurate as Dhoyi really represents it as the capital of his patron 
Laksmanasena, though, as the name seems to indicate, it might 
have been first founded by Vijayasena. His statement (p.132) with 
regard to the Madanapada copper-plate that it was acquired by 
the Asiatic Society of Bengal lacks confirmatory evidence. At least 
no mention of it is found in the list of copper plates in the Society 
by Mr. R. D. Banerji (J.A.S.B., vol. VI, 1910, pp. 485ff.). And the 
present reviewer is making all attempts to acquire it from its present 
owner in a distant village. 

There are some passages and expressions with regard to the inter- 
pretations of which the learned editor seems to have been a bit far- 
fetched or inaccurate. 

The equation of arambha with alambha (v, 6. p. 12) and explain- 
ing it as sacrificial slaughter seems to be going too far when krurarambhe 
dayaluh could very well be translated as ‘kind towards people of 
cruel acts’ or in some such way. 

The rendering of Bala- Valabhl-bhujanga as 'the serpent of 

x The want of such a glossary though promised in the preface 
was a keenly felt desideratum in the Ganda-lekhamala. 

2 It may be pointed out here that this word Is still used in 
some parts of Bengal, At Kofalipada (Faridpur) it denotes a plot of 
land (5 cubits x 5 cubits). 
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Bala-Valabhf is not at all happy when the word bhufanga has got the well 
known meaning ‘paramour* in which sense its use is not at all un* 
usual (e.g. used in respect of Visvanatha, author 

of the Sahityadarpand). 

The rendering of v. i of the Deopara Inscription of Vijayasena 
(p. 50) fails to convey any good sense. The translation of ratHlaya- 
dlpa-bhasali as the ‘light of pudendum muleibrd is not only far-fetched 
but inaccurate as it leaves out the word dlpa (lamp). The plain 
meaning ‘pleasure-chamber* is sufficient and there is no need of read- 
ing an inner meaning into it. As a matter of fact; ratigrha (which 
is the same as ratedayd) is used in that sense in the Kamasutra and 
the facts of lamps being used there is clearly referred to by Kalidasa 




in his Kumara-Sambhava Canto I {ataila-pwrali suratapradlpah ). A 
closely similar idea is to be met with in the Vidyasundara attributed 
to Vararuci (the only known manuscript of which is in the posses- 
sion of Mr, Sailendra Nath Mitra, m.a. of the Calcutta University), 
I cannot resist the temptation of quoting it here in its entirety. It 
describes the amours of Vidya and Sundara, It runs : — 

mi 

to* si v. 274. 

This verse with some variants is also found to occur in the vidyTt- 
sundara (v. 39), as published by Jivananda Vidyasagara in his Kavya - 
samgraha (vol. Ill), 

One minor point with regard to orthography may be noted here, 
It is true that in some of the modern vernaculars of India two distinct 
letters ^ and ^ and their corresponding aspirates % and f are used 
with a slight difference in the pronunciation of the sounds with or 
without dots below them, But this difference is not met with in 
old manuscripts and epigraphic records. Hence the use of dots below 
55 and £ (cf. p* 21, 1L 40, 43 ; p, 74 11. 38, 39, 46 3 48 ; p, m 11 19, 
3U 3 2 5 etc,) in the transcription of records of the nth and 12th 
centuries is unwarranted by the paleography of the records and 
smacks of a bit of anachronism, 

Lastly, the warmest thanks of all students of the history of Bengal 
are due to Kumar Sarat Kumar Ray, M.A„ of the Dighapatiya Raj— 
both a scholar and a patron of learning— for his munificence in provid- 
ing the entire cost of this costly and very important publication. y 

1 • . . < , , „ i W’ t / r (vps I hi'' 1 fe 1 


Select Contents of Oriental Journals 


Annals of the Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, 


vol. x, pts. i, ii 


B. Bhattacharya. — A Peep into the Later Buddhism , The author 
describes some features of the Vajrayana Buddhism and shows 
that Tantrikism, specially the Tantrik deities like Tara and Chinna- 
masta, have been evolved from a later form of Buddhism called 
Vajrayana. 

D, R. Bhandarkar.— Slow Progress of Islam Power in /Indent 
India . 

SUKUMAR Sen.— The Use of the Cases in Vedic Prose . 

AMBUJ Nati-I BaNERJI.— Studies in Economics of Ancient India, This 
deals with the nature and scope of Vartta } its relation with other 
sciences as also the students and teachers of this science in ancient 
India, 

Chintaiiar AN CttAKRAVARTL~--Sanskrzt Literature of the Paisnavas 
of Bengal This is an account of the literary output of the followers 
of C a it any a in different branches of Sanskrit 1 iterature — philosophy > 
rituals, kavya, poetics and grammar. 

H. PURANDARE, — A few Thoughts on Semantics, 

V. KA'^'E^Bhavadasa and Sabarasvamin, This note shows that 
®^ avac ^ sa wrote a commentary on Purvamlmaipsa and preceded 
Sabarasvamin. 




Asia Major, vol. v, fasc. 2 



v. ^ le Uberhcferung des Altern buddhistischen Schrifttums (Hand- 
ing down of the ancient Buddhist scriptures) by F. Weller. 

The writer enters into a detailed discussion about the probable 


.time of compilation of the Pi takas and summarises his conclusions 
as follows ; 


The present text of the Dlgha Niks,. presupposes the existence 
; of manuscripts, which had their origin in India. It is a written traits- 


iation texts which were composed in Magadhl. 

The information that the whole of the Pali canon with commen- 
ces was handed down orally up to the period of Vattagamani 
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and was for the first time written down in Ceylon during the rule of 


Vafctagamani cannot be accepted as historical truth. 

The account of the Councils, so far as Suttapitaka is concern- 
ed, is younger than the Dlgha Nikaya, which was handed down 
by the members of one sect, and therefore it is historically of 
no value. | 

It has not yet been disproved that the Dlgha Nikaya originated 
in pre-Christian era. 

As the indigenous traditions about the canon are of a compara- 
tively later date, researches in this field must be carried on by a 
comparative study of the various traditions. Researches with the 
Pali canon alone will not be fruitful. 



Half-yearly Journal of the Mysore University, vol. iii, no. i 


N. Subra Rau ,—Deva Raja Wa deyar of Mysore, 

S, CriANDRASEKARA Sastry. — Hayasala Administration , 


Indian Antiquary, July, 1929 


BlREN Bonnerjea. — Materials for the Study of Garo Ethnology . 

A. Govindacharya SVAMIN, — Vedanta and Christian Parallels, The 
writer compares the Vedantic conception of the relation between 
Word and God with the Johannian utterance in the Bible, viz. 
"Word was God*’, and to him “the taking of man’s nature in the 
womb of the blessed Virgin etc. is reminiscent of the (Hindu) 
doctrine of Avataras.” 

Richard C, Temple, — Hindu and Non-Hindu Elements in the Katka - 
saritsagara , 


Ibid. ? September, 1929 

R, R. Halder. — An Inscription of the Time of Allata of Mewar , This 
inscription re-edited here records the construction in 953 A.c. 
of a temple of Visnu in his Varaha form and mentions the names 
of some prominent persons in the state of the ruling Guhila king 
Allata. 

PURAN Chand NaHAR.— A Note on Svetambar and Digainbar Sects. 
The author of this note advocates the earlier origin of the Sveta m- 
bara sect of the Jains, and believes that ‘the assignment of a -dis- 
tinctly inferior status to woman by denying her the possibility of 
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full spiritual emancipation' and such other narrow dogmas propa- 
gated by some of the followers of Mahavlra led to schisms and 
ultimately to the establishment of a new order called Digambaras. 
KaLipada Mitra. — Note on Tentfi-karala, It has been shown here 
that the word tenta-karala occurs in various works, in some of 
them in a slightly different form, in the sense of a gambling place 
and that even ‘good* women have been referred to in the Karpura - 
mafijari (circa 900 A, C.) as playing at dice. 

Journal of Oriental Research, vol, III, pt. 1 

M, HiRIanna. — The Sastitantra and Vorsoganya* The author derives 
evidential support from the Jayamangalct for the view that Sasti- 
tantra is the name of treatises by Pahcasikha and not by Varsa- 
ganya, consisting of 60 sections and postulating 60 principles, and 
opines that Kapila himself might have been the original author 
of this work which was later on amplified by Pahcasikha. 

Y. MAHALINGA Sastri. — More about the Age and Life of Srimad 
Appayya Dlksita . Historical, epigraphical, traditional and literary 
evidences have been adduced corroborating 1520-1593 as date for 
Appayya Diksita* 

D. T. Tatacharya . — Definition of Poetry or Kavya. 

Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society* July, 1929 

GUISEPPE TUCCI. — Buddhist Logic before Dinnaga ( Asanga , Vasu- 
bandhu , Tarkahastras ). An account of the pre-Dihnaga logical 
works preserved in Chinese and Tibetan translations and also 
known from quotations and allusions found in works like Uddyota- 
kara's Nyayamrlika and Vacaspati’s Nyayavartika-tatparyaUka has 
: ; been given here. ” “ . - • A'v 

E. H, Johnston. — The Text of the Buddhacarita , cantos ix-xiv } 32. 
Notes have been written on the text of this portion of the Buddha- 
carita in the light of the Tibetan translation of the work edited by 
>; ■ Dr. Weller. ^ 

Jwala Prasad. — * The Philosophical Significance of Rgveda, x, 129,5 
and Verses of Allied Nature. This Egvedic verse called by 
many scholars "a puzzle" and left unexplained has been interpre- 
ted here as describing the universe as a sacrifice, or as warp and 
woof, or again, as both. 



SELECT CONTENTS OF ORIENTAL JOURNALS 


Quarterly Journal of the Andhra Historical Research Society, 

voh III, pts. 2 , 3 & 4 

G. Ram ADAS. — Santa Bomvali copper-plate Grant of N a ndavanm— 
a Review . 

S. Bhimas ANKARA Rao. — The Evolution of the Brahminical Hie- 
rarchy in Ancient India . 

M, Ramarao.— Some Interesting Facts about the Kahatiyas . 

Sashi Riiusan Chaudhuri. — Analysis of the Agni Pur ana. 

Rhavaraj V. Krishnarao ^—History of Rajahnundry . 

SatyaNarayana RajaGURU. — Simhlpura Copper-plate Grant of 
Kadamba King of Dharmakhedi. 

L. P. Pandeya. — Two unassigned Coins of Balpur. 

R. SUBRARAO . — Madras Museum Plates of Indravarmadeva. 

Lakshin ar ay an Harxsciiandra Jagadeb ,—AUagada MaMlmgehmra 
Rock Inscription . 

M. Ramkrisiina Kavi. — Literary Gleanings. Various Sanskrit works 
on Music produced during the last thousand years in different 
parts of India have been named and in some cases described in 
the present instalment of this continued article. 

Lakshin arayan Harisciiandra Jagadeb.— Stone Pillar Inscription 
of Ratnamani Devi at Mukhalmgam , 

R. Subbar Rao. — Correspondence between the East India Company 
and the Kandtegula Family in the Eighteenth Century. 

Riiavaraj V. Krishna Rao .-Komnn-chikkala Plates of Anavatu 
Reridi dated S, S. 134.4.. 

Quarterly Journal of the Mythic Society, July, - 19-29 . 

IL Krishna Sastrl— Archaeology in Mysore . 

M. H. Rama Sharma. — Studies in Vijayanagara History . ‘Cryna- 
mata* mentioned by the Portuguese chronicler Nuniz has been 
identified in this portion of the “Studies” with Kumara Ramana 
Kuinmata of to-day. 

K. KrishnaMACIIARya. — Some Poses from Amaruka, A few extracts 
from the Century of Amaruka depicting 'the finer phases of Srugara* 
have been discussed here, 


Rupam, April* July, 1929 

OrdhendU Coomar Gangoly. — A Group of Buddhist Sculptures 
I.II.Q., SEPTEMBER, 1929 2 
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Ananda K, Coomaraswamy. — Buddhist Reliefs from Nagarfunikonda 
and Amanivatl. 

Ajit Ghose .-—Miniatures of a Newly-Discovered Buddhist Palm-leaf 
Mi anuscript from Bengal. 

BeNoytosh Bhattacharyya. — Notes oft the Above Mss. 

A. N. Gangoly. — A Moghul Miniature from the Lahore Museum. 
BenoytoSH Bhattacharyya. — The Gods of Northern Buddhism . 






Zeitschrift fuer Buddhismus, viii, 1928 (four parts). 

Sarayutta-Nikaya—it&nsl^d into German by Prof, W. Geiger. 
This volume contains translations of BK. I (21-81) • BK II 
and BK. Ill (1-14). ’ ’ 

Der Weg sur Reinheit (Visuddhimagga)— translated into German 
uy Bhikkhu Nyanatiloka. (This volume contains translation of 
pp. i -57 of the Pali text). 

A blndhammatthasaiig aha — translated into German by Ernst L. 
Hoffmann. This volume contains translation of Chs. I I-IV. The 
translator .has added an Appendix in which the various divisions 
and sub-divisions of philosophical and psychological terms have 
been arranged in a tabular form. 

Das Leibesproblem zn der buddhistischen P a li lyrik .by W. Wiist. 
The object of the writer is to show that a detailed study of 
pro lems like the Kaya-problem can throw light on the chronology 

of Buddhist texts. ' 

Gespruche buddhistischer Mmche (Dialogues of Buddhist Monks) 
y a sai B. Baradijn (translated from Russian into German bv 
Gertrud Bufe and W. A. Unkrig). The Tibetan original (16 leaves') 
o t 11s work, called ‘ zlos-gar-gyi bstan-bcos-yan-dag-lam-du-bkri- 
bcn-rol-rtsed-ces-bya-ba {i.e. a Dramatic work, a poetical play, which 
tie wa> to tiuth), was written between 1762 and 1828 It 

c^ltT'p th ! CO, L V f sat5on , of ^ Buddhist monks, an Indian 
1 raj “ a ’ a Tlbetan Ses-rab, a Mongolian Bilik and a Chinese 

dr*" Speaking ° n the rel 'S* ous themes in his own mother 

words 6, 10 tranSlat ° r has ndded notes important Tibetan 



Printed and puWbhed by^Tl^ u „ a th Sea., at theT^' Oriental Press, 
1 °7» ivlechuabazar Street, Calcutta. 
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Pusyamitra and the Sunga Empire 

II 

2. Kharavela 

In a cave on the Khandagiri hill near Bhuvanesvar in 
Orissa known as the Hafchigumpha (elephant cave) the short 
history of the first thirteen years of the reign of a king of 
Kalifiga named Kharavela is found engraved in Brail ml 
characters. In this document, unique in its kind, it is said 
that in the eighth year of his reign Kharavela invaded 
Magadha and laid seige to Rajagrha, and that four years 
later, he captured the royal palace (at Fatal iputra) and made 
the Baja of the Magadhas fall at his feet. Most of the 
writers 1 on the Suftga period are of opinion that Kharavela 
was a contemporary of Pasyamitra, and it was Pusyamitra 
who or whose deputy was besieged at Rajagrlia and who 
himself fell at the feet of Kharavela four years later. Two 
such disasters appear to me irreconcilable with Pusyamitra’s 
known achievements and reputation. Therefore the argu- 
ments of scholars like Messrs. Rapson, Jayaswal and Sten 
Konow who recognise Kharavela as a contemporary of Pusya- 
mitra demand careful scrutiny. Professor Rapson writes:—.';. 

“Even the fundamental question whether the inscription ; ' 
is dated or not is still in dispute. Some scholars contend 
- • . : ; V 

I A notable exception is H, Roy Chaudhuri, Pol, His., pp 199-201, 
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that a passage in the sixteenth line can only be interpreted 
to mean that the inscription was engraved in the 165th 
year of the Maurya kings, or of the Maurya king, while 
others deny the existence of any such date. The discussion 
of problems of this kind does nob fall within the scope of 
the present work, bub it may be pointed out here that the 
acceptance of the supposed date would seem to involve no 
chronological impossibilities, and that, in any case, the in- 
scription probably belongs to about the middle of the second 
cenbury b.c. With this hypothetical chronology other indi- 
cations of date seem to agree.’’ 1 

As we have seen above, the acceptance of the supposed 
date in the inscription, that is to say, recognition of Khara- 
vela as contemporary of Pusyamitra, does involve chrono- 
logical impossibilities. Bub as preconceived notions take 
long to die out, it is still necessary to discuss whether there 
is a date in the Maurya era in the Hathigumpha inscription. 
The passage in question inline 16 of the Hathigumpha inscrip- 
tion is thus read and translated by different authorities 

Bhagavaulal Indraji — panamtariya-sathi-vasasate raja - 
Mur iy ah ale vocine ca coyatha agasatikutariyam 
cupddayati 

“And (the victorious and illustrious king Kharavela) does 
(this) in the one hundred and sixty-fifth year of the time 
of the Maurya kings after one hundred and sixty-four years 
had passed away.’* ' 

Meet 2 — vockine ca eoyattham, amga-sattilc-amtariyam 
c = upadayati ' ; / /: : ■ 

“And he produces, causes to come forth (i.e., revives), the 
sixty-fourth chapter (or other division) of the collection of 
seven Afigas.” 

Mr. K.. P. J ayaswal 3 — ghaudalaktocatare ca ve$uri- 

1 Cambridge History of India, vol. I, pp, 534-35. 

2 Journal of Royal Asiatic Society, 1910, p. 827. 

3 Journal of Bihar and Orissa Research Society, vol, IV, 1918, 
PP* 393*395 5 corrections, Ibid., vol. XIII, pp. 235-236. 
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yagabhe thambhe patiihdpayati pdnatariya Mar 
sahasehi Muriyakalam vochimnani ( mm, ?) ca co~ 
yathi (or-thi) amga-satikam, turiyam, upadayati 
“On the lower roofed terrace (i.e., in. the verandah) he 
establishes columns inlaid with beryl and with bells attach- 
ed at the cost of 75 hundred-thousand (panas). The four- 
fold (for the fourth) Anga-Saptika of 64 sections lost in the 
time of the Maurya (king) he restores.” 

Dr. F. W. Thomas 1 ■ — panamt ariy a (rn f) sa raja (?) 

muriyakdle vochine (nay i ?) ca ...agasa (si ?) 

tikamXariyayx upadayati 

“And a.. .......... ...of five antaras (cells, antara grha'l) 

which had been left unfinished (destroyed ?) during the 

time of the Maurya kings, he erects with and a full 

hundred (eighty, asiti ?) cells.” 

Dr. Sten Konow 2 — cature ca veduriyagabhe tha (m) bUe 
patith (a)-payati panatariyasacasahite 

“And he causes four pillars to be erected, studded with 
beryl, and accompanied (inscribed) with the noble truths 
taught (by the Jina).” 

rajamuriyakdlavochimnam ca coyathiaga satikamta- 
riyn i upadayati 

“He restores the sixty-four section . Ahga, that had become 
obsolete at the time of the Maurya king, included in a 
Saptika.” 

Dr. Sten Konow here sees a reference to the $vetambara 
Jaina tradition that in the reign of Gandragupta Maurya 
the Sangha assembled at Pataliputra to collect the fragments 
of the sacred lore. The assembled monks succeeded in 
bringing together eleven Angas, but the twelfth, the Drs|i- 
vada, could not be recovered. As according to tradition 
Drstivada is said to have been partly known to later authors, 
Dr. Konow holds that the text restored by Kharavelais 

1 Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, 1923, p. 84. 

2 Acta Ofientalia, vol. I, p. 19. . 
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the Parikamma, the first part of Drstivada, which is a sattilca 
or saptika, i.e., a treatise comprising seven chapters. “Co- 
yathiaga would represent a Sanskrit catuhsastyanga, an 
Aitga consisting of sixty-four sections. We are told in later 
texts that the Parikamma comprised eighty-three such sub- 
divisions. If I am right in thinking that the HathigumphS 
inscription contains a reference to that text, we must infer 
that only sixty-four were included in the recension restored 
by Kharavela.” 1 

Prom the plaster cast of the Habhigurapha inscription 

in the Indian Museum, I read line 16 thus: — patalake 

catare veduriya gabhe thambhe patithapayoM panatariya 

[Mu]riyahdle vochine ca coyathi-agasatikamtariyarn, upada- 
yati 


The cast shows thab four or five letters before [ Mu] 
riyakale are totally defaced. Therefore Bhagavanlal Indraji’s 
sathi-vasa-sate raja and Mr. Jayaswal’s satasahasehi are 
more or less conjectural. Bdja-Muriya is also a strange 
form. In line 1 of the Hathigumpha. inscription we have Cheta 
or Oheti-raja instead of raja-cheta ; in line 6, Nanda-raja 
instead of raja-Nanda ; and in line 8 Yaoana-ra[ja'\ instead 
of raja-Yavana. Therefore Dr. Sten Konow’ s restoration 
of raja is unjustifiable. Panatariya I should take in the 
sense of “having five intervals or entrances,” and as referr- 
ing to a hall with sis pillars. Leaving patalake out of 
consideration like Dr. Sten Konow, I shall translate the 
first sentence thus : — 

“On the courtyard he caused to be erected (six) pillars 
inlaid with beryl (i.e., a pillared hall or corridor) leaving five 
entrances ...” 

, Fleet’s recognition of vochine in the next sentence as 
a Jaina technical term meaning “loss of text,” accepted by 
Sten Konow and Jayaswal, appears to me reasonable. An- 
other Jaina technical term that occurs in this sentence is 


x Acta. Orientalia 4 I, p. 21, 
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satikamtariymi , ‘seven inber-Jina periods.’ The following 
extract from the Vyavaccheda adhikara of the Bhagavatl 
Sutra (XX, 8) of the Svetambara Jaina canou seems to 
throw some light on the passage :• — 

e e su nam hhamte j t evisde Jinamtaresu Jcassa hahini 
Kaliyasuyassa vocchede pannatte ? Goyama ! 

e e su nam tevlsae Jinanitaresu purimapacchimaesu 
atthasu Jinamtaresu ettha nam Kaliyasuyassa avocohede 
pannatte, majjhimaesu sattasu Jinanitaresu ettha nam Kali- 
yasuyassa vocchede pannate savvatthavi nary, vocchinne 
JDitthivae. 

*‘0 Reverend one, in these (successive) twenty-three 
intervening periods between the (twenty-four) Jinas when 
was the (eleventh Anga called) Kalikasruta lost f O Gau- 
tama, in these twenty-three inter-Jina periods, in the first 
eight and in the last eight inter-Jina periods, the Kalika- 
sruta was in existence. But in the medial seven inter-Jina 
periods the Kalikasruta was lost. Drstivada was lost in all 
the inter-Jina periods.” 

Sten Konow takes satiha, Prakrt sattiha, Sanskrit sap- 
tika, in the sense of a treatise comprising seven chapters. 
It appears to me more reasonable to take satikanitariyami 
as meaning, ‘belonging to sattasu Jinanitaresu, the (medial) 
‘seven inter-Jina periods’ and thus translate the second sen- 
tence of line 16 of the Hathigumpha inscription : — 

“He restores the sixty-four section ahga of the seven 
inter-Jina periods (i.e., first lost in the medial seven inter- 
Jina periods) that was (again) lost in the Maurya period.” 

This “sixty-four section Anga of the seven inter-Jina 
periods” should be identified with the Kalikasruta that dis- 
appeared in the seven medial inter-Jina periods. According 
to the scholiast of the Bhagavatl Kalikasruta is the eleventh 
Anga of the Jaina canon ( Kaliyasuyassa ehadasdhgirupasya). 
This eleventh Anga is better known- as the Yipakasrato. 
The existing Yipakasruta of the Svetambara Jaina canon 
contains legends on the reward of the good a^d ©vil deeds 
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and consists of two parts {Srutakaiidhas) of tea chapters 
(ajjhayanas) eaeh. 1 * Sakalaklrti, a Digambara author, states 
in his Tatvarthasaradlpaka that the eleventh Anga, Yipa- 
kasruta, deals with the good and evil actions of men and 
has 18,400,000 words. 3 The texts of the Digambara canon 
are now lost. The Anga consisting of 64 chapters that, 
according to the HathigumphS inscription, was lost in the 
medial seven inter- Jina periods, was probably the extensive 
Digambara recension of the eleventh Anga, or rather, the 
original eleventh Anga which was the common source of 
both the Svefcambara and the Digambara recensions, for the 
definite separation of the two sections of the Jaina community 
did not take place till the end of the first century a.d . 3 

Line 16 of the Hathigumpha Inscription, so far as it can 
be made out, means that in the thirteenth year (?) of his 
reign, KhSravela eaused the erection of a pillared hall or 
corridor with five entrances (i.e., six pillars) in the courtyard, 
aud the restoration (compilation) of the eleventh Anga of 
the Jaina canon that became obsolete in the Maurya period. 

Dr. Sten Konovsr and Mr. Jayaswal do not recognise a 
date in the Maurya era in line 16 of the Hathigumpha ins- 
cription, but they arrive at very nearly the same date from 
the supposed occurrence of the name of Demetrius, son of 
Euthydemus, in line 8 and of Pusyamitra (Brhaspatimitra) 
in line 12. The passage in question in line 8 is thus read 
Bhagavanlal — 

SMjagatianapaiti, pldapayati etinarrh ca kammapadana- 
panMena savata senamhane vipamucUu Kadhurani apayato 
nctvame ca 

i Weber, “Sacred Literature of the Jains,” Indian Antiquary , 
vol, XX, p. 26. 

a R. G. Bhandarkar, Report on the Search for Sanskrit manu- 
scripts in the Bombay Presidency during the year 1883-84, p. 107. 

3 Archaeological Survey of India, Annual Report for 1925-26, 

P’ l7 9' . ; 


fUSYAMITRA AND THE SUN'GA EMPIRE 


593 


Jayaswal — 

Hdjagaham upapiddp ayati ( ; ) etina ca Itanimapaddna- 
samnddena sanibita-sena-vdhano vipamwpciium Madlmram 
apaydto yavanaraja Dimita (ov-ti). 

“On account of the report (uproar) occasioned by the acts 
of valour the Greek king Demetrius drawing in his army 
and transport retreated to abandon Mathura”. 1 

Dr. Sfcen Konow considers Jayaswal’s reading of the last 
two words “absolutely certain” and thus reads and translates 
the passage : — 

Hajagaham, upapiddpayati etina ca Eammupadana- 
panddena sabadhe senamhane vipamueitu Madkuram apa- 
ydto yavanaraja [D%\ma\ta\. 

“Laid siege to Rajagriha, and through the uproar occasioned 
by the action the Yavana king Demetrius went off to Mathura 
in order to relieve his generals who were in trouble.’’ 2 

Dr. Sten Konow accepts Mr. Jayaswal’s identification of 
Dimata with Demetrius I, son of Euthydemus, and thus pro- 
ceeds to reconstruct the first phase of the Indo-Bactriau 
history : — 

“Demetrius was, according to Strabo, the son of the Bae- 
trian king Euthydemus, and Bactria was the starting point 
for the conquests through which he became, as he is called 
by Justin, the king of the Indians. During the absence on 
his Indian expedition, the rival prince Eucratides made 
himself master of Bactria and later on defeated Demetrius. 
If we compare the account of these events with the statement 
contained in Kbaravela’s inscription, we shall find a general 
agreement among them. Demetrius had pushed eastwards 
beyond Mathura, probably with a view of waging war against 
Magadha. Rumours now reached "him about what was going 


on in Bactria, where Eucratides had ousted his governors, and 


i Journal of the Bihar and Orissa Research Society, vol, XI 
pp. 227-229. 




BtlllllS 


2 Acta OruntaUa , vol. I, p. 
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at the same time he learnt about Kbaravela’s operations 
against Bajagrha, There was danger in front of him, and 
his base in Bactria was unsafe. He accordingly retraced 
his steps towards Mathura in order to open operations 
against Eucratides and relieve his generals (sabddhe senavd- 
hane vipa)nu[m]citu[n{]. ,>1 

Mr. Jayaswal has described his difficulties before he 
could make out Dimita or Dimiti. In a cast of the Hathi- 
gumpha Inscription taken by Mr. Caddy in the year 1894 
and deposited in the Indian Museum I can trace Tavana-rd 
with some difficulty but see no chisel mark after rd. The 
name of an Indo-Greek king must have followed Tavana-ra 
[ja[ j and it might as well have been Dimita as any other 
name. But even if we admit for argument’s sake that 
Dimiti or Demetrius was engraved here, what evidence is 
there to shovv that this Demetrius can be no other than the 
son and successor of Euthydemus of Bactria ? This evidence 
is apparently to be found in line 12 which is thus read by 
Mr. Jayaswal : — 

Magadhanam ca vipulam bhayam janeto hatln iSugam- 
giyam, pdyayati Mdgadham ca rdjdnam Bahasatimitan%{ Cun- 
ningham, vahasatisita ; Bhagavanlal, vahupatisatisd) pdde 
vamdapayati. 

Dr. Sten Konow writes, ‘‘At all events, Sugayigd or 
Suganigl is certainly the ancient Maurya palace in Fatal i- 
putra, which is called Suganga in the Mudrarak§asa. The 
operations mentioned in 1. 12 were accordingly directed 
against Fataliputra, the capital of the Magadha empire. 
Bahasatimita, i.e., Sanskrit Brhaspatimitra, was therefore the 
king of Magadha in Kharavela’s days, and I agree with 
Mr. Jayaswal that ho must be the same person who is 
•known under the name of Pu§yaraitra, the founder of the 
Sutiga dynasty, though I am not able to add much to the 
learned author’s argument in favour of this view.” I 2 

I Acta Orient aha, vol, I, p. 28. 2 Ibid., vol. 1, p. 29, 

k . 
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The reading Bahasafcimita is doubtful, for h has an u 
stroke below, and the next letter is indistinct. But even 
if the reading is provisionally accepted, it is difficult to en- 
dorse the identification of Bahasatimita (Brhaspatimitra) 
with Pusyamitra. Mr. Jayaswal 1 first identifies Bahasati- 
mitra, Raja of the Magadhas, who fell at the feet of Kliara- 
vela, with Raja Gfopaliputra Bahasatimitra mentioned in the 
Pabhosa Inscription 2 No. 1 and with Bahasatimitra of the 
copper coins found at Kosam near Pabhosa and also at Ram- 
nagar ( Ahiechatra-Adhichatra ) in Rohilkhand. 3 This 
Pabhosa Inscription records the excavation of a cave by Asa- 
dhasena, maternal uncle of raj an Bahasatimitra, in the 10 th 
year of Udaka (restored by Mr. Jayaswal as Odraka). As 
the inscription is dated in the reign of Udaka (Odraka), it 
is rightly assumed that he held imperial position. But if 
is not quite correct to say that no territory is specified for 
Rajan Bahasatimitra. As already pointed out by Professor 
Rapson, 4 the way in which Bahasatimitra's name is 
mentioned in the beginning of the inscription clearly 
indicates that Pabhosa was included in his dominion and 
that he was the reigning Raja at the time of the inscription. 
So Raja. Bahasatimitra of the Pabhosa Inscription No. 1 
cannob be identified with a predecessor of Udaka (Odraka) on 
the imperial throne. Mr. Jayaswal also identifies Agnimitra 
of the copper coins so far found at Ramnagar and certain 
other sites in Rohilkhand with the Suhga king Agnimitra, 
son and successor of Pusyamitra, but no notice is taken of 
the weighty arguments adduced by numismatists against this 


i K. P. Jayaswal, “A further note on the Hathigumpha Inscnp- 
tion,” Journal of the Bihar and Orissa Research Society, vol. Ill, 1917, 

pp. 473 - 479 - 

3 A. Fuhrer, ‘‘Pabhosa inscriptions,” Epigraphia Indica, Vol. II, 
P* 2 4 2 - 

3 Fuhrer, op, cit>, p. 243 and note 18. 

4 Cambridge History of India, I, p. 535. 
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identification. 1 2 * No coin of Agnimitra or Bahasatimitra has 
yet been found either in Magadha (South Bihar) or Eastern 
Malava (Vidisa), So it is premature to conclude that the 
coins of Agnimitra found in Rohil khand only and the coins 
of Bahasatimitra found at Kosam were issued by kings bear- 
ing same names who ruled from Pataliputra and Vidisa. But 
even if this is conceded, the nest difficulty is the want of defi- 
nite proof that Bahasatimitra was the immediate predecessor 
of Agnimitra. Mr. Jayaswal finds this proof in epigraphic 
tests. He writes: — 


“The i stroke in the legend of Agnimitra is wavy and 
curved, which is a sure sign of lateness, while in that of 
Bahasati it agrees with the older style owing to which Cunn- 
ingham missed it and read the legend as Bahasatamitra. 
My friend, Mr. Bhandarkar, has detected another index. 
He kindly writes to me that the ta is also later in Agni- 
mitra’s coins” 9 

Any difference in the form of characters used in the coin 
legends of father and son should rather be considered as 
tests of contemporary varieties than as positive evidence of 
priority and posteriority. According to the Puranic chrono- 
logy relied on by Mr. Jayaswal, Agnimitra survived the 
death of Pusyamitra and reigned for 8 years only. So prac- 
tically they were contemporaries. The hook-shaped sign of 
medial i found in the legends of the Pancala coins of Agni- 
mitra, Bhanumitra, Bhumimitra and Phalgunimitra is a 
decorative feature and cannot be recognised as a test of age. 

form of medial i used in the coin of Bahasatimitra is the 
usual one found in the inscription of the Kusanas and the 
Guptas. The ha and sa in the legend of the coins of Baha- 


1 Cunningham, Coins of Ancient India, p. 80 ; Rapson, Indian 
Coins, Strassbury, 1897, p. 13 ; V. A. Smith, Cat. of Coins in the 
Indian Museum, Calcutta, vol. I, Oxford, 1906, p. 184. 

2 Journal of the Bihar and Orissa Research Society , vol. Ill, 1917, 

P-477- • 
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satimitra have perfectly equalised vertical lines and the set 
is of the same type as the sa in the inscriptions of the 
MahSksatrapa Sodasa. On palseographic grounds, therefore, 
Bahasatimitra of the Kosam coins should be assigned to the 
end of the first century b, c. and nob to the first half of the 
second century B, c. 

Another argument used by Mr. Jayaswal in support of his 
identification of Brhaspatimitra with Pusyamitra is that both 
Brhaspati and Pusya are, according to the Sanskrit usage, 
identical, 1 i.e. synonymous. Pusya is the name of the sixth 
lunar asterism and Brhaspati is the planet Jupiter. Even if 
we admit that Brhaspati was also identified by the ancient 
Hindus with Pusya, that does not justify the identification 
of Brhaspatimitra with Pusyarnitra any more than the 
denotation of the same god by the terms Skanda and Kumara 
justifies the identification of Skandagupta with Kumaragupta. 

As we have already seen (p. 590), according to Dr. Sten 
Konow the identification of the Yavana-raja of the Hafchi- 
gumpha Inscription with Demetrius, son of Euthydemus, 
rests on general agreement between the account of the Greek 
writers that duping the absence of Demetrius from Bacfcria 
Eucratides revolted and made himself master of Bactria and 
later on defeated him (Demetrius), and the statement in the 
Hathigumpba Inscription that the uproar caused by Khara- 
vela’s siege of Rajagrha made an unnamed Yavana-raja, or a 
Yavana-raja Demetrius of unknown parentage, abandon his 
invasion of Magadha to help the garrison of Mathura. The 
Greek account of the revolt of Eucratides as summed up by 
Dr. Sten Konow shows that the hostile activities of the rebel 
were confined to. Bactria, and he could nob have created any 
trouble for the generals of Demetrius at Mathura. So it is 
impossible to link the rising of Eucratides in Bactria with 
the Hathigumpha version of the retreat of the Yavana-raja 
to relieve the garrison of Mathura. 


I Jayaswal, 
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Mr. Jayaswal's translation of line 8 of the Hathigurapha 
Inscription differs from that) of Dr. Bten Konow. Mr. 
Jayaswal does not find in this passage any hint of Deme- 
trius’s retreat to Mathura to relieve the garrison, bub renders 
it thus • “The Greek king Demet(rios) drawing in his army 
and transport retreated to abandon Mathura.” Kharavela’s 
siege of Rajagrha might dissuade Demetrius from invading 
Magadha to avoid a struggle with the powerful king of 
Kalifiga ; but why should it lead him to abandon even 
Mathura it is very difficult to make - out. The Hathigumpha 
account of the retreat of the Yavana-raja, and the Greek 
account of the revolt of Eucratides and Demetrius’ return 
from India to face him, refer to two different events separated 
as we shall see below, by a long interval of time. 

. - The chronological impossibilities involved in these identi- 
fications become still more apparent when attempt is made 
to reconstruct the history of Magadha from 175 to 170 b.c. 
on their basis. If Demetrius, son of Euthydemus, retired 
from India to face Eucratides when Kharavela laid -siege to 
Rajagrha, the latter event must have happened in the year 
175 (Jayaswal) or 174 (Sten Konow), b. o. As this year 
corresponds to the eighth year of Kharavela’s reign, he must 
have ascended the throne of Kalinga in 183 or 182 b. c. 
With Kharavela’s siege of Rajagrha, the revolt of Eucratides 
in Bactria and the retreat of Demetrius, Messrs. Sten 
Konow and Jayaswal link two other events, the siege of 
Saketa and Madhyamika by Demetrius and a horse sacrifice 
(the first horse sacrifice according to Mr. Jayaswal) of 
Pusyamitra. As wq have already seen, Patanjali’s state- 
ments in the Mahabhasya clearly indicate that the siege of 
Saketa ' and Madhyamika by the Yavana (i.e. the Yavana 
king) and the horse-sacrifice of Pusyamitra were not, 
strictly speaking, contemporaneous events. Though it may 
not be difficult to reconcile the retreat of Demetrius with 
Pusyamitra’s horse-sacrifice intended to celebrate his tri- 
umph over his enemies, it is impossible, for- reasons stated 
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before (p. 587), to conceive a siege of R&jagrha by a king 
of Orissa when the ceremony was in progress at Patallputra. 
It is far more reasonable, therefore, to asutne that KhSravela 
led his expedition to Magadha, not in the reign of Pusya- 
mitra when the Sunga power was at its height, but in the 
declining stage of that power, say, some time in the first half 
of the first century b.c., and ths crushing blows that he dealt 
to the tottering empire hastened its fall. Palseographic 
considerations based on the comparison of the form of the 
letters of the other Brahml inscriptions, of which the dates 
are approximately known, point to a similar conclusion. . 


3. Paleography 

In fixing the date of Kharavela some writers still stick to 
Buhler’s classification of the early Sunga alphabet, and others 
declare palseographic tests as valueless for the purpose. To 
the first category belongs Prof. Rapson who writes : — 

“Epigraphie considerations show that the HathigumphS 
Inscription of Kharavela and the Nanaghat Insctiption of 
Naganika, the queen of Safcakarni, belong to the same period 
as the Nasik Inscription of Krsna. Even, therefore, if it 
must be undated, there is still reason to believe that Khara- 
vela may have been contemporary with Satak arid in the first 
half of the second century b.c . 1 

In the foot-note Professor Rapson ' refers to Buhler’s 
Tndische Palaeographie p. 39. Biihler places the Hathi- 
gumpha Inscription on the one hand and the Nanaghat 
inscription of Naganika on the other in the same chronolo- 
gical group on other than epigraphical considerations. He 
writes, “Kharavela’s Inscription must have been incised 
between B.C. 157 and 147, as the king’s thirteenth year is 
said to correspond to the year 165 of 'the time of the Muriya 
(Maurya) kings’, and it fixes also the time of the Nanaghat 
■Inscription. Eor according to line 4, Kharavela assisted in 


I Cambridge History of India.) vol I, 
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the second year of his reign a western king called Satakaiji. 
This Satakani probably is identical with the first Andhra 
prince of that name mentioned in the Puranas, whose 
inscribed image is found in the Nanaghat cave. Hence the 
date of the large inscription, which was incised during the 
regency of Satakurnks widow Naganika, cannot be much later 
than B.c. S50.’ n 

If, ignoring the supposed date in the Hathigumpha, 
Inscription, we compare the characters of this inscription 
(called H below) with those of the Nanaghat inscriptions of 
queen Naganika (called N) we note the following points of 
difference 1 2 3 : — 

(1) A very prominent decorative feature, a small knob 
or nail-head at the top of the main vertical of the letters 
(called Serif by Biihler) is very rare (practically absent) in N, 
but quite common in H. 

(2) The ha in N. has the shape of a Homan Cross with 
the horizontal line equal to the vertical line, whereas the 
same letter in H. has the shape of a Greek Cross or a dagger 
with a horizontal line that is invariably smaller than the 
vertical line. 

The lower part of the cha in N. has the shape of a circle 
bisected by the vertical line ; in H. the lower part of cha con- 
sists of a pair of loops touching each other and the whole 
letter has the shape of a butterfly. 

(4) In N. the lower part of ta is angular in form ; in 
H. th.s lower part of ta is semi-circular. 

1 Indian Antiquary, vol, XXXIII, App,, p. 39. 

2 This comparison is based, not only on a study of the published 
facsimiles of the Nanaghat {Archeological Survey of Western India, 
vol. V, Plate If) and Hathigumpha {Journal of the Bihar and Orissa 
Research Society, vol. Ill, Plate facing p. 472 ; Ibid,, vol. XIII, 
Plates attached to p. 22) inscriptions, but also on a careful examina- 
tion of the original paper impressions of both taken by Mr, R. D. 
Ranerji, when Superintendent of Archeology, Western Circle, and 

lent to me by the Director General of Archaeology in India. 
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(5) The longer (right) vertical line of bha in N. is not 
straight, but slightly bent, as in bhas in the Besnagar Pillar 
Inscription of the time of Antialeidas ; in H. the bha has 
invariably a straight vertical line to the left. 

These differences indicate that the characters of the Nana- 
ghat inscriptions on the one hand and those of the Hathi- 
gumphS inscription on the other should be classed as two 
different varieties of the Brahml script. The Nanaghat script 
agrees with the Brahml legends on the coins of Agathocles 
and Pantaleon, 1 and the Besnagar Inscription 2 of the time 
of Antialeidas, — documents that may be assigned to the 
second century b.c. with tolerable certainty, — in those very 
particulars in which it differs from the script used in the 
Hathigumpha inscription. The alphabet of the Nanaghat 
inscriptions belongs to the class I have elsewhere designated 
as the early Sang a script while the alphabet of the Hathi- 
gumpha inscription represents the later $unga script. 3 It may 
be argued that the types of Brahml alphabet used in the Bes- 
nagar inscription, the Nanaghat inscriptions and the Hathi- 
gumpha inscription, occurring so far apart, may as well be 
recognised as contemporaneous local variations as success- 
ive variations. But at Sanchl and Barhut we find the two 
types of writing side by side. The alphabet of the inscrip- 
tions on the main ground rail of Stupa I and on the ground 
rail II at Sanchl is of the early Suhga type with plain verti- 
cal lines, whereas the alphabet of the inscriptions on the 
gateways of Stupa I (including the one containing the name 
of Sstakanji) and on the remains of the railing of StSpa 


1 Rapson, Indian Coins, Plate I, 12; V. A. Smith, Catalogue of 
the Coins in the Indian Museum , vol. I, Plate II, I and 2. 

2 Memoirs of the Archaeological Survey of India, No. 1, Plate 

Tr ' ■ • • • * * 

II* . V ! ;; 

3 ‘‘Notes on Sanchi inscriptions,” Journal of the Bihar and Orissa 


3 “Notes on Sanchi inscriptions,” Journal of the Bihar and Orissa 
Research Society, vol, XI, 1925, pp. 76-77 ; Memoirs of the Archeological 
Survey of India, No. z. : 

: . ; V : ' ; : ‘‘i’ ' ■'>' V“l‘ 
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at Sanehl is of the knob-headed Hj§thigumpha type. 1 
ilarly most of the inscriptions oil the railiug of 
hut now in the Indian Museum are of the early Suhga 
i, but Dhanabhuti’s Inscription on a pillar of the 
away and votive inscriptions on two other rail pillars 
of the knob-headed type. So the difference between 
se two types of Brahml cannot be rightly attributed 
the difference of locality only. The knob or nail-head 
top of the main vertical line of the letters is a feature 
> is always found in decidedly later inscriptions all over 
a, such as the inscriptions of the Ksatrapas of Mathura 
(lisa) and Western India, and of the later Andhra kings 
id in the cave-temples of Western India and on the 
m of Amaravatl. Therefore the presence of the knob- 
led verticals in the Hathigumpha and other inscriptions 
sates that these records belong to a later age than the 
Jjtof inscriptions with plain verticals. Recently fortune 
placed in our hands a Brahml inscription which may 
tiisigned to about the middle of the first century b.c. with 
I®,ble certainty on independent grounds and therefore the 
labet of this inscription may be safely recognised as a 
onologieal landmark in the history of the Brahml script. 


4. The sixth of Pusyamitra 

is dateable Brahml inscription is the Sunga inscription 
odhya first published by Babu Jagannathdas Ratnakar 
} Hagarl Pracarini Patrika, vol. Y, p, 100, It has 
then been dealt with by Mr. K. P. Jayaswal more 
Itice. 8 The name of the donor at the end of line 1 of 
jp r bdhy& Inscription has, I believe, been correctly res- 
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tored by Mr. Jayaswal as Dhanadeva. The only doubtful 
word in the record is dharmarajnct in line 2. Messrs. Jagan- 
nathdas and Jayaswal in his first paper took it as an epithet 
of the donor Dhanadeva. Mr. Jayaswal’s proposed emenda- 
tion Dharmarajnl ( Journal of the Bihar and Orissa Research 
Society, vol. XIII, p. 247) is untenable. The sign of Medial 
i of Brahrni /a is an upward stroke attached to the top-most 



horizontal line of the letter as in ji of yajinah in line 1 of 
the inscription. The same stroke, when attached to the 
middle horizontal line of ja stands for a. We have such 
a stroke attached to the j of jh. Mr. Jayaswal seems to 
mean that what looks like the sign of a attached to the 
middle line of j is really the sign i at the top of the vertical 
line of h. But h is the subscript of the conjunct jh and the 
sign of i cannot be attached to the subscript like the sign 
of h, Dharmarajna as an epithet of the donor, the lord of 
Kosala, yields good sense, and, therefore, no emendation is 
called for. In the Hathigumpha inscription Maharaja 
Khar a vela, Lord of Ealing a, is called Dharmaraja; and in 
the Malavalli pillar inscription Sivakhadavaminan, rajan of 
the Kadambas, is styled Dhammamaharajadhiraja. 1 

There are two very ambiguous words in this short record. 
One of these is ketana in line 2. According to the Sanskrit 
lexicons ketana means either ‘‘house” or “flag-staff.” Mr. 
Jayaswal takes the word in the sense of a statue house or 
flagstaff to serve as a funeral monument, but does not cite 
any authority in support of his interpretation. The stone 
bearing the inscription is a slab and not a fragment of a pillar. 
So the monument [ketana] could not have been a flagstaff. 
The only known ancient funeral monument in Eastern India 
is the stupa which is nowhere called ketana. As the donor 
calls himself ‘lord of Kosala’ and ‘jDharmajaja' in the inscrip- 
tion, it is very probable that his father was not alive at the 


l Liiders, List of Brahrnl Inscriptions ( Epigraphia . 
Appendix), No. 1196. 
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time. So, if hetana was not a funeral monument, it must 
have been a shrine where either something belonging to 
Phalgudeva s person, such as his sandal or his image, was 
deposited for worship. In the Ramayana (II, mf) ib 

“ Sfc !; ted tbat when reused to return from exile to 

Ayodhya to occupy the throne, his younger brother Bharata 

oo a pan of Kama’s sandals, installed them on the vacant 
lone o Ayodhya, and ruled the kingdom on behalf of 
these symbols till Rama’s return. Did the hetana enshrine 
he sandals of Phalgudeva that were being worshipped by 
ci izens o yodhya ? In the Sunga period India was 
c ose contact with the Hellenistic world and borrowed 
considerable elements of Hellenistic culture. In the Belle- 
rustic world the kings were officially recognised as sods 

Antio°h aS TI ^ Seleacus as z eus Nikator. 

4om ht 3 rffia Pe tl ^ ° ffidally be ° am6 " g ° d durin ^ Hfe, and 

IS. W’ ! r luding ki “*’ 'ooatad rte 

Th P e 1° the but with local variations of form « 

usual int: f r ‘ ,**“ bBiUi “« - necessary for the 

probably intended for public „orZ It f 

tn ma tu, i p iU/ worship. It, therefore, seems 

to me that Dhanadeva, following the example of the Greks 

^ PUbHC WOrShip ° f his d — d father Rffidgu- 
d va who must have sat on the throne of Kosalf before 
him, by erecting a hetana or shrine for him. 

the phrase 1 ^ ln8cn P tion is sasthena 

Pusvamitra ” ’ Pu - yamitras y a Wthena, “ by the sixth of 
-y » which has given rise to some controversy. 2 

I n ’ Y I arn> HeUenistic Civilisation, London, 1927 p w 
&nga Inscription from Ayodhya” Mod** °p the newI y-discoverd 

Sunga Inscription from Aprils -» ** , J bastrI > The New 

* ; N . G. M ” ,1: ^ ** 

Ayodbyl '’’ 
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Mr. Jayaswal translates this phrase, “the sixth son of Pusya- 
mitra,” and cites in support of this interpretation Malli- 
natha’s explanation of panoamam Taksdkasya in Raghu- 
vamsa XVI, 88 as Tahsakasya pancamctyi putram, “the 
fifth son of Taksaka.” Bat two other commentators, Dina- 
kara and Vallabha, explain the phrase as “the grandson’s 
grandson or fifth in descent from Taksaka.” 1 So it is evi- 
dent that the scholiasts of the Raghuvamsa were uncertain 
about the meaning of the term. The uncertainty arises 
from the fact that nowhere in the extant literature are 
either the five sons of Taksaka with Kumuda as the youngest, 
or five ancestors of Kumuda up to Taksaka, find mention. 2 * 
Unless we adopt Mr. Jayaswal’s uncalled for emendation, 
dharmarajnl-pituh, his interpretation of Pusyamitrasya 
sasthena (the sixth son of Pusyamitra) involves the recogni- 
tion of Phalgudeva, father of Dhanadeva, as an alias of 
Pusyamitra. But the use of two different names for the 
same person in two different lines of a short record consisting 
of two lines only is inconceivable. We, therefore, have to 
explain “sixth of Pusyamitra” in the sense of “sixth in des- 
cent from Pusyamitra” and recognise Dhanadeva as the 
grandson of the great-grandson of Pusyamitra. The use of 
ordinal number in the sense of descent is common in archaic 
Sanskrit. In Mahabharata I, 76, 3183, King Janamejaya 
is made to say : — 

Yayatih purvajo ’ smalcam daSamo yah Prajapateh 

“Yayati, who is tenth of (or from) Prajaipati, is our 
ancestor. 5 ’ . 

We learn from the’ genealogy of the Aila family given 
in the Mahabharata (I, 75) and other texts that Yayati was 
tenth in descent from Prajapati through Marici, Kasyapa, 

1 Raghuvamsa of Kalidasa, edited by S. P. Pandit, Bombay, 
1897, p. 496 and Notes, p. 151. 

2 J. Ph. Vogel, Indian Serpent Lore, London,. 1926. See references 

to Kumuda from the Index, . . .. ; •; 
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Vivasvani, Manu, Ila (or Ha), Pururavas, Ayu and Nahusa. 
In the Mahabharata XII, 59, 112 it is said of King Prthu 

atmanostama ityeva srutir-esd para nfsu 
“This best $ruti (Vedic text) is (known) among men that 
{Prthu is) eighth from Visiju.” 

The genealogy given in the Mahabharata X, 59 (88-93) 
shows that Prthu was eighth in descent from Visiju through 
Virajas, Kirtimat, Kardama, Ananga, Ativala and V ena. 
Again in the Mahabharata XII, 351, 4 it is said of Vyasa 1 : — 

pitarn ah—aclyam pravadanti sastham 
♦‘Who (Vyasa) is said to be sixth in descent from the 
originator of Brahma (i.e. Narayana).” 

This difficult pada of a stanza is explained in the same 
section of the epic (XII, 351). Janamejaya misunderstands 
mstharn and asks the narrator, Vaisampayana, “0 best 
of Brahmans, you have already given me an account of the 
ancestory (of Vyasa). Vasistha’ s son (was) Saktri ; Saktri’s 
son (was) Parasara 5 Parasara’s son was the ascetic Krsna- 
DvaipSyana. Again you call him the son of Narayap.a. w 
Vaisampayana in reply narrates an old legend {akhyana). At 
the time of the seventh creation Narayana created Brahma 
called Pitamaha (grandfather) from his navel. In the cycle of 
Manu, son of Vivasvant, Vasistha came into being as one of 
the mind-born sons of Brahma. Krsna-Dvaipayaua Vyasa, 
son of Parasara, was the great-grandson of Vasistha and, 
therefore, sixth in descent from Narayajja, the adi or source 
of Brahma, the Grandfather. When more sons than one 
are. named side by side, it may be necessary to distinguish 
pne from, the other by using the original number. Even then, 
as, Patanjali points out in the Mahafahasya (on Panini 1,1, 21), 
“When there are many sons, this is the way of speaking : 
“This is my eldest (son), this is my middlemost (son), this 

I In P. C. Ray and M. N, Dutt’s English versions, XII, 350 5 
but see Mahabharata, vol, III, Calcutta, 183ft Nil, 351. 
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is my youngest (son). >>l But when only one son is named, 
it is unnecessary to do so. So if the donor of the Ayodhya 
nseription had been a son of Pusyamitra, he would have 
simply designated himself Pnsyamitrasya putrena Eausi- 
kiputrena, as in a Pabhosa inscription 1 2 the donor Asadhasena 
is designated Bhagavatasya putrena Vaihidarlputrena, and 
in the Bharhut gateway inscription 3 Dhanabhuti is called 
Agarajusa putrena Vachiputrena. Therefore we have to 
interpret Pnsyamitrasya sasthena as “sixth in descent from 
Pusyamitra” and recognise in Dhanadeva a grandson’s great- 
grandson of the founder of the $uhga dynasty. 

Adopting 148 B.O. as the year of Pusyamitra’s death, and 
allowing 25 years for each intervening generation, we obtain 
50 b.c. as the date of Dhanadeva’s inscription. It is not 
possible to fix the date of any other record of the Suftga 
period even within such limits. The characters of this ins- 
cription may, therefore, be taken as tests for recognising 
later Sunga inscriptions assignable to the first century b.o. 
The most notable features of the alphabet of this inscription 


are : — 


(1) A knob or nail-head at the top of the main vertical 
line of each letter. 

(2) A tendency to equalise the upper vertical lines of 
pa, ya , sa, sa. The upper vertical lines of these letters 
are completely equalised in the Brahml inscriptions of the 
Mahaksatrapa Sodasa and of the Kushan kings, 

(8) Use of the archaic da as compared to the advanced 
da used in the inscriptions of Sodas a. 

(4) Use of ra represented by straight vertical line with- 
out the curve at the lower end as- in the ra of the inscrip- 
tions of SodSsa and of the Kushan kings. 


1 bahu&u putreshv-eiad-upapannam bhavati ayarp me 
jyesetho • yam madhyamo’ yam, kaniyaniti 

2 Epigraphia Indica, vol. II, p. 243. 

3 M emoirs of the Archaeological Survey of Jnd 
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(5) Use of angular forms of ja, pha, ma, la and sa. 

In the knob-headed variety of Brahml, though the equa- 
lisation of the upper verticals is a test of age, the angular 
form does not seem to be so ; for in the votive inscriptions 
on the old railing of Bodh-Gaya 1 we come across angular 
forms of the above-named letters along with unequalised 
upper verticals. Apart from other evidences dealt with 
above, on the analogy of the alphabet of the Ayodhya ins- 
cription of Dhanadeva the alphabet of the Hathigumpha 
inscription has to be assigned to the later Surtga period in 
the first century b.c. The history of the later Sungas ena- 
bles us to fix the dates of KhSravela’s invasions of Magadha 
with greater definiteness. 

5. The decline and fall of the Suhga Empire 

The Matsya, Vayu, Brahmanda, Visnu and Bhagavata 
Puraijas contain lists of the &unga kings who succeeded 
Pusyamitra. The names in these lists vary considerably. 
Bargiter has prepared the following list by combining 
them : — 2 

2. Agnimitra (son of Pusyamitra) will be king 8 years. 

3. Vasujyestha will be king 7 years. 

4. Vasurnitra (son of Vasujyestha) will be king 10 years. 

5. Andhralca (son of 4) will be king 3 years. 

6. Pulindaka... ........will be king 3 years. 

7. Ghosa (son of 6) will be king 3 years. 


8. Vajramitra... will be king 9 years. 

9. Bhagavata .....will be king 32 years. 


10. Devabhumi (son of 9) will be king 10 years. 

Agnimitra is named both by the Puranas and the 
Malavikagnimitra of Kalidasa. As, according to Kalidasa,' 
Agnimitra’s son Vasurnitra was old enough to be placed in 
charge of the guards of the sacrificial horse by Pusyamitra, 

1 Cunningham, Mahabodhi, Plate X. 

2 Pargiter, op. cit„ pp. 31 and 70. 
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Agniraitra must have succeeded his father when he was 
advanced in years and there is nothing abnormal about his 
short reign of 8 years. He was probably succeeded by 
his eldest son Vasujyestha. Yasumitra, who succeeded Yasu- 
jyestha, is Yasujyestha’s brother and not his son if we 
are to believe Kalidasa, Bag.a writes in the Harsacarita, 
“Sumitra, son of Agniraitra, being overfond of drama, was 
attacked by Mitradeva in the midst of actors, and with a 
scimitar shorn, like a lotus stock, of his head.” 1 It is usually 
assumed that this Sumitra is the same as Yasumitra, the 
fourth $uhga king. The tragic end of Sumitra or Yasumitra 
indicates that there were dissensions in the imperial family, 
which must have paved the way for the decline of the 
empire. The next name in the list is given in four different 
ways in the four Puranas : Yayu has Andhraka, Matsya 
Antaha, Yisnu Ardralca, Brahmanda Bhadra and Bhagavata 
Bhadraka. Two of the ten manuscripts of the Yisnu Parana 
examined by Pargiter, b and h, have Odruha instead of the 
form Ardraha. As we have already seen, one of the Pabhosa 
cave inscriptions (Liiders’ List, 904) is dated in the tenth 
year of a king whose name is rightly read by Liiders as 
Tfdaha. Mr. Jayaswal restores this name as Odraha and 
further considers Odruha, found in a few only of the manus- 
cripts of Yisnu Parana, Andhraka of the Vayu, Bhadra of 
the Brahmanda and Bhadraka of the Bhagavata as variants. 2 
Prof. Rapson finds no other difficulty in accepting these 
suggestions than that while the Odraka (Udaka) of the 
Pabhosa inscription reigned at least 10 years, the authorities 
examined by Pargiter assign to Andhraka (or Bhadraka or 
Antaka) a reign of 2 or 7 years only, and proposes to get 
over it by assuming “that an error has crept into the text 
of the Puranas.” 3 The question to be considered in connect 


Cowell and Thomas, op. cit„ p. 192. 

Journal of the Bihar and Orissa Research Society, vol. 


3 Cambridge History of India , vol. I, p, 
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fcion with the PurSxpc accounts of the successors of Pusya- 
mifera is not, whether an error has crept in here or there, 
but quite the other way, — whether there is anything that 
is free from error. If the fifth Sufiga king whose name is 
given by the different Pura^as in such different forms as 
Bhadra, Bhadraka, Ardaka, AndLraka, Antaka, has to be 
identified with any king mentioned in the epigraphie records 
of the Sufiga period he should be identified with king Kasi- 
putra Bhagabhadra, in the fourteenth year of whose reign 
the Yavana ambassador Heliodorus installed a Gfaruda pillar 
of Vasudeva at Vidisa, Besnagar (Luders’ List, 669). Assum- 
ing that the P uranic figures relating to the duration of the 
reigns of the second, third and fourth Sunga kings are 
approximately correct, the accession of Bhadra or Bhaga- 
bhadra should have to be assigned to about 123 b.c. and the 
date of the Besnagar pillar inscription to about 107 B.ti,, a 
date which may fall within the reign of An tialoidas, successor 
of Heliocles. Professor Rapson proposes to identify Bhaga- 
bhadra with Bhagavata, the ninth Sunga king according to 
the P uranic list, and writes, ‘‘The name of this Sunga king 
appears as Bhagavata on a fragment of another column which 
was found at Bhilsa, but which is supposed to have been 
taken there from Besnagar. The inscription was engraved 
when the king was reigning in his twelvth year.” 1 Bhilsa 
is within two miles of modern Besnagar. It is incredible 
that a king who is called Bhagavata in an inscription of the 
12th year of his reign could be designated by a radically 
different name like Bhagabhadra two years later in an ins- 
cription on a pillar installed in the same city. Whoever the 
Bhagavata of the Pur&pas may prove to be, Bhagabhadra 
asd Bhagavata mentioned in two different Brahml inscrip- 
tions found at Besnagar and Bhilsa respectively must be 
treated as two different persons. It does not, however, seem 
to me quite reasonable to seek to identify Bhagabhadra and 


x Cambridge History of India , vol. I, p. 523V 
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Bhagavata, who might have belonged to the VidisS branch 
of the Sunga family rather than to the Patallputra branch, with 
any king named in the Purapie list. After the assassination of 
Sumitra or Vasumitra some of the provincial generals probab- 
ly refused to recognise the usurper, and the viceroy of VidiifS 
might have been one of the number. The Bharhut gateway 
inscription of DhanabhSti is placed in the time “when the 
S ungas are ruling” (suganam raje ) instead of being dated in the 
regnal year of any particular sovereign like the two Besnagar 
pillar inscpriptions. So it may be inferred that when this 
inscription in knob-headed letters of the later Sufitga period 
was engraved, the Sunga empire had no recognised head, but 
was transformed into a loose federation of principalities ruled 
by princes of the $uhga family. 

The Suftga king Bhagavata of the Puraiias was succeeded 
by his son Devabhumi who reigned only for 10 years. “The 
minister Vasudeva,” we are told in the Parana, “forcibly 
overthrowing the dissolute king Devabhumi because of his 
youth, will become king among the Suhgas (or will become 
the Isunga king).” Bana in his Harsacarita gives this 
somewhat different account of the overthrow of the Sunga 
king Devabhuti who is usually identified with Devabhumi. 
“In a frenzy of passion the over-libidinous Sunga was at the 
instance of his minister Vasudeva reft of his life by a 
daughter of Devabhuti’ s slave-woman disguised as a queen.” 1 2 * 
Vasudeva was a Kanva Brahmin, The four Kapvayana 
kings beginning with Vasudeva ruled for 45 years. Then 
“the Andhra Sisuka (or Siudhuka) with his fellow tribesmen, 
the servants of Susarman, will assail the Kanvayanas and 
him (Susarman), and destroy the remains of the $ufiga»' - 
power and will obtain the earth.” 4 The Puraiiic statement 
that the Kiiyva Vasudeva “will become king among the 
Sungas” or “will become the Sunga king”, read along with 

1 Coweli and Thomas, op . cit. t p, 193. 

2 Pargiter, op tit., p. 71. 

I.H.Q., DECEMBER, 1929 4 
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the statement that the Andhra Sisuka “will destroy the 
remains of the Sufigas”, seem to me to indicate that Deva- 
bhumi, or Devabhuti, ruler of Magadka, was the nominal 
head of the Sunga federation. Vasudeva Kanva usurped 
that position by assassinating him, but probably did not 
interfere with the other Sunga principalities. Whatever the 
date of Vasudeva Kanva, it was the almost simultaneous 
attacks of the Andhra king Satakarpi from the south, and 
of Kharavela, king of Kalihga, from the south-east, that led 
to the break up of the Suhga empire. In the Habhigumpha 
inscription (line 4) it is said that in the second year of his 
reign Kharavela sent an expedition to the west without 
taking heed ( achitayita ) of Satakarpi. The country to the 
west of Orissa was known as the Daksipa (southern) Kosala 
or Chedi (Central Provinces). Satakarpi was evidently 
engaged in subduing Vidarbha (Berar) and Malava, and 
presumably bad also an eye on the neighbouring Daksipa 
Kosala when Kharavela forestalled him by sending an expedi- 
tion thither. An inscription on the southern gateway of the 
Stupa I of Sanchl tells us : — 

“This is the gift of Auamda, son of Vasithi (Vasisthl), 
and the superintendent of the workshop of king Siri- 
Satakapi.” 

The Brahmi characters used in this short epigraph agree 
with the characters of the Habhigumpha inscription in those 
particulars in which the latter differ from the alphabet of the 
Nanaghat inscriptions. I have, therefore, identified this 
Siri-Sabakapi of this Sandhi inscription and Satakarpi 
mentioned in the Habhigumpha inscription with the sixth 
Andhra king of the Purapic list, Satakarpi II, who is said 
to have reigned for 56 years. 1 This votive inscription on the 
magnificent south gate of the great stilpa of Sanchl, which 

I Memoirs of the Archeological Survey of India , I, p. 8, Plate 
vi. No, i ; Sir John Marshall, A Guide to. Safichl, Calcutta, 1918, 
P>* 3 * 
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is only five miles tso the west of Besnagar, ancient Vidisa, 
seems to me to indicate that the Smiga capital in Malava was 
then in possession of Satakarni II. 

Six years later, in the eighth year of his reign, as we have 
already seen, Kharavela first invaded Magadha and laid 
siege to Rajagrha. What was the direct result of this 
siege we do not know. But it had an important indirect 
result ; it induced the Yavana king to give up his expedi- 
tion against Magadha and hasten to the assistance of the 
garrison at Mathura. No Indo-Greek coin has yet been 
discovered at or about Mathura, and there is no other evi- 
dence to show that any Indo-Greek king ever held pos- 
session of that city. The Yavana-raja mentioned in the 
HathigumphS inscription must have been a Greek refugee 
from the Eastern Punjab who was forced to seek shelter 
in the Madhyadesa (Middle country of Northern India) by 
the Saka conqueror Maues. I should, therefore, venture to 
put down the accession of Kharavela to about 80 b.c. and 
the siege of Rajagrha to 72 b.c. Kharavela dealt the deci- 
sive blow to the Suftga empire four years later (b.o. 68) 
when he entered the imperial capital (Patalfputra) in triumph 
and made the king of Magadha fall at his feet. Among 
the other principalities of the Sunga empire, MathuriS and 
Malava were conquered by the Salta- Parthians about the 
middle of the first century B.o. The Sunga principalities 
of Panchala and Kosala evidently survived for more than a 
century and a half till they were overthrown by the Kushans. 1 

Ramapbasad Chanda 


i For the coins of the kings of Ayodhya (KoSala) and Panchala 
see V. A, Smith, op, tit,, pp. 148-151, 186-188. 



The Machinery of Administration as depicted 
in the Kautitfya 

II 

The Superintendent of Courtezans had to perform diverse 
duties which may be roughly summed up as concerning the 
(1) appointment of female attendants for 
Gantkadhyaksa. ^ king and his household, their leave, dis- 
missal, transfer to other government departments such as 
the store-house and the royal kitchen ; (2) the application 
of the law regulating the treatment of courtezans, and the 
rights and liabilities between them on the one hand, and their 
relatives, paramours, or other people on the other ; (3) the 
supervision of the training of the courtezans and their 
children as also the training of female slaves and actresses in 
music, dancing, painting, etc. under teachers obtaining grants 
from the State *, (4) the collection of license fees from the 
singers, dancers etc. and information from the courtezans 
regarding their incomes and visitors ; and (5) the supply of 
competent courtezans for detecting foreign spies. 

The nature of the duties outlined above shows that the 
Ganikadhyaksa had to work in co-ordination with the JSama- 
hartf , the Superintendent of the Store-house and such other 
officials. It is not clearly stated that he is subordinate 

to the Samahartf, though in the class of taxes relating to 

Duryo,, the license fees realized from the public women 

are included. This points to the fact that the revenue 

collected by the Superintendent of Courtezans is made over 
to the Samahartr. The Superintendent has also to come 
into frequent contact with the department under the Antar - 
vatpMka (the Superintendent of the Ladies’ Apartments) 
but there is no ground for inferring that the one was subor- 
dinate to the other. 
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The duties of the Navadhyaksa were very onerous. He 

had to supervise the proper realization of dues of various 

kinds for the use of boats and ships belong- 
Navadhyaksa. , ,, . , . . 

mg to the sovereign m oceans, lakes, rivers 

etc. for transport from one place to another, for fording, pearl- 
fishing and so forth. The imposition called Klpta had 
to be paid by the people of villages on the sea-shore or on 
the banks of rivers, the naukdhataka by fishermen amount- 
ing to one-sixth of their haul of fishes, the iulka by mer- 
chants landing in port towns, the ydtrdvetana (sailing fee) 
by the passengers on board the king’s ships, the tara by 
people fording a river and so forth. The dtivahika (con- 
veyance cess) and the mrtanl (a cess on beasts) were also 
realized. The freights for the transport of goods or live- 
stock across rivers were fixed e.g. 4 ma$as were charged for 
a camel or a buffalo, 5 mams for a small cart ; for big rivers 
the freights were double the amounts. The Navadhyaksa 
had to work properly the huge machinery by which these 
charges were realised. :;§s 'y® ; v 

The manning of ships and boats all over the places under 
the charge of the Superintendent with sasakas (captains), 
niyamakas (steersmen), datrarasmigrahakas (sailors with 
sickles and ropes) and utsecakas (sailors for baling out water), 
the repair of these vessels as well as the enforcement of the 
regulations as to the time and place for crossing rivers, 
entrance of foreign merchants into the country, arrests of 
suspects, concessions made to particular classes of persons 
in respect of ferry fees and so forth made the duties of the 
official very heavy indeed. 

It was also the duty of the head of this department bo 
see that the rules in force in a commercial town as also the 
customs prevailing there were obeyed by the passengers 
and the crew manning the ships that touched there. He 
was authorized to destroy the pirate ships. The vessels 
that violated the rules or customs of the commercial town 
as well as those that belonged to an enemy's country could 
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also be similarly dealt with. The weather-beaten ships had 
to be shown kindly treatment while those that reached the 
harbour with their merchandise spoilt by water were exempt- 
ed from the payment of. toll. 

The nature of the connection of the department under 
the JSFavadhyaJcsa with the military department is nowhere 
explained. In one passage ( K ., VII, 10) a reference has 
been made to the comparative insecurity of a fort surrounded 
by a river because it can be approached by the assailing 
army in various ways, one of which is by a bridge of boats. 
As there is no mention of the existence of boats and ships 
belonging exculsively . to the military department for use for 
military purposes, it is inferrable that the Navadhyaksa, 
supplied the requisite vessels to the department when needed. 

As details about the three departments under the three 
officers Go’ dhyaksa, Asvadhyalcsa, and Hastyadhyaksa have 
already been given in my Studies in Ancient Hindu Polity, 
I need only point out here the connection of these with the 
other departments, if any. The first two departments had 
an obvious link with the department under the Superintendent 
of Grazing Grounds (PivitadhyaJcsa) whose duty was to open, 
preserve, and improve pastures and keep them secure for 
grazing by the appointment of hunters ( lubdhalcas ) with 

packs of hounds watching thieves and ene- 

Go’dhyak|a mies and warding of£ dangers from wild 

Asvadhyaksa and ° ° 

Hastyadhyaksa, animals. 1 The military department had a 

close connection with all the three depart- 
ments because the cattle needed for the commissariat and 
the horses and elephants required by that department in times 
of peace or war were supplied by them. The animals disabled 
by war were returned to them for maintenance. To make the 
horses and elephants fit for military purposes, there was provi- 
sion for imparting to them adequate training by expert trainers. 
To cater to the needs of the sovereign and his household 
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throughout the year including ceremonial occasions was one 
of the most important duties of the Superintendents. The 
supply of stores for these departments has been mentioned 
as made from the Store-house (kosthagara) and the Treasure- 
house (JcoSagarai) 1 indicating the close connection subsisting 
among the departments. 

The Superintendent of Elephants had, in addition to his 
duty in connection with the internal arrangements in the 
elephant stables and the training of the animals, to look to 
the preservation of elephant-forests. To carry on this portion 
of the work, there was the Ndgavanddhyalcsa, the Superin- 
tendent of the Elephant Forests, assisted by the Ndgavana- 
palas , the keepers of these forests. The officers were 
acquainted with the limits of the forests under their charge, 
and could, when necessary, point out the paths leading into 
and out of these tracts. They used to capture elephants 
for the sovereign, aided by a special set of men designated 
as (1) Bastipaka (driver), 

(2) Padapasika (slipper of nooses round the legs of 
the animals) 

(8) Saimika (boundary guard) 

(4) Pdrikarmika (servant for miscellaneous works) 

(5) Anikastha (trainer), and 

(6) Vanacaraha (forest-roamer). 2 

The Superintendent of Chariots, like the four Superin- 
tendents whose functions have been described above, had to 
perform duties, important both from the civil 
atha hyaksa. an( j military standpoint. The chariots 

were the principal means of conveyance of the rich and 
the middle class people while they constituted one of the 
four principal divisions of the ancient Hindu army. The 
fate of many a battle fought on the Indian soil, aud conse- 
quently, of many a kingdom or empire within the Indian 
continent, depended, to a great extent, upon the Baihd- 


Ratkadhyaksa. 


Studies in A. H, Polity , p. Si- 
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dhyakm’s skill in combining in these vehicles lightness of 
built and strength of structure in due proportion. The 
chariots build by him were of several sizes and types. Seven 
different sizes are mentioned for chariots with a height of 
10 purusas (10 ft.), the width ranging from 6 to 12 feet. Six 
kinds of chariots for different purposes are also enumerated 
viz. Devaratha (for the idols), Pusparatha (for festive occa- 
sions), Sdhgramika (for war), Pariyay.iha (for travel), Para- 
purabhiyaniha (for attack upon the citadel of an enemy), and 
Vainayiha (for use during the period of training). 

The Pathadhyahsa was also entrusted with the duty of 
having the charioteers trained in the use of weapons, control 
of the horses drawing the vehicle, and such other technicali- 
ties essentia) to their military education. 1 

The Superintendent in charge of Infantry looked after 
its various classes taking note of their strength or weakness. 

He had to keep an eye on the armies of 
Patyadhyaksa. ^ ie allies, inimical States, and the demo- 
cracies in order that he might understand the position of his 
own master and report it to his superior for the adoption 
of the necessary steps. It was his duty to supervise that 
the soldiers under him were being regularly drilled, and 
taught their duties as also the various modes of fighting 
adapted to the different kinds of battle-fields or to the pecu- 
liar circumstances that beset them. 2 

The Commauder-in-Cbief 3 supervised the organization 
and efficiency of all the four divisions of the army viz., the 
horse, elephant, and chariot corps and the 
hifantry, A.s already pointed out, the 
departments under the four Superintendents Go’dhyahsa, 
Ainddhyahsa, Hasty adhyahsa and Mathadhyahsa had an 


Senapati. 


i K„ II, eh. 33. 2 Ibid. 

3 The term Sempati is also used to denote a military officer of 
a much lower rank. Ten soldiers were under a Padika, ten Padikas 
under a Sempati and ten Senapatis under a Nay aka. K., X, ch. 6, 

P- 377* ■ - 
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intimate connection with the military department. It is 
not expressly stated that the three officers were directly 
under the Semnati so far as their military duties were 
concerned. Assuming that it was not so the departments 
in the military aspects of their workings had to minister 
to the needs of the military department and to carry out 
the directions of the Commander-in-Chief communicated to 
► them directly or otherwise. Hence, the subo rdinate position 

of the heads of the four departments in their relation to the 
Coramander-in-Chief in actual working, if not formally, can 
1 ' well be inferred. 1 * 

The Commander-in-Chief had to be, it is needlss to 
mention, well-grounded in the use of all kinds of weapons 


and the conduct of all lauds of fighting. Endowed with 
administrative capacity, he must see that the daily duties 
are being fulfilled by all the four divisions of the army. 
Generally speaking, he must have the capacity to choose 
suitable sites for battle, suitable times for starting on a 
march and commencing a fight ; to keep the necessary in- 
formation about the army of the enemy, to cause a breach 
in the enemy-camp, to break up the enemy’s army and 
destroy the weak divisions, to storm the citadel, and to main- 
tain the solidarity and morale of his own army inspite of 
the attempts of the opponents to the contrary. 3 

That the military defence of the State from both the 
internal and external enemies received a share of attention 
commensurate with its importance may be inferred among 
other evidences from the number of times it recurs in the 
king’s routine of daily duties. It is allotted a portion of 
the period from 6 to 7-30 a. m., the period from 3 p, m, 
to 3-30 p.m. (for the inspection of horses, elephants, chariots, 
and infantry) and a portion of the time from 4-30 p.m. to 
6 p.m. (for consultation with the Commander-in-GMef),® IShe 


1 K., II, ch. 33. 

3 K, s I, ch. 19. 

I.H.Q., DECEMBER, 1929 
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first time-division was frequently occupied by the inspection 
of the military skill displayed by the cadets receiving train- 
ing for the four divisions of the army under the supervision 
of the Commander-in-Chief, and by the soldiers belonging 
to the horse, elephant, and chariot corps . 1 

The disciplinary rule mentioned by Megasthenes in 
connection with the military department, viz., ‘There were 
royal stables for horses and elephants, and a royal magazine 
for the arms, because the soldier has to return his arms to 
the magazine, and the horses and elephants to the stables’ 
is borne out by the Kautihya. The horses and elephants 
have to be returned to the departments under the 
Superintendent of Horses and the Superintendent of 
Elephants as the case may be, as it was these depart- 
ments that supplied the animals for military purposes. 
The arms bearing the king’s mark had also to be 
made over to the armoury under the Ayudhagaradhyaksa as 
the cadets or soldiers could not move about with them with- 
out a special permission. The weapons damaged through 
improper handling or lost, an account of which was kept in 
the department, had to be made good. 

There was a check upon the movement of people into and 
from the kingdom by means of the issue of 
Mudradhyahsa. passports from the office or agents of the 

Superintendent in charge of same for the nominal value of 
one masa for a pass. While it gave the government agents 
an opportunity of scrutinizing the men going out aud coming 
ih, it also served by the imposition of the charge to augment 
the State revenue. The omission to take a pass or the use 
of a counterfeit pass was visited with fines . 2 

The checking of passport for ingress and egress of people 
carried out under the Superintendent of 
,v ivitadhyaksa. Passports had also to be done by the officers 

of the department under the Superintendent of Pastures when 
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the people who are to hold the passports stray away into the 
places within the jurisdiction of th ose officers. 

The duties of the Superintendent of Pastures lay in open- 
ing grazing grounds in wild tracts by denuding them of wild, 
animals, sinking wells and constructing reservoirs of water 
and embankments, and laying out gardens and orchards. 
The forests under his supervision had to be reconnoitred by 
hunters attached to his department taking with them packs 
of hounds for assistance in watching thieves and enemies, 
and warding off danger. The hunters had recourse to the 
following means for calling in the aid of king’s men or others 
from afar : 

(1) Blowing conch-shells and beating drums from, 
concealed positions. 

(2) Remaining concealed on trees or mountains and send- 
ing information. 


(3) Riding away on swift horses etc. 

(4) Flying carrier-pigeons of the royal household with 
marks attached to them. Their return to the royal palace with 
the necessary information secured the desired assistance. 

(5) Indication of danger by lighting a series of beacon 

fires. ■ . ; /'■ ■ 

It was also the duty of the Superintendent to sell by 
utilizing or converting into a source of income what remained 
of the yield of the timber and elephant forests after utilization 
of same by the Superintendent of Forest Store-house and the 
Superintendent of Elephants, and realize the following cesses 
or charges viz, vartam (for the maintenance of paths in 
forests), coraraksaya (for the provision for keeping away 
thieves) sarthativahya (for the escort of traders through 
forests), and gorahsya (for the protection of cattle, or as 
Bhattasvamin explains, agriculture generally). 1 

The officer in charge of a town was called 
N agar aka. His duties may be classified as 
follows : — ' 


Nagaraka. 
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(t) The functions performed by him in connection with 
the census operations and the land survey have been deli- 
neated elsewhere. 1 Suffice it to say that the town was 
for the purpose of these works divided into four quarters 
and in each of them was placed an officer called SthaniJca 
supervising in his turn a number of subordinates, viz., 
the Gopas, each of whom took charge of collecting the 
necessary items of information from a certain number of 
households. The caste, gotra, name, occupation of both 
men and women, and their income and expenditure were 
the principal points that had to be ascertained. The 
difficulty of keeping account of travellers and non-residents 
coming to the town for a short stay was obviated by the 
regulation that the heads of charitable institutions and house" 
holds must send the required information to the registering 
bureau at the proper time. 

The work of cadastral survey was entrusted to the very 
same set of officers as above. The demarcation of boundaries 
of villages, numbering and classification of plots of land as 
cultivated, uncultivated, plain and upland, dry and wet, and so 
forth, and keeping accounts of temples, places of pilgrimage, 
feeding houses, cremation grounds, storages of water for 
travellers, pasture grounds, irrigation works etc. formed the 
special charge of these Government servants with the Naga- 
raka at their head if the said items related to a town. 

(2) The Nagaraka had to see that the regulations 
against the breaking out of fire were duly observed by the 
residents of the town. The lighting of fire in houses was 
prohibited in summer during the hottest portions of the clay 
(the second and third yama during the day time) unless 
Cooking, was dose in the open air outside. The owners of 
houses had to' he equipped with these instruments for 
extinguishing fire as quickly as possible : (i) five water pots, 

(ii) a water vessel (leumbha), (iii) a water tub made of 

1 §, iu ^ es W Polity* PP- inf. 
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wood and kept at the door of a house, : (iv) a ladder, (v) an axe 



to cut beams etc., (vi) a winnowing basket to blow away 
smoke, (vii) a hook to remove the burning pieces of wood, 
(viii) ropes and such other things, (is) a basket for taking 
away articles from the store-room etc., and (x) a leather bag 
for the same purpose as the preceding. 

During summer, thatched roofs made of straw and such 
other materials were removed. Those whose avocation re- 
quired them to work by fire, such as blacksmiths, had to live 
in a particular locality. The owners of houses had to sleep 
in summer nights near the doors of their premises in order 
that they might quickly respond to a call for help in case 
fire broke out. Thousands of vessels full of water had to 
be kept in rows in the big roads and at their crossings, at 
the gates of the town and in buildings belonging to the State. 
An omission to run to give help to extinguish fire was a 
crime. The incendiaries were severely dealt with. 1 - 

The reason for the adoption of all these elaborate precau- 
tions lay in the fact, as pointed out elsewhere, 3 that timber 
was profusely used in the construction of buildings in those 
days in and near Magadha. 

J (3) The enforcement of the regulations concerning the 
conservancy and sanitation of the town was also entrusted 
to this official. The throwing of dirt and refuse into the 
street, the accumulation of mire in it owing to the negligence 
of the owners of premises,/ the commission of nuisances in 
sacred places, reservoirs of water, temples, and State-build- 
ings, throwing of earcasses of animals and corpses of human 
beings into any place within the town, the transport of dead 
bodies through roads and gates other than those prescribed 
for the purpose, and their burial or cremation outside the 
burial grounds or crematoriums were visited with penalties .. 

(4) The maintenance of peace and order in the town 


-T K„ 11, ch. 36 . 

Jt Studies A. If, 
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rested on the Nag ar aka. The movement of people from 
one place to another within the town or outside it in its 
immediate vicinity without a lamp was prohibited every 
night between 2§ hours (6 nalikas) after nightfall and 
the same number of hours before dawn. The offence was 
visited with a higher fine if it was committed, by the side 
of the royal palace or during the two middle quarters 
of the night. Exceptions were made in favour of persons 
proceeding to attend to child-birth, carrying a corpse to the 
cremation ground, going to assemble at a place in answer 
to a trumpet call by the NSgaraka, proceeding to witness a 
show, or running to extinguish a fire. The physicians, and 
persons holding passes were also exempted ; the people, 
who by their demeanour or disguise, or by the possession 
of weapons in their person gave rise to suspicion were examin- 
ed or arrested. The Superintendent was to report to the 
king the ill /omens noticed by him during the night. Many 
omens were believed to be of evil import to the king or the 
kingdom and this was sought to be counteracted by appro- 
priate rites. 

The Superintendent was to keep under a strict super- 
vision the policemen in the performance of their duties, and 
their derelictions of duties, specially those in their conduct 
to the fair sex, were visited with penalties ranging even to 
death. 

The articles lost or left behind by people through over- 
sight were kept by him in safe custody. 

It was open to the wayfarers to catch hold of persons 
who appeared to them by their conduct or external appear- 
ance to be of suspicious character, and bring them to the 
police. Searches were made probably through policemen 
in disguise in deserted houses, workshops, grogshops, gam- 
bling houses, shops of sellers of cooked rice and flesh, and 
abodes of heretics for the arrest of suspicious characters. 

The release of prisoners from the jail in the town on 
festive or memorable occasions or for uniformly good conduct 
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Two sections of 
Gudhapurusas ; 
the classes under 
each section. 


in the jail was made under the immediate supervision of the 
jailer (Bandhanagarad hy ahsa). The insertion of the 
details regarding jail -delivery in the delineation of the duties 
of the Nagaraka very probably implies that the responsibility 
of supervision was shared by him and the Nagaraka. 1 -*' 

The Department of Espionage 

This department occupied a very important place in the 
administration of a State in ancient India. It was divided 
into two sections, viz., the one correspond- 
ing to the Secret Intelligence Department 
of a modern State, and the other to the 
department of secret emissaries, whose ser- 
vices are needed for the Military Depart- 
ment, and the Department for Foreign Affairs. 

The following five classes of gudhapurusas (spies) come 
under the first section : 1 . Kapatika , 2. Vdasthita, 3. G r ha- 

pa tika, 4. Vaidehaka, and 5. Tapasa. According to the \ 
Kautillya, Kapatilca is a disguised disciple, bold and com- 
petent to get at the core of the minds of people with 
whom he deals. The next four designations denote a recluse, 
a householder, a trader, and an ascetic (lit. a practiser of 
religious austerities) respectively. 

Those classes that fall under the other section are: 

1. Satrin, 2. Tlksna, 3. Ilasada, and 4. JBhiksukl ‘Satrin’ 
literally means ‘one in disguise’. The Satrins had to learn 
fortune-telling, legerdemain, the dharmasastras , the science 
of interpreting the cries of birds, etc. The Tlksna s (lit. rough, 
fiery, or audacious) had to be brave, able to face wild animals 
without caring for their own safety. The Basadas were indo- 
lent, crooked, devoid of any tender feeling for even their friends 
and relations, and able, as the name implies, to administer 
poison. The Bhiksukis were female . mendicants, who could 
have access to the women’s apartments of the householder^ 
where the spies of the other sex could not enter. 
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The salaries given to Samsthas were higher than those 
to the Sancaras . 1 The former are called the Samsthas be- 
cause their work requires that they should station themselves 
in a particular place for some time, while 
Differences bet- ] a tter are designated as Sancaras because 

classes. they have to roam about for the perform- 

ance of their duties. In addition to this 
difference, there is one other, inferred from an examination 
of the instances of works done by the two classes, viz., that 
the Samsthas are, as a rule, required to do duties that do 
not directly involve acts of a violent nature, while the San- 
caras are to commit acts of violence or cause them to be 
committed, if necessary, e.g,, murder, arson, looting. Thus 
the Samsthas may well be called secret informants, and the 
Sancaras secret agents. Hence, this nomenclature will be 
followed later on. Though the duties were different, the 
two classes had frequently to work in unison, each class 
doing its portion of the work in co-ordination with the other. 
Though the designations of the spies have been evidently 
given them either on account of the disguises put on, the 
qualities regarded as essential to their functions, or the 
nature of the duties performed by them, the set of spies 
mentioned first is, according to the text, divided into only 
five classes. There is however no limit to the disguises under 
which the spies have to work, and in fact the Kautillya 
mentions many more than five, as for instance, a spy may 
be disguised as bump-backed, dwarfish, deaf, dumb, and blind, 
or as a dancer, a singer, or a performer on musical instruments. 
These assumed appearances, however, do not add to the 
number of the divisions of the ‘secret informants/ viz., five. 
The ‘secret agents’ again are divided into four classes though 
the disguises used by them vary according to circum- 
stances. ' ; ' 
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The duties of the spies may be classified as : 

A. To carry out the instruction of the king or any official 
or officials authorized by him to jtest the character of proba- 
tioners for posts in any of the Government departments by 
putting temptations in their way. The nature of the tempta- 
tions ( upadha ) varied according to the qualifications needed 
for discharging the duties of the post for which a particular 
probationer was a candidate. These tests were (a) dharmo - 
padha, (b) arthopadha, (e) hamopadha, and (d) bhayopadhd , . 
relating to religion, wealth, love, and fear respectively . 1 ' 
Illustrations will make the meaning clear. A priest is osten- 
sibly insulted or dismissed by the king for not complying 
with his instruction to officiate at a religious rite performed 
by an outcast. He sends the satrins under disguises to the 
officials to be tested, inciting them to join him in a conspiracy 
against the unrighteous king. Those that agree to the 
proposal are found wanting under the test. This is the 
religious test . 9 ■ 

Proposals may be thus made by ostensibly dismissed 
army officers, or women (really spies) having access into the 
royal household pointing out the prospect of acquiring wealth 
by attempting the life of the king, or throwing out the hope 
of getting one of the ladies of the king’s harem entangled in 
lovei 3 These are the arthopadha and kamopadha respectively. 
Those candidates, who are successful in all the tests, are 
eligible for being appointed as mantrins : those that pass 
the religious tests may be selected for posts in the law- 
courts. The overcoming of monetary allurements proves 
men fit for service in the State departments under Samilhartr 
etc. where money is handled on a large scale. The successful 
resistance to amatory allurements proves the capacity for 
performing duties in places where women reside. The 
application of the upadha named last is the means for 

' 7 l K.,l,ch.io. 2 Bid,, I, ch. 10. 

Ibid., I, ch. IO, 

'l.H.Q., DECEMBER, 1929 6 
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selecting those, the nature of whose services requires their 
presence near the king. Those who failed in all the tests 
could be engaged in the departments where only physical 
labour was needed such as the mines and forests, 1 

B. To watch the purity of the official conduct of the 
heads of the various departments and their subordinates. 
The stationing of spies to watch the tlrthas is mentioned in 
several old Sanskrit works. 2 The eighteen tlrthas exhaust, 3 
roughly at least, the whole sphere of work of a State and 
meet its indispensable requirements providing for the deli- 
beration of State questions and assistance to the sovereign, 
both secular and spiritual, for his personal safety and conve- 
nience, for the administration of justice in the country, for 
its internal peace and external security, for the collection of 
State-dues and their application, and lastly for the supply 
of material needs of the people by the exploitation of its 
natural resources, by manufactures, commerce and industries. 4 
The information gathered regarding the tlrthas is sufficient 
for ordinary purposes to show the inner workings of a State 
and the direction of its policy. 

The collection of information as to what was going on 
in the neighbouring kingdoms, e.g., in the states within a 
king’s mandala such as satru (enemy), vnitra (friend), udasina 
(the state possessing the greatest strength within the 
mctiidala) and madhyama (the state possessing medium 
strength within the mandalaj,^ was a necessity, as other- 

■ K., x, ch. xo. 

‘ \ 2 See Aspects of Ancient Indian Polity, pp, 84-86. 

03 They are : (1) Mantrin, (2) Purohita, (3) Senapa/i, (4) Yuva- 
raja, (5) Dauvarika, (6) Antarvam&ika, (7) Pra'mstr, (8) Samahartr, 
(9) Sannidha.tr , (10) Prade§tr , (1 1) Nayaka, (12) Pauravyavaharika, 
(I 3 ) Karmantika, (14) Mantripansadadhyaksa. (15) Dandapala, 
{16) Durgapala, (17) Antapala and (18) Atavika, 

04 Aspects etc,, p. 86 

V'<5 For an explanation of the terms udasina and madhyama 

see my Inter-State Relations in Ancient India, p. 13. Kautilya has 
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wise a king and his highest officials could never keep them- 
selves apprised of the doings and the policy of the other 
states, and thus try to make their own position secure by 
being pre-warned. Hence spies were appointed to watch 
secretly and report about the workings of the various 
departments of the surrounding states and about the doings 
of their authorities. It is superfluous to point out the im- 
portance of the supply of important items of correct 
information about the developments in the administration 
of the neighbouring states, for the fickle changes in the inter- 
state atmosphere in those days could have brought about a 
ruinous storm at any moment ; and to have been thus fore- 
warned was to have been forearmed. A convenient and 
probably cheaper method of having reports from other king- 
doms through spies was by appointing what were called the 
ubhayavetanas . 1 They were in the pay of the State engag- 
ing their services as spies, while at the same time they 
secured jobs in the departments of the other State whence 
they wanted to collect information, receiving salaries for 
their labour from that State, ;V , 

According to the Bamayanct* and the Mahabhamtd , 3 the 
first three tirthas viz., mantrin, purohita, and yuvaraja are 
excluded from the observation of the spies engaged by a king 
within his own kingdom, while they are not excluded by him 
so far as other States are concerned. Three spies unknown 
to one another are allotted, according to the texts, to each 
tirtha in order that their independent reports may check 
one another, and suggest the necessity of a further verification 
before action in case of their mutual disagreement. This is 
also the procedure mentioned in the Kautiliya 4 ': trayanam eha- 


evam satrau ca mitre ca madhyame cavapec caran, 
udaslne ca tesam ca tlrthesv astadaSasv api, K„ I, ch, 12, 

Cf. K„ VII, ch, 13— krtsne ca mandate nityam dutan gudhatpS ca 
vasayet. • % • " f(j ' ” " ' 

v. 1 K. t I, ch. 2, 2 II, ioo, 36. 3 1 1 * 5 » 38. 4 A., I, ch. 12. 
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vahye sampratyayali ( confidence is to be placed in the 
reports in case of their unanimity). The limitation of the 
number of spies to three is not however found in the 
Kautiliya. 

C. To watch the citizens who are disaffected in the 
king’s own dominion as also those who are for or against 
him in the neighbouring states in order that, when necessary, 
the disaffected may be won over by conciliation or gifts, or 
kept in check through dissension among themselves or 
recourse to violence. The loyal may have their attitude 
towards him strengthened by honours and rewards, and the 
influence of hostile kings secretly operating to alienate the 
subjects may be kept in abeyance or nullified by prompt 
and adequate measures. 1 In short, their duty is to watch 
the Tcytyas and aTcytyas in the king’s own dominion as also 
in the neighbouring ones (svavisaye and paravimye), and 
take the necessary actions. Those people who in a State 
are susceptible to persuasion by the spies from other 
dominions have been classified in the Kautiliya 2 as (1) the 
angry (kruddhavarga), (2) the alarmed (bhltavarga), ( 3 ) the 
greedy (lubdkavarga) and ( 4 ) the proud (manivarga). The 
nature of the individuals or the circumstances by reason of 
which they are classed under one head or another are detailed 
by way of illustration in the Kautiliya and the methods 
calculated to be successful in the efforts to win them over 
have also been suggested. 

D. To collect certain items of information in connection 
with the maintenance of statistics required for keeping the 
census records and the land records up to date. The details 
about the census operations and the cadastral survey have 
been described elsewhere. 3 Suffice it to say that the informa- 
tion collected by the spies in disguises was meant first to 

A I K; I, chs. 13, 14, 1'2 K., I, ch. 14. 

V 3 Studies in Ancient Hindu Polity 'gg. 106-114 ; See also K., 
chs. 35, 36. ' . . . 
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check the correctness of that collected by the Sthanikas and 
Gopas under the immediate supervision of the Pradestfs and 
the final direction of the Samahartp. Secondly, certain 
additional items of inquiry were entrusted to the spies ex- 
clusively, and these items supplemented the information 
embodied in the records by the previous means. These 
operations covered the towns as well as villages. 

E. To prevent spies deputed by other States from 
carrying on their work within the dominion, and to cause their 
arresk. t It is found from the traditional daily routine of the 
king’s duties 3 that three periods are set apart for attention to 
work in connection with the department of espionage viz. a 
portion of the time 12 to 1-30 p.m. is devoted to understand- 
ing the secret reports from spies written in cryptic charac- 
ters, 3 6 to 7 p.m. to interview with the spies (gu<Jha- 
purusas), and a portion of the period from 3 a.m. to 4-30 a.m 
to sending out spies on their errands. It is evident there- 
fore that the king came into direct contact with the spies 
and set them to their secret works himself, watching from 
day to day the progress made by them. But the work of 
the espionage department is so vast that it is not possible for 
the king to accomplish the whole of it unaided. The assis- 
tance of the mantrin and puroMta is mentioned 4 in connec- 
tion with the testing of the officials described already. The 
Samahartp was entrusted with the power to direct the spies 
employed for helping up the census operations and cadas- 
tral survey. The NagaraJca was authorized to direct the 
spies for similar works within the town. The Samahartf 
had also to set the spies on the Adhyaksas (heads of depart- 

x K., I, ch. 12. 2 j Ibid.) I, ch. 19. 

• 3 Caraguhyabodhanlyani ca budhyeta, — K., I, ch, 12. Cf, Sam- 
jnalipi used for sending mess ages £0 the espionage bureau. K. s I. 
ch. 12. 

n ,4 ‘Mantripurohitasakah saucayet’, — K,, I, ch s IQ. 
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merits) to ascertain their honesty. 1 The Samahartp was 
entrusted with the maintenance of discipline in all the depart- 
ments as indicated by Book IV, cb. 9 ( Sarvadhiharaiiaraksa - 
11 am). In this chapter various departments and their heads 
have been expressly mentioned. Mid. T. Ganapati Sastri 
in his commentary on a passage in K., I, cb. 12, p. 20 (re. the 
stationing of spies to watch the 18 Urthas) states that the 
Sancaras were directed by the king himself, because only 
the term ‘rajs’ has been used in it without any reference to 
assistance from any of his officials, while the Samsthas were 
set in motion by the king aided by the officials. This 
cannot, I think, be made a basis of difference between the 
two sets of spies, for a reference to the multifarious works 
that they had to do both in times of peace and war will 

show that the issuing of instructions from the king alone 

and the supervision of the results of their labours could not 
possibly be effected by one man without imparing or ruining 

efficiency. Moreover, the mention of the term ‘raja’ only 

in the passage referred to does not conclusively indicate that 
assistance from the officials has been meant to be excluded. 
Book IV, ch. 9, in which the Samahartr has been mention- 
ed as the authority who possesses delegation of power to 
check the actions of the heads of the various departments 
and their subordinates ends with the si oka : 

evam arthacaran purvam raja dapdena sodhayet, 

Sodhayeyus ca sudd has te paurajanapadan damaih. 

Here ‘raja’ has been mentioned as correcting the offi- 
cials, though the actual work is being done) by the 
Samahartr and his assistants. Hence, the reference 
to the king alone does not imply that he has to do 

r i _Evam samahartrpradisbas tapasavyanjanah karsakagoraksavai- 
dehakanam adliyaksanara ca Saucasaucam vidyuh. — K., II, ch, 35,, 
p. 143. T, Ganapati Sastri takes ‘adhyaksanam’ to mean ‘gopadlnam’ 
which is inconsistent. The heads of departments are meant, The 
reasons have been given above. 

, | yiis! 1 1 * si 
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the work personally, and that what he does not do 
himself cannot be described as being done by him 
in a general statement. Hence, though it is mentioned as 
the king’s duty to send spies to watch the eighteen tlrtlias 
(includiug the heads of departments), it is not inconsistent 
if the Samahart p is regarded as entrusted with the authority 
to depute the sancaras (secret agents) for the purpose. The 
Samahart f actually directs the Satrins (a class of secret 
agents) as indicated in Book 1Y, eh. 4. A glance at the 
numerous ramifications of the activities of the spies will 
show what a large field had to be covered by their operations 
specially in times of war. Sometimes, as for instance during 
the siege of a fortress, both the secret informants and the 
secret agents had to be given prompt directions and this 
could have been done only by men on the spot and not by 
the king who may be at a place far distant from the field 
of action. 

An idea of the nature of the works that the spies were 
expected to do can be had from a short account of same in 
the various fields of action within and outside the State 
during peace and war. This account is, of course, meant 
to supplement what has been already said about their 
duties. 

To bring offenders within the clutches of justice, spies 
(satrins, etc.) were employed in the villages as well as in the 
government departments for the detection of enemies. The 
offenders are said to be of thirteen kinds, 'though only a few 
classes are mentioned, such as makers of 
fionwrhh^the 60 ” counterfeit coins, people lowering the quality 
law courts. of gold by mixing alloy with same and try- 

ing to pass it off as pure gold, persons agree- 
ing to give false evidence, administrators of justice taking 
illegal gratifications, persons administering poison, and so 
forth, 1 ; Spies pretending to have supernatural powers asso- 




K IV, 4 (gudhajivinam raksa)« 
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ciafce with the suspected persons such as adulterers and robbers 
and have them brought to book while ostensively helping to 
carrying out their criminal intentions. 1 For the detection 
of persons suspected to have committed crimes, persons of 
the same character, harlots, persons with a persuasive 
tongue, story-tellers, and inn-keepers are employed to watch 
them and elicit in formation. % j 

Extremely severe steps were taken in secret against the 
persons or officials hostile to the king personally or to both 
the king and the kingdom. The secret agents killed, or 
brought about the death of these people 
Spies in^connec- j n situations created by their wire-pulling 
Yogavrttam. from a distance. The brother of a seditious 
official, for instance, may be incited by a 
Satrin to put forward his claim for inheritance and have the 
property from him. The claimant may lie at the door of the 
house or, elsewhere when a Tiksna may murder him and cry 
out ‘Alas'^ 8 the claimant for inheritance lias been murdered 
by his brother.’ Thus the recalcitrant brother may be im- 
plicated in a murder case and punished. 4 A spy may, as a 
physician, undertake to cure a seditious person, who may be 
made to believe that the illness from which he is suffering is 
likely to be fatal, and put him to death by poisoning him 
through medicines and diet 5 The measures suggested in 
the chapter Kosabliisavriharma for the replenishment of 
the Government treasury in times of financial difficulties are 
of several kinds, viz., (1) the realization of larger amounts in 
the: shape of Government dues from, the cultivators, trades- 
men, and herdsmen. The raising of demands by the State 
may in . some eases be accompanied with the giving of facilities 
by the king, e.g., the supply of grain and cattle to those that 

: : : : 

i K ., IV, 5 (siddhavyanjanairmanavaprakasanam). 

f ;;- 2 k ,, iv, 6. 

■ 3 See K., V, ch, i for the various examples.,..* 

-4,4 iM. . s , , y ' 
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colonize waste lands ; (2) tlie collection of donations from 
citizens stimulating, through spies posing as donors, their 
desire to surpass one another in the amounts paid by them ; 
honours were also conferred by the king upon the donors ; 
(3) the realization of sums from the people through spies 
playing upon the religious credulity or superstitions of the 
people ; (4) the pooling of the properties belonging to the 
deities in the towns and the countryside under the manage- 
ment of the devatadhyaksa (Superintendent of Temples) and 
the utilization of same, and (5) the cheating and even murder- 
ing of the seditious and the wicked through spies, and the 
appropriation of the properties thus acquired. The examples 
are numerous. One may be cited here : A spy in the guise 
of a tradesman becomes the partner of a rich trader. As soon 
as a large sum of money is to hand from the sale-proceeds, 
deposits etc. he causes himself to be robbed of same. That 
the consequences of these measures might, when misapplied, 
prove ruinous to the king himself was realized, and hence 
a warning has been given that they should in no case be 
applied to people other than the wicked and the seditious 
(evarn dusyegv adhdrmihesu ca varteta netaresu ), 1 • 

Spies disguised as traders might sell on credit articles 
(belonging to the State) for use by the military men going 
out on a military tour on condition that when they return 
they will have to pay double the quautity borrowed. Thus 
the king is likely to receive back a large portion of what 
he pays as wages to the soldiers. 

A detailed knowledge of the neighbouring States (within 
the mandala ) of a king was necessary 
to enable him to carry on negotiations with 
one or more of them regarding particular 
transactions without being circumvented. 
A satisfactory conclusion of a bhumisandhi (agreement for 
acquisition of land) or mitrasandhi (acquisition of an ally) in 


Spies in connec- 
tion with the ‘six 
courses of action’ 
(sadgunya). 


I K„ V, ch. 2 (Kosabhisamharana), 
I.H.Q., DECEMBER, 1929 
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samhitaprayana (combined expedition) requires a thorough 
knowledge of the objects from among which to choose 
viz., lands or allies. 1 An estimate of the strength of a 
State (by a king or his mantrin) in comparison with any other 
State or States with which it may have to come into conflict, 
presupposes, according to the process prescribed in the 
KcmtiUya, a detailed knowledge of the merits and demerits 
of each of the seven elements of sovereignty. 3 To remain 
equipped with such information at all times requires an 
agency through which it can be had regularly, and this agency 
is none other than the system of espionage carried on in the 
neighbouring states, to which reference has already been 
made. Of course, the envoy, or the personal knowledge of 
the king and the mantrin could have supplemented this 
means of collecting information. 

The services of spies ( ubhayavetana ) were utilized in efforts 
to cause a split in the combination of several kings against 
"pAne. 3 - The assistance of spies in various disguises has been men- 
tioned as necessary for a prince kept as a hostage for effect- 
ing his escape from the custody of a Dandopanayin king. 4 

The means suggested for removing difficulties in the rear 
of a king while he is thinking of marching against an enemy 


involve the use of the services of satrins for causing dissen- 
sions among the people, causing troubles in 

spies in^comiec- tlie rear or ctoin g awa y with them by violent 
tion with the methods. 8 To avert dangers arising from 

(the^dutie^ of ? an enQraies outside the State combining with 

invader). one another or carrying on concerted action 

against the king with the local people, and 
from a few people of a place within the State combining with 
others in another part of same, the assistance of satrift s^and 
tllqnas resorting at times to violent means is requisitioned! 6 


j K 2 See Inter-State Relations in Ancient India, 

7*3 K; VII, ch. 14. Hid,, VII, ch. 1 7. 

| S Ibid., IX, ch. 3 . ^ 6 Ibid . , IX, chs, 5 and 6. 
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When a war is about) to take place or is continuing, the 

spies ( satrins ) in company with astrologers and others declare 

with the object of infusing greater enthusiasm into the minds 

of the soldiers that their operations will be 

The work of spies successful and those of the enemy will be a 
during a war. , J 

failure. 1 Spies were also employed to harass 

the enemy by setting fire to camps, by communicating to the 

enemy through envoys who are really secret agents such 

false information as the revolt of a section of his subjects 

in his dominion by inciting the seditious subjects of the enemy 

into active hostilities towards him, and so forth. 9 

When a very powerful king attacks a weak one in spite 
of the latter’s offer of sandhi on terms not accepted by the 
former, recourse is had by the latter to all sorts of secret 
means, fair or foul. The king has to depend 
in a large measure for the execution of these 
means upon the secret agents. The deli' 
neation of these methods forms the subject- 
matter of the five chapters in Book XII 
(abaUyasa) of the Kautiliya. They in- 
volve a profuse use of acts of violence committed by the 
spies. Attempts are made to take full advantage of the 
weaknesses of the inimical king and his officials. When they 
come within the meshes of various kinds cast by the secret 
agents, they are made away with, or brought under control; 
One or two typical examples will give a clear idea of the 
nature of the steps taken : The leaders of the enemy’s army 
may be tempted by women sent to them for the purpose, and 
in their attempts to have them, they quarrel with one ano- 
ther. Those defeated in the achievement of their object 
are persuaded to leave their opponents and turn over to 
the side of the king whose spies have brought about the 
quarrel.' 8 * Instances of the murder of army officers and parti- 
sans of the inimical king, the alienation of officials and suby 


The averting of 
dangers from a 
very powerful 
king through 
measures carried 
out largely by 
the spies. 


1 K,, ch. 3. 


ch. 6. 
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Jecfcs from him through bribes and honours, and the persua- 
sion of the enemy’s rear-enemy ( parsnigmha ) to attack the 
former are given in Book XII, ch. 3. Some measures in- 
volving an extensive use of fire and poison in various covert 
ways are described in the next chapter of the Kmitillya . 
All. these examples are only suggestive, as action lias to be 
taken according to the circumstances of the moment. Breach- 
es and obstructions in the means of communication and 
transport at the disposal of the enemy are a principal object- 
ive of the secret workers who also try to slay the king by 
various contrivances or in critical situations.; The next 
chapter ( K '., XII, 5) describes how the king can be surrepti- 
tiously injured, killed, or captured in places where he may 
come for worship or other works. The remaining measures, 
like those in the aforesaid chapter, are of a miscellaneous 
nature involving the use of fire and poison, and intended 
bo injure the enemy in his own eamp or palace. 

Though Book XII of the Kautillya treats of the steps 
that may be taken by a weak king against a powerful one, 
many of those suggested in the next book (XIII) dealing 
with the means of capturing a fortress can obviously be used 
by the weak Mug against his powerful opponent and there- 
fore have been recommended for use. There are a few other 
references in the Xllth Book to chapters in other parts 
of the treatise, from which it is clear that though the Book 
suggests a few means for the defence of his person and 
kingdom by a weak king, those mentioned elsewhere in the 
work are meant also to be applied by him, if required. 

The first chapter of the Xlllth Book speaks of the kind 
of propaganda referred to already in several 
connexions, viz., the alienation of the people 
in the enemy’s territory by various means 
through spies in various disguises. The 
deceptive contrivances similar to those men- 
tioned above for deluding the king and 
capturing or killing him are delineated in the second chapter 


The work of the 
secret enemies in 
connection with 
the capture of a 
fortress ( durga - 
lambhopaya), 
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of this Boole. A distinctive feature of many of them lies 
in a greater admixture of rites and dodges that can work 
upon the religious beliefs, and superstitions of the people. 
In the next chapter ( XIII, 4 — apasarpapranidhi ) are 
suggested means in which the spies try to win the good 
graces of the inimical king, and if these be successful, they 
take advantage of their favourable position and do him harm 
in various ways, causing him physical injury to the extent 
of slaying him. The enemies of the enemy may be persuad- 
ed to cause him losses while the allies of the enemy may 
also be induced to betray him at critical moments. Spies 
may manage to harbour themselves within the fort of the 
enemy and help an attack made on the fort by assisting the 
invaders from within and creating confusion in the army 
of the King. Several illustrations have also been given for 
carrying away cattle etc. from the enemy’s territory. The 
assistance of the secret agents is also utilized during the siege 
of a fort or the actual storming of same. Spies residing within 
the besieged fort may tie packets of inflammable powder to 
the tails of monkeys, mungooses etc. and set them at large 
by setting the powder aflame. This means is resorted to in 
extreme cases, as a burnt fort would prove to be an acquisi- 
tion of doubtful value to the invader if successful. Spies 
disguised as friends and relatives of the besieged and pro- 
vided with passports may enter the enemy’s fort and help 
in its surrender. The enemy may be made to believe a pre- 
tending ally who sends him a deceitful message that he is 
marching to strike the besieging party to help him. When 
the enemy comes out of the fort to witness the tumult caused 
ostensibly by the attack upon the besieging army, he may 
be slain. 

Book XIV, eb. 1 suggests very drastic measures against 
the wicked (adharmika) for the preservation of the four 
castes against which) they committed offences. Fire and 
poison are used throhgh spies for causing their death or 
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The enlisting of the active sympathy of the democracies 

in times of need was regarded by a king as Important for the 

furtherance of his interest, and the alienation of their 

sympathies from the side of his enemy was 

The work of the regarded as equally important. The secret 

spies m connec- ° 1 J . 

tion with the attempts to cause dissensions among the 

democracies leaders of a democratic State siding with the 

' ° ' enemy in spite of the endeavours of a king 

to keep it on his side, or to kill the obstructionists among 
them by secret means are only corollaries from the angle of 
vision from which the help obtainable from a democracy was 
viewed. Democracies, like that of the Licchavis, were very 
powerful in those days, consisting, as they did, of members 
of military tribes with a thorough military training. The 
help of such a State in a war waged by a king with another 
went far to. determine its fate and hence the treatment of the 
subject of the Sanghas has been allotted a separate Book, 
small though it be. The lines which the actions of the spies 
are to follow are similar to those already indicated in connec- 
tion with the causing of dissensions among the subjects and 
officials of a State. The rousing of anger, jealousy and such 
other passions in the minds of the persons who are to be 
divided among themselves is caused by the secret agents. 
They also put objects of temptation in their way in order 
that they might yield to the proposals made to them. If 
they did not, they were made away with at unguarded 
moments. The acts of violence including the use of fire and 
poison are recommended to be committed secretly by the 
agents in a manner similar to that already pointed out . 1 

{To be continued) 

Narendra Nath Law 
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A three-headed statue of Yamari from 
the District of Dacca 

Among the collection of the Paia sculptures of East 
Bengal, exhibited in the Museum of the Y arendra Research 
Society at Rajshahi, there is an image (30"X13 A ') of consi- 
derable iconographieal interest, shown in the accompany- 
ing plate, It comes from Pascimpara, in the district of 
Dacca and represents, as will be seen, a dwarfish, pot-bellied, 
three-headed deity, with a frowning look, beard and whiskers, 
hair standing out in curls like flames, open lips, prominent 
teeth, and stepping to the spectator’s right in the archer 
pose {‘pratyalldha-pada), trampling under each foot, a corpse, 
lying on the back, on a full-blown lotus. He wears a belted 
skin and the usual jewellery. Further distinct features of his 
adornment are : a figurine of the celestial (Dhyarii) Buddha 
Aksobhya on the crown, ornaments of snakes, one passing 
over the left shoulder like a sacred thread ( Tajna-sutra), 
the rest coiling round the ankles and the armpits, and a 
long garland composed of human skulls, falling to the knees. 
Between his legs is a small figure of a worshipper with 
clasped hands. 

In the Museum it is marked as No. A (a) 4 and described 
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in the Catalogue as a four-handed figure . 1 On a more careful 
observation, it will be noticed that It originally possessed 
three hands on each side. Of the right hands, the uppermost 
one carries a battered sword, the next lower exhibits the 
tarjam mudra and also a rosary ( aksamala ) , the third hand 
and its attribute are broken. Of the left hands only one is 
intact, which holds a skull-cap (hapala). 

I R. G. Basak and D. C. Bhattacharya, Catalogue of the Archaeo- 
logical Relics in the Museum of the V arendra Research Society, p. 4. 
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. Iu the Vatologue referred to, it is suggested that the 
■mage represents the Bodhisattva Trailokya-bhasmankara (?) 
(Tradokya-TaSahkara), one of the forms of AvalokitesvarV 
i-he Sadhcmas of Trailokya-vasafljEara describe him as "one 
faced two-armed, three-eyed, who has the crown of chionon 

over head, carries in his two hands, the noose and goad 
stamped with the mjm, who is seated on the red lotas in 
the Vyryaryath, attitude and is decked in celestial gar- 

ments and ornaments,”- As the above description does not 

^7 t0 tM ,ma 8 e ™der consideration, the proposed identi- 
ncation appears improbable. 

‘I e0 " trar y- the cognitive traits of the image are 

YamTnhka H 1 f ° r it as a figure of Yamari or 

„ ' Representations of this god, according to the 

Sadhanas,. are characterised by a dwarfish (khana) stature 
disproportionately large head or heads (, dlrtanml ), corpu- 
t belly (mahodara), scowling brows (bhrlcutt-latata), “can- 

oprising hair (uridhva-jvalat- 
1 , ’ . “? whiskers (bhru-smairu-jala-hapilUrta- 

mltiapadma), archer pose (pmtyaWha-pada), an effio-y „f 
Aksobhya on the crown (AMobhya-nulmthm) and' ornament 

of snakes (■rmgMaranc-vibhmcma). 

imawe « ‘T- ° f ** '™ sW PP«- the 
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A fHREE-HEADEB STATUE OF S’h'AlM 




Site danday m the right, i. B ccomp.m« by 1 "jul. The 
dark Yamfiri (Krsija Tamari) b ot * W ~ 

faced and two armed, (b) three-faced awl ha, warmed, (c) **. 
faced and six-armed, and (d) three-faced and six-ermed,’ The 
present specimen is of the last mentioned type, I he dhvmm 
describing this form is quoted below : y. . 

“Yamantakam ==abmanam vicinfcayet kffW trmmkham 
sadbhujam, kvacit sanmukham satcara^atn cn, damstra-kar8la- 
vadauam == arakta-nayanam eakra-khatjga-masala-aharu-ilaksipa- 
bhuja-trayam Tettali.parasu-pasa-dhari^Sma-bh«ja4raya»ni 

khftdga-mudgara-vajra-dhara-daksii3ia.karam vumc ghnjjta-ynjra- 

pasa-musalani kvacit, urddhva-pihgala-ke8n-mund,A-ujalavibhu- 
sita— maulinam = asta— nagendra-viracit *= ablmnujam Aksobliya- 
mukutinam vis'va-dala-kamal = opari Suryyamagdftle pratySll- 
dha-pada-sthita m • • • .” 5 

‘‘The worshipper should conceive himself as Yamantaka, 
dark, three-faced, six-armed, sometimes six- faced and six- 
armed, with fearful tusks in the mouth, reddish eyes, 
bearing discus, chopper and mace in the three right hands 
and goblin, axe and noose in the three left hands, or chopper, 
mace and thunder-bolt in the three right hands and bell, 
thunder-bolt with noose, and club in the three left hands, 
with brown hair standing on end, with his head adorned by 
a garland of skulls, with eight serpents as his ornaments, a 
figure of Aksobbya on the crown, standing in the archer 
pose, in the orb of the Sun on a double-lotus,...* 

The emblems of the god as stated in the Sadhcma, quoted 
above, are not, however, exactly the same as seen in the pre- 
sent case. They differ in at least two, viz., the tar jam rnndrB 
in one of the right hands and the skull-cap in the lowermost 
left. The Sadhanas make no mention of the tarjanl 
mudra as an attribute of Yamari of this variety ; it is only , 


1 Bhattacharya, Indian Buddhist Iconography , p. 10 , 

2 Ibid., p .71. 

3 Bhattacharya, Sadhanarmla , vol, II, p. 554. 
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referred to in respect of the forms (a) and (c), 1 mentioned 
above. The skull-cap is an attribute of Rakta- Yamari, 2 and 
never ascribed by the Sadhanas to Krsna- Yamari. It 
occurs, however, in a similar representation of Yamantaka 
from N aland 5 which is mounted on a buffalo, the carrier 
of the god, 3 None of the Sadhanas describes him as 
trampling on corpses under the feet, as he appears in the 
present example. This special feature thus distinguishes 
it as a singular specimen, and the type is indeed of no small 
importance, considering the rarity of these images in India. 

Getty draws a line between the forms ‘Yamantaka’ and 
‘Yamari’ according as the god appears with or without his 
consort and describes the latter as treading on a corpse 
under which is a bull. 4 The corpse and the bull, referred 
to, are met with in a reverse order in an image in the pos- 
session of Pandit Siddhi Harsa Vajracaryya of Nepal. 5 

Regarding the origin of Yamantaka, a Tibetan tradition 
attributes this form to ManjusrI, who, it is said, assumed 
it to destroy the demon king of Death, Yam a, who was 
depopulating Tibet in his insatiable thirst for victims. 
About this story the Sadhanamala remains silent. It states 
that the form of Yamantaka is derived from the true mean- 
ing of his own mantra (sva-mantrartha-samra-bhalc). He 
confers success on his worshippers and his outwardly terrific 
appearance is meant for the good of created beings. Other 
names of this deity are Sri Vajra-bhairava, Yajra-bhayahkara, 
Vajrabhairava, and Bhairava. 

The origin of the Yamari cult is associated, no doubt, with 
a later phase of Mabaiyana Buddhism, the Vaj rayana. Wor- 
ship was paid to him purely in connection with Tantric 
rites, such as, pusti (causing one’s prosperity), santi (allevia- 

1 Sadhanamala, vol. II, pp. 547, 557. 

2 Ibid., pp. 528-541. 

3 Annual Report , ASI„ Central circle, 1920-21, pt. I, p. 39. 

4 Getty, Gods of Northern Buddhism, p. 146, 

5 Bhattacharya, Indian Buddhist Iconography , p, 71 , pi, xxvi (a). 
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tion of evil), dhfsti (attracting persons to the presence 
of the worshipper), moha (causing one’s confusion), vaSya 
(bringing a person under power), stambha (arresting one's 
motion), prerana (inducing a person to do a particular 
act), nigraha (punishing an enemy), uecatana 1 (causing 
a person to quit his occupation). Some idea of the nature 
of these rites may be given in this connection. To alleviate 
an evil influence directions are given as follows : take a 
strip of white cloth or a birch-bark or a washed cloth, 
draw two circles on it, then put it in a clean saucer and 
dip it in ghee (clarified butter) and honey. Enclose it with 
a white string and offer worship to it with white flowers 
three consecutive evenings. Next have the mind fixed on 
white Yamantaka, who faces the east, and think on the person 
seeking relief, as sitting in front of the god within the orb 
of the moon and bathing him with the nectar of the moon 
falling from a white pitcher. Then utter the mantra as 
given uuder : Om Hrlh strih vilcftanana devadattasya 
Santiwi Jcuru namah svaha. For causing one’s prosperity 
{pusti) the mode of worship is almost the same, but differs 
in the following details : the colour of Yamantaka should 
be yellow, he should face the north, the circles are to be 
drawn on saffron, the string and the flowers are to be yellow ; 
the orb, the pitcher and the nectar must also be imagined 
as such. In vasyavidhi, the .accessaries referred to, and the 
colour of the god are red, and he should face the west. The 
worship of the dark Yamari (krisna-yamari) is prescribed 
only for drawing a person to the presence of the worshipper. 
He should face the south ; the accessaries to the worship 
should be red, and the strip of cloth on which the circles 
are drawn, is to be placed within the skull of a dead woman 
instead of a saucer . 3 

NlRADBANDHTJ S ANTAL 
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X Sadhanamala, vol. II, p. 532. 

2 Ibid. vol. II, pp. 532-34. 


Vedanta and the Vedantist 

II 


From the accounts that have been preserved of the kind 
of education that was usually imparted to young princes and 
persons of rank in cities (e.g. in the Kadamharl of Bapa- 
bhatta), it appears that Brahma-vidya was not much favoured 
by the city people. The curriculum of studies included danc- 
ing, singing, physical exercise, knowledge of languages, but 
not Brahmmidya, at least there is no special mention of it. 

In the Upanisads, women also are sometimes seen taking 
part in philosophical discussions (Br. ii. 4 ; iii. 6) and aspiring 
to become a Brahma-vadim, i.e. pursue the study of Brahma- 
vidya as the sole occupation of life. Such was Vaeaknavl (see 
Sankara on Vedanta- sutra, iii. 4. 36). But still the part 
that women really played was that of .listeners and not 
teachers of Brahma-vidya and this also was denied to them 
in later times. The vidya gradually passed into the hands of 
sannyasins ; and the place of discourse was transferred from 
the hearths of worldly men to the cloisters of monks. Women 
were gradually considered inadmissible to the study of the 
Vedic lore, and so also to the study of Brahma- vidya, 

We conclude, then, that in Upanisadic times the Vedan- 
tist was a gt'hastha brahmin, generally leading a life of 
retirement, and that women had very little share in the 
development of Vedanta. 

In V edanta-Sutras i. 3.25-38, there is a long discussion 
as to persons entitled to study Brahma-vidya. There is 
no difference of opinion among the commentators in respect 
of the interpretation of these Sutras ; and the conclusion 
arrived at is that, above men the gods are entitled to the 
study, and among men only the upper three classes. The 
Sudras, are rigorously excluded, but members of the other 
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castes could study Brahma -vidy a without any restriction 
of asrama or age. 

The sutra iii. 4 raises the question : Is the vidya, 
capable by itself of giving the desired result, viz., Moksa ? 
Or, should it be accompanied by the practice of Vedic karma ? 
The answer given is, that Vidya is capable of producing that 
result by itself (iii. 4. 1 ; iii. 4. 17.). But for the production 
of this vidya, the duties of the various asramas must be 
practised (iii. 4. 26), and one cannot hope to attain the 
vidya straightway by the adoption of the last asrama. Once 
the vidya is produced, it leads to moksa without any further 
aid from karma. 

This need for karma is again maintained in sutra, iv. 1. 
15-16. It is a part of the Vedantic theory that once true know- 
ledge is attained, karma is demolished. But it is not all karma 
that can be destroyed in this way : only the karma, that is 
awaiting its result, can be got rid of in this way. The karma, 
which is already bearing its fruit, must run its course. 
And, therefore, so far as we have to remain in a body, 
actions ( karma ) necessary for keeping the body pure and 
for generating knowledge, must continue to be practised, 
such as Jgnihotra (iv. 1. 16). 1 

The author of the Sutras obviously affirms the utility of 
karma and of the various asramas as a preliminary to the 
attainment of knowledge (Sutras, iii, 4. 26; iv. 1. 16), 
hut at the same time, he implies that the knowledge or 
vidya cannot be attained in the true sense of the term, until 
one has adopted the last asrama (Sutras, iii. 4. 17 ; iii.4. 25). 

Reading all these sutras together, we cannot but arrive 
at the conclusion that Brahma-vidya was cultivated 
and practised as the means to salvation by those who had 
by gradual stages reached the last two stages {Mramas) 

1 Cf. Br. Up., iv. 4. 22, where it is said that those, who desire to 
know Brahma, practise yaffias , etc, among other things. These duties, 
therefore, should be performed. ■ ■■■> . • ‘ - 
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of life. This was the orthodox view, and the Sutras do nob 
appear to have advocated any other. 

What is promulgated in the Sutras must have been 
practised also by those who adopted this moderate view. Per- 
haps not much historical evidence is available on this point, 
but, it seems, much is not necessary either. For, just as 
a law implies the existence of those who follow it, though 
breakers of the law also are not impossible, similarly, there 
must have been men who actually followed in life the philo- 
sophico-religious tenets of the "Vedanta; the very existence 
of these doctrines implies the parallel existence of men for whom 
they were rules of life. The position has been maintained 
by such a long roll of writers that it is impossible to think 
that none of them followed them in actual life. They were 
not mere theories ; they were intended as rules of conduct 
and were followed as such. 

When we say that, according to the author of the Sutras, 
Brahmct-vidya was to be pursued in the last asrcima, we 
only mean that it was to be practised then as the means 
for mohsa ; attempts for the acquisition of the knowledge 
began in the first airama. 

There is no indication in the Shtras as to the place of 
residence that a Vedantist should adopt. According to 
the traditional view, when a man renounced the second 
asrama, he was also to renounce the ordinary habitations of 
men and retire to solitude. The Sutras do not lay down any 
specific rule on the point ; and this may be understood as 
implying acceptance of the traditional view. 

As to sex also, nothing is definitely said in the Satras. 
The question about woman’s right in the pursuit of the 
Sr-itiis. seems to have been decided already against her ; and 
for the author of the Sutras, it was already a settled fact 
(see ante p. 646.), 

The value of sannyasa or renunciation of the world, is 
not unrecognized in the Sutras ; but it is not given undue 
importance. A rather extreme view, however, finds expression 
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in Saftkara’s system. In explaining the Sutras referred to 
above, Sahkara cannot deny the utility of karma altogether ; 
but he is inclined to pin his faith on Jabala Upanisad, 4, 
which allows a man to adopt the fourth Mrama at any stage 
of life, provided of course, he has ceased to feel any interest 
in the affairs of life. The text is : 

“Yad-ahar-eva, virajet tad-ahar-eva pravrajet” . 

Taking his stand on this text, Sankara suggests that 
the duties of the intermediate asramas are not binding : 
they may be followed, but, given the necessary mental 
and spiritual equipment, they may be avoided also ; and 
according to him there is a greater merit in being able 
to renounce them. According to the commentators ( cf. 
Srinivasa, Ramanuja, etc.), this text was overlooked by the 
author of the Sutras (see under Sutra, iii, 4, 20). RSinSouja 
says that the Sutras discuss the question of asramas, ignoring 
(‘asantam-iva krtvd') the text of Jabala, 4. Sankara also says 
the same thing. But the truth perhaps was that this text 
did not represent the orthodox view at the time of the author 
of the Sutras, if the text was in existence at that time at all. 

In his comment on Sutra, i, 1. 1, Sankara says : “Nih- 
sreyasa-phalam tu b rahma-vij nan am na canusthanantara- 
peksam". That is to say, knowledge of Brahma is not 
dependent on the performance of the religious rites, in order 
that it may bring about final beatitude. But this uncompromis- 
ing position is partially relinquished by him in his comment 
on iii, 4. 25, where he admits that for the production 
of the vidya , practice of the religious duties is necessary. 

In his comment on Br. Up. ii, 4 Sankara is more out- 
spoken in his denunciation of karma and of the gphastha 
asrama. There he says that karma and jmna are diametri- 
cally opposed to each other • one is not necessary for the 
other ; and that those who think that karma is helpful 
to jmna have not read the JB phadaranyaka ( tair-brhada - 
rayiyalcam na §rutam ); they have not understood the contrast 
between karma and jmna which Sruti has repeatedly shown ; 
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and they have not understood Vyasa’s teaching and so 
on. Hence it follows that, personally, Sankara did not 
consider it necessary for a man to perform the duties belong- 
ing to all the different asramas in order that, later in life, 
he might become a Vedantist. The true requirements of 
a Vedantist, according to him, were self-restraint, tranquility, 
etc., and a desire to know the truth and be liberated, (cf. 
Deussen, Philosophy of the Vedanta , Eng. Tr., pp. 79-82). 

Disciples of Sankara took up the question in a more com- 
bative spirit and strove to show that those who desired moksa 
had no need for karma ; it would on the contrary at best be a 
hindrance to the realisation of their purpose. This positive 
denial of the utility of karma is tantamount to the denial 
of the gfhastha asrama ; it was an advocacy of sannyasa as 
early as possible. We may remember in this connection the 
well-known treatise of Suresvara, viz., his ‘ Naislcarma-siddhi' . 
Suresvara makes an elaborate attempt there to show that 
Ttarma can never lead to moksa which can be attained by 
jmna, and jhana alone. There is no $ruti, he contends, nor 
any logic which makes moksa dependent on karma in 
any way. 

In an extreme form, this view went to the length of 
denying not only the asramas but the varnas or castes as 
well. True knowledge, it would be contended, not only 
revealed that the asramas were useless, but the difference 
of caste also was meaningless for one who had attained the 
truth. For, these differences were valid only with reference 
to the body and did not apply to the soul ; and a true philo- 
sophy should know that the body was not the self. 

This sannyasa cult came to have such a hold on the 
mind of a certain section of the population that the study 
of the different orders of sannyasins itself assumed the import- 
ance of a science. Thus the author of the Batna-prabha, 
a commentary on the Bhasya of Sankara, under Sutra, iii. 
4. 18 gives an elaborate classification of the various kinds 
of vanaprasthas, sannyasins, and followers of other Mramrn. 
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A similar classification is given by other writers also, and 
is assumed even by the authors of the Dharma-sastras (ef. 
Maim, vi). 

It was not only a theory but the practice also among 
many, especially in later times, to become a sannyasin in early 
life and take to the study of Vedanta. We may recollect 
here that this was not strictly in accordance with the general 
practice in earlier times nor has it the sanction of the gene- 
rality of Sruti and Smrti tests. The one that is very frequent- 
ly quoted by Sankara, is the text of the Jabala Upanisad 
referred to above, which permits renunciation of the world 
at any stage of life. But even this text does not overlook 
the other asramas ; and it, too, says that the usual course 
is to go through all the asramas and reach the last after 
the rest. It only allows , perhaps as a special case, the adop- 
tion of the last asrama at any time in life, by those who feel 
no interest in the world. But it is not intended as a compul- 
sory rule. ■ • igg 

But whether sanctioned by Sastras or not, the practice 
came into vogue and there was a class of sannyasins who had 
not been grhasthas before; and the study of Vedanta was 
eagerly pursued by them. The Vedanta-Sutras do not appear 
to have contemplated this class of sannyasins, but it grew ; 
and from Sankara’s time downwards, almost without excep- 
tion, all the great writers on the Vedanta were parivrajahas 
(e.g. Sarvajnatma, Prakasatma, Vidyaranya, Anandagiri, etc.). 
We do not know much of the biography of these men and 
cannot say definitely that they had not been grhasthas before 
and adopted the fourth asrama in the usual course : some 
certainly were grhasthas, e. g. Suresvara, whose name in 
the earlier asrama was Mandana Mis'ra. But in the Sankara 
school at any rate, the tendency was to avoid the grhastha 
asrama. Possibly they were led to this by their doctrine of 
the unreality of the world. And even now, we have hundreds 
of sannyasins in India who never become house-holders. 

There were sannyasins of other schools besides that 
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of Sankara; and quite a number of them were Vedantists, 
In fact, the Vedanta continued to be the favourite 
study of sannyasins of most of the orders. The study has 
never been prohibited for a gphastha • but it did not find 
so much favour with him as with a sannyasin. The reason 
for this is not far to seek. Sannyasins have professedly no 
interest in the world; they only wait for liberation and 
have nothing else to do but prepare themselves for 
final emancipation. They are candidates for moksa and for 
moksa alone; and the Vedanta is par excellence the moksa- 
ictstra, i.e., the study which was regarded as best suited for 
the attainment of salvation. 

We may recollect in this connection the Hindu concep- 
tion of Gaturvarga — the fourfold desideratum of man. Accord- 
ing to this, a man, we are told, needs and desires -but four 
things, viz., dharma (piety), artha (wealth and power), Jcama 
{satisfaction of desires) and moksa (liberation). All that 
man desires and strives for may eventually be grouped 
under one or other of these four classes. Now, correspond- 
ing to these, there have arisen four classes of sastras also. 

However, this fourfold analysis of the highest good of 
man, must not be understood as corresponding to the division 
of asramas ; it is not true, for instance, that the first of 
these four, viz., dharma, is to be striven for in the first 
asratna , the second in the second, and so on. But yet 
according to the orthodox theory and practice, the last or 
m&k$a, was to be sought for in the last stage. This is prov- 
ed, as we have seen, by the discussion in the Vedanta Sutras, 
iii. 4,. And those who made moksa their only concern in 
life, took to the .study of this sastra as early in life as possi- 
ble. They, too, were sannyasins. The Vedanta was thus 
e special study of the sannyasins, at least, from the time of 
'■ ; She Sutras. - ■ ■ - 

Though the writers on Kama-§astra and Artha-iastra 
claim equality with the Dharma and Moksa sastras, on the 
ground that they too minister to objects considered as desir- 
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able as dharma and moJcm, yet in fact their sasiras found 
favour only with a section of the population, mostly in towns. 
The classes who cultivated these sastras, had hardly the train- 
ing or the inclination to take to the study of the Vedanta. The 
class that studied the Vedanta was thus more or less sharply 
separated from the class which pursued the aims of the Kama- 
and Artha-sastras. The V edantists were, in the first place, 
men living away from the cities, and, in the second place, they 
were men who had lost interest in any other concern of life 
except mohsa. According to the moderate view of the 
Sutras, these were to have had a previous experience of life 
in the world : according to the extreme view of Sankara, 
they were to have renounced the world as early as possible ; 
and according to both, the man who was really fit to be called 
to the study of the Vedanta, was, after all, a sannyasin. There 
is nothing in the scriptures precluding a grhastha from read- 
ing and understanding the Vedanta: on the contrary, like 
other knowledge, this knowledge also presumably was to 
be acquired in the prime of life, i.e., while one was still a 
Bmhmacarin. But what the Sutras, relying on texts of 
the Upanisads and on ancient practices, really want to say, 
is that true pursuit of Brahmavidya — its practice as distin- 
guished from mere understanding— cannot properly begin 
until one has reached the last asrama, or a state of life 
corresponding to it. 

Daring the age of the Sutras, the Vedanta does not 
appear yet to have been completely divorced from the house- 
holder's life. An increasing stress was no doubt being 
placed on the renunciation of the world as a condition for the 
proper pursuit of mofya-vidya - but the acquisition and pro- 
pagation of the learning was still in the hands of the gvhas- 
thas ; only, they were to practise this vidya after they had 
reached the maturity of old age and the sanctity of renun- 
ciation. 

In the next stage, however, we find the vidya more or 
less in exclusive possession 


of men who had i 
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world : they are the teachers and they are the learners, 
and the greatest writers arise among them. And unlike 
the ' earlier teachers living in homely villages, these men 
soon establish themselves in great mathas (monasteries) — some 
of them quite stately buildings — located very often in tlrthcts 
(sacred places). 1 

This change must have been due to important social 
and political circumstances. A general decadence of morals 
in large cities and among wealthy classes, must have 
accentuated the growth of Sannyasin orders aud dis- 
lodged Brahma-vidyd from its original home and driven it 
into the arms of organised monastic orders having stable 
habitations of their own, i.e., eenobite monks as distinguished 
from mere anchorites. A similar phenomenon took place 
in Europe also, when during the middle ages, learning found 
its only secure habitation in the cloisters of the monks. In 
India, too, a time came when the old class Brahmin grhas • 
thas , the founders of Brahma-vidya like Yajnavalkya and 
Aruni, living under royal patronage and protection and 
yet giving direction to the spiritual life of these very 
kings, were replaced by politically minded Brahmins of the 
Kaufilya type and also of the type of Vatsyayana. The 
decaying morality of cities then drove religion and philosophy 
away into monasteries. 

The parallel rise of Buddhist monastic orders must have 
been another cause. Eor, this too accentuated the rise of 
corresponding monastic orders among the Hindus. It 
is open to doubt whether before Buddhism Hindu 
jsannyasis had at all got into the habit of living the life 
of eenobite monks, in well-organised monasteries, the con- 
trary rather appears to have been the custom ; originally 
they were mostly anchorites, living an isolated life, and there- 
fore, incapable of preserving and propagating learning, 

i Cf. Panini, iv. 3. no, which seems to refer to some monastic 
orders by whom the Vedanta-sutras were studied. 
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which is a social activity. But after Buddhism, well- 
organised monastic orders arose among the Hindus also and 
well-built monasteries were founded •, and these gradually 
became the repository of philosophical learning in general and 
Vedantism in particular. 

Not that the class of gfhastha Vedantists, i.e., men who 
remained in the world and yet studied the Vedanta, was al- 
together extinct ; nor was it the case that Vedanta, was to 
be found only in the monasteries and nowhere else in the 
country. Bliavabhuti in his Malatimadhava, Act i gives an 
account of himself as belonging to a family of the Vedantists, 
though at the same time he was a resident of a city ( Padma - 
puram). But the chief home of the Vedanta, at least from the 
time of Sankara i. e. from the 8th century downwards, has 
been the great monasteries of the country and it was pursued 
by sannyasins. They were not sannyasins of the old, orthodox 
type, who had reached the last quarter of their span of life 
and were only waiting for their end ; but they were men in 
full possession of their powers of mind and body and thus 
capable of putting forth great efforts. And their monas- 
teries were established in some sacred place which attracted 
large concourse of men. Thus, Sankara’s mathas were 
founded in places like Hardwar, already a holy place of 
pilgrimage. But a place chosen for a monastery also might 
acquire the character of holiness in subsequent time. 

In the various accounts of the travels of Caitanya, the 
founder of Bengal Vaisnavism, we are told of his many en- 
counters with Vedantists (of. Karca of Govindadas, published 
by the University of Calcutta, pp. 28, 46). Though not 
all, most of these Vedantists were sannyasins . This was 
in the fifteenth century. And in the seventeenth century, 
Dara Shukoh tells us in the Introduction to his translation 
of the Upanisads, that he obtained them from sannyasins and 
pandits at Benares. All this clearly shows with what class of 
men the Vedanta had found shelter in those times, Qpiasihas 
also were there who studied the Vedanta and knew it. 
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Sankara himself belonged to an already established order 
of sannyasins — ’teachers and writers of the Vedanta ; he was 
not the founder of the order (see his Bhasya on Sutra, ii.l, 9.) 
and several of his predecessors are known to us, e. g. 
Gaudapada, Govinda, etc. Now, if we place Sankara in the 
7th century a.c., as it is usually done, then this order of 
sannyasins must have come into existence at least a hundred 
years before him, i.e., nob later than the 6th century A.c., 
or perhaps the 5th. From the 5th up to the 17th century A.c., 
therefore, sannyasins took quite a leading part in the spread, 
preservation aud development of Vedantism. They were 
the chief writers, the chief teachers and almost the only men 
who pursued it in life as a religion. 

JUsume : (1) Vedantism must be at least 2500 years old, 
if nob older. Originally, it was followed and cultivated by 
brahmins living in the world and taking an active part in the 
sacrificial religion of the time. These men lived perhaps away 
from, but not without touch with, the busy centres of life 
xnd political activity, under the protection and patronage 
>f princes and potentates. This phase is illustrated in the 
lescription of the lives of the Upanisadio teachers, such as 
STajnavalkya, as preserved in the Upanisads themselves. 

(2) At the second stage, Vedantism appears to have sepa- 
:ated itself from the orthodox Vedic rites aud was cultivated 
core sedulously by men who did not maintain much close 
elation with Vedic practices; or, who had perhaps seceded 
1 together from that kind of religion, or, perhaps, who had 
dopted the life of a sannyasin and thus had no obligation 
o perform these sacrificial rites. This phase ns illustrat- 
d in some of the later U panisads which decry karma and 
pplaud sannyasa ; and the tendency is also noticeable in 
he biifcras themselves and in those commentators who, unlike 
Jpavarsa, separated the two MlmSnsas and looked upon 
he Vedanta as an independent study. 

{3) At the last stage, we find the Vedanta almost in 
sclusive possession of sannyasins, who had left behind all 
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other concerns of life and devoted themselves to the study 
of this vidya as a means for their salvation. This is most 
clearly illustrated in the school of Sankara. 

We must remember that these changes took place with 
out any apparent breach with the past. When the Vedanta 
Sutras were placing emphasis on the last Mrama as a neces- 
sary condition for the attainment of Brahma, they were 
avowedly relying on TJpanisadic texts. In the Upanisads, the 
Mramas were undoubtedly recognised and practised, but ins- 
truction in Brahma-vidya appears to have been imparted 
and received in the gfhastha asrama. The Sutras, however, 
shift the stress on the last asrama. 

The later sannydsi schools enhance this stress and 
direct attention more to those texts which condemn harma 
than to those which make them obligatory ; and eventually 
take their stand on those texts which openly denounce the 
worldly life and allow the fourth asrama at any time of 
life (e.g. Jsbala Upanisad). Like the development of law 
by judicial interpretation, the followers of the Vedanta also 
gradually changed their character and relation with society, 
by slowly shifting the emphasis from one kind of sruti texts 
to another, until Vedanta found itself mostly in the hands 
o f sannydsins. 

After the few female names in the Upanisads, no other 
woman's name occurs in the long history of Vedanta. We 
may hear now and then of women who became nuns and 
emulated the life of a Vedantist, such as Sulabha in Maha- 
bhdtata, xii. 320 ; bub their contribution to the development 
and spread of the vidya was next to nothing. 

In Buddhism, women were given almost an equal footing 
with men, and, various orders of nuns (bhihmis) were also 
established. But Buddha made this concession to women 
rather reluctantly ; and the evils that manifested themselves 
in later times, confirmed his foresight. Vedantism, how- 
ever, maintained its rigour against women ; after the Upa- 
ni^adic times, woman was studiously excluded from the study 
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of Vedanta. Not being entitled to the sacred thread 
(upanayana), she was not entitled to the study of sruti, 
and, therefore, to the study of Vedanta. In the various 
monastic orders that pursued Vedanta, woman seldom figures. 

It is no exaggeration to say that in the history of the 
world’s philosophy, woman’s contribution has been practically 
nothing : much less has been her share in the development 
of Indian philosophy. But still credit is due to the women 
of the Upanisadic time, such as GargI ; for, they were in- 
telligent questioners and appreciative listeners. After them, 
even this much is not found to belong to woman. 

Vedantism is not merely a philosophy but also a secular 
study or intellectual exercise it always bore the sacred stamp 
of a religion. And as such, it was never any one man’s pro- 
perty, like the system founded by a great thinker, such as 
Spinoza or Spencer, Kant or Hegel. Nor is it enough 
to regard it as a school of thought ; for, it has had a very 
much greater continuity than any known school of philo- 
sophy. Whole generations of thinkers and writers combined 
their efforts to keep it alive and develop it. It was almost a 
culture; and the development and spread of this culture 
belonged to different classes of men at different epochs of 
its history ; and the seat of its existence also has varied 
from time to time. 

Lastly, as to caste, the Vedantists were almost 
3xclusively Brahmins ; as to sex, almost exclusively males. 
And as to Mrama, latterly, though not originally, mostly 
lannyasins. As to its habitation, Vedanta might well be 
described as a forest growth ; originally under kingly patro- 
nage, but later in isolation from the social and political life 
of the country, in far-off tlrtkas or secluded mathas, away 
from the busy centres of commerce and polities, Vedanta 
ras lived its serene life as MoJcsa-vidyti. 

Umesh Chandra Bhattacharjee 


Topography in the Puranas -Purusottamaksetra 

Introduction 

To the student of mythology and religion, a thorough acquaint- 
ance with the sacred rivers and mountains, Tlrthasthanas and 
Punyaksetras of India, which even to this day attract pilgrims from 
the remotest parts of India, is but essential. A general knowledge of 
the topography of those places was perhaps sufficiently well-known 
in the days of the Puranas. We are often informed of the rivers and 
mountains of India, with description of the boundary of those Punya- 
sthanas. We are often directed to undertake the journey to the 
ksetra concerned by the southern side of a hill, pursuing a course 
along the north bank of a particular river, keeping a city in the left and 
a village in the right and so on. These topographical records are valu- 
able for determining some unknown places of ancient Indian geography. 
Some of the Puranas which, to some extent, may be regarded as 
handbooks to the Punyasthanas are thus valuable as a source of the 
study of Ancient Indian geography, and also as tending to indicate 
the different stages in the evolution of Ancient Indian geography. 

In India, notices of Topography are essentially related to the 

description of Tirthas ; so the best specimen of Puranic topography, 

I believe, is to be found in the Skanda Parana— -a 

The Skanda Parana book as voluminous as the Mahabharata, having 
and the Puranic Topo- . , , . _ ,, , 

graphy. not a single feature by which it can be called a 

Parana ; and if it is at all to be styled so, it can 
be called a "Tirtha Parana/' Indeed it is to be noted that the Skanda 
Purana begins with the description of the Tirtha places in a very syste- 
matic way and describes them one by one according to their geographi- 
cal setting. For example, the Purana after describing the Purusottama- 
ksetra passes through all the tirthas of south-east and south-west 
coast of India, one by one, until the Prabhasa-ksetra (Book vii) is 
reached and in this way it appears that the Purana has attempted to 
form a garland of Tirthas. My references are therefore to Skanda 
Purana, and I have utilised the materials of the other Puranas where 
necessary, I have attempted here only to show how far the topographi- 
cal records involved in the description of the Punyasthanas and in the 
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narration of the pilgrimage to those places, as contained in the 
Puranas, are in harmony with the position of the various rivers, 
mountains and cities which we know. Let us start with the Puruso- 
ttamaksetra. 

The whole of the second canto of the second volume of the Skanda 
Purana describes the mahatmya of the Purusottamaksetra. Regarding 
the boundary of the ksetra it is thus said in ii, 2, I 

Aho tat paramam ksetram vistrtam dasayojanaih 
Tirtharajasya salilad utthitam balukacitam 12 

Nllacalena mahata madhyasthena virajitam 13 
****** 

Sagarasyottaratlre mahanadyas tu daksine 
Sa pradeSah prthivyam hi sarvatlrthaphalapradah 31 
Purusottamaksetra is therefore the tract of land which rises from the 
ocean and is bounded by it on the south and by the river Mahanadi 
on the north. This is ten yojatias in area. The river Mahanadi 
here certainly refers to the great river of Orissa on the north of Puri. 
It should be noticed that the eastern coast of India has taken a definite 
south-western bend from Puri, or near about that, so much so that the 
ocean, that is, the Bay of Bengal, surrounds Puri in the south, and, the 
Purusottamaksetra which extended in the south up to Puri thus 
stands on the north of the ocean (Sagarasyottaratlre). But regarding 
the northern boundary of the ksetra another statement is to be 
found in ii, 2, 12 where it is said, 

Daksinasyodadhes tire nilacalavibhusitam 

Dasayojanavistirnam * * * 74 

* * * * * 

Tasyottarasyam vikhyatam vanam ekamrakahvayam 
The northern boundary of the ksetra is said here to have been the 
Ekamravana instead of the river Mahanadi. The Ekamravana is 
the modern Bhuvanesvara on the river Gandhavati, some twenty miles 
to the south of Cuttack in Orissa (Brahma Purana, 41). So it appears 
•that Bhuvanefivara was the northern boundary of the ksetra and not 
-the river Mahanadi, And as Cuttack is to some extent on the bank 
of the Mahanadi, Bhuvanesvara is thus twenty miles south of 
the fiver Mahanadi. So it follows that the area of the ksetra is 
■ten yojanas, when Mahanadi or Bhuvanesvara is the northern boundary. 
This however is contradictory. Anyway leaving aside the question 
of the area of the ksetra, it can be reasonably supposed that the 
ksetra at the time of the Skanda Purana comprised the modern South 
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NilScalau 


Cuttack and Puri district of the Orissa division of the Bihar and 
Orissa Province. 

In both the passages quoted above it is said that in the interior 
of the ksetra there was the Nilacalaparvata, There are two ranges 
of hills of that name in Cuttack. In northern 
Cuttack, north of the river Mahan adl near 
Balasore, there is a group of picturesque rocky hills, while in the 
southern Cuttack along the shore there are several hills terminat- 
ing-in a chain of mountain's. But as the Purusottamaksetra, 
as shown above, comprised the southern Cuttack and Puri district, 
Nilacala cannot be the hills of Northern Cuttack, but must be the 
hills of southern Cuttack running like a chain along the sea-shore. 
And to this effect we find other passages in the Purana, Thus in ii, 
2, l, 34 it is said — 

Sindhutlre tu yo brahman rajate Nilaparvatah etc. 
and again in ii, 2, ii , 128 — 

Dakfinodadhitire ’sti Nlladrih kananavjtah, 

All these imply the immediate neighbourhood of the sea to the Parvata, 
which more plausibly refers to the hills of southern Cuttack, 
lying within the boundary of the ksetra, and is nearer to the sea 
than the hills, of northern Cutttack which has got no such vicinity 
to the sea. The distance of the Parvata from the sea is stated 
to be two (ii, 2, 3, 52-53) or three krosas (ii, 2 , 4, 1). So also 
the area of the ksetra is given as ten yojanas and five krosas 
(ii, 2, 3, 52 ; ii, 2, 4, 1). It is really difficult to make out anything 
from these contradictory statements. 

The holy ksetra seems to have been included within a country 

which they called Utkala, and, which they describ- 

utkaia,Udra, Orissa, ed as being situated on the shore of the southern 
Kalifiga, .. 

ocean. Thus it is said in 11, 2 , 4 : 

Supunye cotkale dese daksinarnavatorane 
The southern ocean is the Bay of Bengal as has been found to be impli- 
ed. on many occasions and it is said that Utkala was on the shore of 
that sea. Utkala perhaps meant a greater unit than the ksetra, roughly 
corresponding to the modern Orissa division of the Bihar and Orissa 


province. And this is implied in some verses also (ii, 2, 6, 26-y). 


The chapter begins with a query as to the location of the Purusottama- 
ksetra, and it is held that the ksetra lies in U tkaladesa regarding 
which the following notice is given : 

. - : T'" . ■ : 

% - - : 


MiS 
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Rsikulyam saraasadya daksinodadhigamlnlm 

Svarna-rekha mahanadyor madhye desah pratisthitah 27 
It is apparent here that Utkala comprised the country beginning 
from the river Rsikulya which flows to the sea (Bay of Bengal) up 
to the river Suvarnarekha including the river Mahanadl. Rsikulya 
is the modern river Rasikoila (Thorn. Gaz.) on which is situated Gan- 
jam and which falls into the sea. The river Suvarnarekha , which is 
still called so, practically divides Bengal and Bihar & Orissa. 
Utkala therefore corresponded to the country beginning from Gan- 
jam in the south up to the south-western confines of Bengal, i.e., rough- 
ly speaking, it corresponded to the modern Orissa division about as 
far north as the river Suvarnarekha on the confines of the Midnapur 
and Balasore districts. But what was Odra or Udra de§a ? In ii, 
2, 7, 23 it is said that Udradesa lies on the shore of the ocean, where 
there is the Purusottamaksetra. Evidently Utkala and Udra are here 
supposed to be the same country. The Brahma Purana (28, 1) also says 
that Auclra lies near to the sea and in other places (28, 9 ; 42, 6) 
it has been called Utkala ; and further it is said (42, 35) that the 
famous Purusottama resides there. All these suggest that Utkala 
and Udra are the same country. But unless we know the boundary 
of Udra we cannot probably be sure of it. The Skanda Purana records 
no boundary of Udra. The Brahma Puraija, however, says (28, 1-2) 
that Udra-desa extended right up to Viraja-mandala from the shore 
of the sea. The shore of the sea certainly refers to Puri and its 
adjoining places. Regarding Viraja-mandala it is said that it was on the 
river VaitaranI (92, 9). The Mahabharata also repeats (V ana, 85, 6) that 
Viraja-ksetra was on the river VaitaranI. Viraja-mandala is therefore 
modern Jajpur which stands on the northern bank of a river, which 
is still called Vaitarati!, flowing between the river Suvarnarekha on the 
north and Mahanadl on the south. It seems therefore that though 
Utkala was called Udra, yet there was much difference between the 
two. For, whereas U tkala extended from Rsikulya right up to the 
river Suvarnarekha, Udra only extended up to the river VaitaranI on 
the confines of the Balasore and Cuttack districts from Puri. Udra, 
according to the Puranas, was therefore a much lesser unit than Utkala, 
though, of course, it was included within the country mentioned last, - 
Mr. Pargiter (Ancient Countries of Eastern India, J AS B, 1897, 
p. 103 f.) however arrives at an altogether different conclusion, He 
says that Odra in ancient times occupied the western part of .Midnapur 
and also other districts such as Manbhum, Singhbhum, etc,-, north 
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of the river Kapisa of Kalidasa (Raghu, iv, 38-93), i.e., modern 
Cossye which flows through Midnapur. But It is really discouraging 
to think that the Parana* which has preserved an accurate geography 
of the Purusottamaksetra, should err and confuse in such a 
manner. The U^ras are rarely alluded to in the Sanskrit literature, 
excepting in some passages of the Mahabharata. It will also be acknow- 
ledged that it is the Odras, who have given their name to modern 
Orissa or Odradesa as it is also called. It is also to be noticed that 
the Oriya or Odiya is spoken throughout Orissa and Gan jam district. 
All these connect Odra more with modern Orissa or Utkala than with 
Midnapur and its neighbouring districts. Again in the Brhat-samhita 
of Varahamihira where we find an elaborate list of the countries 
and people respectively belonging to the nine divisions, nowhere Udra 
and Utkala are mentioned as separate countries ; on the other 
hand, Odra has been mentioned as a country (xiv, 5, 6, 7) and 
Utkala a people In the same division implying, thereby, that In the 
same country of Udra, the Utkalas lived. Mr. Pargiter gives 
no other reason, except that if the country from Ganjam to the 
river Cossye were occupied by the Kalihgas and Utkalas, then the, 
Odras must be pushed further up the river in Bengal. But there are 
no reasonable grounds to introduce the separate establishment of 
the Udras and ^ the Utkalas $ on the other hand, there is strong 
evidence in the Puranas, as we have seen, of their common 
establishment in one country, which is alternately described as 
Udrade§a or UtkaladeSa though, of course, Udra was a smaller unit 
than Utkala. But as the Puranas reflect almost the mediaeval 
stage of Indian geography it might be said as Mr. Pargiter has 
carefully observed (p. 104) that In ancient times the Odras probably 
occupied some portions of Bengal near Midnapur, but afterwards 
they “pushed southward'* and resided In the country from Rsi- 
kulya to the river Suvamarekha .which 1 they called Udradesa or 

Utkaiadesa. , -■ ; ^ ^ ;■ ^ . . ■ . ■. ; : : . ■ , 

Then what was Kalinga ? Rapson says that it was between the 
rivers Godavari and Mahanadi (Ancient India, p. 164). General Cunning- 
ham is of opinion that it was between the Godavari 
Kaimga, r iver on the south-west and the Gaoliya, branch of 

Indravatl river on the north-west (Anc. Geo., p. 316}. Pargiter observes 
from some passages of the Mahabharata (J ASB, 1897, p, 98) that 
Kalinga began, in the north from the river VaitaranI ; md: itoahe.. 
west extended : up to the Amarakantaka . .hills’ 
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39) 9)> That Kalinga lay in the south-east part of India is also 
admitted by Varaliamihira (Brhat-Samhita, xiv, 8, g, lo). But 
we have seen in the passages cited above that the whole country 
from Rsikulya up to the river Suvarnarekha was called Utkala,, So 
we see. that the testimony of the Mahabharata and the Skanda Parana 
is radically opposite. In Raghuvamsa, iv, 38-53 Kalidasa seems to 
support the Mahabharata. There he says that Raghu after cross- 
ing the river Kapisa or Cossye in Midnapur was received by the 
king of Utkala who took him to Kalinga, which has led Mr. Pargiter 
to conclude that Utkala roughly corresponded to the country from 
Cossye to Vaitaranl, and from Vaitaraiii southwards the country 
was called Kalinga. It seems hazardous to draw an accurate boun- 
dary of these two countries, for most probably it is a fact that there 
was no sharp demarcation between these * two countries, and that 
the same country which was called Kalinga in ancient times came to 
be termed both Utkala and Kalinga at a later period. The word 
Utkala appears to have been, coined in comparatively modern times 
probably because both the Utkalas and Kalihgas belonged to the 
one and the same race (‘KaP is common). The country in a later period 
came to be termed both Utkala and Kalinga, and in fact, it is very 
often to be found in the Puranas, which reflect the mediaeval stage 
of Indian geography, that the same country is called hoth Kalinga 
and Utkala, probably implying the possibility of drawing this con- 
clusion that there was hardly any difference between the two, and 
if any difference between the two ever existed, it was probably very 
slight. 

In chapter n of the Skanda Parana (ii, 2) is described the 
journey of the king Indradyurana of Malava to Purusottamaksetra, 
The king perhaps followed a route through the 
Ki ng , Mr&dy um na’s southern valley of the TaptI, and it is said that he 

halted with his party in a certain forest called 
Dhatukandara on the bank of the river Citrotpala Mahanadl. Now, 
the river Mahanadl, as we know, rising in a hill (Amarakanfcaka) 
of the Central Provinces flows northwards for a long distance, and then 
takes an eastern course. In course of its northern flow a river called 
Pain meets it near Rajira in the Raipur district of the Chatrishgarh 
division of the Central Provinces. The Mahanadl below its junction 
with Pain was called Citrotpala or rather Citrotpala of the Markan 4 eya 
Parana (Mark. 57 ; Arch. Sur. R., vii, 155 ; xvii, 70). The Dhatukandara 
forest might be some hill of the Raipur district. It is natural therefore 
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that this Citropala Mahanadi intervened in the king’s way to Orissa 
from Malava. However the king crossed the river and so entered 
into the southern valley of the river Mahanadi ; and it is said that 
there he was received by the king of Utkala, evidently implying that 
the boundary of the country over which the king of Utkala ruled 
extended in the west up to the river Mahanadi, in the Raipur district 
of the Central Provinces, where the Mahanadi was called Citropala 
Mahanadi ; and this seems to be more in consonance, if we regard 
Kalinga and Utkala as one and the same country, for the Kurma 
Purana (ii, 39, 9 ; see ante. p. 9.) says that Kalinga extended in the 
west up to Amarakantaka Parvata — a hill wherefrom the river 
Mahanadi has taken its rise. It appears, therefore, that Utkala extended 
from the river Suvarnarekha on the north to the river Rsikulya on 
the south, and from Citropala Mahanadi river of the C. P. on the 
west to the sea on the east. 

However, the king with his party proceeded eastwards (ii, 2, 12) 
and then reached the Ekamrakanana. Ekamrakanana is Bhuvanesvara 
and it is said that they crossed the river Gandhavaha, which is but 
too natural, for Ekamrakanana was situated on that river. Here it 
is said that the king Indradyumna enquired about the distance of the 
ksetra from that place. ‘Ksetra’ here obviously means Puri, for 
Bhuvanesvara, as we have seen, was included in the ksetra. The king 
of Utkala replied that it was yet 3 yojanas. Three yojanas is perhaps 
equivalent to some 25 miles (JR AS, 1904, p. 83) which roughly speak- 
ing may be supposed to be 30 miles, the distance between Puri 
and Bhuvanesvara. 

So it seems that the topographical records of the Skanda Purana 
involved in the description of the Purusottamaksetra evince a 
fairly good knowledge of the compilers regarding the modern Orissa 
division of Bihar and Orissa province. It can be concluded that this 
geographical knowledge could hardly have been obtained except 
from an actual visit to that Tlrtha by some person. 


Sashibhusan Chaudhuri 


Birbhnm and Western Bengal in the Eighteenth Century * 

An Economic and Sociological Study 

It is proposed in these pages to present some material for an 
economic history of Birbhum and Western Bengal during the eight- 
eenth century. This period has been chosen because it seems to 
present, either in germ, or in full, the action and development of the 
forces that led India from its medieval period to modern age, The 
breaking up of the Mughal Empire is one great leading charac- 
teristic of this century ; the rise of the new political forms under which 
India has carried on its existence ever since is the other one. 

It is not the plan, however, to sketch the political events that mark 
the decline and downfall of the Muhammadan regime in India, nor 
those that have to do with the origin of new dynasties and the begin- 
nin"s of the British power. It will be largely the inner development 
of the 18th century India, which will claim our attention. 

This period was not only destructive but just as truly creative. 

It developed or rather perfected all the forms to which the economic 
life in nearly all its activities has clung to the present day. 

The advantage of choosing a rather limited area of India, only a 
small portion of one of its provinces, namely that portion of Bengal 
which lies west of the Hughli and takes in the northern portion of 
the present Burdwan Division, largely ignoring the District of Midna- 
pore, will be that it will enable us to make a more minute study of 
this region than would have been possible if all of Bengal had been 
chosen, A provincial or even local colouring of our pages will be 
tit least as much of an advantage as a disadvantage ; it will make 
possible a more intensive treatment of our subject. 

The great historic landmarks of India in the 18th century are 
the death of Aurangzeb, the last great Mughal Emperor in 1707, 
the sack of Delhi by Nadir Shah in 1739 , the battle of Plassey in 
1757, arid of Bengal, the Permanent Settlement of Lord Cornwallis 
1111793. These four dates respectively mark the end of the line of 
really capable emperors, the end of Delhi as a political influence, 
the actual beginning of British dominion in India and the stereo- 
typing of the Muhammadan fiscal policy, for Bengal at least, into 
that of modern British India. 
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On the crowded canvas of Indian history in the 18th century, 
which was partly European history enacted in Asia,— the struggle 
between France and England for world dominion, — there are 
many brilliant figures and countless events of historical import- 
ance. It is not our purpose to touch upon any historical event or 
person having no bearing on the economic history of that part of 
Bengal which we have chosen for treatment. The contemporary events 
of all Indian history will therefore only be utilized in as far as they 
contribute to a clearer perspective of the significance of the economic 
history of the territory concerned. Yet even for this modest attempt, 
the preliminary will probably have to be a hasty sketch of the events 
of northern and western India which vitally affected also the history 
of Bengal. 

The rise of the Mahratta power really belongs to the preceding 
century, yet the Mahrattas continued to be the disturbing element 
in India almost throughout the 18th century. In importance they 
are clearly the first of the purely Indian factors, which created this 
turbulent period. The second factor is probably the gradual 
rising of that firm of British merchants and adventurers, called 
the East India Company, to a place of supreme political power 
and influence among the split-up principalities of the time. And 
thirdly, there was also the quiet persistence of Indian conservat- 
ism of the village community, and the ties of religion and custom, 
holding out against the intrusion of a new time and new political 
ideals. This whole century presents the fearful spectacle of 
an almost unbroken series of political cataclysms and upheavals. 
Whether it will be possible to trace side by side with these violent 
changes in political history a somewhat orderly evolution of economic 
theory working out into definite economic institutions, laws and fixed 
customs, the following pages will show. The hectic history of the 
eighteenth century finally crystalized into the more even tenor 
of that of the ninteenth century; civil law and order finally suc- 
ceeded racial feuds and political anarchy, and the Pax Britannica ended 
up the most prolonged period of bloodshed and misery that India 
in her long history had ever known. It will be necessary first of all 
to go a few centuries back tracing the meagre supply of materials 
which the Muhammadan historians provided for this period of India 
and Bengal. Much spade work will have still to be done to get a clearer 
view of the history of the semi-independent kingdom of this region, 
notably, that of Birbhum.. 

* rr s\ r%t7r'V>A^T)T?T> TAOA T J 
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This whole region was known in Akbar’s time as Madaran 5 
under that name Abul Fazl in his famous Imperial Gazetter, the Atn- 
i-Akhati , lists what is now known as the larger portion of the districts 
of Birbhum, Bankura, Burdwan, with portions of Midnapur, Hughli 
and Howrah* 

The Pargana System of Fiscal Administration 

The most common unit of fiscal administration in Muhammadan 
India was the Pargana. In Akbar’s famous gazetteer, the Ain-i-Akbari , 
the term pargana is not used, the word mahal is substituted for it, 
and we are informed that the twelve provinces of the empire, as they 
existed then, contained 105 sir/ears. Every sirkar was again sub- 
divided into makalsy of which a total of 2,467 are enumerated. 

Akbar and the Mughals were not the originators of this system 
of land division. Credit has been given to Sher Shah for adopting 
the pargana system uniformly all over his empire, but pargana seems 
to have existed in Sikandar Ludi’s time and probably earlier. 
Kalika Ranjan Qanungo in his excellent ‘Biography of Sher Shalv 1 
(Calcutta, 1921) thinks that the terms mahal , as used in Akbar’s time, 
and pargana , are exactly equivalent. The empire in Akbar’s time 
according to Abul Fazl, the composer of the Ain-i-Akbari , had 
10$ sirkars , with 2,737 townships (kasbahs), or, as Mr, Qanungo 
counts them, 86 sirkars with 2,467 mahals . Whether the system 
of mahals was kept up long is doubtful. The Ain-i-Akbari , as it is, 
has the appearance of a somewhat pedantic classification and systema- 
tization, which may or may not have existed in reality throughout all 
the empire. In the stormy times that followed the age of Akbar 
there was every chance for provincial administrative peculiarities 
to assert themselves, and by the time of the arrival of the British 
in Bengal there seems to have existed, at least in that province, a 
much larger number of parganas than can be accounted for by com- 
paring any given part of Bengal of modern times with the corres- 
ponding part of Abul Fazhs list (See, for Instance, the original 
Twenty-four Parganas of the district which now goes by that name). 1 

t In North India the Sirhar % as an administrative unit, existed 
down to British times, I11 extant documents that have come to my 
knowledge, the Sirkars of Sambhal , Kanauj } Karnaul were mentioned 
In the second half of the iSth century. Even in Bengal, we find the 
Sirkar Srihatta (Sylhet) at least as late as 1685, 
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Again, take the present district of Birbhum which contains 22 
parganas, 4 tappas (Haripur, Khirni, Nuni and Shah Alampur), 8 
taluks and 1 chahla (Gokuita), a total of 35 units, That these 
different terms of administrative division have not always been used 
consistently, is certain. The District Gazetteer of Birbhum, for in- 
stance, calls Amdahara and Supur taluks , while in Sherwill’s survey 
of 1855 Amdahara is called a pargana. It seems that the division 
into parganas not merely served fiscal purposes, but was also utilized 


in other departments. The village Amdahara, for instance, origi- 
nally had the munsiff’s court for this part of the district. As late as 
1867, the court, which is now in Bolpur, was held in that out of the 
way village, about six miles to the north of Bolpur, 

Even in upper India the farmans and deeds concerning landed 
property from Jahangir's time seem to use the term pargana through- 
out, rather than mahal (Cf., Catalogue of the Delhi Museum of 
Archaeology, 1926). The same seems to be the case in Bengal. 

Much of the system of administration as found in the Ain-i- 
Akbari may have existed merely on paper. At any rate, the names 
of sirhars , and even whole provinces, kept changing their names 
and even their boundaries during the later Mughal age. 

Madaran, one of the sirkars of Abul Fazl, including the greater 
part of the present Birbhum district with portions of neighbouring 
district, does not figure much after Akbar’s time as an administra- 
tive unit. Most likely the rise and extension of the kingdom of 
Birbhum during that time, and the larger part of all Bengal becom- 
ing practically an independent kingdom not long after Aurangzib’s 
time, had something to do with the disappearance of the name of 
Madaran from public records. In one of Bankim Chatterjee’s novels, 
Durgeshnandini, there figures a fort, Garh Mandaran in Midnapur, 
indicating evidently the locality from which the name of the Sirkar 
had been derived. 


Due to the institution of chaklas by Murshid Ali Khan, about 
1722, and due also to other causes, the Sirkars of Bengal do not 
figure largely in history. On the whole, the endeavour of the 
Muhammadan rulers to substitute and emphasize the larger unit for the 
smaller, sirkars for parganas, chaklas for sirkars, and the subah as 
the unit covering a whole country, was not very successful in Bengal, 
due to the political disturbances and the existence of many semi- 
independent principalities, 
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From Hunter’s Annals of Rural Bengal (p. 428), we learn the name 
of one of the fiscal officers appointed by Sher Shah in this part of the 
country. The old Pandit’s chronicle used by Hunter states as follows : 

“Sher Shah made over Sooty to Adoola, the son of Boduroolah. 
In 1540 Sher Shah with 500,000 (?) Afghans defeated Hoomaon at 
Canouj and mounted the throne of Delhi. In the following year 
he came to Gour and divided it into several districts, over each of 
which he placed a district ruler. These governors had a superior 
who adjusted disputes and acted as the Viceroy of Sher Shah." 

This statement is essentially correct and refers to the institution, 
of the fiscal system into sirkars and rnahals as discussed above. 
What the relation of Adoola was to the later Muhammadan dynasty 
of Birbhum, I have not been able to trace. 

The Riyazul-Salatin then tells us also the name of that chief 
officer placed in charge of the whole of Bengal. It was Qazi Fazilat, a 
scholar of Agra, who was set in a position of overlordship over these 
tribal chiefs. He is praised for his honesty and scholarship (p. 145). 

But from Badauni, another Muhammadan historian, we learn that 
not all people shared this favourable estimate of Qazi’s character, 
for some called him Qazi Fazihat which means Ignominity { p, 474). 

The office of this Qazi was evidently of a judiciary kind, Subahs 
as administrative units were a Mughal creation. The Sur kings being 
a somewhat short-lived dynasty did not get time to consolidate their, 
regime sufficiently so as to produce a standardised history of their 
own empire. The writing of their history was largely left to the 
mercy of the Mughal dynasty, and therefore as regards strict historical 
accuracy and fairness, the results were not always good. Men like 
Badauni wrote carefully, and on the whole truthfully, and if they 
could not, under the new regime, tell ali they knew about the Sur 
dynasty, they certainly have preserved for us much of its history. 

It would be interesting to trace back, as far as the rather insuffi- 
cient material allows, the history of some of the geographical units of 
the Muhammadan revenue system. The tappa Haripur, for instance, 
includes Rajnagar, the old capital of the former kingdom of Birbhum. 
IIow did it happen that this region, settled by Muhammadans since 
early 13th century, has a Hindu name ? Here is a matter for reflection 
and a field for investigation. 

One of the oldest names of administrative units in this district is 
peihaps the Pargana Khatanga (or Hukmapur Taluk) which com- 
prises the town of Suri. The close neighbourhood pf gifsinghpur 
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to Khatanga seems to throw some light on the relation that must 
have existed between Rajnagar, the old capital of Birbhum, and Suri, 
the present headquarters of the district. Leaving aside traditions 
and old wives’ fables, it is likely that the Afghan family of Shams 
Khan, the father of Asadullah Khan, having acquired some govern- 
ment post during Slier Shah’s time or after, gradually took over the 
little Hindu kingdom of Birsinghpur. Such a principality actually 
existed and it is just as likely that they were the predecessors of the 
Muhammadan dynasty at Rajnagar and the real chieftains of that 
part of the country, rather than the legendary Hindu dynasty of 


Rajnagar of which Hunter, following local tradition, has found only one 
name, Bir Rajah, which is somewhat meaningless, or at least vague. 
There are, besides these two Bir dynasties, those of Birsinghpur and 
Suri, at least two or three more places beginning with Bir at 
various places in Birbhum and all these places seem well pro- 
vided with traditions about dynasties of Bir Rajahs, and certainly 
can show ruins to substantiate their claims partly. So it seems a 
fair question, whether such places owe their name to certain indivi- 
duals or families, or whether these families owe their designation to 
their local dwelling places and possessions, 1 

This much seems clear that the Hindus and the Muhammdans 
continued their struggle for supremacy all over West Bengal through- 
out the Muhammadan period. For this also the history of the 
adjacent principality of Burdwan (with its semi-independent Zemindars), 
and Bishnupur (with its old dynasty of ruling Hindu princes), 
furnish many proofs. 

Mr. Mahimaranjan Chuckerburty of Hetampur Rajbati thinks that 


i The first four rulers of the Birbhum dynasty (1600-1751) were 
known as Diwans, only their successors used the title Raja, Is- this 
a clue of their original dependence on Birsinghpur? 

There is a Raja Narendra Singha and a Kumar Birsingha as 
late as 1729, taking land on lease from the Rajnagar Raj. (See.Mitra* 
Early Bengali Prose, p. 44), : .... 

Thus it would seem that strong Hindu influences are traqeable 
in the region of the Morakhi river within the old Hindu parganas (ox 
former principalities) of Maureswar, Khatanga and Haripur, while 
in the south, in the basin of the middle Ajay, we have the old pargana 
of Senbkum harking-' back traditionally to the pre-Muhammad^ 
times and -the renowned Sen dynasty in Bengal . . ; 
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the Pargana of Alinagar in the neighbourhood of Hetampur originated 
as late as the 18th century taking its name from Ali Naki Khan, the 
son of Diwan Badi-ul-Zamam Khan (See his Birbhum Vivarana, vol. I). 

Another line of investigation that suggests itself is to trace some 
technical terms of office and fiscal administration from the time 
before Akbar through the Mughal period, down to the British times. 

The Office of Shiqdar 

The earliest reference to this office seems to be in Al- 
Badauni’s Muntakhab-ul-Tawairikh. According to this author, Sultan 
Bahlul Ludi of Delhi in 1479 A.D. appointed Shiqdars (Commission- 
ers, as Ranking translates) in a newly conquered territory in the 
Doab (Ranking’s Badauni, p. 479). 

Qanungo mentions in his life of Sher Shah that Babar also 
appointed Shiqdars and futhermore quotes a passage from the 
Caitanya Caritamrta, which proves the existence of Shiqdars around 
Brndabana during the reign of Sultan Sikandar Ludi. 

Qanungo goes on to say that in Sher Shah’s time each sirkat 
(division) had a chief shiqdar and a chief munsif — -the two heads 
of the military and civil departments respectively. It seems that in 
those days the chief munsif, beside his judicial capacity, was also in 
charge of the revenue system of his sirkar. 

With the reign of Jahangir a change took place, at least in Bengal, 
in the administration of the country. The change was from a mili- 
tary administration to a civil government. In the first year of 
Jahangir’s reign, according to Riyazul Salatin (p, 168, note) a Nazim 
and a Diwan were appointed for Bengal to replace the former office of 
sipasalar of Akbar’s time. 

The Fauzdar however continued as a police officer and magistrate 
in charge of several parganas, and how his office affected the land 
revenue system will be seen from the following extracts, one of which 
is from the Ain-i- Akbar i, to show the underlying idea of revenue 
collection in Mughal times. t ; 

"Whenever a Zemindar, or a collector of the royal oxjagir lands, 
is disobedient, he (the Fauzdar) shall endeavour to bring him back 
to his duty by fair words.” 

The subsequent passages go on, however, to lay down how 
military operations against such refractory and disobedient officers 
should be conducted. 
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‘‘For a service which can be affected by infantry, he shall not 
employ cavalry. He must not be precipitate in attacking a fort but 
encamp his troops beyond the reach of its guns” etc. Even as late 
as 1788 a passage is on record which shows how, in some parts of 
I ndia at least, the revenue had to be raised by the central government 
by sheer military force, 

“Within a mile of the town Lissari I met with Fatehsingh’s army, 
consisting chiefly of horse which collected the revenue from the 
district and the Cathyware (Kathiawad ?) country. I understand that 
Fatehsingh sends yearly an army of 20,000 horse to the inland 
districts, without which he could not obtain { a single Calami (Dr. 
Hove, quoted in Whitworth’s Anglo-Indian Dictionary). 

It seems clear however that Bengal, even Western Bengal, with 
the exception of the border principalities of Bisnupur and Birbhum, 
in the eighteenth century, had become fairly normal as far as 
civil administration was concerned. While we hear of Pauzdars for 
most of the sections in Western Bengal — Mir Kasim had even appoint- 
ed one for Birbhum— the separation between executive and military 
government on the one hand, and civil government entrusted with 
finance and revenue on the other, was fairly clear cut and consistent, 

In Siva Ratan Mitra’s Types of Early Bengali Prose, we have 
the Shiqdar clearly mentioned as a fiscal officer, together with the 
Karkun . These two, the Shiqdar and the Karkun % were in charge of 
the revenue department in each pargana, In the majority of cases 
both officers were Bengalees, usually Brahmins, 

The papers showing this state of things range in date from 1707- 
1786 A.D. and relate to the following parganas, or smaller units, 
all in or around Birbhum : — Zayanjal, Ekbarshahi, Khatanga, Taluk 
Alinagar, Taluk Purandarpur. It is not clear whether these two 
taluks were in a class, as far as land tenure goes, different from 
the parganas, nor does this question concern us here. 

The earliest of these records is the copy of a sanad made out by 
Raja Asadullah Khan of Birbhum (1697-1718 A.D,) who is styled 
Diwan Sahib , however, from the year 1707 A.D. 

The Sanad is addressed to Vaikuntharam Datta, Siqdar y and 
Madhusudan Sarma,’ Karkun % and deals with 10 big has of land in 
the Pargana of Khatanga, of which these two officials must have 
been in charge. (See Mitra, p, $4)* 

This goes to prove that the Siqdars had become revenue officers 
before Murshid Ali Khan’s revenue reforms in 1722 a,d* 
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Zamindars 

If our analysis were extended to the term and office of Zamindars 
we would find that the term and office underwent similar changes 
during the centuries, 

Some writers have held that Zamindars originally were revenue 
officers, or tax collectors, pure and simple. This might have been 
the interpretation and meaning of the word as taken by the central 
government in the Muhammadan times. The actual practice, especially 
in the outlying districts of Bengal, In border principalities like Bisnu- 
pur, Birbhum, etc, even then was however quite different 

Here the Muhammadan fiscal ideal, as developed in upper India, 
came at once In conflict with Hindu tradition and practice of the 
centuries. 

Especially in Western Bengal, the Hindu Zamindar always had 
been, or had tended to become, a hereditary landholder with grow- 
ing administrative and judiciary powers, a semi-independent ruling 
chief. Slier Shah seems to have appointed or confirmed such 
semi-independent chiefs in certain principalities on the frontier of 
the empire, to keep In check the surrounding hill tribes of the present 
Santa! Parganas and of the Chota Nagpur region. 

* The Aih-i-Akbari mentions Zamindary troops, which must have 
been Levies raised by the different sirkars of the empire not so much 
by imperial officers as by the local Zamindars. These Levies did 
hardly form a part of the regular Mughal army. 

Whether these Zamindars of Akbar’s time were considered an 
integral part of the fiscal system of the * empire is not clear. The 
empire found them in existence, and dealt with them in the best way 
it could, not always gently, as they were not always willing to act as 
revenue officers of the empire, but rather preferred to keep the 
revenues of their territories for their own uses. 

In Jahangir* s time we find a deputy of the Nazim of Bengal going 
out in the Interior to chastise some Zamindars in Orissa. (Riyazul- 
Salatin, p. xS8), 

As the Zamindars mentioned by the Riyazul-Salatin during the 
governorship of Azimush Shan, son of Aurangzib (1697-1704), are 
put together with Amirs and Fauzdars , they seem to have been 
considered regular imperial, rather than feudal, dependent revenue 
officers. 

The scene was near Dacca and the passage says, ‘‘The Amirs, 
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Fauzdars and Zamindars, with appropriate contingents drawn from 
their respective mahals, presented themselves before the Prince with 
gifts and tributes, and accompanied the latter in his royal progress” 
(P- 239). 

Azim-us-shan’s rival and successor in the Nizamate of Bengal, 
Murshid Ali Khan, resumed all jagirs in Bengal, giving their former 
holders jagirs in Orissa instead (p. 249). 

How that Nawab treated Zamindars who did not pay up their 
arreas of land-rent is well known. Also here the Riyaz seems to make 
a distinction between two different classes of defaulters. It says : 
<f He used to thrust into this reservoir (of filth) the defaulting Zamin- 
dars and defaulting Collectors of Revenue? The former I think are the 
hereditary Zamindars and the latter more recently appointed officials. 
Such instances could be multiplied by reference to the above authority, 
and to the Tawarik Bangla (Francis Gladwin’s translation) which is a 
real treasure of concise, and at the same time, interesting information, 
to be used of course with care and discrimination. 

The most curious case of how old terminologies are often at 
variance with changed conditions and with actual facts is found 
in Mitra, p. 6r, in a sanad of the year 1782 A.C., made out by the 
Birbhum Raja just a few years before the British instituted the 
present Birbhum District, to the following officials of the Pargana 
Zayanujal 

a*f5%lT*T ft m ft ft fhfon*T ft ft srfSRTCH 

ft cUl^KFf I 

“Mutasuddhiyan mahatmat o amenan hal o hastakabal o cliaudhariyan 
o kanungoyan o zemindaran o talukdaran mostajeran. 

To all these, the sanad announces that some 15 bighas of land 
had been transferred from some certain Sheik to his brother, agree- 
ably to the parwana by the (late) Vedninda (Veda-denying) Muhu ra- 
ni ad Azd Zama Khan, Zamindar of Birbhum. 

Here the term Zemindar is used twice in the same document, 
once for the great landholder of Birbhum (Asad-uI-Zaman Khan 1752- 
1777 was the last real ruler of Birbhum) and then again the same 
term is applied to another sort of Zemindars, classed with all sorts 
of small obscure officials, village headmen and others. 

Also in Birbhum the eighteenth century was a period of uphea- 
vals, a breaking up of the old order of things. The landed property 
of the Birbhum Raj was sold out to various parties, the Rajas of 
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Hetampur becoming its chief successors as Zemindars in western 
Birbhum. Political indiscretion of the more ambitious, resistance to 
the rising British power, internal intrigues and family feuds, incapability 
of the later scions, had their share in bringing about the downfall of 
this dynasty which had once fairly been on its way to political 
leadership in Bengal. 

{To be continued') 

Gottlieb Schanzlin 


The Three Great Philosophers of Kerala* 

I propose to describe here some of the traditions current 
amongst us, regarding the founders of the three theistic systems of 
philosophy, the three venerable figures of divine wisdom, I mean, Pra- 
bhakara Bhatta^ $rl Sankaracarya and Purnaprajna Madhvacarya, 
Regarding the first and the last of these, even traditions are few and 
far between, and consequently very brief notices alone must for the 
present suffice. But something more is possible regarding Sri San- 
karacarya, the most outstanding figure in the whole range of San- 
skrit literature and a name to conjure with for poets and bhaktas and 
philosophers ; and the aspects I propose to describe here this evening 
are not what have often been emphasised by every writer of Hindu 
religion and philosophy, but the peculiarly Malay all traits in the life 
and work of the great seer, 1 mean to set forth here the Malayali 
version of the great seeps life and to briefly dwell on what he has 
done for the material well-being of the Malayali society, and lastly 
to explain the all comprehending, the all including character of the 
superb system of philosophy elaborated by him. Any notice of Sri 
{SaAfcaracarya’s life and activity is itself a topic of absorbing interest 
and the aspects here presented must also be interesting not only for 


* A lecture delivered at Nagpur under the auspices of the Uni- 

versity* 
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this reason but also because these have not yet been emphasised, nor 
have been brought out to the forefront. This then is probably one 
reason why in every notice of the great seer's life and work, nothing 
is said about his contribution to the material well-being of a nation— a 
contribution that is neither mean nor insignificant The popular ignore l 
ance of this aspect, namely that the saintly philosopher and bhakta { 
has also figured as an eminent sociologist, has organised an enduring / 
society of a very beneficent character is my best excuse for including 9 
a reference to this topic also. I propose to deviate from the chrono- 
logical order and deal first with Prabhakara Bhatfca, then with Madhva* 
carya and lastly with Sri Sankaracarya. 

Prabhakara belonged to the Kittolli Mana in Vedanattu-Gramam. 
This family originally belonged to the Panniyur Gramam, but sub- 
sequently migrated from there on account of a religious schism, leading 
to the destruction of the Varahamurti temple at Panniyur, which 
took place in the sixties of the sixth century as a tradition supported 
by the Kaliviicakcmiy cittacalanam , would have it. This explains the 
statement that Prabhakara belonged to the Panniyur sect and besides 
gives the earliest limit of our author. One incident of Prabhakara’s 
school days is handed down by tradition and it may be recounted here. 
His Guru used to be exceedingly severe towards him, and in spite 
of all his efforts he could never win a smile, or nod of appreciation, 
from his teacher. The precocious lad took this attitude on the part 
of the teacher seriously to heart and resolved to murder his Guru* 
ITe got into his house and hid himself there, While he was awaiting 
there an opportune moment to commit the rash deed, he chanced 
to overhear his Guru singing his praises and prophesying that he 
was bound to be the greatest scholar of his day and the stoutest 
opponent of the alien creeds and faiths in the land. It was this 
conviction of his, he was telling his wife, that made him unnecessarily 
severe towards him and be such a cruel taskmaster, for thus alone 
he could draw out the best in him and fit him out for the life of 
stress and strain in store for him. This was too much for the Bisya 
to hear, this expression of opinion of his master, and he could contain 
himself no longer. The impulsive lad rushed to the feet of his master, 
and with tears in his eyes made a clean breast of all his wicked designs 
against him. He, then, enquired of his Guru what the prciya&ittani 
was for such a heinous crime, and he was told that he must burn 
himself in a fire made of husk. No sooner was expiatory ' rite an- 
nounced than he prepared himself to undergo the ordeal "The Guru 
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persuaded him to desist, but no amount of persuasion on his part 
would prevent him from his stern resolve. There was the pyre got 
ready, and the lad, all the more brilliant for this his firm resolve, 
jumped into it. Thereupon, as a last measure of rescue, the Guru 
■asked him to glorify the name of Sri Krsna, the greatest of Karma- 
yogins. In obedience to this, the last behest of his teacher, he began 
a Kavya, the Srifcrsnavi/asa, the loveliest of Kavyas, The Lord’s 
name was sufficiently powerful to keep him unscathed in the blazing 
fire ; it only exhausted itself, and the boy shone all the more radiant 
for the ordeal. Having thus washed off his sins, he continued his 
studies with redoubled vigour and gave the utmost satisfaction to his 
.master. The same tradition makes it out that his real name was 
Sukumara, and it is reported that one of the most sacred objects of 
worship in the Kumbalam Sabha Madham was the pair of slippers 
used by this great Acarya. Local legends and traditions are not more 
prolific regarding Prabhakara. 

Before I conclude my notes on Mimamsa, I must make at 
least a passing reference to our subsequent contribution to this 
field of philosophy, and 1 shall confine myself to the notice of one 
.particular family, I mean, the Payyur Patta Mana. This family, 
.familiarly known as Bhatta Mana or Patta Mana, may well be termed 
the central stronghold and the most prominent custodian of this 
Sastra; and naturally so, because it traces its descent from that re- 
doubtable champion of Bhattamata, Mandanamiira, 1 who later 
subscribed to the Advaita creed under the overpowering logic and 
brilliant eloquence of Sri Sankaracarya. About a thousand years 
after the time of Prabhakara, i.e., about the 16th century, Bhatta Mana 
came out into the full limelight of scholarly eminence and was able 
to count amongst the children well nigh a dozen of first rate scholars. ' 
Bsi, Sankara and Bhavadasa were brothers, of whom only the eldest, 
Bsi, following the local custom, married, and through his wife Gauri 
begot eight sons and one daughter. Of these eight children, the 
eldest was Paramesvara who is also known as Mimamsa Cakravarti. 
He is the author of many works, the following being so far" known : 
(i) A commentary called Pradipa on Sahara Bhasya, ( 2 ) A comraen- 


1 Cf. the concluding verses of the commentary on Sphota Siddhi : 
Matidanacaryakrtayo yenadhlyanta krtsnasah/ 
tadvamsyena mayapyesa racitaradhya devatam// 
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I' tary on Mandanamisra’s Sphofca Siddhij (3) A commentary on Kasika; 

(4) A brief commentary on Jaimini, called Mimamsasutrarthasamgraham; 

(5) A commentary on Nltitattvavirbhava of Cidananta ; and (6) A 
commentary on Tattvabindu, called Tattvabhavana. This Paramesvara 
is, be it noted, a disciple of Sankara and Bhavadasa, uncles or Appans, 

i as they are called here. Another brother is Narayana, who is the author 

jj of a commentary on Mandanamisra’s Bhavaviveka and Vibhrama- 

| viveka. Still another brother is a Vasudeva who is the author of a 


number of works, of which the following are now known : (1) Devl- 
caritam, a Yamaka Kavya, in praise of his family patron goddess; 
(2) Satyatapah, Katha dealing with the story of Satyatapas, or Maharsi, 
one of the ancestors of the family; (3) ^ivodayam, dealing with the 
life of himself and his eight brothers ; (4) Acyutallla, a kavya 
in praise of his family deity, Sri Krsna ; (5) Kaumarilayuktimala, 
being a narrative of the principles as maintained in the arguments of 
Kumarila in his MlmSmsavarttika. Bhavadasa, one of their uncles, 
is the author of a commentary on the Kalpasutras, while Visnu, another 
member of the family, is the author of a work known as Nyayatattva- 
samgraham, and a cousin of Narayana commented upon it ; he is 
also the author of a tika, a commentary on Kumarila ^lokavarttika. 
Again another Narayana, a son of Visnu, is the author of a commen- 
tary, called Visamagranthabhedikafcika, on Mandana’s Bhavanaviveka. 
The eight brothers, the two uncles, and the two cousins lived in the 
same age and naturally gave great lustre to the family. It needs 
scarcely be said that these brothers and cousins were not unworthy 
successors of their glorious progenitor. 

The only sister of the eight brothers was also not void of her 
greatness; for her son is the great Meppatur Narayana Bhattatlri, one 
of the greatest poets and grammarians of Kerala. While a detailed 
notice of this author I must reserve for another occasion I must pre- 
force refer to an interesting anecdote. It was the custom amongst 
the brothers for all of them to meet together on the anniversary day 
of their beloved father, and it was a convention amongst them that 
they must each produce an original Gastric work, before they could 
take part in the ceremony. Our poet also used to attend this meet- 
ing of the brothers, and on one occasion he placed before them a 
work, known as Bhutidharanakhandanam and presented it to the 
brothers. Before the brothers would proceed to the performance of 
their parent’s ^raddha ceremony, they sat down and controverted 
every one of. the arguments brought forward -by Bhattatlri, . They 


118 1111 
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convinced him, and he was forced to destroy his treatise. Whatever 
be the truth of this tradition, one thing is certain, and that is, that 
Bhattatiri was not only a follower of the Bhafcta school, but is pro- 
bably the only original Malayali writer on this school of Mlmamsa 
Darsana after his uncles. He is the author of the M ana part of the 
work Manameyodaya, while Meya was written by another Narayana 
Bhusura, a protege of the Zamorin, Manaveda of Calicut, who lived 
towards the latter half of the 17th century. This work is an impor- 
tant treatise in support of the Bhatta school, and is quoted as an 
authority. One more work on this school of philosophy also is avail- 
able, ascribed to a Malayali, and that is a treatise of the nature of 
a commentary on the Murari school of Mlmamsa by a Nambutlripad, 
belonging to the famous Kutallur Mana. No further details about 
the work and its author are available. 

Other than these and the works of Prabhakara, our land has not 
produced any contribution to develop the Miraatnsa Darsana, at least 
so far as is now available. This may appear at first strange, especially 
when it is remembered that our land has produced a number of 
scholars in other branches of Sanskrit learning. It is possible that 
some works may yet be discovered, but even then our contribution 
in this field must necessarily be small, because of our innate and 
natural respect for the old and the traditional in all religious matters. 
In concluding this subject, I have only to state that the existence, 
side by side, of the two schools of Mlmamsa philosophy has coloured 
the Srauta and Smarta rites of the Nambutiri Brahmins to an 
appreciable extent, and this deserves yet to be estimated. This is the 
least explored of the branches of enquiry that our land opens out 
to the research student, and since its enquiry is bound to be interesting 
it invites a number of scholars for its exploration. 

Coming to the Dvaita school of philosophy, its founder is Pfirna- 
v/'fwaj&a Madhvacarya, a name which is rightly held in great esteem 
by a large section of Hindus. The son of Madhyageha Bhattacarya, 
Vasudeva — this was the real name of the Acarya — was born in the 
year 4300 K.E.i.e., in or about .1198 A.D. at Pajakaksetra, near Udipi, 
through the grace of the Lord enshrined in that seat of religion. 
His Upanayana ceremony was celebrated in his eighth year, and he 
was educated by a Brahmin teacher, belonging to the family of Kavun- 
gumtottam. Naturally endowed with a religious turn of mind, he 
left his home in his eleventh year and, repairing to the sacred shrine 
of Rajatapidha at Udipi, became the disciple of the venerable sage 
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£rl Acyuta Preksacarya. Not long after, with the due permisson of 
Ms parents, he accepted Sannyasa from him, and in course of time 
became raised to the stage of a Paramahamsa and studied 
meanwhile the Vedas, the Vedangas and the various Kalas. Thus 
his native genius became well endowed with sastric learning and 
richly developed by religious training, which eminently fitted him 
for reforming the Hindu religion, so as to make it appeal to the 
multitude. It was while his Guru was expounding Srimad Bhaga- 
vatam that Vasudeva Paramahamsa, now called Madhvacarya, first 
showed in public his original views. On that occasion, he put forth 
an exposion of the text as original as it was independent, and sup- 
ported it with a wealth of arguments that could not be overcome. 
His views were naturally accepted by his Guru and his Sisyas, and 
these acclaimed him as a religious leader. Better known thereafter 
as Purnaprajha, literally filled with true knowledge , he made a tour all 
over India, announcing his view of religion and philosophy and gain- 
ing new converts everywhere. On his return, he wrote a Gita-Bhasya 
from the Dvaita point of view, and then repaired to Badari for a 
course of penance. The result of his stay there was the production 
of a Sutra Bhasya and Bharatartha-prakasika, which he completed 
after his return to UdipL It was again during one of his tours 
that he came across Trivikrama Panditacarya, the then redoubtable 
champion of the Advaita school, and converted him to maintain and 
uphold his new philosophy. Besides Trivikrama, he had a number 
of disciples of no mean attainments. All these he ordained as Para- 
mahamsas and assigned them each to a particular temple founded 
by him to propagate his tenets. Another aspect of the great seeris 
activity consisted in founding a number of temples and in elaborat- 
ing a new code of temple rituals, in which the Tantric and Mantric 
codes were harmoniously blended together. Having thus discharged 
his mission in life, he laid down his mortal coil at Udipi in 5278 
KJE, 

This in a nutshell is the information that I have been able to get 
regarding the seer Purnaprajna Madhvacarya. Considering his life 
and work, one is inclined to find in him not an intellectual giant, 
evolving a new philosophy, to serve as the sheet anchor for the Hindu 
religion, but a lovable personality of a lofty type, evolving a philosp? 
phlcal religion of a particular character, intended not to satisfy the 
superior intellingentia but the ordinary layman, and making his appe 
not so much to reason as to emotion, Prabfaikara's wot 
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only to a particular class of people, the Brahmins ; though Sri San- 
karacarya excluded none from his cult, it appealed only to the higher 
intellectual circle and practically affected only those who had 
Vedanta-vicara by birth-right. Consequently, these revivals did not 
affect the vast majority of ordinary Hindus, and they were none the 
better off for them. These do not help the ordinary man to see and 
feel religion, do not supply him with a personal god to satisfy the 
natural cravings of the soul for the same ; and no wonder, therefore, 
that the systematised teachings of Purva-Mimamsa, as expounded by 
Prabhakara, and those of Uttar a Mimamsa, as expounded by Sankara, 
both alike failed to make the necessary religious appeal to the seething 
multitude, on whom the impression of the Buddhistic and Jainistic 
tenets was still afresh. It was time therefore that some reformation 
was introduced into the practical religion of the masses— -a work which 
fell to the lot of Madhvacarya to achieve. He categorically enunci-^ 
ated a personal God, and thus helped to satisfy the natural cravings 
of ail ; raised up temples and elaborated a code of temple rituals 
which was the result of the harmonious fusion of the Mantric and 
Tantric rites, and which, to the ordinary man, was as grand as it was 
solemn ; he threw open the doors of salvation to all alike by insisting 
jbn Sraddha and Bhakti as instruments thereof ; and finally supported 
the edifice of his new cult by postulating a new philosophy. Easy 
to understand, easy to practice and potent in its appeal, this new cult 
soon became popular amongst a considerable section of Hindus, to 
whom a blind orthodoxy denied the privileges of Vedic rituals and 
Vedantic lore, It will thus be seen that Madhvacarya’s work con- 
sisted in supplying a systematised religion to the average Hindus. 

In other words, then, while Prabhakara Guru and Srl ^ankaracarya 
v^aved Hinduism, Madhvacarya saved a large section of Hindus falling 

y from it. The cult propagated by him may, therefore, be charac- 
terised as being the natural and legitimate supplement to the work 
^of his great predecessor— a cult which in character and tone is more 
religious than philosophical. 

We have already referred to Tnvikrama Pan(|itacarya, one of 
the greatest disciples of Madhvacarya, and a passing reference to 
this author cannot be out of place in this context, especially because 
them is a concensus of local tradition that this school was supplied 
with its concrete gastric basis through the writings of this disciple. 
This Nambutlri Brahmin, better known as Kavu Bhattatlri, is a dis- 
tinguished scion of Kavu Mana, one of the well known arist ocratic 
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families of North Malabar. He was originally a staunch Advaitavadin 
and in the flush of bis sastric proficiency, he went to see the great 
seer with the evident purpose of arguing with him and squashing 
his new system of philosophy. Madhvacarya soon divined his .ulterior 
motives and accordingly brought forward an opportunity to start 
discussion. Glad of the opportunity, he soon began his discussion, 
but found the seer more than a match for all his learning and Sastric 
grit. The discussion went on unabated for fifteen days, and at last 
Trivikramacarya had to yield to Madhvacarya, and embrace his creed. 
Possessed of a high order of intelligence and a higher order 
of sastric attainments, this new convert became the pet disciple of 
the master and the chief spokesman of this school. The result was 
that while the seer contented himself with outlining his system, it 
was the great Trivikrama who developed and elaborated his master’s 
creed, and raised it to a position of sastric equality with the Advaita 
philosophy. It will thus be seen that Kavu Bhattatiri, as he is popu- 
larly called, occupies in this school the same position that Suresvara 
occupies in the system of Advaita philosophy. He is, therefore, looked 
upon as the sastrakara of the Dvaita school, one of the most impor- 
tant of his works being Tattvapradlpa, and is naturally treated with 
as much respect as the founder himself Is. 

One more feature I wish to notice here — a feature noticeable in 
the family of Trivikramacarya. Kavu Mana, as it is known, follows 
even to-day both the Advaita and the Dvaita schools of philosophy. 
When the members of the family are in the Vatikkini, or the nor- 
thern wing of the house, they are Dvaitas and they strictly conform 
to the code of conduct laid down for the Dvaitas, while elsewere in 
the house they are Advaitas. This is something very unique, and 
could be seen only in our land. It is said that from the nor" 
them wing of this house north-wards to the end of Kerala, Dvaitism 
predominates ; it is practically the only creed available. Thus this, 
house is the meeting place of both Advaita and Dvaita, and nowhere 
is the difference between these schools more distinctly seen than here. 
It is also significant to point out that the two schools have here a 
common meeting ground and this, therefore, is a further confirmation 
of the fact that the Dvaita school is but a necessary s upplement to 
the Advaita school. A local study in the place of its origin and the 
traditions of this unique family, I mean Kavu Mana, will help us to 
a considerable extent to reconstruct the environments in which this 
seer spent his life and had his being. But these I must preforce leave 
nF.r.F.M'RTT.B. town »-> 
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to take up on a future occasion. V/ With these cursory words, I shall 
pass on to one of the greatest of world’s philosophers, I mean Sri Sah- 
karacarabhagavatpadacarya to briefly glance at his life and work. 

The Malayalis have their own version of the life of the seer 
of divine wisdom. I have also been able in the course of my archaeo- 
logical researches to come across a small Kavya, called *$ahkara- 
carya-Caritam\ embodying the Malayali version. The work is written 
by one Govindanatha Yati, probably a Sannyasin, but decidedly a 
Malayali. He may probably be identified with the Govindanatha of 
Karikat gramam , the disciple of Rama Warriar, who has written the 
Yamaka-Kavya-Gaurikalyana. There is in it neither the frenzied 
flight of imagination, nor the pompous exaggeration, but it is charac- 
terised by a native simplicity, which fits but too well with the greatness 
of the theme. The contents of the work are, in the words of the author, 
as follows : — 

nibandhanam idam punyam adhyayanavakanvitam/ 
karomi yativaryasya nidesam sanuipasritah/ 
kathasamksepa evadye dvitiye’ dhyaya udbhavah/ 
trtlye vyasasallapas turye praksisyasambhavah/ 
suresvarasya sisyasya sannyasah pailcame tatah / 
sasthe tu hastamalakatrotakabhikhyasisyayoh/ 
saptame muktidayinyah kancya mahatmyaklrtanam/ 
ramesvarakathakhyanam sarvapapaharam tatah/ 
sarvajnananidhes tasya feiikaracaryayoginah/ 
navame paramanandasayujyam anuvarnitam/ 

In the contents of the work, as also in the general tone, 
the author has preserved an epic style. The date of the work and the 
details of the author are not yet available. But from the general 
tenor of the composition, one inclines to assign it to not later than 
the 17th century. - . 

The revered Jagat Guru was born of a devout couple, originally 
hailing from the Panniyur Gramam 1 and then living at Kalati on 
the banks of the Always River. Then 

sevyamano mahadcvas tabhyam bibhrad dvijakrtim/ 
atmanam darsayamasa tasmai svapne kadacana/ 

. him ivam vafichasi vipreti suprsthena dvijanmana/ 
kaipksami putram ity ukta§ Sambhuh provaca tam tada / 

1 Vide the statement in Sivarahasyam 

‘Kerala felalagrame viprapatnyam madatpsajah'— iti. 
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putram sarvagunopetam ekam sarvajnam eva va/ 
aplcchasi bahun putran viparltan mahlsura/ 
evam ukto mahldevas tam dvijam punar abravlt/ 
aliam vanchami sarvajnam putram ekam gunakaram / 

Ittham ukto babhase tam dvijaveso maheSvarah/ 
tathaivastu suto dhfman sarva jnas tava bhasura / 
tvam gacclia grham ity ukta starasa pratibudhya sah/ 
svapriyam vlpravaryas tam svapnavrttantam abravid/— -iti. 

It will thus be seen that the blessed Sankara was born under 
divine auspices and under divine inspiration. He lost his father 
before he was five years old, and he conducted the firaddha ceremony 
of his father, as does every Nambutlri now, for a year, and then had 
his Upanayana ceremony performed. After this he devoted himself 
Ao the study of Sanskrit literature, both religious and secular, till his 
1 6 th year, and it is only after this that he left his native land and 
went to Benares to get himself ordained. According to our tradition, 
and as recorded in this work, the great seer had his complete 
education in the land of his birth and had the stable foundations of his 


wonderful intellectual attainments laid in Kerala. Again, our tradi- 
tion makes it out that the great spiritual leader came back to his 
native land to lay down his mortal remains. After ascending the 
Sarvajnapldham at Kan cl and after worshipping at the holy shrine 
at Ramesvaram, he turned his steps to his native land. Here the 
seer of divine wisdom saw that his end was near and gladly prepared 
himself for the inevitable. I shall not better describe the last moments 
of the Revered Guru than in the words of the author : 

mahanubhavah svaih sisyaih pratasthe sankaras tatah/ 
tatah ksetrani punyani tfrthani ca nisevya sah/ 
kramena sisyasamyuktah vrsacalam avaptavan / 
tatra daksinakailase nivasann ekada guruh / 
jnatva nijasarirantam sahasisyaih prasannadhih / 
kasare pascime snatva natva tatratyam Isvaram / 
snmulasthanam asadya cakre tasya pradaksinam/ 
gopurenantar avisya krsnam natva yatisvarah/ 
vahanendram purarateh gatva vrsabham anamat/ 
keralavanikartaram hartaram sarvabhubhrtam/ 
so’namat bhargavam ramam nrnam avanatatparam / 
nrttam bhagavatah §ambhor natva nataphanl^varam/ 
uttaresam umakantam parvatlm ca vinayakam/ 
yathavad vandanam krtva mandapesu nanama sah / 





686 THE THREE GREAT PHILOSOPHERS OF KERALA 

bahuni stotraraukhyani devatritayavandane/ 
cakre srlsankaracaryah bhrsaip bhaktlsamanvitali/ 

yadakarsam aham papam tat sarvam hara ! samhara/ 
devatrayam iti stutva bhasamanam vrsacale/ 
sisyaih saha mahayogi pradese fcutracid guruh / 
nivistah suprasannatma sarvam apadamurdhajam / 
yathavat cintayamasa vaisnavam rupara adarat / 

yivesa paramanandam bhanubimbantarasthitam/ 

It will be clear from the above quotation that the Jagat Guru 
spent his last moments in the sacred temple at Trichur, and his re- 
mains are deposited in the spacious Matilakam of this temple, the 
exact site being marked out for posterity by the erection of flat* carry- 
ing the symbols of Mahavisnu and this version is supported also by a 
persistent tradition. This view is again borne out by a piece of in- 
direct evidence, Paramesvara of the Payyur Mana, we have already 
referred to, says that his family is descended from Mandana Mi&ra, 
or SureSvara, as he 'is called in later life. The presence of SureSvara’s 
family near Trichur lends additional weight to the view set forth, 
above. And the holy presence of the mortal remains of the venerable 
Jagat Guru is probably the main reason why this temple has come 
to be regarded as one of the most important in all Kerala, 

For the rest, our version does not materially differ from that of 
others, except in this that three out of his four principal disciples are 
Keraliyas, Padmapada being a Nambuttri Brahmin, belonging to 
Alattur Grama, Visnusarma by name. I shall not further dilate on 
this topic, but shall conclude with the statement that the Jagat Guru 
was a subject of the kingdom ruled over by the Perumpafcappu 
Svarupam, the present Cochin Royal family, and that the king at 
the time of the seer was Rajaraja according to our author, who before 
long was succeeded by Rajasekhara, the great poet and dramatist and 
the contemporary of the Revered Seer, 

One particular incident in the life of the Jagat Guru I cannot help 
referring to here, especially because that gave him the opportunity to 
v interfere in the social order of the Malayalis which is probably the 
gh m °st ^que of its kind. The incident I have in mind is the crema- 
f» tion bis beloved mother, Branded as a revolutionary for his new 
Jr philosophy, Sahkaracarya at this time was not very popular amongst 
the local leaders, with their love for the old and traditional Nafu- 
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rally, therefore, they did not co-operate with him and help him to 
give a proper and religious cremation to his mother. He was thus 
forced to do it all by himself and in his own way. This was one 
reason which turned him to evolve a new social organisation for 
Kerala. It might also be that he addressed himself to this work, 
because he was probably one of those who believed that a nation’s 
spiritual advancement directly depended upon its material prosperity 
a nd that the true and genuine philosopher must not merely lay down 
rules for the former, but try to ensure the latter also ; and the parti- 
cular incident gave the needed oportunity. . Naturally, therefore, 
ke took up this work and did it in the superb way, so characteristic 
of himself. That a philosopher of his intellectual calibre, that a 


seer of his divine wisdom, that a Bhakta of his spiritual attainments, 
always steeped in the visions of the supreme Godhead, should have 
turned his attention to the work of recasting and reorganising a 
social edifice, may at first appear incongruous. But it deserves to be 
remembered that it is not given to all to found a beneficent 
and enduring social edifice; it requires the true vision of a philoso- 
pher, and it is possible only for spiritual authorities like the revered 
Sankara to do it. Whatever be the motive, whatever be the incon- 
gruity, there is a unique social edifice set up by the revered Jagat 
Guru in the land of his birth — a social edifice with its numerous 
Anacarams, as they are called, with its numerous rules and regula- 
tions to guide mutual social relations, which are radically different 
from those obtaining in Hindu societies elsewhere and which, there- 
fore, stands unique by itself. And it is this edifice that is directly 
re5 p 0 nsibie for all the achievements of the Malayalis. The founding 
of this new social order, a grateful nation has commemorated by 
founding an era, the Kolia Varsa, which starts from the date expressed, 
in the chronogram ‘ Acaryavagabhedyah ’. 

^The few historical peeps that we get of Kerala lead us to presume 
that the period of the Jagat Guru was a period of great religious 
turmoil and unrest in the land and that the society stood in need of an 
eminent social legislator, The popular religion of the land. Buddhism, 
was in the first place shaken by the incoming of Jainism and when, 
prabhakara, the brilliant exponent and vigorous, champion of 


p, e 'Mimamsa Darsana came, these faiths were suppressed, and 


the superiority of Hinduism again asserted. Religion colours 
very g reat extent the social life of the individual, and it. is 


in. India, the land of religions and philosoj 
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easy to change one’s religion, it is not generally easy to change one’s 
social customs and manners. When the venerable Adi Guru appeared 
on the scene, the prevailing religion of the land was Hinduism. But it 
may legitimately be supposed that the social life of the mass must 
have been not only not full of non-Hindu elements, but also must 
have been charactrised by a host of divergent faiths and cults, forms 
and rituals, customs and manners. And these, it is also likely, 
must have been accentuated through the presence of even non-Hindu 
religions prevalent in the land, namely Christanity, Judaism and 
even Muhammadanism. The influence of so many religions, indigenous 
and foreign, each colouring the social life of the masses in its own 
way, must necessarily have produced a very confused and complex 
social order. 

The confusion caused by the presence of a diversity of faiths and 
creeds was only enhanced by the existence of a number of castes and 
sects and sub-sects even within the orthodox fold, composed of even 
different racial elements. The result is that the orthodox Hindu fold 
of Kerala is composed of at least two different races, the Aryans 
and the Dravidians, the former comprising the high-caste Hindus 
and the latter, the lower orders, including the untouchables and 
unapproachables. These three distinct layers are : (i) the Nambutiris 
or the priestly hierarchy which developed into the wealthy aristocracy, 
apparently exclusive by nature $ (2) the Nairs, the old military 

hierarchy, later grown into the wealthy middle class, and (3) the 
unapproachables, the conquered race, the original indigenous sons 
of the soil who occupy the lowest rung of the social ladder. Between 
these three district layers stand the intermediate sects, the 
Amhalavisis between the first two, and the professional castes between 
the last two. And all these sects, the main ones and the intermediate 
ones, are found again divided up into a number of sub-sects — probably 
each has as many as 18 sub-divisions with characteristic differences 
in their social and socio-religious practices.. Add to this also the 
Kfalriya element, surviving in the branch now known as Tirupads 
and in the royal families of Kerala. It will thus be seen that we have 
a diversity of sects and sub-sects, and this suggests some original 
diversity, racial or religious or professional, the low-caste Hindus 
bespeaking a racial difference, the Ambalavasis, a religious one, and 
the sects below the Nairs. a professional one. 

Enough now has been said to show that profuse was the diver- 
sity prevailing within the orthodox society in the land, and the 
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period of the venerable Jagat Guru which witnessed a general unsett- 
ling of religions and faiths and philosophies was a period, when there 
was a great necessity and abundant scope for a complete reconstruc- 
tion of the social edifice. The complete conversion of even those 
professing non-Hindu religions, their assignment to certain fixed 
places in the reformed orthodox Hindu fold, the laying down 
of rules and regulations to govern the social and socio-religious prac- 
tices and relations of the various elements constituting the society 
of old — in other words, the reformation and the re-organisation of the 
complex, confused and heterogenous theistic society into an ordered, 
interrelated and homogenous whole with the proper safeguards to 
maintain the purity of the racial elements possessing a higher 
culture and to afford opportunity to the lower stock to ade- 
quately benefit by the presence of a higher cultured race*— such in 
brief is the work achieved by, and ascribed to, the venerable seer, 
!§rl Sankarabhagavadpadacarya, a work the execution of which was 
characterised by the vision of a profound sociologist, moved by 
a dynamic desire to raise society to a higher and nobler state of exis- 
vtence, mental, moral and spiritual. 

This is not the place to go into further details about the peculiar- 
ities of our society, especially because I have already referred to a 
few of these in a previous context The social structure obtaining 
in our land is entirely different from the same obtaining elsewere, 
so much so that paradesis have styled our land the land of An- 
acarams, Of the 64 rules laid down for the conduct of Hindu so- 
cieties, our Hindu brethren elsewhere have sixty acarams, and four 
anacarams, whereas we have, in their eyes, 60 anacarams, and lour 
acarams. This, I believe, will make sufficiently clear the wonderful 
originality of our social organisation, as much as it does our great 
difference in social life, as compared with our Hindu brethren elsewhere. 
Among the numerous beneficient results, I shall here refer to some. 
The first is the sense of exuberant religious toleration and the com- 
plete absence of religious bias and prejudice. The second, no less 
important, is the elevation of the non-Brahminical castes to a posi- 
tion of cultural and intellectual superiority with the Brahmins, 
A statistical survey of original authors amongst us, whether it be 
in the field of Sanskrit or Vernacular, will reveal the astounding 
fact that the majority of them are non-Brahmins, which eloquently 
proves that the Nambutlri Brahmin, often styled as orthodox, 
bigotted and selfish was different from his compeer elsewhere 
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in India. The third is the creation of a leisure class amongst all 
sects and creeds, with cultural capacities and with opportunities for 
developing its culture. The fourth result has been to ensure a per- 
manency of wealth, which held out to one and all an adequate supply 
of all the necessaries of life, and which tended to give the land a 
stable prosperity. 

I have in the preceding section explained that the revered Jagat 
Guru was not a mere visionary philosopher, dealing in abstruse theories, 
but also a man of the world and of an eminently practical nature. The 
practicality of the seer that is seen in organising a beneficent social 
edifice for the material well-being of the people of his fatherland is 
also to be found in a perceptible degree in the elaboration of a 
system of philosophy for the spiritual well-being of the human 
race. 

■ The one peculiar aspect of this philosophy, the most fundamental, 
as appears to me, a layman in the field, is that every Hindu cult and 
creed, every Hindu ritual aud practice has, and if need be can have, 
a recognised place in Sankara’s system. The various gods and god- 
desses of the Hindu pantheon, both Saivite and Vaisnavite, the various 
religious rites and practices, Vedic, Tantric and Mantric, have all 
a fixed and allotted place in the system of philosophy elabo- 
rated by the Revered Guru, and in accepting this philosophy there 
is no need for anyone to change or give up one’s favourite personal 
gods, and favourite religious practices. So comprehensive has been 
this system that even the historically later school of Visistadvalta and 
Dvaita can find comfortable berths reserved for them. This school, 
therefore, appears to be one of the widest, the most accommodative, 
the most comprehensive, and consequently the most assimilative/ 
of all systems of philosophy ever devised by the genius of a man 
for the spiritual betterment of mankind. And this aspect has 
come to stamp itself on the system elaborated by the revered 
Sankara as a result of the enviroments, religious and social The 
seer sees and accepts the diversity apparent in the world, but 
searches for, and finally postulates, a fundamental unity underlying 
all this diversity, and, therefore, maintains that the God-soul and the 
man-soul, the universal soul and the individual soul, are one and 
the same. He realises the transitoriness of every material and temporal 
phenomenon and sees absolute permanency only in the supreme God- 
head, and, therefore, maintains that there is only one thing that is 
always true in the whole universe, and that is the supreme Godhead, 
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Everything else, everything other than the supreme Godhead is 
characterised by Mitkyatvam. But this, be it noted, is a qualified 
Mithyatvam , for he maintains a Vyavaharikanityatvam for the world 
and its phenomena. In other words, while he claims absolute Nitya- 
tvam only for the supreme, soul, he willingly assigns relative Nitya- 
tvam to the world and its phenomena and this relative Nityatvam 
continues to exist for one and all of us, so long as we are not blessed 
with the true ffiana. Thus, until this moment— the supreme moment 
in the life of the individual, when he becomes blessed with the true 
knowledge, the whole world is real and permanent, and we have to 
conduct ourselves as such. It is this aspect of his philosophy, that 
has given it its all-comprehending nature. 

This all-comprehending, all-including character of the philosophy, 
elaborated by the revered seer which definitely tends to absorb all 
sorts of differences between various creeds and faiths, cults and 
practices, is given expression to in an eloquent measure in the 
life led by the noble seer. Himself a Jlvanmukta, yet to set an 
example to the less fortunate, he appears to have visited every 
place of worship by which he ever happened to pass, whether the 
shrine be dedicated to Siva or Visnu or Bhagavati. Though his 
personal God was £iva, yet every temple, at least in Kerala, coming 
down from that remote antiquity does even to-day cherish some sweet 
memories of the holy presence of the divine seer in keeping up a 
particular festival or particular ritual, or in chanting a particular 
hymn of praise, associated with the seer. The revered seer was the 
highest fnam, the seer and knower of the absolute truth, the truth 
divine, and as such, was practically above all rites and rituals yet 
he is said to have participated, not passively but actively, in all kinds 
of rituals, Tantric and Mantric, as the occasion demanded, even 
though his natural predilections were in favour of the Vedic type. 
Preaching and elaborating a system of philosophy, which insists on 
Jnana as' the sole means of Moksa, he is at the same time the author 
of the treatise, Prapancasaram, which is even to-day the highest, 
the standard and the most authoritative text-book on Mantric 
rituals. In his system of philosophy he postulales a Nirguna Brahtm, 
and yet he always is an upasaka- of the Saguna Brahma , elaborated 
and conceived in thousand forms. Ever and anon falling into 
Samadhi, the vision beatific, the vision of the supreme . Godhead in 
all its naked truth and glory, he is the ever awake bhakta pouring 
out, from the inexhaustible fountain of his heart, garlands after 
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garlands of devotional hymns which do not appear to have even 
been rivalled for the ease and elegance of language, for the simpli- 
city and beauty of diction, for the general poetry and sweetness 
of expression, for the boldness and originality of poetic conception 
and the loftiness and profoundity of ideas. Himself a Brahmin 
of the highest social status in Kerala — for he belonged to one 
of the Asihagrakattil Adkyans — he was ever - ready to respect and 
honour the veriest Candala, not to speak of a $udra, an aspect that 
is beautifully illustrated in his sweet hymn of praise Mamsa Paficaka ; 
knowledge, true knowledge, was the sole and only basis of greatness 
and not the artificial status given by birth in a superior caste, and 
consequently the Sudra Vidura, the caste-less Nanda, and the down- 
trodden Candala— these arrest his attention and elicit his encomium. 
His was a heart filled with the milk of human kindness, and the 
never failing stream flowed on to all human beings, nay to all life. 
It was this more than anything else that enabled him, in spite of 
his being always absorbed in the spiritual world, to see and know 
the world so minutely as he has done which Is so abundantly 
illustrated by his very brilliant poem, the Mokamudgaram . He 

is thus as much of this world as he is of the other world, as much 
in this world as he is out of it, as much a practical man as he is 
a theoretical philosopher.* Here, then, is a practical religionist, 
a visionary philosopher, a devout Bhakta, all combined in one* — a sup- 
remely unique combination. He is at the same time the highest type 
of Karma Yogin, the highest type of Juana Yogin, all fused into one. 
Naturally, therefore, in embracing Sankara's philosophy, there 
Is no need for any one to cast off one’s favourite gods and creeds and 
rituals. Unalloyed devotion i.e., Bhakti, to one’s personal God, the 
due discharge of one^s religious duties and observances, the proper 
performance of one’s Upasanas, with all the elaboration of Vaidic 
or Tantric or Mantric rituals, these are not only tolerated, but are 
laid down as an essential necessity, to give the person bound spiritual- 
wise, the requisite mental purity, which Is a necessary prelude for 
the realisation of the true Juana, embodied in the expression,- TA T- 
7 VAMASlj in the wake of which follows moksa or final beatitude. 
The Vaisnavites, the Saivites and the fSakteyas, the Mlmatnsakas, 
the Visistadvaitas and the Dvaitas, the Vaidikas, the Tantrikas and 
the Mantrikas, all these and others yet to come, irrespective of their 
faith or creed or practice, have a place in the wonderful comprehensive 
system of philosophy, evolved and perfected by the revered Sankara, 

K, R. PlSHAROTI 



A Bell-Oapital from Bhuvanesvara 

Lying beside the tank to the west of the temple of Ramesvara 
at Bhuvanesvara is a bell-capital of an early date, which offers 
interesting addition to our knowledge of early art and architecture in 
Orissa. It must have, at one time, adorned the top of a pillar like 
the lats of Asoka, and like the bell-capitals of the same lats it must 
have supported the sculptured figure of some animal, the practice of 
setting up figures of divinities in human form on tops of pillars not 
coming in vogue before the Gupta period. 

The earliest specimen of plastic art In Orissa is the figure of the 
elephant standing guard, as It were, over the edict-bearing rock at 
Dhauli. It is in the imperial style of Asoka, characterized by the 
same naturalism appearing on other examples of Mauryan art, and 
owes its origin to the artistic enthusiasm of Asoka. The rock-cut 
caves of Khandagiri and Udayagiri come next in date, and owe much 
to the initiative of Kharavela, who had marched to Central India and 
Magadha 1 and had been no doubt influenced by the artistic activities 
of those •regions at the time. This is apparent from the influences of 
the Mathura, the North Western and the Central Indian Schools of 
art, recognizable in the sculptyes adorning these caves. 2 To this 
list we may add the capital illustrated herewith, which undoubtedly 
had its' prototype in the Mauryan phase of Perso-Hellenistic art 
developed In Northern India. 

As in the Mauryan, the bell proper of this capital resembles a 
flower in its general shape, the height of this portion being about 3 f \ 
the circumference near the upper bulging area being about ic/5". 
Below the bell Is a frieze 5" high, decorated in relief with the stem of 
a creeper, with the lotus, the lion, the crane and some fabulous animals 
appearing between its meanders. Above the bell is a prominent toms 
about 9" high, curiously decorated, though the profile of the moulding 
is not modified. Between this and the animal sculpture, which must 
have stood above, but which can no longer be traced, is the abacus, 
about 6" high with its edges broken off. The surmounting sculpture 
fitted into the mortise on this abacus is 3s" long x 30" broad. 

1 Cambridge History of India, vol I, pp. 535 * 37 , 6oo, 602* . 
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In spite of its general agreement with the Mauryan capitals, the 
BhuvaneSvara specimen has the following peculiarities : — 

1 It is not of the buff-coloured sandstone of Chunar usually em- 
ployed by the Mauryan artists but of a coarse-grained stone rather 
gray in colour, 

2 Unlike the Mauryan capitals it is not of the same block of stone 
as the animal sculpture which must have stood above it. 

3 Unlike the Mauryan capitals it has a sculptured frieze on its 
lower edge below the petals of the bell. And this frieze consists of a 
meandering creeper somewhat resembling that on the coping of the 
Bharhut rails, the figures in the panels being in an advanced style of 
modelling approaching in feeling for line and sense of movement the 
sculptures on the Mahabodhi rails. 

4. The leaves or petals, which decorate the bells of the 
Mauryan capitals, consist of an arris in the middle enclosed between 
borders of semi-circular cross-section, the inter-spacings at the bottom 
being filled up only by short arrises resembling the pointed ends of 
leaves, while the Bhuvanesvara capital has additional reeds between the 
petals with the ends drawn into points like arrow heads, a form peculiar 
itself. 

5 The torus moulding between the bell and the abacus varies in 
its decoration from the rope pattern appearing in the same place in 
some of the Mauryan capitals. 

These divergences in details of form from the Mauryan prototype 
are to be explained by the desire to be more ornamental due to the 
tastes of a time which discarded the chaste restraint of Mauryan art 
for its plastic attempts. The shaft and capital of the Heliodoros 
column at Besnagar, 1 * the fragments of capitals and shafts of octagonal 
pillars found in excavations of the area west of the A soka pillar at 
Sarnath 3 betray the same taste. Some of the latter, indeed, retain 
a polish but not of the same brilliancy as In accredited specimens of 
Mauryan art. Although we have the last dateable instance of the 
use of the polish in the reign of Dasaratha, the grandson of A soka 3 
and although the Heliodoros column and the Bhuvanesvara capital are 
without polish, we are not quite sure to-day whether its use persisted 
locally at Patna and Sarnath till a later date. Thus the fact of their 
being polished, which is true also of the Yaksa statues of Patna, would 


i Diez, Die Kunst I adieus, p. 12, figs. 3-6. 

% ASIAR, 1914-15. 3 I HQ, Sept, 1927, p. 541, 





A BELL-CAPITAL FROM BHUVANEsVARA 695 

by itself not make the Sarnath fragments dateable in the third century 
B. C. The BhuvaneSvara capital, then, both on account of its charac- 
teristic variations of form and the style of the relief on its lower edge, 
may be said to have been produced during the early centuries b. c. 
subsequent to the Mauryan period when the more ornamental early 
Indian art had been manifesting itself. It probably happened during 
the 1st century B.C. As James Fergusson justly remarks, “ Whatever 
the Hindus copied, was changed, in the course of time, by decorative 
additions and modifications, in accordance with their own tastes/* 1 2 
Incidentally, this capital throws some light on the problem of 
the origins of the Mauryan bell-capital, A Persepolitan origin for this 
had been claimed by James Fergusson, 3 and this view has been 
since modified by Sir John Marshall, 3 who recognized Hellenistic 
workmanship in the well known lion-capital of Sarnath. Mr. Havell, 
however, in his book on "The Himalayas in Indian Art** (ch. L) 4 5 
contends that the design was "nothing more or less than the attempt 
of a foreign craftsman imbued with Hellenic ideas, to represent 
the World Lotus of which the Lake Manasarovara was the centre and 
India itself one of the four great petals”. In support of his view, he 
has drawn up the geographical concepts of the ancient Indians from 
various traditional sources and illustrated his thesis by representations 
of pillars and capitals from the decorated railings of the stupas 
of Sahchi and Bharhut having the abacus or the bell ornamented with 
lotus petals of design other than the Persian. Recently this asser- 
tion has been repeated by "Plotinus” in the Rupam 6 for July-October, 
1928, in a review of Rai Bahadur Chanda's memoir entitled the 
"Beginnings of Art in Eastern India,” along with an illustration of a 
lion pillar on a late bas-relief from Mathura now in the Lucknow 
Museum. In the latter, the bell-capital appears to be set off with lotus 
petals not of the conventional type. For the significance of the Lotus 
symbol Plotinus and the editor of the Rupam favour the mystic 
« Sodamdalapadma ” instead of the "World Lotus'* championed by 
Mr. Havell. ■ Ay.-;:' 


1 Indian and Eastern Architecture, vol I, p. 59 (1910). 

2 Ibid., pp. 56-61, 

3 Cambridge History of India, vol. I, pp, 62 r, 22. 

4 See also Havell, Ancient and Mediaeval Architecture of India, 

PP* 58 , 59 - 

5 Ibid,, 


pp. 50 , Si* 
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Leaving the problem of Symbolism to these learned critics who may 
choose to make of the study of Indian art that of an esoteric cult, we 
note with interest that the ring of leaves or petals on the neck of the 
bell-capital from the Sanchi relief illustrated by Mr. Havell (Ibid., 
pi. iv), on the Heliodoros column of Besnagar and also on some pillars 
from the Bharhut reliefs, 1 have their prototype in Persian art of which 
the pillar base from the palace of Artaxerxes II Mnemon (404-358 B.c.) 
at Susa, now in the Louvre Museum (Paris), is an example. 2 From the 
standpoint of the Perso- Hellenistic origin theory, it would appear that 
the Mauryan artist with his severe taste had eschewed this element 
from his bell while his Suhga successor reverted to it from a desire for 
greater ornamental effect. 

It is also to be noted that Mr. Havell in the World Lotus hypo- 
thesis insists only on the original Indian significance of the bell- 
capital and demonstrates the plastic treatment it had received at 
the hands of the indigenous Indian artists. He does not call into 
question the foreign design and workmanship of the Mauryan 
capitals. And he does not give full consideration to the fact that not 
all the pillars in the Bharhut reliefs have bells with petals of what may 
be called the Indian form, and there are many examples, including the 
one he cites from Sanchi in which the petals are more akin to the 
Persian form. The most convincing .evidence 3 in this way comes from 
the clustered pillars of the “Torana” of the Bharhut rails which have 
bell-capitals on which petals both of the Persian and the Indian forms 
are used simultatneously. And the Bhuvanesvara capital demons- 
trates how the variation of the Mauryan form was taking place. 

The Indian form may be regarded from Mr. Havell’s standpoint 
as a case of reversion to the original Indian motif or to the idea. 
But why did the Indian artist persist in maintaining. the Persepoli-. 
tian form from the 2nd century b.c. to the early mediaeval period, 4 
when he was capable of setting forth a living symbol featuring in 
his faith in forms of his own creation ? If the Mauryan petal-form 
gave only a crude and imperfect expression to an indigenous idea 
in terms of a foreign tradition, why did not the post-Mauryan artist 
reject it once for all for plastic and structural purposes ? Forms appa- 



1 Cunningham, Stupa of Bharhut, pi 30, figs. 3, 4. 

2 Sarre, Die Kunst. & Alten Persien, p, 36. 

3 Cunningham, Stupa of Bharhut, pis. x, xi, xii. 

4 Fergusson, Indian and Eastern Architecture, p, 60, 
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rently meaningless may persist in use for decorative purposes, but in 
this instance the particular form was concerned with a living symbol. 
These considerations lead us to the conclusion that the Maury an 
bell-capitals had their prototypes in Achaemenid architecture and the 
Indian artist of the Suhga period came to recognize their superior 
decorative effect and persisted in imitating them for ornamental 
purposes or introduced modifications and variations of the type, con- 
forming or not to the general shape and lines of the Mauryan originals, 
as suited his fancies. The late Mr. Vincent Smith remarked justly 1 
indeed : “India, of course, has borrowed many things from abroad 
during the long course of the ages, but it is a trite observation easily 
proved by many instances, that she always so transmutes her borrow- 
ings as to make them her own. Such transmutation is equivalent 
to originality.” But in spite of these variations and modifications 
the persistence of the bell-capital in the Gupta and the post-Gupta 
period indicates that enthusiasm for the superior Mauryan creations 
did not wane for a long time to come. Fa Hien (405-11 A.C.) men- 
tions, in fact, in his itinerary the admiration he and his Indian 
contemporaries of Pataliputra had for the works of Asokan art. 2 

We have now to find out the manner in which this movement of 
Persian and Hellenistic traditions of art towards India could have 
taken place. Important evidence comes from Taxila in the north- 
west, which must have formed an intermediary in the contact of 
cultures between India and the west in the ages past. This consists 
of two fragments of pottery, 3 one a handle, and the other, from the 
side, probably of the same vase. They are “of grey clay burnt to 
red' on the outside and covered with black paint,” discovered in the 

Bhir mound, Taxila, the uppermost stratum of which is dateable at 

the 4 th-3rd centuries B.C. “These two fragments,” says Sir John 
Marshall, “derive especial interest from the conventional leaf design 
and ‘bead and reel’ moulding, obviously classical in character and 
reminiscent of the capitals of the Asokan pillars, but still more from 
presence of the head in rough relief at the base of the handle which 
appears to be the familiar head of Alexander the Great, wearing the 
lion’s skin.” These two fragments of pottery, then, demonstrate 




1" History of Fine Arts, p. 7. 

2 V. Smith, Early History of 4 ndia, 1924, p. 312. 

V ASIAR, 1920-21, vol. I, p. 20, pi. xvii, figs. 1 , 1 2. 
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conclusively that Persian and Hellenistic traditions were travelling 
towards India during the 4th~3rd centuries B.C. 

As the Maury an type of bell-capital with its characteristic petals 
and the animal sculpture above, implies a fusion of Achasmenid and 
Hellenistic elements, the problem naturally arises, where could this 
fusion have taken place,— at Bactria as Sir John Marshall suggests, 
or at Seleukia where the possibilities were greater, or elsewhere ? It 
will be noticed in this connexion that the petals which decorate one 
of the fragments of pottery mentioned above conform more to the 
Persian than to the Maury an type which is derived therefrom* This 
leads one to the conclusion that the fusion of Persian and Hellenistic 
traditions represented by the Maury an capitals did not probably take 
place west of Taxila. So far as evidence goes, up to date, Persian 
and Hellenistic traditions of art may have met and coalesced at 
Seleukia and Bactria but Mauryan art represents a new synthesis and 
we may not expect exactly similar forms elsewhere. 

Another class of evidence is furnished by the sandstone discs from 
Taxila 1 of diameters 4" and 2 § 4 ” respectively, with concentric decora- 
tions and a band of elephants in relief, which recall the frieze on the 
facade of the Lomash Rishi Cave, Barabar hills. The modelling of the 
animals is in the naturalistic Mauryan style. The discs have a high 
polish and Sir John Marshall is of opinion that the sandstone of which 
they are made“probably comes from Chunar where the pillars of Asoka 
were quarried.” At Harappa in the Punjab, a horizon of the Chaleo- 
lithic Indus Valley Culture, the excavation of a mound brought to 
light a mass of stone fragments, some of which have ‘‘the high polish 
of the Mauryan period,” while others were coarsely dressed and were 
perhaps of later date, 1 3 feet above the topmost strata bearing remains 
of the Chaleoiithic culture. In this case, however, Rai Bahadur Daya 
Ram Sahni, 2 the learned excavator, does not tell us whether the stones 
bearing the high polish mentioned above are of the Chunar sandstone 
commonly used by the Mauryan artist. The Taxila discs, however, 
in the locality of their find-spot, in their execution, in the division of 
their field into zones for decoration and in the use of the varnish that 
was employed by the Persians to preserve the inscription on the rock 
of Behistun from the ravages of climate, and also in their characteristic 
material, seem to indicate not only a cultural give and take between 

1 ASIAR, 1920-21, vol. I, p, 2i, pi. xvn, figs. 29-30, 

2 Ibid., pp, 16-17. 
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India and her western neighbours, but also imply that the wedding 
of Perso-Hellenistic traditions, represented by the Mauryan works of 
art, took place further east, probably at Sarnath and Pataliputra, which 
have yielded considerable Mauryan antiquities to the spade of the 
excavator and which continued to use the sandstone from the Chunar 
quarries for a long time to come. 

Along with their ideas of imperialism the Mauryan princes seem to 
have taken on their art from their western predecessors in the empire. 
To this they breathed a new sense of design, and infused it with a new 
vigour. Its products were sent forth towards south-east, as far as Safichi, 
and north-west as far as Taxila, and at the fall of the empire when the 
art slowly disappeared its stimulus still remained and found response 
all round the country in the imagination of the people whom it had 
given their voice, an imagination of a different order. 

Achyuta Kumar Mitra 


Subandhu or Banabhatta— Who is earlier ? 


The traditional view that Subandhu, the author of the prose 
romance Vasavadatfi '— and this seems to be the generally accepted 
view amongst modern scholars 1 2 also — is earlier than Banabhatta, the 
illustrious author of the Harmcarita and the Kadambar% ) was challeng- 
ed several years ago by the late Dr. Peter Peterson. Subsequently that 
learned savant seems to have changed his opinion in the matter. 3 The 
lurking doubts do not appear to have been set at rest, and the 
advocates of the theory once espoused by the learned doctor have 
found in Pandit R, V. Krisnamachariar (Abhinava Bhatfea Ban^a, — an 


1 Prof. Cowell, Drs, Macdonell, Keith and Thomas and Mr, P. V. 
Kane all subscribe to this view. . Drs. Castellieri and Fiihrer fully 
emphasise this point and are of opinion that the Kadamiarl was 
written with the express purpose of surpassing Subandhu's work. (Vtde 
Introduction in Cowell and Thomas's translation of the Harsacartta ). 

2 Vide his preface to his edition of the Subha&tavall (Bombay 

Sans. Series), p. 133. 
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honorific epithet which links him with that prince of prose writers), a 
redoubtable exponent, who in the illuminating and elaborate intro- 
duction to his edition of the Vasavadatta (Sri Vanxvilasa Sanskrit 
Series), has tried to make a strong case for establishing the priority of 
Banabhatta. Dr. L. H. Gray in course of translating and commenting 
on the work (Columbia University Press, I 9 J 3 )> h as a bly discussed 
a few of the points raised by Pandit Krisnamachariar, but there are 
a few more, which require a more sifting investigation and which 
have not yet been fully threshed out. It is the object of this paper 
to deal with them threadbare and to determine, whether it is possible, 
in the light of present-day researches, to fix an approximate date for 
Subandhu so as to put an end to the vexed question. 

Before dealing with the prominent and specific issues raised by 
the esteemed Pandit, it is worth while to enumerate the glaring 
drawbacks and the alleged faults of omission and commission, 
which even the upholders of the traditional view (including the late 
Dr. F. Hall) have seen in the work and which, curiously though, 
have been picked out by others as demonstrative proofs of the poet’s 
living in a late and corrupt age. These refer to (i) the standard of 
taste and morals, (ii) the style and diction, (iii) the atmosphere of 
artificiality 1 and conceit, and (iv) the alleged unsettled and irres- 
ponsible nature of the text itself of the work, (v) the verse 

given as a variant in some manuscripts and that in different places 
has also been thought by some to draw pointed attention to the 
worthlessness of the attempt, and has even been branded as un- 
grammatical 2 ; to this has been added (vi) the argument that the verse 

n wgW 11 

does hot refer to our work, even if that verse formed a part of the 

1 ‘‘Graceless string of extravagant and indecent puns,” after which, 
reversion to the chastity of sentiment and diction of Bhavabhuti 

and Bana would be a literary miracle, almost, incredible” (Peterson). 

F. Hall calls Subandhu ‘a specious savage’, Bib, Indica ed., Intro, 
(p. 28). 

2 Vide notes on p. 358. ( ) 1 This is practically 

the sum and substance of Jagaddhara’s and iSivarama’s rather stale 
defence hwiRe^I*# 1 



5UBANDHU OR BasABHATTA — WHO IS EARLIER ? 


1 


70I 


introduction of the Harsacarita, 1 which the learned editor of the 
Sri Vanivilasa Press edition of the Vasavadatta doubts very much. 

The first of these objections which was raised by Hall (Intro., 
Bib. Indica ed., 1859) and which still persists 2 amongst a section of 
scholars (including even Indian scholars like Pandit Krisnamachariar), 
has been well answered by Dr. Gray and Mr. P. V. Kane. It must 
be borne in mind that standards of purity in taste and morals vary 
greatly in different climates and that no country or age has a mono- 
poly of them. Scholars with a characteristic width of sympathy and 
imagination like Dr. F. W. Thomas 3 4 find nothing to feel disgusted 
with the manner of description of amour and the portrayal of 
excitant factors ( uddlpana vibkava) in Sanskrit literature, and it is 
improper to ascribe to Subandhu any abnormal violation in this 
respect. As to the chastity and elegance which the aforementioned 
scholars find in Bana and Bhavabhuti, and the lack of which they 
deplore in the style and diction of our author, we think that the 
excessive use of slesas (paronomasia) and the occasional, though 
clever, application of yamaka (chime), which make for the un- 
natural and artificial phraseology in the Vasavadatta, have clouded the 


judgment of critics ; for this is the one characteristic difference of Suban- 
dhu’s prose from that of Bana. But to say that it has disfigured the 
pages of the Vasavadatta and robbed it of all the charms and delicacies 
of rasa and vastu and that there is nothing of this defect noticeable in 
the Kadambarl or for the matter of that, in any prose Kavya of this 
pattern is a type of partiality which critics should eschew. The 
statement of a later writer gf} gdt tmaw, is, as every one knows, an 
unguarded and unjust charge based on paucity of information 1 , which 


1 Such was also the view of the late Dr, Peterson. The point that 
it is entered under Rajasekhara’s name in one anthology (vide Intro., 
Kavlndravacamsam uccaya) is not a valid argument for its being father- 
ed on him. 

2 'Absolute quagmire of pollution' (Hall). E.g. Keith — A History 

of Sanskrit Literature pp. 307-08 : For Gray’s and Kane’s remarks vide 
the Vasavadatta,(Co\nvnb\a Univ. Press) and the Harsacarita (ed. by 
P. V. Kane). . . , ' ■ 

3 Vide his appreciative remarks on Kavyas In the introduction to 
his edition of the Kavindravacanasamuccaya. 


4 Nilakantha Dlksita in his Sivalilar^ava quoted in Krishna 
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can be answered partly and evasively, in the words of Trivikrama 
Bhat$a, the author of the Nalacamp% thus (Intro,, verse 17) 

wronfMW* ^ 11 

and directly and thoroughly by the dictum of that prince of 
■ ’critics, Anandavardhana— 1% \ 

( Dhvanyaloka , N.S, ed., p. 151), The text of the Vasavadatta certainly 
suffers from a good deal of disadvantage, as is evidenced by the variant 
readings In the two recensions, and by difference of readings amongst 
texts of the same recension. To take this as an indication of its 
lateness or lack of popularity is, to say the least of it, uncharitable. 
The lit-prayoga M'S in the verse is not unusual and 

ungrammatical 1 ; hence the ingenious explanation of commentators 
(vide Krisnamachariaris ed„ p. 358) Is uncalled for. Moreover, it is 
not at all unlikely that the verse is from the pen of a later admirer 
of the work. To call into question the genuineness of the verse 
in the text of the Harqacarita merely on the evidence of 
some Mss, of a particular locality is to disprove the corroborated 
evidence of commentators on the Harsacarita , including most probably 
Rucaka, the Kashmirian rhetorician of the 12th century and Sankara, 
who, also, is an early commentator (the author of the Saiiketa, publish- 
ed in the Nirnayasagara Press, ed.) and who quotes from, or refers to, 
early works and authors on alaiikara only. More than one commen- 
tator on the !exicons(e.g., of Amarasimha) 2 and anthologist have quoted 
this verse and ascribed it to Bana. To maintain that the verse does not 
refer to Subandhu’s Vasavadatta is a device resorted to to be rather 
easily dislodged, for the qualifying phrase WT with its double 


1 The use of third person is a common device (*Mt) with mstmkara's 

and Is accepted even in later parlance, CL the Kadambarl — ?J*nro... 
fw Mro and the Mrcchakaiika mmttc m f%w m*. 1 

2 The SuktimiiktavaPl ascribes the verse to ' Vide Thomases 

KavXndravacanasamuccaya , Intro,, p/lvi. Sankara’s commentary notes 
this passage and Sankara Is an earlier writer than the anthologist 
Vide the glosses on the Amarakosa by Ramakrsna and Vidyavacaspati 
under the word ^ and srfw : Words like €k%p~‘**etc. are also 
frequently noted in commentaries on lexicons and in and 

illustrated by passages in the Vasavadatta . 
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entendre certainly singles out our work as the kavya referred to, because 
of sabdalaiikaras (particularly slesa) forming its main characteristic, 
Now, to turn to the points raised by the Pandit in the introduction 
to his edition. These may be divided under two broad heads,— 
(?) matters of opinion, and (it) facts. Amongst the latter, there 
are some, which are of minor, importance, 1 judged from the stand- 
point of our paper, and which require revision in the light of 
mature deliberation and up-to-date investigations. These need not 
detain us. In the introduction to his ed. (pp. xvi-xviii), 2 and 
elsewhere, ad nauseum, he joins the chorus of abusers, accuses our 
author of bad taste and queer mentality and that because of his self- 
imposed restraint of use of slesas, which, in his finding, is an unfailing 
indication of the posteriority of Subandhu to Bana. He conveniently 
forgets that Bana himself 3 has a predilection for this Sabdalankara 
and makes light work of the dictum of the rhetorician Dandin (which 
must have had for its basis, the extensive use of this figure in early 
and contemporary literature of his time— ^sf 1: nrat siTfttg 

and in all probability Dandin was a theorist not very far removed at 
least in matters of literary standards of excellence and purity from 
either of these masters. As even casual readers of Subandhu’s and 
Bana’s works are aware, there are many parallelisms in expression, 
atmosphere and employment of devices (e,g., the introduction of the 
parrot as narrator, of a supernatural steed, of counsels meted out to 
persons, love-lorn and love-sore, noticeable, of which a fairly exhaustive 
list is made in Castellieri’s paper, and also in Kane’s introduction to 
the Harsacarita . Pandit Krishnamachariar opines that Subandhu has 
plagiarised the materials of his greater compeer, because, forsooth, Bana 
cannot do so, being barred by his own statement of condemnation of 
plagiarisers in the Harsacarita , 4 The practice of the greatest of poets 


1 E.g. Intro., pp. i-ii, rtSft ; p. xxxi, 

; p. l, ’snipf rfcprar HfiwTfin 

2 Ibid., p. xvii-xvii, sa*H #4 twfbraft ^ -£m 

fw ; p. lx, 

3 «rt, {...Raghavapandavlya, I, 41, Vide also 

Introduction, Kavlndravacanasatnuccaya. 

4 sfa'TOsaiwr Intro, verses, wwrasrfflT -(verse 6) 

D-.. T7" ' 1 I 'twdlflfer- 


. Pandit Krishnamachariar, who has made much capital of the c 
ence in quality and literary output of the two writers, cannot reconcile. 


m 
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in the world, and the apposite maxim of that early theorist Vamana, 
the author of the Kavyalanka ra-sTiim vrtti mm: 

(I, 2. i) and the corollary to that rule as embodied in the practical 
precepts of Ksemendra and 

^rr<t of Rajasekhara the celebrated poet and poeticlst form fitting 
answers to his assertion. The statement that the verse 
which he subsequently dismisses as a spurious one — cannot refer 
to Sufaandhu's Vasavadatta , because, from the context, the refer- 
ence is to an akhyayika and it is not ascribed to Subandhu, 
whereas Subandhu’s work is a katha> requires but a passing notice. 
There are many who opine that the context-reference ( sc. akhya U 
yikakarah ) is not binding ; — Bana might have been thinking 
of the whole lot of prose Kavya writers. While granting that Pandit 
Krlshnamacharlar’s surmise is just up to expectations, one can 
differ from him in his conclusion. The surmise that Banabhatta might 
have been referring to the Vasavadatta (ak/tyayika), known to the 
Bhasyakara-Patanjali, must be dismissed as a wild conjecture $ the 
Vasavadatta-mtyadkara / conceding that it came from the pen of one 
Subandhu, could not have been the work referred to by Bana, 
because it is not an akhyayika, and primarily because it cannot by 
any stretch of imagination be the subject of the meaning intended 
in the double entendre We do not find any harm in 

describing the Vasavadatta of Subandhu as an akhyayika , as it has 
been described by certain commentators and in some manuscripts/ 


how a first rate poet like Bana could condescend to imitate a second 
rate writer like Subandhu. But one may remember the popular maxim 
It is often the unexpected that happens, 

1 Intro., p. xxxvi, P p. xxxvii, 

vr- * p ’ xxxviii, w J p. xxxix, cRfT % 1 

2 Vide the paper on the Avantisundari-katM of Dandin — publish- 

ed in the proceedings of the Second Oriental Conference , Calcutta, 1922. 
While it is difficult to decide in the present state of our knowledge 
whether the prose Avantisundarikatha (published by M..R, Kavi) is 
actually a composition of the famous Dandin, the fact cannot be 
gainsaid that it is written in almost the same style as Subandhu’s work 
and indulges in ts ws. Cf, cpcysRtT ^wr^TsiT... and R=t Kfwft- 

fafTOT: (p. 4). 

3 Vide Hall’s introduction and footnotes towards the close of 
the text. 
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for, obsessed as we are by the definitions and the very small 
number of types of prose-kavyas instanced in later alamkara works, we 
have no guide to help us in fixing the nomenclature of prose-kavyas of 
old. To us strft: of Dan din is a more reliable 

plank to stand on. Hemacandra, the well known Jaina rhetorician, 
calls the Vasavadatta (our Vasavadatta surely) a eampu, 3 and 
Vandyaghatiya Sarvananda in his Tlkasarvasva* quotes from an un- 
known Alankara work [is it Sp&ga rap rakasa (ch. xii.) of king Bhoja ?], 
which also acquiesces in that view. Thus there is no unanimity even 
amongst rhetoricians of a later age. Moreover, the fact that the 
ssbfWT, akkyayika of Bhamaha and his predecessors® is not much 
different from the species we find in our work is evident from a casual 
reference to Subandhu’s idea about an ideal poem, 1 The inclu- 
sion of the Damayanfl-katka ( Nalacampu ) and of the Vasavadatta in 
the same category, even by later writers on poetics, lends weight 
to the assumption that the anka and ucchvasa's might be undetected 
in a work j and it is not at all difficult to lay bare some scheme of 
division and find out the anka or mark. 5 In the absence of other 
well known works belonging to these genera the violation of the 
principles WOTHOT ( Amarasimha ) and I’wuawt 

TOf (Bhamaha) need not scare us from such a position. 

The unsympathetic spirit of the critic has evinced itself in his 
scathing condemnation® of the description of Kusumapura. The custom 


1 Vide Kavyamsasam, N. S. ed., ch, viii, p. 340. 

2 ^srpeq’Tffttft ’BW Vpf TBT I 

3 The Kavyalankara of Bhamaha, ch. I, 25-27. 

4 P. 238, (Krisnamachariar’s ed.), ^ 

It is difficult to resist the temptation to surmise that the 
poet was thinking of his own work. Pandit Krishnamachariar agrees 
with us in this surmise of ours. He says : — 'fikutl ’TCiTO' 
grar sfit ^ nfhr. (notes, p. 239). 

5 One of such ucchvasa divisions will be like this (The references 
are to Hall’s edn.) pp. 1-43, 44 82, 82-108, 108-135, 135-J63, 163- 

192, 193-240, 240-end. The ending of these in each case is a fe third 
person singular (like 
the same meaning. 


U i.oe enuiiig ul iac&c m ^ct^u to a 

P recm , ww, 'Pra’iRt, fn*rm ), having almost 

■' '-V ' d./ ' '■ 'V M I d./'d" IK: K ' ... 

:tion. o. lvi, ■ ^ • 


6 Vide Introduction, p. lvi. 


O'? r '-/V J 'o'..- ■ : : : p. ; :: o ; ; 
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of poets and the actualities of real life form safe guarantees in the 
matter. When the pandit rushes to exemplify the indebtedness 
of Subandhu to Magha and Bhavabhuti, 1 he bases his conclu- 
sions on looser and more slippery foundations. One who has carefully 
studied the Vasavadatta Kavya cannot but be convinced of the influ- 
ence it exercised on later writers, especially when they were out in their 
chase for yamakas and slesas (e.g, Magha, Srlharsa, the author of the 
Naisadhacarita , Mankhaka in his Srikantkastava ), so much so that 
Subandhu’s work became an object of universal adoration 5 and was 
largely drawn on by commentators on lexicons, when they had to ex- 
plain the forms of doublets and judge about their correctness. Certain 
it is that the leaning towards this very prose style of slesas in its excess 
and exuberance did not find favour with many later prose writers, 8 
so much so that Trivikramabhafcta, who, even in the opinion of Pandit 
Krishnamachariar, based his NalacampTu on Subandhu’s work and 
who in the minds of later lovers of literature, became almost identified 
with his greater master in the use of slesap while eulogising Bana in 
the commencement of his work, has not even a reference to Subandhu 

1 That Subandhu was prior to Bhavabhuti follows from the 
manner of reference to Subandhu’s composition in the Gaudavaho of 
Vakpatiraja, a contemporary of Bhavabhuti ( v. 800 ), BT=W=if%? ! 
Here the Pandit follows closely the view of Dr. F. Hall (vide p. 37 
Intro, “a string of metaphors for some of which, if they were not im- 
memorial common places, he may have laid Bhavabhuti under contri- 
bution).” Only he is less guarded in his surmise than the western 
scholar. 

2 Cf. gn*f) wfsn: of Rajasekhara. Cf. of the rhetorician 

Udbhata in the verse and snTBt {Naisadha- 

carita , vii. 95). 

' '■% Cf. and (verses 15 and 

16 in the introduction to the Tilakamafijan of Dhanapala). 

4 In literary circles win =sns, as a class, became associated 
with the name of Subandhu. ■ 

jkipw; imrEra: 1 

nitrsTwrera *rr: nrfnfiroftw: » 

Venidatta in his anthology ( Padyataranginl ), compiled during the 

reign of Shah Jahan, ascribes the verse ’tranw,... 1 

(verse 5 of the introductory part of the IValacampu) to Subandhu 
out of sheer confusion between the two writers. 
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and that Vamana, whose time the Pandit has fixed as the lower limit 
foi Suba ndhu s date* quotes (I. 3* 25) a couple of lines of Subandhu’s 
prose, In a manner that it is difficult to decide whether he is not 
quoting from the Harsacarita ( Ucchvasa vi). 

Amongst the second type of arguments utilised by the Pandit, the 
absence of a proper plot, so to speak (Introd., x, xiv), the inconsistency 
and the weird absurdity characterising its whole course (pp. Ivii, Iviii), — 
and the abruptness of the conclusion — which comes in a fit of 
nervous hurry (p. Ixv) form the burden of charges levelled against 
the subject-matter ? its arrangement and progress. The charges 
framed are substantially valid, but It must be confessed that Sanskrit 
pxosz-kavya writers, at any rate (not excluding JBanabhatfca), are not 
clever inventors of plot. The more than occasional digressions in the 
form of description— and what court-epic (kavya) is there that has not 
fallen an easy victim to this hobby— cover the major portion of the 
work. It would be bold to hint that this fancy — a fancy indulged in 
more than in Banabhatta’s work— is an index of the comparative 
lateness of our poet. It would be more reasonable to think that 
Subandhu employed himself in writing a pros z-kavya> in which the 
inseparable accessories laid down by theorists 1 were all present, 
but the real feeling-element, that Invests it with life and light, was 
of subsidiary importance. It was a kavya written to explain and ex- 
emplify the technique of the ^^-paraphernalia and nothing more, 
Bana was a perfect artist and had a rare mastery over the gamut of 
human feelings, Subandhu certainly is no peer for him. But what data 
have we here to infer that he was trying to Imitate Banabhatfca, and, 
being unable to do so, failed signally f The charges of his similes being 
fhrfw, or (Intro., pp. xx, xxi) are not peculiar to him — 

they can be levelled with similar precision against his greater rival 
even , 2 The richness of vocabulary, the wealth of description and the 


1 Compare and contrast with Bana, of whom Cowell and Thomas 

rightly observe : — ‘Bana is not a mere rhetorician He was oy 

no means the mere lover of what was abstruse and difficult, he had also 
an eye for the picturesque and the pathetic.... 

2 The also, so Incessantly complained of in the Intro- 

duction, is not peculiar to Subandhu alone. Cf. the remark in the 
TilakamaHjarl (verse 18) : 
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frequency of mythological references are the distinctive characteristics 
of the pros &-Kavyas ; still they are Banabhatta’s forte. Pandit Krishna- 
machariar has taken some pains to prepare an almost exhaustive list 
of Subandhu’s accomplishments with jugglery of words, only to show 
that he has used certain words and peculiar references with which he 
makes a poor show ! Says he 

srmq *^<11 (p, xxiv), 

(p. xxvii). To this it may be said in reply that Subandhu was heedless 
in the matter. In the matter of 'slesa composition, as evinced in his 
Harqacarita and Kadambarl, Banabhatta and for the matter of that, 
other poets too, had to deal with the selfsame commodities. Any com- 
parison between the two is out of the question, and to deduce the 
indebtedness of the one to the other on this score, as on the score of 
waning of taste because of use of slesa is achieving an impossible feat. 
The Pandit follows a wrong principle and has thrown all logic and 
historic sense to the winds when he puts forward his arguments for 
establishing priority with the statement : 

*fct fhMTOwftt ftsrapng i*wt: 

fvt i wg i (p xli),— 

crren n%w, grogftt gregg’gprt v#icr. $g*prT «... 

3$ gmggHhr m i (p. xlv) That an amount of bias 

against the poet and his self-imposed manner of composition could 
be used as a measure of oldness is no critical canon, but it is this 
which has been frequently called into service by the editor . 1 

We take our stand mainly and primarily on the verse 

and do believe that this finally decides the priority of 
Subandhu to Bana. Over and above the sense as expressed through 
the simile of the Mahabharata lore (viii. 4720), we do think that there 
is a well-nigh transparent implication contained in the simile. And 
it is like this -As the sons of Pandu ultimately triumphed and Karna 
succumbed to Arjuna's blows, so there may come a time when some 
poet [Banabhatta like Milton must have been meditating over some 
work (viz. his Kadambat% ), which would defy competition and 
which “posterity would not let die."] would surpass this and reap 


1 Vide Intro, p. xxxvii fif * stTOSst: w gfmfircfewst- 

flawing V grfswTspn 1 
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untold renown. In Banabhafcta’s Kadambarl (Intr. closing verse) 1 
there is a similar palpable hint. Dr. Castellieri’s paper in the Vienna 
Oriental Journal 5 seeks to prove that Bana wrote the KMambarl 
especially to surpass Subandhu’s Vasavadatia — and this becomes 
probable in the light of the sense we have hinted at above. The 
tradition mentioned by a commentator on the kavya and expressed in 
the verse quoted in the Badukti-karmmrfa of Srldhara Dasa, 3 
stating that Subandhu was the pioneer of wtov in kavyas strengthens 
our position, for we find in Banabhatta’s s lesas also instances of that 
type. 4 Bhamaha in his Kavyalaiikara (iii. 17-20) seems not to know 
anything of this type, while Dandin in his Kavyadarsa distinguishes 
between Rwr and vs. The prevalent alankanka creed of 

Subandhu, or of his age, seems to have been almost identical with that 
propounded in the Kavyalankara of Bhamaha,* though he had some 
predilection for (Bhamaha, I. 15), as if out of affinity with the left 

wing, the sU'fbfs, a fondness for which is conspicuous in his verses — 

(Krishnamachariar’s 

ed., pp. 114-116). Considered in this manner, Subandhu may be 
roughly placed in the interval between Bhamaha and Dancjin— a 
conclusion which Is irresistibly forced on us when we look at the 
controversy raised in the .Kavyadarsa, etc. re. the alleged fineness of 
distinction between hatha, and akhyayika . That Dandin knew the 
Vasavadatia (he knew also the Kadamban ) is evident also from his 
classification of the figure ftfht into and (the of later 

writers) and from his examples * 3^3 

which seem to be reminiscences of passages in the Vasamdatta. 

fwr ^wr 11 

2 V. O. J., I ; see Cowell and Thomas’s translation of the Harsa- 

carita> p. 2, fn. 8. • 

3 as in p. 706, fn. 4. 

(f'srawf!) ^sl 1 

5 Cf. *i ffo fo * (p. 303 > Krishnamachariar’s ed.), 

(p. 1 58)— also 5 T f Bhamaha, I, p.3). 

6 Cf. Dandin, Kavyadar'sa , I. 80 : rim 1 

* es A~jl. * 
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The spirit of the extract 3TT*m ••• (pp* 9I-94 1 ) has a parallel in 

the Dasakumaracarita of the same author. 3 The passage m sjRe TO.*** 
(p. 306), contains an idea parallel to that in the verse 

fTOtrra in the Mahinmasstotra , which claims a no small 

amount of antiquity. The passage € crctBw ftnta... (pp. 77 ) 

seems to be copied in verses 16 and 17 of the Smgaramtaka of 
Bhartrhari, 8 As Bhartrhari’ s three satakas contain a few verses, which 
are taken verbatim or adapted from other sources, one may safely 
conjecture that it is Bhartrhari, who is the plagiarises The descrip- 
tion of Kusumapura (pp, 123-142) is, to all intents and purposes, 
the only realistic trait in the work, which, otherwise, is sheer 
fancy. He gives us a picture of the luxury and badness, the 
pomp and pride, the sweetness and sanctity of the city, then on the 
banks of the Ganges. The poet seems to have had a direct acquaint- 
ance with it and the picture does not differ much from the idea 
one would form of the city from the Kamasutra of Vatsyayana and 
tallies in a remarkable degree 4 with what we find in the four bbanas 
which works, in the opinion of scholars, must be assigned a date 
earlier than the 7th century A.c. Of the untraced references there are 


1 A parallel idea, though the point is a bit stretched otherwise, 

is found in the Vihruiacariia (8th ucchvasa ) *r 

uPrfcfiftr:-** \ 

2 Of later Alankara writers, Bhoja and Mammafca base their 

example ( ^BTO«r*U*RRr ) of maladlpaka on the passage to ^ 

*(p P S 2-5 3> Krishnamachariar's ed.). The Alankarasarvasva 

of Rucaka (and following it, the Sahityadarpana of Visvanatha) quote 
(verse 11, beginning). 

3 fWT WWTXm ^fi^rcTT 1 

tow ^§t' wrcfte is 

\ 

The passage (p. 94 ) has been as it appears, 

utilised by Bhartrhari in liis sloka f? ^r; t<ft 

4 twiinifafsct (p. 133). Cf, the V bhayabhisarika, of Vararuci (p. 3). 

It is rather curious that Vararuci's description should tally so much 
with that of Subandhu, whom tradition regards as his nephew. 
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two that may ultimately be of some avail in giving us a more 
exact idea of the time and place when and where our poet flourished. 
The expressions trefu (pp. 

318-319)- WtifWfR 5fiicrw!> ?)gfrferrT[ p. 314 remain obscure. How- 
ever, the facts, above referred to, point to the first decade of the 
7th century at the latest (earlier than Bhartrhari)— in all likelihood it 
could be very near 550 A.c. — as the time of flourishing, and East India 
(very likely Magadha) 1 as the country where our poet might have 
flourished. 

The occasional references to the Bauddha, Jaina (Digambara 
Jaina), 2 Mlmamsa and the Nyaya philosophical systems prove to the 
hilt that the non-conformist systems got a crushing rebuff at the 
hands of a new school of Purvamtmamsakas, to whose doctrines and 
achievement our poet seems to attach a great deal of weight. 3 The 
passage which, however, is not found in all the 

manuscripts — (Hall ’s ed. p. 236) was explained by the commentator 
Jagaddhara to refer to a work so-called and by J^ivarama to refer 
to a treatise or 'sastra expounded by Dharmaklrti. The second expla- 
nation does not make it imperative that Dharmaklrti or his work 
was known to Subandhu and accords well with the findings noted 
above and is not at ail unnatural, Moreover, in the long list of 


1 Was our poet associated with the court of Magadha, the land 
of the Gaudadkama (Sasanka Narendrasena), to use the language of 
Bana in his Harsacarita ? 

2 Are the references to the Digambara philosophical system in 

the work to be read as references to the Jaina philosophy in general 
i.e. to the Sveta mbara and the Digambara views ? Vide S, C. 
Vidyabhusana’s History of Indian Logic — Jaina Systems — for the 
views of the Svetambara teacher Siddhasena Divakara (480-550 A. C.), 
who, according to one view, may be identified with Ksapanaka of the 
verse • ■••occurring in the [yotirvidabkarana and preserv- 

ing the association of the navaratna group of some illustrious Vikram- 
aditya, ... : 

3 For references to this, vide footnotes 2 and 3 on p. xxiii in Pan- 

dit Krisnamachariar’s introduction. Of the commentators on the Kavya, 
Jagaddhara is one, who, on his own statement, belongs to a family of 
mlmamsakas being sixth in descent from the learned mimamsaka and 
jurist Candesvara (viz, the closing verses of his commentary on the 
MUatlimdhava. \ sjffpl 1 .... - 
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works ascribed to Dharmakttti, we do not read of a work named 
Bauddhasangaii , nor does the church seem to know of its name. 1 2 The 
view of some scholars that the revival of Purva Mtmamsa at the 
hands of Ku mania Bhatfca was instrumental in the first crushing of 
the Buddhist and the Jaina systems does not appear to us to be at all 
convincing. The veil has not yet been lifted 3 4 over the mystery 
surrounding the period of the figure of the other great Mtmamsa 
teacher Prabhakara, whom one would like to single out as the probably 
east Indian Mtmamsa scholar who did much to strengthen the Purva 
Mtmamsa view ; it is a bold view to hold that Prabhakara lived after 
Dharmaktrti. In any case the existence of an earlier teacher, living in 
the 5th or early half of the 6th century A.C., who accomplished this is 
not at all unlikely — for, as Keith remarks in the Purva Mlmamsa 
System : ‘It does not appear that Prabhakara initiated the views which 
he became noted for expounding/ There is only one renowned teacher 
named in the work and that is Uddyotakara, 3 Uddyotakara criticises 
in his Nyayavartika the views of the bhadanta Diunaga, who might in 
all probability have lived in the early decades of the 5th century and 
allowing an interval of sixty years, it is not unlikely that Uddyotakara 
lived about A.C. 500. There is also another thing to be noted which 
goes against these assumptions — mnd that is a complete absence of 
reference to the great Sankaracarya or to the views which pass under 
his name. We have in our work (p, 229), but 


1 The term alankara is used in the sense of . We have a 

work called Sutralankara * 

2 The controversy in this matter has not yet ended. Vide 
Proceedings of the Third Oriental Conference , pp, 474-481 for an able 
advocacy of one side. 

3 The view of Dr. Vidyabhusana that “Dharmaklrti and Uddyo- 
takara were contemporaries living about A.C. 635” cannot he reconciled 
with his views expressed elsewhere (in the same work) that ‘Bana 
flourished about AX. 635* and that ‘the Vasavadatta of Subandhu Is 
mentioned in the Harsacarita* when we remember that Uddyotakara is 
mentioned in the Vasavadatta. 

4 Says Sivarama In his notes thereon : — ^ 

—w 1 This, however, may serve to distinguish 

the views of the Buddhist philosophers from those of the monastic 
Vedanta School as formulated by the great ^ahkaracarya, But how 
would we explain away the total absence of any reference to the 
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no reference to the similar Vedantic theory is available. AH this 
strengthens our position that Subandhu must have been living before 
600 A.C. 

Dr. Gray in the Introduction to his edition of the Vasavadatta 
notes the valuelessness of the verse : 

m x&m fkwm ^ j 

\\ 

in determining the date of the author. Many would choose to differ . 
from him inasmuch as there is just a good deal of likelihood of a 
contemporary reference in the verse. The terms ?tw. and' 

m picture to us the far-famed king Vikramaditya, known in 
legend and song, for his patronage of literature in his court, where 
lived the ‘nine gems* — whose simultaneous presence it has long been 
the fashion 1 amongst orientalists to regard as a myth. There is some 
farfetched ness, however, in bringing out the meaning of the absence of 
the nine gems with the present reading, but if the reading be,-— as 
it is found in certain manuscripts written in Bengali character, 2 — 

ift the requirements of poetic harmony are better preserved 
and the ‘nine gems*-£«w-Vikramaditya tradition is given an old 
literary authoritative reference as its support. Indeed, amongst the ‘nine 
gems* generally counted — and that on the basis of a later work— as 
living in the court of king Vikrama, the difference in the date of flourish- 
ing assigned to the prominent amongst them (particularly between 
Kalidasa and Varahamihira) may be considerable but not insurmount- 
able ; for it is just possible that some (e.g. Kalidasa) have verged on 
old age when others (e.g. Vararuci and Varahamihira) were younglings. 


tenets of this school unless it were that they were not in vogue at 
least in that form in Subandhu’s time ? 

1 E.g, Max Muller, Weber, Macdonell, Keith (‘the late and in 
itself worthless legend of the Nine Jewels/ History of Sanskrit Liter a* 
iure, p. 76). The point that Safiku and Vetala-bhatta (was he an author 
on nitimstra ?) are ‘mere names* need not prejudice the theory, for even 
if they were not well-known writers (which again, is sheer conjecture,, 
in the present state of our knowledge), they might have been farfamed 
scholars. 

2 One of which is preserved in the Kumudinikanta collection of 
the library of the Govt College, Rajshahi, Bengal and another in the 
Calcutta Sanskrit College Mss, Collection, 
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Then, again, it is not at all unlikely that the 'nine gems’ were exactly 
the very nine ordinarily enumerated. The generally accepted view 
connecting Kalidasa and Vikramaditya places them at the beginning of 
the 5th century a.C. With a little stretch here and there, SubandhiPs 
verse may be so interpreted as to imply that he might have been living 
about a century or half after that time of literary glory and greatness. 
More than one commentator and manuscript describe Subandhu 
as the nephew ( wiftpfar ) of Vararuci, one of the nine gems ; and it 
is not at all unlikely that this literary tradition had a basis on 
fact The 6th century theory of Hoernle and others identifying our 
great Vikramaditya with YaSdvardhana (circa 533 A.C.), which, how- 
ever, would reduce the interval and add an amount of freshness to 
Subandhu’s lament, cannot, in the light of other incontrovertible facts, 
be resorted to. If it were possible to be accepted, then the literary 
tradition that Bana wrote his prose works to emulate and surpass 
Subandhu would become a historical possibility, for, history describes 
that Slladitya, who was Yasodharman Vikramaditya^ successor 
(middle of the 6th century A.C.), was actually defeated later (in A.C.606) 
by Rajyavardhana, the elder brother of Harsavardhana, the patron 
of Bana. The reading of the Bengali mss. would raise also the contro- 
versy regarding Kafika or Kahkas, about which Prof. B. C. Mazum- 
dar 1 wrote a note some years ago. There is not yet available any 
satisfactory evidence which would determine with precision the period 
of the sixteen Kahkas,. for the account of the BMga vatap u rana 
(xii, i» 26-29) is nebulous and vague. One of these Kahkas, notorious 
for their oppression and mal-administration, might have been exercising 
sway over a major portion of N, India after the downfall of the earlier 
Gupta kings. But this in the present state of our knowledge can only 
be regarded as mere speculation. The realistic description of Kusuma- 
pura, and the purposive description of the imaginary heroine of 
the romance as the princess of Magadha, (while the famous Vasavadatta 
of history and song was a princess of Ujjayini) might be taken 
as implying that Subandhu lived near about Magadha and was 
associated with the court of that kingdom, which, in the light of the 

verse was no longer enjoying the privileges of undisputed 

power* 

SlVAPRASAD BhaTTACHARYYA 


1 Vide JRAS, 1905. 


Tiranatha’s History of Buddhism in India 

(Translated from ike German version of A. Schiefner) 

The most renowned of his disciples was the Arahant YaSas. When 
king Mahendra died and king Camasa was installed in the kingship, 
there lived, not far from the land of Magadha, a Brahman! Jassa 1 2 by 
name who was nearly 120 years old. She had three sons, Jaya, Sujaya 
and Kalyana* The first worshipped the great god Mahesvara, the 
second, Kapilamuni and the third, the perfect Buddha. When they 
became versed In their own sacred books, they wrangled daily in 
one and the same house. Then their mother said, “Why do you 
wrangle (among yourselves), since I give you unstintedly food, clothing 
and all other requisites ?” They said to their mother, “We have 
no quarrel about dwelling and things of that sort ; we quarrel in 
regard to the teacher and his dharma” Then the mother said, ‘‘If you, 
through the power of your own insight, do not know what teacher and 
doctrine is good or bad, ask some other wise people.” They obeyed 
their mother, and going into different regions, asked people, but were 
unable to find anything conclusive. When finally they came to 
the Arhant Uttara, each of them explained his story to him. 
Both Jaya and Sujaya narrated the praise of Mahadeva, of his 
destruction of the three cities* etc. Although they deprecated 3 
Kapilamuni, they praised the greatness of his might They, did 
not, In fact, deprecate Sramana Gautama, but they declared him 
to be powerless, as he performed no penance and was therefore 
unable to conquer the Asuras, After they had spoken these and 


1 The text has the peculiar form dsh-sa with which I can only 
compare the names occurring In the Rofataranginl , viz., Jasata (viil. 
543) ; Jassaraja (vli. 536). [The correct references are Rajata. viil 542 
and vli. 535 respectively— Ti\] But perhaps there Is some other 
corruption or something from Jayasena ? 

2 Le/Siva. Cf. Bohtlingk-Roth, Sanskrit- Worterbuch, under Tri- 

pura. [The text refers to Siva's destruction of the three cities 
khyer) of gold, silver 
airand earth*- 

•3 Lit. imprecated, Ti 1 * ^ rft ~ 

t pt n nwrTr.Mnvn. 


iver and iron built for demons by Maya in the sky, 
Y.] ^ ‘ 
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other words, the Arhant answered, “What does penance signify 
to those whose inner nature is excited through passion ? As here 
the wicked and cruel Dakinls and Raksasas act without restraint so 
must be those blamed whose morality has fallen into degeneracy ; those 
who kill, bind, injure and do other evil deeds, etc., will beyond doubt 
fall a prey to death ; their instigations to kill are very foolish, being 
similar to the (conduct of) fools who threaten the sinking sun with a 
cane and exalt themselves boastingly. Listen, moreover, O Brah- 
manas, to the teaching of the Buddha, who sought the welfare of the 
world and is without evil ; whoever follows him patiently is also 

called righteous. He continually performed beneficial works, and 

therefore after attaining full insight, he worked for salvation without 
doing any harm and induced his followers also to work for good. 

There cannot be any spiteful talks in respect of B rah m anas as 

well as {Sramana.s as well as the words heard by others. This 
is the way *of complete virtue. That Ugra likes to dwell in 
the cemeteries, devours human flesh, marrow and bone, is cruel, 
and takes pleasure in killing living beings — this is taught by the 
law of Mahadeva himself. When the basic-text is thus sullied 
by wrong views and whoever is believingly attached to it indulges 
continuously in sinful pleasures, what sensible man will have his joy in 
it ? When bravery itself is a virtue, must not the lion, the tiger, etc. 
be treated with veneration ? Pacified state of mind 1 alone is a virtue. 
This is the primary proposition.” When he had repeated to them the 
five hundred lines of the ‘Introduction to the Teaching’, describing 
the difference between virtue and vice, both Brahmanas perceived 
the truth and became exceedingly believing with regard to the 
Three Treasures. 2 3 The Brahmana’s son, Kalyana, however, increased 
his faith (in the Buddha) still more than it was before. All the three 
brothers, having formed the same views, went back to their house 
and spoke to their mother, “As we know the virtue, every one of us 
wishes to build a temple in which the Teacher’s image is to find 
place. Thou, mother, tell us the place for it.” Thereafter, in accor- 
dance with the advice of the mother, the Brahmana Jaya erected a 
temple at Varanasi* with the image (inside it) at the place where was 
preached the law. Of the viharas in which the Teacher himself had 


1 Tib. shi-war-s&msfa, Schiefner translates by 'Sanftmuth'— Tr. 

2 ie. Buddha, Dharma and Sangha — Tr, 

3 i.e, the Deer Park at Sarnath-~Tr. 
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lived, and which, by virtue of the supernatural nature in their essence, 
were visible through magic, there were at this time no more traces left 
because of palpable mutilation and other mishaps incidental to living 
beings. For this reason the Brahmaija Sujaya erected an image and 
a temple in the Bamboo grove at Rajagrha. But the youngest 
brother Kalyana erected the most holy temple with the Mahabodhi at 
the VajrSsana Gandhola. 1 The workmen were the divine artists who 
came down in human forms The workmen who erected the 
Mahabodhi were divine artists and Kalyana was inside, and they 
had agreed that no other person should be allowed to come in till 
the seventh day. When the sixth day came, the mother of the three 
brothers arrived there and knocked at the door. The people told 
her, “As now no more than six days have expired, to-morrow the 
door will be opened. 1 ’ The mother replied, ‘‘As I must die this even- 
ing and as I alone on this earth have seen the Buddha, others later 
will not know whether the image of the Tathagata has or has not the 
exact likeness, therefore open the door at once.” When the door 
was opened, the divine artists vanished, 2 After looking at the image 
closely she said that it was wholly like the Teacher except at three 
points : it was without the streaming forth of light, it was not teaching 
the law, and it was only in the sitting posture and not in any other 
of the three postures of the body, 3 It was declared that the image 
was similar to the real Buddha. As the seven days had not expired, 
some portions were not completed, some noticed that the toe of his right 
foot was missing, others said that the curling of the hair on his 
head was not right, these were executed later on. The Panditas also' 


1 Corrupted from Sans, Gandhalaya. The perfumed room occupied 
by Buddha is called Gandhakufci in Pali. It generally refers to the 
room made by Anathapindika in Jetavana, — Tr, 

2 A similar legend is told by Hiuen Tsang (Watters’ Yuan 
Chwangi vol, ii, p. n 6) of the construction of the image of Gautama 
Buddha in the temple to the east of the Bodhi tree at Bodli Gaya, 
Mahabodhi here, as in the accounts of Hiuen Tsang, I-tsing and other 
Chinese travellers, is the name of a Vihara, and not of a temple (See 
Watters’ Yuan Chwang, vol. ii, pp. 118-119) Tr. 

3 Buddha’s images are usually built in all four or any one^of the 
four postures, viz,, Preaching, Reclining, Walking and 
Some of the recently built temples at Colombo hav* "nacre 
in all these four postures,— Tr, 

9simsms isalSisitfftllfli ilillllll 7 "r . 
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said that the hair of the body, and the robe, which did not touch the 
body, were not completed. Pandita Ksemendrabhadra 1 also said 
the same. On the same evening the brahman! Jassa vanished out of 
the present existence without any suffering. When shortly thereafter 
the brahmana Kalyana went away to some place, he found one of 
the self-luminous emeralds. He thought that if he had found it 
before the erection of the Mahabodhi, he might have made out of 
it a stone for the eyes, but it was not then found. While he was 
thus thinking, there appeared immediately a self-formed hole in the 
place of the eyes (of the image of the Buddha). When the people 
were on the point of splitting up the precious stone into two 
parts, there appeared of itself a second one like the first, so they 
were set in the places of both eyes. In the same manner he found 
a luminous Indranlla and fixed it in the ring of hair between the 
eye-brows. Through his magical power illuminating light shone 
forth in the interior of the Mahabodhi temple continuously through 
the night up to the time of king Rathika. The three Brahmana 
brothers thereafter maintained 500 bhiksus in their three Viharas and 
provided the whole brotherhood with all necessaries. The fourth 
section, the events of the time of the venerable Upagupta. 

V, Events at the Time of the Venerable Dhitika. 

The venerable Upagupta handed over the teachership to the 
venerable Dhitika. This is his history. In the land of UjjayinI 
there lived a sagacious and wealthy brahmana. He had a son called 
Dhitika, highly intelligent, wise and upright, and versed in the four 
Vedas and the eighteen sciences. When his father, full of joy, 
furnished him with a house and sought a wife for him, he prayed for 
permission to enter into the priestly office, as he had no desire for a 
household life. His father said that if he positively wished to become 
a priest, he should not do it before his death and in the mean- 
time, train up a group of 500 brahmanas. He complied with his 
father s wishes and by living a life of purity in the house, he ins- 
tructed 500 brahmanas in the various sciences without any prejudice. 


1 Tibetan sa. dban. bjan. po ; can he be identical with the 
Ksemendra mentioned in Burnouf’s Introduction etc., p. 555 ? See also, 

RajataranginI, I, 13 where he is mentioned as an author of a table 
of princes ( nrpavali '), 
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When hife father died si 2 certain time he distributed the whole 
wealth of the house among the Sramanas and Brahmanas, and 
he himself with a following of 500 betook himself to a wandering life, 
passed through the sixteen great cities, asking the most famous 
brahmanas and tirthikas about the way of the perfect purity of life 1 2 3 , 
but he could not obtain a satisfactory answer. Finally he asked 
the venerable Upagupta in Mathura. There he became very believ- 
ing, entered into the priestly order and was ordained as a bhiksu. 
As Upagupta delivered the seven kinds of instructions, the 500 
brahmanas obtained Arhathood in 7 clays. The venerable Dhitika 
gave himself up to the contemplation of the eight mmohms? He led 
many distinguished brahmanas of the widely different regions into the 
most excellent belief in the Buddha’s teaching. When the venerable 
Upagupta delivered to him the teachership he gave admonitions to 


the fourfold assemblies of the six cities, and greatly propagated the 
teaching of Buddha, leading all living beings to happiness. At that 
time there lived in the land of Tukhara, the king Minara,* All the 
inhabitants of that land honoured the God of Heaven, but they knew 
no difference between virtue and vice. At the time of their festivals 
they used to offer to heaven the great smokes arising out of the burn- 
ing of rice, clothing-stuff, precious stones and scented wood. With 
a company of 500 Arhants, Dhitika flying through the air went to 
the place of . sacrifice and settled themselves down in the dining 
hall. The people thinking, that he was the God of Heaven, fell at 
his feet and offered him riches ; but when he delivered the teaching, 
the king at the head of 1000 men perceived the truth and innumer- 
able men were initiated in the formulas for seeking refuge and 
the main principles of the teaching. Having lived there for 3 summer 
months, he increased the number, of bhiksus immeasurably and the 
result was that a thousand bhiksus attained Arhathood, Later on 
when the route between this land and Kasmlra could be travelled 
safely, many Sthaviras came from the land of KaSmira and the 
teaching spread yet more. At the time of this king and his son 

1 Tib, tshans. par. spyod generally refers to the purity of life in 
reference to perfect abstinence from female company— S. C, Dass 
Tib. Die. 

2 See Mahavyutpatti, lxx, for enumeration and explanation-Tr. 

3 . It is natural here to think of Meuandros. See Lassen, I/td, suUr. 

II, p. 3*3ff- • ■: 
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Iraasya 1 2 Jo great Viharas were filled up with an innumerable crowd 
of priests. In the east also in Kamarupa the brahmana Siddha who 
was equal to great king in respect of his riches, brought offerings to 
the Sun with a company of many thousands. Once when he made 
offerings to the Sun, the venerable Dhltika showed a magical feat, 
as he came out of the midst of the Sun's disc and with much light 
streaming forth he placed himself before the brahmana, who took the 
former to be the Sun-god, brought him offerings and showed veneration 
to him. After the teaching was delivered to him and great faith 
was roused in him, the venerable Dhltika appeared in his own form. 
When he again preached the law, the brahmana perceived the truth, 
and living full of great faith, he built the Mahacaitya Vihara, gave 
a great feast to the brethren of the four regions and spread the teach- 
ing of Buddha considerably in Kamarupa, At that time the brahmana 
Adarpa* was exercising the rulership in the west in Malwa without 
wearing the crown. He killed daily a thousand goats and offered a 
sacrifice of flesh and blood to the fire. He had a thousand sacrificial 
altars. He made the brahmanas belonging to his circle to bring 
goats for sacrifice according to their means and the non-brahmanas 
to gather materials for the sacrifice. Once when he wished to make an 
offering of cattle, he invited to the sacrifice the Bsi Bhrguraksasa 
of the Bhrgu lineage, gathered two thousand white cows, invited also 
other brahmanas and procured many other sacrificial requisities. 
When the sacrifice was about to be performed the venerable Dhltika 
came to that place. The fire could in no way be kindled to a flame and 
the cattle could in no way be killed, and the brahmaqas, when they 
wished to repeat the Vedas and the formulas of prayer, could not 
bring forth any sound. Then Bhrguraksasa said that the performance 
of the sacrifice was prevented by the craft of the Sramana who was 
present there. All of them threw stones, clods and dust at him, but 
when they saw that these things were turned into flowers and sandal 
powder, they became very believing, showed him veneration and 
begged forgiveness asking what they should do. The Venerable One 
said “Hear, O Brahmanas, and let it off, why these sinful offerings ? 
Distribute gifts and practise meritorious deeds, while you yourselves 
being gods of brahmana lineage are obliged to perform the duties 


1 Might we here think of Hermaios ? See Lassen, op. cit„ p, 334. 

2 Tib. dregas med, “the pride-less,” also dregas bral in Manjusri- 
mulatantra, leaf. 343. 
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of a mother, how can the gods have anything to do with the killing 
of fathers and mothers ? If the brill manas cannot touch the unclean 
flesh of the cow, can the gods be satisfied with the same ? Oh Esis, 
away with this sinful law. If you have longing for flesh-food why 
should you need this fire offering and shedding (of blood). The magi- 
cal formulas which teach salvation through illusion are only a decep- 
tion of the world/’ After he had clearly delivered this and similar 
teachings, they felt repentance for their sinful deeds, they became 
ashamed of their conduct, they cast down their faces and being 
overpowered they asked for a means by which they could restrain 
their sins. For these purposes they were all initiated according to 
the teaching of the Venerable in the refuge formulas and the five 
tenets. On the site of the pleasure grove of the householder Ghosavanta 
there was built a great Vihara, and they strove for the seven kinds of 
blessings accruing from the right application of wealth. In this manner 
did Dhitika spread the teaching very much in the land. Not long before 
this time King Asoka was born. Dhitika gradually brought 500 
brahmanas to the faith in the three jewels and after he had guided the 
Buddha’s teaching for a long time and worked for the salvation of living 
beings he gave up the teacher’s office to the venerable Kala,he vanished 
from the present into the region of Uj jay ini, which was a part of 
Malwa, The fifth s e c t i o n, the events of the time of the venerable 
Dhitika. ' . : - : . >. 


Svapna-nataka and Svapna-vasavadatta 

In 1912, Dr. Ganapati Sastii published in the Trivandrum Sans- 
krit Series, some thirteen dramatical works, which are attributed to the 
so-called Bhasa. These thirteen plays, which are praiseworthy because 
of their antiquity, diction, plot, phraseology, and other qualities, 
attracted the special attention of the scholars of Oriental Literature. 
And as a result, scholars were divided in their opinion about the 
authorship of these plays and contributed several articles in accordance 
with their respective views, (i) Some of them have accepted 
Bhasa’s authorship of these plays, (2) while some others argue that 
these plays do not belong to the real Bhasa-muni who i§ praised by 
Kalidasa, Bana and others. (3) A third set of scholars has examined 
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the dramas and produced some internal evidence based on prayoga- 
visesa, Prakrfc language, and the names of places and cities, and fixed 
the date of these plays as between the first and the third century a. c. 

The scholars who oppose Bhasa’s authorship of these plays have 
adduced many arguments in order to arrive at their own conclusions. 
Among those arguments, one supplementary question is considered by 
them as follows : The first and main drama among the lot is designa- 
ted as “Svapna-vasavadatta” This desgination is a wrong one, but 
the real name of the work published by the Sastrl is “Svapna-nataka.” 
“Svapnn-vasavadatta” and “Svapna-nataka” are different plays. Bhasa is 
the author of ‘‘Svapna-vasavadatta’hvhich hitherto has not been publish- 
ed nor is available in any of the libraries even in manuscript form. 
“Svapna-nataka*' is a quite different work from the above, and it must 
have been written by a Kerala poet to suit the Kerala stage, or it must 
be in close resemblance to a play that treats of the story of ‘Udayana/ 
The published work is (< Svapna-nataka” and there is no evidence to 
attribute it to the great poet Bhasa. 

It will be clear from the passages quoted below that Professor 
Macdonell also holds the same theory on this point. 1 

‘‘Some fourteen years ago (1912) there were published in Southern 
Malabar, at Trivandrum, thirteen Sanskrit plays that were by the 
editor, followed by most Sanskrit scholars, identified with the long 
lost works of Bhasa. The sole basis of this far-reaching identification 
is that, although all these plays are anonymous, the title of a single one 
of them, * Svapna-mtaka' (in one Ms. entitled 'Svapna- vasavadatta'), may 
be the same as that of the only play, 'Svapna-vasavadattd , twice men- 
tioned by ancient authorities as the work of Bhasa. The uncertainty 
as to the same play being meant by the divergent titles is increased by 
the fact that a verse quoted by Abhinavagupta on the Dhvanyaloka 
as occurring in the e Svapna- vasavadaitdis not to be found in the ‘ Svap - 
m~Miaka' The supposed identity of these two titles is the only clue 
available as to the authorship of the Svapna-nataka . For, contrary to \ 
the general practice of Sanskrit dramas, the 'Svapna-mtaka' does not 
r name its author. Thus even this support for the identification of the 
recently edited Trivandrum play with the ancient ‘ Svapna-vasavadattd 
of the real Bhasa is wanting. 

^ The very dubious identification of the Trivandrum 'Svapna-nataka' 
with the 'Svapna-vasavadattd! of the ancient poet Bhasa. on the strength 



1 India’s Past by A. A. Macdonell, Ch, V-c, p. 103, Oxford, 1927. 
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of the possible identity of their titles, but without the support 
of any corroborative evidence, is made the basis of the much more 
far-reaching and uncertain conclusion that the other twelve recently 
published plays are, owing to their great similarity of style and the 
possession of many passages in common, not only the production of 
one and the same poet, but that that poet is Bhasa. Not only are all 
these plays anonymous, but we do not even know any of the titles 
of the plays of the ancient Bhasa except only * Svapna-vasavadatta.' 
Now the similarity in style of these thirteen plays may very well 
be due to the peculiarities and exigencies of the stage in Malabar, 
where alone these plays are known and acted. No attempt at in- 
vestigation in this direction has yet been made, at least, by any of 
the western supporters of this hypothesis. Again, many of the 
views expressed as to the relative merits of these plays are purely 
subjective, and can have no decisive cogency in regard to facts.” 

Dr. Gastrin has edited “Svapna-vasavadatta” nine times, the first 
two editions appeared in the Trivandrum Sanskrit Series of the 
Travancore Government, The other editions are publications 
with his own commentary. For each of these editions, he was 
able to consult some new manuscripts (secured then and now) 
from various parts of Malabar. I have also examined seve- 
ral original manuscripts of these plays, which Dr. Gastrin had no 
occasion to use for his editions. Dr. Sastrin makes it plain that 
none of these manuscripts bear the full name ‘Svapna-vasavadatta.’ But 
all the manuscripts hitherto found possess one or other of the follow- 
ing lines at the end of the work : (t) (2) WTHT 

.(3) 1 On the other hand, two reasons induced Dr. 

Gastrin to give the name “Svapna-vasavadatta” for the work as he clearly 
states in his introduction . 1 One is a Ms, copy of this drama, which was 


x “I was able to obtain a complete, though not correct, Ms. 
of each of the two plays 'Svapna' and 'Pratifna-yaugandkarapana: 
This was from my esteemed friend Pandit A. Anantacharya of Mysore, 
who was kind enough to send me a copy . of his copy of the Ms. 
obtained by him from Kerala. At the end of this Ms. copy of 'Svapna- 
nataka ’ is written WJWp This agrees with what we supposed 

to be the full name of 1 Svapna-nataka.' " (Intro, to Svapna-vas&va* 
datta ,” 1912, p. xxi. Trivandrum Sanskrit Series, No. 15). 

“Following . the . Subhasita of RajaSekhara, this Nataka has been 
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copied from an original Ms. of Malabar some years ago, and was in 
the possession of A. Anantacharya of Mysore. This has been utilised 
by Dr. Sastrin. At the end of the work, this Ms. contained ‘Svapna- 
vasavadattam samaptam.” The other is, as Rajasekhara has mentioned, 
a drama called ‘Svapna-vasavadatta.” 

Now, I introduce this note, simply to show that the old 
name of the work is “Svapna-vasavadatta” as it is designed by Dr, 
Gastrin and not ‘Svapna-natakaV 

There is a Ms. in the Madras Oriental Manuscripts Library called 
“Sakuntala-vyakhya” 1 hitherto not published. This is a commen- 
tary on Kalidasa's “ A b i jha n a-sa ku n t a 1 a/' This work is also called 
‘‘Sakuntala-carcca " As the commentator says at the end of each act 
■sflr srotor., etc., there is a probability of assum- 

ing the name ‘‘Sakuntala-carcca* as a correct one. The Ms. is an 
incomplete one and runs up to the middle of the sixth Act. The 
work not only comments on the text of “Sakuntala” as the other com- 
mentaries generally do, but also makes a comparative study of other 
dramas, describes the characteristics of actors, discusses many pro- 
blems of scenic art 2 and quotes authoritative statements from various 
authors to establish his own conclusion. Regarding the structure of 
the plot he introduces many alterations and changes in ‘Abhijilana- 
iakuntala* after comparing it with the ‘Sakuntalopakhyana* of ‘fori- 
mahabharata.’ The style of the commentary is simple and sweet. 
The author of the commentary is not known, but it can be guessed 
that the probable date of the work Is 14th century A.C. The work 
frequently mentions the following : 

, (i) dramatical works : Anargharaghava, (Mata a) Vlracarita, Malatl- 

madhava, Venlsamhara, Vmavasavadatta, Balaramayana, Mala- 
vikagnimitra, Vikramorvaslya, Prabodhacandrodaya, Naga- 


styled 'Svapna-vasavadatta? It can also be termed { Svapna-vasavadatta* 
or *Svapna-natakam ”. (Preface to Ibid.) 

1 Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras. No. I.33.17. 
orR. No. 277S. 

This Manuscript was transcribed in 1918-19, from a Ms, of Nara- 
yana Nambudiri of Kudalur Mana, Narari, Trittala, Malabar District. 

■* 1 

wnat n 

(Sakuntala-vyakhya, p. 1 ), 
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nanda, Carudatta, Karpuramafijarl, Traivikrama, Bhagavadaj- 
jukn, Dutaghatotl aca, Kalyanasaugandhika, Paficaratra, Bala- 
carita, RatnavalT, Svapnavasavadatta, Ascaryacudamani, Avima- 

raka, (Tapatl) Samvarana, 

id)} and other works : Natyasastra, Sahityasara, Bharatasamgraha, 
Srimahabharata, Kumarasambhava, Meghasandesa, Raghu- 
vaiiisa, Snigaraprakasa (Bhoja), Ramayana, 

(iil) and authors : Bahurupakamisra, Rajasekhara, Dhvanikara, 
(Amara) Simha, Kamandaka, Divakara, Yadava, Kesava, 
Vyaktivivekakara (Mahimabhatta), Yajfiavalkya, Vahata, and 
Kautalya. 

It is a common fact that in all dramas except the thirteen of 
the so-called Bhasa the sentence, aa: nftafa could be 

seen after the benedictory verse at the beginning of the play. 
But in the case of these thirteen plays the same sentence is put 
before the benedictory verse in a peculiar manner. Dr. Sastrin 
states 1 that this is the peculiarity of Bhasa’s works, and Bana 
at the beginning of his ‘Harsacarita’ described this peculiarity of 
Bhasa’s works in a verse in which he praises Bhasa as a great drama- 
tist. This statement of Dr. Sastrin is not acceptable because even 
some other dramas such as ‘Tapatisamvarana/ ‘Subhadradhanafijaya’ 
‘Mattavilasaprahasana,’ 'Kalyanasaugandhika/ ‘Bhagavadajjuka,’ and 
‘Traivikrama’ bear the same sentence before benedictory verse. In 
addition to this I have examined several original Mss. of ^akuntala, 
Karpuramafijarl, and other works. Some of them bear the same 
sentence before the verse. On this point the commentator states : 

t 

(p. x). 

Commencing in this manner he concludes that if the meaning of the 
word 'nandl’ is 'vadyavadanakriya’, then the sentence must be before 
the verse, and if it means the' benedictory verse the sentence 
must be after the same verse. 




V .. ^ 


Bhattabana in the above sloka qualifies Bhasa’s Natakas ; it 
applies to these plays, for every one of them begins with the stage 
direction m, nftsrfu xjjWpc: i " ' ' ... 
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It is generally seen that at the commencement of dramas the 
Sutradhara enters the stage and then calls his actress for con- 
versation, But in Traivikrama 1 this is not the order adopted. So 
he says : — 

cfftsfifr g m\ nPtsifh m froftfen m 

1 nrgcrr%ft TOrrafwstfs? W’fjprt *r€hre€brt FT*!? wit pr. i 

NrewrafapFf ^r? wist ff?t to?!, top? 1 ^jtoto srprorbrot sg^rtS ^ 
TOfte riFfrm i mT^c[ w — -“tosto to sPmfh ^r— *nnr frora’’ 

TOtt 1 crarft wre«u rei:, TOStstProtTg t g|'M<Jl«st*tra 1 to ^ 

TOftosrow 1 fp. 33). 

While referring to the discussion whether Prakrt or Samskrt is to 
be preferred for the use on the stage by Sutradhara, the work men- 
tions Carudatta as follows : — 

TO5TO FT; I 1 I ppf ^SSTO Hl®cttW«hSl<t I (p.r 2). 

In another place the same work is mentioned thus : — 

. to —to ^TOro yinPj ’ cgnli i i 'rl TO \totc TOPTOfrororrei *sfro snips 

TOTOSTOPTO TO?? TO'si TO TOTO flwfaTONf 1 (p. 23). 

The following passages are the portions in which Bhagavadajjuka, 
Dutaghafcotkaca, Kalyanasaugandhika, Pancaratra, and Balacarita are 
mentioned in the commentary : — 2 

to niftn *tf h to ( ^totto ) i totototo! far^raf 

nfh 1 m ( ) *t£f jfffu *rg tow fert i 

[ totot ] TOfaf?t %r, gn? will i to Fr# irarrctsft «nt g i w#fl- 

mgi fp. h)- 


1 Traivikrama is a very small drama (prahasana) in one act and 
is published by K. R, Pisharoti in ‘Shaman! The 1 V amanwatara,- 
prahanaha of N a ray ana-Bhatta includes two verses from this play, 

2 Kalyana-s augandhika by Nllakantha-kavi is published by Dr. L. 
D. Barnett of the British Museum in the Bulletin of the School of 
Oriental Studies, London, vol. Ill, and the same is re-edited with 
commentary by me in the Punjab Skt \ Series, but it contains only one 
act. From this extract we must guess that there must have been a 
work named 1 Kalyana-asaugandhika ' containing several acts which 
hitherto has not been secured. 



SVAPNA-NaTAKA AND SYAPNA-VaSAVADATTA 727 

Mention is made of Duta-ghatotkaca alone in another place 

f^ar^l'^rRTO: T 

*rofwr: ^rfn Mroft 

TOro<iiti%TOr#s[T: n nft; 1 (p. 24). 

tot ( fWisfit ) W*RX tiTOiM *jar 1 ( p . ibid). 

The reference to the Vlnavasavadatta 1 is given below from the 

commentary :— 

vA nr 

{ toto^ ) TOrffa” to# stor i (p. 28). 

The commentary explains the meaning of the word ‘Sthapana.’ 
In that connection Avimaraka is mentioned : — 

tot ^to^h srar 1 1 

t 5 rsn — ^rf%*rrc^-( era#- ) 1 to#toi qiftira tn m im 

wrapper gn: WPTfir rara<? topt ra tot} 1 to— fw#ls|hnfli 1 ®f*PT in; 

a<n ^ra#fnra i to— 1 ni^rafer-^ 3 nre^=m% 1 (p. 30). 

The reference to ‘Svapnavasavadatta’ from the commentary is 
given belows : — • ?? ' 

TO ^STOTOTO— • 

raiTOfror*! Prmrofrt 1 froiropf to w ^ 1 w wrPr 1 

( #raf ) 

tot? tot . 

TOf? 1 53?# — fe^TO WTri ft^raRTO ‘s.fir TtraifST? 1 fro*# 

*ftr %ro — totto. toto? ^STOTOft to tots TOTiT%nTOWnft& 1 
These quotations from ‘!§aku ntala-vyakhyS’ are to be found in all 


I A portion (eight pages) of the first act of the 'Vvm-vasavadatta' 
is published in the Journal of the Oriental Research , Madras, as its 
supplement. An incomplete Ms, copy of the drama which runs up to 
the third act is preserved in the Government Oriental Manuscripts 
Library, Madras, Some fragment palm-leaves of the first to eight acts 
of the drama are in my possession. This drama has also a peculiar 
manner as the other thirteen plays of so-called Bhasa. It mentions no 
author or place in the Sthapana. The sentence beginning with TO * 

U-L * 4-Uck KarfirmiiKT nf thft nfav. , 
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the thirteen plays of Bhasa. The name ‘Svapna-vasavadatta’ is also 
mentioned in two places. Dr. Sastrin has given the name in neuter 
gender but the same appears here in feminine gender . 1 So we may 
take it that 'Svapna-nataka* is a contracted form of ‘Svapna-vasava* 
datta-nataka,’ as ‘Candra’ of ‘Candragtipta, 5 ‘Pratijua’ of ‘Pratijuayau- 
gandharSyana,’ and ‘Ketu’ of ‘Malayaketu,’ according to the popular 
maxim nwre'W i Therefore we come to the conclusion 

that the real name of the Trivandrum Drama is “Svapna-vasavadatta" 
and not “ Svapna-nataka,” 

V. Venkataram Sharma 


The Lumbini-Pilgrimage Eecord in ^^Inscriptions 

The votive record of A§oka 7 s pilgrimage to the village of Lumbinl 
is preserved in two inscriptions, one Incised on a stone pillar (silathabha) 
and the other on a stone slab ( silaphalaka)* The copy on the silathabha 
is what is. familiarly known as the Rummxndei Pillar Inscription and 
that on the silaphalaka may be designated the Kapilesvar Stone- 
slab Inscription. The Rummindei copy remains incised on the lower 
portion of a broken pillar of Asoka which stands “as a mere stamp, 
but still in situ”, ‘'near the shrine of Rummindei, about a mile to the 
north of the village of Parariya, which Is about 2 miles north of Bhag- 
vanpur, the head-quarters of the Nepalese tahsll of that name, and 
about five miles to the north-east of Dulha in the British district of 
Basti/ 3 * 

The Kapilesvar copy, first brought to public notice by Mr. Haran- 
chandra Chakladar of the Calcutta University, was procured In about 
March 1928 by Mr. Birendranath Roy for his museum at Puri from a 
farmer of the village of Kapilesvar, situated nearly a mile to the south 
of the famous Lingaraj Temple at Bhuvanesvar. The farmer had 
found the inscribed stone-slab set in the mud-wall- of his hut. This is 
all the information which Mr. Roy and others could gather from him/ 2 


1 * If we accept the name in feminine gender we have to correct 

Rajasekhara’s Suhhasita words as instead of 

m i 

' 2 Pravasi (a Bengali monthly), Sravan, 1335, B, 3 . (i.e f , July 1928), 

p. 627. ... ... 


CORRECTION SLIP 


P. 729 1.19 Read 

1.29 
1.32 
1.37 


athabhagiy[e\ 

silatkabka 

aihabhagiy\e\ 

a.thabhagiy\e\ 


for 

»« 

t> 

5 » 


athabhagiya 

sil{a)thabha 

athabhagiya 

athabhagiya 
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The Rummindei inscription is beautifully designed in five lines, 
the first four of which run to the full length, keeping a uniform margin 
on both side?, and the fifth line, which starts from the same margin 
on the left, is made up of the six concluding letters,. The number of 
letters is not the same in all the lines, and, in this respect, the design 
differs from that of the Second and the Third Barabar Hill Cave ins- 
criptions. With this may be contrasted the design of the KapileSvar 
inscription, which covers almost the whole of the surface of a piece of 
stone measuring, if placed vertically, 1' f in length, 1' in height 
and f in thickness. The very appearance of the stone-slab suggests 
that originally it formed part of a larger whole, the mutilation being 
clearly perceptible in the upper part. The inscription consists of six 
lines, and there appears a matked tendency to accommodate fifteen 
letters in each line, although a slight variation is noticeable in lines 4 
and 5, each of which contains sixteen letters. The size of the letters 
becomes smaller here and there after the second line, As in the Third 
Barabar Hill Cave inscription, we further notice an attempt to run 
all the lines between the same margin. In line 6 there are some 
nine additional letter-forms, four before and six after athabkagiya, 
which are not to be found in the Rummindei record. Similarly, 
there are two additional forms at the end of line 5 immediately after 
ubalika kata, iidiyy 

If the text of the Rummindei inscription be taken as the standard, 
that of the Kapilesvar will be found to present certain variations, 
slips and omissions, as will appear from the following table: 

1. Variations — (a) D{e] vanamphiyena for Devanampiyena ; [b) 
Piyadashina for Piyadasina ; (c) vi° for vl° ; ( d ) Bwdha for 
Budke ; (e) f[a\ta for fatty (/) say a for sakya° j (g) kala- 
ph(i)t{a) for kalapita j (h) sil{a)thabha va for silathabhe cha ; (t) 
u(sa)p{a)p(i)ta for usapapite ; ( / ) ?\a\te ta for fate ti 5 (A) 
Uypminigame for Lunwiinigame ; (/) ubahka kata for ubalike 
kale ; and {in) athabkagiya for athabkagiya. 

2. Slips — {a) visabkisitena for visati-vasabhisitena ; (b) agicha 
for atana agacha ; and (c) mahida for mahxyite hida . 

3. Additions — {a) Il o (v)tk 0 (200) 4.0 between ubalika kata and 

athabkagiya ; {b) three Kharoshthi letters between two uni- 
form devices after athabkagiya in line 6, the devices appear- 
ing somewhat like inverted Brabmi ma or inverted naridi- 
pada symbols, and the Kharoshthi letters reading from 
right to left ch{u or m) dra ya. 

' - ■ - ■ : ' ' - - : I-.;:. . 
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Examining the letters in the Kapilesvar inscription, we may ob- 
serve that inspite of certain curious forms such as those of to, k, g, 
ch, /, n, m and v, the specimen of the script is, on the whole, not such 
as to warrant the suppostion that it is not Aiokan, With regard to 
the curious forms, we may note that iru is represented by a short 
vertical upper stroke instead of by a dot (cf. Devanam in 1 , i,) ; that in 
line 3, the two sides of g do not appear to meet on the top at a sharp 
angle ; that in the same line, the curvature of ch is abnormally large 
and almost appears to be of the same height as the vertical line ; 
that in the same line, the upper portion of the' vertical of k is some- 
what longer than the lower ; that the upper and lower curvatures 
of / everywhere look effaced, leaving in the middle only a curve 
(but not a [sharp angle) ; that in line i. i, n is made up of a vertical 
line with a rectangular base open in the middle of the top; that, 
in lines 3 and 5, the intersected portion of the circle of m looks 
effaced, so that the letter appears to enclose a gap from top to 
bottom; and, lastly, that in the first v of line I, the circle is dispro- 
portionately large, : ■ 

But, on a careful examination of all the letters in the inscription, 
it will be evident that the really unusual forms are only those of 
m, ch and n. As regards the other letters, they occur in this very 
inscription in those forms that are also met with in other inscriptions 
of ASoka. In fact, we get two varieties of the form of each of the 
letters k, g, m, and y [cf. k (1. 3) with k (1. 4), g (1. 3) with g (1. 5), 
m (11. 3, 5) with m (1. 2) where there is a clear evidence of original 
intersection of the curves, y (I. 1) with y ( 1. 3)], Chanda has 
noted the occurrence in this inscription of unusual forms of n and j. 1 
We have to point out that the form of the dentals is all right, 
and the sibilant in line 1, which may strike one as unusual, is but 
a regular Brahml form of the lingual sibilant sh, and not of the 
dental s; and that the letter which he specifies as a curious form 
of the dental nasal n, may not be a curious form of n but of 
the lingual nasal n. So far as it can be judged from the form of the 
dental nasal employed in this inscription, there is nothing unusual 
about it. In the case of each of the letters k, ch, g, and v, the form 
which we have pointed out at the outset as unusual is not so, 


1 See Rai Bahadur Ramaprasad Chanda’s note on the newly 
discovered Kapilesvar inscription, in the Bengali monthly, Pravasl, 
Asvin, 1335 b.S. (i.e., Oct, 1928), pp. 806-7. 






Reproduced from Mr. Bannerji’s photograph by kind permission of 

Mr. B. N. Roy. 
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because it is also met with in some of the other inscriptions of A§oka, 
for instance, k with the vertical longer in the upper portion occurs 
in the Brahmagiri copy of M.R.E. I ; the disproportionate size 
of the curve of ch is amply illustrated by the cV s in the Delhi- 
Mirath copy of R.E. If, e.g., in the words sache, sockaye (1. 2), chilcmthi- 
tika (1. 6 ) ; g (1. 3 ) has its parallel in go of nigohakubha in the First 
Barahar Hill Cave inscription ; the rather disproportionate circle of 
the first v in line 1 finds its parallels in the First and the 
Second Barabar Hill Cave inscriptions; the form of / similarly has 
its counterpart in the last named inscriptions and also an interesting 
parallel in the / of Jambudlpasi in line 3 of the Brahmagiri copy 
of M.R.E. I ; as to the parallels of m and y s they are too numerous to 
require any reference here, it being borne in mind, with regard to the 
former, that the opening in the middle is perhaps due to the surface 
of the stone being worn out. 

If the question be raised as to whether it was possible for the same 
scribe, as here, to design different forms of one and the same letter 
In the same inscription, our duty should simply be to refer the ques- 
tioner, first to the three copies of M.R.E. I, which we definitely know 
to have been inscribed by one and the same scribe, viz., Chapada 
and particularly to the Brahmagiri copy where the f of line 3 differs 
entirely from the f of line 6 and the first m of line 3 from the second 
m as well as the third ; and secondly, to the Lauriya-Araraj copy 
of P.E. I, where the letter y occurs throughout in two forms, as in the 
Kapilesvar inscription, nay, even in one and the same line. 

The three Kharoshthl letters between the two devices shaped like 
inverted Brahmi ma in the right half of line 6, Which have hitherto 
escaped notice, have an importance all their own. The word 
represented by them is Chudrayd or Cku(rn,)draya, One may be tempted 
to read, from left to right, the first two letters as Brahmi ga and ja and 
the third doubtfully as Brahmi ma, but, to guard against such a preci- 
pitate course, it must be pointed out that nowhere in this inscription 
the Brahmi / or the Brahmi m hangs below the level of the line or of 
the accompanying letters, as the second and the third letters (read 
from left to right) do here. All the features of the three letters are 
properly accounted for, if we read them as Kharoshthl, It is easy to 
understand that the purpose of inserting the word between the two 
symbols was to keep it distinct from the text of the inscription. Like 
Chapada of M.R.E. I, Ch(u)mdraya may be regarded as the name of the 
scribe. Considered in this Jight>-it enables us to set down' this inscription 

' I,aQ., DECEMBER, 19^9 . 19 
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as a Brahmi record in the extreme north of India wherein the name of 
the scribe appears in Kharoshth! just as the word lipikara does in the 
Brahmagiri, Siddapura and J afcinga-Ramesvara copies of M.R.E. I in 
the extreme south. It is to be noted that in the three south-Indian 
inscriptions, the colophon of the text consists of a complete sentence, 
Chapadena likhitam (or °te) lipikarena> ‘written by Chapada, the scribe’, 
the first two words of which are in B rah mi and the third word in 
Kharoshth! ; whereas in the present inscription such a full statement 
could not be made apparently for want of space, and consequently 
the name Chu{m)draya stands alone enclosed by the two symbols. 
The subscription of the name in Kharoshth! at the end of a Brahmi 
inscription proves, precisely as in the case of the three south-lndian 
inscriptions, that the scribe himself hailed from the north-western part 
of India where Kharoshth! was the prevalent script, or that, at any rate, 
his own script, like that of Chapada , was not Brahm! but Kharoshth!. 

Since the publication of Chanda’s note on the new find (Pra- 
vaslt Oct. 1928), doubting the genuineness of the record, the general 
impression has been that it is a forgery. Those who have read his 
note, which is in Bengali, will, we think, agree with us that he has 
cast a doubt without a sifting examination of individual letters of 
the inscription in relation to one another as also to the letters of other 
ASoka inscriptions, particularly those in South India, which, as is 
well-known, are incised in Brahm! by a scribe whose habitual 
script was Kharoshth!. If our contention bears scrutiny, that is to 
say, if there occurs between the two devices a word represented by 
three Kharoshthl letters, whatever may be its final reading and inter- 
pretation, then the whole question as to the genuineness or other- 
wise of the Kapilesvar record will have to be reopened and approached 
in the light of the new aspect that it has now gained. Now, if from 
the occurrence, in a purely Brahm! record, of a colophon in Kharoshthl, 
the right inference be that it was incised by a professional scribe 
who had been brought up in the tradition of north-west India, it 
becomes necessary to enquire whether and how far in the Brahmi 
portion of that record the letter-forms and the language have 
been influenced respectively by Kharoshth! and the dialects of the 
north-west region where Kharoshth! was prevalent, that is to say, by 
the letters and dialects of Asoka’s Rock inscriptions at Shahbazgarhf 
and Mansehra, and further, whether in other well known Brahm! in- 
scriptions of A§oka we can discover traces of influence either in res- 
pect of letter-forms or in that of language. 
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With regard to letter-forms, the distinction between the dental 
and lingual nasals would not have struck us at all, had we not in 
mind the tendency in Kharoshtht to form the n by a loop at the base 
(cf. the ? la of Upikarena written in Kharoshthl in the colophon of the 
Brahmagiri copy of M.RE. f). If we bear in mind how such a 
lone habit of writing might exercise a sub-conscious influence on the 
scribe when he was engaged in incising an inscription in BrahmJ, to 
which he was not much accustomed, it becomes easy to understand 
how the figure of the Brahml lingual n could be drawn at the base 
describing a rectangle with the appearance of a oblong loop, so to say. 
Evidently, the scribe was labouring under a disadvantage, and the 
same impression gains ground in respect of the scribe of the three 
aforesaid South-Indian copies of M.R.E. I, when they are compared 
with the present inscription generally. 

As regards language, the orthography followed in the Kapilefivar 
inscription bears traces of influence of the north-western dialects, 
perceptibly in the substitution of the lingual n and sh for the dental 
n and 5 {Devanamphiyena Piyadashina), — a feature which is altogether 
absent in inscriptions to the east of Kalsi and south of Girnar. 
Such a substitution is, we think, also due to the same sub-conscious 
influence, on the scribe, of the orthography of the north-western dialects, 
and looking for parallels, we discover in Chapada’s copies of M.R.E. I 
at Brahmagiri, Siddapura, and Jatinga-RameSvara that the lingual 
nasal occurs in place of the dental of other copies, notably in the 
words pakaminena (Brahmagiri) and savane (in all the three copies). 
However much Chapada might have restrained himself in the Siddapura 
copy in respect of the dental in pa[kamine\na, his lurking predilec- 
tion for the lingual was so potent as to make him use it twice in the 
Brahmagiri variant, pakaminena, where he should have used it only 
once, consistently with the Shahbazgarhi and Mansehra dialects. Chapa- 
da’s performance, such as it is, will surely absolve the scribe of the 
Kapilesvar inscription from the guilt of having spelt the word Devanam 

with a lingual n. 

Further evidence of such an influence can be gathered from the 
Kalsi record of the Fourteen Rock Edicts, As regards orthography, 
the Kalsi version has, down to almost the end of R.E. IX, maintained 
harmony with Dhauli and Jaugada, and inclined, from the concluding 
portion of R.E. IX down to R.E. XIV, to resemble Shahbazgarhi 
and Mansehra. From R.E. X to R.E. XIV the inscription is by a 
different hand. It is in- this portion that we discern a marked pre- 
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ponderance of the lingual and the palatal sibilants (sk f S), although 
in respect of the dental nasal (n), sufficient care seems to have been 
taken to maintain the orthography of the texts in the preceding 
portion. Notwithstanding the fact that the scribe of the second portion 
of the Kalsi record did not emulate Chapada by using Kharoshfchl to 
provide a tangible proof of his connection with, or knowledge of, that 
script, it is not difficult to surmise from the aforesaid evidence that 
he, too, was a man of north-western tradition. As to the contrast 
between Chapada and the Kalsi scribe of the second portion, we find 
that while the former has shown his north-western predilection for n } 
the latter has done the same in respect of 6 and sA Then, where is the 
harm If the scribe of the Kapilesvar inscription has inclined towards 
both the lingual nasal and the lingual sibilant, when he, too, was as 
the Kharoshfchl colophon Chumdrayo shows, an inheritor of the same 
north-western tradition ? 

The additions and slips in the present inscripton constitute the 
second argument of Chanda for casting doubt on its genuineness. As 
regards .the additions, he has drawn attention to certain expressions 
represented by six letter-traces between ubalika kata and athabhagiya 
(as he. reads it) but he Is silent about the colophon enclosed by the 
two devices. His argument is that there is no scope any extra 
expression between ubalika kata and atkabhagiya* presumably on 
account of the fact that in the Rummindei copy the sense of the text 
is complete without it. 

But in pressing his argument he has not proved, as he ought 
to have done, that it was binding on the scribe or persons responsible 
for the Kapilesvar Inscription to strictly adhere to the Rummindei text 
and not to put in additional matters. If we compare the different 
versions of the Asoka edicts, it becomes increasingly clear that they 
differ In omissions and additions of expressions and in divisions of 
sentences, as, for instance, in the common portion of the three copies 
of the Schism Piilar edict at Sarnath, Kausambx and Sanehi, Again, 
In the case of M,R.E> I, it will be noticed that the introductory 

statement (SuvamnagirlU ayaputasa . „vataviya) of the three South- 

Indian copies has no counterpart in the remaining ones just as the 

concluding statement of the Sahasram copy (Ima c/m atkam likha- 

pay at ha ti) has no counterpart except in the copy found at Rup'nath. 
Such being the case, one ought to attempt a reading of the. extra 
expression in the Kapilesvar inscription before summarily dismissing 
it as superfluous. So far as we can make out, the six additional 
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letters representing the expression offer a reading J/ o (v)Jh {200) 40, 

If this reading be correct, then it must be said that the Rummindei 
copy is guilty of a very important omission. 

Now, with regard to the slips* the palpable and fatal errors, relied 
upon by Chanda as an argument in favour of the spuriousness of 
the Kapilesvar copy, it seems that he has tried to impress that the 
scribes* because they were employed by Piyadasi, were incapable of 
.such slips and errors. On the other hand, Piyadasi himself was fully 
cognisant of the fact that his scribes were not immune from such 
faults, and, as a matter of fact, he had to issue an edict, viz., 
R. R, XIV to excuse himself on their blunder ( lipikara - 
paradkena va) for the incomplete character of his rescripts here 
and there, and we need not cite here the numerous instances of 
errors his scribes had committed in different parts of India. The 
scribe of the Kapilesvar inscription may at .first sight appear to be 
far more guilty than the scribes of other inscriptions. One may point 
out with Chanda that he is guilty of a slip in 0 visabhisitena for vlsah- 
vasabhisitena , of the omission of atana or atam before agacha and of 
a serious slip in maklda for mahlyite hida . But we think that his 
* visabhisitena may be excused, as the sense (viz. ‘‘when he had been 
consecrated twenty years”) can be deduced from it without difficulty ; 
that the omission of atana before agacha is not -important, for the sense 
of it is implied In agacha itself ; and that the slip in maklda > 
serious though it may be, jeopardizing, as it does, the word hida 
which is to be connected with the next expression (viz., Buddha 
fata), does not, after all, wholly miss the form or the sense of 
mahlyite. Such thoughtless clipping and patching are, however, 
not without their parallels, and Chanda, in whose opinion there 
never occurs an instance of mutilation in the titles and years of 
coronation of the king, will perhaps be astounded to find that in 
the very edict (viz. R.E. XIV) in which the king seeks to excuse him- 
self on his scribes* errors, the Shahbazgarhi scribe writes with impu- 
nity the king's title as Devanampriyena Prisina (!). If this be the 
sample of slip committed in the execution of a Kharoshthi inscription 
by a scribe who was presumably conversant with the Kharoshthi script 
and familiar with the north-western dialects, the lapses which the 
scribe of the Kapilesvar inscription becomes guilty of, having had 
to execute a record in a rather unfamiliar script and an equally un- 
familiar dialect, lose at once their serious character on cc 
We do not deny that he was careless to a 
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be the reason for doubting the genuineness ot a record tar less 
of one .ascribed under peculiar circumstances. Indeed, before decid’ 
mg one .say or the other, the important point to consider must alwavs 
be theevdenceof the lurking influence of the north-western tradition 
betrayed by the scr.be in the Kharosh.h, ietters of the colophon, and 
5r ‘" 0graP ” y ° f t ' ,e "’ MdS 

The purport of the third argument of Chanda, in so far as it bears 

upon the question of forgery, is that if the record on the R Uf L ? 

pillar had sufficed to serve the kind’s niirnnw ti inc ei 

r U- King s pui pose, there was no occasion 

for its reduplication on a stone slab. The purpose of the king was 

m his opinion, two-fold : (i) to afford o-uklance tn th* .f ’ 

in identifying the actual spot of Buddha SakyamunZbirtl! § and 
( 2 ) to provide his revenue-collectors at Lumbinl with a direction 
^ drawing their attention to the immunities and privileges .ranted 
to the village. These constitute the basic fact of his argument W 

may certainly entertain them as inferences, but there are oZ c 
derations which must not be lost sight of. The text read as TT 

embodies a vivid record of the memorable deeds of merit don h 
a devout pilgrim on his visit to a spot which fn, i • . / 3ne 

fascination as the birth-place of Buddha <3-i lad * great 

mistake that in the emersions of he ""J* “TT « 

of Piyadasi has been transcended by .be gen ia „ ra « T f 
And the purpose which spontaneously " comes of , V T' 
not differ from that of other devout pil erims ° h does 

whose natural desire have sough, satisfaction in lab^teL ^ 
dual works of pietv with a ng meir ^divb 

of Piyadasi himself, such a desire has tT” 1 ' Speatin S 

on his second queen's donatio" fo fe” £T” >’» «&. 

merates broadly two tvoes of nin a ' ummindei text enu- 

similar acts, namely ?P ° f P '° US d “ ds ' “<* "Crated by two 

^ “ d s***. 

_ Benevol «"« ■ Lum.mini.giMi ubaliki kati and • a 

The .nscr.pt, on on the Kummindei Pillar (which 'is rn 7, ‘ ’ 

fits, type of work), is a proof .ha, the «“*' *!* 

a commemorative personal r^nrA u „ , P g ,abelled it with 

of the firs, type S haHt h ab °“' Wh “ d “ d 

etc.) and, as such, might equ “y , “kef “tV” “ ti0n 

“ * C °” tended * h “ — tapiW in XX a Jttl ? 
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not different from that involved in silUhahhe etc,, then what about 
the distinguishing tablet or tablets for the royal acts of benevolence 
representing the second type of work ? If it was found expedient 
to include in the record on the silaihabha the fact not only of 
the erection of the pillar itself but also of the disposing of the sitSr 
vigada and the dispensing of the acts of benevolence, why should it 
be found inexpedient to make a full record in each of the other two 


cases ? If silamgmla be a .carving in stone apart from the sila- 


ihabha, can we reasonably say that there was no occasion for another 
inscription of a similar kind ? In the case of the immunities and pri- 
vileges granted to the village of Lumbini, is it, again, unreasonable 
to imagine an occasion for necessarily two additional records, one 
for the guidance of the king's revenue-collectors and the other to be 
used by the villagers themselves as a documentary safe-guard against 
possible encroachment on their rights ? If there be any doubt about 
the possibility of such a royal procedure, viz., of multiplying the records, 
it may at once be removed by a reference to the Sarnath Schism 
Pillar inscription, which fortunately embodies the detailed instruction 
of Piyadasi to his Mahamatras as to the method to be followed by 
them for circulating the royal measure to all persons or groups of 
person whom it might concern, and this was to be done by means of 
as many copies as possible. If so, where is the difficulty in regarding 
the Kapilesvar copy as one of the possible additional records at 
Lumbini ? 

It can be pertinently asked, how is one to account for its find in 
a village in Bhuvanesvar In remote Orissa ? One of the following 
two explanations are possible : 


(i) that it was just a copy sent by Piyadasi to Tosali, the prin- 
cipal head-quarters of his Kalinga provi nee, for the informa- 
tion of his official representatives about his pious acts in 
Lumbini ; 

(II) that the record itself was In later times removed from Lumbini 
to Kalinga through some unknown agency. 

The first explanation, which has been offered by Chakladar, is ably 
refuted by Chanda, who argues that the subject-matter of the record, 
pertaining as it does to the village of Lumbini, has but a local inter- 
est and that there is nothing in the text of the inscription to necessl- 
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tate its circulation in a far-off province like Kalinga. 
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the second explanation, the only point for consideration is whether the 
removal of the inscribed stone slab from Lumblnl to Orissa was at 
all possible, and, if so, when, by whom, and for what reason ? 

The contingency of transference does not at all strike us as im- 
possible, especially when we have recorded instances of the removal 
of Anoka’s monoliths to long distances. It may be contended that 
those monoliths were removed on account of their artistic importance 
and that the inscribed stone slab of Kapilesvar had apparently no 
special attraction to have induced any one to remove it. History, how- 
ever, does not bear out that things of this kind were without their im- 
portance. The famous Hathigumpha inscription of the powerful 
Jaina king Kharavela of Kalinga, on the Udayagiri hill, only five 
miles from Bhuvanesvar, which is an epigraphic record assignable 
to as early a date as the second quarter of the first century A.C. 1 
{not to say that its date may be pushed even further back to the first 2 
or second century B.C. 3 4 ), expressly mentions that Kharavela trium- 
phantly brought back to Kalinga the seat of Jina, the pride of the 
people of Kalinga, which had been carried off (no doubt as a trophy) 
by one Nandaraja {Namdarafa-mtam Ka limga-fimsanam ). 1 An idea 
of such seats can be formed from the numerous pre-iconic representa- 
tions in ancient sculptures of the Buddbists and the Jains, notably 
those at Barhut, BodlvGaya and Udayagiri. They are so many 
cubical carvings of wood or stone, and, the inscribed stone slab of 
Kapilesvar, so far as its present form goes, may very well pass as a 
good example of them. Whatever the size or the material of the 
fimsana , the fact remains that it was in that distant age carried from 
and back to Kalinga as a signal proof of victory. In the case of the 
Kapile§var stone slab, even without imagining a contest of rival 
kings bringing about its transference, we can fancy the possi- 
bility of its removal under quieter circumstances, say, for instance, 
by some pious pilgrim or chance visitor ; for, after all, its size was 
not unmanageably large, nor was its conveyance difficult, on account 
of the proximity of ■Lumbtnl to Kapilavastu, the halting place along 


1 Barua, Old Bnihm Inscriptions, pp. 22, 45, 260. 

2 Chanda, MASL } No. i, pp. 14-15 ; Ray Chaudhuri, Political 
History of India, pp, 239-40, 258-59. 

3 Jayaswal and R. D, Bannerji in JBORS ,, 1917, pp. 495-497 et.seq, 

4 Jayaswal, / BORS vol. IV., pt, iv, p. 403 and Barua, Old 
Braktm Inscriptions, pp s 22, 260. 
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the great caravan route from Rajagaha, the capital of Magadha, to 
Fatitthana on the bank of the Godavari, 1 and also on account of the 
facility of communication between Magadha and Kalinga* both by 
land and sea, the land-route being expressly mentioned in the Datha- 
vamsa. Thus, by whatever tests the Kapilesvar record be judged, 
whether of palaeography, or of orthography, or of the Kharoshthi 
colophon, or of the possibility of multiplication of records, or of the 
chances of transport, one cannot see eye to eye with Chanda in respect 
of the charges he has preferred against the document. 

So much about the Kapilesvar inscription. We shall now proceed 
to the interpretation of the two Lumbini-Pilgrimage records, and begin 
with the word mahiyite. It is to be noticed at the outset that the nomi- 
native of the verb mahiyite , which means 'was worshipped,’ is wanting in 
both the texts ; the object of worship may, however, be deduced from 
the expressions hi da Budhe jate Sakyamuni, hida Bhagavam jate and 
Lummini-game. In other words, the thing worshipped is the spot 
of Buddha ^akyamuni’s nativity in the village of Lumbinl. But, is 
this all the bearing that the term mahiyite has in the text of the ins- 
criptions ? We think not. The whole text is epitomised by the introduc- 
tory expression at ana agacha mahiyite ; this is what is technically called 
the ‘Uddesa’ or the theme of the text, and what follows is the 
‘Niddesa,’ or its exemplification in specific terms. The full sense 
of the expression atana agacha mahiyite is not covered but only typi- 
fied in the ‘niddesa’, that is to say, the idea of the magnitude of the 
pious action implied in the ‘uddesa’ is to be understood in the light 
of the two sets of typical examples, namely : — 

1. (a) silavigadabhlcha, kalapita, 

(b) silathabhe cha usapapite • and 

2, (a) Lummini-game ubalike kate, 

(b) ( Lummini-game ) athabhagiye (hate). 

If we confine ourselves to the ‘uddesa’ portion, the graceful solem- 
nity of the occasion will be suggested by the august presence {atana 
agacha) of the pilgrim, His Gifted Majesty and Grace, the King himself 
{Devanampiyena Piyadasina lajina). Further, the mention of the parti- 
cular regnal year, viz., the twentieth (or, the twenty first), imparts a 
special character to the magnitude of the occasion, because it represents 

v. (vatthugathii) ; Buddhist India, ch. V; 
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that period of Piyadasi's reign when he was at the zenith of his glory. 
Thus do the introductory statement and the illustrations hang about the 
term mahlyite which is the all-important word in the text, and, there- 
fore, for a fuller comprehension of its import, we should like to push 
our enquiry a little further* 

There is a word mahlyate in the Upanishads 1 which occurs in the 
sense oipnjita, arckita^ ‘honoured, adored, worshipped/ as also in the 
hymns of the Eg-veda. The word Is also to be found in the Buddhist 
texts in this very sense, 3 Mahlyite, as it occurs in the inscriptions 
under notice, may be taken to carry with it the idea of maha, maltha 
or magha , Le., yajfia , a ceremonial performance, a formal demonstra- 
tion of an act of faith, such as is referred to in the following verse 
of the Divymadana (p. 405) : — 

Mauryah sabhrtyah sajanaii sapaurah sulabdhalabhartha* 

. suyashfcayajnah/ 

Yasyedrsah sadhujane prasadah kale tathotsahi krtam 

cha danam // 

Considered in this light, the mahlyam by Asoka was not a mere 
salutation with folded hands but a pious demonstration of the great 
sanctity of the spot Itself and the village of LumbinI in which it lay — 
a demonstration commensurate with the exalted memory of Buddha 
Sakyamum and the sublime majesty of king PiyadasL It Is through 
this specific sense of mahlyam that we can account for the mention 
of the stone-works and the grant of immunities and privileges, which 
are to be regarded as the necessary consummation of the royal pilgri- 
mage and act of worship. In fact, the whole tenor of the text of 
the Lumbinl-Pilgrimage Inscriptions can be shown to have been fully 
reflected In (I) the account In the Kalmgabodhi-jataka of the maha* 


x Chandogya III, 17, 6 ; VII, 2, i-iq 1 Una sampanno mahlyaU » 

2 Dlgha, ■ II (M ahaparinibbana suita\ where we come across 
mdtowaii 'in ..the sense of ^Ojita* and mahenti in the sense of ‘pujenti* : 
Eka hi dafcha tidivehi pujita 

eka pana Gandharapure mahiyati / 

Kalingaranho vijite pun 1 ekam 

ekam puna Nagaraja mahenti// 

For mahayam in the sense of ‘pujana/ see Fausboli's J at aka, vol IV 
(Kalingabodhkjataka;, The Dt vyavada na (p, 389) uses archey am, a 
verb from the root arch , to mean the act of homage performed by 
Asoka to the holy spots of Buddhism. 


THE LUMBINI-PILGRIMAGE RECORD IN TWO INSCRIPTIONS 741 

fans of Sambodhi (the great Bo-tree) by a king of Kalinga, and (ii) the 
vivid account in the DivySvadina (pp. 389-90) of ASoka’s pilgrimage 
to, and act of worship at, Lumbinl. The following verses from the 
Jataka, just mentioned, furnish a picture of a royal mahayana of 
Bodhimanda, the spot of the Buddha's Enlightenment : 

Mahavitvana Sambodhim nanaturiyehi vajjamanehi/ 
malavilepanam abhiharitva pakara-parikkhepam karesi// 
Satbhivahasahassani pupphani sannipatayi/ 
pujesi raja Kaliugo Bodhimandamanuttaram// 

It will be seen that the specific acts performed were two : .. 

(i) the worship (under the direction of a religious guide) of the 
Bo tree and the terrace ( Sambodhim , Bodhimmdam), accom- 
panied by various kinds of music and profuse offerings of 
flowers and scented unguents ; and 

(ii) the railing in of the terraced Bo-tree by a suitable enclosure. 
With regard to (ii), the gloss has the following details : (a) the 
setting up, in the terrace, of a golden pillar, eighteen cubits 
in height ( Bodkimande attharasa-hattham suvanna-ikambkatn. 
ussapesi) ; (b) the construction of a jewelled cubical altar in 
front of the Bo-tree (tassa satia-ratanamayam vedtkam karapesi); 
and (c) the erection of a jewelled gate chamber (satta-r at ana- 
may am dvara-kottkakam, karapesi). 

And the details to be gathered from the Divyavadana are : 

(i) that the pilgrimage to Lumbinl and other Buddhist holy 

places was undertaken by Asoka to satisfy the yearning of 
his heart to worship those sacred sites which were hallowed 
by the association of the Buddha, the Blessed One, and to 
mark them out by visible signs in order to afford guidance to 
future visitors (Ayam me manoratho : Ye Bhagavata Buddhem 
prade’sa adhyushitas tan archeyara chihnani cha kuryam pakhi- 
masyam janatayane anugrahartham) ; ■ 

(ii) that the king proceeded to the spot in a triumphal procession 
with perfumes, wreaths and flowers for worship, accompanied 
by Upagupta as his religious guide {raja chaturanga-balakayhm 


samprasthitah) ; 

(iii) that the garden of Lumbinl was the first place visited by 
vemyitva) ; 
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(iv) that, arriving at Lumbini, Upagupta dramatically pointed out 
the spot of the Buddha’s nativity in the words, asmin maha- 
raja pradese Bkagavafi fat ah, which echo the words of the 
inscriptions, Izida Bhagavam fate . 

(v) that the king fell prostrate on the spot and stood up with folded 
hands and tears of rapturous joy {raja sarva-harirena taira 
padyor nipaiyotthaya krtanfalih prarudann uvacha ) ; 

(vi) that the king’s faith in the reality of the momentous event of 
the Buddha’s birth on that very spot was intensified by the 
corroborration of the tradition by a female deity,- who, as an 
eye-witness of the scene of nativity, gave a vivid description 
thereof in the following words: Maya hi drishiah kanakavadatah 
prafayamano dvipada-pradhanah padani safita kramamcma eva 
hruta cha vacham apt tasya sastuhj[ 

(vii) that the king laid the foundation of a fitting memorial shrine 
{chaityam cha pratishthapya), a statement which reminds the ex- 
pressions of the inscriptions — silavigadabhicha kalapita , sila* 
thahhe cha usapapite ; and 

(viii) that he made a grant of a hundred thousand in money to 
the place of the Buddha’s nativity {raffia jatyam hatasahasram 
dattam ), which, again, calls to mind the passage of the inscrip- 
tions — Lummini-game ubalike hate aihabhagiye cha. 

The full bearing of the significant word mahlyite is now clear to us. 1 

Our next point of enquiry will be about the expression silamgada - 
bhxcha kalapita silathabke cha usapapite . This is a statement of the first 
type, as already pointed out, of Piyadasi's specific acts of piety and 
the work is recorded in the inscriptions under notice as belonging 
to his twenty-first regnal year. A similar work of piety, in another 
connexion but done in the same regnal year, finds mention also 
in the Nigliva Pillar inscription 2 in the words silathabke usapapite , 

1 It is worth while to note that the Manasara-Silpamstra (ch, xv, 
concluding portion) makes mention of ceremonies, essentially ritualistic, 
In ; connexion with the erection of columns (Acharya, Indian Architec- 
ture, p. 46.) 

2 The Nigllva Pillar inscription also records a previous work of 
piety , viz., the enlargement of a stupa of Konagamana in Piyadasi’s 
fifteenth legnal year {Devanampiyena . Piyadasina lafina chodasavasa * 
bhisitena Budhasa Komkamanasa thube dutiyam. vadhite ), but clearly 
that has got nothing to do with the silathabha of that, very. inscription. 
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but the exp! ess *011 silavijj* adabfalcha hoilapita does not occur there* 
Is the siiimgada, then, some work of art distinct from the silUhabha ? 
We could definitely say 'yes 5 , if we were sure that vigada had nothing 
to do with the stone pillar* We ought, therefore, to find out what at 

bent it signifies, 

The opinion of scholars is sharply divided over the interpretation 
of the Lumbini additional clause si livigadabhicha kaUpita, and the. 
difference is based mainly upon two points ; (i) whether or not chi' ..of 
bhlcha Is a conjunction, and (ii) whether or not the act implied in the 
whole expression is a part of, and not distinct from, the act of setting 
up the stone pillar. The opinion is divided also- as to whether cha 
being regarded as a conjunction, bln in the sense of bhrt is a part 
of the word silivigmla, or it is only an optional form of the expletive 
hi . As for treating chi as a conjunction squaring with cha of the next 
clause, we cannot deny its possibility, although we are of opinion 
that a form like cha instead of cha would have been more symmetrical 
here. Against treating it as such, it may be argued with some reason 
that in the construction of the next statement ubalike kale aihabka - 
giye cha, the connexion has been expressed by a single cha. Amongst 
those who regard cha as a conjunction, there are some who are inclined 
to equate silavigadabhl with silavigardabhi. , 'a stone-made she-ass 5 . 
Char pen tier, amongst those who take cha as a conjuntlon and bill as 
equivalent to Sk. bhrt , “bearing,” has sought to explain silavigadabhl 
as “bearing on its top the stone-figure of an active horse/ 5 evidently 
meaning the silathabha or the Lumbini Pillar {vtgada being equated 
by him with agada , which, he argues, is a shortening from agalitmva, 
galiia meaning 'unbroken, idle, inactive 1 } 1 ; and Barua, challenging, 
the tenability of the outwitting way of equating vigada with agada 
and then regarding agada as a shortening from agalitasva, suggests 
that the word sila vigada is a substantive, that it “represents indefinitely 
the crowning stone-figure” of the Lumbini Pillar, and that bhl is “just 
an expletive particle **hi. n * - On the other hand, Mookerji, regarding 
cha as a conjunction and bhl (which he equates with Hindi bhi) as an 
expletive (meaning ‘‘also”) thinks that silivigada signifies “a stone bear- 
ing a figure 5 *, vigada being derived from vigadha ~ vigarha - vigraha, 
“the well-known word for a figure”, rather than from vikaia**yikrtd$ 
which, according to him, is “phonetically rather impossible,” He differs 
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from Barua in the derivation of the word but agrees with him in a way 
as to its meaning but not as regards its identity, for he suggests that 
it is a work in stone* quite distinct from the Lumbinl stone pillar 
and that it may more reasonably be taken to refer to the ancient 
sculpture which represents the scene of Buddha f§akyamuni*s nativity 
and is now enshrined in the Rummindel Temple, 1 In other words, 
the clause, according to Mookerji, who reads it sila-vigada~bk% cha 
kalapita , Is to be interpreted as a clear proof of Asoka having caused 
this piece of sculpture to be carved in stone as early as his twenty-first 
regnal year. Again, amongst those who regarded bMcha as a word 
by itself, there were Fleet and R. G. fihandarkar who equated it with 
Sk. bhzttika and explained the expression silavigada- b hub a as signi- 
fying “a stone wall, a stone enclosure*’. Hul'tzsch was at first inclin- 
ed to take it to mean "a brick wall decorated with stone/ 1 and 
Chakladar would have it rather as a “large stone foundation 5 * 

We must say that the interpretation first mentioned above (vigafya- 
b/n^vigardabhl, ‘she-ass’) does not require refutation, for however 
phonetically close gadabhl may be to gardabh% vigardabhl has no 
meaning, and It will be ludicrous to suggest that Piyadasi could think 
of no better figure than that of a she-ass to signalize the most sacred 
spot of the Buddha’s nativity. Charpentier’s Interpretation ( vigada = 
agada % *an active horse 5 ), which is apparently suggested by Hwen 
Thsang 5 s account which describes the Lumbinl Pillar as bearing the 
figure of a horse on its top, may be disposed of by Hultzsch 5 s remark : 
“that vigada means ‘a horse’ remains to be proved by more subs- 
tantial evidence/ 2 Barua agrees with Charpentier in so far as he 
is inclined to regard silavigada as a crowning construction of the 
stone-pillar itself. But his main contention seems to be that silavigada 
is apparently the same as silavikata, silavikata, Ulavikrta , which signifies 
some figuration in stone. He has cited a number of Pali compouds with 
viknztika (e,g,, gula-vikatika , pasa da-vikatika , pilandhana-vikatika ), the 
term being explained by Buddhaghosa as slhabyagghadirupavichiito 
mnamayo aitharako, La, “a linen coverlet beautifully designed with 
the figures of Hons, tigers and the like,” and he has quoted from the 
Mdhavamsa (ch. xxvii. 30) a description of the pillars surmounted by 
flick figures : Slha-byagghadi-rupehi deyata-rupakehi cha 

Ahu ratanamayeh* esa thambhehi cha vibhusito. 


1 Prof. Radhakumud Mookerji’s Asoka , pp. 201-4, 

2 The Inscriptions of Asoka, p* 164, * 
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He thus takes the word silavigada in the sense of silar\Lpaka and as 
“an integral part of the monolith”. Hultzsch's old interpretation, ‘a brick 
wall decorated with stone’ was perhaps suggested by the fact that when 
the pillar was discovered, it was found surrounded by a brick wall ; 
but, as we know, it was without any stone decoration to justify his 
interpretation. As regards the change of bhitiika (meaning ‘a wall’) 
to bhicka, upheld by Fleet and Bhandarkar, it may suffice to say with 
Charpentier that it is "wholly improbable from a linguistic point of view, 
as consonants were not dropped to such an extent at that early stage 
of Prakrit dialects.” 1 * As Chakladar does not discuss the word but 
simply understands that silavigadablnchl signifies 'a large stone founda- 
tion,' we are hardly in a position to think of any discussion of such 
a suggestion. --C : 7 s/Wo;-'-:.: 

Turning now to Mookerji’s interpretation, it seems rather unusual 
that both bin as an expletive and chi as a conjunction should occur in 
the first clause instead of in the second. As regards his derivation of 
vigada from vigada =vigarha =vigraha, it is to be pointed out that 
metathesis of r in an instance like this would be extremely irregular and 
the change of r to d is unusual — (it is the other way about) — and loss 
of aspiration would be unwarranted at such an early epoch and in a 
Gangetic dialect. Hindi and Bihari have retained their aspiration up till 
now. It is only in late Middle Bengali (post 1500 A.C.) that aspiration 
came to be dropped. 4 But he has certainly raised a very important issue 
in that he is inclined to identify silavigada with the sculptural represen- 
tation in stone of the scene of the Buddha’s nativity, which now forms 
the sanctum of the Rummindei Temple. In the absence of any inscrip- 
tion on the sculpture itself, it is, however, difficult to say anything defi- 
nitely about its identity with silavigada if at all the latter be a work 
quite distinct from the silathabha. That the stone carving in the 
temple is a very old sculptural representation of an event, that it is 
not merely an icon, has been acknowledged on all hands, but whether 
it is a carving of A§okan age remains to be proved. Nevertheless, 
there are certain arguments which may be relevant to the preferred 
identification, and, to our mind, these are : 


I LA., 43, 17. f S ' ‘1 Cl tier” for this piece of 

information. See his Origin and Development of the Bengali Language, 
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(i) that just as the carving of the Wheel-symbol placed upon the 
lion-capital of the Sarnath Pillar was an additional work 
of art to indicate that the pillar was set up on the very spot 
where the Buddha had set the Wheel of Law in motion, even 
so an appropriate symbol to indicate the importance of 
Lumbinl as the place of the Buddha’s nativity might be 
felt necessary in addition to the stone pillar, no matter 
whether it was placed on the ornamented capital or disposed 
separately 

(ii) that the tenor of the Divyavadana account, referred to above, 
seems to suggest that some such concrete representation had 
been attempted during Asoka’s visit to Lumbinl in order to 
create a realistic impression on the mind of posterity j 

(iii) that Hwen Thsang has left a description, apart from that of 
the Lumbinl Pillar, of a stone-made figure of a deity with 
“the appearance of rising in a bent position”, installed in a 
sanctuary then known as the 'temple of Kvaradeva*, which 
was believed to have existed from before the birth of prince 
Siddhartha as a national shrine of the $akyas, — a figure which 
Beal found reason to identify with the large figure rising ben- 
dingly in the sculptural scene of the Rummindei Temple - 1 2 3 

(iv) that the whole statement of Hwen Thsang concerning the 
temple of Xsvaradeva and its sanctum seems intended to 
embody the then current interpretation of the details of 
the sculpture, namely, that it represented a scene of the visit 
of Suddhodana (on his way back from Lumbinl) and the nurse 
(be., the foster-mother GotamI) with the new-born Sakya 
prince, Siddhartha, to that temple, the national shrine of the 
$akyas, to pay homage to the presiding deity of the temple, 
who rose up in honour of the prince (instead of receiving 
homage from him), — a tradition, which, though saying nothing 


1 We are reminded of the word ganda which the Indian lexico- 
graphers mention as 'part of a horse’s trappings, or a stud or button 
fixed as an ornament upon the harness*, One may very pertinently 
ask if there was any symbol on the back of the horse of the Lumbinl 
pillar (as Hwen Thsang saw it) like the Wheel of the Lion-capital of 
Sarnath, Is vigacla in any way related to ganda in this sense ? 

2 Beals Records , vol II, p. 23, f. n, 59 ; Fergusson’s Tree and 

Serpent Worship, plate Ixix,. tipper disc. . . : 


THE LUMBINT-PILGRIMAGE RECORD IN TWO INSCRIPTIONS 747 

about Aioka, connects the sculpture with a scene of the 
Buddha’s nativity and treats it as a very ancient piece of work ; 

(v) that, if it be contended that had it been a representation of 

the scene of the Buddha’s nativity, it would have been effect- 
ed by the figure of an elephant, it may be pointed out that 
such a figure has nothing to do with the Buddha’s birth as 
a Sakva prince, although it has significance as a symbol of 
the ‘descent’ (okkanti) of the Bodhisatta, which evidently is 
not the case here ; : 

(vi) that although ip early sculptures, such as at Barhut, Safichi and 
and Bodh-Gaya, there is a predominant tendency not to repre- 
sent the Buddha in his final existence by a human figure, there 
are, on account of the exigency of narrative art, certain ex- 
emptions, for instance, in the Barhut scene of the forecast of 
the Bodhisatta’s birth 1 as a human child as also in the 
scene of the descent of the Buddha from the Heaven 
of the Thirty-three by a ladder, where the artists have been 
compelled to introduce respectively the figure of a child and 
foot-prints suggestive of human figure— a feature of narrative 
art which may account for the child figuring in the ancient 
sculpture (which, however, represents the scene of the Buddha’s 
nativity and not of the Bodhisatta’s descent), for without it the 
scene would be meaningless ; 

(vii) that vigada has been equated with vikata ( = vikrta), and 
curiously enough, the Trikanda'sesha, though a later lexicon, 
gives Vikata as the name of ‘Mayadevl’, who is mentioned as a 
Buddhist goddess (sa cha Bauddha-devl-bhedah ). s 

So much about Mookerji, who has interpreted bh\ as an expletive, 
cha as a conjunction and silavigada as a substantive. All these 
different interpretations suggest that silavigada may admit of a 
construction either as an adjective or as a substantive. If we construe 


1 Cunningham, Stupa of Barhut, PI. xv. (outer face), identified in 
Barua and Sinha’s Barhut Inscriptions , p. 49. 

2 Vikata in another sense, viz., of ‘hall, courtyard’ occurs in the 
Harsha Stone inscription (Bp. Ind„ vol. II, pp. 121, 123) : 

(I) PrarataprasadamcUa~vzrackita-vtkaU~Panduputtrabhramaftt 

(verse 12) ; and 

(ii) Stenedam dharmmi-vittaih sughatita-vikatam kariiam Harsha 

Tttrr. nnnEMBER. IQ29 ■; : ' i i / 21 
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it as an adjective, for instance, on the analogy of Pali suvanna-vikata 
in the Jataka expression nava cha suvanna-vikata ,* we shall have 
to look for an appropriate noun which it should qualify, and our only 
alternative will be to take the word occurring after silavigada as re- 
presenting the noun, the visible form of which is bhi or bhlcha. But, 
then, so long as one is not sure whether bhlcha. really stands by itself or 
is the representative of any word forming sandhi with silavigada, and 
so long as the technical bearing of that contemplated word remains un- 
settled, it is impossible to make any sense; out of silavigada-bhicJm 
on the analogy of suvanna-vikata- nava. Again, if with Barua we 
construe the expression as a substantive ( = silarupaka) and bhi as 
an expletive («-$*) with cka as a conjunction, the interpretation will 
be open to the same objection as applies to Mookerji’s. 

Pischel, however, construed vigadabkl as an adjective qualifying sila 
{gadla ‘obstacle’, vigada ‘free from defect’ +bMfem. of — bha, on the 


analogy of stkula-bha, and ganda-haila, a technical term for rough block 
of stone), 1 2 Although this is the best .and safest of all the inter- 
pretations hitherto suggested, it appears that vi and bha enclosing 
gada have not received their due share of support by more substantial 
evidence from literature. In the circumstances, we have to look for a 
suitable expression answering to vigada etc. There is a word vikanda- 
(kaw), used as accusative singular, in Fausboll’s Jataka (vol. I, p. 491), 
which, as its context implies, means ‘post’ or ‘pestle’ ( bkittiyam 
vikandakaM pissanto viya panhikaya nam hadaye pakariy Vigada, 
so far as can be judged from its form, is a perfect A§okan counterpart 
of the Pali vikanda (“kanda — ganda — °gadda — °gada), and vigada-bhlcka 
will admirably answer to a Pali vikanda- bhichcka i.e., vikanda-bhittiya 
[bhichcka being the same as bhittiya (instr. or loc. of bhitti), cf. 
Skt. mar tty a — Pali maced\ y ‘in or upon the post-base’. Sila vigada- 
6 klcka kalapita will, accordingly, mean ‘stone was Worked in or upon 
the-post-base’. This will practically imply not only . the scarping of 
rough block of stone but also the raising of the stone-pillar, com- 
passing at once the sense conveyed by Pischel’s interpretation. In 
other words, sila vigada-bhlcka kalapita will constitute a part of the 
work which resulted in the stone-pillar being set up, and this view 


1 Fausboll, Jataka, vol. VI, p. 147, whereon the gloss is : suvanna- 
vikata, suvanna-khachita. 

2 See Woolner, Asoka Text and Glossary , pt. II, p. i 4S . 
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is strengthened by the Kapilesvar reading which has va instead of 
cha (cf. ‘sill vigada-bhlcha kalaphita sila-thabha va usapapitay 

Next, with regard to the second type of the royal acts of piety, 
the two expressions that require explanation are ubalike hate and 
athabhagiye. As for ubalike kate , rightly equated by Barth and others 
with udbalika-krtah, Thomas has conclusively proved that the word 
ubalike ( udbalikah ) is on a par with uckhulkah occurring in the KautMya 
Arthamstra. That bait and mlka denote two specific kinds of royal taxa- 
tion can be easily granted, the former signifying ‘religious cess’ and 
the latter ‘duties levied on the commodities of trade.’ A difference 
of opinion arises according as one takes ball of the inscriptions in 
the specific sense of ‘religious cess’ or simply as ‘taxes in general.' 
There is also a difference of opinion as to whether athabhagiye means 
ashtabhagikah or arthabhagikah. As to ashtabhagikah, Fleet takes it 
to mean “ ‘entitled to an eighth share,’ which the king is permitted 
by Manu (VII. 130) to levy on grains’’, and Thomas, “paying an 
eighth share of the produce”, on the strength of the expression 
' ‘catur tha-paficha-bhagikah” ( Kautilya Arthasastra, p. 1 16, — “paying a 
fourth or fifth share of the produce”). As arthabhagikah, the word 
is taken to mean ‘partaking of riches’ by Barth, Buhler and 
Neumann, in accordance with the legend in the Divyavadam that 
A§oka made a grant of one hundred thousand in gold to the place 
of the Buddha’s nativity (jatyam ), that is to say, to Lumbinl-vana or 
Lumbinl-gama. If ubalike be taken to have been used in the general 
sense of exemptipn from all taxes, the interpretation of athabhagiye 
offered by Thomas will lose its point and the word will have to be 
equated with the form arthabhagikah, necessarily signifying that the 
king performed an additional act of grace by making a money grant. 9 
But if ubalike be interpreted in its specific sense of ‘exemption from 
religious cess’, then, we think, there is the necessity of understanding 
athabhagiye to mean ‘paying an eighth share of the produce’ (ashta- 
bhagikah) instead of the usual one-sixth. - 

, j , ,S#jfepfrnote; .8, under, the translation of the Kapilesvar text 
at the end of this article. • - • - 

2 It reminds one of vlragala or mrasasana, stone monument 
of later times, erected in memory of a hero. It is worth noting that 
the raising of such monuments was accompanied by ceremonies and 
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Lastly, with regard to the six additional letters which we reconstruct 
as lla vuthe 24.0 , the Kapilesvar copy seems to have a unique importance 
in the whole set of Asoka inscriptions. For, here for the first time 
we have a lithic document where we find along with the mention of 
ASoka’s regnal year ( visabhisitena ) an enigmatic expression vuthe 24.0 , 
preceded; by the word lla ( - lla), hitherto unknown in the inscrip- 
tions of ASoka, lla may be taken to echo the sense of the 
Vedic lie (cf. Agnim lie, ‘I invoke, pray or worship Agni’, R.V., I, 1, 1). 
An expression vynthena ( vyuthena , vivuthena, vivutha.) 256 ( 200 

£0 6) is met with in M.R.E., I, where, however, the regnal year is 
absent, Without repeating the well-known details of the discussion 
about vyuthena 256, we may only point out here that if vyutha, like 
Kautilya’s vyushta, be a technical term signifying a statement of 
date in term of an era ( for instance, the Buddha era, as 
suggested by Biihler 1 ), the Kapilesvar text will enable us to establish 
the correspondence between Asoka’s twenty-first regnal year and 
the 240th year of that era and also to prove in the case of M.R.E., I 
that the 256th year of the same era coincided with Asoka’s 37th 
regnal year. Further, it will be noted that the figure 240 of the 
Kapilesvar record almost tallies, for practical purpose, with the Pali 
tradition which says that ASoka usurped the throne of Magadha 
218 years after the, Buddha’s demise (483 B.C. 2 ) and that his consecra- 
tion took place about three years thereafter. If this be granted, 
then M.R.E., . 1 , considered in this light, will be the latest and 
not the earliest record of the Maurya king. But if vyutha or lla 
vuthe mean ‘days or nights passed in prayer or on tour’, 3 the question 
of correspondence would not arise at all. 


. I See Hultzsch, Inscriptions of Asoka, p. 169. 

2 Ray Chaudhuri, Political History of India, p. 139. 

3 With regard to lla, it is to be noted that no other word with 
an initial l has been met with in the Asoka- inscriptions so far. 
Meaning as it does ‘worship 1 , 'prayer 1 , its relevancy in a pilgrimage 
record is striking indeed. Has it any tiling . to do with the goddess 
lla (R.V., vii, 3, 44), who is related to Agni and Ushas (-Dawn)? 
[Or, does it mean hour 1 , ‘religious tour’ ? Can it be related to Skt. 
Irya, which, according to . the later Sanskrit lexicographers, means 
‘the wandering of a religious mendicant 1 ? In either case, we 
would expect that the word should be followed by a statement 
suggestive of the days or nights spent on .pilgrimage, - For the 
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I, The Rummindei Pillar Inscription ■ 

A, Text 1 

1 Devanap(i)vena Piyadasina lajina visati-vas&bhisitena 

2 atana rigiicha mahlyite [.] Hida Budhe jate Sakyamuni ti 

3 si 15 vigadablu chS kalapita siia-thabhe cha usapapite [:] 

4 hida Rhagavam jate ti Lu mini-game ubalike kate - 

5 atha-bhagiye cba [.] _ _ ■ _ . .. ' .. . , : 


75 * 


B. Translation 

[This holy spot] was worshipped 3 by His Gifted Majesty and 
Grace, the King, who came himself (here on pilgrimage) when he had 
been annointed twenty years. [Reflecting] that here (on this very 
spot) was born Buddha Sakyamuni, 3 stone was caused to be. scarped to. 
smoothness* and a stone pillar was caused to be set up : [Reflecting 
again] that here (on this very spot) was born the (Divine) Lord,' 
the village of Lumbinl was made free of taxes 5 and (made) a partaker 
of (the royal) bounty. 8 


correspondence of the forms, cf. Sk, paryanka, Pali palla'hka, Verna- 1 
cular palang ; also Sk. paryastika, Pali pallatthika. In a passage of 
the Vinaya Pitaka iriya (Skt. %rya) is given as a variant of chariya, 
‘religious conduct, practice 5 , cf. Mahavagga, i. 6; 13 : taya pi kho ivam, 
avuso Gotama chariyaya (*» iriyaya in the Sinhalese Ms. of the National' 
Library, Paris), although it is generally used in the Pali literature 
in the sense of ‘deportment, posture’, whether sitting, walking, lyittg 
and the like.] ■ 

1 Read from the fa c-simile in Hultzsch’s Inscriptions of Aboha. 

We have differed from Hultzsch in the division of sections even 
against the authority of the Mukaparinibbanasutta, which he has 
quoted. We think that the words from Hida ( 1 . 2) to the end must 
be taken together and kept apart from the preceding text, as constitut- 
ing the illustration of Mahiyam, • ■ • 

2 Lit, ‘magnified 5 . - - 

3 Lit. ‘the Enlightened One, the Sage (the scion) of the $ 5 kya race’. 

4 Lit. ‘made free from deformities’, as Pischel interprets. 

5 Or, ‘free of religious cesses,’ as Thomas interprets. 

6 Or, ‘paying (only) an eighth ■ share (of the produce 

* : IV. I .» * i. i’uiiitt . 


to acce 
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II. The Kapilesvar Stone-Slab Inscription 1 
A. Text 

1 D[e]vanamphiyena Piyadashina I(a)jina vi- 

2 sa(bh)isitena agacha mahlda Budha j[a]ta 

3 Sayamuni ti sila vigada-bhicha kalaph(i)- 

4 t(a) sila-thabha 3 va u(s)ap[a]p(i)ta [:] hida Bhagava 

5 j[a]tet[i] L[u]tnim-game ubalik[e] kat[e] [ — •] Ila 

6 (v)uth(e) (20o) s 40* [ — ]atba-bhagiy[e] 5 cha o 8 Chu(in)draya T o* 


B. Translation 

[For 11 , 1-3 (down to 'Sayamuni ti’), see Rmnmindei ] stone was 
caused to be worked upon the post-base, and 8 the stone pillar was 


1 The fac-simile on page 752 is reproduced from a photo 
prepared by our friend and colleague Mr. Indubhusan Bannerji of the 
History Department, by kind permission of Mr. Birendranath Roy of 
Puri. 

2 There is a very faint trace of a dot in the middle of the circle of 
the Brahml letter read tha, In that case, the word will read ° thabha . 

3 The letter looks like Brahml su (which, as is well-known, also 
functions for the numerical figure 200 ; cf. the letter in the Brahma- 
giri copy of M.R.E., I.) ; though the right curvature and the u- stroke 
are somewhat shady, they are not untraceable. 

4 This numeral has not been met with in Asoka inscriptions so 
far. Should the figure be read 70 ? It more resembles the type of 40 
than that of 70 of other inscriptions (e.g. Nasik, Kshatrapa and 
Kushana). 

5 The 5 -stroke of the initial letter can be traced, and in the 
middle of the second, there is a faint trace of a dot which is more clear 
than in the case of °thabha (£n. 2), Accordingly, we shall have to 
interpret the word as being equivalent to Sk, atthabhagikah ( artha- 
bhaga shnika), ‘partaking of bounty,’ 

6 There are two devices somewhat like inverted Brahml ina t 
enclosing the three Kharoshthi letters. 

7 This word is in Kharoshthi, Should it be read Chadraya or 
even Mudraya ? 

8 Lit. 'that is to say’ {va meaning ‘or,’ ‘in other words’. The 
occurrence of va instead of cha in the expression silathabha va usapa~ 
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set up: I from f hida* to *ka| € m in Rnmmindei]~\mtM# (offered), 

vutlia 240 ~~{th€n> 1 'is in Rtmmmki) r> Chumdraya o 


S. N. Mitra 


jtfte suggests that r /*5 as a conjunction will be out of place in the 
preceding expression, which is, therefore, construed as silo, vigada - 
hinchii kdlaphitu , the idea being 'stone was worked upon the post- 
base and the result was that there arose a stone pillar. Similar 
instances of showing the action first and then the result are met 
with in the following inscriptional passages (i) Inscription of 

Kharavela § 15 : varakara-samuth&pitahi aneka-yojanakitahi 

silaki silathambhanL ....... .karapayati (Barua, Old Brakml Inscriptions^ 

p. 26) ; and (ii) Barhut E. Gateway Inscription of Dhanabhuti : karitam 
toranam, silakammanto cha upamna (Barua and Sinha, Barhut Ins- 
criptions* No. 1 ; note the place of cha in this expression). 

Vigada-bhlchU, therefore, becomes equivalent to Pali vikanda* 
bhichcka (loc* bkittt\ 'base') on the strength of such expressions as 
Pali bhiitiyam vikandakam pissanto (Fausboll, Jataka, vol. I, p. 491, 
fn., where the expression occurs as a variant and means ‘pounding a 
post or pestle into the floor or base’) or such compouuds as Sk, ganda - 
bhitti) i.e 0 the elephant’s temple, wherefrom juice exudes, serving as 
a seat for the bees’ \Raghmaima % v. 43 : tnirdhauta-danamala-ganda- 
bhiltih 1 ( -gap ah ) ; and xih 102 ; also .■ Bhartphari, i, 49]. 

That the stone pillar should stand on a stone base we can under- 
stand, although the base of the Asokan pillar, may not, as our friend 
Mr. Jitendranath Banerji of the Department of Ancient History 
points out, necessarily be like a mortar or pot (and this is still 
a matter for Investigation) like the earlier Persian pillar-bases (for 
which see Perrot and Chipiez, History of Art m Persia , p. 89, 
fig. 30). It is, however, interesting to note that the fat aka (v^ p. 49) 
mentions posts being fixed on the top of stones like mortars 
{udukkkala-pcisananam upari thambhe patdlhapeim ), but we are not 
in a position to say if this applies to Asokan pillars. [For bhiiti also 
meaning ‘floor, base or surface for incising letters or drawing figures, 
cf. bhittiya akkhanmi likhiiva (Fausholl, Iv, p. 489) and medavannaka - 
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The Inscription of Sdok kak Thom 1 (discovered in the province of 
Sisophon, Cambodia) mentions that introduction of the mystic cult 
of Devaraja along with some Tantrik texts in Kambuja during the 
reign of king Jayavarman II who came to the thorne in §aka 724 
(=802 A.C.). The inscription is a long one and contains the chronicle 
of the religious foundations of Kambuja during a period of about 250 
years. The inscription is not dated, but the last date mentioned 
therein is saka 974 (=1052 A.c..). The king Jayavarman II came 
from Java to rule over Kambuja, and the new cult was introduced 
shortly after his ascent to the throne. The story of this introduction 
is told in some details in the inscription. 2 The high priest of Jaya- 
varman was a Brahmanical sage named Sivakaivalya. This Brahmin 
was enjoying a piece of land in the village of Bhadrayogi in Indra- 
pura given to his family long ago by the kings of Bhavapura (founded 
by Bhavavarman who was ruling about the middle of the 6th century). 


1 BEFEO XV, pp. 70-71. 

2 Ibid : — 

A xXVl (51) Hiranyadama-dvija-pungavo’ gryadhir 
ivavjayonih karunardra agatah / 

(52) ananya-lavdham khalu siddhim adarat 
prakasayamasa mahlbhrtam prati // 
xXVII (53) sa bhudharendranumato’ grajanma 

sa-sadhanam siddhim adiksad asmai/ 

(54) liotre hitaikanta-manah-prasattim 
saipvibhrate dhama-vivrmhanaya// 

_ xxvm (55) Sastram Sirascheda-Vinasikhakbayam 
Sammohanamapi Nayottarakhyam/ 

($6) tat Tumvuror vaktra-catuskam asya 
siddhyeva vipras samadarsayat sah // 

XXIX (57) dvijas samuddhrtya sa sastra-saratn 
rahasya-kausalyadhiya sayatnah/ 

(58) siddhlr waliantih kila devaraja- 

bhikhyam vidadhre bhuvanarddhi-vrddhyai// 
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He was the guardian priest of a Uvalinga installed in a temple In that 
village. Sivakaivalya, chosen as the priest by the new king, subse- 
quently accompanied him to different cities founded by the latter. 
Now, a brahmin named Hiranyadama came from Janapada (supposed 
to be some place in India) to the court of the new king Jayavarman 
and began to exercise a great spiritual influence on him. The king 
then authorised him to teach the new lore to Sivakaivalya, and to 
initiate the latter to the new cult. Then Hiranyadama gave Sivakai- 
valya— Sirakheda, Vinahikha , Sammoha and Nayottara — the four 
sastras which were the four faces of Tumvuru. Sivakaivalya was also 
initiated to the cult of Devaraja (Kamratefr Jagat ta raja in Cam- 
bodian). Thus the new cult was introduced in Kambuja. The king 
Jayavarman, much attracted by it, accepted it as the religion of the 
kingdom, and ordered that ihzyatis of the imtrvamsa 1 of $ivakaivalya 
only would be the legitimate guardians of this cult and would 
have the power to perpetuate it in future. The Devaraja was a 
sivalinga, and it was one of the most celebrated deities of Kambuja. 
But nothing is known as to the “four ‘‘sastras” mentioned which 
prescribed this cult. Dr. B. R. Chatterji is the first to make some 
suggestions about their identification. 2 He relies on the informa- 
tions supplied by Avalon,® and says, “There were three regions each 
with its special Tantras and that among the Tantras of the visnukranta 
region (which includes Bengal and extends to Chittagong) the names 
of the Sammohana and the Niruttara Tantras approach very closely 
to the titles of two (out of four) of the Tantras {Sammoha and Nayot- 
tora) taught by Hiranyadama. The Tantras Mundamala and Ckinna- 
7/i as t a mean (as far as the names go) almost the same thing as Sira- 
bcheda — the third text taught to the Kambuja priest. The word 
Tumvuru (of which, according to the inscriptions, the four texts 
constitute the four faces) is the name of a gandharva, and there is a 
Gandharva T antra in the Visnukranta group,” 


i BEFEO, XV, op. 70-71 : 

B xxxi ( 1 ) tan matrvamfe yatayas striyo va 

jata vi(dya-vi)kra(ma)-yukta-bhavah// 

(2) tad yajakas syur na kathancid anya 

iti ksitindra-dvija-kalpanasit// 
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The classification, according to the krantas, is not seen in the oldest 
Tantrik texts, for example the Yamalas, as far as I know. On the 
other hand, such classification seems to be arbitrary and of late origin. 
The names of 64 tantras attributed to each of these krantas seem to 
be fictitious to some extent. So they do not throw much light on 
the texts introduced into Kambuja in the beginning of the 9th cen- 
tury A.c. It is therefore necessary to go back to older and more 
authentic sources. 

According to the oldest traditions known to me' 1 the Tantrik litera- 
ture is classified according to the Srotas ( = current ; tradition), plthas 
and ammyas. The Srotas or currents are three-fold : daksina (right), 
vama (left) and madhyama (middle). These are the three forces (sakti- 
trayam) of Siva. Besides these three currents which issue from Siva, 
we have reference to other currents: like Bhairava-srotas from which 
distinctive tantras have issued forth. The classification into plthas is 
four-fold : vidyapltha , manfrapUha, nmdrapUha and mandalapiika. The 
third classification, viz., that into ammyas, is more common than the 
first two. The number of ammyas varies. But generally they are 
accepted to be five in number, issuing from the five mouths of Siva. 2 
Siva is represented as having four faces turning towards the four 
cardinal points and one on the top. The eastern [pTirva vaktrd) 
spoke the Vedas, the western ( pascma ), southern (daksina), northern 
(uttara) and the upper (Tirddhva) mouths spoke the different kinds 
of Tantras, There is no trace of any classification according to the 
krantas . The faces of J§iva represent his five aspects. They are 
known as Vamadeva , Tatpurusa, Aghora } Sadyojata } and Tsana facing 
the north- east, south , west and top and representing the aspects 
of Isa, Tsana , Tsvara , Brahma and Sadasiva respectively. The 
original &aiva canon, the agamas, are classified according to the 
faces which proclaimed them. (See Hindu Iconography , II, pt. II, pp f 
366 ff). We should note in this connection that the Sadyofata mouth 

* ' % .. 

1 Thls discussion is mainly based on the 39th chapter of the 

Brahmaymtala called Srotanirnaya . The Ms, of this yamala which 
I have examined is that preserved in the Nepal Darbar Library. It 
was copied in the Nepal Sam. 172 = 105 2 AX. 

2 Bbaskara Raya in his commentary on the Vdmakesvara Tantra 
(See ImttMram 'Mf., p. 24) quotes from IBhagavan Parasurama 
4 P aUcctmmyan par a inartha-sararupa n praninaya iiiP 
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which represents the Brahma aspect is the western face, and naturally 
proclaims the Pmcima mnaya. 

One of the oldest Tantrik texts preserved in the Nepal Darbar 
Library is the Xihsasatattva Samhita written in the Gupta script 
of the Sth century A.C. 1 2 It is a collection of five sutras which 
form a complete whole but each can be also counted separately 
and has its own chapters. These five sutras are (i) Laukika-dharma, 
(2) HPUlasTitra, {3) UUarasuira, (4) NayasThtra and (5) Guhyasutra. The 
last of these five is more extensive than the others together, and the 
first Laul'ika dharma is really ignored by the text itself in counting 
in folio 27b of the text : v> ; 

prathamarn mulasutrantu dvitlyam adisajnitam/ 
trtlyam prathamarn naraa caturtharn purvasutrakam// 

Thus the four texts are called: (1) Mulasutra , (2) AdisUtra = 
UttarasTitra (3) Prathama— Nayasutra {4) Purva = Guhyasutra, The 
U/tarasutra contains the names of 18 old Siva-sastras : 

vijayarn prathamarn [hy e]sam niSvasatn tadanantarara/ 
svayambhuvam ata§ caiva vathulam tadanataraip // 
vlrabhadram iti khyatam rauravam makutas tatha / 
virasatn candrahasam ca jfianam ca mukhavimbakam// 
prodgltam lalitan caiva siddha-santanam eva ca/ 
sarvodgitam ca vijfieyam kiranatp parameSvara mjj (fol. 24a). 

The same list with some slight variations is given by the Brahma- 
yamala of which a Ms. written in 1032 A.c. is preserved in the Darbar 
Library.® In the 39th chapter (fol. 869b) we find mention of the 
following texts : • : ; : ; 

vijayam caiva nisvasam svayambhuvam atah param/ 
vathulam [vlrabhadram ca rauravam makufcastatha]// 


1 The Exalted Raj Guru Hemaraja Sarnia who has handled 
these Mss, for a long time is also of the same opinion, Mahamaho- 
padhyaya H. P. Sastrl has noticed it in his catalogue, Darbar Library 
Cat., Vol, I, p r 137. In his introduction to the Catalogue, p. EXXVII 
he also says that this Ms. “is written in transitional Gupta character 
which may be a century older than the Paramesvara Tantra copied 
in 839 A.C.” 

2 See H. P. SastrJ, Nepal Darbar Library Catalogue, II, 
p. 60. 
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Vfresas ca tatha canyam tata urdhvam nibodhata/ 
candrajnanan ca vimbafi ca prodgitam lalitam tatha// 
siddhisattvanakam caiva sarvodgltam atah param / 
kiranam ca mahadevi paramesvara eva ca// 

The second list is corrupt to some extent, though the Ms. of 
the Brahmayamala which we have examined is generally a very 
correct one. Apparently the tradition about these texts was more 
living in the time when the Ni'svasatattva Samhita was composed, 
but it was not so when the Brahmayamala was copied. In 
the interval the Tantrik literature had become a fairly extensive one. 
The Tantras which were therefore considered to be authoritative in 
the 8th century and even prior to it were: (i) Vijaya, (2) Nisvasa, (3) 
Svayambhuvamata, (4) Vathula , ( 5 ) Vlrabhadra , ( 6 ) Raarava , {j)Makuta, 
(8) Virasa , Vlresa (?), (9) Candrahdsa, Candra (?), (10) Jffiina, 

(11) Mukhavimbaka , Vimba (?), (12) Prodglta , (13) Lalita , (i\) Siddhi , 
( 15 ) Santana, Sattvana (?), ( 16 ) Sarvodglta, ( 17) Kir ana, { 18 ) Para 
mesvara. 1 

The second text of the list : the Nisvasa seems to be the same 
as the Ni'svasatattva Samhita. We have already noticed that the 
independent chapter-division of the 4 sutras constituting the text 
points to the fact that they were studied separately. The word 
samhita also may indicate that it was simply a compilation of differ- 
ent texts. Amongst the four texts, the adi and the prathama are the 
Uttara and Naya sutras. Their very position in the traditional com- 
putation : mula, adi, prathama and purva point out to their intimate 
mutual relation. It seems quite probable that they together consti- 
tuted our Nayottara introduced in Kambuja in the beginning of the 

1 The same list occurs also in the Kamikagama (p. 1), publish- 
ed from Madras by Alagappa Mudaliar. Cf. Also Gopinath Rao. 
Hindu Iconography, II, part I, pp. 367-36S. Some of these texts 
exist in very old mss. The Kirana and Paramesvara tantras are 
preserved in Nepal. The Kirana was found by H. P. festrl in a 
private collection at Bhatgaon. The ms. is very old and was copi- 
ed in 924 A.C. See Dar bar Library Catalogue, II, p. xxiv and p. 99. 
The Parame&varamatatantra is preserved in the Darbar Library. 
That ms. was copied between the nth and 1 2th century A.C. (festrl, 

E ibid., p. xxi and p. 46). Prof. Bendall mentions an older ms. of- 
that tantra copied in 859 A.c. preserved in the University Library, 
Cambridge. 
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gth century (S02 A.C.) The contents of these two siitras amply show 
that they were indispensable for the guidance of the priests. We 
can understand from them how the Nayottara could be useful to 
Sivakaivalya of Kambuja for conducting the newly introduced cult 
of Devaraja, The l] tiara s~s.tr a has five sections : (i) sivalayasthapana, 
vidtrka, hernia, (ii) and (iii) abhi§eka and dlksa, (iv) and (v) jfuinayoga. 
The Nay.is7t.ira has 4 sections : (i) yasa prakarana {?), (ii) prakrtivicara , 
(iii) rupamcara, (iv) para ma mrta-sadbh avavica ra (cf. also Sastrl, 
Darbar Library Catalogue , I, pp. 138 f. ; his notice is however in- 
complete). Their date of composition cannot be ascertained at 
present. But it was certainly composed long before the date of corn- 
pilatior. of the four texts together, which also was done much earlier 
than the date of copying the present text. Thus roughly it may be 
said that the Nayottara sutras were composed in the 6th and 7th 
centuries A.C., and compiled with the other two texts in the 7th and 
8th centuries A.C. 

The BrahmayUmala ( loc . at.) says that the Nihvasa and the other 
Tantras mentioned above came out of the middle current and were 
communicated by the upper mouth of Siva ( madhyasrota-sambhuta 
nrdkvavaktrat vinirgata ), In another place (fol. 200a) the Brahma- 
y a mala distinctly says that the three texts known as Sammoha, 
Nayottara and Birascheda issued from the left current ( mmasrotas ) 

Sammohan ca tatha proktam tatha caiva Nayottaram/ 
[SlraSchedam] 1 tatha proktam vamasrotad vinirgatam // 

The same texts are also mentioned in a supplement to the Brahma- 
yamala namely the Jayadrathayarnala ( Bastri , I> ch. 40 see infra) : 
savyasrotasi siddhani Siraichidra* bhayatmakam/ 
nayottaram maha-raudram mahasammohonam tatha/ 


indistinct in the ms, the reading is sup- 


1 Though this portion is 
ported by tjie text of the 
tion. 


760 ON SOME TINTRIK- TEXTS STUDIED IN ANCIENT KAMBUJA 

of mmantadhyanta { Vatnamadhyamaya caiva coditsna tathaiva hi— 
Brahmayamala, fol. 200a). There are reasons to believe that the 
classification according to srotas was not very well defined. 

The texts already discussed, as we have seen, mention two other 
texts viz. the Sammoha and the Sirascheda of the 4 texts introduced in 
Kambuja. We should not therefore suppose that the 18 texts mentioned 
in the Niavasatantra list were the only Tantrik texts known in India 
in the 8th century A.c. According to the Brahmayamala we are led 
to believe that these were the texts handed down by one tradition 
only, that of the madhyasrotas. The same text refers to the Yamalas 
coming out from the Bhairava tradition : Bhaitava-srotas. These 
yamalas are: (1) Rudra, (2) Kanda ( = Skanda) (3) Brahma, (4) 
Visnu, (5} Yama, (6) Vayu, (7) Kuvera, (8) Indra * It is true that these 
Yamalas are not mentioned in the Ni&vasa tantra , but in the Brahma- 
yamala of which we get a ms. copied in 1052 A.C. So they all had 
come into existence long before this last date. But it is possible to 
determine the date of their composition more precisely. 

The Brahmayamala has its supplements and two of them are 
preserved in the Darbar Library (1) Pihgalamata (2} Jayadrathayamala, 
The latter is a very extensive work containing about 24000 slokas divid- 
ed into 4 sat has of 600 Slokas each. The ms. of the Pingalamata was 
copied in the Nepal Samv. 294= 1174 A.C. There can be no doubt 
about the fact that it is a supplement 1 2 * * * to the Brahmayamala and is 
connected with the Jayadratha 0 , In the very first chapter of the Ping ala- 
mat a (fol. 26) it is said : asya tantrasya Piiigalamatasamf'tla, Prati- 
sthakalpam fayadrathadkikarani B rah may a m alasya anayJti, Pingala- 
hhaWarikayah nimittarp .. The Pingalamata therefore presupposes the 
existence of the Jayadrathayamalarp and professes to be inspired by the 
Brahma 0 , The Jayadratha 0 was therefore written long before 1174 A.C. 


1 Brahmayamala, ch. 39, Srotanirnaya, fol. 169a : 

Rudrayamalam anyafi ca tatha vai Kandayamalam/ 

Brahmaya malakam caiva visnuyamalam eva ca// 

Yaraayamalakam cany am Vayuyamalam eva ca/ 

Kuverayamalaft caiva Indrayamalam eva ca// 

Bhairavastastam eta [°stakam etat] Vidyapithad vinirgatam/ 
Yamaiani tatha castau nirgatani na samsayah // 

The names of the eight Bhairavas also mentioned in this connec- 
tion, are: Sacchanda Bhairava, Krodha\ Umnattd, Ugra°, ICapalY, 
fkmkara °, Sekhara Vifaya 6 , . 
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{satkas I ana II) noticed by H. P. Sastrl 

th centuries . 1 ^ 

is distinctly called Sirascheda. We have 
which mention Birakkeda as being handed 
tmsrotas) and communicated by the 
towards the left). AH the colophons 


Through the two ms« 
are of the 16th and M 

The JaftidfiithnyAPhiui 
already discussed the text 
down by the left currei 
vimavaktr® (the mouth turning 
of the Jayadrathafamala run thus 
iti Bhairavasrotasi vidyap! 

-mahfvtantre caturvimsatii 
Sastn, loc * cit.t 
The frame-work of the present tantra is as Ionov 
husband of Duryod luma’s sister and the king of Sin 
the world and settled at Vadarikteama m the Hi 
pose of practising austerities. He propitiated t ie g 

Loduced him «o The mt.locut.on betwe 

substance of the Tantra. The first quest™ asked 
Mukti /salvation) which was explained according t 


Siraschede Srijayadrathayamala 
re Srlkalasamkarsanyam etc. (cf. 


preserved in the Darbar Library 
md II. The ms. of the mtkas I is 
C (and not Nepal Sam. 847 as 

II. p. ■) «”d tte f ' ,°. f !“ 

)A 2 AC. The writing of saua n 1 
but the satka IV is preserved in an 
ms. (foL 339b-340a) runs thus 

idavanditacaranayugalasya— -vividha- 

a mabakarumkasya maharajadhirajasn- 

Kulacaryasridharanipadevanamadheyasy a 

,a likhitam id. Jayacandra here men- 
' as king Jayacandra of Kanauj who Ml 

towards the end of the rath century^ 

her towards the end of that century^ 
hirv A.C. The script supports -it J 


1 Of the 4 safkas of this text, 
Sastri has noticed only two I, a 
dated Nepal Sam. 843 17 2 3 A '' 
stated by &strt, Darbar Library ■ 
satka II is dated N. S. 762 = 16. 
appears to be of the same period 
older ms. The colophon of this 

adhigata-sakalasastrasya yoginlvrn 
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but in 1915 ( Catalogue , II, p. 114) in connection with the Tattvasad- 
bhavatantra he explains them thus, '‘It is called Bhairavasrotas be* 
cause Bhairava is the speaker and his speech began after he had 
snatched away the topmost head of Brahma and put It above his four 
heads. It is called Vidyapattha (sic. vidyapltha) because it treats 
of the goddess Sundarl.” But this explanation is not quite correct, 
(i) Bhairavasrotas , as we have already seen, means the Bhairava curr- 
ent or tradition. There are 8 Bhairavas from whom emanate the 8 
yamalas. So other Tantras of the Bhairavasrotas either must 
have been supplements to these 8 yamalas or inspired by them. 
The Jayadrathayamala emanates from the same Bhairava (viz. the 
Unmatta Bhairava ) who narrated the Brahmayamala, Bhairava is 
conceived as an aspect of Siva, (ii) We have already discussed the 
significance of the 4 pithas. Vidyapltha is that method of sadhana 
which relies on the vidya or mantras. In the case of the Jayadratha- 
yamala it is the Kalasamkarsanl mantra which is of importance, 
(iii) The significance of Sirascheda is still unknown to me. I have not 
been able to trace the explanation offered by Sastri anywhere in the 
texts but some Pandits of Nepal who are acquainted with the Tantras 
confirm his explanation. Some of the Puranas indeed preserve the 
story of Siva's cutting the head of Brahma, but in a little different 
way. In the Kwniapuratia it is stated that Brahma was once boast- 
ing himself as the greatest of the universe. Siva appeared on the 
scene and claimed that place for himself. Brahma was, however, 
obstinate. Thereupon Siva got angry and ordered his Bhairava to 
cut off that head of Brahma which was reviling him. Siva thereby 
committed a sin of which he got rid by going to Benares. The 
story of this rivalry between the Brahma, Siva, and also Visnu is told 
also in the the Lihgapurana, Kurmapurana, Vayupurana and Biva- 
purana. In those texts, however, there is no question of cutting the 
head, of Brahma but Siva establishes his superiority over the other 
two as the greatest architect of the universe and proved that Brahma 
and Visnu were only his different aspects. (See Gopinath Rao : Hindu 
iconography , vol. II, part I, p. iosff. and p. 296ff.}. The same story 
evidently taken from the Puranas is told by Alberuni (Sachau 1 1 
p.147): “Brahman was in shape four-headed. Now there happened 
some quarrel between him and Sankara i.e. Mahadeva-— and the 
succeeding fight had this result that one of the heads of Brahman was 

torn off. Thus the head of Brahman was dishonoured by the hand 

of Mahadeva, who took it always with him wherever he went and 
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whatever he did After he had entered Benares the head dropped 

from his hand and disappeared." This is briefly the story about 
diva’s cutting the head of Brahma, but I have not yet found any 
reference to Siva’s putting it on his own head and communicating 
a class of Tantras through it. But it seems probable that the legend has 
some bearing on the Sadyojata face of J§iva, which represents his 
Brahma aspect and through which he told some Tantras. (See 
Gopinath Rao, toe. cit. , part II, p. 366-367). 

It is now quite clear that the ] ayadrathayamala is a Birascheda 
text. Not only the colophons of the text but the text itself clearly 
speak of it. Thus towards the end of the satka III (fol 215a) we 
find the following text : — 

Evam etan mayakliyatam tantram etad anuttamam/ 
Vasisfchena puradhitam naranarayanair api // 

Brahmana matsamlpe tu siraschedam mahabalam/ 
Bahumantragunaklranam tavadya prakatlkrtam/ 

Here the text is quite clear about the identity of the Sirascheda 
and the J ayadrathayamala. Now the J ayadrathayamala , as we 
have seen, is mentioned in the Pingalamata (of which we have a 
ms. dated 1174 A.C.), and apparently in the existing version of the 
BrahmayUmala (chap. 39, fol. 169a) as ‘‘ catuskasatkabhedas tu.” (This 
ms. of Brahma 0 is dated 1052 A.C.). A part of the Jayadrathd itself 
is preserved in a ms. of the 12th- 13 th century A.C. If we admit 
that it is this Birascheda which was taken to Kambuja in the beginn- 
ing of the 9th century (802 A.C.) then the date of its composition 
would go back to the 8th century A. C-, and necessarily the earlier 
versions of the BrahmayUmala and other yamalas would go back 
to a still older period. 

An apparently later tradition mentions another work as Sirascheda. 
It is the Kara vlrayoga, 1 also called Pamtantra-. A ms. of this tantra 

1 Karavira means a cremation ground cf. Hemacandras Abhi- 
dhanacintamani, IV. 55 — '‘smascinam karamrain syat.” But the word is 
also used as the name of particular smasanas at least in two places. 
In Nepal a smascina was known as karavira, (cf. S. Levi. Le Nepal, 
II, p. 282). In the Tibetan texts we find Karavira as the name 
of a Vihara in the city of Malapura (Mangalapura ?) in Udqliyana {Pag. 
Sam Jon Zang, p. 137, index. m^cMIso Taranath, tr. Schiefner 
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written in §aka 1681-1603 A.C, is preserved in the Darbar Library. 
The colophons of some of its chapters are to be noticed in this 
connection : 


fol. 21b— iti Srimahasrotasi Siraschede karavirayoge para- 
tantre krama (?) dvadasasahasrikayam kalikramanirnayasutram ; 
fol. 25a — iti §rlbhairavasrotasi siraschede karavirayoge paratantre 
paramarthanirnayah ; fol. 30a — iti srl bhairavasrotasi Siraschede 
mahakaravlrayoge paratantre kaiikulakramah samaptah. On 
fol. la the following words are put into the mouth of the goddess: 

Sarvasrotodbhavam jfianam tva[m] prasada[t] vrutam maya/ 
yamalastakapuravantu tattvany ekavidhanita (?) // 

Siraschedas ca bahudha maha-santhana-satkakam/ 
paratantram ca citkara (phetkara ?) sagarambhamahasanam,..// 
caturvimsati vai laksah Srutah sarvena tu dharinl// 


In this list the Karavirayoga apparently mentions the texts of the 



school to which it belongs. It mentions the original Sirascheda : the 
mahasantkanasatkakam. The text here referred to seems to be no 
other than the Jayadrathayamala containing the extensive satkas. 
Thus it is evident that the original Sirascheda text was the same 
as the Jayadrathayamala . The Karavirayoga apparently drew its ins- 
piration from that text. 

We have already seen that the Jayadrathayamala came out either 
of the vamasrotas or the vamamadhyamasrotas. We should rather 
consider it to be issuing from the vamamadhyamasrotas which was 
spoken by the western mouth Paschnavaktra because the Jayadratha- 
yamala itself speaks of its western origin [cf. satka III, fol. 215a : 
tadaksa (?) pascimajanma jftatavyam narasattamaiK\. We have also 
seen that it is the sadyo/ata face ( = Brahma) which turns westward. 
Thus we understand why the Jayadrathayamala, communicated by 
the pdscimavaktra is called sirascheda. 

As regards the third text Sammoha introduced in Kambuja in 
802 A.C. npthing can be definitely stated at the present moment. 


1 ground with that name which has been wrongly 
Some Tantric practices were to be performed only in 
Traces of such practices are also found in Buddhist 
■nkavatara (Nanjio) p. 308, 

Lgare Snaasane va vrksamule guhasu va/ 

' ’hhyavakase. ca yogi vSsam prakaloavet II verse 316. . 
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discussed the references to this text m the Brahma - 
- • * j 3 a.C.). There is no doubt that the Sam- 

mohand) mentioned therein was the same as that intro- 

India long before 802 A.C, 
determine if this Sam- 


We have already 
famala (ms. copied in 105 
tnofia (var, Sam).. 
duced into Kambuja, 
when it was 

m oha had to do anythin; 

One Sammohanatanira 

Chatterji, is i~. 
belongs to the 
I, Ixv, lxvi). 
late ms. in 
has noticed this ms. 

Sanskrit. - — - 
inspired by the 
discovered. 

On the last and the 4th text taken tc 

VinaUkha, no light can be thrown at 
yamala ( Satka I) we find a list of Bhaira 
through the Kalasamkansani vidya. A 
find the names of Sikha and Vinmkha 
issuing from some of the Bhairavas 
of Phetkari Bhahava from whom issued 
quently we are justified in supposing 
Vinteikha tantra which was connecte* 
Bhairava, IE this identification is accep 
was intimately connected with the Sirasc 
as the Kambuja inscription also would r 
The texts thus being identified, 1 
the god mentioned as Tumvuru .and 
‘'the four faces of Tumvuru. r ' 
,h= name of a Gandharva and th.nV 
with the Gandharva tantra. But the cc 
tantra connected with the name < 
would have us believe that all t e 
that god. Tumbaru or Tumburu is 
the name of a Gandharva but no de 
u:„ Tf ;= the name of one ot th 


So it was known in 
taken to Kambuja. It is difficult to 

with the Sammohanatanira we get at present, 
as has been already pointed out by Dr. 
attributed to the Vimukranta region. A Sammhinltantra 
Rathakranta region, (see Avalon, Principles of Tantra 
We have besides a Sammohanatanira preserved in a 
, the Darbar Library. Sastri {Catalogue, II, P ; 183) also 
■ • «. as a new one. The text is written in incorrect 

All these texts of the Sammohanatanira might have been 
original Sammohatantra which still remains to be 

in 802 A.C. viz. the 
In the Jayadratha 


of the Jina 
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in the Mahasamaya Suttanta {Dialogues of Buddha, part 3, p . 2g8 x 

amongst the Gandharva chieftains are mentioned PaficaSikha and 

s«Zr 1 TJ thedaUghter ° f Timba -‘ Then again in the Sakka P aUa 

vl V PP ‘ 302, 1 303) Buddha bein ^ enchanted b >’ the music of 
Pancamkba questions him whereupon the latter tells him the story 

of h,s love for Bhadda Suriyavaccasa, the daughter of Timbaru, the 

Cing of the GandhabbaS. In this story Paficasikha figures as a great 

musician who had a lyre of yellow Beluva wood. The Gandhabba 

Timbaru is also mentioned in the Pasadikasuttanta. In the Chinese 

hi "fZ tam : b,en - r «=•'««&.« and as 

bieu-ru— - tu{m)buru. [cf. Tripitaka, New Tokio Ed. vol. I, pp . 8o> 6« 1 

ese forms show that in the corresponding Chinese versions the names' 
presuppose the forms Tamburu, and Tumburu and not 7VW5 

Mahabhkrata 

ivJmhITemiuns ceu camral , n , m GanMarvataMtttJhH and iain 

fhf fi. t' 54 ‘ G y dM y v ° a >*‘ ki “’’> ca Tumitl I„ 

Z f! f r “I 7 iS eVid “ t,y “ Sed aS a S^at designation rf 
the four Gandharva, t Sufriyi, Atibbhu, HUi, Hu/m, whereas in the 

se»„d rase * 15 USKi in appearancej m ths “ “ be 

seel ,rw T 8 mUSida "- Wh “ teVer may be ' *»« ZL. ft 

tl difficn d?" " nn “ "''' th ‘ he ° f Tumburu, though 
s. difficult to determine at present whether it was originally tL 
generic name of -the four Gandharvas nr *1, or y™lly the 

Gandharva with four faces 1 But th 6 name of a P af bcular 

taces. But there is no doubt that Tumburu 


M 1 I -,, There S6emS t0 have been a time when Siva was four f-weA Ti 
Mahabharata preserves its tracer , tour raced The 

smwMa). Siva tells Uma that it V 41 ' sl ' 5 ff - VmmHteivara 

ced ZtJZZ L . - ■* he be. 


came 


y°g«c power 

Stemukh^ 8i,a ' ! ’ y ° g5C Ca '"™ 0rt, “™m agatah/ 
alurmuhhas ca samvrtto darsayan yogam uttamam // 

parvena vadanenahaa, i„d,atva m anJLi ha , " 

uttarena tvay* sardham ramamy aham anindite// 

S^Tbh-m ,nUk *t a ^ SaUmya “ sarva P r anisukhavaham/ 

In tl lihSa ” raudrai - 1 samharati prajah// ' . h 

k Adtparva -{216, 22-28 Ca.1 FrM Mu-* 

done the same -thinir. b Maheavara is stated t< 


d °nq -the same thing ie assumed f ' ahesvara is stated t< 
* * ’ SSUK?ed f °^ ^ through ^ tc 
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was par excellence a musician. He is mentioned as an authority on 
the musical science, , 

The Sanigltaloka, while mentioning the oldest authorities on 
music cites the name of Tumburu. These authorities are : (1) Brahma, 
(2) Siva, (3) Nandikesvara, (4) $iva, (5) Rambha, (6) Tumburu, 

etc, ( Sivanandikesvara hivarambk&sthata tumburuh cf. Sastri, 

Catalogue, v oi. II, p. 72 and also Introduction, xxxv). These are the 
names of gods who revealed music to the mortals. Nandikesvara is 
another name of £iva ; Tumburu. is the Gandharva. A stringed 
musical intrument, Tambura, is connected with his name. Though 
there is no definite text to fall back on, still it seems probable that 
Tumburu was no other than Siva himself. Both of them are repre- 
sented as having four faces, and both of them are authorities on music. 
If this identification is accepted then a new light can be thrown on the 
text of the inscription of Sdok Kak Thom. The four tantras : Sira- 
schtda , Vimhikha, Sammoha and Nayottam are said to be Tumvuror 
vaktracatuskam, not because they constituted the four faces of that 
god but because they issued forth from or were communicated by, 
his four mouths ( vaktra ). Besides we should note that vaktra really 
means mouth and not face. The four Tantrik texts therefore seem 
to have represented four different amnayas, connected with the four 


see the newly created Tilottama from all sides — “evam caturmukhah 
sthacbur mahadevo’-bhavat pura." In the sculptural representation also, 
though Mahadeva should have according to comparatively late texts 
five faces, the figures of the four-faced Siva are not tare. Gopinath Rao 
in his Hindu Iconography (vol. II, part II, pi. cxv and p. 373) repro- 
duces the image of a Sadasiva-murti coming from Ellora. The image 
has four faces. Mr. Rao for making it agree with traditional form 
of &va says that. “The figure has four faces and since all its arms 
are broken, it is not possible to say how many it originally possessed” 
But there is no mark of a broken face and there is no difficulty in 
admitting that it was from the beginning four faced. At Yuri Kang 
in North China, the Buddhist sculpture which was directly inspir- 
ed by Indian art there • is a representation of MaheSvara with 
four faces. It belongs to the 5^ and 6 th centuries A.C. MaheSvara 
is sitting on a bull. The four faces ar e turning to four directions. 
Somebody 'is ,;i standing hear HfeH-^cairying < & 

a, {1*. * 1 .1 nL. 1 « . t In, irV' ir 
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of Tumburu, who was in all appearance, an emanation of & va 
himself like the Bhairavas. 

introduction of the four texts throws some light on another 
^ viz. that of the relation of Kambuja with northern India. Dr. 
Chat ter ji has already tried to trace some of the elements of Kambuia 
culture to North Indian origin (Indian Cultural Influence in Cambodia 
p. 253 fT.). Now there are reasons to believe that the four Tanfras 
brought to Kambuja by Hiranyadarna were of North Indian origin. 
The Pmgahmata which we have seen to be a supplement to the 
Brahmayamala and to be connected with the Sira'sckeda-Jayadratka- 
yamala is very clear on this point. On folio 5 b we find mention of 
the country where the Siva-Cadhana was in vogue. It is no doubt 
the country of the Ary as— the Aryavarta : 

Vind hyottaragaten a i va Magadhaccaparena tu 
Himadre daksine bhage paficalat purvatas tatha 
Aryavarta iti khyatas tadbhavacaryasadhakau 
Agrajanmakulodbhatah sarvasadharapo yatah 
Visesanan ca tatha brumi agranlsaktivacakah 
Saktyantam janitam janma janmagrety abhidhlyate 
Ka-purvastavinirmukt[a3 anyadesodbhavavapt 
Kamarupanca kasmirau kalingau koukanodbbavau 
Kanclkosalakaverya-rastrajavapi varjayet 
Kimarthani cet tatsidhyartham-moksartham sarvajau s'ubhau 
Sivavratadharacaryo natidirgho’tihrasvakah etc. 

This passage mentions the countries of which the people are unfit for 
Srvasadkana on account of their physical deformities. These countr e 
all begin with ka , Kamarupa, Kasmlra. Kaliriga, Konkana Ka«cr 
KoSala, Kaveri-rastra (?). This shows that the oldest Brahmanicai 
^ whi^ included the 18 texts mentioned in the Nimsatattl 
f ^ ’ h K e Z J amalas and the.r supplements, all originated in Northern 
India. The four texts, the Nayottara, Sirascbeda, Vimsikha and 

“r" to Kambuja in the beginning of the 9 th century 
A.C* would therefore be of North-Indian origin ^ 

Thus we see that the four Tantrik tests mentioned in , lle Inscrin 

t,o,, of Sdok Kak Thom as h,vi„ g been introduced i KambS 
m 802 AaCa during the reien. of Tatra vo,-™.. tt 1 "• analJu J* 

old mss. in the Nepal Darbar Library The NavotT^ Pr6SerVed in 
the same as the A r qya~ and UnZa sltasZu TT "" Pr ° bably 
W&vS?atatlvasazpJti& prelved in T ms o^G T * ^ ° f the 

• century ac It was mm a \ f G pta wntln § °f the 

° rap0Sed mUCh earlier the date of 

, . . 
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the ms. and may be safely placed in the 6 th — 7th century A.c. j The 
Sirahcheda was in all probability the same as the original Jayadratha- 
yUmala of which an extensive text copied in the I2th-i3th century A.C. 
exists in the Darbar Library. The Vinasikha seems to have been a 
supplement to the Jayadratha yamala and the Sammoha , the original, 
on which the later Tantras of that name were based. The four 
Tantras were of North- Indian origin. 

Turabaru appears to have been an emanation of Siva himself, who 
is represented as having communicated the four texts through his 
four mouths. 


P. C. Bagchi, 




MISCELLANY 

The Rasarnavalamkara of Prakasavarsa 


Students of Sanskrit Alamkara-sastra are indebted to Pandit V. 
Venkatarama Sharma of the University of Madras for publishing in 
the I HQ, vol. V, pp. 173L the text of Prakasavarsa’s Rasarnava along 
with an excellent account of the work in English. During a week’s 
stay in Madras in 1924 I had an opportunity of examining an imper- 
fect manuscript-copy of the work in the Government Oriental Manus- 
cript Library (which Pandit Venkatarama appears also to have 
utilised) ; but, as I could not devote much time to it, my examination 
was necessarily cursory, and the brief account which I gave of it in 
BSOS , iv, pt. 2, p. 283 was not only incomplete but incorrect in one 
particular in the description of the work, Pandit Venkatarama has 
now published the text, as well as a fairly full account, from two manus- 
cripts, and I must thank him for the correction he has made of my 
error ; but I still find from a careful study of the published text that 
I was not mistaken in regarding this work as a comparatively late 
composition, belonging to a period probably later than that of Bhoja. 

Pandit Venkatarama Sharma claims that the Rasarnava of Pra- 
kaSavarsa is ‘'the earliest work on Poetics after the Natyaveda” of 
Bharata, and that "Prakasavarsa must have flourished before Bhamaha 
and Dancjin, and after Banabhafcta, i. e., between 650 A.c, and 750 a.c.” 
But it appears to me that the learned Pandit is entirely on the wrong 
track in his views about Prakasavarsa’s relation to Bhamaha and 
Dandin. Apart from the very elaborate treatment of guna, dosa and 
alamkara, which one can hardly expect in such a presumably early 
work, there is a distinct reference in it to dhvani , and in most of his 
definitions and apparently novel classifications Prakasavarsa appears 
to follow very closely the school of opinion which is represented in 
Sanskrit Poetics by the work of Bhoja. If Pandit Venkatarama had 
closed his Bhamaha and Dandin and opened his Sarasvatl-kanthabha - 
rana he would have at once found out the source of most of Prakasa- 
varsa’s information, and would have seen that, like Bhoja, Prakasa- 
varsa does not hesitate in appropriating and copying verses from 
Dan<jin and Bhamaha, a procedure which appears to have misled his 
editor, / ' ' '■ • ’ - - 

I have already attempted to shew in my Sanskrit Poetics, ii, 

C*dyf. that. BhAia lih#* .nifV,,-.,. ^ ~ i _ .. _r 






Agm-purSy#, follows a tradition of thought and speculation' which 
is different in many respects from that of the earlier established 
writers on Poetics, although his work is essentially an eclectic com- 
pilation, which conforms to the teachings of no particular orthodox 
school but gathers its material from all sources. The importance given 
to rasa in conformity with the general standpoint of the earlier Rasa 
and Dhvani schools (in spite of a somewhat elaborate treatment of 
dasa and alamkara which are not directly correlated to rasa) 
as well as the presence of verses culled from different older writers 
(especially Dandin and Bhamaha) need not surprise us in such a 
work. Prakasavarsa’s Rasarnava is marked by the same features, 
and he shows the same reverence to Dandin and Bhamaha, whose 
works supplied to him, as to Bhoja, a large number of unacknow- 
ledged quotations and ideas. The very fact that he refers to and 
quotes from a Bhamaha or a Mahabhamaha {although these. quota- 
tions are not to be found in Bhamaha’s known work) precludes us, 
apart from every other consideration, from placing Praka§avar§a 
before Bhamaha. 

Coming to the subject-matter of the work itself one can see at 
once that there is a close agreement in the definitions and 
classifications of gund t dosa and alamkara between Bhoja’s 
Sarasvatl-kanikabharana and Prakasavarsa's Rasarnava , No doubt, 
Prakasavarsa here and there adds to or rejects a guna or an alamkara 
from the enumeration of Bhoja. Thus, of the 24 sabda-gunas men- 
tioned by Bhoja, Praka^avarsa accepts 22, leaving aside gait and 
praudki mentioned by Bhoja $ and to the 24 arth alamka vas of Bhoja 
Prakasavarsa adds four more. Apart from such legitimate additions 
and modifications, the gunaSi dosas and alamkaras in Pra- 
mffrL defined, classified in the same way and mention- 
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a le text it is not necessary for me to cite here all the points of 
agreement occurring throughout Prakasavarsa’s Rasaryava where- 
ever t le topics dealt with are common to the two works. But I 

made^above typiCA j lr ' stances In support of the statements 

made above. The general scheme and classification of gums and 

r T " Bh ° ja a " d PnJtafa "“*'> -<1 «« same 
” d t " mmoI °gy »e employed throughout. The division of 

which T ° ^ relating to pada, mkya and vakyartha), 

Z the sah? P f y . bMb ' iS W - d “*•»-; K-t while Bhoja, 
enumerates ■ °, * “ 1,am symmetry and uniformity of treatment, 
umerates sixteen d^s respectively of pzia, vakya and vUrftoha, 

£ ZZ^ C r-?V h ™ ° nly ***•». fourteet 

neariv the ’ ’**’7**“ and sixteen using 

same nomenclature and almost identical definitions. We 

give them here m parallel columns, so that the striking agreements 

as well as the slight differences, will be dear at a glance • 


Bhoja 1 

Pada-do&as (x6 in number) 


asadhu (Sabda-Sastra-viruddham 

yat) 

aprayukta (kavibhir na pra- 
yuktam yat) 

kasta (padam sruter a-sukha- 
dam) 

anarthaka (pada-purana-matra- 
rtham) 

anyartha (rudhi-cyutam padam 
yat) 

; apnstartha (yat tu tucchabhi- 
dheyam syat) 

, asamattha (asangatam padam 


Prakasavarm 

Pada-dosas (14111 number ; sli- 
ghtly different order) 
asadhu (sabda-s'astra-viruddh- 
am yat) 

aprayukta (na prayuktam ka- 
vlndrair yat) 

kasfea (sravana-durbhagam) 


anarthaka (pada-purana-matram 
yat) 

[lo this really corresponds 
Pkv’s asamartha, see below.] 
apustartha (vacya-tucchataya 
klistam) 

asamartha (yad baddham rudhi- 

vartma-vyatikramat)*- 
cf. Bhoja’s anyartha 


t6d» 


wjm 



Prakamvarsa 

apratlta (sastra eva prayuktam 


khsta (dure yasyartha-samvi- klista (paramparyena carthasya 

sucakam) 

gudhartha ( aprasiddhartham gudhartha (aprasiddbartha-sam- 
prayogam) baddham) 

neyartha (sva-samketa-praklp- neyartha (svayam kalpita- 

tartham) ■ samketam) ■ 

sandigdha (na yat padam ms- sasamSaya (yatrarthantara-sam- 
cayakrt) . ' ' bandhah) 

viparita (viruddhartha-prakal- : n . ; h\ - ’■■■■£;,■ . 
panam) d- 

aprayojaka (avisesa-vidhaya- aprayojaka (vivaksita-prameya- 

kam) sya nopakari) 

deSya (avyutpattimat padam) desya (desa-rudhi-gatam padam) 

gramya— (a) asilla or asabhya- graraya — (a) asabhya (b) aman- 

rtha (b) amaugala and (c) gala and (c) ghrnakara, 3 

ghrnavat, 3 kinds. kinds. 1 

The agreements are no less close and striking in the case of vakya- 
dosas : : : ’ : y ■ ' yMk ■ / - 

2, Vakya-dosas { 16 in number) 2. Vakya-dosas ( 14 in number 

but really Ijjj slightly differ- 
ent order) 

Sabda-hlna (apaSabdavat) Sabda-hlna (bhinna-bhasa-pada* 

’■ viddham) 

krama-bhrasta (Sabdartha-vyut- 
' kramo yatra) 

visandhi (viruddha-sandhi ftih- 
sandhi) . 

punaruktimat (tadyk pada- 
padarthanam nibandhe) 
vyaklrna (aneka-pada-santana- 
r ^ ; vyahata-smrtibhih , pad air 
yojana yatra) 


krama-bhrasta (arthah Sabdo 
va yatra na kramah) 1 2 
visandhi (visamhito virupo va 
yatra sandhih) 

punaruktimat (padam padar- 
thas cabhinnau yatra) 
vyaklrna (mitho yasmin vibha- 
ktinam asangatih) . . 


1 The reading actually is s astras yuktam yad (wit 

2 I prefer this reading of A. Borooah’s text : the K: 

tion reads arthah 'sab.dom yatra tathramah, - 


samklrna (vakyantara-padair sarakima / ,,*i , - . 

m iiram\ • - a { vakyantarapadon 

■ miSram) 

apaaa (vibhinna-prakrtisthadi 
padayukti) ■ 



vakya-garbhita (vakyantara- 
sagarbham yat) 

bhinna-Iinga (yatropama bhinna- 
Hnga) 

bhinna-vacana (yad bhinna- 
vacanopamam) 


[vakya-] garbhita (vakyantara. 
sagarbham yat) 

bhinna-Iinga (alihgatvad upa- 
manopameyayoh) 

bhinna-vacana (yasmin vacana- 
vaisamyam upamanopame- 
yayoh) 

nyunopama (ny unair upamaya 
visesanaih) 

adhikopama (vise§anadhikau- 
pamyam) 

bhinna-vrtta (chando-laksana- 
hinam) 2 kinds, tad varna- 


nyunopama (nyunam upamana- 
viSesanaih) 

adhikopama (adhikam yat 
punas taih syat) 

bhagna-chanda (y a c chando- 
bhangavad vacah) 
bhagna-yati (asthime viratir 
yasya) 

a-sarlra (kriya-pada-vihlnam 


iKtMCeS ' vm “ - 
vafiyartha-dosas even more strikingly close ; 

p-, - 7<X Prakahavarsa 

akya rtna-dosas (16 in number) * Vakvarth* w™ / 1- 
apartha (samudayattha-sun- 
yaia yad vacah) • ; 

vyartha (gatartham yat, yacca 
syan ni§prayoj 4 kam) • 
ekartha (uktyabhinnartham) 


(uktyabhinnartham) 2 


THE EASSR^AVaLAmKaRA OF PRAKS§AVAR§A 


sasaniSaya (sandigdhartham) 

apakrama (vakyam yat tu 
krama-bhraafcam) 
khlnna (jatyadyuktavanirvyu- 
dham) 

atimatra {yat sarva-lokatltar- 
tbam) , . ■ 

parusa (yat tu krurartham 
atyartharo) 

virasa (aprastuta-rasam yat) 
hlnopama (hlnatn yatropama- 
nam syat) 

adhikopama (tad eva yasminn- 
adhikam) 

asadrSopama (yat tv atulyopa- 
manam) 

aprasiddhopama (aprasiddho- 
pamanam yat) 

niralamkara (yad alamkara- 
hinam) 

asllla (aslllartha-pratiti-krt) ; 

viruddha — 3 kinds (a) pratyak- 
sa-viruddha (b) anumana- 
■ viruddha and (c) agama- 
viruddha, each of which 
again is of three kinds— 9 
kinds in all. 


sasamsaya (yatrarthasya na 
niscayah) 

apakrama (paurvaparya-vipar- 
yayah) 

khinna (jatyadyuktavanirvyud- 
ham), 1 

atimatra (lokatita ivartho yah) 

parusa (ati-kruras tu vakyar- 
thali) 

virasa (aprakrta-rasam) 

hlnopama (hinam y&tropama- 
nam syat) 

adhikopama (yatropamanam 
adhikam) 

visadrSopama (atuiyam upamS- 
nam cet) 

aprasiddhopama (aprasiddho- 
pamanam cet) 

niralamkara (alamkara-vivarji- 
tam) 

a§llla (yad asabhyartha-samba- 
ddham) 

viruddha — 3 kinds (a) pratya- 
ksa-viruddha (b) anumana- 
viruddha and (c) agama-viru- 
ddha, each of which again 
is of three kinds, as in Bhoja 
—9 kinds in all. 


It may be urged that most of these donas and their descriptions 
will be met with in other writers, and that in the definition and 
arrangement of dosas, which are more or less standardised, the verbal 
or other agreements need not be taken as absolute proofs of borrowing. 
But when we come to the treatment of gunas, the case is more convinc- 
ing. It is well-known that in spite of the influence of Dan^in arid 
his school, as well as of the tradition of opinion followed in the alam- 
Mmsection of the Agni-fiurSna, Bhoja adopts a terminology and 
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scheme of m ias, which are peculiar to himself and which differ in 
ma,^ pomts from those of his known possessors ( bet he^,,," 

ofSTT 0 , 1 T hm — To «'= orthodox ten gun«s 
*f da Snd artha res P ec tively of Vamana, viz., Uc*a, pZsVh 
madkurya «, smOumU^ artha-vyakti, c/as, udJaij^ 

by kter writers 3 ' 6 !, sometimes def >»ed slightly differently 

by later waters who accept them), Bhoja adds aurjitya udattata 

prey as, susabdata, sauksmya, a atnbh 1 rvn c/inbwA * * , ' 

bhavikatva rtt; „b* : ’• f 1 ’ sa ^ e P*> ™st«ra, sammitaiva, 

]*", 2 i - ’ Sa ‘’ an<J •''ns enumerating 04™^; 

r„«;„ed t umque rrr siies as ^ *• ^ 

definition of the 7 2 ^oTjeTu^- ^ a " d 

ton, his list. '' erbalIy - ora,ttlnB S“ li a " d />"»#>' 


- Bhoja . p ra ^savarsa 

lef ' TJ7^ 1- n T ber) (a 3 in number) 

, §le§a (yatra band ho’ti-sam§]istah) 

piasada (prasrddhartha-padatvam) prasada (prasiddhartha-pada-nya- 

, sah) 

samata^ (yan mrdu-prasphuto- samata (bandho mrdu-sphufcon- 

piTtU-va^samv vidhil P misra-varna-janma, ‘ na sanka- 

piati a vaisamyena bhananam) rah) 

madhurya (y§ prthak-padata vakye) madhdrya (arthocita-vaco-bandhaM 

SUk ™ ta (ani#Ur5t?ara '^ (a^.hor 5 h a “2J 

5amp5 “ a ' artha - Vyaliti ^rna-vakyata, 
ka "sya) 7ad niiVi,IatVa,!1 bandha ' kenti (bandhasyojjsalata) 1 


=>ydj , • - . v 

' gah) ' J uaattata (Slaghyair visesanair yuk. 

ojas (samasa-bhuyastvamj . , 

aurjitya (gaejha-bandhata) j y f ’ 1 ™" *"> 

preyas (priyatarakhyanam c 5t «k- preiTfeev^ l* t 

tau) • preyas (preyartha-pada-vinySsah) 

^yt ( ~ * - 0* subanta-tinantanam 

vyutpattih) 



The text has lacunae here. 
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samadhi (any.vdharmanam yad 
anyatriidhiropanam) 
sauksmya (antah samjalpa-rupat- 
vam sabdanam) 
gambhirya (dhvanimatta) 
vistara (vyasenoktih) 
samksepa (samasenabhidhanam) 


samadhi (anya-dharmasya bhaved 
anyatra ropanam) 
sauk§mya (Sabdanam antah sam- 
jalpa-rupata) 

gambhirya (dhvanimatta) 

vistara (vyastam) 

samksepa (abhidhanam samasena) 


sammitatva (yavadartha-padatvam) sammitatva (yavadartha-padatvam) 
bhavikatva (bhavato vakya-vyttir bhavikatva (bhavabhivyanjaka van:) 

ya) .. 

gati (kramo yah syad arohavaroha- 
yoh) 

rlti (upakramasya nirvahah) nti (upakramasya nirvahah) 

ukti (visista bhanitir ya syat) ukti (arthantarena 1 carthasya 

bhananat) 

praudhi (ukteh praudhah parlpa- ; 

■ ■ kah) ■ ■>. .• - ..c ■ 

It is not necessary to dilate on this point further and mention 
the artha-gunas which betray similar parallelism. Prakasavarsa’s 
discussion as’ to how dosas sometimes become gunas, which follows 
this topic, closely copies from Bhoja. Indeed the borrowing goes 
on practically throughout the whole work. It is a pity that the rasa- 
chapters, which give the name to the work, are incomplete in Pia- 
kasavarsa’s published text ; if we had the whole of it, we would 
perhaps have seen the same influence not only of the somewhat 
unique *vw«-chapters of Bhoja’s Sarasvatl-kardhdMiararia but also 
probably of his much larger and more exclusive SrngHra-prakasa. 
Coming to the treatment of the alamkaras, one finds that Bhoja s 
classification of figures as bthya, abhyantara and blhylbhyantara is 
also accepted. In order to preserve a certain uniformity and _ sym- 
metry of treatment (which is also noticeable in his classification of 
gunas and dosas), Bhoja mentions six kinds each of ntz, vrtti chaya, 
mudra, ukti , bhaniti, gumpham, sayya and paihiti, which are mdud- 
ed in the treatment of HMlanU,*, **«* «* ” e 

and dealt with in the same way by WKW i but as m fc- 

of pnw and dmi, he is eclectic with regard to the , no “^ 
accepts, in many cases omitting one.or two kinds from the enumera- 

” I The"text~has lacunae here, which is supplied by the editor as 

vm„ un ™. 


mi 
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'ton of Bhoja. Of the six rltis of Bhoja, Prakasavarsa accepts five, 
mitting magadhl ; to the four orthodox vrttis Bhoja adds two 
lore, but Prakasavarsa mentions only five. Of the six kinds res- 
ectively of mudra, chaya and bhaniti, again (which are not dealt 
ith by any of the early writers), only four kinds of each are admitt- 
1 by Prakasavarsa. But Bhoja’s six types of yukti are repeated 
tithfully as six by Prakasavarsa, 1 2 3 who omits altogether the treat- 
lent of ukti, gumpham (for which perhaps ghatana is substituted ?), 
lyya and pathiti. Coming to slesa we find Bhoja’s six kinds of 
'esa are mentioned also by Prakasavarsa, while prasnottara and 
- avyata (hravya kavya as Bhoja calls it) are similarly given as six. 
ome of these classifications and definitions will probably be traced 
i other writers : but the agreements between Bhoja and Prakasavarsa 
re too close to be mistaken. It is not necessary to cite more In* 
:ances, but what is given above will indicate clearly the sources of 
lost of Prakasavarsa’s information, although it must be remembered 
lat the Rasarnava is a much smaller manual than the almost ency- 
opaedic Sarasvatl-kanthabkarana. 

Some of the peculiar and characteristic definitions which are, so 
ir as we know, given for the first time by Bhoja are also to be found in 
rakasavarsa. Instances have already been noticed in the above account, 
lit one or two characteristic points may be cited here. I have tried 
> shew elsewhere 4 that Bhoja eclectically arranges the teachings of 
le earlier schools in the light of a tradition of opinion which is pecu- 
ir in some respects and different from that of the prevalent schools ; 
it he ignores entirely the implications of the dhvani-th&ory , although 
5 doeis not hesitate to appropriate karikas from the Dhvanyaloka, 
hat Bhoja was aware, however, of the concept of dhvani , which must 
ave been fully established in his time, is indicated by the fact that 
i attempts to include the idea in the mbdaguna gambklrya, which is 
jfined by him as dhvanimaita. This definition is verbally reproduced 
f PrakaSavar§a. s Again, Bhoja admits the philosophical idea of 
k -itnma (as a means of knowledge) in a poetic figure of that name 


1 The editor (p, xvii) makes a slip when he speaks of chaya, in- 
ead of yukti, as six. 

2 Sanskrit Poetics, ii, loc. cit. 

3 The definition is also copied by Vidyanatha who is one of the 

w writers who follow Bhoja’s elaborate classification of gunas, 
hough Vidyanatha accents dhvani as essential ■ 
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and distinguishes it as a figure from the more well-known upama . 1 
This is a treatment peculiar to himself and is accepted by no writer 
on Poetics (so far as I know) except Appayya Diksita in his Kuva- 
layananda. The figure upamana , as conceived and defined by Bhoja, 
is also to be found in Prakasavarsa. 

This wholesale similarity of phraseology and ideas occurring 
throughout in the two works (even in the matter of peculiar schemes 
and treatment of characteristic points) cannot indeed be explained 
as accidental coincidences, or mere repetition of standardised technicali- 
ties. It may be contended, however, that what is said above does 
not necessarily prove that Prakasavarsa has actually borrowed from 
Bhoja ; for it is possible to hold that Bhoja might have modelled his 
bigger compilation upon the smaller manual of PrakaSavarsa, or that 
both of them, belonging to the same school of thought, probably drew 
upon the same source. All this may be argued, but it cannot be 
maintained that Prakasavarsa is a very early writer, earlier even than 
Bhamaha and Dandin, The supposition, however, of Bhoja’s borrowing 
from Prakasavarsa appears to me to be very unlikely. While Bhoja’s 
work displays a systematic and elaborate treatment (in spite of its 
peculiar theoretic standpoint), reinforced by abundant wealth of illus- 
trations, which lifts it much above an average compilation, PrakaSa- 
varsa’s work is nothing more than a short compilation of definitions 
and classifications. The Rasarnava has the appearance of having 
been a practical manual or text book, and as such it is not unlikely 
that it was compiled chiefly by wholesale appropriations from Bhoja’s 
standard work, with just a few pieces of supplementary information 
culled from other sources. In whichever way the question of borrowing 
be decided, it is clear, however, that Prakasavarsa, like Bhoja; belonged 
to a tradition of opinion which is distinct from that of the established 
schools, and of which the earliest ‘known example is to be found in 
the alamkara - section of the Agni-purana. The date , of this section 
at least of the Purana cannot be fixed too early, and I have, tried, to 
shew elsewhere that it probably belongs to the 9th century. A. c. 
Praka§avar§a must at any rate be later than this date. He must also 
have been later than Anandavardhana who established the dhvani- 
theory in the struggle of the schools ; for Prakasavarsa, like Bhoja, 
is aware of the concept of dhvani and includes it, as we have already 
seen, in the 'sabda-guna gambklrya. The very elaborate treatment of 
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guna and dosa would by itself place him later than Dandin and Bhama- 
fta, upon whose scheme this treatment attempts in its own way to 
improve, while the treatment of the alamkaras in the same way 
•supports and confirms this conclusion. The statements, therefore, that 
Prakasavarsa’s Rasarnava is '‘the earliest work on Poetics after the 
Natyaveda’’ and that he ‘'must have flourished before Bhamaha and 
Dandin” appear to me to be misconceived and uncritical. 

Nevertheless, the work is interesting and important as represent- 
ing, like Bhoja’s work from which it draws its material, a peculiar 
line of speculation different in some respects from accepted views 
of the established schools of Sanskrit Poetics. As such, its publi- 
cation has been well deserved. 

S. K, De 


A Note on the Salaries and Allowances detailed 
in the Kantiliya 


Rtvij (sacrificial priest) 

Acarya (teacher) 

Mantrin (councillor) 

Purohita (royal priest) 

Sen 5 pati (commander-in-chief) 
SfuvarSja (crown-prinoe) 
Rajamatf (king’s mother) 
-Hajamahisi (queen) 


i 


Y 48,000 (panas) 1 


Dauvarika (gate-keeper) 
AntarvamMka (superintendent of 


the ladies’ apartments) 

PracSastr (superintendent in charge v ‘ 
of royal writs') 

Samahartr ■ 

Sannidhatr 


>■ 24,000 „ 


* Per mnnfh /45e»^*»c* <*«*•%** ’ v* v - ■ . 
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Kumara 

Kumaramatr 

Nayaka 

Pauravyavaharika 
Karmantika 
Each 'member of the 
Mantriparisad 
Rasfcrapala 
Antapala 

Srenimukhya 

Hastimukhya 

Asvamukhya 

Rathamukhya 

Pradestr 

Pattyadhyaksa 

ASvadhyaksa 

Rathadhyaksa 

Hastyadhyaksa 

Dravyavanapala 

Hastivanapala 

Rathika 

Anlka 

Cikitsaka 

ASvadamaka 

Vardhaki 

Yoniposaka 

Kartantika 

Naimittika 

Mauhurtika 

PaurSnika 

Suta 

Magadha 

Purohitapurusa 

Each superintendent 

(adhyaksa) of a department 

Skilled Padata 
Samkhyayaka 


12,000 (panas) 


1,000 „ 


■ . : . ■ vi: / 

■ - : j- ;.f' 
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Kusllava 



250 (panas) 

Tlryakara 



500 „ 

Kara 




Silpin 

} 


120 „ 

Catuspada-paricaraka 




Dvipada-paricaraka 




Parlkarmlka 




Aupasthayika 


> 

60 „ 

Palaka 




Vi§ti 




Bandhaka 




Aryayukta 

V .S 



Arohaka 




Manavaka 

.i v .'y. i 

' ■' ' '.i 

: . ; 

> 

500 to r.ooo 

Sailakhanaka 




All teachers and learned men for -i 




their services 
Data of medium quality 




500 to 1,000 


each 


One who represents the king in 
the Rajasuya and such other i- 
sacrifices ) 

Sarathi (charioteer) of the king ■> 
in the sacrifices J 

pies : 

Kapaljika \ ' 

Udasthita 
jrhapatika 
Vaidehaka 
Tapasa 

Sramabhrtaka 
Satrin 
liksna 
Rasada 

^ric^uki, y >; 


10 panas for each Yojana up to 
10 Yojanas and twice that 
amount for each Yojana up to 
ico Yojanas 

3 times the amount paid to others 
in the Govt, service similar 
to him in learning 


1,000 (panas) 


f 1 . 000 „ 


500 
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Carasaficarin 


2 jo (panas) or in proportion 
to work done 


Dr, R. Shamasastry considers that the amounts mentioned above 
are the annual salaries of the members of the staff against whose 
designations they appear. But I think that he has not taken into 
account the difficulty that this assumption may land us in. The 
minimum wages in the list is 60, i.e., 60 panas, 1 2 3 According to the 
direction given in the Kautillya 4 for commuting the salaries into 
those in kind [sastivetanasyacjhakam krtva hiranyanurupam bhaktam 
kuryat i,e., '60 panas =1 adhaka of the staple food-grains’ (such as 
rice, or wheat) ], the salary of 60 panas can purchase or be substituted 
by only 32 seers, or at most, 2 Mans (Maunds) of the staple food-grain.® 
This can hardly be the living wages of a man for a month, not to 
speak of a year, whereas the Kautillya * says that the amounts mention- 
ed in the text are such as can keep the employees contented and 
above temptation to do harm to their master. Hence, all the amounts 
stated above as salaries are for a month and not for a year. 


Narendra Nath Law 


1 In the list of figures representing the salaries, the denomina- 
tion of the coins has been mentioned only in connection with the 
remuneration of the Data (messenger), viz., ‘10 panas for each Yojana 
up to 10 Yojanas, etc.’ 

2 K., V. ch. 3, p. 249. 

3 According to K., II, ch. 19, 1 Adhaka =5 Drona. It is found 
in Monier Williams’ Sanskrit English Dictionary (S. V. Drona) that 
one mode of calculation has 1 Drona = 4 Arjhakas = 1024 Mustis, and 
another mode has 1 Drona = 2 Adhakas=64 Seers. Hence, if we rely on 
the traditional practice of taking 8 Mustis as the equivalent of I Seer, 
we find that both the aforesaid modes support 1 Adhaka as equal 
to 32 Seers. Even if we take the equivalent of the measure as it 
obtains in Bengal (See Monier Williams, op. cit., S. V. Adhaka), 


t Adhaka can come up to only 16' 

4 K„ V, ch, 3, p. 247. 



Sffi 




or 2 Mans. 


Dr. Acharya on “Fine Arts” 


Regarding the article “Fine Arts” by Dr. P. K. Acharya, M.A., 
?H. D; D. LITT., published in the Indian Historical Quarterly, vol. 
i/j no. 2 (June 1929), I beg to differ from the learned writer on 
some points : 

Dr. Acharya referring to the arts in connection with the 
schooling of Mahavlra quotes the Uttaradhyayana Sutra, ch. XXI, 6, 7 

ind states that — “He (Mahavlra) studied the seventy-two arts 

tlis father procured him a beautiful and beloved sweet-heart Rupini, 
vith whom he amused himself in his pleasant palace, like a Dvi- 
cundaka God." But, in fact, this chapter of the Uttaradhyayana has 
lothing to do with Lord Mahavlra and it relates no phase of his life. 
The chapter is named as “Samuddapaliyam,” and in it has been 
lepicted the birth, early life, renunciation and the attainment of salva- 
;ion by Samudrapala, the son of Palita, the merchant of Campa and 
v Sravaka of Mahavlra. The two stanzas quoted by the learned 
writer describe the education, marriage, etc. of Samudrapala and not 
of Lord Mahavlra. Moreover it is a well-known fact that the name 
of Lord Mahavlra’s wife was Yasoda and not RupinI, as mentioned 
in that article (see Acaraiiga, S. B, E,, vol. XXII,, Bk. II, lec, 15. 15, 
p. 193 ; Kalpa Sutra, p. 256), 

Again in the introductory paragraph the writer states that art 
is the subject-matter, primarily, of ^ilpasastras and then adds that the 
traditional list of sixty-four arts is referred to in three other classes 
of our literature of which the Jaina group is represented by the Uttara- 
dhyayana Sutra. But we cannot agree with him in this respect. In the 
Uttaradhyayana Sutra we get mere mention of the number of arts 
'and this can also be found in other Jaina Sutras) but the description 
>f these 72 arts is nowhere given in this Sutra. The learned writer 
uas also noted this and In spite of this he wants to make it (the 
Uttaradhyayana) represent the Jaina group, In the Kalpa Sutra, (“Life 
of Rsabha”), Arhat Rsabha is related to have taught, “during his reign, 
Eor the benefit of the people, the seventy-two sciences of which writing 
is the first, arithmetic the most important and the knowledge of the 
omens the last, the sixty-four accomplishments of women, the hundred 
arts and the three occupations of men” (Jacobi, Kalpa-Sutra, 3 . B. E., 
i»l. XXII, p. 282), Here, also, in the original text, we neither get the 
uii list of the 72 arts of men nor that of sixty-four accomplishments of 
vomen. But the commentators have given the list in full. One 
;hing worth noting here is that the 72 arts were prescribed for men 
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and sixty-four for women. Again in the Samavayanga, the fourth 
Aiiga Sutra of the Jainas, we have the full list of the 72 arts in the 
text (Samavayanga by Agomadaya Samiti, p. 82) and we wish to 
refer this to the writer for further information. ; i V;: 

From a perusal of the article it appears that Dr. Acharya 
considered the Kalas only from the point of view of beauty and 
culture of beauty. In fact, from the meaning he wants to make out 
of the stanzas of the Uttaradhyayana which he has wrongly connect- 
ed with Lord Mahavlra, it is clear that he makes the 72 arts as com- 
patible with youth and youthful mind and the enjoyment of the 
pleasures of life. With all due deference to the learned writer, we 
are constrained to say that the stanzas do not mean anything of the 
sort. The attainment or knowledge of the 72 arts was no doubt made in 
the prime of life by Samudrapala, but that had nothing to do with 
his marriage or his beauty or his amusing himself like a Dvikundaka 
God. These were subsequent to his learning the 72 arts that are 
described in detail in the Samavayanga Sutra as mentioned above. The 
67 arts are enumerated by the learned writer and collected from the 
Kamasutra do not all tally with the 72 arts mentioned in the Sama- 
vayanga or in the annotation of the Kalpasutra. It is apparent that at 
different times different authors gave a different list of these 72 arts. But 
the Samavayanga being the older work and having greater authority, 
the 72 arts mentioned there should be carefully considered for finding 
out whether they fit in with the ideas of Dr. Acharya about youth and 
beauty being the sine qua non of the knowledge of the 72 arts. In the 
Samavayanga not only the finer arts are mentioned but the art csf 
preparing the battle-field and of fixing the position of the enemies, 
the art of warfare, etc. are also mentioned. Every well-to-do man 
and every son of a king or general or minister was required to learn 
these. Dr. Acharya has also taken the liberty of questioning the appro- 
priateness of the word Niyihoviya, and the rendering thereof by Dr,. 
Jacobi. The Sanskrit equivalent of the Prakrt word is •ftRt'ftlfat and 
the true meaning would be one versed in worldly laws, hiiti as ip 

means the rules or laws, and one well-versed 
in the worldly laws may be called . We fail to understand 

how the writer could suggest that the word is not appropriate. 
On the other hand, it is apparent from the context that the word 
Niyikoviya is the most appropriate word there, considering the .sense 
jp which it is used, ' 

PURAN CHAND SaMSOOKHA : 


Mr. Kavi’s Edition of the Natya-Saslra 

1 do not know if it is permissible to allow criticism of a criticism 
in a journal, but since Mr, Kavi’s animadversions on my review 
of his edition of the Natya-Sastra in the vol. iii, 1927, pp. 859^ 

have appeared in it in the form of an article, I presume that the 
learned editor will also permit me to say something on it I am 
glad that it has given Mr. Kavi an opportunity of expressing his 
views, but any one who reads through his article can see that it 
hardly adds any information as an article (with the exception of what 
he says about his manuscripts), and constitutes (apart from irrelevant 
and personal matters) a somewhat excited reply on points on which 
there is likely to be extreme divergence of opinion, 

I do not feel myself called upon to make a rejoinder, for I am not 
convinced that Mr. Kavi has been able to make an effective reply to 
the main issues raised by me, A controversy of this nature is bound 
to be interminable, and never wholly pleasant or profitable in the 
interest of scholarship. But there are one or two points on which I 
would like to remove apparent misapprehension or misunderstanding. 
The animus which underlies Mr, Kavi’s so-called reply Is regrettable, 
but more regrettable is the fact that he seems to have entirely mis- 
understood my attitude as a reviewer. I am sincerely sorry if my 
review has wounded his feelings, and I would like to assure him that 
it was never my intention to be merely fault-finding. If my review 
has been somewhat severe and plain-spoken, it was the result of my 
anxiety to see such an important text properly edited and my great 
disappointment to find it otherwise, I have never minimised the 
enormous difficulties of the task, and have given Mr. Kavi the credit 
"Of his boldness ; but I have only wished that with the great mass 
of material which Mr, Kavi claims to have collected, something more 
scholarly and critical should have been produced. It is possible that 
1 have in places misunderstood him, or have myself made mistakes, 
and it is conceded that Mr, Kavi has a right to differ from me on many 
points ; but I would rather leave the allegations and rebuttal as 
matters of controversy, upon which every one will give judgment 
according to his personal predilection on the materials that are already 
before him. But I must say that even after reading Mr, Kavhs some- 
what rambling reply carefully, I have, on the whole, found nothing in 
it as yet to change my views. 
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Mr. Kavi himself lays down his own views about what he 
calls an ideal edition of a text thus : “An ideal edition requires that 
complete photographs of the originals with their transliteration (?) 
should supplement an edition which must be in a consolidated form 
as some of the best Western publications are. The variants given 
should be so arranged and so full that every one of the original manus- 
cripts can be reconstructed without difficulty. Introduction, notes, in- 
dexes, and parallel passages are the greatest desiderata.” Judged 
by this test, and in the light of what I have said in my review and 
Mr. Kavi in his reply, or even apart from them, I would like to ask 
the competent reader of his edition to judge how far Mr. Kavi’s work 
makes any approach to the requirements so wisely laid down by him- 
self. No doubt, Mr. Kavi makes excuses which are admissible, but 
surely one would expect from a scholar like Mr. Kavi a better executed 
and more scholarly work with the enormous mass of material at his 
disposal. 

It was as undesirable as irrelevant to quote in this connexion from 
my editions of different works to prove that I have also made mistakes. 
I can never say that I have not made mistakes as much as others have 
done, although I am not prepared to admit that the instances cited 
by Mr. Kavi are all mistakes. In Mr. Kavi’s case I have already 
admitted in my review (p. 868) that such mistakes are inevitable in 
a difficult text like the Natya-sastra, and one need not be unnecessari- 
ly fault-finding. This point is not very material and really obs- 
cures the issue. Proneness to mistakes is human, but it certainly 
does not exonerate an editor from conforming to certain standards 
and methods of critical scholarship which are obligatory on all. 

In regard to Mr. Kavi’s references (which form the bulk of his : 
article) to my edition of a small part of Abhinava's commentary 
published in Sir Ashutosh Mookerjee Commemoration Volume and 
prepared as early as 1921 from very imperfect materials, I cannot say 
that Mr. Kavi has been fair to me. I have made admissions there, 
as well as in my review under discussion, about the very detective 
and unsatisfactory nature of my tentative text. The text was pre- 
pared from only one manuscript which was not only hopelessly incorrect 
arid corrupt in many places, but which was itself a badly executed copy. 
Perhaps I was not wise to put forward even a tentative text on such 
insufficient material 5 but I made this clear when I wrote as a preface 
to that text : “The text, offered here, being based on such imperfect 
material, is indeed defective and unsatisfactory ; but we have venturi 
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ed to publish it in this tentative form not only out of consideration 
of its importance but also with the expectation that better readings 
may be determined in future with the help of more correct manu- 
scripts.” The value of this editio princeps may well be doubted, but 
surely Mr. Kavi on his own showing possesses ampler materials, 
greater experience and better opportunities. The same remarks apply 
more or less to my editio princeps of the V akroktijlvita and Locana IV, 
to which also references are made in an unjustifiable digression. I 
can assure Mr. Kavi that no deliberate unauthorised corrections have 
been made in the text, as he alleges, but that the readings in my print- 
ed text are (except for inadvertence) such as they are to be found in 
the unique transcript on which it is based and which was supplied 
to me in 1920 by the Madras Government Oriental Manuscript 
Library to which Mr. Kavi himself belonged at the time, 1 If there 
are, as Mr. Kavi supposes, any mistakes or differences of reading in 
the copy, the fault was not mine. Mr. Kavi seems to have access 
to a Palm-leaf Manuscript of the text in Malay alam character (the 
Madras Library manuscript, which I have seen, is only a recent Deva- 
nagarl copy) from which he cites readings ; but it is strange that I 
was never made acquainted with this fact (the Palm-leaf Ms. would 
have helped me greatly in fixing a more correct text) in the course 
of my correspondence on this subject with Mr. Kavi himself since 
I923- 

It is somewhat unfair to Quote dzsyectez uiCT/ibrci from my extensive 
review and criticise them by themselves. I do not feel it necessary for- 
me, as I have said, to enter into an unprofitable controversy over them 
at length, for the competent reader has enough material before him 
to judge for himself. With regard to questions about recensions and 
other matters arising out of Mr. Kavi's preface, 1 must say that Mr. 
Kavi in his ‘ reply has furnished no new information to solve the 
doubts and .difficulties referred to by me. Perhaps he will do it later 
on in his promised larger introduction. I would not have discussed 
the questions at all, had not his preliminary Preface provoked them. 
Mr. Kavi forgets that 1 wrote in my review : ‘-The questions raised 


\ Mr ' Kavi refers to the first edition of this work published by 
me in 1922 from the Madras transcript; he seems to be unware of 
the tact that tins edition was subsequently revised and enlarged with 

the help of another manuscript from Jesalmere . and published in 
19 28, . 
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In the preface require some detailed consideration. It would be per- 
haps fair to suspend our judgment on this very meagre and unsatis- 
fying preface, for the editor has promised a more extensive introduc- 

tion at the end of the work. But one feels that this preliminary 
preface raises some important questions relating to textual matters, 
which challenge criticism and which should therefore have been dealt 
with more fully and critically* Unfortunately no fresh light has 

been thrown on these questions in Mr. Kavi’s “reply,” nor has it 

entirely disarmed criticism. One must still wait for the completion 
of the edition and for the extensive introduction he promises. He 
has now given us some information regarding his sources of Bharata’s 
text (though not of the Mss. utilised for Abhinava’s text), but fuller 
details are necessary to satisfy a critical scholar. I would therefore 
reserve all discussion on these questions till the appearance of his 
fuller introduction and more detailed apparatus criticus. 

Mr. Kavi’s excuse regarding his unacknowledged alterations and 
emendations from Hemacandra is hardly convincing. It is not merely 
a case of completion of incomplete verses, but of unauthorised incor- 
poration into Abhinava’s text of words and passages from other 
sources, as revealed by a comparison of Mr. Kavi’s text with those 
of two other independently published manuscripts (see pp. 865-66 of 
my review). I was indeed prepared for the defence, which Mr. Kavi 
now makes, that some of Mr. Kavi’s manuscripts do actually read 
as Hemacandra does, as well as for the allegation that these cases 
constitute unmarked omissions both in the Madras Library copy 
used by Dr. S. C. Mukerjee and Dr. Jha’s copy supplied to me. In 
my review therefore I wrote : “Mr. Kavi may reply that some of his 
Mss. do read as Hemacandra does ; in that case he ought to have 
noted the alteranative readings or given us an indication of the fact. 
Even if it is conceded that Hemacandra’s paraphrase or alteration gives 
us better readings of the passages in question, there is still the duty 
of the editor to establish the text of his author as best as he can, and 
whenever an alteration or emendation is made from other sources that 
fact should be clearly indicated along with the original readings of 
the author as found in the Mss.” I have no doubt that some of these 
alterations are made with the best of intentions ; but as they are not 
clearly indicated, they raise an undesirable suspicion as to the un- 
reliability of the entire text.* 


* The controversy is closed, — Ed, 


Sri?®. 




a is., ue 


Concerning Bfaagavadgita III, IS 

Regarding again my paper “The Sacrificial Wheel taught in the 
Bhagavadglta” (I.H.Q., vol V, pp. 173 ff,)/ I find that it wants a 
supplement on the view, mentioned but not discussed by me, that 
the word brahma in Bh. G, III, 15, may mean prakrti in the sense 
of the mahad brahma of Bh. G. XIV, 3 : mama yonir mahad brahma , 

The neuter word brahman appears in the Bh. G. in two different 
meanings. There it generally means the paramatman , but a few 
times (XIV, 3, 4, and perhaps, V, 10) the avyakla or inula - 
Prakrti of the Sahkhya, not, however, as an independent entity but as 
the material side (“body” or “consort” of later times) of the Lord, 
This prakrti (sometimes called maya t see esp. VII, 14), which is co- 
existing with the Lord as his instrument and material for creating 
the world (IX, 8: prakrtim svmn avastabhya ; cf. IV, 6, etc.) can 
not for this very reason be created. The vyaktayah are said to 
emerge from and resolve into the avyakta (VIII, iS), but the avyakia 
itself is akqara* acala, dhruva (XII, 1, 3). Its being referred to in 
our §loka (III, 15) is therefore (in spite of V, 10) excluded by the 
word samudbhavam. It is excluded, or at least improbable, also for 
the following reason: There can be no doubt (cf. esp. XI, 37 : 
gar%yase brahmane ... tvam aksaram ... ) that the aksara of our sloka 
is none but the Lord himself. Now, sarvagatam brahma of the 
second half of the £loka must refer either to brahma or to aksara of 
the preceding half. In the former case, if brahma meant prakrti^ 
there would be no reason left for mentioning aksara at all, while in 
the latter the word sarvagatam could not have been used for contrast- 
ing aksara with, brahma— prakrti which is also sarvagata (XII, 3). 
.The only contrast imaginable here Is the one with the personal god 
Brahma, Did, then, the original Gita read sainudbhavali ? Perhaps so ; 
but the conjecture seems unnecessary. For, the neuter can be account- 


1 In which the following corrections should be made : P, 1 76, 
1. 10: for brahmaksra read brahmksara ; p, 179, 1, 20 ; for of read 
or; p. 180, I, 6 (from bottom) : for will read he will ; p. 180, L 2 
(from bottom) . delete not; p, 181, second line should read : or (viz,, 
in VIII, 16, 17, and XI, 15, 37) in that of the lower or masculine 
Brahma ; p. l8i, 1. 3 : delete the bracketed passsage ; p. 181, L 16 ; 
insert the before yayfiacakra ; p. 181, signature : for J read F, 
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ed for by an association, in the author’s mind, of the god BrahmS 
with the sabdabrahma of Bh. G. VI, 44 on which I have already ex- 
pressed my opinion (p, 180). I may still recall the fact (see Monier- 
Williams* Diet,, s, v. brahman) that the neuter word brahma means 
also the Brahmanical caste of which god Brahma is the highest re- 
presentative, and sometimes even an individual Brahmin. 

F. Otto Schrader 


— 


Commentary on Saradatanaya’s Bhavaprakasa 
is not a Myth but a Reality 


In the Indian Historical Quarterly for June 1929 (vol. V, no. 2, 
p. 347), Mr. K. S. Ramasvamy Sastrin writes a note on the non- 
existence of a manuscript-commentary on the Bhavaprakasa of 
Saradatanaya under the heading ‘‘4L Mythical Commentary on Sarada- 
tanaya’s Bhavaprakasa ” in which he states that he was engaged in 
editing for the Gaekwad’s Oriental Series the above work and in that 
connection had to consult Mr. S. K. De’s work on Sanskrit Poetics 
where he learnt that a manuscript-commentary on the Bhavaprakasa 
was available in the Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute. Learn- 
ing this he examined the manuscript and discovered that the alleged 
commentary was not a commentary on the Bhavaprakasa of 
^aradatanaya which deals with dramaturgy, but with a work of the 
same name on Grammar. Therefore, he infers that Mr. De made a 
mistake in alluding to the work in question as a treatise on Drama- 
turgy. ■ ' / ■ y 

It should not, however, be thought that there is no commentary 
extant. Ten years ago the late Dr. Ganapati Sastrin secured a manu- 
script of the Bhavaprakasa the merits of which I came to learn when I 
heard some extracts from the work read to me. In 1924, I was 
fortunate to obtain another manuscript of the above work and a com- 
mentary on the same in Central Travancore. The commentary 
struck me as an exceptional work which could bear comparison with 
the Srnga raprakasa of King Bhoja. Some friends of mine have trans- 
cribed passages from these manuscripts. 

In 1927, I learnt that the Baroda Oriental Research Institute was 
preparing an edition of the Bhavaprakasa for their series and that 
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by that time nearly 200 pages of the text had been printed. Learning 
this, I informed Mr. B. Bhattacharya of the Institute that I had a 
copy of the Bhavaprakasa which I was willing to lend them. 
In my letters, I think, I must have mentioned the existence of the 
manuscript-commentary also. 

As I think that the manuscript-commentary is a fine work, I append 
hereto a few extracts which will give some indication of its 
nature and merits. I understand that Mr, M. Ramkrishna Kavi of 
Madras has undertaken the work of publication of the Bhavaprakasa 
with the commentary. 


Extracts 





\ at re greprft fang 

fesrfire:, ^ ajrtfhro 

fWsrahwM fwg =wTif ^rratt^r ^hrrehrg' stpsmxw fsraW:, 

ProfitRwft'iut wswwra *t- fSivNK<K««(iKH‘ »n w w t < ( m- 

1 j?g Fr#tfg?rer 

sparer grerirawgg n ggjfhrapapnfoftT %r— 

imhm nw ut ^ yw flW afhtg w 

fifiaifaSiwgi s’fel <*w*il«n fhr •qfforc: 

sforg sfpfrWh % gstfsrstiN g= 5 t#t€Nt, ®r 

^usralra'm ^smsrfafh ^£ffg— t wn ftvt ffKift ^rrfsw: 

*rafcr.» ?Rf5pjg*R=Bj: Hssrr: fmar: gfafirfh firamtgnig 1 vr 4 gwg 

sr. wrap?, grefttrorag nf am gsr firs^R: gr«i n: gurw ^rtf^wiam w 
w» WTfosTfasrrg cR€mgrr=?rr£: 1 

* T^sfipratfiT gfer wngnwrat- g%sro frarmtwig * ygrfirjig tf<r gsffiru 
^gfh-g^srcftFci 1 toIwot ^^rrpn^fir w^sanfa fmsRftfh 1 
m ' it#?r % to ggprssf wwsgshftg f*prorffr— < gswiftuftarrf? 1 stffsfo ggTgvragsngf 


fTOfiw 1 
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r vi vnmffi ^tsi *sjfforaR«i4 

nvimi mam m itfgsn^k— ^t#mks 

5 s«?tk«j wmjtsjnsk *n*f a?m' BPcHftaman 

* * * - * 

* mrnugig?:agTOfw%r ftrmi cteg^ra: mwrrpi^gfEssfsf ?raiwPTKwrag- 
^karqT ?4 *h «im?ara*[ i t*r %'tn *mr. *5tfswr sskr. i *rg wrr wmm- am 
^nwgarms^* i m vt f% *awt: ^ssisrmgwtsfmmwmg, ftf ?wira% sara 
■m-? — 

*rg*wrasTO*f qg rera toruti 
gwC sstsmtiff tsfa mm&ft amu ll 
* * * * 
a km torto, crat topsiu 

-saNkm: ^cT^rni m qa^mfirmfr mm— 15: ssorereramaft satrfci m km?*? 
irms^ 1 f*tmpf asm*?*! w mv. te: artr^stTk 1 *ra f^s^amwcmg asrasran 1 
sfmroife' msrafmwt% twr gsmjgi mm ^ mix:— 

*r suer mrfkanfe 1 (*re) swraufei^ ww^nips?' fg— sfm 

wi mk €kremrmmf{?) ^rrfgm - *m ft, smMtoim. 1 am ^wn* 

mrfmwrmiftctkf W srrfmms fwirnkg TOTflfs^cfw^ *t w *®ir, 

kror: ^nRn^, ? firg , *rekrf*mt stmmt mmsmf [#? m?j] f%mw- 

mettmammim-pmEmr Trawmt krewflcK! rtmt 1 mi w ®nf%. ira: sti 5 ^ 

rrfh kmm 1 *f wcr tmfasrsr g g gmTCTOTfm? fmtmsr. feng wr^wftoflr- 

WTm jrfff mfcmrfefiksivrg 1 

* A,:; ? ... : ." * v '..\>" ' * 

«, wrmraTg; mmek kw gi4*tilt^?ftr3i*[»RTOr- 

gimm gwr«^]#fiT mwrfmfik vfKSgmft— 

ctgsisnk fmml: wfimm: I 
trcmw asm' - gir*rafg ®fmin 
krkmffgj> cm trek mssfui 

cf^ggTgmt ART 5514 ; I tftt gnf’T&lHgT. B^Wtst^RK: 1 


All these extracts are taken from the first chapter. Nothing is 
known about the author of the commentary. He has given illustra- 
tions from various works, and mentions many authors and 








. V. Venkataram ShaRma 







:l Annual Report of the S. I. Epigraphy, 1924, p. 97; 1926, pp, 
,92-3; 1927, p. 42, 

2 Manju s rmiulak alpa s (Triv, Sans. Series)., p. 88: "Srldhanyaka- 

ce caitye jinadhatudbare.” / 

3 Annual Report of 8 , I. Epigraphy , 1927, pp. 43, 71. 

4. Ma-fijmrlimdakalpa, p, 88. 
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The inscriptions have further come to our aid by indicating the 
Buddhist sects connected with this centre. Many years ago, Burgess, 
on the authority of Hiuen Tsang and the inscription No. 12, 1 
referring to the Caityakas, whose branches were the Purvasailas and 
AparaSailas, concluded that it was a centre of the two Saiia schools—. 
the offshoots of the Mahasanghikas. 

Hiuen Tsang informs us that in the country of Te-na-ka-che-ka 
(=»Dhanakechaka or Dhanakataka), there was a monastery called 
Purvaaaila (Fu-po-shih-lo) on a hill to the east of the capital and another 
monastery called AparaSaila (A-fa-lo-shih-lo) on a hill to the west. 2 
He also tells us that of the many Buddhist monasteries, only 
twenty were inhabited by monks and they belonged to the Maha- 
saiighika school.® Among the recent finds in the neighbourhood 
of the place, two inscriptions refer to Puvaseliya (Purvaiaila) and 
Avaras {Aparasaila}.* The Kathavatthu-atthakatha calls them “An- 
dhakas* i.e. the sects of the Andhra country. These various evi- 
dences clearly show that the Buddhist establishments at Dhanya- 
kataka and its neighbourhood belonged to the Mahasanghikas and their 
offshoots. The Mahasanghikas, on account of docetising Buddha and 
setting up Buddhahood as the goal of a Buddhist, lowering thereby 
the status of the Arhat, are regarded as the forerunners of Mahayana. 
It is therefore quite natural that the Mahayanic principles, at least 
the Buddhological speculations, found favour with the monks resid- 
ing at Dhanakataka. From the archaeological reports also we notice 
that there is in fact a locality called Nagarjunikunda, where : the 
bone-relic has been discovered., The association of this place 
with Nagarjuna, the great savant of Mahayana and the founder of 
the Madhyamika school of philosophy, and the information furnished 
by Taranatha 5 that Nagarjuna resided for some time at $rlparvata (£rl- 
sailam) suggest that the establishment became later on a centre of 
Mahayana. Hiuen Tsang also refers to a resident of this establish- 


1 Burgess, Ainaravaii and J a ggay ap & ta-s tup as , p, 102. 

2 Watters, Yuan Chwang , II, p. 214. 

3 Watters Yuan Chwang, II, p. 217: Julien read in the ‘B’ 
text ta-sheng— Mahayana, but the other texts have ta-chung^ Maha- 
sahgha, Watters prefers the latter view. 

4 Annual Report of S. I. Epigraphy , 1924, p, 9 7; 1926, pp. 70, 92-3 


1927, p. 4 2 * .? ^ 
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ment named P’o-p’i-fei-ka ( = Bhavaviveka) as a great scholar ("^astra- 
master”) and as “externally displaying the Sahkhy a garb, internally 
propagating the learning of Nagarjuna,” 1 and as the author of the 
Pra/M-Pradlpasastra, a treatise dealing with “transcendental wisdom,” 
Wassiljew informs us on the basis of the Tibetan work Siddhanta that 
the schools of the PurvaSailas and Aparasailas had a Prapnaparamitd 
in the Prakrt dialect, 2 3 In view of the tenets attributed to the £§aila 
schools by the Kaihavatthu and Vasumitra’s treatise it is difficult to 
accept the Siddhanta tradition that the Saila schools possessed a 
Prajnaparamita text, for the chief and only aim of a PrafUS-paramita 
text is to establish Sunyata and Advayam AdvaidJnkaram as the final 
Truth. So if we have to believe the information of the Siddhanta 
we must hold that the Saila schools generally changed their tenets, and 
ultimately became full-fledged Mahayanists. This was very likely 
the case, and we hope that fresh evidences will be forthcoming from 
the excavations at Nagarjunikunda and its neighbourhood to throw 
light on this great problem — the origin of Mahayana. 

Nalinaksha Durr 

Notes on Dravidian 

IV 

Post-positional ‘ ‘ Case"- Terminations in Dravidian 

While the case-endings of inflexional languages like the Indo- Aryan 
an.d the Indo-European have become set, the terminations which express 
similar relationships in Dravidian are more or less loose. It has 
been postulated by Bopp and re-affirmed by other philologers (though 
also contested by many) that the case-affixes of Indo-Germanic go back 
originally to pronominal demonstratives which, in their turn, were 
originally "local” demonstrative particles.® Farrar says that “the 


1 Watters, Yuan Chwang, II, p. 214. 

2 Wassiljew, Der Buddhismus. 

3 Says Hermann Paul in his Prinzipien der Sprachgeschichte 

(1920): u Auf diesem Gebiete ist alles zu wenig sicker, als dass es 
fur die Erkenntnis der allgemeinen Entwicklungsbedingungen verwertet 
werden konnte!’ Nevertheless, the theory of the demonstratives has 
not been totally rejected. A priori reasoning cannot be conclusive; 
but considering the effective uses to which demonstrative particles, 
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case-endings in Indo-Germanic, like the pronouns from which they 
spring, originally represented only conceptions of space (nearness, 
distance, presence, absence), but they were afterwards extended to 
express relations of time, cause, etc. There are three pronominal 
elements p, q and t or pa, qa, ta which mean primarily here, near 
and there. The first pa or (ma) occurs in the first personal pronoun ; 
the second qa signifies proximity and occurs in the nominative and 
dative cases. The third ta denotes distance and is found in the 
genitive and accusative cases.” Though these views do not command 
any general acceptance, there is no denying the fact that the conception 
of place is a very primitive one, and roots denoting place are some of 
the most ancient in all languages. There is nothing surprising, there- 
fore, in the view that “local” demonstrative particles may have embodi- 
ed in themselves various significations which gradually made them- 
selves active in creating particular categories along with the develop- 
ment of thought and feeling. Whatever the value of the deictic theory 
in regard to IGC may be, in Dravidian the activity of “local” demons- 
tratives is conspicuous in some instances of flexional terminations, 
in the development of the prominent tense-forms, the past and the 
present, and in the derivation of nouns and adjectives, A demons- 
trative particle that has In Dravidian played a prominent part in the 
creation of case-relationships is a ; the other demonstrative particle i 
appearing in some dialects is probably a derivative from a itself. 
Another affix in Dravidian is -d, from the neuter demonstrative. 

The German philologer Wundt divided case-terminations into two 
categories, the inner and the outer, the former being constituted of 
the accusative, the genitive and the dative and the latter consisting 
of the other cases, the locative, the instrumental and the ablative. 
The purpose with which this classification was made was to show 


presumably some of the first intelligent articulate sounds used by man, 
—could be put, we shall not be unjustified in postulating on the basis of 
our present knowledge of linguistic growth that demonstrative particles 
have contributed in some degree at least to the formation of case- 
endings. The array of objections raised by scholars beginning from 
Sayce has not yet demolished the “deictic” theory, based largely 
though the latter is on a priori considerations. 

Cf, in this connection, the large and varied use of the demonstra- 
tives in Semitic (vide V 4 Christian’s article on the “Deictic Elements in 
Semitic”) ” : ; ' * ' " 

I ill | ; I il|l . y I \ ; ■■ I .jl ;f:p .. || p; ■ 2; ? p ; • Ippil'll' ' : p ■■ I-P.p.'lpp::' ^ 
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that In the most primitive stage of Indo-Germanic, the former set of 
cases which Wundt considers to be the earlier and to be indispensable 
for every language, were probably expressed without any terminations 
whatsoever, but that the latter, having arisen at a later stage in the 
development of thought, could only have been expressed with the 
addition of certain definite affixes. Wundt’s position has been ques- 
tioned by scholars like Hermann Paul, who maintain that such a 
classification is arbitrary in the extreme and that it is futile to speculate 
about the comparative priority of origin of the case-forms. Similarly 

Delbrucks classification of IGC ca<«» suffix®* . r 

. v . , , , ■ V3rU case suffixes as grammatical and 

Pefss.l.mal, has also been attacked as untenable by scholars like 

Wh,.„ey. So far as Dravidian is consented, as the dffficu y , ^ 

ms the origin of most of the affixes does not exist and as we could 
on dose examination, observe the displacement of original affixes in 

ide,Trt“ ,CaS r Mi0n a WPSby ^ * — 

and 3"' 1 disfingnish ronghly between -earlij 

. . ’ ut the basis on which a writer 1 * * * in Indian 

(May, l 9 .o) has drawn a distinction between ffiJZZ 

secondary cases in Dravidian i, entirely unsupportabie Th7a r bi 
trary character of the distinction sought to be made by this writer 

l The writer in the Indian Antiquary takes up several unWffi 
positions. He regards the Nom., Acc Dat and r® f untenable 

as taking inflectional suffixes, on the supposition that 
of these latter could not be traced. But the origin of mo 
could be traced, as this article will show • th e Ac e „i 
etc should originally have been the locative, -in otif the olt T 
ki,gi etc., are derivable from kei } and the Gen affi ’ gU ’ 

back to the Loc. -il, -in or to demonstratives xl ^ g ° 

these case-suffixes are not interchangeable will 00 ^ 0 ^/^ 
the hght of their very usage and origin. Nor can the S °° d ’ “ 
these case-suffixes are added to the crude base be valffi ^ 

from certain Dravidian dialects will show. ' llU,Stratlons 

In Dravidian some of the post-nosiKnntai . . 

iated to one another, as we shall sra below T| al ““* s arc c,osel y «■ 
duty in slightly modified forms for differs,,'. catsTfo"” 1 "*'’ 0 " d °' S 
while different significations are attached to n ^ .** dlaI “ t ’ 
dialects. It is interesting obsert ‘ at t ,7 “? ^ h difc «« 

«io„s of all Dravidian diaiects are tllabtot ^ 

of original particles or root, and fteir modificatioL ‘ St0 '* 
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between case-suffixes and post-positions in Dravidian will be evident 
from the following discussion : 

I. The Demonstrative Particles 1 : a, e are found in the accusative 
of Tamil-Malayalam, old Kannada andKui; and in the locative of 
Brahui. The Kaikadi dialect of Tamil shows e for Acc. by the side 

of -an, -nna and -ni, 

e, I consider, is a modification of a ; e is found in the genitive 
of Tulu plural, the dat. of Brahui and the genitive of Burgandi ; 

a is found also in the genitive of Tulu sing,, Tamil, Kannada (with 
the increment -d«), and Gondi ; 

i-, is the genitive affix of Telugu, Kui, Kurukh and Malto; 

e also appears as a locative termination of certain Malayajam 
words ending in t or d especially place-names, e.g., Krsnappafcte (at 
the place called Kr§napat;) ; and in the acc, of Mai. and Kann. ; cf. 
also old Tel. locative -a in forms like inta (in the house), and Gondi 
Loc, 5 ,-'. 

*d from the neuter demonstrative also plays a conspicuous part in 
case-relationships ; in many dialects it has today come to assume the 
form of an inflectional increment (see below), 

II. Ke, ku, gu, ge, are datival affixes found in all the Dravidian 
dialects. I have shown in a separate paper of mine (in the Indian 
Historical Quarterly , September, 1928) that this affix is traceable 
to the elementary Dravidian root V'kei, hand or to do. It is found, 
without exception, in all the Dravidian dialects. In certain 
dialects like Kolami and Naiki it denotes not only the datival 
relationship but also the accusative. The opinion that this is 
only a confusion between the accusative and the dative on account 


1 Attempts have been made to explain away many of these post- 
positional particles as being derived from hypothetical suffixes ; thus 
Tamil -ai, Mai, -e and Kami -a (alternatively used in the older dialect) 
have been traced arbitrarily to an original -am, merely on the ground 
that this suffix exists in Tamil-Kannada Acc. When we consider 
how very effectively particles of a demonstrative character could confer 
flexional relationships, such a postulate as the above which is in itself 
arbitrary, would stand invalidated ; equally gratuitous is the theory 
that seeks to trace the genitive affix e and i of Tulu pl„ and of Kolami, 
Naiki and Burgandi to an original ina, because this latter is favoured 
by certain major dialects of the south. 
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of Indo- Aryan influence (an opinion postulated in the Linguistic 
Survey, vol. IV) cannot be accepted without hesitation ; for the inter- 
change of affixes for different cases is not uncommon in Dravidian 
itself. An alternation of this kind is illustrated by the Kur, Gen. 
affix -gahi which shows connection with Dravidian Dative ku (<kai). 

III. ad, or od and tod appear in the conjunctive of Tamil, 
Malayalam, Telugu and Tulu ; in the instrumental of Brahui and Tu]u 
and in the genitive and locative of Tulu. ad, od and tod are closely 
related to one another and indicate proximity or contact. The great 
antiquity of these roots, as attested by the existence of numerous 
developments in all the dialects, is beyond question. 

IV. -il and its variant -in (cf. for the interchange of 1 and 
n, k§lu, kSnu, etc.) appear in 

(1) the locative of Tamil, Malayalam, Telugu, Kodagu and 
Kurukh (-nu metatbetical for -in) ; 

(2) the genitive of Tamil and old Kannada (-in, -im) ; 

(3) inflectional increment of Ktii standing for the general 
oblique base in Km, and for several forms of Goncli. 

(4) the accusative of Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Tulu and 

Kurukh. • 

The accusative-forming -an, -nu, -n are all variants of an original 
in or il. That an original locative could be employed to bring out 
the accusative, meaning is clear from the fact that the idea of action 
on an object (expressed by the accusative) involves the idea of location 
of the action. Compare in this connection, the accusative of space, 
distance and time, traces of which are found in Greek and Sanskrit. 
Mons. Breal states definitely that this use of the accusative should 
have preceded the ordinary grammatical accusative ( vide Essai sur 
la Semantique, p. 229 et seq.). 

V, Irwdu (beginning from) is the ablative termination for Tamil, 
ill view of the fact that the ablative case should have been a 

1 Is it correct to maintain, as Prof. Vinson does, that tod repre- 
sents the original form and oc] a secondary form which has lost initial 
t— , as in some Tamil words tuvarpu, uvarpu (brackishness) etc. ? I 
think it is not ; tod and od are independent roots of equal antiquity, 
in view of (t) the large number of derivatives formed from both and 
(2) the frequency of admittedly original forms like ad, e<d etc. where 
the play of dem, particles evidences itself semantically. 
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comparatively late form, it is possible that an original form corres- 
ponding to modern Tamil iradu has given rise to— nnn of Mai., 
edd of Tod a *du of Tulu, Telugu undi, Kannada i«du and Kurukh 
i«ta. It has been postulated that Kannada i»du and Kurukh i»ta 
are from in + adu, but this explanation will hardly be satisfactory 
to bring out the instrumental and ablatival idea ; the idea of motion 
from or separation from is more easily derivable from irndu than 
from in -j- adu. . : .■ 

VI. Other forms used are : 

(а) udeiya for Tamil genitive which appears as de or te or de in 
Malayalam and as re (<a?fe<«fe<de <(u)deiya) in Kodagu. 
The root of course is od. 

(б) yokka in Telugu genitive forms. The root is o (one). 
Gkka is formed with the formative ka. Compare Tamil- 
Malayalam okkuga (to be united) and Mai. okke (all). 

( c ) al for Gondi, Tamil *and Malayajam instrumental. The 
origin of this affix has not been satisfactorily explained. 
Al expresses a conditional meaning in phrases like avan 
va«dal (if he comes) a variant of which is avan vawdel (when 
he came). Does not the close connection between the two 
suggest that al may have arisen from al (place) with which 
is connected el (place/ time)? The vocalic lengthening 

/;/ may have been a later development, as in the P3. ending ar, 
Kal is a locative affix in old Tamil and kal (with short vowel) 
appears in Mai. Loc. as in pulakkyal (at or by the river) etc. 
This kal in Mai. appears only after nouns with final front 
vowels. Tamil kal and Mai kal are certainly related. If kal 
is the original, it might be traced to Tamil kal (place). It is 
difficult to suggest a conclusive explanation for this post-posi- 
tion. I am not, however, inclined to favour the view that 
the instrumental al can be derived from kal. 

(d) Modern Telugu ceta for expressing the Instr. relationship 
is the old Loc. form of cey (to do). Tamil, Gondu etc. (for 
Instr.) are also recent forms. 

The Various Cases 
The Nominative 

The crude base is employed in all the dialects except in the neuter 
jtonns of the South, In Tamil, the nominative singular and all the plural 
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forms of many neuter nouns show the affix -am. In Katinada, -Im 
appears in the nominative and accusative singular but not in the plural, 
while traces of this -am of neuter nouns appear in Telugu words like 
mranu (tree) and kolanu (tank). Whence is this -im ? Caldwell suggests 
that it may be an ancient demonstrative corresponding to the interro- 
gative emi (what) on the analogy of edu and adu ; but emi is pro- 
bably from evi (e+ v (hiatus-filler) +i). None of the dialects other 
than Kannada and Tamil show this suffix prominently ; it is absent 
in the central Dravidian dialects. Even in Kannada it appears in 
the nominative and accusative singular only. Taking all these facts 
together, it would not be incorrect to presume that -am was a borrow- 
ing from the Sanskrit ending of neuter nouns. Dravidian already 
had an indigenous post-positional affix -in, which had become so 
generalised in some dialects as to become an inflectional increment. 
The existence of this -in and, further, of an emphatic particle -m 
in Dravidian, might have, by a process of association, made the 
borrowing of -am easy, especially as we see that in old Kannada the 
affix -in has an alternative form -im in the ablative and instrumental 
cases. That this neuter ending -am may have been a late formation is 
illustrated also by the fact that many Tamil nouns with final -am have 
alternative forms without -am. e,g„ inbu (love), inbam ; kadal (sea), 
Kadalam etc. 

In certain dialects like Kurukh, Kui and Telugu the gender ending 
is added to the base: in Kurukh, for instance, -os appears in the 
masculine gender in words like Kukk-os (boy), and this ending is 
retained for all cases. 

In Kui, certain forms which are really appellative and parti- 
cipial nouns add the gender suffix, as in kog-afiju (boy) dit-anju 
(the man that fell down), kog-ari or kog-ali (girl or thing.) This is 
comparable to similar forms of the southern dialects; these forms with 
the gender suffixes have become “fixed” in currency as ordinary 
nouns. 

On the whole, therefore, it may be said that with the exception 
probably of Kurukh (which seems to have a more acute sense of 
gender-distinction— cf. the Kurukh verb) the Dravidian dialects did not 
Uniformly associate gender-distinctions in case-relationships, except in 
appellative or participial noun-formations. 

The concept of the nominative in Dravidian is evidently that 
of the noun-idea divested of ail external relationships, while that of 
tae Indo-Ger manic which has a particular suffix of its own is a 
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comparatively late form wherein "is strikingly exhibited the tendency 
of the earliest Indo-European language to make every vocable a true 
form, to give every theme in every relation, a sign of its mode of 
application, a formative element.” This idea denoting a state of 
high subjectivity, should apparently have been a super-imposition 
upon the primitive conception which is retained in Dravidian, 

The oblique Cases 

At a very primitive stage in the development of language, case 
relationships probably were expressed, not by the use of distinctive 
affixes but by the mere juxtaposition of words from whose contextual 
significance the relationships would have been inferred . 1 This stage 
is indicated in Dravidian in certain dialects. The accusative, for 
instance, of certain neuter nouns of Tamil, Kannada and Teiugu, is 
represented by the crude base merely j the same is true of the geni- 
tive in some cases in these dialects and in Kui. Similarly, the Nom, 
stands for the Gen. and the Loc. in Toda. 

But with the development of thought, this method of representing 
case-relationships would have been felt to be insufficient; and, gradu- 
ally, expressive particles were employed for the purpose. At the 
commencement, a few of these particles were generalised and employ- 
ed to serve the purpose of obviating ambiguity in all those cases 
where the particular particles could fit in semantically. The ending 
-in which appears in Dravidian dialects in such different cases as the 
genitive, the accusative and the instrumental, was one such particle 
derived from the "local” root il (place). But at a later stage even this 
should have been felt to be inadequate to meet the complex relation- 
ships of highly evolved ideas, and new affixes were tacked on to the old 


1 Cf. Hermann Paul’s observation in connection with Wundt’s 
division of cases into inner and outer varieties. Richtig ist an dies&r 
Auffassungt dass die syntaktischen Beziehungen, die in den Indo-ger- 
manischen Sprachen durch diese Kasus ausgedfuckt werden , schon vofher 
bestanden haben, ehe besondere Zeichen dafur vorhanden w&ren. Aber 
es muss einmal eine Periode gegeben haben , in der auck fur die Bezier- 
hungen, die spa ter dutch die Kasus “ der cinsseren Determination 
ausgedruckt werden konnten , die blosse Aneinanderreihung von Wortern, 
die cdler Deklinaiionsformen entbehrten, genugen musste. The sugges- 
tion contained here seems to receive support from 
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ones which thereupon became completely generalised for all the 
cases and took on, in certain dialects, the nature of what Caldwell 
describes as the inflectional increments or inflectional augmentations. 
Such inflectional increments are found in many Dravidian dialects. : — 
(a) Tamil : Attu (from adu, the demonstrative neuter) is used 
in neuter nouns in the case-endings for the singular. Originally it 
expressed a locative (as in nilattu, on the ground etc.) and, in some 
instances, a genitive meaning also. It may be mentioned here, in 
passing, that the use of ‘attu* is in entire accordance with the large use 
made of ‘‘local’ 5 demonstratives in Dravidian for expressing case- 
relationships. 

(1 b ) Telugu : The same pronominal demonstrative that developed 
Into ‘attu 5 in Tamil gave rise to ti in Gondi and Telugu in the oblique 
flectional terminations of the so-called irregular nouns ending in -du, 
-ru, -lu, -nu, and -y, -t in nouns ending in d is due to the assimilation 
by t (< atu) ; while in the other cases the process works out thus 

1 + t, >alveolar t >t. The equation usually proposed that 1, n, 
+t = cerebral t i.e. directly , is against the usual law of Dravidian. 

The Telugu augment t Is either a cerebralised form of t when 
it combines with final d of roots as in peradu (yard), perati ■ nadu 
(country), nati etc,, or from an alveolar t which results from the assimi- 
lation of dental t to an alveolar sound like 1, or n occurring finally 
in roots, as in rolu (pestle), r5ti ; modalu, modati etc. The original 
nature of the increment -t, is preserved in the oblique forms of a few 
nouns ending in -y, e.g., nuy, nuti ; ney, nSti etc., where the original 
dental plosive has not undergone any assimilative change. 

1 or 11+t (dental) >/ (alveolar). The alveolar was assimilated 
by Tamil as tr (as in anaTru or &ttru etc.), but rejected by Telugu 
which substituted the cerebral -t. (vide my paper on Alveolar t in 
the Indian Historical Quarterly, December, 1 928). 

(r) Kannada 1 : -d used for the singular of the genitive, instru- 
mental, ablative and locative cases of neuter nouns. Caldwell sus- 


1 Both Kannada and Tamil use a rare a r also as an inflexional in- 
crement: (1) plural forms of the neuter pronominals avai (they) and 
words compounded with avai like §i!avai etc, show the increment a r 
in oblique forms, as ava^rai, ava^rayin ava^rayal etc, ; in Mai. 
colloquial the form ava#a is used as a neuter nominative also; 
(5) the sing, and pi, forms of neuter words denoting quantity in Kann. 
like adu, avu, show the increment ar in the instr., gen, and loc. 
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pects it to be a euphonic hiatus-filler ; but since it occurs in so many 
cases, it is presumably only from the neuter demonstrative, used as an 
inflexional increment. Tulu uses the increment -t or -d (<at) in 
the genitive singular only. 

(d) Kui shows a number of such inflectional increments. Friend- 

Fereira gives the following: ni, -i, -ti, -nil, and -tii which appears 

to be a common factor, is probably the modified form of an old 
demonstrative which having been used to express case-relationships 
was regularly used after the use of increments came in. 

ni <ini< il+i 
ti < ati <atu +i 

The Kui terminations are not distinctive today and are sometimes 
indiscriminately used for all oblique cases though the rule of Gondi, viz. 
ni for rationals and ti for irrationals, applies to many instances. 

The fact that inflexional increments are still largely employed 
in this uncultivated Dravidian dialect, without any additional streng- 
thening affixes for denoting case-relationships, clearly indicates the 
intermediate stage through which several other Dravidian dialects must 
have passed. 

{e) Gondi -t- used in the flexional terminations of irrational 
nouns is clearly from adu or atu ; while -n (<in) is the increment 
used uniformly in the oblique bases of rational nouns. 

The Accusative 

(a) The use of the crude base points to a very early stage in the 

development of language. 1 

adarol etc. Neither in Tamil nor in Mai. is the 
use oE a r compulsory. 

Further, Kannada words denoting direction show another incre- 
ment an in the old dialect in oblique forms. 

i Neuter nouns of Tamil, Kannada, Telugu etc. show, especially 
in the colloquial, no affix at all in the acc,; compare the similar rule in 
some of the modern LA. languages like Bengali, where Dravidian influ- 
ence has been postulated. The crude base is also sometimes retained 
for the o-en in Dravidian. The retention of the crude base probably 
points to the most primitive stage when case-relationships were inferred 
from mere juxtaposition of words. The reason why the acc. and 
the gen. alone continue in some dialects even today, to retain the 

Lien, usage, is ,o be sough, in the fac, to* the transnrnty of the 
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(b) The use of -a (or -e), the demonstrative particle, in certain 
dialects (Brahui, Tamil, Gondi, Malayalam) was sufficient at an early 
stage to draw the attention to the object acted upon. It is probable 
that -a which appears in Tamil -ai (> ei>e) and in Gondi, represents 
the earliest stage and that the Brahui e is only a developed form, as in 
Malayalam. It is true that one could not be sure on this matter, 
as both the proximate and the remote demonstratives would equally 
have well brought out the accusative relationship ; but the prominence 
of a in the acc. and the gen. of the southern dialects is significant. 
It is noteworthy that the stage when the old demonstrative affix 
was attempted to be superseded by the new -an or -in is indicated in 
the Karachi dialect of Brahui which has an accusative affix -in, by the 
side of -e. 

(c) -n, as an accusative affix, appears in many dialects. Caldwell 
suggests that this accusative ending is the “softened” form of -am 
appearing in old Kannada. If there is validity in the suggestion that 
-am in Tamil and Kannada is only a borrowing, then this explanation 
of Caldwell could not hold good. It may be observed in this 
connection that -am is never found as the neater termination in any 
dialect except in Tamil, Telugu and Kannada ; so it would be far 
more reasonable to derive the -n of the accusative from -in, which 
is so common amongst Dravidian dialects and which has further 
become so conspicuous in Telugu, Kui and in some cases in Tamil 
as to have been generalised into an inflectional increment. That 
-in (<il, place) could quite effectively express the accusative relation- 
ship is also obvious ; one may compare here the use of -il was a Loc. 
affix in the Katkadi dialect, and also the Loc. of Distance in IGC. 
The Telugu form -nu is probably only a modified form of -in ; Goncii 
-turi=-t (inflectional increment <atu, neuter demonstrative)-* un(<in), 
Kurukh has -an, and Kannada has -an, beside -am. Kannada should 
have possessed the -an (<in) as an indigenous affix, and -am should 
have cropped up purely on account of the analogical resemblance 
to the nominative singular ending -am (borrowed from Sanskrit), 

It may be noted here that attempts have been made to derive the 
Tamil accusative -ai from -an (through the dropping of final n), and 
Malto -e from -ne. This is purely fanciful. The history of the de- 


verb in the case of the acc., and the close proximity of the noun 
governed and the governing genitive sufficiently obviated the necessity 
for affixes in these particular relationships. : 
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velopment of Dravidian languages in general and of Dravidian in 
particular, shows clearly the manifold uses to which demonstrative 
particles were put in the early stage. As the fact that these demon- 
stratives were employed in some cases in Dravidian is admitted on 
all hands, there is no reason at all why we should reject the demon- 
strative origin of the accusative affix -e, -ai etc. 

The Dative , 

The most common dative affix is the particle -ku and its variants. I 
have shown (in the September (1928) number of the Indian Historical 
Quarterly ) that this particle is ultimately traceable to the elementary 
Dravidian base kei which has even today both the signification of 
a noun and a verb. 

Gondi singular alone has -in for the dative in -tun, while Gotidi 
plural shows common -k in the plural -kun. The usual Brahui dative 
affix is -e, probably a modified demonstrative particle, but the common 
Dravidian ending -ku is found in Brahui also in -ilka, iska (up 
to) etc, Mai. dative affix -nnu found in words with final -n is from 
rtk, as in Tam. innum (yet) (<inkum<in</rkum<irkum). 

There is no doubt that the affix -ku is indigenous in Dravidian j pre- 
historic affinities between Aryan and Dravidian, if investigated, might 
probably suggest connection between Dravidian ku and kei on the 
one hand and the kru, kara group of Sanskrit on the other. But of 
this relationship we have as yet no proof, and judging from the 
primitive nature of the root kei and the datival idea also, we shall not 
be wrong in thinking that this root as well as the derived particle 
-ku is purely Dravidian. 

The affix -ku, it is worthy of note, has an associative force in Kui 
(e.g. abake with father), and is also used to denote motion torn Kui 
and in Tamil (e.g. Kui soru -ku, to the hill and Tam, vittukku). These 
meanings probably arose in close association with the Datival 
meaning.'" |1 : : 

The Genitive 

(a) -a, the demonstrative particle was probably a very ancient 
affix; this is found in Tamil, Kannada, Telugu and probably in Gondi 
-in, -a and Telugu Gen, plural -a. . _ . 

( 3 ) The Telugu sing, genitival ending -i is either from -in (wit 1 

the. finai n omitted), or it may be a demonstrative particle which . 
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conferred an adjectival idea. It may be proper to derive this -i from 
an original -a, but we have no convincing evidence that -a alone was 
used in primitive Dravidian. 

(c) -e appears in the genitive plural of Tulu ; the free use of 
demonstratives to form case-suffixes sufficiently explains the origin of 
this affix as being directly from Tulu sing. gen. -a. It is idle to 
try to derive it from an ancient -in or -ina, no traces of which exist in 
Tulu. 

(d) . Kurukh Gen. gahi alternating with Kur. dialectal gi, ki, shows 
the ending -i, combined probably with the dat. -g. 

(e) -in appears in the genitive in Tamil, Kui and Gondi (with 
-a). The earliest gen. affix was probably the demonstrative -a. The 
use of ad usually in gen. singular for neuter nouns is also seen ; but 
the affix -in (from the loc.il) which, as we have shown above, was 
a very powerful affix in Dravidian seems to have largely displaced 
-a and -adu, except in certain dialects. Later still, the post-position 
udaiya came in. Udaiya is from the root ud (to join). The genitive 
relationship being very comprehensive in its significance, the older 
affixes were found Insufficient, and hence we have udaiya in Tamil, 
de in Malayalam, re {<tr&<d (e) <ud) in Kodagu, -ata of Tulu 
and the plural -te of Gondi are probably related to od or ud. 

The use of the crude base as genitive in Tamil, Kui and Telugu 
indicates the earliest stage of inflexional development. 

The Ablative 

This should have assumed the form of a definite case-relationship, 
probably at a later stage, as we see that the most conspicuous of the 
Dravidian affixes in all the important dialects is the reduced form 
of an ancient verbal past participle ir«du (ir+n, spontaneous nasal 
•frtu, past affix) meaning having remained. 

Tamil retains iru«du, beside niniru (nil+tu). 

Malayalam has i»«u <iru»«u <iru«^u. 

Kannada indu also should be traced to irundu. 

Kodagu ifiju<i»du<ir»du. 

Kurukh inti also may be traced to irundu. The explanation 
offerred for inti that it is composed of in + adu fails to satisfactorily 
account for the ablatival idea. 

Tulu d, du is composed of ad+du (which latter is from indu). 
I ne Tuju ablative is used for the instrumental and the conjunctive 



Telugu until may probably be the past participle of u], as Caldwell 
suggests, but undi may appropriately be traced to i»du, as the cerebrali- 
saticm of n and d into n and d is possible in Telugu, on the analogy of 
vattu (dry) from va/Aru etc. Compare the cerebral values of n and d 
in Korava instrumental -indri, and note also the Telugu dialectical 
nuftchi which should go back preferably to a form with' dental plosive. 

Brahui -an is probably the modification of -in which is employed 
in old Tamil as an instrumental affix ; an alternative explanation is, 
it is probably cognate with al, the old Tamil instrumental ending. 

The Instrumental 

Tulu and Kodagu employ the ablative form also for the instru- 
mental, Kannada employs -in, having the alternative form -im. 
Telugu na is from -in -fa. Brahui -at< at signifies contact. 

Tamil al, as explained above, is probably the lengthened form 
of al or el meaning place or time, which is also used in conditional 
clauses. Prof. Vinson suggests : ‘‘on y (i,e,, in al) voit une alteration de 
kal (canal, voie) j on a aussi propose, mais cela est moins admissible, 
d’y voir une contraction de agal.” Neither of these explanations 
could be satisfactorily supported. 

The Locative 

This case is probably one of the oldest in Dravidian, as we see 
from the fact that the ending -il becomes generalised early in Dravidian 
as -in for many other cases. 

al, -il, -ul,t with their variants -ol, -lo, and alii, are common affixes 
in the South, 

Kurukh -nu <lu <ul <ul. 

Brahui -ti and Tulu -ofcu are from the root at (ad) or ofc (od) cf. Tam. 
dialectal -ande which has a Loc. force, -attu is locative ending of 
Tamil and Malayalam ; Gondi -te, Kui -ti and -ti in lai-ti are related, 
and traceable to the neuter dem. from which attu (the increment) has 
already been derived. 

The Conjunctive 

It is formed with -to (from the root to§) in Brahui and Telugu while 
Tamil, Malayalam and Tulu ( -4) have particles derivable from ucj or 


Conclusion 
■ tried to briefly indicate 
of Dravidian post-positi 




I have in the above paper 
important characteristics « 
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(i) both demonstrative particles' and other primitive roots should have 
contributed to the stock of affixes ; (2) the use of -n (<U) in so 
many dialects and in so many cases and as a common inflectional 
increment in some dialects shows it to be one of the earliest in origin ; 
(3) therefore the locative idea should be regarded as marking one 
of the very early initial stages ; (4) the dative affix ku is traceable 
to the ancient root kai ; and (5) inflexional increments are only the 
indurated vestiges of an earlier system of flexional terminations. I 
give below a conspectus of the part played by demonstrative particles 
and post-positions in Dravidian, so far as we can do so in our present 
knowledge ; 

Prominent Post-positions 

(1) in (<il) s loc,, gen., and acc, ; and as an increment also. 

{it) ir«du, i«da, i»«u, undi : ablative. 

{Hi) al (from el or al) : instrumental. 

{tv) tod, od : instrumental and conjunctive ; also in Tam, gen. 
udalya. 

Demonstrative Particle a (with its variant e) 

Accusative Genitive 

(Tam., Mai., and Brahui) (Tamil, Kann„ Tulu) 

Dem. ad. 

Inflectional increment in Gondi, Kann., Tel. etc. and Loc. 
and Genitival value in Tamil. Mai., Kolami etc. 

A comparative examination of the above would show that demon- 
stratives were active in acc. and gen. which are probably two of the 
most prominent case-relationships. The dat. and the loc. appear 
to have employed post-positions at a very early stage, and the suffix 
for the latter gained sufficient dominance to be able to influence 
the other case-endings in many dialects. 

L. V, Ramaswami Aiyar 


1 Numerous other postpositions appear in old Tamil 5 each has 
a generalised significance of its own based on its original meaning : 
kadai, vali, madu, andai, pal, kitta, aruge, mudal, pudei etc. etc. 
Many of these are retained in the modern dialects to render minute 
shades of locative relationships. 


Quotations from the 'fattvasamgraha. 

In vol. V, p, 354, Prof, Poussin has found out that seven 

karikas from the Tattvasanigraha of Santiraksita {and not Santa 0 as 
printed} are quoted in Prajnafeararaati’s Bodhicaryavatarapa^jika (Bib. 
Ind,),’ But, in fact, there are many more as the following list will 
show. The karikas marked with an asterisk are those already traced 
by Prof. .Poussin. 

Pages of the Numbers of 

First padas of the Karikas Bodhicaryava- the Karikas of 

tarapafijika the Tattvasain- 
graha 


1 

vijftanam jadarupebhyah 


396 

2,000 

2 

kriyakarakabhedena 1 



2por 

3 

tasmin dhyanasamapanne 


419 

3.241 

4 

tabhir jijfiasitan arthan 



3.242 

5 

anye punar ihatmanam 


453 

1 71 

6 

SubhaSubhanam kartaram 


11 ■ 

172 

7 ♦vyavrttyanugamatmanam 

... 

: » 

222 

8 

*yathaheh kundalavastha 2 

... 


223 

9 

tathaiva nitya caifcanya- 

... 


224 

IO 

*jatminlya iva prahu'h 

• * * 

454 

3n 

xi 

*caitanyam anye manyante 

... 

if 

285 

12 

pradhanenopanltam c a 

Y#.* 

455 

286 

*3 

*nityajMnavivarto’yam s 


■ ■ IS 

324 

14 

*grahy alaksanasamy u k tarn 

... 

II 

339 

IS 

# kecit tu l saugatammanyah 


456 

336 

16 

jnanamatra 5 disambandhah 


470 

176 

17 

sarvahetunirasamsam 


541 

no 

1 8 

ra jlvakesaradlnam g© ® 


n 

hi 

19 

yathaiva kantakadlnam 


i» 

112 

20 

sarvotpattimatam isam 

••• 

545 

46 

21 

asesasaktipracitat 


562 

7 

22 

yadi tv asad bhavet karyam 

. 

V " 

. ‘ " '<4 

23 

sukhadyanvitam etac ca 8 


S63 

14 
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i TS, bhdvena. 2 In b TS. tv anuvartate for m nivartate, 

3 -.BCP ^nitfdk . . • 4 Omitted in BCP, 

: TS, yadna for mMrS. ■ 6 BCP, ttad dhi, 



REVIEWS 


BEGRIFFSUNTERSUCHUNGEN ZUM NYAYABHASYA, 

* 

von Moritz Spitzer, Leipzig: 1927. 

The author has studied in this essay some of the notions treated 
In the Nyayabhasya, and chiefly the notion meant by the word padar- 
tha and that expressed by such words as vyakti, arkrti, and jati. 
The research, though of a limited compass, is diligent and shows 
that the author has good knowledge of the commentary of Vatsya- 
yana. But it is, I think, a little overloaded with discussions and 
speculations which can hardly be said to contribute to the interpre- 
tation of a terminology which is not always easy to render in the 
very terms of European philosophy. Moreover it is evident that the 
research could have been more complete, if treated with reference to 
the same topics, as discussed in other works and which much contri- 
bute to the exact interpretation of the concise statements of Vatsya- 
yana. 

Guiseppe Tucci 


THE ARAVIDU DYNASTY OF VI j AY AN AG AR A, by the 
Rev. Henry Heras, SJ.» M.A., Professor of Indian History, St. Xavier’s 
College, Bombay, vol. I (Madras 1927). 

It was almost exactly thirty years ago that the illustrious Robert 
Sewell lifted the veil of obscurity from the history of one of the great 
Empires of Mediaeval India in his justly famous work Vijayanagara , a 
forgotten empire. In recent times, the path opened by his zealous resear- 
ches has been followed by a number of scholars among whom Prof. 
Krishnaswami Aiyangar deserves prominent mention. The present 
work is a most valuable contribution in this important branch of 
mediaeval history. It takes up the thread of the narrative at the time 
(0,1541 A.C.) when the Aravidu family first came into prominence 
in the counsels of Vijayanagara, and seeks in this first volume to trace 
its history down to the death of the third king of the dynasty 
(c. 1585-1614 A.C.), It opens with an elaborate Bibliography (pp. xvir- 
XL1V) containing exhaustive lists of authorities — which comprise arti- 
cles contributed to obscure magazines — arranged under the broad 
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headings of Contemporary Sources (both published and unpublished) 
and Literature. The work consists of twenty-six chapters in the 
course o! which the long and intricate history of the Empire in its 
relations with its own feudatories as well as the Muhammadan powers 
of the Deccan and the European trading companies and the Jesuits, 
not to speak of its internal administration and the developments of 
art and literature under its sway, are narrated at full length and with 
great skill. Among the many points of interest which emerge from 
the study of these pages only a few may be mentioned. In the 
first two stages of the battle of Raksas Tagdi (usually known as the 
battle of Talikota) the success was decidedly on the side of the Hindus, 
and the tide was turned against them in the third stage only by the 
treachery of two Mahammadan generals in the employ of Vijayanagara. 
After the catastrophic defeat of the Hindus the city escaped destruc- 
tion at the hands of the conquerors, and it became for a short time 
once more the seat of the imperial capital. The destruction of the 
city was more due to the ravages of time than of man. The Empire 
of Vijayanagara which was threatened with collapse after the crush- 
ing defeat at the hands of the Mahammadan powers was continued 
for another century by the vigorous exertions of the kings of Aravidu 
dynasty. The revival was mostly marked in the reign of Venkata II 
(c. 1585-1614 A.C), "the most illustrious sovereign of this dynasty, 
who checked the Muslim raids in the North, subdued the turbulent 
Nayabas in the South, caused Rajas of Mysore to be firmly estab- 
lished in their realm, strengthened his power by an alliance with the 
Portuguese and fostered literature and fine arts throughout his vast 
dominions.” 

The value of the present volume is enhanced by a number of maps, 
of which two bear the dates 1516 and 1652 A.C. It closes with four 
valuable Appendices containing, among other things, collections of 
documents from the Government archives of Portugese India, the 
private archives of the Society of Jesus and the archives of Roman 
Catholic diocese of Mylapore. We await the publication of the second 
volume with great interest. 

V. N. G. 




THE TATTVASANGRAHA of Santaraksita with the commen- 
tary of Kamaiaslla edited with an Introduction in Sanskrit by Pandit 
Embar Krishnamaeharya and a Foreword in English by the General 
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Editor Dr. Benoytosh Bhattacharya (Gaekwad’s Oriental Series, 
No. xxx) in 2 vols, (pp. clvii+8o 4-936), with Indexes of the Karikas, 
quotations, and names of philosophical schools and writers (97 pp.). 

Pandit Embar Krishnamacliarya and the great patron of learning 
H.H. the Maharaja of Gaekwad have rendered an invaluable service 
to the cause of Buddhistic researches by placing before the public 
this Very important work, the Tattvasangraha of foantiraksita, along 
with the equally, if not more, useful Pafijika of Kamalaslla. 

Among the Pali or Sanskrit Buddhistic works, that have up 
till now been printed, the Tattvasangraha occupies a unique posi- 
tion, containing, as it does, an exposition and a critical examination 
of the doctrines of some of the prominent schools of Buddhism 
such as the Sarvastivadins, Sautrantikas, Vatsiputrlyas (or Sammitlyas), 
Samkrantikas (not noticed in the Index), Madhyamikas and Yogacaras, 
as also the views of distinguished Buddhist writers like Dihnaga, 
Dharmakirti, Vasubandhu, Buddhadeva, Samghabhadra, Dharmatrata,’ 
Ghosaka, and Vasumitra. 

It also makes a bold stand against the views advocated by the Hindu 
schools of philosophy, viz., Samkhya, Nyaya, Vaisesika, Mlmamsa, 
Yoga, and Carvaka as also against the Syadvada of the Jainas, The 
views of some of the distinguished non-Buddhistic writers like Kamba- 
lasvatara, Uddyotakara, Aviddhakarna, Kumarila Bhatta, Sankara- 
svaroin, Vatsyayana, Sabarasvamin, Vindhyavasin, Isvarakrsna, Acarya 
Sun, Matharacarya, Bhamaha, Bhartrhari, Bana and Subhagupta have 
also been made the target of its polemics. In some of the Buddh- 
istic works like the Visuddhimagga , Abhidharmakosa, Madhyamikavrtti 
and LaUavatara, the attention of the authors was directed mainly 
to the exposition of the doctrines of the schools of Buddhism to which 
they belonged, with occasional criticisms of the views of some of the 
contemporary Buddhistic schools. The Kathavatthu may be pointed 
out as the only treatise written with the exclusive object of refuting 
me doctrines of schools of Buddhism from the standpoint of the 
Theravadins ; Perhaps in conformity with Buddha’s dictum attanam 
m ukkamseti par am na vambheti, which is echoed in the Asoka inscrip- 
tions, the Buddhist writers never thought it worth while to spend their 

BudlisT TT p P10Ve the h ° ll0WneSS ° f thG ™ ^ the Z 

® ddh . C S f° 0ls - But q uite contrary to this attitude of non-inter- 

£renCe ° f tbe early Buddhist authors, the non-Buddhistic writers and 

not 

v. WS o£ the principal Bnddhistic schools, e.g„ in the SanadaAam- 
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$>i y hgmha, Sarmmatasaiigr&ha, Saddarsanasmimccafa , but also make 
can 'tic and sometimes unjust criticisms of the Buddhistic views, e.g. 
in the SaM’arabAsfya, Tantravirtlika, and .N yayavUrttika, Santiraksita 
is the only Buddhist writer who is so far known to have taken up his 
per. in the fashion of the non-Buddhists, and has, by his rigidly 
logical arguments, brought out the excellences of the doctrines of 
Buddhism, exposing the logical fallacies and unwarranted assump-' 
tions of the non-Buddhistic writers. One of the most important fea- 
tures of jSfmtiraksita’s treatise and KamalaSila’s PaHjika is that they 
state at the outset as fully as possible the views of those from whom 
they differ, and then proceed to refute them, a feature not found in 
the non-Buddhistic writings of this class. 

The general editor of the Series, Dr. Bhattacharya, has put in a 
good deal of labour in his lucid English summary (pp. xcvii-clvi) 
of the diverse views of the various writers, and schools of philosophy, 
as presented in the Tattvasaiigraha , along with the reasons put for- 
ward by Santiraksita and Ivamalaslla in their attempts to refute 
those views. Every page of the summary bears testimony to 
a keen study and a thorough grasp of the texts of the Hindu systems 
of philosophy, without which, it is difficult to make one’s way through 
the tangled skein of arguments used by savants like Santiraksita 
and Ivamalaslla. 

No less commendable is the task accomplished by the editor 
Pandit Embar ICrishn amacharya, a typical example of the old school 
of Sastrins, — a school, which to our great regret, is fast disappearing for 
want of adequate encouragement and patronage. He has given, for the 
the convenience of readers, the essence of the big treatise of icoo pages 
within the small compass of 43 pages, and that in the shape of Ivarikas. 
To reproduce the words of the Edit'or (Intro,, p. 23) : . , , . 

’sninra! t Parana uta: it 

These Karikas are redolent of his deep learning, and his ability to 
express briefly in verses such stiff philosophical topics as find a place, 
in the Tattvasangraha. . 

Santiraksita outlines the whole theme of his work in the first six 
salutary verses, so ably commented on by Kamalasila. The keynote 
of the verses i.e. of the whole work, is the theory of relative existence 
(Pratltyasamutpada), tire preaching of. which is regarded as the 
best compliment (stotrabhidhanam, p. to) one can offer fo Buddha. 
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gantiraksita’s reference to the Pratltyasamutpada as the principal 
teaching of Buddha in the opening verses naturally reminds us of 
Nagarjuna doing the same in his Madhyamikaknrikas : 
n: Rifteregatn? sprefopf 

It also brings to our mind the memorable verses 

3 tgWRT fg‘ ffct i 

ft<tf ^ Rt fM/tvt VRvpft a 

which effected a change in f§ariputra’s views resulting in his conversion 
to Buddhism. In all Buddhistic works, whether Pali or Sanskrit, the 
theory of causation (Paticcasamuppada) has been given the highest 
place and is identified with the Dhamma of Buddha (Yo paticcasamu- 
ppadam passati so dhammam passati— Majjhirna Nikaya , I, p. 191). In 
the present treatise, it is regarded as the best utterance of Buddha 
(pradhanam idam Bhagavatah pravacanaratnam) and upon it the author 
bases practically his whole work. In explaining the object (prayojana) 
of the work, he says that the Tattvasangraha is meant to do good to 
the world, which consists in the attainment of the highest state. The 
highest state can be attained by the avoidance of misconceptions 
(viparyasa), the root of all afflictions. Thus it follows that the good of 
the world can be effected by counteracting afflictions, which in their 
turn depend on the attainment of a state free from misconceptions (avi- 
paryasa) by realizing that like actions (karma) bear like fruits (phala) 
and that the individual (pudgala) as much as the things of the world 
(dharma) are essenceless (nairatmya) i.e. unreal. This realization of the 
true nature of things removes ignorance (avidya), the cause of repeat- 
ed existences as also the screen made up of afflictions (kleSavarana) 
and the screen obstructing true knowledge (jfieyavarana), and leads 
to the attainment of the final beatitude (apavarga). The true view 
of things described above can be brought about only by means of the 
realisation of the Pratltyasamutpada i.e. the understanding of the truth 
that things which are produced by cause (hetu) and condition (pratyaya) 
ate reahy non-existent, and are only relatively true (samvrti-satya), 
while the highest truth or the reality (i.e. Nirvana or Tathata) is uncaus- 
ed (ahetu) and unconditioned (apratyaya). ^antiraksita therefore by 
taking up the task of presenting an exposition of the Pratltyasamutpada 
(theory of relative existence) is doing good to the world. He has also 
another object in view namely to refute the charges made against 
Buddhism by the non-Buddhists regarding the Pratltyasamutpada as a 
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visamahetu and as a theory unable to stand the test of Pramana (logical 
proofs), in one word, the object of his whole work is to show the impor- 
tant features of the Law of Relative Existence (Pratltyasamutpada) 
as explained by Buddha. 

Having set before himself the task of refuting all doctrines with 
the help of the theory of Pratltyasamutpada , the author proceeds to ex- 
amine the theory of origin of the world as propounded by the San- 
khyas, Naiyayikas, Patafijalas, Mlmamsakas and others, shows their 
weaknesses, and concludes in the following words of Buddha, quoted 
by the commentator Kamalaslla : v srtwraff 

*f rreifh^-pt *rrwt§‘. ^5^ ?fh I [ The sprout is neither self- 

originated, nor produced by both (Soul and Matter), nor made by 
Isvara nor produced from Matter (Prakrti), nor subject to one cause, 
nor without cause.]. This statement of Buddha is only an illustration 
or rather an expansion of the theory of causation i.e, that things are 
relatively existent, and their origin and decay are subject to causes 
and conditions. To this discussion the author devotes a few chapters, 
viz., Pradhanesvarobhayahetuka'sabdabrakmatmaparlksa. In the seventh 
chapter ( on Atmaparlksa ) he discusses the views held by the 
Naiyayikas, VaiSesikas, Mlmamsakas, Sankhyas, Digambaras, Aupani- 
sadakas and Vatsiputrlyas. 

Admitting that things are causally originated, some may suppose 
that they are not momentary (aksanika). So the author devotes a 
chapter to the Sthirabkcivaparlksa (ch.viii) [examination of the continu- 
ance (the general editor says 'permanence’} of entities] and concludes 
that all constituted things have only momentary existence, for per- 
manently existing things cannot have activity (kriya) ; their appear- 
ance itself is their activity (kriya) as also their doer (karaka). 

Then, if the things have only momentary existence, how can there 
be actions and their fruits. This leads the author to an examination 
of the Karmaphalasambandha (ch. ix) (Relation of Action with their 
Fruits), in which he wants to establish that there are actions and 
fruits, but there is no doer, who leaving aside one set of skandhas 
produces another, — all are mere symbols ( dharmasa’hketa ), the ori- 
gination of skandhas and dhatus being due to Pratltyasamutpada. 

There are however some schools of philosophy like the Naiyayikas, 
VaiSesikas and Agamamatrakas (evidently refering to the Sarvasti- 
vadins) who contend that gunas (qualities), dravyas (elementary sub- 
stances), karma (motion), and so forth are realities ami ever existent 
To refute this view, Santiraksita devotes six chapters (x-xv) to 
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the examination of the Satpadartha (six categories), and shows that 
the truth is devoid of them (taih sunyam rahitam ityarthah). 

But if the things of the world be non-existent, is not Pratltya- 
samutpada a matter which pertains to the province of mere sound 
(sabdavikalpa) ? This leads Santiraksita to an examination of the 
Sabdartha (ch. xvi). Sounds (Sabda- vikalpas) have no use unless 
they refer to upadhis (guna, dravya, etc.), which are in fact super-im- 
positions made by Vijnana upon the external world, in short sabdar- 
thas are misconceptions (vikalpas) obstructing true knowledge ; there 
is no connexion between the word and the meaning. The truth in 
the highest sense is beyond the scope of sabdartha, and beyond all 
vikalpas. As the Sabdarthas are accepted in the world of phenomena, 
the Teacher had no other alternative than to have recourse to Samvrti 
teaching in order to lead beings steeped in ignorance to the highest 
truth (Paramartha), and hence the usefulness of the theory of relative 
existence. - . "■ b 

Then the author proceeds to show by his examination of the 
Pratyaksanuimnapramanantara (chs. xvii-xix) that the logical processes 
adopted by the non-Buddhistic schools to establish the truth are im- 
perfect (aspasfca) while those of the Buddhists, confined to Pratyaksa 
and Anumana are perfect (spasta). 

Three chapters (xx-xxii) treat of the utility of Pratltyasamutpada 
in the refutation of (i) the Jaina syadvada (the assertion of possibilities 
and non-possibilities, (ii) the theory of transference (samkranti) of the 
Buddhist school of Samkrantikas, a branch of the Sarviistivadins, lead- 
ing to an examination of the Traikalya (the past, present and future) 
and (Hi) the Lokayata view that the world has a beginning and an 
end. This discussion ends with an examination of the Bakirartka 
(objective world), favouring the view's of the Vijflanavadins (see 
infra). 

The next two chapters (xxiv and xxv) deal with the question 
as to whether the theory of Pratltyasamutpada is apauruseya (revealed) 
like the Vedas, or uttered by Buddha after realisation by him of the 
truth within his own self. Santiraksita naturally favours the latter view 
and rejects the revealed character Apaunmyatva of the Vedas, or their 
character as self-evident ( svatah pramanya) truths. The last chapter 
(atxnd i iy ad ars i purugapar I ksa) takes up the question of omniscience 
(sarvajnatva) attained by Buddha though it is also supposed by 
some of the brahmanic writers to have been attained by philosophers 
like Kapila. While discussing the Sarvajnatva of Buddha he also deals 
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with the attainments which distinguish a Hinayanist from a Maha- 
ylmst i.e. an Arhat from a Buddha. 

Now we shall conclude our remarks by referring to one or 
two points touched in the Foreword and the Introduction in 
connection with the last chapter. Dr. Bhattacharyya realises 
the importance of the last chapter on Sarvajfiatva and has 
done his best to give us an idea of the contents of the chapter. While 
explaining ‘Sarvajfiata,’ he does not distinguish it from ‘Sarvakarajfiata’ 
so exhaustively dealt with in the A bhtsamayalaitkarakarika. Then 
while speaking of the two ‘screens’, kle§avarana (screen due to 
afflictions, such as raga, dvesa, moha) and jneyavarana (screen obs- 
tructing true knowledge), he has missed the point, to which the 
remarks of the commentator are directed. Tire klesavarana is removed 
by the realisation of the nairatmya (essencelessness) of Pudgala 
{individual beings). This is achieved by the Sravakas and Pratyeka- 
buddhas (Hlnayanlsts) by following the Hlnayanic code of discipline 
and the teachings of the Nikayas. In other words, the realisa- 
tion of Pudgalanairatmya means the attainment of that state of 
mind In which one finds the things of the world as mere con- 
glomeration of elements without any essence, the existence of which 
is wrongly supposed by beings blinded by Avidya, (ignorance). 
Hence a person, on attaining this state of mind, cannot have 
attachment, hatred etc. The Mahayanists, however, go further than 
this. They realise the Pudgalanairatmya as above, and then try to 
realize the Dharmanairatmya or Dharmasamata, i.e., they realize 
that the elements (dhatu, dravya, guna and so forth) have in reality no 
existence outside Vijnana, they being mere thought-creations or 
super-impositions made by Vijnana upon the external world (discussed 
in ch, xxiii of this work). The realization of this fact makes the 
perfect beings look upon the whole world as undifferentiable by 
positive and negative attributes (and hence, sama). 

So the difference between Hlnayana and Mahayana, or for the 
matter of that, between an Arhat, a Pratyekabuddha, and a Buddha, 
hinges not so much on karuna (compassion) as stated by the editors, 
as on the realization of the two naira tmyas. Mnitri and Koruna are 
counted as distinctive marks of Mahayana, but it is really the realization 
of Dharmanairatmya that distinguishes a Mahayanist from a Hinayanist, 
the latter being incapable of realising it according to the Mali a ' 
standpoint. Both the editors have missed this point and made re 
(see Eng. Intro., pp.xlvii ff . 5 Sanskrit Intro., p.22) unwarranted ' 
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As stated already the merits of the introductions in English and 
Sanskrit are many and reflect credit on their writers. The only thing 
that I would like to observe is that the historical information supplied 
about Vasumitra, Sanghabhadra and such other Buddhist writers should 
have been supplemented by the latest information supplied by the 
Japanese and French scholars in the oriental journals like the Eastern 
Buddhist , Toung Pao , and Bulletin de VEcole Franqaise d % Extreme 
Orient . The works of Burnouf and Wassiljew, though old, 
are still invaluable for the biography of the creators of the post* 
Christian Buddhistic history. To give a few instances, he does not 
refer to Masuda’s article in the Asia Major (1925, p. 7) while speaking 
of Vasumitra (p. Ivi) ; for Buddhadeva (p. Iviii) he does not consult the 
A bkidharmakosa* He does not also supply the biographical informa* 
tion given in the works of Taranatha or Burnouf. 

For f^antiraksita also, he has not consulted Taranatha’s History 
of Buddhism , which contains some information and which may be given 
here: Taranatha (p. 204-5) tells us that the tradition about Santi- 
raksita being a follower of the Madhyamika school (cf. Eng. I ntro.» 
p, xxii) is wrong, for no one would believe it if he consults Sitpha- 
bhadra's 1 commentary on Santiraksita’s Madhyamakalankara. Tara- 
natha further says (p. 212) that it is a well-known fact that Arya 
Bodhisattva and the author of the Madhyamafcalankara y i.e, ? Santi- 
raksita were identical. He worked for the salvation of beings, mainly 
during the reign of Gopala. In the treatise ‘Pure Logic of Buddha* 
vacana* written by King Khri-srong-/de-wtsan, the name of Pandita 
Bodhisattva is mentioned as Dharmasantighosa. . Santiraksita might 
have been known by many names but his seven disciples refer to 
him as *$antirak§ita\ Taranatha further informs us that there is also 
an opinion that Santiraksita, the author of the commentary on the 
Madhyamika-satya-dvaya composed by Jhanagarbha and the author of 
the Madhyamakalankara are not identical ; so it is open to doubt as to 
which Sintiraksita is meant. This information naturally makes us 
hesitate to accept Dr. Bhattacharya’s statements which mix up the 
different persons bearing the name Santiraksita, 

A perusal of the Editor's remarks in his Sanskrit Introduction 
(pp, 1, 2) regarding Saugatamatasyanarvacinata and his manner of treat- 


1 Sirohabfcadra learnt the Madhyamika text and its teachings 
from S&ntiraksita (Tara., p, 219), 
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ment of the subject-matter of the treatise show that, imbued as he may 
be with the ideas embedded in the Brahmanic Sastras, his orientation 
towards the view of the Truth from the Buddhistic standpoint is as 
it should be. We welcome the publication of the treatise in spite of 
any shortcomings that may have crept into it for not settling the 
text by a comparison with the Tibetan version (see Cordier, Cat. du 
Fonds Tibetain, pt. ill, p. 456) to which, however, the present editors do 
not make even a passing reference. Had the publication been delayed 
for this reason like Yasomitra’s Abhidharmakosavyakhya of the 
Bibliotheca Buddhica , the completion of the edition and its presentation 
before the public would have been postponed to the Greek calends. 

N. Dutt 


Select Contents of Oriental Journals 

Bulletin de l’Ecole Francaise d’Extreme-Orient 
(Tome xxviiL nos, 1-2 : Jany-June, 1928). 

Aomi-no Mabito Genkai (779 A.C.),— Le Voyage de Kanshin en 
Orient (742-754) — Translated from Japanese into English by 
J* Takakusu (and from English into French by Mile Jeanne Wilkin), 
In this issue of the Bulletin appears only the Introductory chapter 
of the work “Travels of Kanshin in the East.’* Prof, Takakusu 
divides this chapter into four Sections : 

I. The period of Nara (710-794) — This period is the central 
point of interest in the Japanese history, for during this period 
the civilisation of Japan rapidly advanced through the combined 
influence of the Korean, Chinese and Indian cultures. There was 
a University of the State at Nara, details of which are given here, 

IL The creators of the period of Nara— In this section, the lives 
and activites of the following distinguished persons are given : 
(i) Kanshin of China, (ii) Tajihi-no Mabito Hironari, alias Tan 
Tch'e, (iii) Fujiwara-no Asomi Kiyokawa alias Ho-ts’ing, (iv) Abe- 
No Asomi Nakamaro alias Tchong Man, (v) O to mo-no Sukune 
Komaro alias Hou-wan, (vi) Kibi-no Asomi Makibi alias Tchen 
Pei, (vii) Yeiyei and Fusho, (vlii) Dosen of China, (ix) Hoshin 
of China, (x) Shitaku of China, (xi) Bodhisena of Southern 
India and Buttetsu of Campa [Bodhisena was a brahmin of 
Bharadvaja gotra. He went to Mt Wou-t'ai in China (733 A, C.) 
in search of MafLjuSrl, who was supposed to have been living there. 
He met on his way a priest of Campa called Buttetsu, Not finding 
Mahjusri on the mountain he went to Japan in search of him, 
at the instance of Hironari (No, 2 of this list). In 736 they arrived 
at Osaka and took up residence at the monastery of Daianjt and 
the imperial court furnished them with their clothes and other 
necessaries. It is said that they used to converse in Sanskrit and 
Japanese. In Japan he was called. Baramon Sojo. He gave instruct 
tion in Sanskrit and the doctrine of Gandavyuha t He died in 760 at 
the age of 57.], (xii) Nyoho and Hosai, (xiii) Gun Horiki of 
K’ouen-louen and Tien T’ing of Campa, and (xiv) Robea 

III, Text on the description of the Eastern Voyage of Kanshin — 
There are on it four different works, details of which are given here. 
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IV. Biographical notes on Kanshin— There are numerous 
biographies of Kanshin in Japanese and Chinese mentioned >re 
with details. 

I OUIS FlNOT. — Kouvelles Inscriptions du Cambodge. The writer gives 
' in this article an account of the new inscriptions found by Monsieur 
V. Goloubew in course of his excavation at Sambor : 

(i) Three altars have been found, one having the inscription 
« purva the second * Pascima and the third on all four sides, Om 

jaiminaye svaha. 

(ii) One pillar, the upper part of which is lost, the only notice- 
able inscriptions are the names of two donors. Kamratan Sn 
Bhavavarmma and the Kamaratah ah Mucaknda. 

(iii) Another inscription found on a southern pillar of a new 
sanctuary discovered by Goloubew in June, 1927. Itcomm^nprates 
the excavation of a Lingo, of Hare fSiva) in 549 Sal. (6*i A. C;> 
by the brahmin VidySviSe 5 a, Secretary oi King tomearman. 
VidyaviSeaa was proficient in Sabda (Grammar), Va.Sea.ka, Nyaya, 

Sahkhya and Bauddha philosophies. 

II. Inscriptions of Sek Ta Tuy. The temple of Sek Ta Tuy 
was noticed for the first time by Mr. Parmentier in 1929. The 
Gopura on the east of the 2nd enclosure offers 4 inscriptions. 

The inscriptions are in Sanskrit in &loka-form. 

The inscription on the pillars of the outer gate commemora es 
the erections of a lingo by the royal guru Yajnavaraha, its revenue 
being associated with that of another , god Tribhuvana MaheSvara. 
There is a discussion about the date of the inscription, an 

supposed to belong to the 10th century A. C. _ 

The two inscriptions of the interior gate are in Khmer. The 
first relates to sale of land, excavation of tanks, etc whi e 
the second to the various donations given to the God of Mount of 
the brahmins. Its date is approximately the nth century A.C. ^ 

HI. The pillar of Prasat Trapah Run— The inscription^ on 
the four faces of the pillar. The west face has 59 in Sansknh 
the east 63 lines in Khmer, the south and the north 15 
respectively containing a Itect &va and 

BrahS’g^the 4 genealogy of the family of the donor, Kavindra- 
nandita. who was a teacher of Sanskrit literature. ^ foUowed 


■. pan4ita, who was a teacher of Sanskrit Iitera 
The Khmer Inscription describes m deta 
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in the transference of lands by gifts. This inscription is important 
from many points of view, specially because it helps to ascertain the 
situation of Aninditapura, a great principality of Cambodge. 

G. COEDES — Etudes Cambodgiennes, In this series of studies, the 
present number contains : (xix) a discussion about “the Date of 
Bayon of Angkor” with an appendix containing the inscription of 
Bayon $ (xx) The Capital of Jayavarman ; (xxi) The genealogical 
tradition about the first King of Angkor according to the Ins- 
cription of Yasovarman and of Rajendravarman ; (xxii) The Date 
of Accession of JayavarmaparameSvara. 

PAUL MUS — Etudes Indiennes et Indochinoises. This article deals with 

(i) The Inscription of PrakaSadharma dedicated to Valmiki 

(ii) The Adorned Image of Buddhas: Its Indian Origin: 
Sakyamuni in the Mahayanic phase. Coedes takes the tradition of 
adorned human Buddha as purely Indo-Chinese, as there is no 
such conception in the Indian iconography. Durioselie differs 
from him in view of the fact that the adorned images of Buddha 
are found in Burma. The present writer refers to the report of 
the Archaeological Survey of India (1921-22) where Mr. R. Chanda 
has given illustrations of the new finds of Buddha images of great 
importance, having likeness with those of Pagan. He then 
examines the passage of the Saddharmapund,arika, relating to 
Buddhological conceptions and incidentally shows that the doctrine 
preached in it in the first chapter is Hlnayana while that in the 
later portions is Mahayana, Then he deals with the Trikaya 
conception, specially Nirmana and Sambhoga-kayas from literary 
and archaeological materials and paintings. In short, the writer's 
chief object is to trace the evolution of historic Buddha in the 
Mahayanic faith. (N. Dutt), 

Indian Antiquary, November, 1929 

Chintaharan Chakravarti — Bengal’s Contribution to Philosophical 
Literature in Sanskrit. It has been shown in this continued article 
that Bengal was not content with the cultivation of Navya-nyaya 
only as is generally supposed but contributed to the literature of 
aunost every other school of philosophy. 

Ibid, December* 1939 

BlSHEStrvv AR Nath Reu.— Sambhar Inscription of Calukya 
. fafasimka^s Timer . The importance of the inscription lies , .in .the 
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fact that samvat 998 or A,c. 941 (Vasu-nanda-nidhan varse) has been 
given here as the date of the establishment of the Anhihvada 
kingdom by the Salatiki Mularaja, which event, according to 
V. A. Smith, took place in 961 A.c. 

Journal of Oriental Research, vol. Ill, pt. iv 

T, R. Chintamani. — The Works of Prabhakara. In discussing 
the question as to which of the two works — Vivarana and Niban- 
dhana known to have been written by the great Prabhakara— 
should be identified with the extant Mimamsa commentary called 
Brhatl, the writer of this article differs from Mm, S. Kuppusvami 
Sastri and supports Dr, Jha’s opinion that “the Nibandhana of 
Prabhakara is the same as the work that we have at present.” 

K, A. Subrahmanya Iyer. — Studies in the Imagery of the Rama' 
yana, 

O. K. Anantalakshmi Ammal.— Studies in the Vpanisads. This 
instalment of the paper deals with Symbols and Upasanas expound- 
ed in the various Upanisads. 

D. T. Tatacharya Siromani. — Definition of Poetry or Kavya. In 
this portion of the thesis the different definitions of Poetry found 
in the works on Poetics have been considered. 

K. BaLASUBRAHMANYA Iyer.— Kalidasa and the Philosophy of Love. 


Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, October, 1929 

L. D. Barnett. — The Genius -. A Study in Indo-Euorpean Psycho- 
logy. The writer agrees that the conception of guardian deities 
known in India as adhisthatr devatas presiding over things or 
individuals is of Indo-European origin. He shows that the Roman 
and Greek idea of good and evil spirits warring against one 
another has exact correspondences in both the Avestan and Vedic 
thoughts. 

H, R. DlWEKAR. — Bhamaka, Bhatti and JDharinaMrti. Evidences 
have been adduced here in support of the contention that Bha- 
maha could not have written his work after Bhatti and Dharma- 
lrirti. 

■JsISii : ' | :: . i :g| ' : illpilll 

Zeitschrift fur Indologie und Iranistik, vo). VII, pt. 1 (*9 2 9) 

E, SlEG, — Karl Geldner'fn Memoriain), It is an obituary notice 
of the great Vedic scholar Prof, Karl Friedrich Geidner, who 
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passed away on the 5H1 February, 1929 at the age of 76. He was 
born In Saalfeld in Thuringen and was the son of the Archdeacon 
Geldner. He joined the University of Leipzig, where he heard the 
lectures of Profs. Brockhaus and Windisch on Sanskrit and Zend 
(Avesta) for one year. He then moved to Tubingen, where he 
associated so much with Prof. Rudolf Roth that he settled there. 

. Roth was then in the prime of his life and to him flocked many 
orientalists of the whole world. Among his students, there were the 
German Heinrich Zimmer, Richard Garbe, Bruno Lindner, 
the American Charles Lanman, the Swiss Adolf Kaegi, the 
Livonian Leopold von Schroeder and Peter von Bradtke. 

Geldner’s first literary effort won for him a prize in 1874, which 
later on appeared in a developed form under the title liber die 
Metrik des fimgeren Avesta (Over the Metric of the later Avesta). 
In 1875 appeared his Siebenzig Lieder des Rg~veda translated by 
Geldner and Kaegi with a contribution by Roth. The writer then 
gives an account of his works and the circumstances in which they 
were published. 

A. VENKATASURBIAH. — The Paficaiantra of Durgasimha. In this 
issue, this article has been concluded. The portion in the pre- 
sent issue deals with -Author Durgasitpha and the time in which 
he lived” ; the “Correspondences between Durgasirnha’s version 
and other Pancatantra versions' 1 followed by an explanation of 
the questions whether Vasubhaga's Pancatantra is r< an independent 
recension,” and the relation between the original Pancatantra 
and Durgasiinha’s version, and that between the Pancatantra and 
Brhatkatha. A genealogical table is appended to the article 
showing “the relations between the different versions of the Brhat- 
katha and the Pancatantra.” 

Th. Zachakiae. — Die Wortsammlung des Demetrios Galanos und 
Ihre Quelle (The Word-collection of Demetrios Galanos and their 
Sources). Galanos, a Greek Indologist, was born in 1760 and was 
in Benares in 1833, The writer says that the agreement 
between the Kalpadm and the lexicon of Galanos regarding the 
division of topics is so great that the latter must have had this 
Kosa before him and concludes that he utilised for his lexicon 
not only the Kosa but also the AmarakoSa and Abhidhanacinta- 
■ ■/... mani 

J, J. Meyer.— Eimn Scheidenden bis an Wasser begleiten (some 
lines of demarcation including that made by water) : The writer 
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mentions a number of ancient practices -.about' Ite artifices resort- 
ed to by the Hindus for drawing the line* - * miration. 

B. Breoloer . — Study in PSmni. It deals with >\iMjnmlsana (rules 

of phonetics). ... . _ 

Th. Stcherbatsky, — den Btgnff'VijUSnd tm Buddhtsmus (On 
the Conception of VijUna in Buddhism). The writer justifies his 
opinion that citta = manah»vijfiSna against the criticism which Mr. 
Wallace made while reviewing his book •'The Centra! Conception 
of Buddhism" in Z. fur Buddhismus, VIII, p. y>K 

vol. VIII, pt. i. 

H. LiiDERS. — PhUologte, Geschickte und Archsd&gie in /»/««, This 
is a lecture delivered by the writer on the occasion of the 
fifteenth German Orientalists’ Conference held at Bonn, con- 
taining a review of the progress made in the philological, historical 
and archaeological studies relating to India. (N. Du«\ 

Quarterly Journal of the Mythic Society, October, 1929 

R. Shama SHASTRY .— The Ahvins. With the help of some clue 
furnished by a few Mahabharata-passages written in praise of the 
ASvins and Vimalabodha’s commentary thereon, the writer identifies 
the Vedic ASvins with the celestial bodies, the sun and the moon. 

M. H. Rama Sharma. — Studies in Vijayanagara History. This is 
a summary of the Kannada work Pamdara- Sodara-Ra nmw-Kathe 
by the poet Nanjunda written in circa 1525 dealing with the 
accession of Kampila to the throne and the rise of his son 
Kumara Ramanatha to greatness, 

L. V. Ramaswami Aiyar. — Austric and Drcmidian. By the word 
‘Austric’ the author describes the languages of the whole area 
extending from India on the west to the Polynesian Islands, and 
in this first instalment of which he points out what a great 
influence the Dravidian and Austric have hitherto exercised 
on each other, specially in Phonology. 

L. A. Krishna Iyer. — Pre-historic Archasobgy in Kerala, 
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Obituary Notice 

J> N. Samaddar 

It is with a heavy heart that we have to announce the passing 
away -of a rising Bengalee orientalist. Prof. J. N. Samaddar, on the 
18th of November, 1929 at the early age of 45, much to the loss of 
oiiental scholarship in India. He was ever ready to throw himself 
heart and soul into the vortex of any movement conducive to the 
study of ancient Indian culture. He was educated at Calcutta at the 
Presidency College and the Vangavasi Co liege but he had to give 
up his studies owing to ill-health. He became a lecturer in history 
at P. M. College, Tangail, Mymensingh, and shortly afterwards, 
the senior lecturer at St. Coiumba’s College' at Hazaribagh. In 
1952 he was appointed to a similar post at the Patna Govern- 
ment College where he served to the last of his days. In 1921 he 
was invited by the Calcutta University to deliver a course of 
lectuies on the economic condition of ancient India, and in 1923 as a 
University Reader at Patna, he delivered his lectures on the glories 
of Magadha. These lecturers were collected and published in book- 
form. About the latter, Prof. A. B. Keith remarks : 

'The author of this very interesting treatise on the Glories of 
Magadha has already established his capacity for useful work by his 
valuable monograph on the economic condition of ancient India and 
not only the general reader but also the expert will find matter for 
profitable study in his examination of the history of the Magadhan 

ec ^ c * s Asoka, and of the fate of the monasteries 
of Nalanda and Vikramasila.” 

The Benares and the Aligarh Universities also invited him 
to deliver courses of lectures. In 1909 he brought out “Artkanxti? 
a volume in Bengali. He took up the burden of initiating and 
maintaining a series of volumes on the history of India, Santa- 
smiayzka Bharata, which he intended to finish in 25 volumes. 

T "'as to contain Bengali translations of the accounts relating to 
india left by travellers from the times of Candragupta Maurya 
™ f ° T h , e en . d f 0f u the Muhammadan rule including the descrip. 
I; % , 6ft u by the Greeks > R ™ans and other Europeans, 

finish r eSe, - J he Muhammadans< The author di d not live to 
“ R! " thC S6rles but could Polish the following volumes covering 
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nearly 2,500 pages : Five volumes containing the accounts written 
by Strabo, Pliny, Herodotus, Megasthenes, Arrian, Periplus etc. (Pts. 
I-V), Two volumes containing the descriptions of India by Fa-hian, 
Sang-yan, and Hui-Sang (Pt. VIII), and I-tsing (Pt. XI). Two 
volumes devoted to the writings of European travellers (Pts. XIX and 
XXI). During his last illness, ha brought out the Sir Asutosh 
Memorial Volume. His other mentionable books are : Engrafer Katha , 
Arthasastra, Caturveda (Hindi). Some fictions also came out of his 
pen. His discovery of the Didarganj image is also worth mention-' 
ing. 

Prof. Samaddar was of amiable disposition. He used to mix freely 
with his pupils and encouraged them in their different activities. The 
Chanakya Society, established for the purpose of encouraging studies 
in economics, owed to him a good deal. 

It will be apparent from what has been stated above that Prof. 
Samaddar tried hard to enrich the Bengali literature by the trans- 
lation of the accounts of the many travellers mentioned above, and 
endeavoured also to popularize the subject of economics by making its 
principles intelligible to his brethren of the province of Bengal by 
interpreting them in their mother tongue. When the ViSvabharatl 
at Dr. Rabindra Nath Tagore's initiative took up the task of com- 
piling suitable Bengali text-books for the B.A. and the M.A. classes, 
Prof. Samaddar extended to him his active support and wrote a 
volume for the series. - 
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paribhafijanam papunanti, idh' eva ca sukham vl satam va na 
labhanti. Tasma Ham ievijjanam hrahmanman ti tasma id am 
brah m asahavyatay a maggadipakam tevijjakam pavacanam tevijjanam 1 
brahmatianara 5 tevijja-lrinan ti 2 * * tevi j ja-arannatp , irinan® ti agamakam 
maharafifiam vuccatl Tevijja-vipinan ti pupphaphalehi *anupabhoga- 
rukkhehi saficchannam nirudakam arannam, yattha maggato ukka- 
mitva parivattitum pi na sakka hoti, tam sandhayaha, — “tevijja-vipfnan 
ti pi vuecatf’ ti. Tevijja-vyasanan ti tevijjanam pathavldha vya- 
sanasadisam etam, yatha hi hatbroga-bhoga-ditthi-sllavyasanappattassa 
sukham nama n'atthi, evan tevijjanam tevijjakam 5 * sukham nama n’atthl 
ti dassetu :S 

37. Jato vad&ho* ti jato ca vaddhito ca. Yo hi kevalan tattha 
jato va hoti ahhattha vaddhito, tassa samanta gamamagga na sabbaso 
paccakkha honti, tasma "jato vaddho' ti aha. Jatavaddho pi yo ciram 
nikkhanto tassapi na sabbaso paccakkha honti, 7 tasma ‘tavad eva 
avassatan* ti aha. Tani khanam eva nikkhantan ti attho. Dandhayi - 
tattan ti ayam nu kho maggo, ayam na nu kho 8 ti kahkhavasena cirayi- 
tattarp. Vitthayitattan ti yatha sukhumam atthajatam sahasa pucchi- 
tassa kassaci sarirathaddhabhavam ganhati evam* thaddhabhavaggaha- 


nam. 

38. No iveva ti imina sabbannuta-hanassa appatihatabhavam dasseti. 
Tassa hi purisassa Maravatfcanadi-vasena siya nanassa patighato, ten a 
so dandhayeyya va vitthayeyya va, sabbahnuta-fianam pana appafci- 
hatam, na sakka tassa kenaci antarayo katun ti dipeti. 

39. Vllumpatu bhavam Gotamo ti uddharatu bhavam Gotamo. 
Brahmanim pajan ti brahmana-darakam. Bhavam Gotamo main 1 8 brah- 
mana-puttam apayamaggato uddharitva Brahmalokamagge patittha- 
petu ti attho. Ath* assa Bhagava Buddhuppadam dassetva saddhim 
pubbabhagapatipadaya mettaviharadi Brahmaloka-ganu-maggam dasse- 
tukamo ‘ten a hi Vasettha’ ti adim aha. 

40. Tattha idka Tat hagai 0 ti adi Samahhaphale vittharitam. 

76. Mettasahagatem ti adlsu yam vattabban tam sabbam VisuddhI- 
magge Brahmavihara-kammatthana-kathayam vuttam. 


1 B. tevijjakSnam 2 Si, fcevijjam 

3 SI. iranam 4 B. aparibho- * 

5 B. drops it and puts here ekam p 3 vacanam Sgamma. 

6 B. & S. use santvaddho throughout. 

7 Si. puts it in singular. 8 S. ay ant m* kho no ti 

9 Si. thaddha-dandha- 10 S. omits it : B. mama ■ 
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TEVIJJA SUTTA 


77, ‘Seyyatha pi Vasettha balava sahkhadhamo 1 ti adi pana idha 
apubbatp. Tattha balava -ti balasampanno, Smikhadhamo ti safikha- 
dhamako. Appakasitem ti akicchena adukkhena, dubbaio hi sankba- 
dhamo sankham dhamanto pi na sakkoti catasso disa sarena vififig- 
.petmp, nassa saokhasaddo sabbato pharati, balavato pana vipphariko 
hotij tasma ‘balava' ti adira aha. Mettaya cetovimuttiya ti ettha metfca 
ti vutte upacaro pi appana pi vattati. ‘Cetovimuttf ti vutte pana 
appana va vattati. 

Yam pamanakatam kamman ti pamanakatam kamraam nama kanaa- 
vacaram vuccati. Appamanakatam kammarp nama ru par upavacaram. 
Tarn hi pamanam atikkamitva odissaka-anodissaka d isaph arana vasena 
vaddhetva katatta ‘appamaiiakatan' ti vuccati. Na tam tatnivasissati 
na tam, tatravatitikafl ti tam kamavacaram karamam tasmirn rupa- 
vacararupavacarakamme 1 na ohiyyati na titthatl ti. Kim vuttam hoti? 
Tam kamavacarakammatn tassa rupavacararupavacarakammassa antara 
laggitum va thaturn va ruparupavacarakammam pharitva pariyadiyitva 
attano okasam gahetva patijthatum na sakkoti. Atha kho rupa- 
vacarampavacarakammam eva kamavacaram mahogho viya parittara 
udakam pharitva padyadiyitva attano okasam gahetva titfehati tassa 
viplkatn patibahitva sayam eva Brahmasahavyatam upanetl ti. 

80. Emm vihafl ti evam mettadiviharT. 

82. Ete may am bhavantam, Gotaman ti id am tesarp dutiyasarana- 
gamanarp. Pathamam eva h' ete majjhimapanflasake VasatfehS-suttam 
sutva saranam gata, imatp pana Tevij'ja-suttam sutva dutiyam pi 
saranam gata, katipahaccayena pabbajitva AggaMa-sutte 11 pas am- 
pad ail c’eva arahattan ca aladdhum. Sesatp sabbattha uttanattham 
eva ti 

Iti Su m ailgalavi las in iy a Dlghamkay afethak athaya teVIjja SUTTA 
VasnAna nitthita terasamam. 

Nitthita ca terasasutta-pafcimanditassa Silakkhandhavaggassa attha- 
vannana ti. 
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hatthapadahguliyo mule thula anupubbena gantva agge famika niyyasa- 
telena madditva vattitaharitalavattisadisa honti, tena vuttam 
dighahgulf ti 

M udutalunahatthapado ti sappimande 1 osaretva 2 thapitam satavara- 
vihatakappasapatalam viya mudu, yatha ca 8 jatamattassa evam vuddhi- 
kale pi 4 mudutaluna yeva bhavissanti, Mttdutaluna hatthapada 
etassa ti mudutakmahatthapado. 

Jalahatthapado ti na cammena patibaddha 5 -ahgulantaro. Ediso hi 
phanahatthako purisadosena upahato pabbajjam pi na labhatl Maha- 
purisassa pana catasso hatthahguliyo panca pi padanguliyo ekappa- 
mana honti, tasam pana ekappamanatta 6 jalalakkhanam aMamannara 
pativijjhitva titfchanti, ath* assa hatthapada sukusalena vaddhakina 
yojitajalavatapanasadisa honti, tena vuttam jalahatthapado ti. 

Uddhara patitthitagopphakatta 7 ussahkha pada assa ti ussankhapMo. 
Annesam hi pitthipade gopphaka honti, tena tesam pada anibaddha 
viya baddha 8 honti na yathasukham par i vat tan ti, gacchantanam 
padatalani na dissanti. Mahapurisassa pana aroliitva uparigopphaka 
patitthahanti. Ten’ assa nabhito patthaya uparimakayo navaya thapita- 
suvannapafcima viya niccalo va s hoti. Adharakayo va ifijati. Sukhena 
pada parivattanth Purato pi pacchato pi ubhayapassesu pi thatva 
passantanam padatalani pahhayanti, na hatthlnarpi viya pacchato yeva. 

Enifangko ti enimigasadisajahgho. Mamsussadena paripunnajarigho 
na ekato baddhapindikamamso samantato samasanthitena mamsena 
parikkhittahi suvattitahi 10 saligabbhayavagabbhasadisahi jahghaht sa- 
mannagato ti attho. 

Anonanianto ti anamanto. Eten’ ass’ eva akhujja avamanabhavo 
dlpito. Avasesa hi jana khujja va honti vamana va. Khujjana'm 
uparimakayo aparipunno hoti vamananam hetfchimakayo. Te aparh 
punnakayatta 11a sakkonti anonamanta jannukani parimajjitug). Maha- 
puriso pana paripiinnobhayakayatta sakkoti. 

Kosokitavatthaguyho ti usabhavaranadlnam viya suvannapaduma- 
kannikasadisehi kosehi ohitam paticchannam vatthaguyham assa ti 
kosohitavatfchaguyho, Vatthaguyhan ti vatthena guyhitabbam ahga- 
jatam vuccati. 

Buvannavanno ti jatihingulakena madditva 1 1 dipidadhaya ghamsltva 


2 Si. osadetva 3 Si. adds idSm, 

5 Si. 

8 Si. 
u S. 

iisiiigl 


parinaddha 

:haddh5 

lajjitvS 


6 S, yaval 
9 Si. omits it. 


t Si. -ma]jhe 
4 Si. omits mudu 
7 S. ‘goppekatta 
id Si. suvaddhifc&ni 


, . ; 


10 
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gerukaparikammam katva thapitaghanasuvanoanlpasadiso 1 * ti attho. 
E ten* assa ghanasiniddhasanbasarlrattam dassetva chavivannadassa- 
nattham kaficanasannibkattaco ti vuttam purimassa va vevacanam 
etam. 

Rajojallan ti rajo va malam va. Na upalimpafl ti 11a laggati 
padumapalasato udakabindu viya vivattati. Hatthadhovanadlni pan a 
utnggahanatthaya* c’eva dayakanam pufmaphalatthaya ca 3 sabba- 
buddha karonti, vattaslsena pi ca karonti yeva. ‘Senasanam pavi- 
santena hi bhikkhtina pade dhovitva pavisitabban* ti vuttam etam. 

Uddhaggalomo ti avattapariyosane uddhaggani hutva mukhasobham 
ullokayamanani viya fchitani lomani assa ti uddhaggalomo. 

Btahmujugatto ti brahma viya ujugatto njukam eva u'ggafca- 
dighasariro bhavissati. Yebhuyyena hi satta khandhe katiyaip janusu 
ti tisu thanesu namanti. Te katiyam namanta pacchato namanti. 
Itaresu dvlsu thanesu purato. Dighasarlra pana eke passe vaiika 4 
honti, eke mukham unnametva nakkhattani ganayanta viya caranti. 
Eke appamamsalohita sulasadisa honti, Eke purato pabbhara honti 
pavedhamana gacchanti. Ayam pana ujum eva uggantva dlghappa- 
mano devanagare B ussitasuvannatoranam viya bhavissati ti dlpenti. 
Yatha c* etam evam yam yam jatamattassa sabbaso aparipunnam maha- 
purisalakkhanam hoti tan tam ayatim tatha bhavitam sandhaya vuttan 
ti veditabbam, 

SaUussado ti dve hatthapitthiyo dve padapitthiyo dve amsakutani 
khandho ti imesu sattasu thanesu suparipunno mamsussado assa ti 
sattussado. Amlesam pana hatthapadapitthadlsu 0 sirajalam pahha- 
yati amsakufcakhandesu atthikotiyo, Te mantissa peta viya khayanfi, 
na tatha mahapuriso, Mahapuriso pana sattasu thanesu paripunna- 
mamsussadatta nigulhasirajalehi hatthapitfchadlhi vattetva thapita- 
suvannalihgasadisena khandhena sllarupakam viya khayati cittakamma- 
rupakam viya ca khayati. 

Slhapubbaddhakayo ti sihassa pubbaddham viya kayo assa ti siha- 
pubbaddhakayo. Sihassa hi 7 purimakayo va paripunno hoti, pacehima- 
kayo aparipuntno, Mahapurisassa pana sihassa pubbaddhakayo viya 
sabbakayo paripunno. So pi slhass 1 eva tattha tattha ®unnataninnata^ 
divasena dussanthito visanfehito na hoti, dighayuttatthane pana dlgho, 
fassathulakisaputhula anuvattita yuttatthanesu tathavidho va s hoti. 

1 SI, -ghanakanakarupakasadiso 2 Si. -ganhana- 3 Si. drops sabba, 

4 Si. ekena passers a vadkS 5 Si. ussapita- 6 Si. -pitthiyS 

7 Si, puratfchima 8 Si. vinatunn&di- 9 Si. omits it. 
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Vuttara h’etam : ‘manapiyeva* kho bhikkhave kammavipake paccu- 
patthite yehi angehi dlghehi sobhati tani angani dfghani santhahanti, 
yehi angehi rassehi sobhati tani angani rassani santhahanti, yehi 
angehi thulehi sobhati tani angani thulani santhahanti, yehi angehi 
kisehi sobhati tani angani kisani santhahanti, yehi angehi puthulehi 
sobhati tani angani puthulani santhahanti, yehi angehi vattehi sobhati 
tani angani vatfcani santhahantl’ti. I ti danacittena pufihacittena 
vicittito 3 dasahi para ml hi sajjito mahapurisassa attabhavo, Loke 
sabbasippino va sabba-iddhimanto va patirupakam pi 3 katurn na sak- 
konti. 

Ciiantavamso 1 ti antaramso vuccati dvinnam kotthanam antaram, 
Tam citam paripunnam antaramsam 2 assa ti citantaramso, Anhesam 
hi tam thanam ninnam both dye pltthikotthasa® patiyekkam pafina- 
yanfci. Mahapurisassa pana katito patthaya mamsapatalam yava 
khandha uggamma samussita'suvannaphalakam viya pitthim chadetva 
patitthitam. . 

Nigrodhaparima ndalo ti nigrodho viya parimandalo. Yatha pahhasa- 
hattliataya va satahatthataya va samakhandhasakho nigrodho dlghato 
pi vittharato pi ekappamano va hoti, evam kayato pi vyamato pi 
ekappamano, Yatha anhesam kayo va digho hoti vyamo va, na evam 
visamappamano ti attho. Ten 5 eva 'yavatakvassa kayo' ti adi vuttam, 
Tattha yavatako assa ti yavatakvassa. 

Samavaiiakkhandho ti samavattitakkhando. Yatha eke kohca viya 
ca baka viya ca varaha 7 viya ca honli 8 dlghagala vahkagala puthula- 
gala va® honti, kathanakale sirajalam pafinayati, mando saro nikkha- 
mati, na evam mahapurisassa, Mahapurisassa pana suvattitasuvanni- 
alihgasadiso khandho hoti kathanakale sirajalam na pahhiyati, 
meghassa viya gajjito 1 0 saro malia hoti, 

Rasaggasaggi ti ettha rasam gasantl ti rasaggasa, Rasaharant* 
nam etam adhivacanam, Ta agga assa ti rasaggasaggi. Mahapurisassa 
kira sattarasaharamsahassani 1 1 uddhaggani hutva givayam eva pati- 
mukkani, Tilaphalamatto pi aharo jivhagge * 2 thapito sabbatn kayam 
anuppharati, Ten* eva mahapadhanam padahantassa ekatanduladihi 
pi kalaya yusapasatamafctenaV* .pi kayassa yapanam ahosi, AMesain 


x Si. ca 

4 S', pita for cita throughout ; 
7 Si. varahakS 
id l Si.lgajjato 


2 S. citito 
5 S, drops it, 
8 S. drops it, 
11 Si. -satSni 


' \ ... V' Skdrops 


S, drops it. 

is, drops*#.'' 

S. ca 
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pana tafcha abhava na sakalam kayam oja pharati. Tena te bahva- 
badha honti. 

Slhakcmw ti sihass* eva hanu assa il slhahanu. Tattha slhassa 
hetthima-hanum eva paripunnam hoti na uparimam. Mahapurisassa 
pana sihassa hefcfchimarn viya dve pi pari pun nani dvadasiya pakkhassa 
candasadisani honti. 

Atha nemittaka 1 * hanupariyantam olokentva va imesu hanukesu 
hefcfchime vlsati uparime vlsati cattallsa danta saraa aviraja * 3 pati- 
tfchahissanti li sallakkhetva s ‘ayam hi devakumaro cattallsadanto hot)? 
ti adim ahamsu. Tatrayam attho/ AMesam lii paripunnadantanam pi 
dvattimsa danta honti, imassa pana cattallsam bhavissanti, Afrne- 
sail ca keci danta ucca keci nica keci visama honti, imassa pana aya» 
patakena chinnasahkhapafcalam 4, viya sama bhavissanti. AMesam 
kumbhllanam 5 viya danta vira]a honti macchamamsani khadantanam 
dantantaram purati, imassa pana kanakaphalakaya 6 samussitavajira- 
panti viya avirala T tulikaya dassitaparicclieda viya danta bhavissanti, 
Afihesah ca putidanta utbhahanti tena kaci dadha kala pi vivanna pi 
honti. Ayam pana sufcthu sukkadadho osadhitarakam pi atikkamma 
virocamanaya pabhaya samannagatadadho bhavissati. 

Pahntajivho ti puthulajivho. Ahhesam jivha thula pi honti kisa pi 
rassa pi thaddha pi visama pi. Mahapurisassa pana jivha mudu dlgha 
pufchula vannasampanna hoti. So tam lakkhanam pariyesitum agata- 
narn kahkhavinodanattham mudukatta tam jivhara kafchinasucim viya 
vattetva ubho nasikasotani parimasati, dfghatta ubho kannasotani 
parimasati, puthulatta kesantapariyosanam kevalam pi nalatam patio- 
chadeti, evan tassa mudu-digha-puthula-bhavatp pakasento tesam kah- 
kham vinodeti, Evam tilakkhanasampannam. jivham sandhaya ‘pahuta- 
jivho 3 ti vuttam, 

Brahmassaro ti aflfie pi chinnassara pi bhinnassara pi kakassara pi 
honti, Ayam pana mahabrahmuno sarasadisena 8 saddena samanna- 
gato bhavissati, Mahabrahmuno hi plttasemhehi apajibuddhatta 
saro visuddho hoti. Mahapurisena pi kafcakamman tassa vatthum 
sodheti. Vatthuno suddhatta nabhito pafcthaya samutthahanto saro 
visuddho atthahgasamannagato va samutthati, Karavlko viya bhanatl 
ti karav%kabkan % . Mat ta-karavlkaru ta * man jughoso ti attho, 

Abhimlamtto ti na sakalanilanetto va. Nllayuttatthane pan’assa 
ummapupphasadisena ativisuddhena nilavannena samannagatani nettlni 

i Sit, hamika- 

4 Si, ayopattaccblmjasankhapatalam 

j ' SfH av'iv&r* ti 


2 Si, avivara 
5 S. kumbhzranarp - 
8 S. sarassa sadisena 


3 Si, adds here; ti, 
6 SI latayam . , 

9 S. drops ruta. 


